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Description

FIELD

[0001] A loudspeaker array is disclosed with a contin-
uously open circumferential horn that provides improved
gain, directional sound control, and reduced spurious
beams or side-lobes (that are typically generated above
an aliasing frequency such that the generated beam is
no longer well controlled.) Other embodiments are also
described.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Loudspeaker arrays are often used by comput-
ers and home electronics for outputting sound into a lis-
tening area. Each loudspeaker array may be composed
of multiple transducers that are arranged on a single
plane or surface of an associated cabinet or casing.
Acoustic horns may be used along with transducers to
increase the efficiency by which these transducers output
sound. In particular, horns may provide (1) extra acoustic
gain in one or more frequency bands and (2) directivity
control.
[0003] Although horns may provide some efficiency
improvements, horns may also lead to aliasing issues
between transducers. In particular, horns may increase
the distance between the points where sound from ad-
jacent transducers in a loudspeaker array is mixed. This
distance defines the aliasing frequency above which
sound may become distorted based on sound mixing be-
tween proximate transducers.
[0004] Further, traditional horn designs suffer from
sharp cutoff frequencies caused by the shape and di-
mensions of the horn. Accordingly, sound produced by
a transducer below this frequency is cut off or inconsist-
ently modified in comparison to higher frequency content.
[0005] The approaches described in this section are
approaches that could be pursued, but not necessarily
approaches that have been previously conceived or pur-
sued. Therefore, unless otherwise indicated, it should
not be assumed that any of the approaches described in
this section qualify as prior art merely by virtue of their
inclusion in this section.
Further background information can be found in the fol-
lowing documents:

US2011/064247, which describes the automated
customization of loudspeakers;
EP3130157, which describes a curvable line array;
and
WO2007/044223, which describes a curved line ar-
ray with horizontal coverage control.

SUMMARY

[0006] An audio system operating within a listening ar-
ea is described herein. The audio system may include

an audio receiver and a loudspeaker array. The audio
receiver may be coupled to the loudspeaker array to drive
individual transducers in the loudspeaker array to emit
various sound beam or radiation patterns into the listen-
ing area for a listener. In one embodiment, the loudspeak-
er array includes a continuously open circumferential
horn for controlling sound produced by the transducers.
In this embodiment, a plurality of first transducers trans-
ducers are coupled proximate to a throat of the horn. The
continuously open circumferential horn may 1) improve
the power efficiency of the transducers without unwanted
aliasing effects in audible frequency ranges and/or 2) pro-
vide vertical control for sound emitted by the transducers.
[0007] In particular, by providing an unobstructed and
open cavity for sound emitted by the transducers to mix,
the continuously open circumferential horn may de-
crease a mixing distance between adjacent transducers
(e.g., transducers that are directly adjacent in the ring of
transducers) such that a corresponding aliasing frequen-
cy is increased. This aliasing frequency describes the
highest frequency that may be emitted by the transducers
without generation or production of aliasing effects
caused by mixing of sound between transducers. Accord-
ingly, by decreasing the mixing distance, the continuous-
ly open circumferential horn increases the maximum fre-
quency that may be produced by the transducers without
unwanted effects.
[0008] Further, the continuously open circumferential
horn may provide improved directional control for sound
produced by the transducers, including both horizontal
and vertical control. For example, the outer corners of
the continuously open circumferential horn may be
curved. These curved corners more uniformly improve
gain across frequency ranges in comparison to horns
that are abruptly cutoff at the mouth of the horn.
[0009] The above summary does not include an ex-
haustive list of all aspects of the present invention. It is
contemplated that the invention includes all systems and
methods that can be practiced from all suitable combi-
nations of the various aspects summarized above, as
well as those disclosed in the Detailed Description below
and particularly pointed out in the claims filed with the
application. Such combinations have particular advan-
tages not specifically recited in the above summary. The
present invention is defined in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] The embodiments of the invention are illustrat-
ed by way of example and not by way of limitation in the
figures of the accompanying drawings in which like ref-
erences indicate similar elements. It should be noted that
references to "an" or "one" embodiment of the invention
in this disclosure are not necessarily to the same embod-
iment, and they mean at least one. Also, in the interest
of conciseness and reducing the total number of figures,
a given figure may be used to illustrate the features of
more than one embodiment of the invention, and not all
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elements in the figure may be required for a given em-
bodiment.

Figure 1 shows a view of a listening area with an
audio receiver, a loudspeaker array, and a listener
according to one embodiment.
Figure 2 shows a component diagram of the audio
receiver according to one exemplary embodiment.
Figure 3A shows a component diagram of the loud-
speaker array according to one embodiment.
Figure 3B shows a view of a loudspeaker array with
a continuously open circumferential horn according
to one embodiment.
Figure 4A shows a set of example directivity/radia-
tion patterns that may be produced by the loudspeak-
er array according to one embodiment.
Figure 4B shows a top view of a loudspeaker array
emitting a forward facing cardioid radiation pattern
in a horizontal plane using a set of transducers ac-
cording to one embodiment.
Figure 5A shows a horn coupled to a transducer
according to one embodiment.
Figure 5B shows a set of horns coupled to a set of
transducers according to one embodiment.
Figure 6 shows the mixing distance for a set of trans-
ducers when using the continuously open circumfer-
ential horn according to one embodiment.
Figure 7 shows a set of transducers stored within
an upper section of the loudspeaker array and di-
recting sound through the continuously open circum-
ferential horn according to one embodiment.
Figure 8 shows a set of transducers stored within
an upper section and a lower section of the loud-
speaker array and directing sound through the con-
tinuously open circumferential horn according to one
embodiment.
Figure 9 shows a view of a loudspeaker array with
a continuously open circumferential horn according
to one embodiment.
Figure 10 shows a view of a loudspeaker array with
differently angled inner walls for a continuously open
circumferential horn according to one embodiment.
Figure 11 shows a loudspeaker array with different
types of transducers according to one embodiment.
Figure 12 shows an overhead view of a loudspeaker
array with a set of dividers according to one embod-
iment.
Figure 13 shows a set of example sound velocity
profiles for a set of loudspeaker arrays according to
one exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] Several embodiments are described with refer-
ence to the appended drawings are now explained. While
numerous details are set forth, it is understood that some
embodiments of the invention may be practiced without
these details. In other instances, well-known circuits,

structures, and techniques have not been shown in detail
so as not to obscure the understanding of this description.
[0012] Figure 1 shows a view of an audio system 100
operating within a listening area 101 according to one
embodiment. The audio system 100 may include an au-
dio receiver 103 and a loudspeaker array 105. The audio
receiver 103 may be coupled to the loudspeaker array
105 to drive individual transducers 109 in the loudspeak-
er array 105 to emit various sound beam/radiation pat-
terns into the listening area 101 for a listener 107. In one
embodiment, the loudspeaker array 105 includes a con-
tinuously open circumferential horn 113 for controlling
sound produced by the transducers 109. In this embod-
iment, one or more transducers 109 are coupled proxi-
mate to a throat 115 of the horn 113. As will be described
in greater detail below, the continuously open circumfer-
ential horn 113 may 1) improve the power efficiency of
the transducers 109 without unwanted aliasing effects in
audible frequency ranges and/or 2) provide vertical con-
trol for sound emitted by the transducers 109.
[0013] In some embodiments, the transducers 109 of
the array 105 are configured to generate beam patterns.
The beam patterns may represent individual channels of
a piece of sound program content. For example, the loud-
speaker array 105 may generate beam patterns that rep-
resent front left, front right, and front center channels for
a piece of sound program content (e.g., a musical com-
position or an audio track for a movie).
[0014] Each element of the audio system 100 shown
in Figure 1 will be described below by way of example.
In other embodiments, the audio system 100 may include
additional components than those described below and
shown in Figure 1.
[0015] Figure 2 shows a component diagram of the
audio receiver 103 according to one exemplary embod-
iment. The audio receiver 103 may be any electronic de-
vice that is capable of driving one or more transducers
109 in the loudspeaker array 105. For example, the audio
receiver 103 may be a desktop computer, a laptop com-
puter, a tablet computer, a home theater receiver, a set-
top box, and/or a mobile device (e.g., a smartphone).
The audio receiver 103 may include a hardware proces-
sor 201 and a memory unit 203.
[0016] The processor 201 and the memory unit 203
are used here to refer to any suitable combination of pro-
grammable data processing components and data stor-
age that conduct the operations needed to implement
the various functions and operations of the audio receiver
103. The processor 201 may be an applications proces-
sor typically found in a smart phone, while the memory
unit 203 may refer to microelectronic, non-volatile ran-
dom access memory. An operating system may be stored
in the memory unit 203 along with application programs
specific to the various functions of the audio receiver 103,
which are to be run or executed by the processor 201 to
perform the various functions of the audio receiver 103.
[0017] The audio receiver 103 may include one or more
audio inputs 205 for receiving audio signals from an ex-
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ternal device, e.g., a remote device. For example, the
audio receiver 103 may receive audio signals from a re-
mote server of a streaming media service. The audio
signals may represent one or more channels of a piece
of sound program content (e.g., a musical composition
or an audio track for a movie). For example, a single
signal corresponding to a single channel of a piece of
multichannel sound program content may be received
by an input 205 of the audio receiver 103. In another
example, a single signal may correspond to multiple
channels of a piece of sound program content, which are
multiplexed onto the single signal. The processor 201 of
the audio receiver 103 may receive as inputs multiple
audio channel signals simultaneously, and processes
these to produce multiple acoustic transducer drive sig-
nals (to render the audio content in the input signals as
sound), e.g., as a beamforming process to control relative
phases and gains for each of the signals used to drive
the transducers such that the transducers generate an
acoustic beam pattern along the horizontal plane.
[0018] In one exemplary embodiment, the audio re-
ceiver 103 may include a digital audio input 205A that
receives digital audio signals from an external device
and/or a remote device. For example, the audio input
205A may be a TOSLINK connector or a digital wireless
interface (e.g., a wireless local area network (WLAN)
adapter or a Bluetooth adapter). In one exemplary em-
bodiment, the audio receiver 103 may include an analog
audio input 205B that receives analog audio signals from
an external device. For example, the audio input 205B
may be a binding post, a Fahnestock clip, or a phono
plug that is designed to receive a wire or conduit and a
corresponding analog signal. In another exemplary em-
bodiment, the processor 201 may obtain its input audio
channel signals by decoding an encoded audio file, e.g.,
an MPEG file.
[0019] In one exemplary embodiment, the audio re-
ceiver 103 may include an interface 207 for communi-
cating with the loudspeaker array 105. The interface 207
may utilize wired mediums (e.g., conduit or wire) to com-
municate with the loudspeaker array 105, as shown in
Figure 1. In another exemplary embodiment, the inter-
face 207 may communicate with the loudspeaker array
105 through a wireless connection. For example, the net-
work interface 207 may utilize one or more wireless pro-
tocols and standards for communicating with the loud-
speaker array 105, including the IEEE 802.11 suite of
standards, IEEE 802.3, cellular Global System for Mobile
Communications (GSM) standards, cellular Code Divi-
sion Multiple Access (CDMA) standards, Long Term Ev-
olution (LTE) standards, and/or Bluetooth standards.
[0020] Figure 3A shows a component diagram for the
loudspeaker array 105 according to one exemplary em-
bodiment. As shown in Figure 3A, the loudspeaker array
105 may include an interface 301 for receiving drive sig-
nals from the audio receiver 103. The drive signals may
be used for driving each of the transducers 109 in the
loudspeaker array 105. As with the interface 207, the

interface 301 may utilize wired protocols and standards
and/or one or more wireless protocols and standards,
including the IEEE 802.11 suite of standards, IEEE
802.3, cellular Global System for Mobile Communica-
tions (GSM) standards, cellular Code Division Multiple
Access (CDMA) standards, Long Term Evolution (LTE)
standards, and/or Bluetooth standards. In some exem-
plary embodiment, the loudspeaker array 105 may in-
clude power amplifiers 307 for amplifying the drive sig-
nals sent to each of the transducers 109 in the loudspeak-
er array 105, as well as digital to analog converters
(DACs) 303 for converting the drive signals from digital
domain into analog domain, both of which may be inte-
grated into the speaker cabinet 111. Although described
and shown as being separate from the audio receiver
103, in some exemplary embodiment, one or more com-
ponents of the audio receiver 103 may be integrated with-
in a housing of the loudspeaker array 105. For example,
the loudspeaker array 105 may include the hardware
processor 201, the memory unit 203, and the one or more
audio inputs 205.
[0021] Figure 3B shows a side view of a loudspeaker
array 105 according to one embodiment. As shown in
Figure 3B, the loudspeaker array 105 houses multiple
transducers 109 in a cabinet 111. The cabinet 111 may
be a loudspeaker cabinet or loudspeaker enclosure com-
posed of two frusto conical sections 117A and 117B ro-
tated in relation to each other by 180°, and joined to each
other at their respective smaller base regions, to form a
waist region in which the transducers 109 are positioned.
An interior volume of the cabinet 111 may be used to
house associated electronic hardware such as amplifiers
and crossover circuits that are mounted inside the cabi-
net 111, but its primary role may be to prevent sound
waves generated by rearward facing surfaces of dia-
phragms of the transducers 109 (not visible in Figure 3B),
interacting with sound waves generated off the front fac-
ing surfaces of the diaphragms of the transducers 109
(which are visible as illustrated in Figure 3B) and ema-
nating sideways and outward from the frusto conical sec-
tions 117A, 117B. As will be described in greater detail
below, these frusto conical sections 117A and 117B (as
joined) form a continuously open circumferential horn
113 at the waist region, which may be used for improving
performance of integrated transducers 109 or for provid-
ing vertical sound control for the loudspeaker array 105.
One or both of the larger base regions of the frusto conical
sections 117A, 117B may be joined to a respective outer
wall, depicted as outer walls 127A, 127B in Figure 9 be-
low.
[0022] Although described in relation to frusto conical
sections 117A and 117B, in other embodiments, the cab-
inet 111 may be composed of any shapes or sections
that provide a narrow inner circumference (or waist), to
define a throat 115 of the continuously open circumfer-
ential horn 113, and a flared or wider outer section that
defines a mouth 119 of the horn 113. For example, in
other embodiments the cabinet 111 may be composed
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of one or more frustums, cones, pyramids, triangular
prisms, spheres, or any other similar shape.
[0023] In some embodiments, the cabinet 111 may be
defined by a hyperboloid shape that is similar to the cab-
inet 111 formed by the frusto conical sections 117A and
117B described above. In this embodiment, the cabinet
111 may include upper and lower sections that are wider
than a middle or waist section. The upper and lower sec-
tions may taper inwards to meet the narrower middle sec-
tion to form the throat 115 of the continuously open cir-
cumferential horn 113. In each of these embodiments, a
horizontal cross-section of the cabinet 111, which lies in
a horizontal plane that is perpendicular to the page show-
ing Fig. 3B and that is positioned to cut through the middle
section, may be circular such that the continuously open
circumferential horn 113 uniformly extends around the
entire perimeter of the cabinet 111.
[0024] In some embodiments, the cabinet 111 may be
at least partially hollow and may allow for the mounting
of transducers 109 on an inside surface of the cabinet
111 with sound output holes formed in a cylindrical wall
of the waist section, each of the output holes being
aligned with the diaphragm of a respective one of the
transducers, or on an outside surface of the cabinet 111
(e.g., where each transducer is mounted such that its
diaphragm is positioned outside or spaced outward of
the cylindrical surface of the waist section). The cabinet
111 may be made of any material, including metals, metal
alloys, plastic polymers, or some combination thereof.
[0025] As shown in Figure 3A and Figure 3B and de-
scribed above, the loudspeaker array 105 includes a set
of transducers 109. The transducers 109 may be any
combination of full-range drivers, mid-range drivers, sub-
woofers, woofers, and tweeters, although in one embod-
iment they may all be replicates of each other. Each of
the transducers 109 may use a lightweight diaphragm,
or cone, connected to a rigid basket, or frame, via a flex-
ible suspension that constrains a coil of wire (e.g., a voice
coil) to move axially through a cylindrical magnetic gap.
When an electrical audio signal is applied to the voice
coil, a magnetic field is created by the electric current in
the voice coil, making it a variable electromagnet. The
coil and the transducers’ 109 magnetic system interact,
generating a mechanical force that causes the coil (and
thus, the attached cone) to move back and forth, thereby
reproducing sound under the control of the applied elec-
trical audio signal coming from an audio source, such as
the audio receiver 103. Although electromagnetic dy-
namic loudspeaker drivers are described for use as the
transducers 109, those skilled in the art will recognize
that other types of loudspeaker drivers, such as piezoe-
lectric, planar electromagnetic and electrostatic drivers
are possible. As shown in Fig. 3B and Fig. 4B, in one
embodiment, the rear face of the diaphragm of each
transducer 109 faces inward (into the ring formed by the
entire group of transducers 9) while the front face is facing
outward.
[0026] Referring back to Fig. 3A, each transducer 109

may be individually and separately driven using the pow-
er amplifiers 307 to produce sound in response to sep-
arate and discrete audio drive signals received from an
audio source (e.g., the audio receiver 103 - see Fig. 1).
By allowing the transducers 109 in the loudspeaker array
105 to be individually and separately driven according to
different parameters and settings (including delays and
voltage levels), the loudspeaker array 105 may produce
numerous directivity or beam radiation patterns that ac-
curately represent each channel of a piece of sound pro-
gram content received from the audio receiver 103. In
some embodiments, digital filtering techniques may be
used that impart variable gains and phases (relative to
each other) upon the individual drive signals for the trans-
ducers 109, in the digital domain, e.g., by the processor
201 which may be part of the audio receiver 103 (see
Figure 2). A beamforming process may be performed
upon a give set of two or more input audio channels, e.g.,
by the processor 201, to produce a number of desired
acoustic output patterns, which are rendered by trans-
ferring the individual transducer drive signals (in digital
form) to the DACs 303 via the interface 301.
[0027] For example, in one embodiment, the loud-
speaker array 105 may produce one or more of the di-
rectivity or radiation patterns shown in Figure 4A along
a horizontal plane that is perpendicular to the upright
stance of the cabinet 111 as seen in the earlier figures
(or that is perpendicular to the central upright axis 102).
In Fig. 4A, an omnidirectional pattern is shown on the
right (having a low directivity index, DI), a hypercardiod
pattern is shown on the right (having a high DI), while a
cardiod pattern is shown in the middle. Figure 4B shows
a top view of a loudspeaker array 105 emitting a forward
(or right) facing cardioid radiation pattern in a horizontal
plane using a set of transducers 109 according to one
embodiment. Simultaneous directivity patterns produced
by the loudspeaker array 105 may not only differ in shape,
but may also differ in the direction of their respective ref-
erence axes. For instance, different directivity patterns
may be "pointed" in different directions in the listening
area 101 to represent separate channels or separate
pieces of sound program content for separate zones or
separate listeners 107.
[0028] Power or gain performance from the transduc-
ers 109 may be lacking, if the transducers 109 have to
be made smaller in order to fit into a smaller cabinet 111.
To improve the performance of the transducers 109, a
horn may be used at the primary sound output opening
of each transducer 109 (or selected ones of the trans-
ducers 109). In particular, an acoustic horn may be used
to 1) increase the efficiency of a transducer 109 (e.g.,
add acoustic gain for sound output by a transducer 109)
and/or 2) to control the direction in which the sound is
radiated into the listening area 101.
[0029] For example, as shown in Figure 5A, a single
transducer 109 is connected to the throat 403 of a horn
401, and the cross sectional area of the horn 401 increas-
es with distance from the throat 403 to the mouth 405 of
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the horn 401. The change in cross section with distance
and the detailed shape of the horn 401 may be chosen
to add a specified level of gain to sound emitted by the
transducer 109 for a specified frequency range of oper-
ation. In this sense, the horn 401 may be considered an
acoustic transformer that provides impedance matching
between the diaphragm material of the transducer 109
and the less-dense air surrounding the loudspeaker array
105. The result is greater acoustic output power from
transducer 109. The shape of the horn 401 may also be
designed to give different passive directivity properties.
[0030] Historically, horns were very useful in increas-
ing acoustic gain when amplifiers were not yet available.
Although amplifiers are now readily available, horns may
continue to be useful as they still improve the gain per-
formance of transducers 109 in particular frequency
ranges and may provide passive directional control. Ac-
cordingly, horns may allow the use of smaller transducers
109 in mobile or other compact devices where amplifiers
may not be suitable options (e.g., size or thermal consid-
erations).
[0031] In some embodiments, the horn 401 shown in
Figure 5A is used with multiple transducers 109 ar-
ranged alongside each other. For example, as shown in
Figure 5B, multiple horns 401 may be used with multiple
transducers 109, respectively, that are positioned side
by side in a ring or circular formation. In this embodiment,
sound from each transducer 109 travels through a cor-
responding throat 403 of its horn 401, and mixes with
sound from adjacent transducers 109 upon exiting at the
mouth 405 of its horn 401. Accordingly, the horn 401 in
this arrangement provides a sound barrier between ad-
jacent transducers 109, where this barrier extends from
the throat 403, which is proximate and coupled to the
transducer 109, to the mouth 405 such that sound from
adjacent transducers 109 is not permitted to mix until
after escaping the horn 401.
[0032] The distance D shown in Figure 5B represents
the separation between points where sounds from adja-
cent transducers 109 are allowed to mix together (i.e.,
the point in this case where sounds leave respective
horns 401). The horns 401 shown in Figure 5B draw
sound outward and away from the transducers 109 (using
a set of barriers or walls that define the shape of the horns
401) before a sound can be mixed with sound from other
transducers 109, and this may dictate the distance D. In
particular, since the horn 401 flares outward, as the de-
sign of the horn 401 increases in length (e.g., calculated
from the throat 403 to the mouth 405), the horns 401 and
their corresponding transducers 109 may need to be
more greatly separated from each other. This increased
distance or spacing between the transducers 109 results
in a similar increase to the mixing distance D between
adjacent horns 401. For simplicity and consistency, this
distance D may be measured (for each adjacent pair of
horns 401) along any suitable, mathematically defined
curve that connects the centers of the mouths 405 of
adjacent horns 401. Similarly, for the embodiment of Fig-

ure 6, the mixing distance D may be measured along a
suitable, mathematically defined curve (in front of the
transducers 109) that connects the centers of the dia-
phragms of adjacent transducers 109.
[0033] In some cases, mixing of sounds produced by
transducers 109 may cause aliasing issues. Aliasing may
be restricted to particular frequency bands based on the
distance D. For example, aliasing may occur when a
wavelength of sound produce by the transducers 109 is
smaller than the mixing distance D. In other words, the
sound produced by adjacent transducers 109 (and as
heard by the listener 107) may exhibit aliasing at wave-
lengths that are smaller than a threshold wavelength (or
equivalently at frequencies that are higher than a thresh-
old frequency.) Since higher frequency sounds have
shorter wavelengths in comparison to lower frequency
sounds, as the distance D increases the frequencies of
sound that may be produced by the transducers 109 with-
out aliasing effects decreases (e.g., an inverse relation-
ship between the mixing distance D and the aliasing fre-
quency). In other words, the "aliasing frequency" (the fre-
quency above which there is substantial aliasing in the
sound that may be heard at a position of the listener 107)
drops, as the mixing distance D increases. Accordingly,
to ensure that sounds may be produced at higher fre-
quencies by the loudspeaker array 105 without the oc-
currence of aliasing effects, the mixing distance D should
be decreased.
[0034] In one embodiment, the loudspeaker array 105
described herein reduces the distance D by providing a
continuously open circumferential horn 113. As de-
scribed above and shown in Figure 3B, the continuously
open circumferential horn 113 may include a throat 115,
a mouth 119, and a set of inner walls 123a, 123b. The
throat 115 is defined by the narrowest end of the horn
113 and is proximate or coupled to the ring of transducers
109. In contrast, the mouth 119 is formed at the opposite
end of the horn 113 and is defined by the widest end of
the horn 113. The inner walls 123a, 123b mark the upper
and lower halves, or upper and lower bounds, respec-
tively, of the horn 113 and may provide a tapered or an-
gled connection between the throat 115 and the mouth
119 such that the horn 113 flares outwards (i.e., increas-
es in diameter moving from the throat 115 to the mouth
119).
[0035] The combined throat 115, mouth 119, and inner
walls 123 may extend the entire circumference or perim-
eter of the cabinet 111 (e.g., 360° around a center upright
axis 102 of the cabinet 111) such that the horn 113 is
circumferentially open and no barriers are present be-
tween transducers 109. In comparison to the arrange-
ment in Figure 5B in which each individual horn 401 cre-
ates a sound barrier for each corresponding transducer
109, the continuously open circumferential horn 113 de-
picted in Fig. 3B may allow the placement of multiple
transducers 109 side by side at the throat 115, without
barriers between each transducer 109. Although the in-
ner walls 123 form upper and lower barriers for sound
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produced by the transducers 109, these inner walls 123
do not restrict mixing of sound between transducers 109.
For example, Figure 6 shows a top view of an arrange-
ment of as in Fig. 3B, in which the transducers 109 are
side by side around the throat 115 of the continuously
open circumferential horn 113. Since in this embodiment
no barriers are present between each adjacent pair of
the transducers 109, sound from each of the transducers
109 may be mixed together soon after being produced
or emitted by the transducers 109 (e.g., they are mixed
in the throat 115 of the horn 113). In particular, the mixing
distance D at which sound from adjacent transducers
109 is mixed may be reduced in comparison to the dis-
tance D shown in Figure 5B.
[0036] Based on this reduced mixing distance D be-
tween sounds from adjacent transducers 109 entering
into the same environment (e.g., see Figure 1, the throat
115 of the horn 113) and being allowed to mix together,
the aliasing frequency may be increased when using the
continuously open circumferential horn 113. As noted
above, the aliasing frequency is the frequency at which
higher frequency sounds may cause undesirable aliasing
effects, based on the mixing distance D. Accordingly,
since the continuously open circumferential horn 113 pro-
vides a higher aliasing frequency based on the reduced
mixing distance D in comparison to the closed or seg-
mented horns 401 shown in Figure 5B, the transducers
109 in Figure 3B and Figure 6 may be driven with higher
frequency sounds without the presence of aliasing ef-
fects. Further, the continuously open circumferential horn
113 may still provide efficiency improvements (i.e., im-
proved gain performance) and vertical sound control sim-
ilar to traditional horn designs.
[0037] In one embodiment, the continuously open cir-
cumferential horn 113 may be formed using components
of the cabinet 111. For example, as described above, the
cabinet 111 may be formed of the two frusto conical sec-
tions 117A and 117B, which are joined together as shown
in Figure 3B. In particular, one of the two frusto conical
sections 117A and 117B may be rotated 180° in relation
to the other and then joined to form a generally hourglass
or hyperboloid shape for the cabinet 111. The bottom of
the lower section 117B may be flat so as to enable the
cabinet 111 to stably rest on a flat surface such as a
tabletop as shown in the example of Figure 1, or on a
floor. This generally hourglass or hyperboloid shape has
a narrow or tapered section that defines the throat 115
of the horn 113 and a wide or flared section that defines
the mouth 119 of the horn 113. Although described as
being formed of separate sections 117A and 117B that
are joined or otherwise coupled together, the cabinet 111
may be made in different ways such as two or more ver-
tically or horizontally continuous pieces that are joined
together. The continuously open circumferential horn
113 may have a curved surface at the corners 125A,
125B of its mouth 119 so that the cabinet 111 has a true
hyperboloid shape, as depicted in Figure 9, for example.
[0038] In one embodiment, the ring of transducers 109

may be located around the throat 115 of the continuously
open circumferential horn 113. As shown in Figure 3B
and Figure 6, the transducers 109 may be aligned in a
horizontal plane, around the throat 115, such that each
of the transducers 109 is vertically equidistant from the
larger base of the upper section 117A and is vertically
equidistant from the larger base of the lower section 117B
of the cabinet 111.
[0039] Although as shown in Figure 3B and Figure 6
and described above the transducers 109 are arranged
uniformly at the throat 115 of the horn 113 with their di-
aphragms oriented substantially vertically, in other em-
bodiments the transducers 109 may be differently ar-
ranged around or about the throat 115 of the horn 113.
For example, since the throat 115 of the continuously
open circumferential horn 113 is formed at a narrowest
or waist section of the cabinet 111, arranging all of the
transducers 109 along this section, with their diaphragms
in a vertical orientation, may be difficult. Namely, the con-
stricted space provided by the throat 115 may not allow
the use of large, more powerful transducers 109 (unless
the diameter of the throat is made larger, and the top and
bottom sections 117a, 117b of the cabinet are also made
larger.) The limited space may also result in heat issues
caused by poor thermal dissipation in a confined area
with a high density of transducers 109. To alleviate these
space constraints, some or all of the transducers 109
(that together may form a ring) may instead be located
within a hollow portion of the upper section 117A, which
is above the throat 115 (and below a top of the upper
section 117a) as shown in Figure 7. Since the horn 113
tapers such that the throat 115 is the narrowest element
of the cabinet 111 (from a side view, as in Fig. 7), any
portion of the progressive widening upper section 117A
above the throat 115 may afford more space for the place-
ment or mounting of the transducers 109, and in particular
their motors which are directly behind, and attached to
drive, their respective diaphragms, in comparison to
mounting of the transducers 109 at the throat 115, e.g.,
all oriented vertically as shown in Fig. 3b and Fig. 4b. In
the exemplary embodiment of Figure 7, sound produced
by the transducers 109 may be directed to flow into the
continuously open circumferential horn 113 through the
slots 701. The slot 701 may be a passageway that ex-
tends into the cabinet 111, from the outer surface of a
side wall of the upper section 117A, and that acoustically
joins the front surface of the diaphragm of each respec-
tive transducer 109 to the throat 115 (of the continuously
open circumferential horn 113.) In some exemplary em-
bodiments, one or more of the slots 701 may include one
or more bends or curves. The bends or curves allow the
transducers 109 to be placed or mounted in different po-
sitions and orientations within the cabinet 111 while still
allowing for sound produced by each transducer 109 to
reach the throat 115 of the continuously open circumfer-
ential horn 113. In the version shown in Fig. 7, the slots
701 are such that they enable their respective transduc-
ers 109 to be oriented so that their diaphragms are sub-
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stantially horizontal (instead of vertical as in Figs. 3b,
4b), thereby allowing more space for their respective mo-
tors within the upper section 117a. Since the slots 701
deliver sound produced by corresponding transducers
109 at the same point around the throat 115 as when the
transducers 109 are mounted at the throat 115 as shown
in Figure 3B, the mixing distance D between adjacent
transducers 109 may remain the same or nearly identical.
Given that the mixing distance D remains small (in com-
parison to the horns 401 shown in Figure 5A and Figure
5B), the aliasing frequency for the loudspeaker array 105
shown in Figure 7 may remain high as described above,
such that high frequency sounds may be emitted by the
transducers 109 without the presence or occurrence of
aliasing effects.
[0040] Although as described above and shown in Fig-
ure 7 all of the transducers 109 are housed entirely within
the upper section 117A, in another exemplary embodi-
ment all of the transducers 109 (together still forming a
ring) may be similarly placed or mounted entirely within
the lower section 117B. In some other exemplary em-
bodiments, the transducers 109 may be alternately
placed within (alternating between) the top and lower
sections 117A and 117B as shown in Figure 8. In this
exemplary embodiment, within each top or bottom sec-
tion 117a, 117b, there is even more space between ad-
jacent ones of the transducers 109 that are within the
same section 117a, 117b of the cabinet 111 for mounting,
since the transducers 109 are alternately placed above
and below the throat 115. Similar to the loudspeaker array
105 shown in Figure 7, the loudspeaker array 105 shown
in Figure 8 may utilize slots 701 to direct sound from the
transducers 109 to the throat 115 of the continuously
open circumferential horn 113.
[0041] As described above, the continuously open cir-
cumferential horn 113 reduces aliasing effects between
adjacent transducers 109 in the loudspeaker array 105.
In particular, the mixing distance D between adjacent
transducers 109 (e.g., transducers 109 that are directly
adjacent in the ring of transducers 109) may be de-
creased such that a corresponding aliasing frequency is
increased. This aliasing frequency describes the highest
frequency that may be emitted by the transducers 109
without generation or production of aliasing effects
caused by mixing of sound between transducers 109.
Accordingly, by decreasing the mixing distance D, the
continuously open circumferential horn 113 increases
the range of frequencies that may be produced by the
transducers 109 without unwanted effects.
[0042] As shown in Figure 3B and Figure 4B and de-
scribed above, the loudspeaker array 105 may include a
single ring of transducers 109 that are positioned side by
side as shown. In one embodiment, each of the trans-
ducers 109 in the ring of transducers 109 may be of the
same type or model, e.g., replicates. The ring of trans-
ducers 109 may be aligned along or in a horizontal plane
such that each of the transducers 109 is vertically equi-
distant from a planar, larger base of the top frusto conical

section 117A and is vertically equidistant from a planar,
larger base of the bottom frusto conical section 117B of
the cabinet 111. Further, this horizontal plane may be
perpendicular to the upright stance of the cabinet 111
(as it is shown in the figures). Although a single ring of
transducers 109 aligned along a horizontal plane may
provide dynamic horizontal beam control through adjust-
ment of relative gains and phases of drive signals applied
to each transducer 109, vertical control of sound emitted
by the loudspeaker array 105 may be limited. In particu-
lar, by lacking multiple stacked rings of transducers 109,
dynamic directional control of sound may be limited to
this horizontal plane.
[0043] Since dynamic vertical control of sound pro-
duced by the single ring of transducers 109 may not be
possible, more passive solutions may be used. For ex-
ample, the continuously open circumferential horn 113
may be used to assist in controlling the vertical spread
of sound from the ring of transducers 109 into the listening
area 101. As shown in Figure 9, the continuously open
circumferential horn 113 may be flared to control the di-
rection of sound along a vertical axis. The horn 113 may
be adjusted during manufacture to accommodate for dif-
ferent performance requirements of the loudspeaker ar-
ray 105. For example, the angle of the upper and lower
inner walls 123a, 123b (relative to the horizontal plane)
and the corresponding size of the mouth 119 may be
adjusted to create a larger or smaller vertical spread of
sound into the listening area 101 (see Figure 1.) In other
embodiments, the corners 125a, 125b that connect the
inner walls 123a, 123b to the outer walls 127a, 127b,
respectively, and which define the entrance of the mouth
119, may be curved or rounded as shown in Figure 9.
This curvature may provide a more consistent frequency
response in comparison to a sharp or abrupt corner 125
such as depicted in Figure 3B.
[0044] Although the design of the horn 113 in Figure
3B may reduce aliasing effects as described above, its
sharp corners 125 may apply an inconsistent improve-
ment or increase in gain across all frequencies. Instead,
the sharp corners 125 may lead to peak improvements
in gain across some frequencies while providing less or
no increases in gain in other frequency ranges (e.g., par-
ticularly with low frequency content). This inconsistent
response across frequencies may create undesirable
changes to sound produced by the loudspeaker array
105. In contrast, the curved corners 125 of the horn 113
shown in Figure 9 may provide a more desirable horn
design that is less likely to have reduced gain at low fre-
quencies. In particular, in the horn 113 of Figure 9 the
sidewall 123a may gradually flare off at the corner 125a
and join the vertically oriented outer wall 127; similarly,
the sidewall 123b flares off at the corner 125b and joins
the vertically oriented outer wall 127b. A more consistent
frequency response for sound produced by the transduc-
ers 109 using these curved corners 125 may be expect-
ed.
[0045] Although shown in Figure 9 as being identical,
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the angle and shape of the inner wall 123a (along or
defined by the upper section 117A) may, alternatively,
be different in comparison to the angle and shape of the
inner wall 123b (along or defined by the lower section
117B.) For example, as shown in Figure 10, the inner
wall 123b along the lower section 117B may be planar
and perpendicular relative to the vertically oriented center
upright axis 102, e.g., entirely horizontal, while the inner
wall 123a along the upper section 117A remains similar
as in the earlier embodiments, such as Figure 9, that is
not planar and sloped upward (in relation to the horizontal
plane.) Further, the corner 125b of the lower section 117B
may be sharper in comparison to the corner 125a of the
upper section 117A, as shown. In this embodiment, the
lack of slope to the inner wall 123b and the sharply angled
corner 125b (of the lower section 117B) may assist the
horn 113 in directing sound away from a possibly reflec-
tive surface upon which the loudspeaker array 105 may
be situated (e.g., a table or a floor). The upward slope of
the inner wall 123a and curved corner 125a of the upper
section 117A may direct sound produced by the trans-
ducers 109 towards the listener 107. In other embodi-
ments, the upper and lower sections 117A and 117B of
the horn 113 (cabinet 111) may be formed in different
fashions to provide desired vertical control of sound out-
put.
[0046] Although described above in relation to a single
ring of identical transducers 109, the loudspeaker array
105 may include additional transducers arranged along
and within the cabinet 111. For example, Figure 11
shows a loudspeaker array 105 with a first set of trans-
ducers 109A used for producing, or designed to be driven
by, a first set of audio frequencies (where the first set of
transducers 109A may be a single ring of transducers
such as the transducers 109 depicted in Figure 3B, a
second set of transducers 109B used for producing, or
designed to be driven by a second set of frequencies,
and a third set of transducers 109C used for producing,
or designed to be driven by a third set of frequencies. In
this example, there is a group of transducers 109B, 109C
that are housed within the section of the cabinet 111 that
is below the horn 113 and defined by the outer wall 127B,
and another group of transducers 109B, 109C that are
housed within the section of the cabinet 111 that is above
the horn 113 and defined by the outer wall 127A. For
instance, the first set of transducers 109A may be used
or designed for high frequency content (e.g., 5kHz-
10kHz), the second set of transducers 109B may be used
or designed for mid frequency content (e.g., 1kHz-5kHz),
and the third set of transducers 109C may be used or
designed for low frequency content (e.g., 100Hz-1kHz).
These frequency ranges for driving each of the transduc-
ers 109A, 109B, and 109C may be enforced using a set
of filters that may be integrated within the loudspeaker
array 105 (not shown). Since the wavelengths for sound
waves produced by the first transducers 109A are smaller
than wavelengths of sound waves produced by the trans-
ducers 109B, the mixing distance D associated with

these transducers 109A (see Figure 6) should be de-
signed to be smaller than the mixing distance D associ-
ated with the transducers 109B. In particular, to prevent
aliasing effects the mixing distance D for the transducers
109A should be small enough such that the small wave-
lengths produced by high frequency content are not
smaller than the distance D. However, since the trans-
ducers 109B produce lower frequency content (i.e., mid
frequency content) with larger wavelengths, the distance
D for transducers 109B may be made larger, e.g. the
transducers 109B do not need to be as tightly packed as
the transducers 109A. Similarly, the transducers 109C
may be arranged to have a larger mixing distance D than
both the transducers 109A and the transducers 109B.
Since the mixing distances D for the transducers 109B
and the transducers 109C may be made larger without
the occurrence of aliasing effects, a continuously open
circumferential horn 113 that enables a reduction in the
distance D may not be necessary for these transducers
109B and 109C. In these embodiments, a traditional horn
401, such as those shown in Figure 5A and Figure 5B,
may be added to one or more of the transducers 109B,
109C, if gain efficiency improvements or directional con-
trol for these rings of transducers 109B and 109C are
desired.
[0047] Although the open circumferential horn 113 is
described above as a "completely open" circumferential
horn 113, in some embodiments a divider 129 may be
added or placed between an adjacent pair of transducers
109 as shown in Figure 12. A divider 129 may be a flat,
rigid piece or segment that extends outward from the
throat 115 between an adjacent pair of transducers 109,
generally transverse to or perpendicular to the inner walls
123a, 123b, along a of the horn 113 (in the case where
the horn 113 defines a circular mouth 119.) Although not
shown in the drawings, the divider 129 may be joined to
both of the inner walls 123a, 123b and may widen in the
vertical direction (as it extends outward and along the
inner walls 123a, 123b.) An adjacent pair of the dividers
129 may be viewed as partitioning =a portion of the mouth
119 of the horn 113 for each transducer 109. The length
dimension of the divider 129, e.g., measured along the
radius (r) taken from the center of a circular mouth 119
which may be concentric with a circular throat 115 as
shown in Figure 12, may be selected to trade off between
the frequency where aliasing begins and the amount of
directivity control that may be achieved at lower frequen-
cies for a given amplifier power and transducer 109 ex-
cursion. For example, a set of the dividers 129 as shown
in Figure 12, for all of the transducers 119, may each be
between 25 millimeters and 60 millimeters long between
its inner end point at the throat 115 and its outer end
point. In contrast to the exemplary embodiment of Figure
12, in other exemplary embodiments the dividers 129
extend the entire distance from the mouth 119 to the
throat 115 (of the otherwise continuously open circum-
ferential horn 113.) The dividers 129 may be sized (as in
Figure 12) to extend to only a fraction of the distance
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from the mouth 119 to the throat 115.
[0048] Additionally, the dividers 129 may provide an
effective "short horn" for the sound emerging from the
transducers 109 prior to being mixed within the shared
space of the circumferential horn 113 (that is within the
boundary of mouth 119 depicted in Figure 12). Providing
a short horn section before mixing can have the effect of
smoothing out particle velocity across the exits of the
short horns formed by the dividers 129 such that aliasing
effects are reduced. For example, a set of small trans-
ducers 109, wherein each adjacent pair is spaced a dis-
tance d apart from each other (e.g., a straight line that
joint a center of the diaphragm of one to the center of the
diaphragm of another, and noting that this may not be
the mixing distance D referred to above), may have worse
aliasing effects than a set of larger transducers 109
(wherein each adjacent pair is also spaced the same dis-
tance d apart), due to the additional empty spaces be-
tween the smaller transducers 109. Figure 13 shows two
example velocity profiles A and B that may be produced
by rings of small and large transducers. In both situations,
aliasing occurs at the same frequency, but profile A (of
the ring of smaller transducers) has worse aliasing effects
than profile B. The short horns created by the dividers
129 have the effect of making the velocity profile of a set
of small transducers 109 as illustrated by profile A look
more like profile B such that aliasing effects are reduced.
[0049] While certain embodiments have been de-
scribed and shown in the accompanying drawings, it is
to be understood that such embodiments are merely il-
lustrative of and not restrictive on the broad invention,
and that the invention is not limited to the specific con-
structions and arrangements shown and described,
since various other modifications may occur to those of
ordinary skill in the art. The description is thus to be re-
garded as illustrative instead of limiting.

Claims

1. A loudspeaker array (105), comprising:

a plurality of first transducers (109A) to emit
sound into a listening area (101); and
a cabinet (111) to house the first transducers
(109A), the cabinet (111) forming a continuously
open circumferential horn (113) including a cir-
cular throat (115) concentric with a circular
mouth (119), wherein the continuously open cir-
cumferential horn (113) flares outward from the
circular throat (115) to the circular mouth (119),
wherein the plurality of first transducers (109A)
are coupled to the cabinet in a ring formation
around and at the circular throat, and wherein
the plurality of first transducers include respec-
tive diaphragms having a front surface that faces
outward from the circular mouth.

2. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 1, further com-
prising:
a first plurality of frequency filters to restrict the fre-
quency range of sound emitted by the first transduc-
ers (109A) to a first predefined range of frequencies.

3. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 2, wherein a
distance between each of the diaphragms is less
than a wavelength of the sound at the highest fre-
quency in the predefined range of frequencies.

4. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 1, wherein the
cabinet (111) is formed of an upper section (117A)
and a lower section (117B) that are coupled together,
wherein the upper section (117A) and the lower sec-
tion (117B) separately taper inwards such that the
cabinet (111) forms an hourglass shape, and pref-
erably wherein a narrow section of the hourglass
shape of the cabinet is a waist that defines the cir-
cular throat (115) of the continuously open circum-
ferential horn (113).

5. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 1, wherein the
cabinet (111) includes an upper corner and a lower
corner at the circular mouth (119), and wherein the
corners are curved.

6. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 4, wherein an
acute angle of the taper of the upper section (117A),
relative to a plane in which the first transducers lie,
is different from an acute angle of the taper of the
lower section (117B), relative to the plane in which
the first transducers lie.

7. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 4, wherein the
angle of the taper of the upper section (117A), rela-
tive to a plane in which the first transducers lie, con-
trols, and the angle of taper of the lower section,
relative to a plane in which the first transducers lie,
controls a spread of sound produced by the plurality
of first transducers in the vertical direction.

8. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 1, further com-
prising:
a plurality of dividers (129), wherein each divider is
located between an adjacent pair of transducers in
the plurality of first transducers (109A), and wherein
each of the dividers extends outward from the circu-
lar throat (115) of the continuously open circumfer-
ential horn (113).

9. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 2, further com-
prising:

a plurality of second transducers (109B) that are
integrated within the cabinet (111) and outside
the continuously open circumferential horn
(113); and
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a second set of frequency filters to restrict the
frequency range of sound emitted by the plurality
of second transducers (109B) to a second pre-
defined range of frequencies, wherein the first
predefined range is higher than the second pre-
defined set of frequencies.

10. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 1, wherein the
ring formation of the plurality of first transducers
(109A) forms a horizontal plane that is perpendicular
to the upright stance of the cabinet (111), and pref-
erably further comprising:

a beamforming processor to control relative
phases and gains of signals used to drive the
plurality of first transducers (109A) such that the
plurality of first transducers (109A) generate an
acoustic beam pattern along the horizontal
plane.

11. A loudspeaker array (105) of any preceding claim,
wherein the horn (113) flares outward from the cir-
cular throat (115) to the circular mouth (119) along
an upper wall and a lower wall, and wherein the front
surface of the diaphragms emit sound toward the
circular mouth (119), and wherein the continuously
open circumferential horn (113) reduces a distance
at which sound produced by adjacent transducers is
mixed by providing a uniformly open and unrestricted
circumferential cavity for the plurality of transducers
(109A) to emit sound into.

12. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 11, wherein
the continuously open circumferential horn (113) is
defined by a hyperboloid shape of the cabinet (111).

13. The loudspeaker array (105) of claim 11, wherein
the upper section (117A) includes a rounded corner
proximate to the circular mouth (119) and opposite
the circular throat (115) of the horn (113), wherein
the corner of the upper section is curved upward and
away from the circular throat (115), wherein the lower
section (117B) includes a rounded corner proximate
to the circular mouth (119) and opposite the circular
throat (115) of the horn (113), and wherein the corner
of the lower section is curved downward and away
from the circular throat (115).

Patentansprüche

1. Lautsprecheranordnung (105), umfassend:

eine Vielzahl von ersten Wandlern (109A) zum
Emittieren von Schall in einen Hörbereich (101);
und
ein Gehäuse (111) zum Unterbringen der ersten
Wandler (109A), wobei das Gehäuse (111) ein

kontinuierlich offenes umlaufendes Horn (113)
bildet, das einen kreisförmigen Hals (115) bein-
haltet, der konzentrisch zu einer kreisförmigen
Mündung (119) ist, wobei sich das kontinuierlich
offene umlaufende Horn (113) von dem kreis-
förmigen Hals (115) zur kreisförmigen Mündung
(119) nach außen erweitert, wobei die Vielzahl
von ersten Wandlern (109A) mit dem Gehäuse
in einer Ringformation um und an der kreisför-
migen Mündung gekoppelt ist, und wobei die
Vielzahl von ersten Wandlern entsprechende
Membranen mit einer vorderen Oberfläche be-
inhaltet, die von der kreisförmigen Mündung
nach außen weist.

2. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 1, fer-
ner umfassend:
eine erste Vielzahl von Frequenzfiltern, um den Fre-
quenzbereich des Schalls, der von den ersten Wand-
lern (109A) emittiert wird, auf einen ersten vordefi-
nierten Bereich von Frequenzen zu beschränken.

3. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 2, wo-
bei ein Abstand zwischen jeder der Membranen klei-
ner als eine Wellenlänge des Schalls bei der höchs-
ten Frequenz in dem vordefinierten Bereich von Fre-
quenzen ist.

4. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei das Gehäuse (111) aus einem oberen Abschnitt
(117A) und einen unteren Abschnitt (117B) gebildet
ist, die miteinander verbunden sind, wobei der obere
Abschnitt (117A) und der untere Abschnitt (117B)
sich getrennt nach innen verjüngen, so dass das Ge-
häuse (111) eine Sanduhrform bildet, und wobei vor-
zugsweise ein schmaler Abschnitt der Sanduhrform
des Gehäuses eine Taille ist, die den kreisförmigen
Hals (115) des kontinuierlich offenen umlaufenden
Horns (113) definiert.

5. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei das Gehäuse (111) eine obere Ecke und eine
untere Ecke an der kreisförmigen Mündung (119)
beinhaltet und wobei die Ecken gekrümmt sind.

6. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 4, wo-
bei sich ein spitzer Winkel der Verjüngung des obe-
ren Abschnitts (117A) relativ zu einer Ebene, in der
die ersten Wandler liegen, von einem spitzen Winkel
der Verjüngung des unteren Abschnitts (117B) rela-
tiv zu der Ebene, in der die ersten Wandler liegen,
unterscheidet.

7. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 4, wo-
bei der Winkel der Verjüngung des oberen Ab-
schnitts (117A) relativ zu einer Ebene, in der die ers-
ten Wandler liegen, und der Winkel der Verjüngung
des unteren Abschnitts relativ zu einer Ebene, in der
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die ersten Wandler liegen, eine Ausbreitung des
Schalls steuert, der von der Vielzahl von ersten
Wandlern in der vertikalen Richtung erzeugt wird.

8. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 1, fer-
ner umfassend:
eine Vielzahl von Teilern (129), wobei jeder Teiler
zwischen einem benachbarten Paar von Wandlern
in der Vielzahl von ersten Wandlern (109A) lokalisiert
ist, und wobei jeder der Teiler sich von dem kreis-
förmigen Hals (115) des kontinuierlich offenen um-
laufenden Horns (113) nach außen erstreckt.

9. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 2, fer-
ner umfassend:

eine Vielzahl von zweiten Wandlern (109B), die
innerhalb des Gehäuses (111) und außerhalb
des kontinuierlich offenen umlaufenden Horns
(113) integriert sind; und
einen zweiten Satz von Frequenzfiltern, um den
Frequenzbereich des von der Vielzahl von zwei-
ten Wandlern (109B) emittierten Schalls auf ei-
nen zweiten vordefinierten Bereich von Fre-
quenzen zu beschränken, wobei der erste vor-
definierte Bereich höher ist als der zweite vor-
definierte Satz von Frequenzen.

10. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Ringformation der Vielzahl von ersten Wand-
lern (109A) eine horizontale Ebene bildet, die senk-
recht zur aufrechten Stellung des Gehäuses (111)
ist, und vorzugsweise ferner umfasst:
einen Strahlformungsprozessor zum Steuern relati-
ver Phasen und Verstärkungen von Signalen, die
zum Betreiben der Vielzahl von ersten Wandlern
(109A) verwendet werden, so dass die Vielzahl von
ersten Wandlern (109A) ein akustisches Strahlmus-
ter entlang der horizontalen Ebene erzeugt.

11. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach einem der vor-
hergehenden Ansprüche, wobei sich das Horn (113)
von dem kreisförmigen Hals (115) zu der kreisförmi-
gen Mündung (119) entlang einer oberen Wand und
einer unteren Wand nach außen erweitert, und wo-
bei die vordere Oberfläche der Membranen Schall
in Richtung der kreisförmigen Mündung (119) emit-
tiert, und wobei das kontinuierlich offene umlaufende
Horn (113) einen Abstand verringert, bei dem von
benachbarten Wandlern erzeugter Schall gemischt
wird, indem ein gleichmäßig offener und unbe-
schränkter umlaufender Kavität für die Vielzahl von
Wandlern (109A) bereitgestellt wird, in den Schall
emittiert wird.

12. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 11,
wobei das durchgehend offene umlaufende Horn
(113) durch eine hyperboloide Form des Gehäuses

(111) definiert ist.

13. Lautsprecheranordnung (105) nach Anspruch 11,
wobei der obere Abschnitt (117A) eine abgerundete
Ecke nahe der kreisförmigen Mündung (119) und
gegenüber dem kreisförmigen Hals (115) des Horns
(113) beinhaltet, wobei die Ecke des oberen Ab-
schnitts nach oben und von dem kreisförmigen Hals
(115) weg gekrümmt ist, wobei der untere Abschnitt
(117B) eine abgerundete Ecke nahe der kreisförmi-
gen Mündung (119) und gegenüber dem kreisförmi-
gen Hals (115) des Horns (113) beinhaltet, und wo-
bei die Ecke des unteren Abschnitts nach unten und
von dem kreisförmigen Hals (115) weg gekrümmt ist.

Revendications

1. Un réseau de haut-parleurs (105), comprenant :

une pluralité de premiers transducteurs (109A)
destinés à émettre du son dans une zone
d’écoute (101) ; et
un coffret (111) destiné à loger les premiers
transducteurs (109A), le coffret (111) formant
un pavillon circonférentiel ouvert en continu
(113) comprenant un col circulaire (115) con-
centrique avec une embouchure circulaire
(119), le pavillon circonférentiel ouvert en con-
tinu (113) s’évasant vers l’extérieur depuis le col
circulaire (115) jusqu’à l’embouchure circulaire
(119), la pluralité de premiers transducteurs
(109A) étant accouplés au coffret en une forma-
tion annulaire autour et au niveau du col circu-
laire, et la pluralité de premiers transducteurs
comprenant des diaphragmes respectifs avec
une surface frontale qui est tournée vers l’exté-
rieur à partir de l’embouchure circulaire.

2. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
1, comprenant en outre :
une première pluralité de filtres fréquentiels destinés
à restreindre à une première plage de fréquences
prédéfinie la plage de fréquences du son émis par
les premiers transducteurs (109A).

3. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
2, dans lequel une distance entre chacun des
diaphragmes est inférieure à une longueur d’onde
du son à la fréquence la plus élevée de la plage de
fréquences prédéfinie.

4. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
1, dans lequel le coffret (111) est formé d’une partie
supérieure (117A) et d’une partie inférieure (117B)
qui sont accouplées ensemble, la partie supérieure
(117A) et la partie inférieure (117B) se rétrécissant
séparément vers l’intérieur de telle sorte que le cof-
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fret (111) prenne une forme en sablier, et de préfé-
rence dans lequel une section étroite de la forme en
sablier du coffret est une ceinture qui définit le col
circulaire (115) du pavillon circonférentiel ouvert en
continu (113) .

5. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
1, dans lequel le coffret (111) comprend un coin su-
périeur et un coin inférieur au niveau de l’embouchu-
re circulaire (119), et dans lequel les coins sont cour-
bes.

6. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
4, dans lequel un angle aigu du rétrécissement de
la partie supérieure (117A)par rapport à un plan dans
lequel s’étendent les premiers transducteurs, est dif-
férent d’un angle aigu du rétrécissement de la partie
inférieure (117B) par rapport au plan dans lequel
s’étendent les premiers transducteurs.

7. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
4, dans lequel l’angle du rétrécissement de la partie
supérieure (117A) par rapport à un plan dans lequel
s’étendent les premiers transducteurs, et l’angle du
rétrécissement de la partie inférieure par rapport à
un plan dans lequel s’étendent les premiers trans-
ducteurs, permettent de contrôler un étalement dans
la direction verticale du son produit par la pluralité
de premiers transducteurs.

8. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
1, comprenant :
une pluralité de cloisons (129), chaque cloison étant
située entre une paire adjacente de transducteurs
de la pluralité de premiers transducteurs (109A), et
chacune des cloisons s’étendant vers l’extérieur à
partir du col circulaire (115) du pavillon circonféren-
tiel ouvert en continu (113).

9. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
2, comprenant en outre :

une pluralité de seconds transducteurs (109B)
qui sont intégrés dans le coffret (111) et à l’ex-
térieur du pavillon circonférentiel ouvert en con-
tinu (113) ; et
un second ensemble de filtres fréquentiels des-
tinés à restreindre à une seconde plage prédé-
finie de fréquences la plage de fréquences du
son émis par la pluralité de seconds transduc-
teurs (109B), la première plage prédéfinie étant
plus haute que la seconde plage prédéfinie de
fréquences.

10. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
1, dans lequel la formation annulaire de la pluralité
de premiers transducteurs (109A) forme un plan ho-
rizontal qui est perpendiculaire à la position debout

du coffret (111), et comprenant de préférence en
outre :
un processeur de conformation de faisceau permet-
tant de contrôler les phases et les gains relatifs des
signaux utilisés pour piloter la pluralité de premiers
transducteurs (109A) de telle sorte que la pluralité
de premiers transducteurs (109A) génèrent un dia-
gramme de faisceau acoustique suivant le plan ho-
rizontal.

11. Un réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel le pavillon
(113) s’évase vers l’extérieur depuis le col circulaire
(115) jusqu’à l’embouchure circulaire (119) le long
d’une paroi supérieure et d’une paroi inférieure, et
dans lequel la surface frontale des diaphragmes
émet un son en direction de l’embouchure circulaire
(119), et dans lequel le pavillon circonférentiel ouvert
en continu (113) réduit une distance à laquelle se
mélangent les sons produits par des transducteurs
adjacents en formant une cavité circonférentielle li-
bre et uniformément ouverte dans laquelle la plura-
lité de transducteurs (109A) puissent émettre du son.

12. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
11, dans lequel le pavillon circonférentiel ouvert en
continu (113) est défini par une forme hyperboloïdale
du coffret (111).

13. Le réseau de haut-parleurs (105) de la revendication
11, dans lequel la partie supérieure (117A) com-
prend un coin arrondi proche de l’embouchure cir-
culaire (119) et à l’opposé du col circulaire (115) du
pavillon (113), dans lequel le coin de la partie supé-
rieure est courbé vers le haut et en éloignement du
col circulaire (115), dans lequel la partie inférieure
(117B) comprend un coin arrondi à proximité de l’em-
bouchure circulaire (119) et à l’opposé du col circu-
laire (115) du pavillon (113), et dans lequel le coin
de la partie inférieure est courbé vers le bas et en
éloignement du col circulaire (115).
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