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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority of provisional ap-
plication number 62/065,750, filed October 19, 2014 and
62/066,327, filed October 20, 2014.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0002] This invention relates to inflators. More partic-
ularly, this invention relates to inflation valves for com-
pressed gas cylinders used for inflating inflatable articles
such as life rafts and personal safety vests.

Description of the Background Art

[0003] Presently there exist many types of inflation
valves designed to be used in conjunction with com-
pressed gas cylinders or the like. In their simplest forms,
inflation valves include a knob or handle which is turned
to open a cylinder of compressed gas to inflate the inflat-
able article. However, even more prevalent are inflation
valves for sealed gas cylinders having a sealed, frangible
seal. Inflation valves of this type are operable by means
of a jerk handle and lanyard cord that allow the inflatable
article to be quickly inflated by a simple jerking of the
handle which then forces a pierce pin to fracture the fran-
gible seal of the gas cylinder, thereby allowing the com-
pressed gas therein to flow out of the gas cylinder to
inflate the inflatable article.
[0004] Due to the large force necessary to fracture the
frangible seal of a conventional gas cylinder, particularly
for raft inflators that require inflation from a large gas
cartridge, more contemporary designs of inflation valves
employ a powerful firing spring which is held in its cocked
position by means of a sear. Upon jerking of the jerk
handle by the user, the sear is released allowing the pow-
erful spring to very forcibly force the pierce pin through
the frangible seal of the gas cylinder.
[0005] WO2013/173653 discloses an inflator for inflat-
ing an inflatable device to which it is connected via fill
tubes or in which it is positioned. The inflator comprises
a power module assembly and an adaptor assembly in-
tended to be threaded into or onto the threaded neck of
a gas cylinder. The power module assembly employs
one or more power primers that are fired when a tether
is pulled to remove the actuator cup to release a spring-
loaded actuator pin to fire the power primer(s). The es-
caping gases from the power primer(s) then drive a pierce
pin to fracture a frangible seal allowing gas in the gas
cylinder to then flow into the inflatable device and inflate
the same.
[0006] FR 2848982 discloses an impact head for gas
bottle designed to inflate a survival raft which includes a
device for triggering firing of a pyrotechnic cartridge for

generating an overpressure for destroying a bottle cap
to open the bottle to enable raft inflation. The impact head
includes a tubular body with a device for connecting to
the gas bottle and the raft, and a device for opening a
cap of the gas bottle, that is displaceable between an
actuated position in which the opening device is main-
tained by a removable actuating device and an open po-
sition under the action of an elastic device. The opening
device includes a device for triggering firing of a pyro-
technic cartridge for generating an overpressure for de-
stroying the cap to open the gas bottle to inflate the raft.
[0007] US 4,582,494 discloses a liquid-sensitive actu-
ator for actuating a displacement responsive device,
such as an inflator for a flotation device. The actuator
comprises a sensing member within a housing which ex-
pands upon contact with a liquid entering the housing
through an inlet. Expansion of the sensing member im-
parts displacement to the device and thereby causes its
actuation. In the case of a flotation device, actuation may
involve displacement of a trigger member to cause dis-
charge of gas from a cartridge to deploy an inflatable cell.
[0008] US 2,627,998 discloses an inflator for pneumat-
ic lifesaving devices having a sealed cylinder containing
a gas under pressure which can be punctured either at
will by a user or automatically when the user plunges into
water or the like, so that the gas is instantaneously re-
lease and then directed into an inflatable lifesaving de-
vice.
[0009] US 2,894,658 discloses an inflator with a solu-
ble release comprising a body having an outlet gas pas-
sage adapted to be put into communication with the in-
terior of a life-jacket, a gas capsule secured to or integral
with the body and having a sealed mouth located within
the body, a striker pin or the like adapted to open the
capsule under spring pressure, and a soluble plug locat-
ed in the body between an abutment formed in the body
and an abutment on the striker pin or the like, the soluble
plug being trapped between said abutments to prevent
movement of the striker pin in the capsule opening direc-
tion.
[0010] To eliminate the need for inflators having pow-
erful firing springs held in cocked positions, still more
contemporary inflation valves utilize the internal pressure
of the gas cylinder to assist in driving the pierce pin fully
through the frangible seal. A representative inflation sys-
tem with such a pneumatic assist feature, is disclosed in
my U.S. Patents 6,089,403 and 7,178,547.
[0011] Jerk handle inflators and pneumatic assisted in-
flators are in widespread use in the inflator industry. How-
ever, there presently exists a need for inflators that more
easily allow actuation by an inflation lanyard.
[0012] Therefore, an object of this invention to provide
an improvement which overcomes the aforementioned
inadequacies of the prior art devices and provides an
improvement which is a significant contribution to the ad-
vancement of the inflator art.
[0013] Another object of this invention is to provide an
inflator that is capable of use with compressed gas car-
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tridges to open the frangible seal of the inflator and
achieve a high flow rate.
[0014] Another object of this invention is to provide an
inflator that employs a power primer which, upon firing,
drives a firing pin through a frangible seal to allow gas
from a gas cartridge to escape therefrom an inflate an
inflatable article.
[0015] Another object of this invention is to provide an
inflator that employs a power primer which, upon firing,
drives a large-bore firing pin through the frangible seal
of the gas cartridge to cut a larger-than-normal hole there-
through to allow gas from the gas cartridge to escape
therefrom at a higher than normal rate to thereby rapidly
inflate an inflatable article.
[0016] The foregoing has outlined some of the perti-
nent objects of the invention. These objects should be
construed to be merely illustrative of some of the more
prominent features and applications of the intended in-
vention. Many other beneficial results can be attained by
applying the disclosed invention in a different manner or
modifying the invention within the scope of the disclosure.
Accordingly, other objects and a fuller understanding of
the invention may be had by referring to the summary of
the invention and the detailed description of the preferred
embodiment in addition to the scope of the invention de-
fined by the claims taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0017] For the purpose of summarizing this invention,
this invention comprises an inflator (10), comprising in
combination: a housing (12), said housing (12) adapted
to receive the neck of a gas cartridge having a frangible
seal sealing compressed gas therein;an actuator hous-
ing (22) is mounted to said housing (12), said actuator
housing (22) containing: a hollow large diameter pierce
pin (18) reciprocatably positioned within an interior cyl-
inder (28), a power primer holder (24) connected to said
interior cylinder (28), said power primer holder (24)
adapted to receive a power primer (26), a ballasted firing
pin (30) having a firing pin tip (30T) reciprocatably mount-
ed within said actuator housing (22) in axial alignment
with the power primer holder (24), and a spring (30S) for
constantly urging said ballasted firing pin (30T) toward
the power primer (26), characterized in that said housing
has a manifold (14) for sealing connection to an inflatable
device and in that the actuator housing further contains:
a trigger pin (32P) holding said ballasted firing pin (30T)
in a cocked position, at least one arm (32A) removably
grasping said actuator housing (22) to removably position
said trigger pin (32P) in position holding said ballasted
firing pin (30T) in the cocked position, whereby upon firing
by removing said trigger pin (32P), said ballasted firing
pin (30T) being urged forwardly by said spring (30S)
quickly slams said firing pin tip (30T) into a power primer
(26) positioned within said holder (24) to ignite the power
primer (26) whereupon ignition gases from the power

primer (26) expand within said interior cylinder (28) with
sufficient force to drive said large diameter pierce pin (18)
through the frangible seal of the gas cartridge, thereby
cutting a large diameter hole therein and allowing the gas
escaping from the gas cartridge to flow through the hollow
pierce pin (18) and into the manifold (14) to inflate the
inflatable device.
[0018] The inflator comprises a larger diameter pierce
pin that pierces the frangible seal of the gas cartridge by
cutting a large-bore hole therethrough. The large-bore
hole in the frangible seal of the gas cartridge allows the
gas to flow into the inflatable device at a very high rate
to inflate the inflatable device very rapidly that what could
be achieved with conventional narrow-bore pierce pins
that merely puncture a small hole in the frangible seal of
the gas cartridge. The inflator is actuated by a tether con-
nected to an actuator trigger that maintains a spring-load-
ed actuator pin in its ready, cocked position.
[0019] The force necessary to force the larger diameter
pierce pin through the frangible seal of the gas cartridge
is achieved by the use of a power primer. In use, upon
jerking of the tether, the actuator trigger releases the
spring-loaded actuator pin which then strikes the power
primer to fire the same. Upon firing of the power primer,
the escaping gases therefrom forcibly drive the larger-
diameter pierce pin to fracture the large bore hole in the
frangible seal of the gas cartridge allowing gas therefrom
to then rapidly flow into the inflatable device and inflate
the same.
[0020] All of the gas from the gas cartridge rapidly flows
into the inflatable device in a much shorter period of time
(e.g., less than a second) than conventional inflators that
merely pierce a small hole in the frangible seal allowing
the gas to slowly (e.g., 2-3 seconds) bleed into the inflat-
able device.
[0021] The present invention is particularly suited for
inflatable devices that need to be rapidly inflated once
the tether is jerked. Exemplary devices may include per-
sonal airbags embodied in a jacket or a pair of pants that
are rapidly inflated when the wearer (e.g., motorcycle or
bicycle rider, horse jockey, etc.) has an accident. For
example, a jockey in a horse race would not want to be
encumbered by permanently-inflated airbags to break his
fall but would rather want the airbags to inflate only in the
event of a fall. The high-flow-rate inflator of the present
invention so rapidly inflates the airbags that its tether may
be connected to the horse’s saddle and when the jockey
starts to take a fall, the tether is pulled/jerked as the jockey
is falling from the horse causing rapid inflation of the air-
bags before the jockey hits the ground, with hopefully the
inflated airbags then minimizing the jockey’s injuries that
might have been otherwise sustained without the use of
personal airbags (or airbags that inflate too slowly).
[0022] The foregoing has outlined rather broadly the
more pertinent and important features of the present in-
vention in order that the detailed description of the inven-
tion that follows may be better understood so that the
present contribution to the art can be more fully appreci-
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ated. Additional features of the invention will be described
hereinafter which form the subject of the claims of the
invention. It should be appreciated by those skilled in the
art that the conception and the specific embodiment dis-
closed may be readily utilized as a basis for modifying or
designing other structures for carrying out the same pur-
poses of the present invention. It should also be realized
by those skilled in the art that such equivalent construc-
tions do not depart from the scope of the invention as set
forth in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0023] For a fuller understanding of the nature and ob-
jects of the invention, reference should be had to the
following detailed description taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings in which:

Figs. IA & IB are perspective views of the inflator of
the invention.

Figs. IC & ID are exploded perspective views of the
inflator.

Fig. IE is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the
inflator.

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the
housing.

Fig. 3A is perspective view of the pierce pin of the
inflator.

Fig. 3B is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the
pierce pin.

Fig. 4A is perspective view of the actuator housing
of the inflator.

Fig. 4B is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the
actuator housing.

Fig. SA is perspective view of the power primer hold-
er of the inflator.

Fig. 5B is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the
primer holder.

Fig. 6A is perspective view of the interior cylinder of
the inflator.

Fig. 6B is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the
interior cylinder.

Figs. 7A & 7B are perspective views of the ballasted
firing pin of the inflator.

Fig. 7C is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the

firing pin.

[0024] Similar reference characters refer to similar
parts throughout the several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0025] Referring to Figs. IA & IB, the inflator 10 of the
invention comprises a housing 12 having a manifold 14
for sealing connection to the inflatable device by a cor-
responding manifold 15. Manifold 15 may be heat sealed
to the inflatable device. The manifolds 14 and 15 com-
plementarily mate together and are sealed by an 0-ring
150 and mechanically connected by fasteners inserted
into mating pin holes 15P.
[0026] The lower end 16 of the housing 12 includes a
threaded cavity 12TT for threadably receiving the thread-
ed neck of a conventional gas cartridge (not shown). An
actuator housing 22 is mounted about the housing 12 via
threads 22T and 12T. The actuator housing 22 contains
the actuation components (described below) for firing the
inflator 10.
[0027] The housing 22 is grasped by the resilient arms
32A of a removable trigger pin 32P. The trigger pin 32P
extends through a slot 32S formed in the side of the hous-
ing 22 to hold the actuation components in their cocked
position ready for firing. Jerking on a tether (not shown)
connected to a ring 32R integrally formed in one of the
arms 32A, spreads the arms 32A apart to release their
grip on the housing 22 and remove the trigger pin 32P
from the slot 32S, thereby firing the inflator 10.
[0028] Figs. IC, ID & IE illustrate the actuation compo-
nents that are contained within the actuator housing 22.
The actuation components include a hollow large diam-
eter pierce pin 18 reciprocatably positioned within an in-
terior cylinder 28 threaded into the housing 12 via threads
28T and 12TTT. A power primer holder 24 is threaded
into the cylinder 28 via threads 24T and 28TT. The holder
24 contains a consumable power primer 26 (see Fig. IC).
A ballasted firing pin 30 having a firing pin tip 30T is re-
ciprocatably mounted within the housing 22 in axial align-
ment with the power primer 26. The ballasted firing pin
30 is constantly urged forwardly toward the power primer
26 by a compression spring 30S positioned within an
annular cavity 30C (see Fig. IE), but is held in its cocked
position by the trigger pin 32P.
[0029] Upon firing by removal of the arms 32A by jerk-
ing on the tether, the arms 32A are released from around
the housing 22 and the trigger pin 32P is pulled out of
slot 32S. Once the trigger pin 32P is pulled out of slot
32S, the ballasted firing pin 30 urged forwardly by spring
30S to quickly slam the firing pin tip 30T into the power
primer 26 to ignite the power primer 26. Upon ignition of
the power primer 26, the ignition gases expand within
the interior cylinder 28 sufficient force to drive the large
diameter pierce pin 18 forwardly through the frangible
seal of the gas cartridge, thereby cutting a large diameter
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hole therein. The gas escaping from the gas cartridge
flows through the hollow pierce pin 18 then flows through
its side ports 18P and into the manifold 14 to inflate the
inflatable device.
[0030] Fig. 2 better illustrates the location of the
threads 12T, 12TT and 12TTT on the housing 12. It is
noted that an 0-ring slot 12S may be provided for receiv-
ing an 0-ring 12R in order to assure a tight seal between
the housings 12 and 22.
[0031] Figs. 3A & 3B better illustrate the side ports 18P
of the hollow large diameter pierce pin 18 that allow a
large volume of gas flowing from the gas cylinder to rap-
idly flow into the inflatable device via the manifold 14.
[0032] Figs. 4A & 4B better illustrate the slot 32S
formed in the side of the housing 22. The outer surface
of the housing 22 may include a groove 22G for receiving
the arms 32A better circular-centered around the housing
22.
[0033] Figs. SA & 5B better illustrate the location of the
threads 24T on the holder 24. Likewise, Figs. 6A & 6B
better illustrates the location of the threads 28T and 28TT
on the cylinder 28.
[0034] Figs. 7A, 7B & 7C better illustrate the firing pin
tip 30T and the annular cavity 30C of the ballasted firing
pin 30.
[0035] The present invention includes that contained
in the appended claims as well as that of the foregoing
description. Although this description has been de-
scribed in its preferred form with a certain degree of par-
ticularity, it should be understood that the present disclo-
sure of the preferred form has been made only by way
of example and that numerous changes in the details of
construction, combination, or arrangement of parts there-
of may be resorted to without departing from the scope
of the invention.
[0036] Now that the invention has been described,

Claims

1. An inflator (10), comprising in combination:

a housing (12), said housing (12) adapted to re-
ceive the neck of a gas cartridge having a fran-
gible seal sealing compressed gas therein;
an actuator housing (22) is mounted to said
housing (12), said actuator housing (22) con-
taining:

a hollow large diameter pierce pin (18) re-
ciprocatably positioned within an interior
cylinder (28),
a power primer holder (24) connected to
said interior cylinder (28), said power primer
holder (24) adapted to receive a power prim-
er (26),
a ballasted firing pin (30) having a firing pin
tip (30T) reciprocatably mounted within said

actuator housing (22) in axial alignment with
the power primer holder (24), and
a spring (30S) for constantly urging said bal-
lasted firing pin (30T) toward the power
primer (26), wherein
said housing has a manifold (14) for sealing
connection to an inflatable device and in that
the actuator housing further contains:

a trigger pin (32P) holding said ballast-
ed firing pin (30T) in a cocked position,
wherein said trigger pin (32P) extends
into a slot (32S) in said housing (12) to
hold said ballasted firing pin (30P) in
said cocked position;
at least one arm (32A) removably
grasping said actuator housing (22) to
removably position said trigger pin
(32P) in position holding said ballasted
firing pin (30T) in the cocked position;
whereby upon firing by removal of said
at least one arm from said housing, said
trigger pin (32P) is removed from said
slot, said ballasted firing pin (30T) being
urged forwardly by said spring (30S)
quickly slams said firing pin tip (30T)
into a power primer (26) positioned
within said holder (24) to ignite the pow-
er primer (26) whereupon ignition gas-
es from the power primer (26) expand
within said interior cylinder (28) with
sufficient force to drive said large diam-
eter pierce pin (18) through the frangi-
ble seal of the gas cartridge, thereby
cutting a large diameter hole therein
and allowing the gas escaping from the
gas cartridge to flow through the hollow
pierce pin (18) and into the manifold
(14) to inflate the inflatable device.

2. The inflator (10) as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said
large diameter pierce pin (18) includes side ports
(18P) to direct the flow of escaping gases from the
gas cylinder.

3. The inflator (10) as set forth in Claim 1, further in-
cluding a connector for connecting a tether to said
arm (32A) allowing said arm (32A) to be removed
upon jerking of the tether.

4. The inflator (10) as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said
housing (12) further include a groove (22G) for re-
ceiving said arm (32A).

5. The inflator (10) as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said
actuator housing (22) is threaded to said housing
(12).
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6. The inflator (10) as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said
holder (24) is threaded to said interior cylinder.

7. The inflator (10) as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said
interior cylinder is threaded to said housing (12).

8. The inflator (10) as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said
spring (30S) comprises a compression spring
mounted within an annular cavity (30C) in said bal-
lasted firing pin (30P).

Patentansprüche

1. Aufblasvorrichtung (10), aufweisend in Kombinati-
on:

ein Gehäuse (12), wobei das Gehäuse (12), da-
für angepasst ist, den Hals einer Gaskartusche
mit einer zerbrechlichen Dichtung, welche darin
komprimiertes Gas abdichtet, aufzunehmen;
ein Aktorgehäuse (22), welches an dem Gehäu-
se (12) montiert ist, wobei das Aktorgehäuse
(22) enthält:

einen hohlen Durchstechstift mit großem
Durchmesser (18), welcher innerhalb eines
inneren Zylinders (28) hin und her beweg-
bar positioniert ist,
einen Zündhütchenhalter (24), welcher mit
dem inneren Zylinder (28) verbunden ist,
wobei der Zündhütchenhalter (24) dafür an-
gepasst ist, ein Zündhütchen (26) aufzu-
nehmen,
einen mit Ballast versehenen Schlagbolzen
(30) mit einer Schlagbolzenspitze (30T),
welcher innerhalb des Aktorgehäuses (22)
in axialer Ausrichtung mit dem Zündhüt-
chenhalter (24) hin und her bewegbar mon-
tiert ist, und
eine Feder (30S), welche den mit Ballast
versehenen Schlagbolzen (30T) ständig in
Richtung des Zündhütchens (26) drückt,
wobei das Gehäuse einen Verteiler (14)
zum Abdichten der Verbindung zu einer auf-
blasbaren Vorrichtung aufweist und wobei
das Gehäuse ferner enthält:

einen Auslösestift (32P), welcher den
mit Ballast versehenen Schlagbolzen
(30T) in einer gespannten Position hält,
wobei sich der Auslösestift (32P) in ei-
nen Schlitz (32S) in dem Gehäuse (12)
erstreckt, um den mit Ballast versehe-
nen Schlagbolzen (30P) in der ge-
spannten Position zu halten;
mindestens einen Arm (32A), welcher
das Aktorgehäuse (22) lösbar greift, um

den Auslösestift (32P) lösbar in Positi-
on zu positionieren, welche den mit Bal-
last versehenen Schlagbolzen (30T) in
der gespannten Position hält;
wodurch bei Zündung durch Entfernen
des mindestens einen Arms aus dem
Gehäuse, der Auslösestift (32P) aus
dem Schlitz entfernt wird, wobei der
durch die Feder (30S) nach vorne ge-
drückte, mit Ballast versehene Schlag-
bolzen (30T) die Schlagbolzenspitze
(30T) schnell in ein in dem Halter (24)
positioniertes Zündhütchen (26)
schlägt, um das Zündhütchen (26) zu
entzünden, woraufhin sich Zündgase
(26) von dem Zündhütchen innerhalb
des inneren Zylinders (28) mit ausrei-
chender Kraft ausdehnen, um den hoh-
len Durchstechstift mit großem Durch-
messer (18) durch die zerbrechliche
Dichtung der Gaskartusche zu treiben,
wodurch darin ein Loch mit großem
Durchmesser geschlagen wird und ein
Austreten des Gases aus der Gaskar-
tusche ermöglicht wird, um durch den
hohlen Durchstechstift (18) und in den
Verteiler (14) zu strömen, um die auf-
blasbare Vorrichtung aufzublasen.

2. Aufblasvorrichtung (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Durchstechstift mit großem Durchmesser (18) Sei-
tenöffnungen (18P) umfasst, um den Strom von aus
dem Gaszylinder entweichenden Gasen zu leiten.

3. Aufblasvorrichtung (10) nach Anspruch 1, ferner um-
fassend ein Verbindungsteil zum Verbinden eines
Halteseils an dem Arm (32A), um es dem Arm (32A)
zu ermöglichen, durch Reißen an dem Halteseil ent-
fernt zu werden.

4. Aufblasvorrichtung (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Gehäuse (12) ferner eine Nut (22G) zum Aufnehmen
des Arms (32A) umfasst.

5. Aufblasvorrichtung (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das
Aktorgehäuse (22) an dem Gehäuse (12) ver-
schraubt ist.

6. Aufblasvorrichtung (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Halter (24) an dem inneren Zylinder verschraubt ist.

7. Aufblasvorrichtung (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
innere Zylinder an dem Gehäuse (12) verschraubt
ist.

8. Aufblasvorrichtung (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die
Feder (30S) eine Druckfeder aufweist, welche inner-
halb eines ringförmigen Hohlraums (30C) in dem mit
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Ballast versehenen Schlagbolzen (30P) montiert ist.

Revendications

1. Gonfleur (10), comprenant en combinaison :

un boîtier (12), ledit boîtier (12) étant adapté
pour recevoir le col d’une cartouche de gaz
ayant un joint d’étanchéité cassable étanchéi-
fiant du gaz comprimé à l’intérieur de celle-ci ;
un boîtier d’actionneur (22) monté sur ledit boî-
tier (12), ledit boîtier d’actionneur (22)
contenant :

une goupille de perforation creuse de grand
diamètre (18) positionnée réciproquement
à l’intérieur d’un cylindre intérieur (28),
un support d’amorce de puissance (24) con-
necté audit cylindre intérieur (28), ledit sup-
port d’amorce de puissance (24) étant
adapté pour recevoir une amorce de puis-
sance (26),
une goupille de déclenchement lestée (30)
ayant un embout de goupille de déclenche-
ment (30T) montée réciproquement à l’in-
térieur dudit boîtier d’actionneur (22) en ali-
gnement axial avec le support d’amorce de
puissance (24), et
un ressort (30S) pour solliciter constam-
ment ladite goupille de déclenchement les-
tée (30T) vers l’amorce de puissance (26),
ledit boîtier ayant un collecteur (14) pour
étanchéifier une connexion vers un dispo-
sitif gonflable et le boîtier d’actionneur con-
tenant en outre :

une goupille de détente (32P) retenant
ladite goupille de déclenchement les-
tée (30T) dans une position armée,
ladite goupille de détente (32P) s’éten-
dant dans une fente (32S) dans ledit
boîtier (12) afin de retenir ladite goupille
de déclenchement lestée (30P) dans
ladite position armée ;
au moins un bras (32A) saisissant de
manière amovible ledit boîtier d’action-
neur (22) afin de positionner de maniè-
re amovible ladite goupille de détente
(32P) en position retenant ladite gou-
pille de déclenchement lestée (30T)
dans la position armée ;
lors d’un déclenchement par enlève-
ment dudit au moins un bras dudit boî-
tier, ladite goupille de détente (32P)
étant ainsi enlevée de ladite fente, la-
dite goupille de déclenchement lestée
(30T) qui est sollicitée vers l’avant par

ledit ressort (30S) frappant rapidement
ledit embout de goupille de déclenche-
ment (30T) dans une amorce de puis-
sance (26) positionnée à l’intérieur du-
dit support (24) afin d’allumer l’amorce
de puissance (26), à la suite de quoi
des gaz d’allumage issus de l’amorce
de puissance (26) s’étendant à l’inté-
rieur dudit cylindre intérieur (28) avec
une force suffisante pour entraîner la-
dite goupille de perforation de grand
diamètre (18) au travers du joint d’étan-
chéité cassable de la cartouche de gaz,
ce qui permet de découper un trou de
grand diamètre dans celui-ci et de per-
mettre au gaz de s’échapper de la car-
touche de gaz afin de s’écouler au tra-
vers de la goupille de perforation creu-
se (18) et dans le collecteur (14) afin
de gonfler le dispositif gonflable.

2. Gonfleur (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
ladite goupille de perforation de grand diamètre (18)
inclut des ports latéraux (18P) afin de diriger le cou-
rant de gaz qui s’échappe du cylindre de gaz.

3. Gonfleur (10) selon la revendication 1, incluant en
outre un connecteur pour connecter une attache
audit bras (32A), permettant audit bras (32A) d’être
enlevé lors d’une secousse de l’attache.

4. Gonfleur (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
ledit boîtier (12) inclut en outre une rainure (22G)
pour recevoir ledit bras (32A).

5. Gonfleur (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
ledit boîtier d’actionneur (22) est fileté audit boîtier
(12).

6. Gonfleur (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
ledit support (24) est fileté audit cylindre intérieur.

7. Gonfleur (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
cylindre intérieur est fileté audit boîtier (12) .

8. Gonfleur (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
ledit ressort (30S) comprend un ressort de compres-
sion monté à l’intérieur d’une cavité annulaire (30C)
dans ladite goupille de déclenchement lestée (30P) .
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