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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a rigid packet
with hinged lid and containing a group of smoking articles
of reduced size.
[0002] The present invention finds advantageous ap-
plication to a packet of cigarettes, to which the following
description will make explicit reference without implying
any loss of generality.

PRIOR ART

[0003] The patent US4771882A1 describes a rigid
packet of cigarettes with a hinged lid that has been mod-
ified to house a group of cigarettes of reduced size, i.e.
a group of cigarettes smaller with respect to the total inner
volume. In particular, the packet of cigarettes comprises
a filler, which is made with corrugated cardboard and is
inserted inside the packet of cigarettes to occupy the in-
ner volume left free by the group of cigarettes. The func-
tion of the filler is to avoid empty spaces inside the packet
of cigarettes and thus prevent the group of cigarettes
from "shaking" inside the packet of cigarettes; in fact, if
the group of cigarettes were free to "shake" inside the
packet of cigarettes, the movements of the group of cig-
arettes during the handling of the packet of cigarettes
(both in the production step, and during the distribution
and sales step) would subject the cigarettes to mechan-
ical stress that could easily determine an emptying of the
tips (i.e. loss of tobacco fibers from the free ends of the
cigarettes).
[0004] However, the filler described in patent
US4771882A1 has some drawbacks. First, the insertion
of the filler inside the packet of cigarettes involves con-
siderable constructional complications in the packing
machine that must be changed to handle solid objects
(the fillers) of relatively high dimension. In particular, the
fillers always occupy a high volume and therefore require
a large space occupation for the handling thereof; con-
sequently, in an existing packing machine it is problem-
atic to find the free space to add the necessary elements
for handling the fillers. Moreover, said filler uses a rela-
tively high amount of material with an evident increase
of expenses and environmental costs of production and
disposal (after the use) of the packet of cigarettes; con-
sider, for example that the mass of the filler is comparable
to, if not higher, than the total mass of the packing material
used to form the packet of cigarettes.
[0005] Patent applications EP0443365A2,
EP0801011A1 and EP2666736A1 describe a rigid pack-
et of cigarettes with a hinged lid that has been modified
to house a group of cigarettes of a smaller size, i.e. a
group of cigarettes smaller than the total inner volume.
In particular, the packet of cigarettes comprises a collar,
which is provided with containment elements that project
inwards to rest on the group of cigarettes in order to pre-

vent the group of cigarettes from "shaking" inside the
packet of cigarettes. However, this technical solution has
some drawbacks, since it is not always able to provide
an adequate holding of the group of cigarettes (i.e. it is
not always able to effectively prevent the group of ciga-
rettes from "shaking" inside the packet cigarettes).
[0006] The patent US3404770A discloses a rigid pack-
et of cigarettes with hinged lid that has been modified to
accommodate a group of cigarettes of a smaller size, i.
e. a group of cigarettes smaller than the total inner vol-
ume. In particular, the packet of cigarettes comprises a
collar, which is provided with a box body that originates
from a lateral wall and rests on the group of cigarettes
from the side opposite to the lateral wall itself; however,
the production of the box body involves the use of a large
amount of packing material and therefore has high pro-
duction costs.
[0007] The patent US5158664A describes a rigid
packet of cigarettes with a hinged lid that has been mod-
ified to accommodate a group of cigarettes of a smaller
size, i.e. a group of cigarettes smaller than the total inner
volume. In particular, the packet of cigarettes comprises
a collar, which is provided on each side with a horizontal
panel that originates from a top edge of the corresponding
lateral wall and with a vertical panel that is connected to
the horizontal panel, rests on the group of cigarettes and
keeps the group of cigarettes spaced apart from the lat-
eral wall of the collar; however, the horizontal panels of
the collar tend to bend down when handling the packet
of cigarettes assuming "irregular" positions giving the
packet of cigarettes an unpleasant look.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The object of the present invention is to provide
a rigid packet of smoking articles with a hinged lid which
is free from the drawbacks described above and, in par-
ticular, is simple and inexpensive to produce.
[0009] According to the present invention, a rigid pack-
et of smoking articles with a hinged lid, as claimed in the
attached claims is provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0010] The present invention will now be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings, which il-
lustrate some examples of non-limiting embodiments,
wherein:

- Figure 1 is a front perspective view and in a closed
configuration of a packet of cigarettes according to
the present invention;

- Figure 2 is a rear perspective view and in a closed
configuration of the packet of cigarettes of Figure 1;

- Figure 3 is a front perspective view and in an open
configuration of the packet of cigarettes of Figure 1;

- Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of the packet of
cigarettes of Figure 1;
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- Figure 5 is a schematic, partial and in longitudinal
section view of the packet of cigarettes of Figure 1;

- Figure 6 is a rear perspective view of a collar of the
packet of cigarettes of Figure 1;

- Figure 7 is a plan view of a blank used to make the
collar of Figure 6;

- Figure 8 is a plan view of an alternative of the blank
of Figure 7;

- Figure 9 is a plan view of a blank used to make a
container and a lid of the packet of cigarettes of Fig-
ure 1;

- Figure 10 is a front perspective view and in an open
configuration of an alternative packet of cigarettes
of Figure 1;

- Figure 11 is a rear perspective view of a collar of the
packet of cigarettes of Figure 10; and

- Figure 12 is a plan view of a blank used to make the
collar of Figure 11.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0011] In Figures 1, 2 and 3 number 1 indicates as a
whole a rigid packet of cigarettes.
[0012] The packet 1 of cigarettes comprises a contain-
er 2, a parallelepiped-shaped lid 3 which is hinged at the
back to the container 2 to rotate between a closed posi-
tion (illustrated in Figures 1 and 2) and an open position
(illustrated in Figure 3), and an inner package 4 which
encloses a group of cigarettes and is housed in the con-
tainer 2. Normally, the inner package 4 is formed by the
group of cigarettes wrapped in a packing sheet of met-
allized paper which is provided with an upper portion re-
movable by tearing at the first opening of the packet 1 of
cigarettes.
[0013] The parallelepiped-shaped container 2 is cup-
shaped and has an open top end, a bottom wall 5 opposite
to the open top end, a front wall 6, a rear wall 7 (parallel
and opposite to the front wall 6), and two lateral walls 8
(parallel and opposite to each other). In the container 2,
between the walls 6 and 7 front and rear, respectively,
and the lateral walls 8 four longitudinal edges are formed
which are arranged parallel to the cigarettes of the group
of cigarettes. In the container 2, between the walls 6, 7
and 8 and the bottom wall 5 four transverse edges are
formed which are arranged perpendicularly to the ciga-
rettes of the group of cigarettes.
[0014] The parallelepiped-shaped lid 3 is cup-shaped
and has a top wall 9 (parallel and opposite to the bottom
wall 5 of the container 2 when the lid 3 is arranged in the
closed position), a front wall 10 (coplanar with the front
wall 6 of the container 2 when the lid 3 is arranged in the
closed position), a rear wall 11 (hinged to the rear wall 7
of the container 2 and coplanar with the rear wall 7 of the
container 2 when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed po-
sition), and two lateral walls 12 (coplanar to the corre-
sponding lateral walls 8 of the container 2 when the lid 3
is arranged in the closed position). In the lid 3, between
the walls 10 and 11 front and rear, respectively, and the

lateral walls 12 four longitudinal edges are formed which
are arranged parallel to the cigarettes of the group of
cigarettes, when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed posi-
tion. In the lid 3, between the walls 10, 11 and 12 and
the top wall 9 four transverse edges are formed which
are arranged perpendicularly to the cigarettes of the
group of cigarettes, when the lid 3 is arranged in the
closed position.
[0015] In the embodiments illustrated in the attached
figures all edges are right angles; according to other em-
bodiments not illustrated and perfectly equivalent, part
of the longitudinal and/or transverse edges may be bev-
eled or rounded.
[0016] According to what is well illustrated in Figure 4,
the inner package 4 has a cross section (significantly)
smaller than the cross section of the container 2, and
therefore in the container 2 an area of substantial size (i.
e. at least 15-20% of the total volume of the container 2)
not occupied by the inner package 4 remains. In partic-
ular, in the embodiments illustrated in the attached fig-
ures the lateral walls of the inner package 4 are arranged
at a given distance from the lateral walls 8 of the container
2 while the front wall and the rear wall of the inner package
4 are in substantial contact, with the front wall 6 and rear
wall 7 of the container 2, respectively, (i.e. the inner pack-
age 4 is narrower with respect to the container 2 and the
inner package 4 has the same depth of the container 2).
[0017] As illustrated in Figures 3, 4 and 6, the packet
1 of cigarettes comprises a collar 13 which surrounds the
inner package 4, is glued to the inside of the container 2
and projects from the open top end of the container 2.
The collar 13 in cross-section is U-shaped and has a front
wall 14 which is superimposed on and glued to the front
wall 6 of the container 2 and two lateral walls 15 which
are folded by 90° with respect to the front wall 14 and are
superimposed on and glued to corresponding lateral
walls 8 of the container 2. The front wall 14 of the collar
13 has a top window which is U-shaped and has the
function of facilitating the extraction of the cigarettes from
the inner package 4.
[0018] The collar 13 has the function of maintaining in
a correct position the inner package 4, i.e. to prevent the
inner package 4 from performing unwanted movement
inside the container 2 (since the inner package 4 is small-
er than the container 2). In addition, the collar 13 also
has the function of maintaining the lid 3 in the closed
position with a given force to prevent unwanted openings
of the lid 3 itself; said "locking" function of the lid 3 in the
closed position is carried out thanks to the fact that when
the lid 3 is in the closed position the collar 13 partially
projects from the open end of the inner container 2 and
then engages a corresponding inner surface of the lid 3:
in this way to open the lid 3 it is required to elastically
and slightly deform the lid 3 and/or the collar 13 and there-
fore it is necessary to apply a given force to the lid 3 to
open the lid 3 itself. According to a preferred embodiment
illustrated in the attached figures, the front wall 14 of the
inner container 3 is provided with a pair of extensions 16
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which project laterally to engage with interference the lid
3 when the lid 3 is in the closed position so as to maintain
with greater force the lid 3 in the closed position. Accord-
ing to a different embodiment not illustrated, the front wall
14 of the inner container 3 is devoid of the extensions 16.
[0019] As illustrated in Figure 4, each lateral wall 15 of
the collar 13 is spaced apart from a corresponding lateral
wall 4 of the inner package so as to define, together with
the corresponding lateral wall 4 of the inner package a
lateral chamber 17 not occupied by the inner package 4;
therefore, both lateral walls 15 of the collar 13 are spaced
apart from the corresponding lateral walls of the inner
package 4 to define two different lateral chambers 17
arranged on opposite sides of the collar 13.
[0020] As illustrated in Figures 5 and 6, the collar 13
comprises two box bodies 18, each projects cantilevered
from a corresponding lateral wall 15, is arranged inside
a corresponding lateral chamber 17 and has a panel 19
(better illustrated in Figure 3) which is connected to the
lateral wall 15 and is arranged perpendicularly to the lat-
eral wall 15 itself; a panel 20 which is connected to the
panel 19, is arranged parallel to the lateral wall 15 and
rests on a corresponding lateral wall 4 of the inner pack-
age; a panel 21 which is connected to the panel 20, is
arranged perpendicularly to the lateral wall 15 and par-
allel to the panel 19; and a panel 22 which is connected
to the panel 21, is arranged parallel to the lateral wall 15
(therefore parallel to the panel 20) and is superimposed
on and glued to the lateral wall 15 itself. Therefore, the
container 2 comprises two box bodies 18, which are ar-
ranged on opposite sides of the collar 13 and each closing
the top of a corresponding lateral chamber 17. Each box
body 18 is parallelepiped-shaped and has a rectangular-
shaped cross-section (possibly square). In the embodi-
ment illustrated in the attached figures, in each box body
18, the panel 22 is folded towards the inside of the box
body 18 so as to be arranged between the panel 19 and
the panel 21; alternatively, in each box body 18 the panel
22 could be folded towards the outside of the box body
18 so as to be arranged below the panel 21. In Figure 5
is clearly visible how each lateral wall 15 of the collar 13
is internally glued to the panel 22 of a corresponding box
body 18 and is externally glued to a corresponding lateral
wall 8 of the container 2.
[0021] According to a preferred, but not binding, em-
bodiment illustrated in Figures 4 and 6, the collar 13 com-
prises a pair of support elements 23, each of which ex-
tends from a corresponding lateral wall 15 towards the
inside and rests on the inner package 4 to help maintain
the correct position of the inner package 4 itself. Each
support element 23 has a L-shaped cross section, and
comprises a panel 24 that originates from a correspond-
ing lateral wall 15 of the collar 13 and is arranged per-
pendicular to the lateral wall 15 itself and a panel 25 which
is joined to the panel 24, originates from the front wall 14
of the collar 13, is arranged perpendicular to the front
wall 14 and rests on a corresponding lateral wall of the
inner package 4. It is important to note that each support

element 23 is separate and independent (i.e. remote)
from the corresponding box body 18; in other words, each
lateral wall 15 of the collar 13 comprises an upper box
body 18 which is supported by a corresponding lateral
wall of the inner package 4 and comprises at the bottom
a supporting member 23 which is separate and independ-
ent (i.e. remote) from the box body 18 and also rests on
a corresponding lateral wall 4 of the inner package.
[0022] In Figure 6 only the collar 13 in its final config-
uration (i.e. U-folded around the inner package 4) is il-
lustrated in perspective view, while in Figure 7 the collar
13 flat (i.e. the blank before being folded around to the
inner package 4) is illustrated in plan view. In this em-
bodiment, the lateral walls 15 of the collar 13 extend along
the entire front wall 14 and are provided with the support
elements 23. In the alternative embodiment illustrated in
Figure 8, the lateral walls 15 of the collar 13 extend only
along
a limited upper portion of the front wall 14 and are totally
devoid of the support elements 23; this embodiment pro-
vides a less lateral support to the inner package 4 (lacking
the support elements 23), but has the advantage of using
a smaller quantity of packing material thanks to the fact
that the collar 13 can be sliced from a continuous strip
of packing material with no clippings (i.e. without the pro-
duction of waste material to be removed).
[0023] In the embodiments illustrated in Figures 3-8,
the panel 19 of each box body 18 is hinged to a top edge
of the corresponding lateral wall 15 of the collar 13 (as
clearly illustrated in Figures 7 and 8); the panel 20 is
hinged to the edge of the panel 19 opposite with respect
to the lateral wall 15, along a crease line; the panel 21 is
hinged to the edge of the panel 20 opposite the panel
19, along a crease line; and the panel 22 is hinged to the
edge of the panel 21 opposite the panel 20, along a
crease; in other words, each box body 18 originates from
a top edge of the corresponding lateral wall 15 of the
collar 13.
[0024] The container 2 and the lid 3 are obtained by
folding, around the inner package 4 and around the collar
13 (previously folded around to the inner package 4) a
blank 26 (illustrated in Figure 9) comprising a plurality of
panels that will be indicated with accented reference
numbers equal to the reference numbers distinguishing
the corresponding walls of the container 2 and of the lid
3. As illustrated in Figure 9, the blank 26 has two longi-
tudinal fold lines 27 (which define the longitudinal edges
of the container 2 and of the lid 3) and a plurality of trans-
verse fold lines 28 defining, between the two longitudinal
fold lines 27, a panel 6’ forming the front wall 6 of the
container 2, a panel 5’ forming the bottom wall 5 of the
container 2 and is directly connected to the panel 6’ along
a transverse fold line 28, a panel 7’ forming the rear wall
7 of the container 2 and is directly connected to the panel
5’ along a transverse fold line 28, a panel 11’ forming the
rear wall 11 of the lid 3 and is directly connected to panel
7’ along a transverse fold line 28, a panel 9’ which forms
the top wall 9 of the lid 3 and is directly connected to the
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panel 11’ along a transverse fold line 28, a panel 10’
forming the front wall 10 of the lid 3 and is directly con-
nected to the panel 9’ along a transverse fold line 28.
[0025] The blank 26 comprises a plate 29, which is
connected to panel 10’ along a transverse fold line 28,
is folded by 180° onto the panel 10’, and is glued to the
inside of the panel 10’ itself.
[0026] The blank 26 comprises a pair of flaps 8’, which
are arranged on opposite sides of the panel 6’, are con-
nected to the panel 6’ along the two longitudinal fold lines
27, and form part of the lateral walls 8 of container 2. The
blank 26 comprises a pair of flaps 8", which are arranged
on opposite sides of the panel 7’, are connected to the
panel 7’ along the two longitudinal fold lines 27, form part
of the lateral walls 8 of container 2, and are superimposed
on and glued to the corresponding flaps 8’. Each flap 8"
comprises a tab 30 which is folded by 90° with respect
to the flap 8" and is superimposed on and glued to the
panel 5’.
[0027] The blank 26 comprises a pair of flaps 12’, which
are arranged on opposite sides of panel 10’, are connect-
ed to the panel 10’ along the two longitudinal fold lines
27, and form part of the lateral walls 12 of the lid 3. The
blank 26 comprises a pair of flaps 12", which are arranged
on opposite sides of the panel 11’, are connected to panel
11’ along the two longitudinal fold lines 27, form part of
the lateral walls 12 of the lid 3, and are superimposed on
and glued to the corresponding flaps 12’. Each flap 12"
comprises a tab 31 which is folded by 90° with respect
to the flap 12", and is superimposed on and glued to the
panel 9’.
[0028] In the embodiment illustrated in Figures 3-8, the
panel 19 of each box body 18 is aligned with a top edge
of the corresponding lateral wall 15 of the collar 13. In
the different embodiment illustrated in Figures 10-12, the
panel 19 of each box body 18 is arranged at a given
distance from a top edge of the corresponding lateral wall
15 of the collar 13; in other words, each box body 18 is
arranged spaced and lower with respect to a top edge of
the corresponding lateral wall 15 of the collar 13. In the
embodiment illustrated in Figures 10-12 (as in the em-
bodiment illustrated in Figure 8) the lateral walls 15 of
the collar 13 extend only along a limited upper portion of
the front wall 14 and are totally devoid of the support
elements 23. Also the collar 13 of Figure 12 has the ad-
vantage of being able to be cut from a continuous strip
of packing material without producing clippings.
[0029] In the embodiment illustrated in Figures 10-12,
the panel 19 of each box body 18 is hinged to a bottom
edge of the corresponding lateral wall 15 of the collar 13
(as clearly illustrated in Figure 12); the panel 20 is hinged
to the edge of the panel 19 opposite the lateral wall 15,
along a crease line; the panel 21 is hinged to the edge
of the panel 20 opposite the panel 19, along a crease
line; and the panel 22 is hinged to the edge of the panel
21 opposite the panel 20, along a crease line; in other
words, each box body 18 originates from a bottom edge
of the corresponding lateral wall 15 of the collar 13. In

the embodiment illustrated in Figures 10-12, the panel
21 of each box body 18 is arranged at a given distance
from a top edge of the corresponding lateral wall 15 of
the collar 13 (i.e. each box body 18 is arranged spaced
and lower with respect to a top edge of the corresponding
lateral wall 15 of the collar 13); according to an alternative
not illustrated, the panel 21 of each box body 18 is aligned
with a top edge of the corresponding lateral wall 15 of
the collar 13 (i.e. each box body 18 is aligned with a top
edge of the corresponding lateral wall 15 of the collar 13).
[0030] In the embodiments illustrated in the attached
figures, the inner package 4 is arranged symmetrically
with the center of the container 2 (see, for example what
illustrated in Figure 4). According to an alternative em-
bodiment not illustrated, the inner package 4 is arranged
asymmetrically on one side of the container 2, i.e. the
packing material 4 is arranged all on one side and is close
to a lateral wall 8 of the container 2; consequently, in the
container 2 there is a single lateral chamber 17 and the
collar 13 comprises only one box body 18, and (possibly)
a single support element 23. In other words, in this em-
bodiment with the asymmetric arrangement of the inner
package 4 only one lateral wall 15 of the collar 13 is
spaced apart from a corresponding lateral wall of the in-
ner package 4 to define the inner lateral chamber 17,
while the other lateral wall 15 of the collar 13 rests on a
corresponding lateral wall of the inner package 4.
The packet 1 of cigarettes described above has numer-
ous advantages.
[0031] In the first place, the packet 1 of cigarettes de-
scribed above uses a relatively small quantity of packing
material (i.e. only slightly higher than the amount of pack-
ing material used in a standard type rigid packet with a
hinged lid).
[0032] Furthermore, the packet 1 of cigarettes de-
scribed above ensures in all conditions an adequate hold-
ing of the inner package 4 (i.e. is always able to effectively
prevent the inner package 4 from "shaking" inside the
container 2).
[0033] The packet 1 of cigarettes described above has
also a great aesthetic impact at the opening of the lid 3,
as the box bodies 18 closing the lateral chambers 17
(otherwise visible) transmit to the consumer a feeling of
"completeness" and "solidity" that are particularly appre-
ciated. The panels 19 of box bodies 18 can also be printed
with trademarks, designs or writings (due to their very
visible position, the panels 19 of the box bodies 18 allow
to exploit printing in an optimal way the panels 19 them-
selves).
[0034] The packet 1 of cigarettes described above can
be made in a fast and inexpensive manner, as the collar
13 has a relatively conventional shape (i.e. similar to the
collars known and normally used for making rigid packets
of cigarettes with a hinged lid currently on the market),
while the blank 22 has an entirely conventional shape (i.
e. completely identical to the blanks known and normally
used for making rigid packets of cigarettes with a hinged
lid currently on the market).
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[0035] Because of the many advantages presented by
the packet 1 of cigarettes described above, the shape of
that packet 1 of cigarettes may be integrally destined also
for making a packet of other types of smoking articles
(such as cigars, cigarettes, electronic charging cartridges
for electronic cigarettes, pieces of tobacco for electronic
cigarettes).

Claims

1. A rigid packet (1) of smoking articles comprising:

a parallelepiped-shaped container (2) having an
open top end, a bottom wall (5), a front wall (6),
a rear wall (7), and two lateral walls (8);
a parallelepiped-shaped lid (3) hinged to the
container (2) and having a top wall (9), a front
wall (10), a rear wall (11), and two lateral walls
(12);
an inner package (4) which encloses a group of
smoking articles, is housed inside the container
(2) and is smaller in cross section than the con-
tainer (2); and
a collar (13), which surrounds the inner package
(4), is glued to the inside of the container (2),
projects from the open top end of the container
(2) and has a front wall (14) which is superim-
posed on and glued to the front wall (6) of the
container (2), two lateral walls (15) which are
superimposed on and glued to corresponding
lateral walls (8) of the container (2);
wherein at least one lateral wall (15) of the collar
(13) is spaced apart from a corresponding lateral
wall of the inner package (4) so as to define,
together with the corresponding lateral wall of
the inner package (4), a lateral chamber (17) not
occupied by the inner package (4);
wherein the collar (13) comprises at least a box
body (18), which cantilevering projects from a
corresponding lateral wall (15) and is arranged
inside the lateral chamber (17);
the packet (1) of smoking articles being char-
acterized in that the box body (18) of the collar
(13) comprises:

a first panel (19) which is arranged perpen-
dicular to the lateral wall (15) and parallel
to the bottom wall (5) of the container (2),
is connected to the lateral wall (15) itself,
and closes the lateral chamber (17);
a second panel (20) which is arranged par-
allel to the lateral wall (15) and rests on a
corresponding lateral wall of the inner pack-
age (4) and is connected to the first panel
(19);
a third panel (21) which is arranged perpen-
dicular to the lateral wall (15) and parallel

to the first panel (19) and to the bottom wall
(5) of the container (2), is connected to the
second panel (20), and closes the lateral
chamber (17); and
a fourth panel (22) which is arranged paral-
lel to the lateral wall (15), is superimposed
on and glued to the lateral wall (15) itself,
and is connected to the third panel (21).

2. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to claim
1, wherein:

a first lateral wall (15) of the collar (13) is spaced
apart from a corresponding lateral wall of the
inner package (4) to define the lateral chamber
(17);
a second lateral wall (15) of the collar (13) rests
on a corresponding lateral wall of the inner pack-
age (4);
only one lateral chamber (17) is provided inside
the container (2); and
the collar (13) comprises only one box body (18),
which is arranged inside the lateral chamber
(17).

3. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to claim
1, wherein:

both the lateral walls (15) of the collar (13) are
spaced apart from the corresponding lateral
walls of the inner package (4) to define two dif-
ferent lateral chambers (17) on opposite sides
of the inner package (4); and
the collar (13) comprises two box bodies (18),
each arranged inside a corresponding lateral
chamber (17).

4. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to claim
1, 2 or 3, wherein the first panel (19) of the box body
(18) is arranged a given distance from a top edge of
the corresponding lateral wall (15) the collar (13).

5. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to claim
1, 2 or 3, wherein the first panel (19) of the box body
(18) is aligned with a top edge of the corresponding
lateral wall (15) of the collar (13).

6. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to one of
claims 1 to 5, wherein the collar (13) comprises a
supporting member (23), which is separate from and
independent of the box body (18), and rests on a
corresponding lateral wall of the inner package (4).

7. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to claim
6, wherein the supporting member (23) has an L-
shaped cross section, and comprises a fifth panel
(24) which originates at, and is perpendicular to, a
corresponding lateral wall (15) of the collar (13); and
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a sixth panel (25) which originates at, and is perpen-
dicular to, the front wall (14) of the collar (13), and
rests on a corresponding lateral wall of the inner
package (4).

8. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to one of
claims 1 to 7, wherein the first panel (19) of the box
body (18) is hinged along a crease line to a top edge
of the corresponding lateral wall (15) of the collar
(13).

9. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to claim
8, wherein the first panel (19) of the box body (18)
forms a top closure of the lateral chamber (17) and
the third panel (21) of the box body (18) forms a
bottom closure of the lateral chamber (17).

10. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to one of
claims 1 to 7, wherein the first panel (19) of the box
body (18) is hinged along a crease line to a bottom
edge of the corresponding lateral wall (15) of the
collar (13).

11. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to claim
10, wherein the first panel (19) of the box body (18)
forms a bottom closure of the lateral chamber (17)
and the third panel (21) of the box body (18) forms
a top closure of the lateral chamber (17).

12. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to claim
10 or 11, wherein the third panel (21) of the box body
(18) is arranged a given distance from a top edge of
the corresponding lateral wall (15) of the collar (13).

13. A packet (1) of smoking articles according to claim
10 or 11, wherein the third panel (21) of the box body
(18) is aligned with a top edge of the corresponding
lateral wall (15) of the collar (13).

Patentansprüche

1. Starre Packung (1) von Rauchwaren, die Folgendes
umfasst:

einen parallelepipedförmigen Behälter (2), der
ein offenes oberes Ende, eine untere Wand (5),
eine vordere Wand (6), eine hintere Wand (7)
und zwei seitliche Wände (8) aufweist;
einen parallelepipedförmigen Deckel (3), der an
dem Behälter (2) angelenkt ist und eine obere
Wand (9), eine vordere Wand (10), eine hintere
Wand (11) und zwei seitliche Wände (12) auf-
weist;
eine innere Verpackung (4), die eine Gruppe von
Rauchwaren umschließt, in dem Behälter (2)
aufgenommen ist und einen kleineren Quer-
schnitt als der Behälter (2) aufweist; und

einen Kranz (13), der die innere Verpackung (4)
umgibt, an die Innenseite des Behälters (2) ge-
klebt ist, von dem offenen oberen Ende des Be-
hälters (2) vorsteht und eine vordere Wand (14),
die der vorderen Wand (6) des Behälters (2)
überlagert und damit verklebt ist, und zwei seit-
liche Wände (15), die den entsprechenden seit-
lichen Wänden (8) des Behälters (2) überlagert
sind und damit verklebt sind, aufweist;
wobei wenigstens eine seitliche Wand (15) des
Kranzes (13) von einer entsprechenden seitli-
chen Wand der inneren Verpackung (4) beab-
standet ist, um so zusammen mit der entspre-
chenden Seitenwand der inneren Verpackung
(4) eine seitliche Kammer (17) zu definieren, die
nicht von der inneren Verpackung (4) belegt ist;
wobei der Kranz (13) wenigstens einen Kasten-
körper (18) aufweist, der von einer entsprechen-
den seitlichen Wand (15) auskragend vorsteht
und in der seitlichen Kammer (17) angeordnet
ist;
wobei die Packung (1) von Rauchartikeln da-
durch gekennzeichnet ist, dass der Kasten-
körper (18) des Kranzes (13) Folgendes um-
fasst:

eine erste Platte (19), die senkrecht zu der
seitlichen Wand (15) und parallel zu der un-
teren Wand (5) des Behälters (2) angeord-
net ist, mit der seitlichen Wand (15) selbst
verbunden ist und die seitliche Kammer (17)
verschließt;
eine zweite Platte (20), die parallel zu der
seitlichen Wand (15) angeordnet ist und auf
einer entsprechenden seitlichen Wand der
inneren Verpackung (4) ruht und mit der ers-
ten Platte (19) verbunden ist;
eine dritte Platte (21), die senkrecht zu der
seitlichen Wand (15) und parallel zu der ers-
ten Platte (19) und zu der unteren Wand (5)
des Behälters (2) angeordnet ist, mit der
zweiten Platte (20) verbunden ist und die
seitliche Kammer (17) verschließt; und
eine vierte Platte (22), die parallel zu der
seitlichen Wand (15) angeordnet ist, der
seitlichen Wand (15) selbst überlagert ist
und damit verklebt ist und mit der dritten
Platte (21) verbunden ist.

2. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei:

eine erste seitliche Wand (15) des Kranzes (13)
von einer entsprechenden seitlichen Wand der
inneren Verpackung (4) beabstandet ist, um die
seitliche Kammer (17) zu definieren;
eine zweite seitliche Wand (15) des Kranzes
(13) auf einer entsprechenden seitlichen Wand
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der inneren Verpackung (4) ruht;
nur eine seitliche Kammer (17) in dem Behälter
(2) vorgesehen ist; und
der Kranz (13) nur einen Kastenkörper (18) auf-
weist, der in der seitlichen Kammer (17) ange-
ordnet ist.

3. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei:

die beiden seitlichen Wände (15) des Kranzes
(13) von den entsprechenden seitlichen Wän-
den der inneren Verpackung (4) beabstandet
sind, um zwei verschiedene seitliche Kammern
(17) auf gegenüberliegenden Seiten der inneren
Verpackung (4) zu definieren; und
der Kranz (13) zwei Kastenkörper (18) aufweist,
die jeweils in einer entsprechenden seitlichen
Kammer (17) angeordnet sind.

4. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach Anspruch 1, 2
oder 3, wobei die erste Platte (19) des Kastenkörpers
(18) in einem gegebenen Abstand von einer Ober-
kante der entsprechenden seitlichen Wand (15) des
Kranzes (13) angeordnet ist.

5. Packung (1) von Rauchartikeln nach Anspruch 1, 2
oder 3, wobei die erste Platte (19) des Kastenkörpers
(18) auf eine Oberkante der entsprechenden seitli-
chen Wand (15) des Kranzes (13) ausgerichtet ist.

6. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 5, wobei der Kranz (13) ein Tragele-
ment (23) aufweist, das von dem Kastenkörper (18)
getrennt und hiervon unabhängig ist und auf einer
entsprechenden seitlichen Wand der inneren Ver-
packung (4) ruht.

7. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach Anspruch 6, wo-
bei das Tragelement (23) einen L-förmigen Quer-
schnitt aufweist und eine fünfte Platte (24) aufweist,
die von einer entsprechenden seitlichen Wand (15)
des Kranzes (13) ausgeht und hierzu senkrecht ist;
und eine sechste Platte (25) aufweist, die von der
vorderen Wand (14) des Kranzes (13) ausgeht und
hierzu senkrecht ist und auf einer entsprechenden
seitlichen Wand der inneren Verpackung (4) ruht.

8. Packung (1) von Rauchartikeln nach einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 7, wobei die erste Platte (19) des Kas-
tenkörpers (18) längs einer Falzlinie an einer Ober-
kante der entsprechenden seitlichen Wand (15) des
Kranzes (13) angelenkt ist.

9. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach Anspruch 8, wo-
bei die erste Platte (19) des Kastenkörpers (18) ei-
nen oberen Verschluss der seitlichen Kammer (17)
bildet und die dritte Platte (21) des Kastenkörpers

(18) einen unteren Verschluss der seitlichen Kam-
mer (17) bildet.

10. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 7, wobei die erste Platte (19) des Kas-
tenkörpers (18) längs einer Falzlinie an einer Unter-
kante der entsprechenden seitlichen Wand (15) des
Kranzes (13) angelenkt ist.

11. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach Anspruch 10,
wobei die erste Platte (19) des Kastenkörpers (18)
einen unteren Verschluss der seitlichen Kammer
(17) bildet und die dritte Platte (21) des Kastenkör-
pers (18) einen oberen Verschluss der seitlichen
Kammer (17) bildet.

12. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach einem der An-
sprüche 10 oder 11, wobei die dritte Platte (21) des
Kastenkörpers (18) in einem gegebenen Abstand
von einer Oberkante der entsprechenden seitlichen
Wand (15) des Kranzes (13) angeordnet ist.

13. Packung (1) von Rauchwaren nach Anspruch 10
oder 11, wobei die dritte Platte (21) des Kastenkör-
pers (18) auf eine Oberkante der entsprechenden
seitlichen Wand (15) des Kranzes (13) ausgerichtet
ist.

Revendications

1. Paquet rigide (1) d’articles à fumer comprenant :

un contenant parallélépipédique (2) comportant
une extrémité supérieure ouverte, une paroi in-
férieure (5), une paroi avant (6), une paroi arrière
(7), et deux parois latérales (8) ;
un couvercle parallélépipédique (3) articulé sur
le contenant (2) et comportant une paroi supé-
rieure (9), une paroi avant (10), une paroi arrière
(11), et deux parois latérales (12) ;
un emballage interne (4) qui enferme un groupe
d’articles à fumer, est logé à l’intérieur du con-
tenant (2), et est plus petit en section transver-
sale que le contenant (2) ; et
une collerette (13), qui entoure l’emballage in-
terne (4), est collée sur l’intérieur du contenant
(2), fait saillie depuis l’extrémité supérieure
ouverte du contenant (2) et comporte une paroi
avant (14) qui est superposée et collée à la paroi
avant (6) du contenant (2), deux parois latérales
(15) qui sont superposées et collées aux parois
latérales correspondantes (8) du contenant (2) ;
au moins une paroi latérale (15) de la collerette
(13) étant espacée d’une paroi latérale corres-
pondante de l’emballage interne (4) afin de dé-
finir, conjointement à la paroi latérale correspon-
dante de l’emballage interne (4), une chambre
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latérale (17) non occupée par l’emballage inter-
ne (4) ;
la collerette (13) comprenant au moins un corps
formant boîte (18), en porte-à-faux et en saillie
depuis une paroi latérale correspondante (15)
et étant agencé à l’intérieur de la chambre laté-
rale (17) ;
le paquet (1) d’articles à fumer étant caractérisé
en ce que le corps formant boîte (18) de la col-
lerette (13) comprend :

un premier panneau (19) qui est agencé
perpendiculairement à la paroi latérale (15)
et parallèlement à la paroi inférieure (5) du
contenant (2), est raccordé à la paroi laté-
rale (15) même, et ferme la chambre laté-
rale (17) ;
un deuxième panneau (20) qui est agencé
parallèlement à la paroi latérale (15) et re-
pose sur une paroi latérale correspondante
de l’emballage interne (4) et est raccordé
au premier panneau (19) ;
un troisième panneau (21) qui est agencé
perpendiculairement à la paroi latérale (15)
et parallèlement au premier panneau (19)
et à la paroi inférieure (5) du contenant (2),
est raccordé au deuxième panneau (20), et
ferme la chambre latérale (17) ; et
un quatrième panneau (22) qui est agencé
parallèlement à la paroi latérale (15), est su-
perposé et collé à la paroi latérale (15) mê-
me, et est raccordé au troisième panneau
(21) .

2. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
1, dans lequel :

une première paroi latérale (15) de la collerette
(13) est espacée d’une paroi latérale correspon-
dante de l’emballage interne (4) afin de définir
la chambre latérale (17) ;
une deuxième paroi latérale (15) de la collerette
(13) repose sur une paroi latérale correspon-
dante de l’emballage interne (4) ;
une seule chambre latérale (17) est prévue à
l’intérieur du contenant (2) ; et
la collerette (13) comprend un seul corps for-
mant boîte (18), qui est agencé à l’intérieur de
la chambre latérale (17).

3. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
1, dans lequel :

les deux parois latérales (15) de la collerette (13)
sont espacées des parois latérales correspon-
dantes de l’emballage interne (4) afin de définir
deux chambres latérales différentes (17) sur des
côtés opposés de l’emballage interne (4) ; et

la collerette (13) comprend deux corps formant
boîtes (18), chacun agencé à l’intérieur d’une
chambre latérale correspondante (17).

4. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
1, 2 ou 3, dans lequel le premier panneau (19) du
corps formant boîte (18) est agencé à une distance
donnée d’un bord supérieur de la paroi latérale cor-
respondante (15) de la collerette (13).

5. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
1, 2 ou 3, dans lequel le premier panneau (19) du
corps formant boîte (18) est aligné avec un bord su-
périeur de la paroi latérale correspondante (15) de
la collerette (13).

6. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon l’une des reven-
dications 1 à 5, dans lequel la collerette (13) com-
prend un organe de support (23), qui est distinct, et
indépendant, du corps formant boîte (18), et repose
sur une paroi latérale correspondante de l’emballage
interne (4).

7. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
6, dans lequel l’organe de support (23) présente une
section transversale en forme de L, et comprend un
cinquième panneau (24) qui débute, et est perpen-
diculaire, à une paroi latérale correspondante (15)
de la collerette (13) ; et un sixième panneau (25) qui
débute, et est perpendiculaire, à la paroi avant (14)
de la collerette (13), et repose sur une paroi latérale
correspondante de l’emballage interne (4).

8. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon l’une des reven-
dications 1 à 7, dans lequel le premier panneau (19)
du corps formant boîte (18) est articulé le long d’une
ligne de pli sur un bord supérieur de la paroi latérale
correspondante (15) de la collerette (13).

9. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
8, dans lequel le premier panneau (19) du corps for-
mant boîte (18) forme une fermeture supérieure de
la chambre latérale (17) et le troisième panneau (21)
du corps formant boîte (18) forme une fermeture in-
férieure de la chambre latérale (17).

10. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon l’une des reven-
dications 1 à 7, dans lequel le premier panneau (19)
du corps formant boîte (18) est articulé le long d’une
ligne de pli sur un bord inférieur de la paroi latérale
correspondante (15) de la collerette (13).

11. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
10, dans lequel le premier panneau (19) du corps
formant boîte (18) forme une fermeture inférieure de
la chambre latérale (17) et le troisième panneau (21)
du corps formant boîte (18) forme une fermeture su-
périeure de la chambre latérale (17).
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12. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
10 ou 11, dans lequel le troisième panneau (21) du
corps formant boîte (18) est agencé à une distance
donnée d’un bord supérieur de la paroi latérale cor-
respondante (15) de la collerette (13).

13. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
10 ou 11, dans lequel le troisième panneau (21) du
corps formant boîte (18) est aligné avec un bord su-
périeur de la paroi latérale correspondante (15) de
la collerette (13).
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