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(57)  Acontainer (A) includes a casing (10) having an
opening and a first abutting edge (11) surrounding the
opening. A cover (20) is selectively mounted onto the
casing for closing the opening, wherein the cover has a
second abutting edge laterally extending therefrom and
abutting against the first abutting edge when the cover
closes the opening. A puller (30) extends from the second
abutting edge of the cover. A snapping device (40) is

formed between the casing and the puller. The snapping
deviceincludes aplug (41) separably formed on the puller
and a socket (42) defined in the casing for receiving and
holding the plug in place. A weakened portion (43) is
formed on the puller such that the puller is irreversibly
curved after being lifted, the curved puller and the plug
held in the socket easily identifying whether the container
has been opened for a first time.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to container, and
more particularly to a container that prevents from an
illegal operation and can be easily identified after being
illegally operated.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] Vacuum-formed plastic containers are usually
made to have a box-shaped or a cup-shaped containing
structure and used in the supermarkets for keeping food
fresh. The plastic container is transparent for buyer to
clearly see the contents, such as jelly-like, fruit or liquid
foods and provided to stimulate customer’s buy intent.
For containing the liquid foods, the conventional plastic
containers focus on the function of water-tightly seal. The
conventional plastic container usually includes a hollow
body and a body for selectively closing the hollow body.
[0003] For preventing the container from an illegal op-
eration before checkout, some businesses position the
cover of the container by staples. However, the casing
or the cover of the container may be broken due to the
staples when the buyer forcedly opening the cover. As a
result, the container cannot be reused.

[0004] In addition, some businesses provided a snap-
per for temporarily positioning the cover on the casing of
the container and a puller extending from cover for up-
wardly lifting the cover. As a result, the snapper is main-
tained in a cavity when the puller is lifted for opening the
cover and a pre-broken line, formed on the puller is bro-
ken. However, the conventional plastic container is trans-
parent and the cover is flexible such that the cover may
be reinstated. Consequently, the manager and the
checkout staff is difficultly to identify whether the contain-
er A is illegally operated or not. The altered plastic con-
tainer cannot effectively prevent from an illegal operation
and cannot be easily identified after being illegally oper-
ated.

[0005] The present invention has arisen to mitigate
and/or obviate the disadvantages of the conventional
plastic container.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The main objective of the present invention is
to provide an improved container that prevents from an
illegal operation and can be easily identified after being
illegally operated.

[0007] To achieve the objective, the container in ac-
cordance with the present invention comprises a casing
including an opening and a first abutting edge surround-
ing the opening. A cover is selectively mounted onto the
casing for closing the opening, wherein the cover has a
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second abutting edge laterally extending therefrom and
abutting against the first abutting edge when the cover
closes the opening. A puller extends from the second
abutting edge of the cover. A snapping device is formed
between the casing and the puller. The snapping device
includes a plug formed on the puller and a socket defined
in the casing for temporarily receiving the plug and hold-
ing the plug in place. A pre-broken line is formed on the
puller and surrounds a root of the plug, wherein the plug
is maintained in the socket when the pre-broken line is
broken and the cover is lifted from the casing. A weak-
ened portion is formed on at least one place of the puller
such that the pullerisirreversibly curved after being lifted
due to the weakened portion and the curved puller is
used as a basis for easily identifying whether the con-
tainer is illegally operated or not.

[0008] Further benefits and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent after a careful reading of
the detailed description with appropriate reference to the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009]

Fig. 1 is an opened perspective view of a container
that prevents from an illegal operation and can be
easily identified after being illegally operated in ac-
cordance with the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a closed perspective view of the container
in accordance with the present invention;

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the container in accord-
ance with the present invention;

Fig. 4 is a partially cross-sectional view of the con-
tainerin accordance with the presentinvention along
line 4-4 in Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the container in
accordance with the present invention along line 5-5
in Fig. 3;

Fig. 6 is an operational view of the puller of the con-
tainer in accordance with the present invention;

Fig. 7 is a perspective operational view of the puller
of the container in accordance with the present in-
vention;

Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the container in
accordance with the present invention along line 8-8
in Fig. 3;

Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view of the container in
accordance with the present invention along line 9-9
in Fig. 3;
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Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a second embodiment
of the weakened portion of the container in accord-
ance with the present invention;

Fig. 11 is an operational view of the weakened por-
tion in Fig. 10;

Fig. 12is a partially cross-sectional view of a second
embodiment of the cover of the container in accord-

ance with the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0010] Referring to the drawings and initially to Figs.
1-5, a container A that prevents from an illegal operation
and can be easily identified after being illegally operated
in accordance with the present invention comprises a
casing 10 including an opening 12 and a first abutting
edge 11 surrounding the opening 12. A cover 20 is se-
lectively mounted onto the casing 10 for closing the open-
ing 12, wherein the cover 20 has a second abutting edge
22 laterally extending therefrom and abutting against the
first abutting edge 11 when the cover 20 closes the open-
ing 12. A puller 30 extends from the second abutting edge
22 of the cover 20. In the preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the puller 30 extends from one of mul-
tiple corners of the cover 20. A snapping device 40 is
formed between the casing 10 and the puller 30. The
snapping device 40 includes a plug 41 formed on the
puller 30, a socket 42 defined in the casing 10 for tem-
porarily receiving the plug 41 and holding the plug 41 in
place. A pre-broken line 43 is formed on the puller 30
and surrounds a root of the plug 41, wherein the plug 41
is maintained in the socket 42 when the pre-broken line
43 is broken and the cover 20 is lifted from the casing
10. A weakened portion 50 is formed on at least one
place of the puller 30 such that the puller 30 is irreversibly
curved after being lifted due to the weakened portion 50
and the curved puller 30 is used as a basis for easily
identifying whether the container A is illegally operated
or not, as shown in Figs. 6 and 7.

[0011] With reference to Figs. 1 to 4, the pre-broken
line 43 is separated from a periphery of the plug 41 and
the weakened portion 50 is formed between the pre-bro-
ken line 43 and the opposite sides of the puller 30.
[0012] With reference to Fig. 7, the pre-broken line 43,
surrounding the plug 41, is broken, the puller 30 forms a
pull-tab and the puller 30 is curved along the weakened
portion 50 when the puller 30 is lifted.

[0013] Withreference toFig. 10, the weakened portion
50 is formed with a fold edge 51 and the pre-broken line
43 has multiple connecting sections 431, wherein the fold
edge 51 aligns with a corresponding one of the connect-
ing sections 431 of the pre-broken line 43. In the preferred
embodiment of the present invention, the fold edge 51
provides a greater resistance during lifting the puller 30
such that the operator more hardly forces the puller 30
and the puller 30 is more clearly curved, as shown in Fig.
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11.

[0014] With reference to Fig. 1, atleast one connecting
plate 60 is provided to connect two corresponding sides
of the cover 20 and the casing 10 such that the cover 20
isupward and inclined relative to the casing 10 after being
lifted from the opening 12 in the casing 10. However, the
connecting plate 60 is not absolutely necessary to the
container A in accordance with the present invention.
[0015] With reference to Fig. 8, the first abutting edge
11 is formed with a first wall 13, wherein an outer periph-
ery of the second abutting edge 22 of the cover 20 is
laterally engaged to the first wall 13. A groove 14 is lat-
erally defined in a root of the first wall 13 and the outer
periphery of the second abutting edge 22 of the cover 20
is laterally engaged into the groove 14. In the preferred
embodiment of the present invention, the first wall 13 is
provided to prevent an outer periphery of the first abutting
edge 11 from an illegal dig relative to a fingernail.
[0016] With reference to Fig. 7, the groove 14 has two
opposite ends and a free section 70 is formed between
the snapping device 40 and each of the two opposite
ends of the groove 14. The sides of the cover 20 are
moved along the free section 70 when the puller 30 is
upwardly lifted. As a result, the deforming area of the
cover 20, after being lifted, is expanded for easily iden-
tifying after being illegally operated.

[0017] With reference to Fig. 12, a second wall 80 is
form on the cover 20 along the second abutting edge 22
for prevent the abutted first abutting edge 11 and the
second abutting edge 22 from being detached from each
other by pinching with one’s fingers because the fingers
touch the second wall 80 during pinching.

[0018] As described above, the manager and the
checkout staff can easily identify whether the container
A'is illegally operated or not due to the curved puller 30
that is deformed when being pulled relative to the weak-
ened portion 50. Consequently, the effect of preventing
the container in accordance with the present invention
from an illegally operation is promoted.

[0019] Although the invention has been explained in
relationto its preferred embodiment, itis to be understood
thatmany other possible modifications and variations can
be made without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as hereinafter claimed.

Claims

1. A container that prevents from an illegal operation
and can be easily identified after being illegally op-
erated, comprising:

acasingincluding an opening and a first abutting
edge surrounding the opening;

a cover selectively mounted onto the casing for
closing the opening, wherein the cover has a
second abutting edge laterally extending there-
from and abutting against the first abutting edge
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when the cover closes the opening;

a puller extending from the second abutting
edge of the cover;

a snapping device formed between the casing
and the puller, the snapping device including a
plug formed on the puller and a socket defined
in the casing for temporarily receiving the plug
and holding the plug in place, a pre-broken line
formed on the puller and surrounds a root of the
plug, wherein the plug is maintained in the sock-
et when the pre-broken line is broken and the
cover is lifted from the casing; and
aweakened portion formed on at least one place
of the puller such that the puller is irreversibly
curved after being lifted due to the weakened
portion and the curved puller is used as a basis
for easily identifying whether the container is il-
legally operated or not.

The container as claimed in claim 1, wherein the pre-
broken line is separated from a periphery of the plug
and the weakened portion is formed between the
pre-broken line and the opposite sides of the puller.

The container as claimed in claim 2, wherein the pull-
er forms a pull-tab and the puller is curved along the
weakened portion when the puller is lifted and the
pre-broken line, surrounding the plug, is broken.

The container as claimed in claim 3, wherein the
weakened portion is formed with a fold edge and the
pre-broken line has multiple connecting sections, the
fold edge aligning with a corresponding one of the
connecting sections of the pre-broken line.

The container as claimed in claim 4, further compris-
ing atleast one connecting plate provided to connect
two corresponding sides of the cover and the casing
such that the cover is upward and inclined relative
to the casing after being lifted from the opening in
the casing.

The container as claimed in claim 5, wherein the first
abutting edge is formed with a first wall and an outer
periphery of the second abutting edge of the cover
is laterally engaged to the first wall, a groove laterally
defined in a root of the first wall and the outer pe-
riphery of the second abutting edge of the cover lat-
erally engaged into the groove.

The container as claimed in claim 6, wherein the
groove has two opposite ends and a free section is
formed between the snapping device and each of
the two opposite ends of the groove, the sides of the
cover moved along the free section when the puller
is upwardly lifted.

The container as claimed in claim 7, wherein a sec-
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ond wall is form on the cover along the second abut-
ting edge for prevent the abutted first abutting edge
and the second abutting edge from being detached
from each other by pinching with one’s fingers.
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