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(57) The present disclosure provides an apparatus
(9) comprising a coupling arrangement (11), an input de-
vice and a control unit. The coupling arrangement (11)
comprises an intermediate element (30) and a first quick
coupler (31) operable to selectively couple the interme-
diate element (30) to a machine (10). The intermediate
element (30) comprises a second quick coupler (32) op-
erable to selectively couple a tool (15) to the intermediate
element (30). The first and second quick couplers (31,
32) are each selectively actuatable to lock the interme-
diate element (30) to the machine (10) or tool (15) re-
spectively. The control unit is configured to determine

whether the intermediate element (30) is coupled to the

machine (10) and receive an input signal from the input
device. In response to the input signal the control unit
restricts the unlocking of the first quick coupler (31) when
the intermediate element (30) is coupled to the machine
(10).

AN APPARATUS COMPRISING A COUPLING ARRANGEMENT
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing claims for which payment was due.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those claims for which no payment was due and for those claims for which
claims fees have been paid, nhamely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for those claims for which ho payment was due.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

[

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

[

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

[

None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1-5, 11-14

D The present supplementary European search report has been drawn up for those parts
of the European patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the
claims (Rule 164 (1) EPC).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-5, 11-14

Group I containing claims: 1-5 and 11 - 14

The potential special technical features of this group can
be summarised as: control unit determining the opening and
closing signals and operations

The technical effects associated with the above features
are: the coupler lock/unlock function is controlled.

The objective technical problem solved by this invention
could be formulated as: how to prevent accidents from
operator mistakes?

2. claims: 6-9

Group II containing claims: 6 - 9

The potential special technical features of this group can
be summarised as: first and second coupling element

The technical effects associated with the above features
are: improved coupling

The objective technical problem solved by this invention
could be formulated as: how to improve the coupling of
implements?

3. claim: 10

Group III containing claims: 10

The potential special technical features of this group can
be summarised as: tool orientation device

The technical effects associated with the above features
are: tool changes orientation

The objective technical problem solved by this invention
could be formulated as: how to reorientate a mounted tool?
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