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(54) METHOD AND ASSEMBLY FOR FEEDING MIXED BATCHES OF PRIMARY PRODUCTS

(57) A group for feeding mixed batches of primary
products to a packaging machine comprises at least one
handling unit, or robot, (20) for handling primary products
(11), atleast two distinct picking points (18, 21) for picking
primary products (11) and a continuous inlet conveyor
(30) towards a packaging machine, wherein the at least
one handling unit (20) is equipped with a gripping head
(22) comprising a gripper (23) for gripping multiples of
primary products arranged in a row, the at least one han-

dling unit (20) being operatively associated with at least
one of the primary products (11) picking points (18, 21)
for picking a row of primary products and operatively as-
sociated with the inlet conveyor (30) for positioning at
least a part of the row of primary products in tracking on
the inlet conveyor (30).

The relative method for feeding mixed batches of
primary products to a packaging machine is also part of
the invention.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a group for
feeding mixed batches of primary products and to a rel-
ative method.

[0002] A need increasingly present in the packaging
industry is to produce mixed sales units containing single
primary products, which may be bottles, containers or
cans, having different features.

[0003] Typically, a sale unit is defined as a bundle, a
tray or a closed cardboard. The primary products includ-
ed within this mixed sales units may differ in content,
color, labeling and in more complex cases in the shape
of the bottle or container. In order to simplify the descrip-
tion, it is said that the primary products are of different
"type" to define all of these possible differences.

[0004] Anexample may be a cardboard tray containing
bottles of orange juice and lemonade.

[0005] Primary products can similarly denote units en-
closed in primary packages to be inserted in a packaging
machine for producing secondary packages.

[0006] From the plant point of view, according to the
prior art, mixed sales units create major problems for the
management of primary products. In fact, the primary
products are typically filled by the same blowing andfilling
block on a single line. The filler in most cases is able to
fill only one type of liquid at a time and then the change
from one liquid to another requires a wash and a format
change.

[0007] The problem of storing primary products of the
same flavour or type for subsequent mixed re-packaging
for the external market must be managed accordingly. It
is also not always established that single-flavour prod-
ucts are made specifically for re-packaging, but these
products may be required to be placed on the market
directly.

[0008] Typically, this storage requires palletizing sin-
gle-flavour primary products, a pallet handling to and
from the warehouse, one or more depalletizers that de-
palletize the single-flavour primary products in the re-
spective flavour to be packaged in the mixed sales units
and carry the primary products on single-row conveyors,
a combiner plus a divider for loose articles that generate
the desired mix on the various inlet channels to the pack-
aging machine. As speeds increase, combiner and divid-
er become very complex, thus becoming the perform-
ance bottleneck of the system.

[0009] Alternatively, the mixing of flavours may be left
to the store before they are exposed. Manual mixing is
very expensive due to the large number of people needed
and requires a dedicated area.

[0010] Ingeneral,the depalletizing of primary products
causes the presence at the packaging site of a large
amount of paper or cardboard trays, emptied of the pri-
mary products, that require disposal.

[0011] Bytrayitis meanta sheetof paper or cardboard
folded on all four sides to form two glued opposite outer
sides and two sides orthogonal to the outer sides, pro-
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vided at their ends with appendices forming inner flaps
glued to glued outer flaps of the other sides.

[0012] The aim of the presentinvention is to provide a
group for feeding mixed batches of primary products and
a relative method which allows solving the drawbacks of
the prior art.

[0013] Another aim of the present invention is to pro-
vide a group for feeding mixed batches of primary prod-
ucts and a relative method able to manage a large
number of different primary products.

[0014] A further aim of the present invention is to pro-
vide a group for feeding mixed batches of primary prod-
ucts and arelative method able to be fed with both primary
products from filling lines and with depalletized primary
products.

[0015] A further aim of the present invention is to pro-
vide a group for feeding mixed batches of primary prod-
ucts and a relative method which allow recycling empty
trays by opening the same without breaking them.
[0016] Another aim of the present invention is to pro-
vide a group for feeding mixed batches of primary prod-
ucts and a relative method particularly simple and func-
tional, with limited costs and compact in size.

[0017] These aims according to the present invention
are achieved by providing a group for feeding mixed
batches of primary products and a relative method as set
out in the independent claims.

[0018] Further characteristics are described in the de-
pendent claims.
[0019] The characteristics and the advantages of a

group for feeding mixed batches of primary products and
a relative method according to the present invention will
become apparent from the following exemplary and non-
limiting description, made with reference to the accom-
panying schematic drawings, in which:

figure 1is a plan view of alayout of a plant comprising
a group for feeding mixed batches of primary prod-
ucts according to the invention;

figures 2 and 3 show an embodiment of the group
for feeding mixed batches of primary products ac-
cording to the invention in side elevation and in plane
view, respectively;

figures 4A-4C show in a sequence multiple opera-
tions of partial deposition of a gripper of a handling
unit on an inlet conveyor of a second embodiment
of the feeding group of the invention;

figure 5 shows a gripping head of a handling unit of
the group according to the invention, equipped with
a gripper of a row of bottles;

figures 6A-6D show the gripping sequence of the
row of bottles with the gripper of figure 5;

figure 7 shows a suction cup gripper of a robot of the
tray recycling system of the group according to the
invention;

figures 8A-8D show the opening sequence of aglued
flap of a paper tray through the suction cup head of
figure 7;
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figure 9 shows the subsequent opening of a side
orthogonal to the glued flap of the tray through the
suction cup head of figure 7;

figure 10 shows the final extraction of the tray from
the suction cup head of figure 7.

[0020] Withreferencetothefigures,agroupforfeeding
mixed batches of primary products is shown, generally
indicated with 10, which feeds mixed batches 11’ of pri-
mary products 11, i.e. batches consisting of different pri-
mary products, towards a packaging machine 12 which
packs them into bundles, trays or closed cardboards. By
packaging machine it is meant a machine that adds a
packaging to the incoming primary containers 11, such
as a trayformer, a bundling machine or a packer.
[0021] By primary products it is meant loose units, as
well as units packed into primary packaging, in both cas-
es to be inserted in a packaging machine for creating a
packaging around batches of primary products.

[0022] In an embodiment of the invention, shown in
figure 1, upstream of the feeding group of mixed batches
10 a depalletizing station 13 is present, comprising a de-
palletizing robot 14, which picks up pallets of different
primary containers from one or more conveyors 15, from
related picking positions 15’. Such primary containers
are contained, for example, within trays 111 that are
picked by the gripper of the depalletizing robot 14 and
placed layer by layer on a plurality of conveyor belts 16,
shown in greater detail in figure 2. Each pallet of trays
generally comprises homogeneous primary products 11,
for example one flavor, previously palletized and stored
for subsequent mixed palletizing. The conveyor belts 16
carry trays 111 each on a loading station 21 of a tray 111
or of a pallet of trays 111. The loading station 21 may in
turn consist of a conveyor belt.

[0023] The group for feeding mixed batches 10 accord-
ing to the invention comprises at least one handling unit,
or robot, 20. The feeding unit 18 further comprises at
least two distinct picking points 18 of primary products
11. The picking points 18 may for example consist of the
loading stations 21 of a tray 111 or of a pallet of trays
111 or of at least one loading station 21 and at least one
single-row continuous conveyor of primary products, not
shown.

[0024] The example shows a number of picking points
18 equal to the number of handling units 20. Likewise,
according to a configuration not shown, a same handling
unit 20 may be operatively associated with a plurality of
tray loading stations 21. In the minimum configuration of
a single handling unit, the same will necessarily be as-
sociated with at least two picking points 18, consisting of
single-row continuous conveyors and/or loading stations
21. In the configuration comprising two or more handling
units 20, each of them may operate with one or more
picking points 18, consisting of single-row continuous
conveyors and/or loading stations 21.

[0025] Each handling unit 20, of which figure 1 shows
by way of example a number equal to four, is provided
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with a gripping head 22 comprising a gripper 23 of mul-
tiples of primary products 11 arranged in a single row.
By "row of products" it is meant at least two products
aligned with each other along a straight line.

[0026] Each handling unit 20, which is operatively as-
sociated with at least one of the picking points 18, is also
operatively associated with an inlet conveyor 30, provid-
ed with continuous motion towards the packaging ma-
chine 12. As shown in figure 2, the inlet conveyor 30 may
be located at a higher height with respect to the plane of
the loading station 21. According to different embodi-
ments, the inlet conveyor 30 may be a smooth conveyor
or a conveyor provided with a plurality of channels 31
delimited by vertical plates 32 for the transport and ac-
cumulation of primary products 11 on separate rows. In
the case of an inlet conveyor 30 provided with channels
31, a mechanical selection device 33 is also provided at
the outlet end of the inlet conveyor 30 for the formation
of batches 11’ of primary products 11 (figure 3).

[0027] According to a first embodiment, the handling
units 20 deposit the entire row of primary products 11 in
tracking, that is to say, at approximately the same speed
as the underlying conveyor, on the predetermined chan-
nel 31 of the inlet conveyor 30.

[0028] A second embodiment instead provides for the
use of a gripper, not shown, consisting of independent
portioned elements which allow the partial deposition of
the primary products over several different rows.

[0029] According to a preferred embodiment, one or
more channels 31 of the inlet conveyor 30 are not oper-
atively associated with a handling unit 20 but are con-
nected to a portionable channeling system 17 for feeding
with a continuous flow of primary products 11, in parallel
to the feeding on the remaining channels 31 through the
handling units 20.

[0030] In the group for feeding mixed batches 10 ac-
cording to the invention, the conveyor belts 16 carry trays
111 one after the other, spacing them, to the loading sta-
tion 21, where one or more handling units, or a robot, 20
pick the rows of primary containers 11 from trays 111
placing them directly into channels 31 of the inlet con-
veyor 30 of the packaging machine 12. The handling units
20 are able to track in electric axis the inlet conveyor 30,
so as to gently deposit the primary products 11, prevent-
ing any risk of falling. These sections are modular and
the number of handling units 20 depends on the produc-
tion mix and the production required. Each handling unit
20 can feed any number of channels 31 and pick from
one or more loading stations 21.

[0031] Inone embodiment of the feeding group 10, the
gripper 23 picks one row of primary products 11 ata time
and such arow is entirely deposited within a single chan-
nel 31. However, such an embodiment may be extended
with the use of a gripper that picks a plurality of primary
products with independent clamping systems. In this
way, the handling unit 20 can pick up a row of primary
containers 11 and deposit them into separate channels
31, so as to achieve a mix of products that allows not
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having a simple mixing of product channel by channel,
but a production mix that can achieve the deposition of
the single primary product in the desired position within
the packaging created by the packaging machine 12.
[0032] Inaddition, itis possible to operate the handling
units 20 and the packaging machine 12 as a single ma-
chine, thus synchronizing the operations of the single
handling units 20 with the step of the packaging machine
12. According to this configuration, it is possible to elim-
inate the channeling plates 32 from the inlet conveyor 30
and assign one or more batches 11’ of primary containers
that must be deposited at each step to each handling unit
20. The set of primary containers 11 deposited at the
same machine step constitutes a so-called "virtual batch"
which becomes the final pack of the packaging machine
12, without requiring a further selection and without the
necessity of having to accumulate. This solution can be
combined with a bottle selection device, located on the
platform before the handling units 20 themselves, able
to select primary containers from a production line on
some rows, while the handling units 20 form the remain-
ing rows of primary products 11 in steps.

[0033] If a gripping head 22 of the handling unit 20 is
used, equipped with a gripper 23 able to pick multiples
of primary products with independent clamping systems,
used in association with a smooth inlet conveyor 30, that
is to say, devoid of channels, figures 4A-4C show in se-
quence a possible deposition cycle, in which gripper 23
picks up a row of products from a tray 111 and deposits
them through multiple operations of partial deposition on
different rows to form a virtual batch 11°.

[0034] Figures 5 and 6A-6D show an embodiment of
gripper 23 of multiples of primary products 11 arranged
in a single row, adapted to pick up a row of primary con-
tainers consisting of bottles and release them all together
on one row.

[0035] Gripper 23 comprises, according to this embod-
iment, two plates 24 parallel to each other and arranged
in planes parallel to the plane containing the axis of the
bottles. Plates 24 are provided with a continuous gripping
tooth 25 along the entire inner bottom edge. The two
plates 24 are movable in mutual approach to pick the
bottles under the collar in the vicinity of the neck and are
movable away to release the same.

[0036] The gripper 23, according to the embodiment
suitable for gripping a row of bottles, also comprises a
pressure bar 26 arranged between the two plates 24 and
provided with a plane perpendicular to the axis of the
bottles engageable in abutment on the tops of the bottle
caps.

[0037] Thegrippingcycle showninsequence infigures
6A-6D provides for lowering gripper 23 in the direction
of the row of bottles, approaching the two plates 24 and
placing teeth 25 in gripping under the collar of the bottles,
and lowering the pressure bar 26 against the cap of the
bottles in a row. The row of bottles is thus picked up from
the tray and placed on the inlet conveyor 30. Only after
finishing the deposition of the row of bottles on the inlet
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conveyor 30, the pressure exerted by bar 26 is released
and plates 24 are moved away from each other.

[0038] The groupforfeeding mixed batches 10 accord-
ing to the invention can integrate a recycling system 40
of trays 111, either of paper or cardboard, in output from
the loading station 21, which feeds them towards a tray
processing unit. The tray processing unit picks them up,
opens them and stacks them. In the example of figures
1 and 2, the tray recycling system 40 comprises a return
structure of empty trays 111 positioned underneath the
inlet conveyor 30 to the packaging machine 12.

[0039] The tray processing unit comprises a robot 41
provided with a suction cup gripping head 42, identifying
a quadrilateral perimeter of size adjustable as a function
of the size of trays 111. The suction cup gripping head
42 comprises four gripper elements 43 placed in pairs at
ends of two opposite sides of the perimeter, associable
with pairs of opposite glued flaps, outer 111A and inner
111°A, of the tray 111. Each gripper element 43 is pro-
vided with a first set of inner suction cups 44 that are
engageable in translation by means of linear actuators
56 against the inner glued flap 111°A of the tray, and a
tear device, which can be engaged to the outer glued
flap 111A of the tray by means of a tilting arm 46, adapted
to detach flap 111A of tray 111 with the rotary movement
thereof. The tear device causes the detachment of the
two glued flaps, outer 111A and inner 111°A following the
detachment of the glue and not the breakage of the card-
board. The tear device, according to a preferred embod-
iment, may comprise a second set of outer suction cups
45, engageable against the outer glued flap 111A of the
tray, associated with a hook 54, actuatable via a linear
actuator 55, for the engagement in hooking with the glued
side of tray 111 from the inside thereof. The hook 54,
which may also be associated to one of the two gripper
elements 43, engaged with a pair of glued flaps 111A,
111°A, as shown for example in figure 7, is positioned
along the side of tray 111 so as not to be engaged with
the inner glued flap 111°A. It is in fact positioned more
centrally with respect to the second set of outer suction
cups 45. According to a further embodiment, not shown,
the hook 54 may be absent or be associated with all the
gripper elements.

[0040] According to the preferred embodiment, as
shown schematically in the sequence of figures 8A-8D,
the outer 45 and inner 44 suction cups are closed in se-
quence against the glued flaps 111A and 111°A, while
the hook 54 is in an extracted rest position. The vacuum
generation within the same ensures the grip on the cor-
responding glued flaps 111A and 111’A. The hook 54 is
then moved by translation to the engagement position
thereof with the inner glued side of the tray. The outer
suction cups 45 and the hook 54 are made to rotate
around a fulcrum 47, placed about around at the outer
glued flap fold 111A, through the engagement of a linear
actuator 48 on a tilting arm 49 rigidly connected in parallel
to arm 46. During the rotation step, the hook 54 helps to
pull the glued flap 111A preventing the detachment of
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the outer suction cup 45, carrying out a synergistic action
to obtain the detachment of the glued flaps 111A and
111°A with minimum deformation of tray 111. The hook
54 is then returned to an extracted resting position.
[0041] According to the simplified embodiment, with-
out hook 54, the closing and tearing cycle of the pair of
suction cups 44, 45 is carried out in the same manner
described above. Once the vacuum is generated inside
the suction cups 44 and 45, the outer suction cups 45
are rotated around fulcrum 47, placed about at the outer
glued flap fold 111A, through the engagement of the lin-
ear actuator 48 on the tilting arm 49 rigidly connected in
parallel to arm 46.

[0042] Different tear devices may form part of the in-
vention in place or integration of the outer suction cups
45 and of the hook 54 described.

[0043] The suction cup gripping head 42 also compris-
es a pair of presser elements 50 placed at the remaining
two sides 111B of tray 111, respectively, orthogonal to
the glued flaps 111A and 111°A. Each presser element
50, preferably provided with a wide flat thrust surface, is
hinged at the fold of side 111B of tray 111, orthogonal to
glued flaps 111A and 111°A, and connected to a linear
actuator 51. The presser elements 50 rotate orthogonally
to the tearing direction of the outer glued flap 111A to act
each on a side orthogonal to the gluing side of the tray,
to complete the opening of the orthogonal sides 111B
and flattening of the tray, as shown in figure 9.

[0044] The suction cup gripping head 42 also compris-
es, in a position inside the quadrilateral perimeter, a plu-
rality of vertical linear actuators 52 arranged orthogonally
to the tray plane, provided at the lower ends with suction
cups 53, adapted to keep the open tray 111 open and
facilitate the removal thereof from the suction cup grip-
ping head 42 for the deposition on a stack of open trays
by pushing the open tray downwards (figure 10).

[0045] The method for feeding mixed batches of pri-
mary products to a packaging machine, according to the
invention, comprises the steps of:

- picking in sequence multiples of primary products
11, arranged in a row, from at least two distinct pick-
ing points 18 through at least one handling unit 20,
from continuously fed channels or from a tray or a
pallet of trays;

- depositing in tracking the rows of primary products
along rows that are side by side to one another on
an inlet conveyor 30 that continuously transfers the
rows of primary products 11 towards a packaging
machine 12.

[0046] The tracking deposition step may relate to a
whole row of products engaged by a gripper 23, depos-
ited along the same row of the inlet conveyor 30, or it
may relate to subsets of the product row engaged by
gripper 23, deposited along multiple rows of the inlet con-
veyor 30.

[0047] The tracking deposition step may be carried out
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within channels 31 of the inlet conveyor 30 or directly on
the smooth conveyor.

[0048] The method for feeding mixed batches of pri-
mary products to a packaging machine, according to the
invention, also comprises the step of:

- feeding primary products 11 on the inlet conveyor
30 through a portionable channeling system 17, par-
allel to the deposition with the handling unit 20. The
side-by-side rows of primary products present on the
inlet conveyor 30 are partly fed by the handling unit
20 and partly by the portionable channeling system
17.

[0049] The method according to the invention finally
comprises a feeding step of empty trays 111 from the
loading station 21 towards a tray processing unit and an
empty tray processing step.

[0050] The empty tray processing step comprising the
steps of:

- engaging glued flaps 111A of the tray on opposite
sides with a plurality of inner suction cups 44 and
with a tear device, such as a plurality of outer suction
cups 45 opposite to the inner suction cups 44 and/or
a hook 54;

- detaching each outer glued flap 111A with a rotary
action of the tear device and with such a rotary action
aligning it with the plane of the tray 111;

- flattening the remaining two sides 111B of the tray
111, orthogonal to the glued flaps 111A and 111°A,
with arotary action orthogonal to the first one through
a pair of hinged presser elements 50;

- depositing the tray thus opened onto a stack of trays.

[0051] The group for feeding mixed batches of primary
products and the relative method according to the
present invention have the advantage of implementing a
line end able to work in mixed palletizing in a compact
manner.

[0052] Advantageously, this solution in some embod-
iments thereof allows simultaneously working with one
or more types of primary products coming from palletized
products and with one or more products coming from the
filling lines. This solution allows operation even with idle
system parts, for example production can be done with
primary products of one type only, coming directly from
the production/filling lines and not from the depalletizing
group.

[0053] The feeding group according to the present in-
vention, in particular, simultaneously works with one or
more types of primary products coming from palletized
products and with one or more primary products coming
from the filling lines.

[0054] Moreover, the suction cup gripping head of the
tray recycling system of the feeding group according to
the present invention advantageously allows ungluing
the glued flaps without tearing the cardboard.
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[0055] The group for feeding mixed batches of primary
products and the relative method thus conceived may
undergo numerous modifications and variations, all fall-
ing within the invention; moreover, all details can be re-
placed with technically equivalent elements. In practice,
the materials used as well as the sizes, can be any, ac-
cording to technical requirements.

Claims

1. Group for feeding mixed batches of primary products
to a packaging machine, characterized in that it
comprises at least one handling unit, or robot, (20)
for handling primary products (11), at least two dis-
tinct picking points (18, 21) for picking primary prod-
ucts (11) and a continuous inlet conveyor (30) to-
wards a packaging machine, wherein said at least
one handling unit (20) is equipped with a gripping
head (22) comprising a gripper (23) for gripping mul-
tiples of primary products arranged in a row, said at
least one handling unit (20) being operatively asso-
ciated with at least one of said primary products (11)
picking points (18, 21) for picking a row of primary
products and operatively associated with said inlet
conveyor (30) for positioning at least a part of said
row of primary products in tracking on said inlet con-
veyor (30).

2. Feeding group according to claim 1, characterized
in that said inlet conveyor (30) is provided with a
plurality of channels (31) for transporting primary
products on separate rows, and provided with a me-
chanical selection device (33) at the outlet end, for
the formation of batches (11’) of primary products

(11).

3. Feeding group according to claim 2, characterized
in that at least one of said channels (31) of the inlet
conveyor (30) is not operatively associated with said
at least one handling unit (20) and is connected to a
portionable channeling system (17) for feeding with
a continuous flow of primary products (11), in parallel
to the feeding on the remaining channels (31)
through said at least one handling unit (20).

4. Feeding group according to claim 1, characterized
in that said picking point of said handling unit (20)
is a loading station (21) for loading a tray (111) or a
pallet of trays (111).

5. Feeding group according to claim 4, characterized
in that it comprises a tray-recycling system (40) ex-
iting from the loading station (21) towards a tray
transforming unit that picks them up, opens them
and stacks them.

6. Feeding group according to claim 5, characterized
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in that said tray transforming unit comprises a robot
(41) equipped with a suction cup head (42) identify-
ing a quadrilateral perimeter of adjustable size, said
suction cup head (42) comprising four gripper ele-
ments (43) placed in pairs at the ends of two opposite
sides of the perimeter, associable with pairs of op-
posite glued flaps, outer and inner, (111A, 111°A) of
the tray (111), wherein each gripper element (43) is
equipped with a first set of inner suction cups (44)
that are engageable from the inside against said in-
ner glued flap (111°A) of the tray, and a tear device,
preferably comprising a second set of outer suction
cups (45) that are engageable from the outside
against said outer glued flap (111A) of the tray, said
tear device being applied to an arm (46) tilting about
a fulcrum (47) adapted to detach said outer glued
flap (111A) of the tray with its own rotary movement,
wherein said tear device can also comprise a mov-
able hook (54) for the engagement from the inside
with the glued side of the tray (111).

Feeding group according to claim 6, characterized
in that said suction cup head (42) also comprises a
pair of hinged presser elements (50), placed respec-
tively at the remaining two sides (111B) of the tray
(111), orthogonal to the glued flaps (111A, and
111°A), adapted to act each on one side orthogonal
to the gluing side of the tray that complete the open-
ing and the flattening of the tray, said suction cup
head (42) also comprising in an internal position in
said quadrilateral perimeter a plurality of linear ac-
tuators (52) arranged orthogonally with respect to
the plane of the tray, provided at the lower ends with
suction cups (53), adapted to keep the open tray
raised and facilitate its extraction from the suction
cup head (42) for the depositon a stack of open trays.

Method for feeding mixed batches of primary prod-
ucts to a packaging machine, characterized in that
it comprises the steps of:

- picking in a sequence multiples of primary
products (11), arranged in a row, from at least
two distinct picking points (18, 21) through at
least one handling unit (20);

- depositing in tracking said rows of primary
products along rows that are side by side to one
another on an inlet conveyor (30) that continu-
ously transfers said rows of primary products
(11) towards a packaging machine (12),

wherein said step of depositing in tracking relates to
an entire row of products gripped by a gripper (23)
along a same row of the inlet conveyor (30) or sub-
sets of the row of products gripped by the gripper
(23) along more rows of the inlet conveyor (30), and
wherein said step of depositing in tracking can be
carried outinside channels (31) of said inlet conveyor
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(30).

Method according to claim 8, characterized in that
said step of picking rows of primary products from
at least two distinct picking points (18) through at
least one handling unit (20) is carried out by picking
from continuously fed channels or from loading sta-
tions (21) for loading a tray or a pallet of trays.

Method according to claims 8 or 9, characterized
in that it comprises the step of feeding said primary
products (11) on the inlet conveyor (30) through a
portionable channeling system (17), in parallel to the
deposit with the handling unit (20), said rows that are
side by side to one another of primary products on
said inlet conveyor (30) being each fed by said han-
dling unit (20) or by said portionable channeling sys-
tem (17).

Method according to any of claims 8 to 10, charac-
terized in that it comprises a step of feeding empty
trays (111) from the loading station (21) towards a
tray transforming unit, and a step of transforming
empty trays, wherein said tray transforming step
comprises the steps of:

- engaging pairs of glued flaps (111A, 111°A) of
the tray on opposite sides with a plurality of inner
suction cups (44) and a tear device;

- detaching each outer glued flap (111A) and
aligning it to the plane of the tray (111) with a
rotary action of the tear device;

- flattening the remaining two sides (111B) of
the tray (111), orthogonal to the glued flaps
(111A, 111°A), with a rotary action orthogonal to
the first one through a pair of hinged presser
elements (50);

- depositing the tray thus open onto a stack of
trays.
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