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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to reclosable or
resealable flaps such as are used, for instance, on pack-
ets of moist wipes ("wet wipes"). These packets are de-
signed to retain the moisture of the wipes by sealing the
package when not in use, but to allow easy opening and
closing of the flap to allow access to a hole in the package
material through which one or more moist wipes can be
drawn. To this end, the flap generally has a tacky adhe-
sive along the outer part of its lower surface, sticking to
the package wall or film surrounding the hole, but allowing
the user to pull the flap away from the package film. One
edge of the flap will generally be permanently stuck to
the package to act as a hinge.
[0002] One desirable feature of such a flap is that, once
opened, it falls under its own weight so that it lies folded
away from the opening and does not interfere with the
wipes being removed. A design that aims to provide a
reliable hinge is shown in EP 2202176 A1 by Prime Label
& Screen, Inc. Here a resealable label flap is made of
two main layers, a thicker base layer 28 and a top layer
30, in the form of a rectangle. In practice, the base layer
may itself be made of two or more layers, for instance to
ease the application of the resealable adhesive. The rec-
tangle is cut around three edges inside its circumference
to form a flap portion, the fourth end forming a hinge. This
hinge is constituted by slitting the lower layer but not the
upper layer, so that the flap portion hinges about the up-
per layer where it bridges the slit. The region of the rec-
tangle outside the cut forms a frame which remains stuck
to the package.
[0003] In practice it is not easy to handle the assembly
after the subsequent cut has been made through both
layers so as to define the outline of the flap portion. The
present invention aims to provide a flap that is easier to
manufacture and also more reliable.
[0004] Another construction, using composite layers
and intending to solve the problem of the flap undesirably
returning to cover the opening while one is trying to ex-
tract a wipe, is shown in WO 2011/003068 by Unicharm
Corporation. The flap is formed by two main layers, a
thinner layer on top of a thick layer, the thin layer extend-
ing beyond one side of the lower layer and being fixed
to the package by a strong adhesive. The construction
appears not to solve the problem of the flap flipping back,
because a transverse slit is formed in the upper layer
over most of its transverse extent, so as to weaken the
restoring force.
[0005] The present invention is defined in one aspect
in claim 1 and is generally directed to a resealable flap
device in the form of a sheet for applying to or incorpo-
rating in packaging, comprising:

- a base or lower layer of flexible material; and

- an upper layer of stiff material;

base and upper layers each having a layer of adhesive
on their lower face, the adhesive on the upper layer bond-
ing this layer to the lower layer;
wherein the sheet is cut through both layers to outline a
flap portion, but leaving an edge uncut in a hinge region;
and
the upper layer of the flap portion is not present on the
outer part of the sheet beyond the line of the hinge region.
[0006] Because the region of the flap portion behind
the hinge line has only the single lower layer, the lower
layer at that line, or in its vicinity, forms the desired hinge,
being much less stiff - say two to ten times - than the
composite of the two layers, in terms of Young’s Modulus.
[0007] In general, the upper layer in the frame portion
(i.e. the outside region surrounding the flap portion) will
also end approximately in line with the hinge, though it
may extend beyond it to a greater or lesser extent for
added stability.
[0008] A tab may be formed on the end of the flap por-
tion remote from the hinge in the usual way, to make it
easier for the user to lift the flap. Preferably there is no
adhesive on the underside of the tab, or any adhesive
present is covered or neutralised, but the remainder of
the flap portion generally has a tacky adhesive for reseal-
able sticking to the package.
[0009] The lower layer may be of a tough but flexible
polymer such as polypropylene (PP), about 50 mm thick,
the upper layer of the same or, preferably, a different
material, such as polystyrene (PS) or PET, and prefera-
bly at least two or three times as thick, preferably at least
150 mm thick. The two are laminated using a suitable
adhesive such as acrylic-based adhesive, and the re-
closure adhesive under the base layer can be any usual
adhesive for this purpose.
[0010] The flap may be generally rectangular, round-
ed, elliptical, oval or ogival in shape, though the hinge
will generally be a straight line. The "north-south" direc-
tion of the flap, i.e. the direction in the plane in which the
flap opens and closes, will be termed the "longitudinal"
direction, the perpendicular direction in the plane of the
flap (when closed) being termed "transverse". The "front"
of the flap is that edge or end picked up by the user to
open the flap.
[0011] In a further aspect, a resealable flap device in
the form of a sheet for applying to or incorporating in
packaging comprises a layer of flexible material, the layer
being cut through to outline a flap portion, but leaving an
edge uncut in a hinge region;
wherein the layer continues rearwardly and incorporates
a second flap portion having a slot by which a product
may be suspended when the flap device is fixed to the
product.
[0012] The device is easy to manufacture because the
upper layer can be formed by selective removal of parts
of the upper layer to form the hinge region. This can be
done, for instance, by cutting through the upper layer
only and then removing the unwanted portion of the upper
layer. In addition, printing a blocking agent to prevent
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adhesion between base and upper layers in certain areas
may be helpful. Also, although the top surface of the lam-
inate is not entirely smooth (because of the local absence
of the top layer at the base of the hinge), this presents
no practical (nor aesthetic) difficulty and it does not in-
terfere with manufacture of the flap device itself, nor with
assembly as it is applied to the pack.
[0013] It is to be understood that the upper and/or lower
layers may be printed upon, for example for the purpose
of colouring or shading the device, or to apply a logo or
graphic or other printed material such as instructions or
advertising material.
[0014] Print may be applied to one or both of an upper
and lower side of the lower layer, and/or to one or both
of an upper and lower side of the upper layer. Print may
be applied before adhesive is applied to a layer, in which
case the presence of the print typically does not adversely
affect subsequent bonding of the layer to another sur-
face. Alternatively print may be applied to all or a selected
portion of an area of a surface of the upper or lower layers
after a layer of adhesive has been applied to the surface.
The presence of the layer of print on the adhesive es-
sentially reduces or inhibits substantially entirely the abil-
ity of the adhesive in that area to cause the layer to stick
to a surface that is subsequently brought into contact with
the printed area.
[0015] This feature may be useful in some embodi-
ments. For example, in embodiments having a tab
formed on the end of the flap portion remote from the
hinge, to make it easier for the user to lift the flap as
described above, adhesive applied to the lower surface
of the lower layer in order to allow the lower layer to be
bonded to packaging may be printed upon in the region
of the tab in order to prevent the tab from sticking to the
packaging.
[0016] It is to be understood that, in addition or instead,
the lower surface of the lower layer may be printed upon
before adhesive is applied to that layer. In that case, it is
typically the case that the adhesive will permit the printed
(and any non-printed) regions of the lower layer to be
bonded to the packaging to which the device is applied.
[0017] In addition or instead, the upper surface of the
lower layer may be printed upon. In the case that a layer
of adhesive is applied to the upper surface of the lower
layer after printing upon the upper surface, the upper
layer may subsequently be bonded to the lower layer
even in regions in which print has been applied to the
lower layer. However, if it is desired not to allow bonding
of the upper and lower layers in certain regions, print may
be applied to the adhesive after it has been applied to
the upper surface of the lower layer or lower surface of
the upper layer, to prevent adhesion in the printed areas.
[0018] If the upper and lower layers are both transpar-
ent, printed material on the lower layer or lower surface
of the upper layer will be visible through the upper layer,
and lower layer in the case of printing on the lower surface
of the lower layer.
[0019] Within the scope of this application it is express-

ly intended that the various aspects, embodiments, ex-
amples and alternatives set out in the preceding para-
graphs, in the claims and/or in the following description
and drawings, and in particular the individual features
thereof, may be taken independently or in any combina-
tion. That is, all embodiments and/or features of any em-
bodiment can be combined in any way and/or combina-
tion, unless such features are incompatible. The appli-
cant reserves the right to change any originally filed claim
or file any new claim accordingly, including the right to
amend any originally filed claim to depend from and/or
incorporate any feature of any other claim although not
originally claimed in that manner.
[0020] For the avoidance of doubt, it is to be under-
stood that features described with respect to one aspect
of the invention may be included within any other aspect
of the invention, alone or in appropriate combination with
one or more other features.
[0021] For a better understanding of the invention, em-
bodiments will now be described with reference to the
attached drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a view of a strip of flap devices ready to
be applied to packages;

Figure 2 is a cross-section of part of one such flap
device as applied to a package;

Figure 3 is a cross-section of part of one such flap
device in the open condition;

Figure 4 is a 3D schematic view of a flap device ap-
plied to a package, the device being shown
with the flap portion in the open (deployed)
condition, allowing access to contents of the
package;

Figure 5 is an alternative embodiment in which the de-
vice incorporates a loop for hanging a pack-
age;

Figure 6 shows the flap device applied to a package,
in the deployed configuration;

Figure 7 is a series of schematic sections illustrating
the construction of the embodiment;

Figure 8 is an exploded view in plan of the layers of
the embodiment, and

Figure 9 is a flow chart of a typical manufacturing
method.

[0022] Figure 1 shows a composite picture of three
different versions of flap devices or "label flaps" in ac-
cordance with the invention, before their application to
the packaging for which they are destined. That is, they
are still mounted on a release or backing layer 2. All have
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the same basic features. The individual label flaps or flap
devices 10 are arranged in rows on a release layer 1.
Each has a generally rectangular shape, out of which,
by a cut 15, is cut a flap portion 14, leaving a surrounding
frame 12, which is in fact composed of two pieces each
of a "mutton chop" shape.
[0023] The cut extends only over three sides of the
rectangle, leaving a hinge 18, forming the rear end of the
flap in the longitudinal direction, i.e. the direction in which
the flap is opened and closed. At the side or front end
opposite the hinge is a protruding nose acting as a tab
20 when the device is in use.
[0024] The label flap is in two main layers, though other
layers, such as adhesives, may be present also. The low-
er layer is present over all the area of the label flap as
shown, while the upper layer of the flap portion, in ac-
cordance with the invention, is not present behind or be-
yond the hinge - in the upper region of the drawing as
presented, forming a single-layer rear region 25, which
is to remain attached to the package.
[0025] It may be noted that hinge line 18 of each flap
is in the direction of feed of the roll on which the laminate
materials are handled. As is known, a laminate material
when released from the roll has a tendency to curl in the
circumferential direction of the roll. In some known types
of flap this can lead to the flap tending to reclose rather
than stay open; the design shown does not suffer from
this defect. It may further be noted that in this embodiment
the flap is wider than long, further reducing any tendency
to curl in the longitudinal direction.
[0026] This relationship is evident from the very sche-
matic Figure 2 where a flap device is removed from the
release film and applied to a package. Figure 2 shows a
section along the dogleg line 2-2 in Figure 1. Here the
lower 30 and upper 40 layers are visible. The upper layer
40 is generally thicker, in this embodiment 175pm thick,
and made of PET. This material has excellent rigidity
properties: that is, it retains its flat shape after repeated
uses. It adheres to the 50pm-thick lower layer 30 of PP
over most of its extent, including either side of the cut 15,
which passes through both layers at 45 and 35 respec-
tively. Only in the region beyond the hinge is the label
flap formed by the lower layer 30 only. This means that
the cut-out flap portion 14, consisting of both upper and
lower layers, is free to pivot about the weaker single-layer
hinge region 18. Moreover, it is found that the flap, once
opened, will lie back against the packaging and after use
is easy to close again.
[0027] Also shown in Figure 2, though in dashed lines
only, is the foil 100 of the package to which the label flap
is applied. To this end the lower layer 30 has a layer of
adhesive on its underside, not shown. As can be seen,
the flap 14 covers the hole 102 from which moist wipes,
or other contents, are to be extracted, while the hinge 18
is a short distance to the side of the hole. In fact, the hole
will usually be made by the user on first use of the pack-
age, the outline of the hole being defined by a weak per-
foration which is then torn open by the attachment of the

foil to the flap portion, as shown.
[0028] Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of a flap de-
vice 10 with the flap 14 in the open condition, leaving the
frame 12 in place. The drawing is likewise very schematic
and does not represent actual thicknesses. Figure 4 is
a corresponding 3D view showing the flap applied to the
foil 100 of a package containing moist wipes. The con-
tents of the package are accessed through the hole or
aperture 102 formed in the foil 100 that forms a wall of
the package.
[0029] Returning to Figure 1, further advantageous
features may be noted. First, at two points along the cut
15 defining the flap, the cut is interrupted to form small
ties 16. These keep the frame and flap portion together
after the flap assembly is removed from the release layer
and before it is applied to the package. They can, how-
ever, be easily broken by the user on first use of the flap,
and they also act as a tamper-check mechanism.
[0030] Secondly, the cut 15, which passes through
both layers to form the flap portion 14, is also present in
the lower layer for a short distance past the point where
the upper layer stops. It can be seen that on each side
of the flap, or near each end of the hinge 18, a tightly
curved cut 17 continues, curving round with a radius of
a few mm, starting from the transversely directed line at
the rear end of the cut that forms the flap. The cut goes
first toward the rear edge (upper in the diagram), then
outwardly towards the side edge, then slightly back to-
wards the tab (front) edge. It is known as a "peel break"
and its function is to stop a tear in the lower layer if the
user opens the flap 14 too enthusiastically: in these cir-
cumstances the tear is directed round and does not con-
tinue to the rear edge of the lower layer (which would lift
the flap off entirely). The peel break construction also
has the advantage that a short strip of the lower-layer-
only area lifts up and contributes to the flexibility of the
hinge.
[0031] In use, the user takes hold of the tab 20, which
has no adhesive or where the effect of the adhesive is
nullified, and pulls it up. This pulling force overcomes the
tacky adhesive between the lower layer 30 and the pack-
age, though not at the area defined by perforations in the
package, where instead the flap lifts the area to form the
hole 102. The ties 16 between flap and frame are also
broken.
[0032] The opening action continues until the flap has
lifted along the entire cut line shown as a thick line in
Figure 1. The curve towards the rear, away from the hinge
line, enables the hinge region 18 of the flap to lift from
the substrate and form a tube of the material of the lower
layer, having a relatively large radius, i.e. several times
(at least twice) the thickness of the layer. This tube is
visible from the side in Figure 3. Theoretically the cut
could be a score that tears on first use. This large radius
allows the flap to lie back with only a very small restoring
force, much less than the weight of the flap.
[0033] The continuing cuts 17 could in theory just go
straight back towards the rear edge, but it is better if they
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curve round as described above, to mitigate the risk of
tearing though the entire flap device. The longitudinal
extent of the curve might be, say, a third to a half of the
longitudinal extent of the flap device behind the flap prop-
er.
[0034] To make the laminate flap device, the lower lay-
er has an adhesive-blocking layer applied over the
hinge/rear area 25; such a blocking layer may also be
applied to the underside of the tab area 20 of the upper
layer. Adhesive is then spread over the lower layer and
the upper layer is stuck to the lower. A first cut, through
the top layer only, is made along the hinge line (and the
ends of the frame 12) and the resulting separated rear
part of the top layer (uppermost in Figure 1) is removed.
The flap/frame shape is then cut through both layers,
along with the peel breaks. When ready, the flap device
is removed from the backing and applied to a package.
[0035] The variations shown in Figure 1 will be ex-
plained as follows. The top row shows flap portions
rounded at the base (i.e. near the hinge 18), the frame
continuing for a short distance to surround the flap por-
tion, but not as far as the edge of the lower layer - in fact
about the same distance as, or slightly more than, the
rearward extent of the curved cut 17. The middle row
shows a version where the base of the flap is square,
with the peel breaks starting some way in along this base;
the cut in the lower layer therefore extends some way in
along the hinge line towards the centre. In this embodi-
ment, unlike the first, the frame does not continue towards
the rear edge of the lower layer beyond the line of the
hinge 18. In the third row the curved cut 15 continues in
the lower layer past the square end 18 of the upper layer,
so that one could say the hinge is distributed over a cer-
tain longitudinal extent of the single-layer portion 25.
[0036] Figure 5 shows a variant in which the rear re-
gion 25’ of the flap device extends further back in the
longitudinal direction, forming a rear section 50, and a
second flap-type area 14’ formed by retaining a portion
of the upper layer 40. The flap is defined by a similar cut
15’ through both layers, with the tear-stop curves 17’ and
hinge region 18’ back-to-back, as it were, with that of the
package flap 14, and has an adhesive-free tab 20’. It is
somewhat more squat in shape than the flap proper 14,
and in addition the flap part 14’ has a transverse slot 52.
This slot, known as a "Euroslot", is used for hanging the
package when the closure device has been applied to a
package. The upper layer used for the hanging portion
will probably be a portion of the same layer as is used
for the flap, but it could be formed separately. The slot
could of course have a different shape, or just be a simple
hole or even a hook.
[0037] Figure 6 shows a perspective view of the label
flap applied to a package, and with the flap 14 and the
hanger flap 14’ both deployed. This is how the package
would appear in use. In a shop the flap 14 would be shut
but the package would be suspended by the hanger flap
14’.
[0038] In accordance with further aspects of the inven-

tion, the integral hanger flap does not have to have the
same layer construction as here shown, but could have
the layers inverted, or a weakness formed for the hinge
line or lines in a different way, such as by partial cutting
or scoring.
[0039] Figure 7 shows some schematic sections illus-
trating the upper and lower layers 40, 30 as before, but
also the adhesive layers 80. One adhesive layer 80 sticks
together the upper and lower layers of the label flap, and
the other sticks the label flap to the package 100. They
can be the same or different adhesives. Diagrams (a)
and (b) show the manufacturing step where the section
25’ of upper layer 30 is removed, following the cutting
step forming the outline of the flap 14 and enabled by the
presence of a silicone release layer 110. This leaves the
single-layer area 25 of the label flap, including the hinge
regions for the flap 14 and hanger flap 14’. (The package
100 is also shown, though it would not actually be present
during the manufacturing process). The adhesive-kill lay-
ers 82 underneath the tabs 20 and 20’ are also visible.
Diagrams (c) and (d) show the label flap in use unde-
ployed and deployed.
[0040] Figure 8 shows a plan view, separated into the
component layers, of the embodiment of Figure 5. This
shows how the silicone release layer 110 corresponds
to the shape of the cut and removed portions 25’ of the
upper layer.
[0041] Finally, Figure 9 shows a typical sequence of
steps in the manufacturing process. First, the roll of back-
ing layer and lower layer (with its layer of adhesive) is
fed and the two layers are separated. The adhesive kill
layer 82 is applied to the lower layer (Step S1). Then the
lower layer is reunited with the backing and the laminate
turned over (S2). The silicone release coating 110 is then
printed on the base or lower layer 30, with any logos etc.
(S3, S4). Then the stiff top layer 40 is laminated onto the
lower layer at step S5. The hinge/rear area 25 is cut out
and removed, and any final print applied (S6, S7). Finally
the flap outline is cut, including the tear stops 17 and the
tab 20. The individual flap devices can then be applied
to packages as required.
[0042] It will be appreciated that, while the embodi-
ments described are envisaged for moist wipes, they
could be applied to any packaging where a sealing flap
is required.
[0043] Throughout the description and claims of this
specification, the words "comprise" and "contain" and
variations of the words, for example "comprising" and
"comprises", means "including but not limited to", and is
not intended to (and does not) exclude other moieties,
additives, components, integers or steps.
[0044] Throughout the description and claims of this
specification, the singular encompasses the plural unless
the context otherwise requires. In particular, where the
indefinite article is used, the specification is to be under-
stood as contemplating plurality as well as singularity,
unless the context requires otherwise.
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Claims

Claims for the following Contracting State(s): AL, AT,
BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, GR, HR,
HU, IE, IS, IT, LI, LT, LU, LV, MC, MK, MT, NL, NO, PL,
PT, RO, RS, SE, SI, SK, SM, TR

1. A resealable flap device in the form of a sheet for
applying to or incorporating in packaging (100), com-
prising:

- a lower layer (30) of material, having an adhe-
sive layer (80) on its lower side; and
- an upper layer (40) of material, bonded to the
lower layer;

wherein the sheet is cut (15) through both layers to
outline a flap portion (14), the cut leaving an edge
intact in a hinge region (18) at the rear of the flap,
behind which is a rear region (25) of the flap device;
characterised in that
the lower layer is of flexible material while the upper
layer is of stiff material, and the upper layer of the
flap portion is not present in the rear region (25) be-
yond the line of the hinge region (18).

2. A resealable flap device according to claim 1, in
which the cut (15) also forms a frame (12) around
the flap portion (14), at least on its two sides.

3. A resealable flap device according to claim 2, in
which the frame (12) extends a distance rearwardly
beyond the hinge line (18), but not as far as the edge
of the lower layer (30).

4. A resealable flap device according to claim 2 or 3,
further including two tie portions (16) interrupting the
cut (15) and connecting the flap portion (14) to the
frame (12).

5. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the cut (15) continues in the lower
layer (30) rearwardly beyond the hinge line (18).

6. A resealable flap device according to claim 5, in
which the continuing cut curves round (17) towards
the lateral sides of the flap device so as to inhibit
unwanted tearing of the lower layer when the flap is
opened.

7. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the lower layer (30) is continuous
from front to back over the hinge line (18).

8. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the flap portion (14) has at its front
end, opposite the hinge region (18), a tab (20) to

facilitate grasping and opening the flap portion.

9. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the lower layer (30) is made of PET
and is 40-60 mm thick, and the upper layer (40) is
made of PPE and is 150-200 mm thick; and/or in
which the upper layer is at least twice as stiff as the
lower layer.

10. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the lower layer (30) continues rear-
wardly and incorporates a second flap portion (14’)
defined by a further portion of the upper layer (40),
the second flap portion (14’) having a slot by which
a product may be suspended when the flap device
is fixed to the product.

11. A package including a container with a hole (102)
for extracting or inserting products, the hole being
covered by a resealable flap device according to any
preceding claim.

12. A method of making a resealable flap device in the
form of a sheet for applying to or incorporating in
packaging (100), comprising the following steps:

providing a lower layer (30) of material, having
an adhesive layer (80) on its lower side;
bonding an upper layer (40) of material to the
lower layer;
cutting through both layers to outline a flap por-
tion (14), the cut (15) leaving an edge intact in
a hinge region (18) at the rear of the flap, behind
which is the rear region (25) of the flap device.
characterised by the step of removing a portion
(25’) of the upper layer (40) in a region behind
where the hinge region (18) is to be formed,
wherein the lower layer is of flexible material
while the upper layer is of stiff material.

13. A method according to claim 12, in which the cut (15)
continues in the lower layer (30) rearwardly beyond
the hinge line (18).

Claims for the following Contracting State(s): GB

1. A resealable flap device in the form of a sheet for
applying to or incorporating in packaging (100), com-
prising:

- a lower layer (30) of material, having an adhe-
sive layer (80) on its lower side; and
- an upper layer (40) of material, bonded to the
lower layer;

wherein the sheet is cut (15) through both layers to
outline a flap portion (14), the cut leaving an edge
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intact in a hinge region (18) at the rear of the flap,
behind which is a rear region (25) of the flap device;
characterised in that
the lower layer is of flexible material while the upper
layer is of stiff material, and the upper layer of the
flap portion is not present in the rear region (25) be-
yond the line of the hinge region (18).

2. A resealable flap device according to claim 1, in
which the cut (15) also forms a frame (12) around
the flap portion (14), at least on its two sides.

3. A resealable flap device according to claim 2, in
which the frame (12) extends a distance rearwardly
beyond the hinge line (18), but not as far as the edge
of the lower layer (30).

4. A resealable flap device according to claim 2 or 3,
further including two tie portions (16) interrupting the
cut (15) and connecting the flap portion (14) to the
frame (12).

5. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the cut (15) continues in the lower
layer (30) rearwardly beyond the hinge line (18).

6. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the lower layer (30) is continuous
from front to back over the hinge line (18).

7. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the flap portion (14) has at its front
end, opposite the hinge region (18), a tab (20) to
facilitate grasping and opening the flap portion.

8. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the lower layer (30) is made of PET
and is 40-60 mm thick, and the upper layer (40) is
made of PPE and is 150-200 mm thick; and/or in
which the upper layer is at least twice as stiff as the
lower layer.

9. A resealable flap device according to any preceding
claim, in which the lower layer (30) continues rear-
wardly and incorporates a second flap portion (14’)
defined by a further portion of the upper layer (40),
the second flap portion (14’) having a slot by which
a product may be suspended when the flap device
is fixed to the product.

10. A package including a container with a hole (102)
for extracting or inserting products, the hole being
covered by a resealable flap device according to any
preceding claim.

11. A method of making a resealable flap device in the
form of a sheet for applying to or incorporating in
packaging (100), comprising the following steps:

providing a lower layer (30) of material, having
an adhesive layer (80) on its lower side;
bonding an upper layer (40) of material to the
lower layer;
cutting through both layers to outline a flap por-
tion (14), the cut (15) leaving an edge intact in
a hinge region (18) at the rear of the flap, behind
which is the rear region (25) of the flap device.
characterised by the step of removing a portion
(25’) of the upper layer (40) in a region behind
where the hinge region (18) is to be formed,
wherein the lower layer is of flexible material and
the upper layer is of stiff material.

12. A method according to claim 11, in which the cut (15)
continues in the lower layer (30) rearwardly beyond
the hinge line (18).

Patentansprüche

Patentansprüche für folgende(n) Vertragsstaat(en):
AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, FR,
GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LI, LT, LU, LV, MC, MK, MT, NL,
NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SE, SI, SK, SM, TR

1. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung in Form
einer Folie zur Verwendung an oder Einarbeitung in
Verpackung 100), umfassend:

- Eine untere Schicht (30) aus Material, das eine
Klebschicht (80) auf seiner unteren Seite auf-
weist; und
- eine obere Schicht (40) aus Material, das an
die untere Schicht geklebt ist;

wobei die Folie durch beide Schichten geschnitten
(15) wird, um einen Klappenabschnitt (14) zu umrei-
ßen, wobei der Schnitt eine Kante in einem Schar-
nierbereich 18) hinter der Klappe intakt lässt, hinter
dem sich ein rückwärtiger Bereich (25) der Klappen-
vorrichtung befindet; dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass
die untere Schicht aus flexiblem Material besteht,
während die obere Schicht aus steifem Material be-
steht, und die obere Schicht des Klappenabschnitts
im hinteren Bereich (25) über die Linie des Schar-
nierbereichs (18) hinaus nicht vorhanden ist.

2. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 1, in welcher der Schnitt (15) außerdem einen
Rahmen (12) um den Klappenabschnitt (14), zumin-
dest an seinen zwei Seiten, formt.

3. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 2, in welcher sich der Rahmen (12) eine Dis-
tanz rückwärtig über die Scharnierlinie (18) hinaus,
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aber nicht so weit wie die Kante der unteren Schicht
(30) erstreckt.

4. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 2 oder 3, die ferner zwei Bindeabschnitte (16)
einschließen, welche den Schnitt (15) unterbrechen
und den Klappenabschnitt (14) mit dem Rahmen
(12) verbinden.

5. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher der
Schnitt (15) in der unteren Schicht (30) über die
Scharnierlinie (18) hinaus fortführt.

6. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 5, in welcher der fortführende Schnitt eine
Kurve beschreibt (17) in Richtung der lateralen Sei-
ten der Klappenvorrichtung, um unerwünschtes Ein-
reißen der unteren Schicht zu hindern, wenn die
Klappe geöffnet wird.

7. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher die un-
tere Schicht (30) von vorn nach hinten über die
Scharnierlinie (18) fortführt.

8. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher der
Klappenabschnitt (14) an seinem vorderen Ende,
gegenüber dem Scharnierbereich (18), eine Lasche
(20) aufweist, um das Erfassen und Öffnen des Klap-
penabschnitts zu erleichtern.

9. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher die un-
tere Schicht (30) aus PET hergestellt ist und 40-60
mm dick ist, und die obere Schicht (40) aus PPE her-
gestellt ist und 150-200 mm dick ist; und/oder, in wel-
cher die obere Schicht zumindest zweimal so steif
wie die untere Schicht ist.

10. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher die un-
tere Schicht (30) rückwärtig fortführt und einen zwei-
ten Klappenabschnitt (14’) inkorporiert, der durch ei-
nen weiteren Abschnitt der oberen Schicht (40) de-
finiert ist, wobei der zweite Klappenabschnitt (14’)
einen Schlitz aufweist mit dem ein Produkt aufge-
hängt werden kann, wenn die Klappenvorrichtung
am Produkt angebracht ist.

11. Packung, die ein Behältnis mit einem Loch (102) zum
Herausziehen oder Einfügen von Produkten ein-
schließt, wobei das Loch von einer wiederver-
schließbaren Klappenvorrichtung nach einem vor-
hergehenden Anspruch abgedeckt wird.

12. Verfahren zur Herstellung einer

wiederverschließbaren Klappenvorrichtung in Form
einer Folie zur Verwendung an oder Einarbeitung in
Verpackung (100), die folgenden Schritte umfas-
send:

Bereitstellen einer unteren Schicht (30) aus Ma-
terial, das eine Klebschicht (80) auf seiner un-
teren Seite aufweist;
Kleben einer oberen Schicht (40) aus Material
an die untere Schicht;
Schneiden durch beide Schichten, um einen
Klappenabschnitt (14) zu umreißen, wobei der
Schnitt eine Kante in einem Scharnierbereich
18) hinter der Klappe intakt lässt, hinter dem sich
ein rückwärtiger Bereich (25) der Klappenvor-
richtung befindet;
gekennzeichnet durch den Schritt des Entfer-
nens eines Abschnitts (25’) der oberen Schicht
(40) in einem Bereich dahinter wo der Schar-
nierbereich (18) zu formen ist,
wobei die untere Schicht aus flexiblem Material
ist und die obere Schicht aus steifem Material ist.

13. Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, in welchem der Schnitt
(15) in der unteren Schicht (30) rückwärtig über die
Scharnierlinie (18) hinaus fortführt.

Patentansprüche für folgende(n) Vertragsstaat(en):
GB

1. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung in Form
einer Folie zur Verwendung an oder Einarbeitung in
Verpackung 100), umfassend:

- Eine untere Schicht (30) aus Material, das eine
Klebschicht (80) auf seiner unteren Seite auf-
weist; und
- eine obere Schicht (40) aus Material, das an
die untere Schicht geklebt ist;

wobei die Folie durch beide Schichten geschnitten
(15) wird, um einen Klappenabschnitt (14) zu umrei-
ßen, wobei der Schnitt eine Kante in einem Schar-
nierbereich 18) hinter der Klappe intakt lässt, hinter
dem sich ein rückwärtiger Bereich (25) der Klappen-
vorrichtung befindet; dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass
die untere Schicht aus flexiblem Material besteht,
während die obere Schicht aus steifem Material be-
steht, und die obere Schicht des Klappenabschnitts
im hinteren Bereich (25) über die Linie des Schar-
nierbereichs (18) hinaus nicht vorhanden ist.

2. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 1, in welcher der Schnitt (15) außerdem einen
Rahmen (12) um den Klappenabschnitt (14), zumin-
dest an seinen zwei Seiten, formt.
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3. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 2, in welcher sich der Rahmen (12) eine Dis-
tanz rückwärtig über die Scharnierlinie (18) hinaus,
aber nicht so weit wie die Kante der unteren Schicht
(30) erstreckt.

4. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach An-
spruch 2 oder 3, die ferner zwei Bindeabschnitte (16)
einschließen, welche den Schnitt (15) unterbrechen
und den Klappenabschnitt (14) mit dem Rahmen
(12) verbinden.

5. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher der
Schnitt (15) in der unteren Schicht (30) über die
Scharnierlinie (18) hinaus fortführt.

6. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher die un-
tere Schicht (30) von vorn nach hinten über die
Scharnierlinie (18) fortführt.

7. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher der
Klappenabschnitt (14) an seinem vorderen Ende,
gegenüber dem Scharnierbereich (18), eine Lasche
(20) aufweist, um das Erfassen und Öffnen des Klap-
penabschnitts zu erleichtern.

8. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher die un-
tere Schicht (30) aus PET hergestellt ist und 40-60
mm dick ist, und die obere Schicht (40) aus PPE her-
gestellt ist und 150-200 mm dick ist; und/oder, in wel-
cher die obere Schicht zumindest zweimal so steif
wie die untere Schicht ist.

9. Wiederverschließbare Klappenvorrichtung nach ei-
nem vorhergehenden Anspruch, in welcher die un-
tere Schicht (30) rückwärtig fortführt und einen zwei-
ten Klappenabschnitt (14’) inkorporiert, der durch ei-
nen weiteren Abschnitt der oberen Schicht (40) de-
finiert ist, wobei der zweite Klappenabschnitt (14’)
einen Schlitz aufweist mit dem ein Produkt aufge-
hängt werden kann, wenn die Klappenvorrichtung
am Produkt angebracht ist.

10. Packung, die ein Behältnis mit einem Loch (102) zum
Herausziehen oder Einfügen von Produkten ein-
schließt, wobei das Loch von einer wiederver-
schließbaren Klappenvorrichtung nach einem vor-
hergehenden Anspruch abgedeckt wird.

11. Verfahren zur Herstellung einer
wiederverschließbaren Klappenvorrichtung in Form
einer Folie zur Verwendung an oder Einarbeitung in
Verpackung (100), die folgenden Schritte umfas-
send:

Bereitstellen einer unteren Schicht (30) aus Ma-
terial, das eine Klebschicht (80) auf seiner un-
teren Seite aufweist;
Kleben einer oberen Schicht (40) aus Material
an die untere Schicht;
Schneiden durch beide Schichten, um einen
Klappenabschnitt (14) zu umreißen, wobei der
Schnitt eine Kante in einem Scharnierbereich
18) hinter der Klappe intakt lässt, hinter dem sich
ein rückwärtiger Bereich (25) der Klappenvor-
richtung befindet;
gekennzeichnet durch den Schritt des Entfer-
nens eines Abschnitts (25’) der oberen Schicht
(40) in einem Bereich dahinter wo der Schar-
nierbereich (18) zu formen ist,
wobei die untere Schicht aus flexiblem Material
ist und die obere Schicht aus steifem Material ist.

12. Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, in welchem der Schnitt
(15) in der unteren Schicht (30) rückwärtig über die
Scharnierlinie (18) hinaus fortführt.

Revendications

Revendications pour l’(les) Etat(s) contractant(s)
suivant(s): AL, AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE,
ES, FI, FR, GR, HR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LI, LT, LU, LV, MC,
MK, MT, NL, NO, PL, PT, RO, RS, SE, SI, SK, SM, TR

1. Un dispositif de rabat refermable sous forme de ban-
de pouvant être appliquée sur un emballage (100)
ou incorporée à ce dernier, comprenant :

- une couche de matériau inférieure (30), dont
la surface inférieure comprend une couche ad-
hésive (80) ; et
- une couche de matériau supérieure (40) ad-
hérant à la couche inférieure ;

dans lequel les deux couches de la bande sont tran-
chées (15) de façon à délimiter une partie constituant
un rabat (14), la découpe préservant un rebord dans
une zone charnière (18) à l’arrière du rabat, derrière
laquelle se trouve une zone arrière (25) du dispositif
de rabat ; caractérisé en ce que
la couche inférieure est constituée d’un matériau
flexible, tandis que la couche supérieure est consti-
tuée d’un matériau rigide, et la couche supérieure
de la partie constituant un rabat n’est pas présente
dans la zone arrière (25) se trouvant au-delà de la
ligne de la zone charnière (18).

2. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel la découpe (15) forme aussi un
cadre (12) autour de la partie constituant un rabat
(14), au moins des deux côtés de cette dernière.
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3. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon la revendi-
cation 2, dans lequel le cadre (12) s’étend vers l’ar-
rière sur une certaine distance au-delà de la ligne
de la charnière (18), sans pour autant atteindre le
bord de la couche inférieure (30).

4. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon la revendi-
cation 2 ou 3, comprenant par ailleurs deux parties
de liaison (16) interrompant la découpe (15) et liant
la partie constituant un rabat (14) au cadre (12).

5. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la découpe
(15) se poursuit vers l’arrière dans la couche infé-
rieure (30) au-delà de la ligne de la charnière (18).

6. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon la revendi-
cation 5, dans lequel la poursuite de la découpe for-
me une courbe arrondie (17) vers les côtés latéraux
du dispositif de rabat de façon à prévenir un déchi-
rement involontaire de la couche inférieure lors de
l’ouverture du rabat.

7. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la couche in-
férieure (30) est continue de l’avant à l’arrière en
passant par-dessus de la ligne de la charnière (18).

8. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la partie
constituant un rabat (14) comprend au niveau de son
extrémité avant, se trouvant à l’opposé de la zone
charnière (18), une languette (20) facilitant la pré-
hension et l’ouverture de la partie constituant un ra-
bat.

9. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la couche in-
férieure (30) est composée de PET d’une épaisseur
de 40 à 60 mm, et la couche supérieure (40) est com-
posée de PPE d’une épaisseur de 150 à 200 mm ;
et/ou dans lequel la couche supérieure est au moins
deux fois plus rigide que la couche inférieure.

10. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la couche in-
férieure (30) se poursuit vers l’arrière et incorpore
une seconde partie de rabat (14’) définie par une
partie supplémentaire de la couche supérieure (40),
la seconde partie de rabat (14’) disposant d’une fente
par laquelle un produit peut être suspendu lorsque
le dispositif de rabat est fixé au produit.

11. Un emballage comprenant un récipient muni d’un
orifice (102) pour l’extraction ou l’insertion de pro-
duits, l’orifice étant recouvert d’un dispositif de rabat
refermable selon l’une des revendications précéden-
tes.

12. Une méthode de production d’un dispositif de rabat
refermable sous forme de bande pouvant être appli-
quée sur un emballage (100) ou incorporée à ce der-
nier, comprenant les étapes suivantes :

la fourniture d’une couche de matériau inférieu-
re (30), dont la surface inférieure comprend une
couche adhésive (80) ;
l’adhérence d’une couche de matériau supé-
rieure (40) à la couche inférieure ;
le tranchage des deux couches de la bande de
façon à délimiter une partie constituant un ra-
bat(14), la découpe (15) préservant un rebord
dans une zone charnière (18) à l’arrière du rabat,
derrière laquelle se trouve la zone arrière (25)
du dispositif de rabat.
caractérisée par l’étape de retrait d’une partie
(25’) de la couche supérieure (40) dans une zo-
ne se trouvant derrière l’emplacement auquel la
zone charnière (18) doit être formée,
dans laquelle la couche inférieure est constituée
d’un matériau flexible et la couche supérieure
est constituée d’un matériau rigide.

13. Une méthode selon la revendication 12, dans laquel-
le la découpe (15) se poursuit vers l’arrière dans la
couche inférieure (30) au-delà de la ligne de la char-
nière (18).

Revendications pour l’(les) Etat(s) contractant(s)
suivant(s): GB

1. Un dispositif de rabat refermable sous forme de ban-
de pouvant être appliquée sur un emballage (100)
ou incorporée à ce dernier, comprenant :

- une couche de matériau inférieure (30), dont
la surface inférieure comprend une couche ad-
hésive (80) ; et
- une couche de matériau supérieure (40) ad-
hérant à la couche inférieure ;

dans lequel les deux couches de la bande sont tran-
chées (15) de façon à délimiter une partie constituant
un rabat (14), la découpe préservant un rebord dans
une zone charnière (18) à l’arrière du rabat, derrière
laquelle se trouve une zone arrière (25) du dispositif
de rabat ; caractérisé en ce que
la couche inférieure est constituée d’un matériau
flexible, tandis que la couche supérieure est consti-
tuée d’un matériau rigide, et la couche supérieure
de la partie constituant un rabat n’est pas présente
dans la zone arrière (25) se trouvant au-delà de la
ligne de la zone charnière (18).

2. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon la revendi-
cation 1, dans lequel la découpe (15) forme aussi un
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cadre (12) autour de la partie constituant un rabat
(14), au moins des deux côtés de cette dernière.

3. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon la revendi-
cation 2, dans lequel le cadre (12) s’étend vers l’ar-
rière sur une certaine distance au-delà de la ligne
de la charnière (18), sans pour autant atteindre le
bord de la couche inférieure (30).

4. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon la revendi-
cation 2 ou 3, comprenant par ailleurs deux parties
de liaison (16) interrompant la découpe (15) et liant
la partie constituant un rabat (14) au cadre (12).

5. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la découpe
(15) se poursuit vers l’arrière dans la couche infé-
rieure (30) au-delà de la ligne de la charnière (18).

6. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la couche in-
férieure (30) est continue de l’avant à l’arrière en
passant par-dessus de la ligne de la charnière (18).

7. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la partie
constituant un rabat (14) comprend au niveau de son
extrémité avant, se trouvant à l’opposé de la zone
charnière (18), une languette (20) facilitant la pré-
hension et l’ouverture de la partie constituant un ra-
bat.

8. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la couche in-
férieure (30) est composée de PET d’une épaisseur
de 40 à 60 mm, et la couche supérieure (40) est com-
posée de PPE d’une épaisseur de 150 à 200 mm ;
et/ou dans lequel la couche supérieure est au moins
deux fois plus rigide que la couche inférieure.

9. Un dispositif de rabat refermable selon l’une des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la couche in-
férieure (30) se poursuit vers l’arrière et incorpore
une seconde partie de rabat (14’) définie par une
partie supplémentaire de la couche supérieure (40),
la seconde partie de rabat (14’) disposant d’une fente
par laquelle un produit peut être suspendu lorsque
le dispositif de rabat est fixé au produit.

10. Un emballage comprenant un récipient muni d’un
orifice (102) pour l’extraction ou l’insertion de pro-
duits, l’orifice étant recouvert d’un dispositif de rabat
refermable selon l’une des revendications précéden-
tes.

11. Une méthode de production d’un dispositif de rabat
refermable sous forme de bande pouvant être appli-
quée sur un emballage (100) ou incorporée à ce der-

nier, comprenant les étapes suivantes :

la fourniture d’une couche de matériau inférieu-
re (30), dont la surface inférieure comprend une
couche adhésive (80) ;
l’adhérence d’une couche de matériau supé-
rieure (40) à la couche inférieure ;
le tranchage des deux couches de la bande de
façon à délimiter une partie constituant un ra-
bat(14), la découpe (15) préservant un rebord
dans une zone charnière (18) à l’arrière du rabat,
derrière laquelle se trouve la zone arrière (25)
du dispositif de rabat.
caractérisée par l’étape de retrait d’une partie
(25’) de la couche supérieure (40) dans une zo-
ne se trouvant derrière l’emplacement auquel la
zone charnière (18) doit être formée,
dans laquelle la couche inférieure est constituée
d’un matériau flexible et la couche supérieure
est constituée d’un matériau rigide.

12. Une méthode selon la revendication 12, dans laquel-
le la découpe (15) se poursuit vers l’arrière dans la
couche inférieure (30) au-delà de la ligne de la char-
nière (18).
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