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(54) CONTAINER FOR FOOD STUFFS

(57) The container is comprised of a thermoformed
body (1) with an inverted pyramidal-tapered configura-
tion and rounded edges, with the body of the container
comprising an upper outer skirt (3) and lower exterior
protrusions (2) on the base thereof, as well as a folding
handle (4) that emerges from the skirt of the mouth,
shaped as a single-piece, with a folding line (5) on the
ends thereof that comprises the folding means for said
handle when it is operational/inactive. The container is
complemented by a lid (6-6’) with the same configuration

as the outline of the mouth of the container, with said lid
comprising skirt (8) that can be coupled to the skirt (3) of
said container, and with said skirts (8) defining respective
arched bridges (10) between them. In an alternative em-
bodiment, the lid (6’) is coupled to the inner surface of
the mouth of the container (1’) by means of a rib (14) that
can be fitted into a slot (17) of said mouth, so that the lid
does not protrude from the sides of the container, mini-
mising the space occupied by the containers when they
are stored.
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Description

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention refers to a container for
foodstuffs, and, more specifically, to a small container
designed for an edible product, such as cherry tomatoes
or any other fruit, vegetable or perishable product that
requires a container with ventilation so that it does not
deteriorate quickly, or for any other non-perishable prod-
uct.
[0002] The object of the invention is to provide the mar-
ket and the public in general with a container for com-
mercialising and selling foodstuffs kept in perfect condi-
tion, and wherein the container comprises a lid and a
folding handle for carrying it.
[0003] Additional, it is also the object of the invention
that when the lid is coupled on the container, it forms a
single item without protruding from the perimeter of the
mouth of the container.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0004] Although there are containers for small, perish-
able products, these containers have the drawback that
in some cases the design of the lid thereof prevents them
from having handles, or, alternatively, the way said han-
dle is designed results in structural complications for the
container, which by consequence has negative reper-
cussions on costs, adding complementary components
such as handles that increase production costs.
[0005] All these known containers are formed by plas-
tic injection moulding, which entails a higher manufac-
turing cost since it requires a higher amount of raw ma-
terial to create the container.
[0006] This type of containers also have problems
keeping the products contained therein fresh, due to their
poor ventilation.
[0007] At the same time, and in relation to the lids of
this type of containers, the lids are coupled on the outer
perimeter of the mouth of the container, which results in
the lid always protruding from said mouth, such that
space is clearly wasted when storing full containers, pre-
cisely due to the lid protruding from the container, in ad-
dition to having to skilfully handle the lid when opening
and removing it from the container, with the ensuing prob-
lems and issues this means for the user.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The container for foodstuffs described com-
pletely solves the drawback mentioned above thanks to
its simple but extremely effective structure.
[0009] In order to do so, the container that is the inven-
tion is manufactured by means of thermoforming and
comprises a handle that is articulated on the ends thereof
by means of respective hinges or folding lines in order
to be folded or unfolded depending on how the container

is going to be used or stored, thus behaving as a single-
piece item together with the body of the container itself.
[0010] The mouth of the container comprises a skirt
for coupling and securing the corresponding lid, with the
lid comprising a depression over most of its surface, that
is, it defines an essentially flat base below the perimeter
edge of the lid, wherein four equidistant ribs are located,
and the bottom of the container comprises ridges com-
plementary to the concentric protrusions of the lid in order
to create a type of tongue and groove connection when
stacking them up, making said stacks extremely stable,
and defining between bottoms and lids of the stacked
containers a horizontal space that lets the air flow be-
tween them.
[0011] The lid is coupled to the mouth of the container
by means of four fins corresponding to their corners, be-
tween which grooves in the shape of bridges are defined
facilitating the coupling of the lid. Similarly, these bridges
protect the start of the handle of the container, allowing
it to be operated.
[0012] In addition, both the lid and the bottom or base
of the container comprise orifices in order to let the air
flow into the product stored in stacked containers. These
orifices coincide in order to let air flow along the vertical
line when containers are stacked up.
[0013] The design of the handle and the configuration
of the lid allow the handle to go from a resting position
to the operational position without interfering with the
closed lid, as well as allowing the lid to be opened com-
fortably and easily.
[0014] Finally, the container has a slight pyramidal-ta-
pered configuration, with clearly rounded edges, and an
almost circular outline that is optimal for keeping perish-
able products such as tomatoes and others.
[0015] It should also be highlighted that the lid is sym-
metrical in relation to the two diametric axes, allowing it
to be coupled on the container in any position.
[0016] According to an embodiment, the lid comprises
an outer skirt that is finished off with a narrow perimeter
wing, which is practically a lattice, so that said skirt is in
turn provided with a perimeter rib designed to fit into a
slot designed for said purpose on the inner outline of the
mouth of the container itself, thus managing to close or
couple the lid on the container so that the rib of the skirt
of the lid is fitted in the slot of the mouth of the container,
coupling and holding both elements together, with the
particularity that the outer perimeter wing of the skirt of
the lid ends up resting on the flat upper edge of the hard
mouth of the container, coupling them together without
the lid protruding from the outline of the container and
keeping it flush against it.
[0017] Another characteristic of this lid is that the lateral
surface thereof comprises one, two or four fittings with
grooved surfaces designed to help the fingertips of the
user to grip and pull the lid when removing it from the
container itself.
[0018] In this way, when the lid is coupled on the con-
tainer closing it completely, it forms a single-piece or unit
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wherein the lid is flush against the upper edge of the
mouth of the container, it does not protrude from it, and
it makes the assembly of the container and the lid coupled
on it appear like a single piece.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] To complete the invention described below and
in order to give a better understanding of the character-
istics of the invention, according to a preferred embodi-
ment thereof, this description is accompanied by a set of
drawings in which the figures described below have been
represented, for purely illustrative purposes and should
not be construed as limiting:

Figures 1 a and 1 b show respective perspective
views of a container for perishable foodstuffs de-
signed according to the object of the present inven-
tion without the corresponding lid, and with the han-
dle both in the operational and resting positions.
Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the inner side
of the lid of the container of figure 1.
Figure 3 shows the same container as figure 1 but
with the lid mounted and coupled on the container.
Figure 4 shows an upper plan view of the container
represented in the previous figure.
Figure 5 shows a detailed crosswise section of the
container of the area where the lid is coupled to the
main body of the container.
Figure 6 shows an upper plan view of an embodiment
of the lid of the container.
Figure 7 shows a cross-sectional view according to
the section A-A of the lid represented in the previous
figure.
Figure 8 shows a representation based on a general
upper perspective of the lid shown in the previous
figures.
Figure 9 shows a detail of the coupling between the
lid of the invention and the mouth of the container,
closing the container completely, the mouth of said
container including additional characteristics to the
ones shown in figures 1 to 5 in order to match this
alternative embodiment of the lid.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION.

[0020] As shown in the drawings above, the container
for perishable foodstuffs that is the object of the invention
is comprised of a body (1) created by means of thermo-
forming, with an inverted pyramidal-tapered configura-
tion, and very rounded edges.
[0021] Said body (1) has protrusions (2) on the base
thereof and an outer skirt (3) on the mouth thereof, also
including a handle (4), the ends of which have folding
lines (5) that define hinges for folding said handle (4) in
relation to the skirt (3) they emerge from, made as a sin-
gle-piece, allowing said handle (4) to be in an inactive or
resting position as shown in figure 4, or in an operational

position as shown on figures 1 and 3. Said handle does
not represent a hindrance when it is in the inactive posi-
tion.
[0022] The handle (4) comprises a lower longitudinal
reinforcement rib (11).
[0023] The body (1) is complemented by a closing lid
(6) comprising a depression over most of the surface of
said lid (6), with four concentric protrusions (7) on said
depression placed at equidistant angles, which are com-
plementary to the protrusions (2) at the bottom of the
container so that when two containers are stacked up
said protrusions (2) on the base are coupled to the pro-
trusions (7) of the lid, providing stability to the assembly.
[0024] It has also been considered that the lid (6) also
comprises skirts (8) that have the same width as the pro-
trusions (7), the skirts (8) of which emerge from the lower
edge of said lid (6), defining between them a series of
arched bridges (10), skirts (8) defining means for attach-
ing to the inner edge of the skirt (3) corresponding to the
body (1) of the container, so that the lid (6) is perfectly
mounted and coupled on said container, and allowing
the handle (4) to be folded and unfolded without interfer-
ing with the lid thanks to the bridges between the skirt
(8). The lid and the body are closed together partially
along the perimeter, that is, not around the entire perim-
eter of the skirt (3) of the body (1).
[0025] Finally, both the bottom or base of the body (1)
and the lid (6) comprise orifices (9) located in identical
positions so that they face each other when the contain-
ers are stacked up, allowing for optimal ventilation of the
product stored in the container.
[0026] This configuration of the bottom of the container
defines a type of crosspiece that determines a setback
plane in relation to the legs or ribs for stacking up the
containers, creating a space between the stacks in order
to allow the air to flow into the container not only from
under the container or the lid but also horizontally be-
tween the space defined between the lid and the bottom
of the stacked containers.
[0027] According to an embodiment of the lid (6’)
shown in figures 6 to 9, said lid comprises an outer skirt
(12) finished off with a flat exterior wing (13), with the
particularity that the skirt (12) comprises a rib (14), nat-
urally on the perimeter.
[0028] Additionally, the lid (6’) described comprises
one or more fittings (15) with grooves (16) on the lateral
surfaces thereof, designed for the reasons detailed be-
low.
[0029] The lid (6’) thus designed is intended to be cou-
pled on the mouth of the container (1’) so that when said
coupling takes place, the perimeter rib (14) of the lid is
attached to a slot (17) designed for such purpose on the
inner surface of the mouth of the container (1’), as shown
in figure 9, with the particularity that the wing (13) of the
lid rests on the upper edge (18) of the container (1’),
therefore, the lid is flush against the mouth of the con-
tainer without protruding from it and forming a single-
piece or assembly in which the wing (13) stops and rests
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against the upper edge (18) of the container (1’) and the
skirt (12) of the lid (6’) housed inside the mouth of the
container, all of which has been designed so that, in order
to remove the lid (6’) from the container (1’) when they
are coupled together, it is only necessary to use the fin-
gers to pull the lid (6’) by resting them on the fittings (15),
and where the grooves (16) are designed so that the
fingers do not slip, allowing them to pull and remove the
lid (6’) from the container (1’) by means of elastic defor-
mation of said lid.
[0030] Finally, the container (1’) is designed for storing
and keeping preferably perishable foodstuffs and prod-
ucts, and since they need adequate ventilation, the lid
(6’) comprises orifices (9) in order to help said ventilation.

Claims

1. Container for foodstuffs, characterised in that it is
comprised of a thermoformed body (1) with an in-
verted pyramidal-tapered configuration and rounded
edges, with the particularity that the body of the con-
tainer comprises an upper outer skirt (3) and lower
exterior protrusions (2) on the base thereof, as well
as a folding handle (4) that emerges from the skirt
of the mouth, shaped as a single-piece, with a folding
line (5) on the ends thereof that defines the folding
means for said handle when it is operational/inactive,
with said container being complemented by a lid
(6-6’) with the same configuration as the outline of
the mouth of the container, with said lid comprising
skirts (8) that can be coupled to the skirt (3) of said
container, and with said skirts (8) defining respective
arched bridges (10) between them, also comprising
protrusions (7) complementary to the protrusions on
the bottom of the container in order to define stable
means for stacking up containers, with the lid (6-6’)
and the bottom of the container also comprising ven-
tilation orifices (9) that face each other when the con-
tainers are stacked up.

2. Container for foodstuffs, according to claim 1, char-
acterised in that the handle (4) comprises a lower
longitudinal reinforcement rib.

3. Container for foodstuffs, according to claim 1, char-
acterised in that the means for stacking containers
defined between the lid and the bottom of said con-
tainers have specific dimensions so that when the
containers are stacked up, a horizontal space or
chamber is defined between the bottom of the con-
tainer placed above and the lid of the container
placed below allowing for the air to flow freely.

4. Container for foodstuffs, according to claim 1, char-
acterised in that it is preferably applicable to con-
tainers for perishable foodstuffs, such as vegetables,
fruits and other products, characterised in that the

lid (6’) has an outer skirt (12) finished off with a pe-
rimeter wing (13), with said skirt comprising a rib (14)
under the perimeter wing (13), and said rib can be
fitted into a slot (17) designed for said purpose on
the inner surface of the mouth of the container (1’),
with said perimeter wing of the lid resting flush
against the upper edge of the mouth of the container.

5. Container for foodstuffs, according to claim 4, char-
acterised in that the lid (6’) comprises one or more
fittings (15) with grooves (16) on the lateral surfaces
thereof, which are designed to help the fingertips of
the user to grip, pull and remove the lid from the
container.
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