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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a massage ma-
chine.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] In the related art, there is a known massage

machine including a kneading ball arm that is provided
with a treatment member in an end portion, and a drive
arm that performs a kneading operation or a patting op-
eration (for example, refer to Fig. 2 in Patent Document
1). In the massage machine, a sub arm is interposed
between the kneading ball arm and the drive arm, and a
vertical torsion spring is provided in an interlock portion
of the sub arm and the drive arm. The vertical torsion
spring is torsionally rotatable around a shaft center in the
vertical direction. Therefore, flexible pressurizing feeling
can be obtained.

[0003] In addition, there is a known massage machine
in which an air cell is provided in a support base portion
supporting lower thighs and a roller that is movable in
the longitudinal direction of the lower thighs is provided
ata position facing the support base portion (for example,
refer to Fig. 2 in Patent Document 2). In the massage
machine, rubbing and kneading can be performed with
respect to the lower thighs by moving the roller in a state
where the lower thighs are sandwiched by the air cell and
the roller.

RELATED ART DOCUMENTS
PATENT DOCUMENTS
[0004]

Patent Document 1: JP-A-2003-250853
Patent Document 2: JP-A-2004-202207

[0005] EP1145700A1 disclosesamassage unitcom-
prising a treatment member, an arm that supports the
treatment member, a drive shaft that supports the arm
and causes the treatment member to approach and be
separated with respect to a treatment target site, a motor
that drives the drive shaft to rotate, and a control unit that
controls driving of the motor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
PROBLEM THAT THE INVENTION IS TO SOLVE

[0006] In a massage machine of Patent Document 1,
a vertical torsion spring does not bias a treatment mem-
ber in a direction of approaching a treatment target site.
Therefore, for example, there is a possibility that a favo-
rable kneading massage cannot be performed with re-
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spect to a user having small physical constitution. The
present invention has been made in order to solve the
problems described above, and an object is to provide a
massage unit which can perform a favorable kneading
massage regardless of physical constitution, and a mas-
sage machine having the massage unit.

[0007] In addition, a massage machine of Patent Doc-
ument 2 has a structure in which a roller is simply moved
in the longitudinal direction of lower thighs. Therefore,
there is a problem in that a massage is monotonous. In
addition, due to the structure in which the roller is moved
in a state where an air cell is caused to expand at all
times. Therefore, there is a problem in that a massage
is monotonous. The present invention has been made in
order to solve the problems described above, and anoth-
er object is to provide a massage machine which per-
forms a hand simulated massage as if a masseur exe-
cutes the massage.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM

[0008] The massage unit according to the present in-
vention comprises the features of claim 1.

[0009] According to the invention, there is provided a
massage unit comprising a treatment member, an arm
that supports the treatment member, a drive shaft that
supports the arm and causes the treatment member to
approach and be separated with respect to a treatment
target site, a motor that drives the drive shaft to rotate, a
controlunitthat controls driving of the motor, and a sensor
that is able to detect a plurality of levels regarding a ro-
tational speed of the motor. An aimed rotational speed
(i.e. target rotational speed) of the motor corresponding
to each level is stored. When the sensor detects that the
rotational speed of the motor falls from one level to a
differentlevel due to achange ofaload fromthe treatment
target site, the control unit newly sets an aimed rotational
speed corresponding to the different level and performs
controlling so as to cause the rotational speed of the mo-
tor to fall.

[0010] According to the configuration, the change of a
load applied from the treatment target site to the treat-
ment member can be detected in accordance with a
change of the rotational speed of the motor. The speed
of a kneading massage is changed in accordance with
the load applied from the treatment target site to the treat-
mentmember. Therefore, afavorable kneading massage
can be performed regardless of the difference of physical
constitution.

[0011] Inaddition, itis preferable that when the sensor
detects that the rotational speed of the motor falls from
one level to a different level due to a change of a load
from the treatment target site, the control unit inverts a
rotating direction of the motor or performs controlling so
as to stop driving of the motor.

[0012] According tothe configuration, a kneading mas-
sage can be weakened or a kneading massage can be
stopped in accordance with the load applied from the
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treatmenttarget site to the treatment member. Therefore,
a favorable kneading massage can be performed.
[0013] In addition, it is preferable that the motor is a
brushless motor or a servo motor.

[0014] According to the configuration, the rotational
speed of the motor can be minutely controlled.

[0015] In addition, in a massage machine having the
massage unit, it is preferable to include an air cell that
expands so as to cause the treatment member and the
treatment target site to approach each other, and an air
supply/discharge device that supplies and discharges air
with respect to the air cell. It is preferable that when the
sensor detects that the rotational speed of the motor falls
or rises to a predetermined level, the control unit causes
the air supply/discharge device to discharge or supply air.
[0016] According to the configuration, the state of the
air cell is changed in accordance with the load applied
from the treatment target site to the treatment member.
Therefore, a favorable kneading massage can be per-
formed regardless of the difference of physical constitu-
tion.

[0017] In addition, it is preferable that the treatment
member is able to massage lower limbs of a user.
[0018] According to the configuration, the lower limbs
can be massaged.

[0019] A massage machine according to another as-
pect of the present invention includes a treatment mem-
ber, an arm that supports the treatment member, a drive
shaft that supports the arm and causes the treatment
member to approach and be separated with respect to a
treatment target site, a motor that drives the drive shaft
to rotate, an air cell that expands so as to cause the treat-
ment member and the treatment target site to approach
each other, an air supply/discharge device that supplies
and discharges air with respect to the air cell, a control
unit that controls driving of the motor and the air sup-
ply/discharge device, and a sensor that directly or indi-
rectly detects a load applied from the treatment target
site to the treatment member. When the sensor detects
that the load increases or decreases to a predetermined
value, the control unit causes the air supply/discharge
device to discharge or supply air.

[0020] Even if the degree of proximity of the treatment
member with respect to the treatment target site is the
same, when muscles become stiff, the load applied from
the treatment target site to the treatment member in-
creases, and when muscles are relaxed, the load applied
from the treatment target site to the treatment member
decreases. Therefore, according to the configuration de-
scribed above, a massage can be performed with the
strength in accordance with the state change of muscles
changing during the massage or the stiffness of muscles
varying depending on a user.

[0021] Inaddition, even ifthe movement amount of the
treatment member toward the treatment target site side
is the same, when the physical constitution of a user is
significant, the load applied from the treatment target site
to the treatment member increases, and when the phys-
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ical constitution of a user is small, the load applied from
the treatment target site to the treatment member de-
creases. Therefore, according to the configuration de-
scribed above, a massage can be performed with the
same strength for any user regardless of physical con-
stitution.

[0022] In addition, the treatment member does not ex-
cessively act on the treatment target site.

[0023] Inaddition, itis preferable that the sensoris able
to detect the load by detecting a rotational speed of the
motor. It is preferable that when the sensor detects that
the rotational speed of the motor falls or rises to a pre-
determined speed, the control unit causes the air sup-
ply/discharge device to discharge or supply air.

[0024] According to the configuration, the change of a
load applied from the treatment target site to the treat-
ment member can be indirectly detected in accordance
with a change of the rotational speed of the motor.
[0025] Inaddition, itis preferable that the sensoris able
to detect pressure applied from the treatment target site
to the treatment member. It is preferable that when the
sensor detects that the pressure increases or decreases
to a predetermined value, the control unit causes the air
supply/discharge device to discharge or supply air.
[0026] According to the configuration, the change of a
load applied from the treatment target site to the treat-
ment member can be directly detected in accordance
with a change of the pressure.

[0027] Inaddition,itis preferable that the air cell is able
to expand toward the treatment member.

[0028] According to the configuration, different mas-
sage actions conducted by the treatment member which
is operated in response to driving of the motor, and the
air cell which expands and contracts can be applied to
the treatment target site in a facing direction.

[0029] In addition, it is preferable to further include a
facing surface that faces the treatment member. Itis pref-
erable that the air cell is provided on the facing surface.
It is preferable that the treatment member is able to ap-
proach and be separated with respect to the facing sur-
face. It is preferable that the treatment target site is able
to be sandwiched by the treatment member and the air
cell.

[0030] According to the configuration, different mas-
sage actions conducted by the treatment member which
is operated in response to driving of the motor, and the
air cell which expands and contracts can be applied to
the treatment target site in the facing direction.

[0031] In addition, it is preferable that the air cell is
provided in the rear beyond the treatment member and
expands and contracts so as to cause the treatment
member to be able to advance and retreat with respect
to the treatment target site.

[0032] According to the configuration, the strength of
a massage performed by the treatment member can be
changed.

[0033] In addition, it is preferable to further include an
inclined shaft thatis inclined with respectto a shaft center
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of the drive shaft. Itis preferable that the armis supported
by the drive shaft via the inclined shaft and extends to-
ward the treatment target site side.

[0034] According to the configuration, the treatment
member can be caused to approach and be separated
with respect to the treatment target site while being op-
erated three-dimensionally.

[0035] In addition, itis preferable that there are provid-
ed the treatment members and the arms forming a pair.
Itis preferable that the treatment members forming a pair
approach each other and are separated from each other
in response to rotation of the drive shaft.

[0036] Accordingtothe configuration, akneadingmas-
sage can be performed with the pair of the treatment
members.

[0037] In addition, it is preferable that the treatment
member, the arm, the drive shaft, the motor, and the air
cell configure a massage unit. It is preferable that the
massage unit is movable along a user in the height di-
rection.

[0038] Accordingtothe configuration, awiderange can
be massaged.

[0039] In addition, it is preferable that the treatment
member is able to massage lower limbs of a user. Ac-
cording to the configuration, the lower limbs can be mas-
saged.

ADVANTAGE OF THE INVENTION

[0040] According to the present invention, a favorable
kneading massage can be performed regardless of phys-
ical constitution. In addition, a hand simulated massage
can be performed as if a masseur executes the massage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0041]

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a massage machine
in an up-right posture according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

Fig. 2 is a right side view of the massage machine
in an up-right posture.

Fig. 3 is a right side view of the massage machine
in a reclined posture.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a chair main body.
Fig. 5is arear view of the chair main body illustrated
in Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the chair main body.
Fig. 7 is a bottom view of the chair main body illus-
trated in Fig. 6.

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a first frame on the
right side.

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a guide rail on the right
side.

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a massage unit.
Fig. 11 is a front view of the massage unit.

Fig. 12 is a plan view of the massage unit.
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Fig. 13 is a perspective view of a frame.

Fig. 14 is a perspective view of the frame in which
components are partially omitted.

Fig. 15 is a bottom view of a treatment member and
an arm.

Fig. 16 is a front view of a drive shaft and an inclined
shaft.

Fig. 17 is a block diagram of the massage machine.
Fig. 18 is a view when a motor is viewed in an axial
direction of an output shaft.

Fig. 19 is a view describing controlling of the motor
and an air supply/discharge device in accordance
with a detection result of a sensor.

Fig. 20 is a view describing controlling of the motor
and the air supply/discharge device in accordance
with a detection result of a sensor.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION
Overall Configuration of Massage Machine

[0042] Hereinafter, the overall configuration of a mas-
sage machine 1 ofthe presentinvention will be described.
[0043] Asthe conceptof directions used in the descrip-
tion below, when viewed from a user who takes a seat
in the massage machine 1, the head side in the height
direction is defined as "up", the toe side in the height
direction is defined as "down", a direction toward the front
side of the body (for example, side of face, chest, abdo-
men, and shin) is defined as "front", a direction toward
the back side of the body (for example, side of occipital
region, back, waist, and calf) is defined as "rear", the left
hand is defined as "left", and the right hand side is defined
as "right". Other cases will be suitably described.
[0044] Fig. 1is a perspective view of the massage ma-
chine 1 in an up-right posture according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention. Fig. 2 is a right side view
of the massage machine 1 in an up-right posture. Fig. 3
is arightside view of the massage machine 1 in areclined
posture. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a chair main body
2. Fig. 5is arear view of the chair main body 2 illustrated
in Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the chair main
body 2. Fig. 7 is a bottom view of the chair main body 2
illustrated in Fig. 6. Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a first
frame 10 on the right side. Fig. 9 is a perspective view
of a guide rail 26 on the right side. In Figs. 6 and 7, a
body placement portion 21 and a back cover 40 are omit-
ted and are not illustrated.

[0045] As illustrated in Figs. 1 to 3, the massage ma-
chine 1 ofthe presentinvention mainly has the chair main
body 2 including a seat portion 3 in which the user takes
a seat, a backrest portion 4 which is provided in the rear
of the seat portion 3 and on which the user leans, and a
footrest 5 which is provided in the front of the seat portion
3 and supports the lower limbs of the user; a leg frame
6 supporting the chair main body 2 from the floor surface
at a predetermined height; a control unit 7 controlling
various types of operations of the chair main body 2; and
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a controller C (refer to Fig. 17) performing various types
of operations of the massage machine 1. The chair main
body 2 functions as a body support portion supporting
the body of the user. In the present embodiment, the seat
portion 3, the backrest portion 4, and the footrest 5 are
integrally configured. However, the seat portion 3 and
the backrest portion 4 may be separately provided as
independent bodies, and the seat portion 3 and the foot-
rest 5 may be separately provided as independent bod-
ies. The chair main body 2 is provided with the massage
unit 8 which performs a kneading massage and/or a pat-
ting massage. The massage unit 8 is movable along the
height direction, and it is preferable to be movable from
the backrest portion 4 to the footrest 5 via the seat portion
3. On both the right and left sides of the seat portion 3,
armrest portions (not illustrated) on which the arms of
the user are placed may be respectively provided.
[0046] The chair main body 2 is interlocked with the
leg frame 6 via pivot shafts A1 having the rightward/left-
ward direction as the axial direction. In addition, between
the chair main body 2 and the leg frame 6, there is pro-
vided an actuator 9 causing the chair main body 2 to be
reclined in the forward/rearward direction. The actuator
9 is configured with a direct drive-type actuator perform-
ing a stretching/contracting operation. When the actuator
9 performs a stretching/contracting operation, the chair
main body 2 can stop at an arbitrary position between
the up-right posture illustrated in Fig. 2 and the reclined
posture illustrated in Fig. 3. The control unit 7 controls
driving of the actuator 9.

Configuration of Chair Main Body

[0047] Asillustratedin Figs. 4 to 8, the chair main body
2 (body support portion) mainly has the first frames 10
which form a pair on the right and the left and are made
of plate-like metal having plate surfaces in the right-
ward/leftward direction, second frames 20 which are re-
spectively and fixedly attached to the first frames 10 and
are made of resins having predetermined thicknesses in
the rightward/leftward direction, third frames 30 which
cause the first frames 10 on the right and the left to be
interlocked with each other, the back cover 40 which cov-
ers the massage unit 8 from the back side, and a front
cover (not illustrated) which covers the massage unit 8
from the front side and is made of flexible texture or the
like. In the present embodiment, the back cover 40 is
configured through injection molding using a resin. How-
ever, the back cover 40 may be configured through vac-
uum molding using a resin or may be configured to be
made of plate-like metal similar to the first frame 10.

Configuration of First Frame

[0048] As illustrated in Fig. 8, the first frame 10 is sep-
arated into an upper first frame 10a which is provided at
a position corresponding to the backrest portion 4, and
a lower first frame 10b which is provided at a position
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corresponding to the seat portion 3 and the footrest 5.
The upper first frame 10a is shaped so as to be slightly
uplifted forward at a position corresponding to the waist
in a side view. The lower first frame 10b is shaped so as
to be bent downward at a position corresponding to the
knees in a side view. In other words, the front side of the
first frame 10 is shaped along the back side of the body
of the user who takes a seat in the chair main body 2.
[0049] Thefirstframes 10include side portions 11 hav-
ing plate surfaces in the rightward/leftward direction, and
extension portions 12 respectively extending in the right-
ward/leftward direction from both end portions of the side
portions 11 in the front/back direction. In the side portion
11, ribs 13 of substantially triangular projection portions
and recess portions in a side view are formed, and the
ribs 13 contribute to ensuring the strength of the first
frame 10. The extension portion 12 has a first extension
portion 12a extending transversely outward from the front
side, and a second extension portion 12b extending
transversely inward from the back side. The extension
portion 12 contributes to ensuring the strength of the first
frame 10 in the rightward/leftward direction. In other
words, the first frame 10 can be prevented from being
deformed in the rightward/leftward direction. The exten-
sion portion 12 and the ribs 13 can be collectively formed
by pressing one metal plate. Therefore, the extension
portion 12 is formed across the overall length of the side
portion 11 in the height direction.

[0050] As described above, since the first frame 10 is
configured to be made of plate-like metal having the plate
surface in the rightward/leftward direction, the first frame
10 can be easily bent through pressing, and the ribs 13
can also be easily formed. Therefore, the chair main body
2 can be manufactured at low cost. In addition, since
there is no need to separately provide an exterior con-
figuring member (for example, an exterior panel made of
aresin or the like) around the first frame 10, the number
of components can be reduced. In addition, it is possible
to ensure the strength in a direction (front/back direction)
orthogonal to the rightward/leftward direction in which
the weight of the user significantly acts.

[Configuration of Second Frame (Body Placement Por-
tion)]

[0051] As illustrated in Figs. 4 to 9, the second frame
20 has the body placement portion 21 in which the body
of the user is placed, and the guide rail 26 which guides
movement of the massage unit 8 along the height direc-
tion. Inthe presentembodiment, the body placement por-
tion 21 and the guide rail 26 are configured to be made
of resins. However, the body placement portion 21 and
the guide rail 26 are acceptable as long as at least any
one thereofis configured to be made of aresin. Examples
of the resin include various resin materials such as poly-
propylene (PP), acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene (ABS),
and chip urethane.

[0052] Thebody placementportion 21 hasfirst portions
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22 which extend in the height direction and form a pair
on the right and the left, and second portions 23a to 23c
which extend in the rightward/leftward direction. As illus-
trated in Figs. 5 and 6, the first portions 22 are respec-
tively and fixedly attached to the first extension portions
12a of the first frames 10 on the right and the left. Spe-
cifically, the first portion 22 is screwed from the back side
in a state of being placed on the front side of the first
extension portion 12a. As illustrated in Fig. 4, similar to
the first frame 10, the first portion 22 is separated into an
upper first portion 22a which is provided at the position
corresponding to the backrest portion 4, and a lower first
portion 22b which is provided at the position correspond-
ing to the seat portion 3 and the footrest 5. The upper
first portion 22a is shaped so as to be slightly uplifted
forward at the position corresponding to the waist in a
side view. The lower first portion 22b is shaped so as to
be bent downward at the position corresponding to the
knees in a side view. In other words, the front side of the
first portion 22 is shaped along the back side of the user
who takes a seat in the chair main body 2.

[0053] The inner sides of the first portions 22 on the
right and the left are respectively and fixedly attached to
the first extension portions 12a, and the first portion 22
has a transverse size longer than that of the first exten-
sion portion 12a. In other words, the body placement por-
tion 21 has a predetermined thickness in the right-
ward/leftward direction. Since the first extension portions
12a extend transversely outward from the front side of
the side portions 11, the first portions 22 forming a pair
on the right and the left can be separately disposed.
Therefore, even though the transverse size of the body
placement portion 21 is not increased, the body place-
ment portion 21 can stably support the body (particularly,
the side parts of the body). In addition, since the second
frame 20 is configured to be made of a resin having a
predetermined thickness in the rightward/leftward direc-
tion, itis possible to ensure the strength of the chair main
body 2 in the rightward/leftward direction. In other words,
the first frame 10 made of plate-like metal can be pre-
vented from being deformed in the rightward/leftward di-
rection.

[0054] Asillustratedin Figs. 4 to 6, the second portions
23ato 23c are fixedly attached to the first extension por-
tions 12a in the first frames 10 on the right and the left.
Specifically, the second portions 23a to 23c are screwed
from the back side in a state of being placed on the front
side of the first extension portion 12a. The second por-
tions 23a to 23c are provided on the head side and the
leg tip side. The second portions 23a and 23b on the
head side are the second portion 23a configuring the top
surface of the backrest portion 4, and the second portion
23b configuring the front surface of the backrest portion
4. The second portion 23a is integrally configured with
the first portions 22. The second portion 23b is a member
independent from the first portions 22, and the outer sur-
face thereof is provided so as to be in contact with the
inner surfaces of the first portions 22. The second portion
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23b can support the body (particularly, the head). The
second portion 23c on the leg tip side is integrally con-
figured with the first portions 22. The second portion 23c
can support the body (particularly, the lower limbs). In
addition, in the second portion 23c, recess portions 24
which have recessed cross sections orthogonal to the
height direction and form a pair on the right and the left
are formed so as to be able to dividedly support the right
and left lower limbs.

[0055] Since the second portions 23a and 23c extend-
ing in the rightward/leftward direction are integrally con-
figured with the first portions 22 and/or the second portion
23b extending in the rightward/leftward direction is pro-
vided so as to be in contact with the inner surfaces of the
first portions 22, the pair of first frames 10 separately
disposed in the rightward/leftward direction can be pre-
vented from tilting transversely inward or outward due to
the weight of the user. In other words, it is possible to
ensure the strength of the chair main body 2 in the right-
ward/leftward direction. In addition, in the body place-
ment portion 21, openings 25 which are open in the
front/back direction are formed due to the first portions
22 extending in the height direction and forming a pair
on the right and the left, and the second portions 23a to
23c on the head side and the leg tip side extending in
the rightward/leftward direction. With respect to the back
side of the body placed in the body placement portion
21, the massage unit 8 can perform a massage through
the openings 25.

Configuration of Second Frame (Guide Rail)

[0056] Asiillustrated in Figs. 6 and 9, the guide rails 26
extend along the height direction and are respectively
and fixedly attached to the side portions 11 of the first
frames 10 on the right and the left. Specifically, the guide
rails 26 are screwed from the outside to the right and the
left in a state of being in contact with the inner surfaces
of the side portions 11. The guide rail 26 is provided at
a position corresponding to each of the backrest portion
4, the seat portion 3, and the footrest 5. The guide rail
26 has curve portions 26a in the vicinity of the boundary
of the seat portion 3 and the backrest portion 4 and in
the vicinity of the boundary of the seat portion 3 and the
footrest 5. Therefore, the massage unit 8 is movable
along the guide rails 26 within a range from the backrest
portion 4 to the footrest 5 via the seat portion 3.

[0057] A cross section of the guide rail 26 orthogonal
to the height direction is formed so as to have a substan-
tially U-shape which is open transversely inward. Spe-
cifically, the guide rail 26 has a first wall portion 26b which
comes into contact with the side portion 11, a second
wall portion 26¢ which stands transversely inward from
one end portion of the first wall portion 26b, and a third
wall portion 26d which stands transversely inward from
the other end portion of the first wall portion 26b. In other
words, the guide rail 26 has a predetermined thickness
in the rightward/leftward direction. As illustrated in Figs.
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9 and 10, on the front side of the third wall portion 26d,
there is provided a rack 26f with which a pinion 86 of the
massage unit 8 engages. In addition, the back side of
the third wall portion 26d serves as a rolling contact sur-
face with which the guide roller 87 of the massage unit
8isinrolling-contact. In other words, the third wall portion
26d is sandwiched by the pinion 86 and the guide roller
87. When the pinion 86 rotates, the massage unit 8 is
movable along the height direction.

[0058] As described above, since the second frame 20
is configured to be made of a resin having a predeter-
mined thickness in the rightward/leftward direction, it is
possible to ensure the strength of the chair main body 2
in the rightward/leftward direction. In addition, since the
first frames 10 made of plate-like metal and the second
frames 20 made of resins are combined together and
configure the chair main body 2, it is possible to reduce
the weight compared to (frames of) chair main bodies in
the related art each of which is a combination of metal
pipe members. In addition, since the second frame 20 is
screwed to the first frame 10, welding work can be re-
duced.

Configuration of Third Frame

[0059] As illustrated in Figs. 6 and 7, the chair main
body 2 has the third frame 30 which is installed across
the first frame 10 on the left side and the first frame 10
on the right side. Similar to the first frame 10, the third
frame 30 is configured to be made of plate-like metal and
causes the first frames 10 on the right and the left to be
interlocked with each other. A plurality of the third frames
30 are provided along the height direction. Specifically,
two third frames 30 are provided at positions correspond-
ing to the backrest portion 4, one third frame 30 is pro-
vided at a position corresponding to the seat portion 3,
one third frame 30 is provided at a position corresponding
to the footrest 5, and one third frame 30 is provided in
the vicinity of the boundary of the seat portion 3 and the
backrest portion 4. A third frame 30a at a position corre-
sponding to the backrest portion 4, the seat portion 3,
and the footrest 5 is screwed from the back side so as
to be fixedly attached to the second extension portions
12b of the first frames 10. A third frame 30b at a position
corresponding to the boundary of the seat portion 3 and
the backrest portion 4 is screwed from the outside to the
right and the left and from the upper side so as to be
fixedly attached to the side portions 11 and the first ex-
tension portions 12a of the firstframes 10. The third frame
30b causes the upper first frame 10a and the lower first
frame 10b to be interlocked with each other. On the out-
sides of the third frames 30b on the right and the left,
there are provided the pivot shafts A1 which cause the
chair main body 2 and the leg frame 6 to be interlocked
with each other. In addition, at a transversely substantial
center on the back side of the third frame 30b, there is
provided a bracket 31 which causes the actuator 9 to be
interlocked.
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[0060] The third frames 30 installed across the first
frame 10 on the left side and the first frame 10 on the
right side can prevent the pair of firstframes 10 separately
disposed in the rightward/leftward direction from tilting
transversely inward or outward due to the weight of the
user. In other words, it is possible to ensure the strength
of the chair main body 2 in the rightward/leftward direc-
tion. The back cover 40 is fixedly attached to the first
frames 10 and the third frames 30. Specifically, the back
cover 40 is screwed to the second extension portions
12b of the first frames 10 from the back side and is
screwed to the third frames 30 from the back side. The
back cover 40 can cover the massage unit 8 from the
back side.

Configuration of Massage Unit

[0061] Hereinafter, the configuration of the massage
unit 8 will be described. The massage unit 8 of the present
embodiment has a structure suitable for massaging the
lower limbs of the user. Accordingly, description will be
given by exemplifying a case where the lower limbs are
taken as a treatment target site. Naturally, a different site
can also be taken as the treatment target site in place of
the lower limbs.

[0062] Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the massage
unit 8. Fig. 11 is a front view of the massage unit 8. Fig.
12 is a plan view of the massage unit 8. Fig. 13 is a
perspective view of a frame 82. Fig. 14 is a perspective
view of the frame 82 in which components are partially
omitted. Fig. 15 is a bottom view of a treatment member
83 and an arm 84. Fig. 16 is a front view of a drive shaft
92 and an inclined shaft 93. Fig. 17 is a block diagram
of the massage machine 1. Fig. 18 is a view when a motor
M2 is viewed in the axial direction of an output shaft M2a.
[0063] The massage unit 8 mainly has a base frame
81, the frame 82 supported by the base frame 81, the
treatment members 83, the arms 84 forming a pair on
the right and the left and supporting the treatment mem-
bers 83, and a drive mechanism 85 driving the arms 84.
In addition, the above-described control unit 7 controls
an operation of the massage unit 8.

[0064] As illustrated in Figs. 10 to 12, the base frame
81 has a bottom wall 81a, side walls 81b which are erect-
ed from both the right and left sides of the bottom wall
81atoward the front side, a lower wall 81c which is erect-
ed from a lower side of the bottom wall 81a toward the
front side, and an upper wall 81d which is erected from
an upper side of the bottom wall 81a toward the front
side, thereby configuring a box shape having the open
front side. The side wall 81b of the base frame 81 is pro-
vided with the pinions 86 which mesh with the rack 26f
of the guide rail 26, and the guide rollers 87 which travel
within the guide rail 26. There are provided a plurality of
the pinions 86 (two in the present embodiment) and a
plurality of the guide rollers 87 (two in the present em-
bodiment) at a predetermined distance therebetween in
the vertical direction. The pinion 86 on the lower side is
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interlocked with a motor (lifting/lowering motor) M1 and
is driven to rotate in response to driving of the motor M1.
[0065] As illustrated in Figs. 12 to 14, the frame 82 is
provided inside the box-shaped base frame 81. The
frame 82 includes a bottom wall 88 having a surface fac-
ing the bottom wall 81a of the base frame 81, and an
intermediate wall 89 having facing surfaces 89a respec-
tively facing the treatment members 83 on the right and
the left. A case 90 accommodating the drive mechanism
85 is provided on the front side of the bottom wall 88.
The drive mechanism 85 has a motor (massage motor)
M2, a speed reducer 91 constituted by a worm gear and
the like which reduce the drive force of the motor M2 and
transfer the reduced drive force, and the drive shaft 92
which has the rightward/leftward direction of being inter-
locked with the motor M2 via the speed reducer 91, as
the axial direction. In both the right and left ends of the
drive shaft 92, there are respectively provided the in-
clined shafts 93 which are inclined with respect to a shaft
center 92a of the drive shaft 92. As illustrated in Fig. 16,
the axial directions of the inclined shafts 93 on the right
and the left intersect each other so as to have a substan-
tially inverted V-shape when viewed from the front side.
The arm 84 (first arm 95, will be described later) is turn-
ably supported by the inclined shaft 93 via a bearing 94.
[0066] Asillustrated in Figs. 13 to 15, the arms 84 form
a pair on the right and the left, and each of the arm 84 is
configured to have the first arm 95 which is turnably sup-
ported by the inclined shaft 93, and a second arm 96
which is supported by the first arm 95 via a movable por-
tion 97. The arms 84 are configured to be made of a plate
material formed of a steel plate having a plate surface
substantially in the rightward/leftward direction and ex-
tend toward the front side. Since the arm 84 is supported
by the inclined shaft 93, the arm 84 turns three-dimen-
sionally when the drive shaft 92 rotates. In addition, there
is provided a restriction member 98 which restricts the
operation of the arms 84.

[0067] The restriction member 98 has a guide groove
98a provided in the bottom wall 88, and a slider 98b fitted
in the guide groove 98a provided in the first arm 95. The
guide groove 98a is provided on the front side of the
bottom wall 88, and the groove is formed so as to be
open on the front side and to be elongated in the right-
ward/leftward direction. The slider 98b is a guide pin
which extends from the first arm 95 toward the back side
and has a spherical member at the tip end. The restriction
member 98 restricts co-rotation of the arms 84 along the
drive shaft 92 and restricts the operation having the right-
ward/leftward direction as a main component. When the
drive shaft 92 rotates, in regard to a relationship with
respect to the lower limbs, the treatment members 83
approach and are separated with respect to the lower
limbs, and in regard to a relationship between the treat-
ment members 83 forming a pair on the right and the left,
the treatment members 83 approach each other and are
separated from each other.

[0068] The first arm 95 has a bent portion 95a posi-
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tioned at a middle portion in the front/back direction; and
a base portion 95b positioned on the back side and a tip
portion 95c positioned on the front side interposing the
bent portion 95a therebetween. The base portion 95b is
supported by the drive shaft 92 via the inclined shafts 93,
and the tip portion 95c is open transversely outward. The
tip portion 95c of the first arm 95 includes a bracket 95d
having a hole which is open in the vertical direction. The
second arm 96 is supported by the first arm 95 so as to
be able to turn in the rightward/leftward direction. The
second arm 96 has a bent portion 96a positioned at a
middle portion in the front/back direction; and a base por-
tion 96b positioned on the back side and a tip portion 96¢
positioned on the front side interposing the bent portion
96a therebetween. In the vicinity of the bent portion 96a,
there is provided a bracket 96d having a hole which is
open in the vertical direction. The first arm 95 and the
second arm 96 are interlocked with each other such that
the plate surface included in the tip portion 95c of the first
arm 95 and the plate surface included in the base portion
96b of the second arm 96 face each other. The treatment
members 83 are supported by the tip portion 96¢ of the
second arm 96 so as to be rotatable around a rotary shaft
A2intherightward/leftward direction. There are provided
a plurality of the treatment members 83 (two in the
present embodiment) in the vertical direction.

[0069] In a state where the brackets 95d and 96d of
the first arm 95 and the second arm 96 overlap each
other in the vertical direction, a turning shaft A3 having
the vertical direction as the axial direction is inserted
through the holes of the brackets 95d and 96d. That is,
the brackets 95d and 96d and the turning shaft A3 func-
tion as the movable portion 97 so as to allow the second
arm 96 to turn in the rightward/leftward direction. In this
manner, the second arm 96 is supported by the first arm
95 via the movable portion 97. Therefore, when the treat-
ment members 83 come into contact with the lower limbs
by a force equal to or greater than predetermined
strength, the second arms 96 and the treatment members
83 are operable in a direction of being separated from
the lower limbs, for example, from a position indicated
by the solid line in Fig. 15 to a position indicated by the
two-dot chain line. Therefore, a favorable kneading mas-
sage can be performed regardless of the difference of
physical constitution. In addition, the drive shaft 92 has
the rightward/leftward direction as the axial direction, the
turning shaft A3 has the vertical direction as the axial
direction, and the axial directions thereof intersect each
other. According to the configuration, directions of the
operation of the arm 84 performed in response to rotation
of the drive shaft 92 and an operation of the arm 84
around the turning shaft A3 can substantially coincide
with each other in the rightward/leftward direction.
[0070] As illustrated in Fig. 15, the arm 84 is provided
with biasing means 100 for biasing the treatment member
83 in a direction of approaching the lower limbs. In the
present embodiment, there are provided two types of the
biasing means 100. As first biasing means 100, there is
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provided an elastic member 101 which is interposed be-
tween the first arm 95 and the second arm 96 and is
made of rubber or the like. The elastic member 101 is on
the back side beyond the movable portion 97 and is pro-
vided between the tip portion 95c¢ of the first arm 95 and
the base portion 96b of the second arm 96. The base
portion 96b of the second arm 96 is pushed and moved
transversely outward due to a restoring force of the elastic
member 101, and the treatment member 83 is biased in
the direction of approaching the lower limbs.

[0071] As a second biasing means 100, there is pro-
vided an elastic member 102 constituted by a tension
spring or the like causing the first arm 95 and the second
arm 96 to be interlocked with each other. In the present
embodiment, on the back side beyond the movable por-
tion 97, the base portion 95b of the first arm 95 and the
base portion 96b of the second arm 96 are interlocked
with each other. However, the interlocking place is not
limited thereto. For example, the elastic member 102 may
cause the second arm 96 and the base frame 81 or the
frame 82 to be interlocked with each other. In addition,
there may be provided only one of the two types of the
elastic members 101 and 102 described above.

[0072] As illustrated in Figs. 10 to 13, on the front side
of the case 90, there is provided the intermediate wall 89
having the facing surfaces 89a respectively facing the
treatment members 83 on the right and the left. In other
words, the intermediate wall 89 is provided between the
treatment members 83 on the right and the left. The lower
limbs are positioned between the treatment members 83
and the intermediate wall 89 and a massage is per-
formed. The intermediate wall 89 is configured to have
a substantially triangle shape when viewed from above
such that the facing surfaces 89a on the right and the left
are positioned transversely outward from the front side
toward the back side. On the facing surface 89a, there
is provided an air cell 105 which expands and contracts
in response to air supply/discharge. It is preferable that
the air cell 105 has a configuration in which the back side
is fixed to the facing surface 89a and the front side ex-
pands toward the treatment member 83 so as to be de-
ployed as indicated by the two-dot chain line in Fig. 12.
According to the transversely inward operation of the
treatment member 83 and the transversely outward (to-
ward the treatment member 83 side) expansion of the air
cell 105, the lower limbs can be sandwiched. In addition,
in place of or in addition to the air cell 105, a cushioning
material (notillustrated) made of urethane or the like may
be provided on the facing surface 89a.

[0073] In addition, it is preferable that the treatment
member 83 is configured to be able to advance and re-
treat in the front/back direction. As illustrated in Fig. 13,
in the massage unit 8 of the present embodiment, the
frame 82 is movable in the front/back direction with re-
spect to the base frame 81. The massage unit 8 has an
advancing/retreating drive portion 106 which drives the
frame 82 to advance and retreat, and a link 107 which
guides movement of the frame 82. It is preferable that
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the advancing/retreating drive portion 106 is an air cell
which drives the frame 82 to advance and retreat by ex-
panding and contracting in response to air supply/dis-
charge. However, without being limited to the air cell, the
frame 82 may be driven by a motor. The air cell serving
as the advancing/retreating drive portion 106 is provided
between the bottom wall 81a of the base frame 81 and
the bottom wall 88 of the frame 82 and expands so as to
push and move the frame 82 toward the front side. In
other words, an air cell 106 is provided on the back side
beyond the treatment member 83.

[0074] When the air cell 106 contracts, the frame 82
retreats toward the back side due to a load from the body.
The base frame 81 and the frame 82 may be interlocked
with each other by using a tension spring or the like such
that the frame 82 is biased toward the back side at all
times. The disposition of the advancing/retreating drive
portion 106 is not limited to the disposition described
above. For example, the advancing/retreating drive por-
tion 106 may be provided in the arm 84. In this case, the
treatment member 83 can advance and retreat in the
front/back direction by causing the arm 84 to advance
and retreat, instead of the frame 82.

[0075] As illustrated in Fig. 17, as a drive system, the
massage unit 8 has the motor M1 which moves the mas-
sage unit 8 in the height direction, the motor M2 which
rotates the drive shaft 92 so as to cause the treatment
members 83 to approach and be separated with respect
to the lower limbs, and an air supply/discharge device 14
which supplies and discharges air with respect to the air
cell 105 provided in the intermediate wall 89 and/or the
air cell 106 serving as the advancing/retreating drive por-
tion. Each thereof is electrically connected to the control
unit 7 constituted by a programmable microcomputer or
the like and is controlled to be driven. When a brushless
motor or a servo motor is adopted as the motors M1 and
M2, the rotational speed of the motors M1 and M2 can
be minutely controlled.

[0076] In addition, there are provided sensors 15 and
16 which directly or indirectly detect a load applied from
the lower limbs to the treatment members 83. In the
present embodiment, there are provided two types of the
sensors 15 and 16. The first sensor 15 is provided in the
motor M2. The sensor 15 indirectly detects the load ap-
plied from the lower limbs to the treatment members 83
by detecting the rotational speed of the motor M2. A
change of a load applied from the lower limbs to the treat-
ment members 83 appears as a change of the rotational
speed of the motor M2. In other words, when the treat-
ment members 83 further move to the lower limbs side
in response to rotation of the drive shaft 92 from a state
where the treatment members 83 are in contact with the
lower limbs, the rotational speed of the motor M2 de-
creases. Meanwhile, when the treatment members 83
are separated in response to rotation of the drive shaft
92 from a state where the treatment members 83 are in
contact with the lower limbs, the rotational speed of the
motor M2 increases.
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[0077] As illustrated in Fig. 18, the sensor 15 has a
plurality of non-contact-type detection portions 15a (five
in the present embodiment) provided around the output
shaft M2a of the motor M2, and a target detection portion
15b constituted by a magnet or the like of which the pres-
ence or absence is detected by the detection portions
15a provided in the output shaft M2a of the motor M2.
The detection portion 15a can detect the rotation position
ofthe output shaft M2a having the targetdetection portion
15b. More specifically, the rotation position of the output
shaft M2a can be grasped at a plurality of places (five
places in the present embodiment). The sensor 15 de-
tects the rotational speed of the motor M2 based on the
change amount of the rotation position of the output shaft
M2a within a predetermined time.

[0078] As illustrated in Fig. 15, the second sensor 16
is provided in the arm 84. Specifically, the sensor 16 is
provided between the tip portion 95c¢ of the first arm 95
and the base portion 96b of the second arm 96. The sen-
sor 16 is configured by a pressure sensor, a pressure
sensitive sensor, or the like directly detecting the load
applied from the lower limbs to the treatment members
83. When the treatment members 83 further move to the
lower limbs side in response to rotation of the drive shaft
92 from a state where the treatment members 83 are in
contact with the lower limbs, the second arm 96 turns so
as to pivot around the turning shaft A3 due to a reaction
force from the lower limbs, and the base portion 96b ap-
proaches the tip portion 95c¢ of the first arm 95. Therefore,
the pressure detected by the sensor 16 becomes signif-
icant. Meanwhile, when the treatment members 83 are
separated in response to rotation of the drive shaft 92
from a state where the treatment members 83 are in con-
tact with the lower limbs, the second arm 96 turns so as
to pivot around the turning shaft A3 due to a biasing force
of the biasing means 100, and the base portion 96b is
separated from the tip portion 95c¢ of the first arm 95.
Therefore, the pressure detected by the sensor 16 be-
comes small.

[0079] Hereinafter, with reference to Fig. 19, descrip-
tion will be given regarding a case where the operation
of the massage unit 8 is controlled based on the sensor
15 detecting the rotational speed of the motor M2. Fig.
19 is a view describing controlling of the motor M2 and
the air supply/discharge device 14 in accordance with a
detection result of the sensor 15.

[0080] The sensor 15 can detect a plurality of levels
regarding the rotational speed of the motor M2. Specifi-
cally, levels in five stages are set as the detection rota-
tional speed of the motor M2 obtained through the sensor
15, and each level has a predetermined range. As the
level becomes higher, the higher detection rotational
speed of the motor M2 is set. A memory (not illustrated)
of the control unit 7 stores an aimed rotational speed of
the motor M2 corresponding to each level of the detection
rotational speed of the motor M2. The control unit 7 con-
trols driving of the motor M2 such that the rotational speed
of the motor M2 coincides with the aimed rotational
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speed. However, when the sensor 15 detects that the
rotational speed of the motor M2 falls from one level to
a different level due to the change of a load from the
treatment target site, the control unit 7 newly sets an
aimed rotational speed corresponding to the different lev-
el and performs controlling so as to cause the rotational
speed of the motor M2 to fall. The aimed rotational speed
is configured to be changed not only based on the de-
tection result of the sensor 15 but also to be changed
along a time series in accordance with a program set in
advance. Therefore, a favorably hand simulated mas-
sage can be performed.

[0081] Hereinafter, description will be specifically giv-
en with reference to an example. In a process of a mas-
sage in which the control unit 7 causes the motor M2 to
normally rotate while having the aimed rotational speed
of 28 rotations/second, according to the treatment mem-
bers 83 approaching the treatment target site, when the
load applied from the treatment target site to the treat-
ment members 83 increases and the detection rotational
speed of the motor M2 falls below 26 rotations/second
which is the lower limit value corresponding to the level
4,the aimedrotational speed is setto 23 rotations/second
corresponding to the level 3 and the motor M2 is driven.
When the detection rotational speed of the motor M2 fur-
ther falls and falls below 21 rotations/second which is the
lower limit value corresponding to the level 3, the aimed
rotational speed is set to 18 rotations/second corre-
sponding to the level 2 and the motor M2 is driven. When
the detection rotational speed of the motor M2 further
falls and falls below 16 rotations/second which is the low-
er limit value corresponding to the level 2, the rotating
direction of the motor M2 is inverted and the treatment
members 83 are separated from the treatment target site.
In this case, the aimed rotational speed is raised to 28
rotations/second corresponding to the level 1. As de-
scribed above, by driving the motor M2, the treatment
members 83 are slowly pressed from a state where the
treatment members 83 are in contact with the treatment
target site. Thereafter, the treatment members 83 can be
quickly separated from the treatment target site. Accord-
ingly, a hand simulated and modulated massage can be
realized. When the detection rotational speed of the mo-
tor M2 falls below a predetermined value (for example,
16 rotations/second which is the lower limit value corre-
sponding to the level 2), in place of inverting the rotating
direction of the motor M2, driving may be temporarily
stopped. According to such an operation, the treatment
members 83 are slowly pressed from a state where the
treatment members 83 are in contact with the treatment
target site. Thereafter, the state can be maintained for a
certain period of time. Accordingly, a pleasantly different
hand simulated massage can be realized.

[0082] Inaddition, when the sensor 15 detects that the
load applied from the treatment target site to the treat-
ment members 83 increases or decreases to a predeter-
mined value, the control unit 7 causes the air supply/dis-
charge device 14 to discharge or supply air, thereby con-
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trolling the operations of the air cells 105 and 106. Here-
inafter, description will be specifically given with refer-
ence to an example. In a process of a massage in which
the control unit 7 causes the motor M2 to normally rotate
while having the aimed rotational speed of 23 rota-
tions/second, according to the treatment members 83
approaching the treatment target site, when the load ap-
plied from the treatment target site to the treatment mem-
bers 83 increases and the detection rotational speed of
the motor M2 falls below 21 rotations/second which is
the lower limit value corresponding to the level 3, the air
supply/discharge device is controlled such that air inside
the air cells 105 and 106 is discharged.

[0083] Meanwhile, in a process of a massage in which
the control unit 7 causes the motor M2 to normally rotate
while having the aimed rotational speed of 18 rota-
tions/second, when the aimed rotational speed is raised
and the rotational speed of the motor M2 exceeds 20
rotations/second which is the upper limit value corre-
sponding to the level 2, the air supply/discharge device
14 is driven such that air is supplied to the insides of the
aircells 105 and 106. That is, when the sensor 15 detects
that the rotational speed of the motor M2 falls to a pre-
determined speed, the control unit 7 controls the air sup-
ply/discharge device 14 such that air is discharged. In
addition, when the sensor 15 detects that the rotational
speed of the motor M2 rises to a predetermined speed,
the control unit 7 controls the air supply/discharge device
14 such that air is supplied. The subject of air supply/dis-
charge performed in accordance with the detection result
of the sensor 15 may be both the air cells 105 and 106
or may be any one thereof.

[0084] Hereinafter, with reference to Fig. 20, descrip-
tion will be given regarding a case where the operation
of the massage unit 8 is controlled based on the sensor
16 detecting the pressure applied from the treatment tar-
get site to the treatment members 83. Fig. 20 is a view
describing controlling of the motor M2 and the air sup-
ply/discharge device 14 in accordance with a detection
result of the sensor 16.

[0085] The sensor 16 can detect the pressure applied
from the treatment target site to the treatment members
83. Specifically, levels in five stages are set as the pres-
sure detected by the sensor 16. As the level becomes
higher, the lower detection pressure is set. The memory
(not illustrated) of the control unit 7 stores an aimed ro-
tational speed of the motor M2 corresponding to each
level of the detection pressure. The control unit 7 controls
driving of the motor M2 such that the rotational speed of
the motor M2 coincides with the aimed rotational speed.
However, when the sensor 16 detects that the detection
pressure increases from one level to a different level due
to the change of a load from the treatment target site, the
control unit 7 newly sets an aimed rotational speed cor-
responding to the different level and performs controlling
so as to cause the rotational speed of the motor M2 to
fall. The aimed rotational speed is configured to be
changed not only based on the detection result of the
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sensor 16 but also to be changed along a time series in
accordance with a program set in advance. Therefore, a
favorably hand simulated massage can be performed.
[0086] Hereinafter, description will be specifically giv-
en with reference to an example. In a process of a mas-
sage in which the control unit 7 causes the motor M2 to
normally rotate while having the aimed rotational speed
of 28 rotations/second, according to the treatment mem-
bers 83 approaching the treatment target site, when the
load applied from the treatment target site to the treat-
ment members 83 increases and the detection pressure
obtained through the sensor 16 exceeds 37 kpa which
is the predetermined value corresponding the level 4, the
aimed rotational speed is set to 23 rotations/second cor-
responding to the level 3 and the motor M2 is driven.
When the detection pressure further increases and ex-
ceeds 38 kpa which is the predetermined value corre-
sponding to the level 3, the aimed rotational speed is set
to 18 rotations/second corresponding to the level 2 and
the motor M2 is driven. When the detection pressure fur-
ther increases and exceeds 39 kpa which is the prede-
termined value corresponding to the level 2, the rotating
direction of the motor M2 is inverted and the treatment
members 83 are separated from the treatment target site.
In this case, the aimed rotational speed is raised to 28
rotations/second corresponding to the level 1. As de-
scribed above, by driving the motor M2, the treatment
members 83 are slowly pressed from a state where the
treatment members 83 are in contact with the treatment
target site. Thereafter, the treatment members 83 can be
quickly separated from the treatment target site. Accord-
ingly, a hand simulated and modulated massage can be
realized. When the detection pressure increases, for ex-
ample, when the detection pressure exceeds 39 kpa
which is the predetermined value corresponding to the
level 2, in place of inverting the rotating direction of the
motor M2, driving may be temporarily stopped. According
tosuch anoperation, the treatment members 83 are slow-
ly pressed from a state where the treatment members 83
are in contact with the treatment target site. Thereafter,
the state can be maintained for a certain period of time.
Accordingly, a pleasantly different hand simulated mas-
sage can be realized.

[0087] Inaddition, when the sensor 16 detects that the
load applied from the treatment target site to the treat-
ment members 83 increases or decreases to the prede-
termined value, the control unit 7 causes the air sup-
ply/discharge device 14 to discharge or supply air, there-
by controlling the operations of the air cells 105 and 106.
Hereinafter, description will be specifically given with ref-
erence to anexample. Ina process of amassage in which
the control unit 7 causes the motor M2 to normally rotate
while having the aimed rotational speed of 23 rota-
tions/second, according to the treatment members 83
approaching the treatment target site, when the load ap-
plied from the treatment target site to the treatment mem-
bers 83 increases and the detection pressure obtained
through the sensor 16 exceeds 38 kpa which is the pre-
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determined value corresponding to the level 3, the air
supply/discharge device 14 is controlled such that air in-
side the air cells 105 and 106 is discharged.

[0088] Meanwhile, in a process of a massage in which
the control unit 7 causes the motor M2 to normally rotate
while having the aimed rotational speed of 18 rota-
tions/second, according to the treatment members 83
separated from the treatment target site, when the load
applied from the treatment target site to the treatment
members 83 decreases and the detection pressure ob-
tained through the sensor 16 falls below 39 kpa which is
the predetermined value corresponding to the level 2,
the air supply/discharge device 14 is driven such that air
is supplied to the insides of the air cells 105 and 106.
That is, when the sensor 16 detects that the pressure
increases to the predetermined value, the control unit 7
controls the air supply/discharge device 14 such that air
is discharged. In addition, when the sensor 16 detects
that the pressure decreases to the predetermined value,
the control unit 7 controls the air supply/discharge device
14 such that air is supplied. The subject of air supply/dis-
charge performed in accordance with the detection result
of the sensor 16 may be both the air cells 105 and 106
or may be any one thereof.

[0089] Even if the degree of proximity of the treatment
members 83 with respect to the treatment target site is
the same, when muscles become stiff, the load applied
from the treatment target site to the treatment members
83 increases, and when muscles are relaxed, the load
applied from the treatment target site to the treatment
members 83 decreases. Therefore, according to the con-
figuration described above, when performing a massage
while changing the aimed rotational speed of the motor
M2 along a time series in accordance with a program set
in advance, a massage can be performed with the
strength in accordance with the state change of muscles
changing during the massage or the stiffness of muscles
varying depending on a user, in accordance with the de-
tection result of the sensors 15 and 16. In addition, even
if the movement amount of the treatment members 83
toward the treatment target site side is the same, when
the physical constitution of a user is significant, the load
applied from the treatment target site to the treatment
members 83 increases, and when the physical constitu-
tion of auseris small, the load applied from the treatment
target site to the treatment members 83 decreases.
Therefore, according to the configuration described
above, a massage can be performed with the same
strength for any user regardless of physical constitution.
In addition, the treatment members 83 do not excessively
act on the treatment target site.

[0090] In addition, the massage machine 1 of the
present invention is not limited to the illustrated embod-
iment and may have a different embodiment within the
scope of the present invention.

[0091] The massage unit8 may be applied to the upper
half of the body and/or the buttocks as the treatment tar-
get site. In this case, in order to avoid unnecessary in-
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terference with respect to the treatment target site, it is
preferable to remove the intermediate wall 89. In addition,
a plurality of the massage units 8 may be provided along
the height direction. For example, it is preferable to pro-
vide a first massage unit 8 which is movable across a
range from the upper half of the body to the buttocks and
from which the intermediate wall 89 is removed, and a
second massage unit 8 which is movable across a range
from the femoral region to lower thighs and has the in-
termediate wall 89. In addition to the massage unit 8,
there may be provided an air cell which expands and
contracts in response to air supply/discharge performed
by the air supply/discharge device 14 and pressurizes
the treatment target site such as the back, the waist, the
buttocks, and the lower limbs.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0092] The presentinvention can be applied to a mas-
sage unit which can perform a favorable kneading mas-
sage regardless of physical constitution, a massage ma-
chine having the massage unit, and a massage machine
which performs a hand simulated massage as if a mas-
seur executes the massage.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS
[0093]

1 MASSAGE MACHINE

7 CONTROL UNIT

8 MASSAGE UNIT

14 AIR SUPPLY/DISCHARGE DEVICE
15 SENSOR

16 SENSOR

83 TREATMENT MEMBER
84 ARM

89a FACING SURFACE

92 DRIVE SHAFT

93 INCLINED SHAFT

95 FIRST ARM

96 SECOND ARM

97 MOVABLE PORTION

98 RESTRICTION MEMBER

100 BIASING MEANS

101  ELASTIC MEMBER

102 ELASTIC MEMBER

105 AIRCELL

106 AIR CELL (ADVANCING/RETREATING DRIVE
PORTION)

A3 TURNING SHAFT

M1 MOTOR

M2 MOTOR

Claims

1. A massage unit (8) comprising:
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a treatment member (83);

an arm (84) that supports the treatment member
(83);

a drive shaft (92) that supports the arm (84) and
causes the treatment member (83) to approach
and be separated with respect to a treatment
target site;

a motor (M1, M2) that drives the drive shaft (92)
to rotate;

acontrol unit (7) that controls driving of the motor
(M1, M2);

characterized in that the massage unit(8) com-
prises a sensor (15, 16) that is able to detect a
plurality of levels regarding a rotational speed
of the motor (M1, M2),

wherein an aimed rotational speed of the motor
(M1, M2) corresponding to each level is stored,
and

wherein when the sensor (15, 16) detects that
the rotational speed of the motor (M1, M2) falls
from one level to a different level due to a change
of a load from the treatment target site, the con-
trol unit (7) newly sets an aimed rotational speed
corresponding to the different level and per-
forms controlling so as to cause the rotational
speed of the motor (M1, M2) to fall.

The massage unit (8) according to Claim 1,
wherein when the sensor (15, 16) detects that the
rotational speed of the motor (M1, M2) falls from one
level to a different level due to a change of a load
from the treatment target site, the control unit (7)
inverts a rotating direction of the motor (M1, M2) or
performs controlling so as to stop driving of the motor
(M1, M2).

The massage unit (8) according to Claim 1 or 2,
wherein the motor (M1, M2) is a brushless motor or
a servo motor.

The massage unit (8) according to any one of Claims
1 to 3, further comprising:

anaircell (105, 106) that expands so as to cause
the treatment member (83) and the treatment
target site to approach each other; and

an air supply/discharge device (14) that supplies
and discharges air with respect to the air cell
(105, 106),

wherein when the sensor (15, 16) detects that
the rotational speed of the motor (M1, M2) falls
orrises to a predetermined level, the control unit
(7) causes the air supply/discharge device (14)
to discharge or supply air.

5. Themassage unit(8) according to any one of Claims

1 to 4, further comprising:
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amovable portion (97) that causes the treatment
member (83) to be operable in a direction of be-
ing separated from the treatment target site
when the treatment member (83) comes into
contact with the treatment target site by a force
equal to or greater than predetermined force;
and

biasing means (100) for biasing the treatment
member (83) in the approaching direction.

The massage unit (8) according to Claim 5,
wherein the arm (84) has a first arm (95) which is
supported by the drive shaft (92), a second arm (96)
which is supported by the first arm (95) via the mov-
able portion (97), and a turning shaft which serves
as the movable portion (97) causing the second arm
(96) to be turnably interlocked with the first arm (95),
and

wherein the biasing means (100) biases the second
arm (96) to turn in a direction in which the treatment
member (83) approaches the treatment target site.

The massage unit (8) according to Claim 6,
wherein the biasing means (100) has an elastic
member which is interposed between the first arm
(95) and the second arm (96).

The massage unit (8) according to Claim 6 or 7,
wherein the biasing means (100) has an elastic
member which pulls a base portion on a side oppo-
site to the treatment member (83) side of the second
arm.

The massage unit (8) according to any one of Claims
5 to 8, further comprising:

aninclined shaft (93) thatis inclined with respect
to a shaft center of the drive shaft (92),
wherein the arm (84) is supported by the drive
shaft (92) via the inclined shaft (93) and extends
toward the treatment target site side,

wherein the massage unit (8) further comprises:
a restriction member (98) that restricts an oper-
ation of the arm (84) performed in response to
rotation of the drive shaft (92) in a direction hav-
ing an axial direction of the drive shaft (92) as a
main component, and

wherein the drive shaft (92) and the turning shaft
are disposed such that the axial directions there-
of intersect with each other.

10. The massage unit(8) according to any one of Claims

5t09,

wherein there are provided the treatment members
(83) and the arms (84) forming a pair, and

wherein the treatment members (83) forming a pair
approach each other and are separated from each
other in response to rotation of the drive shaft (92).
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The massage unit (8) according to any one of Claims
5 to 10, further comprising:

a facing surface (89a) that faces the treatment
member (83),

wherein the treatment member (83) approaches
and is separated with respect to the facing sur-
face (89a).

The massage unit (8) according to any one of Claims
5 to 11, further comprising:
an air cell (105, 106) that is able to expand toward
the treatment member (83).

The massage unit (8) according to any one of Claims
1t0 12,

wherein the treatment member (83) is able to mas-
sage lower limbs of a user.

Patentanspriiche

1.

2,

Massageeinheit (8), aufweisend:

ein Behandlungsglied (83);

einen Arm (84), welcher das Behandlungsglied
(83) tragt;

eine Antriebswelle (92), welche den Arm (84)
tragt und welche bewirkt, dass sich das Behand-
lungsglied (83) beziiglich eines Behandlungs-
zielorts annahert und entfernt;

einen Motor (M1, M2), welcher die Antriebswelle
(92) zum Drehen antreibt;

eine Steuereinheit (7), welche das Antreiben
des Motors (M1, M2) steuert;

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Massageein-
heit (8) aufweist:

einen Sensor (15, 16), welcher dazu eingerich-
tetist, eine Mehrzahl von Stufen bezuglich einer
Drehgeschwindigkeit des Motors (M1, M2) zu
erfassen,

wobei entsprechend jeder Stufe eine Zieldreh-
geschwindigkeit des Motors (M1, M2) gespei-
chert ist, und

wobei, wenn der Sensor (15, 16) erfasst, dass
die Drehgeschwindigkeit des Motors (M1, M2)
von einer Stufe auf eine andere Stufe aufgrund
einer Lastdnderung durch den Behandlungs-
zielort absinkt, die Steuereinheit (7) eine Ziel-
drehgeschwindigkeitentsprechend der anderen
Stufe neu einstellt und eine Steuerung ausfuhrt,
so dass bewirkt wird, dass die Drehgeschwin-
digkeit des Motors (M1, M2) abnimmt.

Massageeinheit (8) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei, wenn der Sensor (15, 16) erfasst, dass die
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Drehgeschwindigkeit des Motors (M1, M2) von einer
Stufe auf eine andere Stufe aufgrund einer Lastan-
derung am Behandlungszielort absinkt, die Steuer-
einheit (7) eine Drehrichtung des Motors (M1, M2)
umkehrt oder eine Steuerung ausfihrt, so dass das
Antreiben durch den Motor (M1, M2) gestoppt wird.

Massageeinheit (8) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
wobei der Motor (M1, M2) ein blrstenloser Motor
oder ein Servomotor ist.

Massageeinheit (8) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis
3, ferner aufweisend:

eine Luftkammer (105, 106), welche sich aus-
dehnt, so dass bewirkt wird, dass sich das Be-
handlungsglied (83) und der Behandlungs-
zielort aneinander annahern; und

eine Luftzufihr- und Luftabflhr-Vorrichtung
(14), welche Luft bezuglich der Luftkammer
(105, 106) zufihrt und abfiihrt,

wobei, wenn der Sensor (15, 16) erfasst, dass
die Drehgeschwindigkeit des Motors (M1, M2)
auf eine vorbestimmte Stufe absinkt oder an-
steigt, die Steuereinheit (7) bewirkt, dass die
Luftzuflhr- und Luftabfiihr-Vorrichtung (14) Luft
abflihrt oder zuflhrt.

5. Massageeinheit (8) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis

4, ferner aufweisend:

einen beweglichen Abschnitt (97), aufgrund wel-
chem das Behandlungsglied (83) in einer Rich-
tung betatigbar ist, in der es von dem Behand-
lungszielort wegbewegt ist, wenn das Behand-
lungsglied (83) mit einer Kraft, welche gleich
oder gréRer einer vorbestimmten Kraft ist, in
Kontakt mit dem Behandlungszielort kommt;
und

Vorspannmittel (100) zum Vorspannen des Be-
handlungsglieds (83) in der Annaherungsrich-
tung.

Massageeinheit (8) nach Anspruch 5,

wobei der Arm (84) aufweist: einen ersten Arm (95),
welcher an der Antriebswelle (92) gehalten ist, einen
zweiten Arm (96), welcher an dem ersten Arm (95)
Uber den beweglichen Abschnitt (97) gehalten ist,
und eine Drehwelle, welche als der bewegliche Ab-
schnitt (97) dient, der bewirkt, dass der zweite Arm
(96) mitdem ersten Arm (95) drehbar in Eingriff steht,
und

wobei das Vorspannmittel (100) den zweiten Arm
(96) vorspannt, so dass er sich in einer Richtung
dreht, in welcher sich das Behandlungsglied (83)
dem Behandlungszielort ndhert.

Massageeinheit (8) nach Anspruch 6,
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wobei das Vorspannmittel (100) ein elastisches Ele-
ment aufweist, welches zwischen dem ersten Arm
(95) und dem zweiten Arm (96) angeordnet ist.

Massageeinheit (8) nach Anspruch 6 oder 7,

wobei das Vorspannmittel (100) ein elastisches Ele-
ment aufweist, welches einen Basisabschnitt des
zweiten Arms an einer Seite zieht, die der Seite des
Behandlungsglieds (83) gegenuberliegt.

Massageeinheit (8) nach einem der Anspriiche 5 bis
8, ferner aufweisend:

eine geneigte Welle (93), welche bezuglich ei-
ner Wellenmitte der Antriebswelle (92) geneigt
ist,

wobei der Arm (84) Gber die geneigte Welle (93)
an der Antriebswelle (92) gehalten ist und sich
in Richtung zu der Seite des Behandlungs-
zielorts erstreckt,

wobei die Massageeinheit (8) ferner aufweist:
ein Begrenzungsglied (98), welches ein Betati-
gen des Arms (84) als Reaktion auf ein Drehen
der Antriebswelle (92) in einer Richtung be-
grenzt, welche als eine Hauptkomponente eine
axiale Richtung der Antriebswelle (92) aufweist,
und

wobei die Antriebswelle (92) und die Drehwelle
derart angeordnet sind, dass deren axiale Rich-
tungen sich miteinander schneiden.

Massageeinheit (8) nach einem der Anspriiche 5 bis
9,

wobei die Behandlungsglieder (83) und die Arme
(84) ein Paar bildend vorgesehen sind, und

wobei die ein Paar bildenden Behandlungsglieder
(83) sich als Reaktion auf ein Drehen der Antriebs-
welle (92) aneinander annahern und voneinander
wegbewegen.

Massageeinheit (8) nach einem der Anspriiche 5 bis
10, ferner aufweisend:

eine zugewandte Flache (89a), welche dem Be-
handlungsglied (83) zugewandt ist,

wobei sich das Behandlungsglied (83) bezliglich
der zugewandten Flache (89a) annahert und
wegbewegt.

Massageeinheit (8) nach einem der Anspriiche 5 bis
11, ferner aufweisend:
eine Luftkammer (105, 106), welche dazu eingerich-
tet ist, sich in Richtung zu dem Behandlungsglied
(83) hin auszudehnen.

Massageeinheit (8) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 bis
12,
wobei das Behandlungsglied (83) dazu eingerichtet
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ist, untere Extremitaten eines Benutzers zu massie-
ren.

Revendications

1.

Unité de massage (8), comprenant :

un élément de traitement (83) ;

unbras (84) qui supporte I'élément de traitement
(83);

un arbre d’entrainement (92) qui supporte le
bras (84) et qui améne I'élément de traitement
(83) a s’approcher d’'un site cible de traitement
et a s’en éloigner ;

un moteur (M1, M2) qui entraine en rotation I'ar-
bre d’entrainement (92) ;

une unité de commande (7) qui commande I'en-
trainement du moteur (M1, M2) ;

caractérisée en ce que I'unité de massage (8) com-
prend

un capteur (15, 16) pouvant détecter plusieurs
niveaux associés a une vitesse de rotation du
moteur (M1, M2),

dans lequel une vitesse de rotation voulue du
moteur (M1, M2) correspondant a chaque ni-
veau est mémorisée, et

dans lequel lorsque le capteur (15, 16) détecte
que la vitesse de rotation du moteur (M1, M2)
chute d’'un niveau a un niveau différent en raison
d’une variation d’'une charge par rapport au site
cible de traitement, 'unité de commande (7) dé-
finit 2 nouveau une vitesse de rotation voulue
correspondant au niveau différent et met en
oeuvre une commande amenant la vitesse de
rotation du moteur (M1, M2) a chuter.

Unité de massage (8) selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle, lorsque le capteur (15, 16) détecte
que la vitesse de rotation du moteur (M1, M2) chute
d’'un niveau a un niveau différent en raison d’'une
variation d’une charge par rapport au site cible de
traitement, I'unité de commande (7) inverse un sens
de rotation du moteur (M1, M2) ou met en oeuvre
une commande ayant pour conséquence une inter-
ruption d’entrainement du moteur (M1, M2).

Unité de massage (8) selon la revendication 1 ou la
revendication 2,

danslaquelle le moteur (M1, M2) est un moteur sans
collecteur ou un servomoteur.

Unité de massage (8) selon I'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 3, comprenant en outre :

une cellule pneumatique (105, 106) qui se dé-
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ploie pour amener I'élément de traitement (83)
et le site cible de traitement a s’approcher 'un
de l'autre ; et

un dispositif d’alimentation en air/d’évacuation
d’air (14) qui assure une alimentation en air et
une évacuation d’air de la cellule pneumatique
(105, 106),

dans laquelle, lorsque le capteur (15, 16) détec-
te que la vitesse de rotation du moteur (M1, M2)
chute ou augmente a un niveau prédéterminé,
l'unité de commande (7) améne le dispositif
d’alimentation en air/d’évacuation d’air a exécu-
ter une évacuation d’air ou une alimentation en
air.

5. Unité de massage (8) selon 'une quelconque des

revendications 1 a 4, comprenant en outre :

une partie mobile (97) qui améne I'élément de
traitement (83) a pouvoir étre mis en oeuvre
dans un sens d’éloignement du site cible de trai-
tementlorsquel’élément de traitement (83) vient
en contact avec le site cible de traitement avec
une force égale ou supérieure a une force
prédéterminée ; et

un moyen de sollicitation (100) destiné a sollici-
ter 'éléement de traitement (83) dans le sens
d’approche.

Unité de massage (8) selon la revendication 5,
dans laquelle le bras (84) comporte un premier bras
(95) qui est supporté par I'arbre d’entrainement (92),
un second bras (96) qui est supporté par le premier
bras (95) par le biais de la partie mobile (97), et un
arbre tournant qui sert de partie mobile (97) amenant
le second bras (96) dans un état de verrouillage mu-
tuel tournant avec le premier bras (95), et

dans lequel le moyen de sollicitation (100) sollicite
le second bras (96) pour qu’il tourne dans un sens
dans lequel I'élément de traitement (83) s’approche
du site cible de traitement.

Unité de massage (8) selon la revendication 6,
dans laquelle le moyen de sollicitation (100) com-
porte un élément élastique interposé entre le premier
bras (95) et le second bras (96).

Unité de massage (8) selon la revendication 6 ou la
revendication 7,
dans laquelle le moyen de sollicitation (100) com-
porte un élément élastique qui tire une partie de base
d’un c6té opposé au coté élément de traitement (83)
du second bras.

Unité de massage (8) selon 'une quelconque des
revendications 5 a 8, comprenant en outre :

un arbre incliné (93) qui est incliné par rapport
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a un centre d’arbre de I'arbre d’entrainement
(92),

dans laquelle le bras (84) est supporté par I'ar-
bre d’entrainement (92) par le biais de l'arbre
incliné (93) et s’étend vers le cété site cible de
traitement,

dans laquelle 'unité de massage (8) comprend
en outre :

un élément de limitation (98) qui limite une mise
en oeuvre du bras (84) exécutée en réponse a
une rotation de I'arbre d’entrainement (92) dans
un sens dont une direction axiale de I'arbre d’en-
trainement (92) est la composante principale, et
dans laquelle I'arbre d’entrainement (92) et I'ar-
bre tournant sont disposés de sorte que leurs
directions axiales se coupent.

Unité de massage (8) selon I'une quelconque des
revendications 5 a 9,

dans laquelle les éléments de traitement (83) et les
bras (84) sont disposés de fagon a former une paire,
et

dans laquelle les éléments de traitement (83) for-
mant une paire s’approchent I'un de l'autre et s’éloi-
gne I'un de I'autre en réponse a une rotation de I'ar-
bre d’entrainement (92).

Unité de massage (8) selon I'une quelconque des
revendications 5 a 10, comprenant en outre :

une surface en regard (89a) qui se trouve en
regard de I'élément de traitement (83),

dans laquelle I'élément de traitement (83) s’ap-
proche et s’éloigne de la surface en regard
(89a).

Unité de massage (8) selon I'une quelconque des
revendications 5 a 11, comprenant en outre :

une cellule pneumatique (105, 106) qui peut se dé-
ployer en direction de I'élément de traitement (83).

Unité de massage (8) selon I'une quelconque des
revendications 1 a 12,

dans laquelle I'élément de traitement (83) permet un
massage de membres inférieurs d’'un utilisateur.
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