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(54) AFILLING MACHINE FOR CAPSULES

(57)  Afilling machine (6) to fill capsules (1) with re-
spective quantities (2) of an incoherent product; the filling
machine (6) has: at least one tray (8) having a plurality
of pockets (9), which are designed to each hold a corre-
sponding capsule (1); a feeding unit (7), which receives
a disorderly mass of empty capsules (1) and inserts the
capsule (1) into the pockets (9) of the tray (8), so as to
fill the tray (8); afilling unit (11), which receives, from the
feeding unit (7), the tray (8) containing empty capsules

(1), so as to feed into each capsule (1) the corresponding
quantity (2) of product; a transferring unit (12), which re-
ceives, from the filling unit (11), the tray (8) containing
full capsules (1) and transfers the full capsules (1) to an
output (13) of the filling machine (6); and a main conveyor
(15), which feeds the tray (8) from an output station (S2)
of the feeding unit (7) to an input station (S1) of the feed-
ing unit (7) passing through the filling unit (11) and the
transferring unit (12).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-14

a main conveyor with a final straight branch which is
arranged in the area of the input station of the feeding
unit, and an initial straight branch, which is arranged in
the area of the output station of the feeding unit and is
parallel to as well as faces the final branch, a plurality
of veins, which are arranged beside one another in the
insertion station and feed the capsules with help of
gravity, and a supply conveyor which advances stepwise each
tray through station of insertion and under the outlet end
of the veins in such a way to stop at each step the tray
with a row of empty pockets aligned at the exit end thereof.

2. claims: 15-17

a cleaning device which is arranged upstream of the filling
device and is provided with a plurality of cleaning heads
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