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(57)  In a divided laminated iron core constituted of
iron core laminae each having a plurality of divided iron
core pieces connected with each other in the circumfer-
ential direction, to easily adjust the connection strength
between the divided iron core pieces, a method of man-
ufacturing a divided laminated iron core (3), wherein the
iron core laminae (7) includes first iron core laminae and
second iron core laminae, includes: a first connect-
ing-portion punching step of punching each of connecting
portions between divided iron core pieces constituting
each first iron core lamina in a sheet steel strip (W); a

second connecting-portion punching step of punching
each of connecting portions between divided iron core
pieces constituting each second iron core lamina; and a
stacking step of stacking at least one of the first iron core
laminae and at least one of the second iron core laminae
and joining together the stacked iron core laminae,
wherein the connecting portions between the divided iron
core pieces of each first iron core lamina are configured
to be separated more easily than the connecting portions
between the divided iron core pieces of each second iron
core lamina.
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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a manufactur-
ing method for alaminated iron core to be used in a stator
or a rotor of a motor, a power generator or the like and
a manufacturing device for a laminated iron core.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Conventionally, a laminated iron core is typical-
ly manufactured by processing a strip of electromagnetic
steel sheet in coil form (sheet steel strip) by using a pro-
gressive die machine. In a progressive die machine, lo-
cating holes, slots, and inner teeth are punched out in a
steel sheet strip in a sequential manner so as to form
various parts of each iron core lamina, and a prescribed
number of blanked iron core laminae are bonded to one
another to form a laminated iron core. However, when a
wire is wound on magnetic pole portions projecting from
an inner periphery of a stator core consisting of a lami-
nated iron core, for example, because a space for insert-
ing awindingjig is limited, there is an inconvenience such
asthatitis difficult to increase the number of the magnetic
poles (coils) and/or the number of turns of the wound wire.
[0003] Toaddresssuchaproblem,adivided laminated
iron core, which is formed by punching, from a sheet steel
strip, iron core laminae each having a plurality of core
pieces (divided iron core pieces) connected with each
other in the circumferential direction and by stacking a
plurality of the iron core laminae, has been developed,
and, for example, a method for manufacturing a stator
core having a ring-shaped yoke and a predetermined
number of teeth projecting inward of the yoke by con-
necting a plurality of divided core pieces, each having a
yoke portion and a tooth portion, with each other in an
endless manner, and a progressive die machine used in
the manufacture of such a stator core are known (see
Patent Document 1).

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT(S)
PATENT DOCUMENT(S)

[0004] Patent Document 1: JP2010-178487A

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
TASK TO BE ACCOMPLISHED BY THE INVENTION

[0005] Incidentally, in the conventional technology de-
scribed in the aforementioned Patent Document 1, when
a wire is wound on the magnetic pole portions of the
manufactured stator core, it is necessary to separate the
stacks of core pieces from each other, and therefore, the
connection strength between the core pieces needs to
be small such that the stacks thereof can be easily sep-
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arated from each other. On the other hand, if the con-
nection strength between the core pieces is too small,
the stacks of the core pieces may be separated from
each otherinadvertently after the manufacture of the sta-
tor core, and this would hinder the handling of the stator
core by a worker or the like.

[0006] The present invention is made in view of such
problems in the prior art, and a primary object thereof is
to provide a manufacturing method for a laminated iron
core and a manufacturing device for a laminated iron
core which, in a divided laminated iron core constituted
of iron core laminae each having a plurality of divided
iron core pieces connected with each other in the circum-
ferential direction, allow the connection strength between
the divided iron core pieces to be adjusted easily.

MEANS TO ACCOMPLISH THE TASK

[0007] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided a method for manufacturing a di-
vided laminated iron core (3) by punching iron core lam-
inae (7) from a sheet steel strip (W) such that each iron
core laminaincludes a plurality of divided iron core pieces
(7a, 7b) connected with each other in a circumferential
direction, and stacking a plurality of the iron core laminae,
wherein the iron core laminae include first iron core lam-
inae and second iron core laminae, the method compris-
ing: a first connecting-portion punching step of punching
connecting portions between divided iron core pieces
constituting each first iron core lamina, in the sheet steel
strip; a second connecting-portion punching step of
punching connecting portions between divided iron core
pieces constituting each second iron core lamina, in the
sheet steel strip; and a stacking step of stacking at least
one of the first iron core laminae and at least one of the
second iron core laminae and joining together the
stacked iron core laminae, wherein the connecting por-
tions between the divided iron core pieces of each first
iron core lamina are configured to be separated more
easily than the connecting portions between the divided
iron core pieces of each second iron core lamina.
[0008] In the manufacturing method for a divided lam-
inated iron core according to the first aspect, in the divid-
ed laminated iron core constituted of iron core laminae
each having a plurality of divided iron core pieces con-
nected with each other in the circumferential direction,
the connecting portions of each first iron core lamina are
provided to be capable of being separated more easily
than the connecting portions of each second iron core
lamina (namely, the divided laminated iron core is con-
stituted of a plurality of iron core laminae having mutually
different connection strengths between the divided iron
core pieces), and therefore, it is possible to easily adjust
the connection strength between the divided iron core
pieces (and hence the stacks thereof) by varying the
numbers (composition ratio) and positions of the first iron
core laminae and the second iron core laminae consti-
tuting the divided laminated iron core.
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[0009] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, with regard to the aforementioned first aspect,
the first connecting-portion punching step includes full
punching for dividing each of the connecting portions of
each first iron core lamina along a first dividing line (5),
and the second connecting-portion punching step in-
cludes partial punching for dividing each of the connect-
ing portions of each second iron core lamina along a sec-
ond dividing line (5).

[0010] In the manufacturing method for a divided lam-
inated iron core according to the second aspect, because
each of the connecting portions of the first iron core lam-
inaeis formed by full punching and each of the connecting
portions of the second iron core laminae is formed by
partial punching, it is possible to make the connecting
portions of the first iron core laminae easier to be sepa-
rated than the connecting portions of the second iron
core laminae by a simple method.

[0011] Accordingto a third aspect of the presentinven-
tion, with regard to the aforementioned first aspect, the
first connecting-portion punching step includes punching
for dividing each of the connecting portions between the
first divided iron core pieces constituting each first iron
core lamina along a first dividing line (5), and the second
connecting-portion punching step includes punching for
forming a slit (51) in each of the connecting portions be-
tween the second divided iron core pieces constituting
each second iron core lamina.

[0012] In the manufacturing method for a divided lam-
inated iron core according to the third aspect, by perform-
ing punching for forming a slit in each of the connecting
portions between the second divided iron core pieces
(namely, by narrowing the width of each connecting por-
tion than the other portions without dividing the connect-
ing portion), it is possible to more reliably prevent the
divided iron core pieces (and hence the stacks thereof)
in the manufactured divided laminated iron core from be-
ing separated from each other inadvertently.

[0013] According to a fourth aspect of the present in-
vention, with regard to the aforementioned second or
third aspect, the first dividing line consists of a straight
line.

[0014] In the manufacturing method for a divided lam-
inated iron core according to the fourth aspect, because
the first dividing line consists of a straight line, it is pos-
sible to suppress distortion and stress concentration at
the connecting portions between the divided iron core
pieces as well as performance degradation (iron loss in-
crease), while preventing the divided iron core pieces in
the manufactured divided laminated iron core from being
separated from each other inadvertently.

[0015] According to a fifth aspect of the presentinven-
tion, with regard to any one of the aforementioned first
to fourth aspects, a punching shape of the connecting
portions between the first divided iron core pieces ob-
tained by the first connecting-portion punching step is
different from a punching shape of the connecting por-
tions between the second divided iron core pieces ob-
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tained by the second connecting-portion punching step.
[0016] In the manufacturing method for a divided lam-
inated iron core according to the fifth aspect, by making
the punching shape of the connecting portions of the first
iron core laminae different from the punching shape of
the connecting portions of the second iron core laminae,
it is possible to make the connecting portions of the first
iron core laminae easier to be separated than the con-
necting portions of the second iron core laminae by a
simple method.

[0017] According to a sixth aspect of the present in-
vention, with regard to any one of the aforementioned
first to fifth aspects, one of the second iron core laminae
is disposed at an uppermost or lowermost layer of the
laminated iron core.

[0018] In the manufacturing method for a divided lam-
inated iron core according to the sixth aspect, when the
manufactured laminated iron core is separated, a high
shear force can be easily applied to the second iron core
lamina disposed at the uppermost or lowermost layer
(namely, an iron core lamina having a higher connection
strength of the connecting portions between the divided
iron core pieces than the other iron core laminae), and
therefore, the manufactured laminated iron core can be
separated into parts easily.

[0019] According to a seventh aspect of the present
invention, with regard to any one of the aforementioned
first to fifth aspects, the first connecting-portion punching
step and the second connecting-portion punching step
are performed by a same punch (P8) configured to se-
lectively perform punching for the first connecting-portion
punching step and punching for the second connecting-
portion punching step.

[0020] In the manufacturing method for a divided lam-
inated iron core according to the seventh aspect, be-
cause the first and second connecting portion-punching
steps are performed by a same punching section
(punch), the connection strength between the divided
iron core pieces can be adjusted easily with a simple
device structure.

[0021] According to an eighth aspect of the present
invention, thereis provided a device (1) for manufacturing
a divided laminated iron core (3) by punching iron core
laminae (7) from a sheet steel strip (W) such that each
iron core lamina includes a plurality of divided iron core
pieces (7a, 7b) connected with each other in a circum-
ferential direction, and stacking a plurality of the iron core
laminae, wherein the iron core laminae include first iron
core laminae and second iron core laminae, the device
comprising: a first connecting portion-punching section
for punching connecting portions between divided iron
core pieces constituting each firstiron core lamina, in the
sheet steel strip; a second connecting portion-punching
section for punching connecting portions between divid-
ed iron core pieces constituting each second iron core
lamina, in the sheet steel strip; and a stacking section for
stacking at least one of the first iron core laminae and at
least one of the second iron core laminae and joining
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together the stacked iron core laminae, wherein the con-
necting portions between the divided iron core pieces of
each firstiron core lamina are configured to be separated
more easily than the connecting portions between the
divided iron core pieces of each second iron core lamina.

EFFECT OF THE INVENTION

[0022] As described above, according to the present
invention, it is possible, in a divided laminated iron core
constituted of iron core laminae each having a plurality
of divided iron core pieces connected with each other in
the circumferential direction, to allow the connection
strength between the divided iron core pieces to be ad-
justed easily.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0023]

FIG. 1 is an explanatory diagram showing a part of
a progressive die machine and the strip layout there-
of according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is an explanatory diagram showing a part of
the progressive die machine and the strip layout
thereof according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram showing a part of
the progressive die machine and the strip layout
thereof according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a rotor core of the first em-
bodiment;

FIG. 5is a plan view of a stator core (in a separated
state) of the first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged view showing a connecting
portion of the stator core piece of the first embodi-
ment;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a cam mechanism
provided to the progressive die machine of the first
embodiment;

FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram of partial punching
in step (8) of the first embodiment;

FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram of full punching in
step (8) of the first embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a stator core of the
first embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a plan view showing a modification of the
division shape of the connecting portions in the stator
core 3 of the first embodiment;

FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram showing a part of
a progressive die machine and the strip layout there-
of according to the second embodiment;

FIG. 13 is a plan view showing a connecting portion
of astator core according to the second embodiment;
FIG. 14 is a plan view showing a modification of the
connecting portion of the stator core piece shown in
FIG. 13;

FIG. 15 is a plan view showing a stator core accord-
ing to the third embodiment; and
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FIG. 16 is a plan view showing a stator core accord-
ing to the third embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI-
MENT(S)

[0024] Embodiments of the present invention are de-
scribed in the following with reference to the appended
drawings.

(First Embodiment)

[0025] FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 are each an explanatory dia-
gram showing a part of a progressive die machine 1 and
the strip layout thereof according to the first embodiment
of the present invention, FIG. 4 is a plan view showing a
blanked rotor core piece 6, FIG. 5 is a plan view showing
a blanked stator core piece 7 (in a separated state), FIG.
6 is an enlarged view showing a connecting portion of
the stator core piece 7, FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of
a cam mechanism 31 provided to the progressive die
machine 1, FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram of partial
punching in step (8), FIG. 9 is an explanatory diagram of
full punching in step (8), and FIG. 10 is a perspective
view of a stator core 3. FIGS. 1 to 3 show a series of strip
layouts. Also, only punches P1 to P6 are shown as main
structural elements of the progressive die machine 1.
[0026] As shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, a steel sheet strip W
in coil form is processed sequentially by a plurality of
steps (1) to (13) while being conveyed in an intermittent
manner in a progressive die machine (manufacturing de-
vice for a laminated iron core) 1.

[0027] In FIG. 1, steps (1) to (6) in the first half show
a process for punching rotor core pieces 6 (see FIG. 4)
for constituting a rotor core 2 for a motor and stacking
them sequentially. In this process for punching the rotor
core pieces 6, by using punches P1 to P6 attached to an
upper metallic die assembly of the progressive die ma-
chine 1 and corresponding dies provided on a lower me-
tallic die assembly, the following steps are performed se-
quentially: (1) punching of locating holes p; (2) punching
of slots S1 of each rotor core piece 6; (3) punching of
crimping and separating holes C1 for an iron core lamina
for separation in the rotor core 2 (namely, an iron core
lamina positioned at the lowermost layer of the rotor core
2); (4) punching of a central hole d1 of each rotor core
piece 6; (5) punching for forming crimping portions C2
(here, a partially punched dowel-shaped portion having
an upper recess and a lower projection) for each iron
core lamina in the rotor core piece 6 other than the iron
core lamina for separation; and (6) punching of an outer
profile D1 of each rotor core piece 6 (formation of teeth
T1). After step (6), the rotor core pieces 6 are stacked in
a manner similar to that in later-described step (13).
[0028] Inthe aforementioned step (4), atthe sametime
with the punching of the central hole d1 of the rotor core
piece 6, two division assist holes H for a later-described
stator core piece 7 are punched out. The division assist
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holes H each consist of an elongated hole (through hole)
curved to extend along the circumferential direction and
are located symmetrically with respect to the center of
the rotor core piece 6. Further, each division assist hole
His provided such thatan inner edge Ha thereof overlaps
with a part of an outer profile D2 (see FIG. 3) of the stator
core piece 7. Itis to be noted that step (4) may be omitted
as necessary.

[0029] InFIGS. 2and 3, steps (7) to (13) in the second
half show a process for punching stator core pieces 7
(see FIG. 5) as iron core laminae for constituting a stator
core 3 (laminated iron core) for a motor, and stacking
them sequentially. In this process for punching the stator
core pieces 7, by using punches P7 to P12 attached to
the upper metallic die assembly of the progressive die
machine 1 and corresponding dies provided on the lower
metallic die assembly, the following steps are performed
sequentially: (7) punching of slots S2 of each stator core
piece 7; (8) punching (partial punching and pushback, or
full punching and pushback) for dividing each connecting
portion 4 of the stator core piece 7 while maintaining a
connected state thereof; (9) punching of crimping and
separating holes C3 for aniron core lamina for separation
in the stator core 3 (namely, an iron core lamina located
atthe lowermost layer of the stator core 3); (10) punching
of a central hole d2 of each stator core piece 7 (formation
of teeth T2); (11) punching for forming crimping portions
C4 for each iron core lamina in the stator core piece 7
otherthan the iron core lamina for separation; (12) punch-
ing of an outer profile D2 of each stator core piece 7; and
(13) stacking of the blanked iron core laminae (stator
core pieces 7 in the connected state). It is to be noted
that an idle stage may be provided between the above
steps (1) to (13) as appropriate.

[0030] As also shown in FIG. 6, the aforementioned
step (8) is a dividing step for dividing each connecting
portion 4 of the stator core piece 7 along a dividing line
5. The dividing line 5 extends substantially radially, and
is located such that an outer end 5a thereof intersects
with the inner edge Ha of the associated division assist
hole H, and an inner end 5b thereof intersects with an
outer edge S2a of the associated slot S2. As also shown
in FIG. 5, the stator core piece 7 is constituted of first and
second divided iron core pieces 7a, 7b. Each connecting
portion 4 of the stator core piece 7 is divided into a first
connecting end 4a of the first divided iron core piece 7a
having a protruding portion 21 protruding in the circum-
ferential direction and a second connecting end 4b of the
second divided iron core piece 7b having arecessed por-
tion 22 with a shape complementary to the protruding
portion 21, and the two divided iron core pieces 7a, 7b
are connected with each other by fitting these portions
with each other.

[0031] Further, as shown in FIG. 7, in step (8), a cam
mechanism 31 for selectively carrying out a punching
operation of a dividing punch P8 for dividing the connect-
ing portion 4 of the stator core piece 7 is used. The cam
mechanism 31 includes a cam member 32 and a drive
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unit 33 for sliding the cam member 32 horizontally along
an upper surface of a punch plate (not shown in the draw-
ings). The bottom surface (cam face) 32a of the cam
member 32 is provided with a recess 34 that can receive
an upper end 81 of the dividing punch P8. As shown in
FIG. 7(A), when the upper end 81 of the dividing punch
P8 is received in the recess 34 of the cam member 32,
a distal end 82 of the dividing punch P8 reaches a first
punching position (partial punching position) at the time
of punching (when moved downward) to perform later-
described partial punching. On the other hand, when the
cam member 32 is moved horizontally (leftward in FIG.
7(A)) such that the upper end 81 of the dividing punch
P8 is placed out of the recess 34 and abuts on the bottom
surface 32a of the cam member 32 as shown in FIG.
7(B), the distal end 82 of the dividing punch P8 reaches
a second punching position (full punching position) at the
time of punching (when moved downward) to perform
later-described full punching (shearing).

[0032] More specifically, in a case where the dividing
punch P8 carries out partial punching (second connect-
ing-portion punching step) in step (8), an operation is
performed to stop the downward movement of the distal
end 82 of the dividing punch P8 at the first punching po-
sition in the middle of thickness of the steel sheet strip
W as shown in FIG. 8(A). At this time, as also shown in
FIG. 8(B), a partially punched piece (cutandraised piece)
40 projecting downward is formed by the partial punching
at the connecting portion 4. Thereafter, the downward
projecting partially punched piece 40 is pushed back by
a pushing plate 41 that is spring-urged upward in the
lower metallic die assembly (not shown in the drawings)
so as to face the dividing punch P8 (namely, the partially
punched piece 40 is pushed back to fit into the original
position in the steel sheet strip W). Thereby, the left and
side edges 10a, 10b of the partially punched region 10
(namely, portions continuous to the both ends of the di-
viding line 5) return to the original positions in the outer
edge S2a of the slot S2 and the inner edge Ha of the
division assist holes H, respectively.

[0033] On the other hand, in a case where the dividing
punch P8 carries out full punching (first connecting-por-
tion punching step) in step (8), an operation is performed
to move the distal end 82 of the dividing punch P8 down-
ward to the second punching position beyond the thick-
ness of the steel sheet strip W as shown in FIG. 9. At this
time, a fully punched piece (cut and raised piece) 45 com-
pletely separated at the dividing line 5 (see FIG. 6) is
formed at the connecting portion 4. Thereafter, similarly
to the case of the partial punching, the downward pro-
jecting fully punched piece 45 is pushed back by the
pushing plate 41.

[0034] Inthe case where full punching is performed on
the connecting portions 4 of the stator core piece 7 as
described above, compared to the case where partial
punching is performed on the connecting portions 4, the
connection strength (here, tensile strength) at the con-
necting portions 4 of the stator core piece 7 becomes
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lower (namely, the divided iron core pieces 7a, 7b con-
stituting the stator core piece 7 can be separated from
each other more easily). Thus, by selectively performing
the partial punching and full punching in step (8) in ac-
cordance with the punching operation of the dividing
punch P8, two types of stator core pieces 7 (first and
second iron core laminae) having varied connection
strengths at the connecting portions 4 thereof are
punched out at the progressive die machine 1.

[0035] The punching operation of the dividing punch
P8 is selectively performed such that a single manufac-
tured stator core 3 includes at least one stator core piece
7 processed with partial punching and at least one stator
core piece 7 processed with full punching. For example,
as shown in FIG. 10, in a single stator core 3, configura-
tion may be made such that only the stator core piece 7
at the lowermost layer (colored in FIG. 10) is processed
with partial punching, while all of the remaining upper
stator core pieces 7 are processed with full punching.
Conversely, it is also possible to process only the stator
core piece 7 at the uppermost layer with partial punching.
In this way, when the manufactured stator core 3 is sep-
arated, a high shear force can be produced easily in the
stator core piece 7 at the uppermost or lowermost layer
that has a high connection strength between the divided
iron core pieces 7a, 7b, whereby the stator core 3 can
be separated easily.

[0036] It is to be noted, however, that various modifi-
cations may be made on the positions and numbers of
the stator core pieces 7 processed with partial punching
and the stator core pieces 7 processed with full punching
in the stator core 3, and with such modifications, it is
possible to easily change the connection strength of the
connecting portions 4 in the stator core 3. Further, though
description was made here of an example in which two
types of stator core pieces 7 processed with partial
punching and full punching are punched out, the present
invention is not limited to this, and for example, the con-
figuration of the cam mechanism 31 may be modified so
asto be able to perform differentdegrees of partial punch-
ing (namely, partial punching with different first punching
positions for the distal end 82 of the dividing punch P8)
to punch out two types of stator core pieces 7 having
varied connection strengths of the connecting portions 4.
[0037] Inthe aforementioned step (13), the stator core
pieces 7 punched out in step (12) are stacked sequen-
tially in the die (not shown in the drawings) of the pro-
gressive die machine 1, and are pushed into a squeeze
ring positioned below the die in a sequential manner.
Thereby, the vertically adjoining stator core pieces 7 are
broughtinto close contact with each other, and the crimp-
ing and separating holes C3 formed in the stator core
piece 7 for separation and the crimping portions C4
formed in the stator core pieces 7 other than the stator
core piece 7 for separation engage with each other be-
tween the iron core laminae, whereby the stator core 3
is formed as a stack of a prescribed number of stator
core pieces 7 bonded with each other as shown in FIG.
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10. In step (13), itis also possible to stack the stator core
pieces 7 such that each stator core piece 7 is rotated by
a prescribed angle relative to the previously stacked one
or the stator core pieces 7 are given a prescribed skew
angle.

[0038] Thus, according to the above-described pro-
gressive die machine 1 and the manufacturing method
for the stator core 3 using the same, in the stator core 3
constituted of a plurality of divided iron core pieces 7a,
7b connected with each other in the circumferential di-
rection, the connecting portions 4 of at least some of the
stator core pieces 7 (first iron core laminae) are config-
ured to be easier to be separated than the connecting
portions of the other stator core pieces 7 (second iron
core laminae) (namely, two types of stator core pieces 7
having mutually different connection strengths between
the divided iron core pieces 7a, 7b are stacked), and
therefore, it is possible to easily adjust the connection
strength of the (entire) connecting portions 4 in the stator
core 3 by varying the numbers (composition ratio) and
positions of the stator core pieces 7 processed with partial
punching and the stator core pieces 7 processed with full
punching. Generally, in the laminated iron cores, the
shape, number, thickness, etc. of the stacked iron core
laminae may vary depending on the use thereof, and it
is very difficult to adjust the connection strengths be-
tween the divided iron core pieces by changing the shape
of the connecting portions of the iron core laminae having
the same structure, but in the above-described progres-
sive die machine 1 and the manufacturing method using
the same, it is only necessary to adjust the positions and
numbers of the two types of stator core pieces 7 having
mutually different connection strengths between the di-
vided iron core pieces.

[0039] FIG. 11 is a plan view showing a modification
of the division shape of the connecting portions 4 in the
stator core 3. The division shape (shape of the dividing
lines 5) of the connecting portions 4 in the stator core 3
is not limited to that shown in FIG. 5, etc. and various
modifications are possible. Particularly, as shown in FIG.
11, it is preferred to adopt a division shape of the con-
necting portions 4 such that each dividing line 5 consists
of a straight line. This makes it possible to suppress dis-
tortion and stress concentration at the first connecting
end 4a and the second connecting end 4b of the divided
iron core pieces 7a, 7b as well as performance degrada-
tion (iron loss increase) of the stator core 3, while pre-
venting the stator core pieces 7 in the manufactured sta-
tor core 3 from being separated inadvertently.

[0040] Inthe foregoing example, the dividing line 5 has
the same shape for the two types of stator core pieces 7
configured to have different connection strengths of the
connecting portions 4 (namely, partially punched or fully
punched), but in a case where the punching of the con-
necting portions 4 for the two types is not performed in
the same step, the dividing line 5 may have different
shapes.

[0041] Further, various modifications may be made on
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the overall shape of the stator core 3 (the overall external
shape, the shapes of various parts such as the teeth and
the yoke, the positions and number of the divisions in
each stator core piece 7, etc.). For example, as shown
in later-described FIGS. 15 and 16, configuration may be
made such that a single stator core piece 7 has a single
tooth T2.

(Second Embodiment)

[0042] FIG. 12 is an explanatory diagram showing a
part of a progressive die machine 1 and the strip layout
thereof according to the second embodiment of the
present invention, FIG. 13 is a plan view showing a con-
necting portion of a stator core piece 7 in the stator core
3, and FIG. 14 is a plan view showing a modification of
the connecting portion of the stator core piece 7 shown
in FIG. 13. FIG. 13 is a diagram corresponding to FIG. 2
in the first embodiment described above. InFIGS. 13 and
14, structural elements similar to those of the first em-
bodiment are denoted by the same reference signs. Also,
with regard to the second embodiment, elements that are
not particularly mentioned in the following are the same
as those in the above-described first embodiment, and
a detailed description thereof is omitted.

[0043] In the progressive die machine 1 and the man-
ufacturing method for the stator core 3 according to the
second embodiment, as a preceding step of step (7) in
the first embodiment, (8a) punching of notch holes K for
the connecting portions 4 by a punch P8a (step (8a)) is
added. This punch P8a is provided with a cam mecha-
nism similar to the cam mechanism 31 in the first em-
bodiment described above, and the punching operation
of the punch P8a is performed selectively, though it is
selected here whether or not to perform the punching
operation using the punch P8a. Further, as a post step
of step (7), punching for dividing each connecting portion
4 of the stator core piece 7 with a punch P8b is performed
(step (8b)) similarly to step (8) in the first embodiment,
though in this embodiment the punch P8b performs only
full punching (or partial punching) and it is selected by
the cam mechanism whether or not to perform the full
punching using the punch P8b.

[0044] In the aforementioned step (8a), as a result of
punching of the notch holes K, a slit 51 extending from
an inner peripheral edge toward an outer periphery of
each connecting portion 4 of the stator core piece 7 is
formed as shown in FIG. 13. The slit 51 is configured to
have a circumferential width of about 1 mm, and a sub-
stantially semi-circular end 51a adjoining an outer pe-
ripheral edge of the connecting portion 4 via a region
(hereinafter referred to as a "narrow portion 52") having
a length of about 0.5 to 1.0 mm, for example. By forming
the slit 51 as described above to thereby cause the con-
necting portion 4 to have a width (minimum width) smaller
than the width of the other portion (outer peripheral edge
portion of the stator core piece 7), the connecting portion
4 can be made easier to separate (namely, the connec-
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tion strength can be lowered).

[0045] This step (8a) may be performed instead of par-
tial punching (or full punching) in the first embodiment
described above. Namely, this step may be performed
selectively such that a single stator core 3 includes at
least one stator core piece 7 formed with the notch holes
K and at least one stator core pieces 7 not formed with
the notch holes K. On the other hand, in step (8b), full
punching (or partial punching) is performed on the stator
core pieces 7 not formed with the notch holes K in step
(8a). Thereby, as shown by imaginary lines in FIG. 13,
each stator core piece 7 not formed with the notch holes
K is provided with connecting portions 4 each divided
into the protruding portion 21 and the recessed portion
22 at the positions corresponding to the aforementioned
slits 51 (positions overlapping therewith in the axial di-
rection of the rotor core 2). Thus, by forming the narrow
portion 52 at each connecting portion 4 of some of the
stator core pieces 7 constituting a single stator core 3
while performing full punching (or partial punching) on
the connecting portions 4 of the other stator core pieces
7 similarly to the above-described first embodiment, it is
possible, as in the first embodiment, to stack two types
of stator core pieces 7 having mutually different connec-
tion strengths between the divided iron core pieces 7a,
7b. It is also possible to make a configuration such that
adividing line 5 as described above is formed in the nar-
row portion 52.

[0046] Thus, in the progressive die machine 1 and the
manufacturing method for the stator core 3 according to
the second embodiment, by varying the numbers (com-
position ratio) and positions of the stator core pieces 7
formed with the narrow portions 52 and the stator core
pieces 7 processed with full punching (or partial punch-
ing), the connection strength of the (entire) connecting
portions 4 in the stator core 3 can be adjusted easily.
[0047] Itisto be noted thatthe shape of the notch holes
K formed in step (8a) may be modified in various ways.
For example, as shown in FIG. 14(A), the slit 51 may be
configured to have a circumferential width of about 1 mm
and a substantially circular end 51a with a diameter of
about 2 mm.

[0048] Further, as shown in FIG. 14(B), for example,
configuration may be made such that an open end 51b
of the slit 51 has a largest width (for example, 2 mm) and
the slit 51 is tapered toward the outer periphery. In this
case, the end 51a may be substantially semi-circular sim-
ilarly to that shown in FIG. 13.

[0049] Step (8a)was described above as anindepend-
ent step, but when the notch holes K are formed only in
the iron core lamina at the lowermost layer of the stator
core 3, for example, it is possible to form the notch holes
K at the same time with the punching (step (9)) for the
crimping and separating holes C3 described in the first
embodiment.
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(Third Embodiment)

[0050] FIG.15andFIG. 16 are each a plan view show-
ing a stator core piece according to the third embodiment
of the present invention. In FIGS. 15 and 16, structural
elements similar to those in the first or second embodi-
ment are denoted by the same reference signs. Also,
with regard to the third embodiment, elements that are
not particularly mentioned in the following are the same
as those in the above-described first or second embod-
iment, and a detailed description thereof is omitted.
[0051] Inthe above-described firstand second embod-
iments, the progressive die machine 1 and the manufac-
turing method for the stator core 3 were configured so
as to stack two types of stator core pieces 7 having mu-
tually different connection strengths between the divided
iron core pieces 7a, 7b, but the way of stacking such two
types of stator core pieces 7 is not limited to these em-
bodiments.

[0052] For example, as shown in FIGS. 15 and 16, it
is possible to provide independent two punching steps
(first and second connecting-portion punching steps)
similar to step (8) in the first embodiment, to form two
types of stator core pieces 7 having different shapes of
the connecting portion 4. In this case, it is possible, for
example, that in the first connecting-portion punching
step, punching is performed to divide each connecting
portion 4 along a straight dividing line 5 shown in FIG.
15, while in the second connecting-portion punching
step, punching is performed to divide each connecting
portion 4 along a curved dividing line 5 shown in FIG. 16
to form the first connecting end 4a of the first divided iron
core piece 7a having the protruding portion 21 protruding
in the circumferential direction and the second connect-
ing end 4b of the second divided iron core piece 7b having
the recessed portion 22 with a shape complementary to
the protruding portion 21.

[0053] Thus, by providing a punching step correspond-
ing to a different punching shape (here, shape of the di-
viding line 5) for the connecting portions 4 of some of the
stator core pieces 7 constituting a single stator core 3, it
is possible to stack two types of stator core pieces 7 hav-
ing mutually different connection strengths between the
divided iron core pieces 7a, 7b, similarly to the first and
second embodiments.

[0054] Accordingly, by varying the numbers (composi-
tion ratio) and positions of the stator core pieces 7 shown
in FIG. 15 and FIG. 16, the connection strength of the
(entire) connecting portions 4 in the stator core 3 can be
adjusted easily.

[0055] The present invention has been described in
the foregoing based on the specific embodiments there-
of, but these embodiments are for illustrative purposes
only, and the present invention is not limited to these
embodiments. For example, in the above embodiment,
description was made of an example in which two types
ofiron core laminae having different connection strengths
at the connecting portions were used, but the present
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invention is not limited to this, and the laminated iron core
may be configured using three or more types of iron core
laminae having different connection strengths at the con-
necting portions. Further, in the foregoing embodiments,
the stacked iron core laminae were joined together by
crimping, but the present invention is not limited to this,
and the iron core laminae may be joined by means of an
adhesive, laser welding, etc. Not all of the structural el-
ements of the manufacturing method for a laminated iron
core and the manufacturing device for a laminated iron
core shown in the above embodiments regarding the
present invention are necessarily indispensable, and
they may be selectively used as appropriate at least with-
out departing from the scope of the present invention.

GLOSSARY

[0056]

1 progressive die machine (manufacturing
device for a laminated iron core)

3 stator core (laminated iron core)

4 connecting portion

4a first connecting end

4b second connecting end

5 dividing line

7 stator core piece (iron core lamina)

31 cam mechanism

40 partially punched piece

41 pushing plate

45 fully punched piece

51 slit

P1to P12 punch

Claims

1. A method for manufacturing a divided laminated iron
core by punching iron core laminae from a sheet steel
strip such that each iron core lamina includes a plu-
rality of divided iron core pieces connected with each
other in a circumferential direction, and stacking a
plurality of the iron core laminae, wherein the iron
core laminae include firstiron core laminae and sec-
ond iron core laminae, the method comprising:

a first connecting-portion punching step of
punching each of connecting portions between
divided iron core pieces constituting each first
iron core lamina, in the sheet steel strip;

a second connecting-portion punching step of
punching each of connecting portions between
divided iron core pieces constituting each sec-
ondiron core lamina, in the sheet steel strip; and
a stacking step of stacking at least one of the
first iron core laminae and at least one of the
second iron core laminae and joining together
the stacked iron core laminae,
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wherein the connecting portions between the di-
vided iron core pieces of each firstiron core lam-
ina are configured to be separated more easily
than the connecting portions between the divid-
ed iron core pieces of each second iron core
lamina.

The manufacturing method for a divided laminated
iron core according to claim 1, wherein the first con-
necting-portion punching step includes full punching
for dividing each of the connecting portions of each
first iron core lamina along a first dividing line, and
the second connecting-portion punching step in-
cludes partial punching for dividing each of the con-
necting portions of each second iron core lamina
along a second dividing line.

The manufacturing method for a divided laminated
iron core according to claim 1, wherein the first con-
necting-portion punching step includes punching for
dividing each of the connecting portions of each first
iron core lamina along a first dividing line, and

the second connecting-portion punching step in-
cludes punching for forming a slit in each of the con-
necting portions of each second iron core lamina.

The manufacturing method for a divided laminated
iron core according to claim 2 or 3, wherein the first
dividing line consists of a straight line.

The manufacturing method for a divided laminated
iron core according to any one of claims 1to 4, where-
in a punching shape of the connecting portions of
the first iron core laminae obtained by the first con-
necting-portion punching step is different from a
punching shape of the connecting portions of the
second iron core laminae obtained by the second
connecting-portion punching step.

The manufacturing method for a divided laminated
iron core according to any one of claims 1to 5, where-
in one of the second iron core laminae is disposed
at an uppermost or lowermost layer of the laminated
iron core.

The manufacturing method for a divided laminated
iron core according to any one of claims 1to 5, where-
in one of the second iron core laminae is disposed
at an uppermost or lower layer of the laminated iron
core.

The manufacturing method for a divided laminated
iron core according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the first
connecting-portion punching step and the second
connecting-portion punching step are performed by
a same punch configured to selectively perform
punching for the first connecting-portion punching
step and punching for the second connecting-portion
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punching step.

A device for manufacturing a divided laminated iron
core by punching iron core laminae from a sheet steel
strip such that each iron core lamina includes a plu-
rality of divided iron core pieces connected with each
other in a circumferential direction, and stacking a
plurality of the iron core laminae, wherein the iron
core laminae include firstiron core laminae and sec-
ond iron core laminae, the device comprising:

a first connecting-portion punching section for
punching connecting portions between divided
iron core pieces constituting each first iron core
lamina, in the sheet steel strip;

a second connecting-portion punching section
for punching connecting portions between divid-
ed iron core pieces constituting each second
iron core lamina, in the sheet steel strip; and

a stacking section for stacking at least one of
the first iron core laminae and at least one of the
second iron core laminae and joining together
the stacked iron core laminae,

wherein the connecting portions between the di-
vided iron core pieces of each firstiron core lam-
ina are configured to be separated more easily
than the connecting portions between the divid-
ed iron core pieces of each second iron core
lamina.
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