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Description

STATE OF THE ART

[0001] The present invention relates to a packet of
smoke articles configured for housing a group of smoke
articles of reduced dimension, i.e. a group of smoke ar-
ticles having a longitudinal dimension that is less than or
the same as a larger transverse dimension of the packet.
[0002] In the following description for the sake of brev-
ity reference will be made to a rigid hinged-lid packet of
cigarettes without the present invention being thereby
narrowed in scope.

BACKGROUND ART

[0003] Rigid hinged-lid packets of cigarettes of tradi-
tional type are currently the most widespread packets of
cigarettes on the market because they are easy to make,
are easy and practical to use and offer good mechanical
protection to the cigarettes contained therein.
[0004] A rigid hinged-lid packet of cigarettes comprises
an inner package of metal foil that completely wraps a
group of cigarettes, and an outer container that houses
the inner package internally and is provided with a hinged
lid. The outer container is cup-shaped, houses the group
of cigarettes and has an open top end, whereas the lid,
which is also cup-shaped, is hinged to the outer container
to rotate, with respect to the outer container, between an
open and a closed position of the open end. An inner
frame is further provided, which is folded as a "U" and is
connected inside the outer container to protrude partially
outside the open end and engage a corresponding inner
surface of the lid when the lid is positioned in the closed
position.
[0005] Nevertheless, the packets of traditional type are
unsuitable for housing a group of cigarettes of reduced
longitudinal dimension inasmuch as, when only a few
cigarettes are present, they could fall into positions from
which it is difficult to extract the cigarettes.
[0006] In order to overcome this drawback, packets of
cigarettes have been developed that are known as "twin
packets" or "double pocket packets". A twin packet con-
sists of two inner semi-packets that are provided with
respective metal foil inner packages, are coupled with a
single inner frame a central portion of which is folded as
a book and is interposed between the semi-packets, and
are arranged alongside within the same outer container
provided with a hinged lid.
[0007] It is known that tobacco is very sensitive to the
effects of the external environment, inasmuch as in con-
tact with the atmosphere its organoleptic characteristics
tend to vary both by the effect of variations in humidity
(tobacco may dry excessively or absorb too much mois-
ture) and by the evaporation of the volatile substances
with which the tobacco has been impregnated (especially
in the case of cigarettes with particular aromas such as
menthol).

[0008] To preserve the integrity of the tobacco of the
cigarettes, the aforesaid twin packets are then cello-
phane-wrapped, i.e. they are wrapped in a heat-sealable
overwrapping of airtight plastic material. Nevertheless,
the heat-sealable overwrapping might not be sufficient
to fully preserve the organoleptic characteristics of the
tobacco contained in a packet of cigarettes, in particular
when the packet of cigarettes is consumed some time
after manufacture. Further, when the packet is first
opened, the overwrapping is removed and thus exposing
the tobacco of the cigarettes contained in the packet to
the outer environment; if the cigarettes contained in the
packet are not consumed rapidly after the first opening
of the packet, the organoleptic characteristics of the to-
bacco contained in the residual cigarettes can be notice-
ably deteriorated.
[0009] In order to remedy the aforesaid drawback,
packets have been developed known as "sealed twin
packets" of the type disclosed in international patent ap-
plications WO2010/026020A1 and WO02/30790A2.
[0010] Documents WO2010/026020A1 and
WO02/30790A2 disclose rigid packets of cigarettes com-
prising an outer container provided with a hinged lid that
houses two separated groups of cigarettes. Such packets
are provided with an airtight inner package, which is heat-
sealed and comprises a sheet of heat-sealable material
that forms an airtight barrier. In the packets disclosed in
international patent applications WO2010/026020A1
and WO02/30790A2, the inner package has two ciga-
rettes extraction openings, one for each separate group
of cigarettes, which are closed by respective reclosable
adhesive panels. The reclosable adhesive panels are
each provided with a reusable adhesive strip that does
not dry that enables the respective panel to be locked
several times in a closed position of the corresponding
cigarettes extraction opening. Further, in such packets,
inside the inner package, a rigid inner frame is arranged.
The rigid inner frame embraces the group of cigarettes,
has a front wall, a pair of lateral walls and a central portion
folded as a book, and has the function of protecting the
cigarettes during folding and heat-sealing of the inner
package sheet of heat-sealable material, and, by the fold-
ed central portion, separating the two groups of ciga-
rettes.
[0011] The packets disclosed in WO2010/026020A1
and WO02/30790A2 enable one group of cigarettes to
be consumed first and, subsequently, the remaining
group of cigarettes to be consumed, thus preserving bet-
ter over time the organoleptic characteristics of the to-
bacco contained in the group of cigarettes consumed
subsequently.
[0012] A drawback of the packets disclosed in
WO2010/026020A1 and WO02/30790A2, is that in order
to extract a cigarette from the packet, the user has to
open the lid firstly and subsequently has to open one of
the two reclosable adhesive panels, grasping a graspa-
ble tab with which such panels are provided. The oper-
ation of opening the reclosable adhesive panels can be
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quite laborious, especially in the case of a user who has
reduced manual dexterity, because the graspable tabs
of the panels have reduced dimensions, i.e. of a few mil-
limetres.
[0013] It has thus been proposed to increase the di-
mensions of the graspable tabs.
[0014] Nevertheless, such graspable tabs of increased
dimensions inevitably exit form a lower edge of the lid,
making it more difficult to maintain the lid in the closed
position, tend to catch against outer objects, causing the
lid to open accidentally, and compromise the aesthetics
of the packet of cigarettes with the lid closed.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0015] The object of the present invention is to provide
a packet of smoke articles that is free from the drawbacks
described above, i.e. that is at the same time easy and
inexpensive to manufacture.
[0016] According to the present invention a packet of
smoke articles is provided as claimed in the appended
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] The present invention will now be disclosed with
reference to the accompanying drawings, which illustrate
an embodiment thereof by way of non-limiting example,
in which:

- figure 1 is a front axonometric view and in a closed
configuration of a packet of cigarettes made accord-
ing to the present invention;

- figure 2 is a rear axonometric view and in a closed
configuration of the packet of cigarettes of figure 1;

- figure 3 is a front axonometric view and in an open
configuration of the packet of cigarettes of figure 1;

- figure 4 is a front axonometric view and in another
open configuration of the packet of cigarettes of fig-
ure 1;

- figure 5 is a side view and in an open configuration
of the packet of cigarettes of figure 1;

- figure 6 is a front axonometric view of a first inner
package included in the packet of cigarettes of figure
1;

- figure 7 is a rear axonometric view of the first inner
package of figure 6;

- figure 8 is a front axonometric view of a second inner
package included in the packet of cigarettes of figure
1;

- figure 9 is a rear axonometric view of the second
inner package of figure 8;

- figure 10 is a front axonometric view of a stiffener
housed in the first inner package of figure 6 and in
the second inner package of figure 8;

- figure 11 is a view of a blank used to make the stiff-
ener of figure 10;

- figure 12 is a front view of a first sealing flap included

in the packet of cigarettes of figure 1;
- figure 13 is a front view of a second sealing flap in-

cluded in the packet of cigarettes of figure 1;
- figures 13A, 13B and 13C are front views of compo-

nents constituting the second sealing flap of figure
13;

- figure 14 is a view of a blank used to make an outer
container of the packet of cigarettes of figure 1;

- figure 15 is a view of a wrapper sheet used to make
the first inner package of figure 6;

- figure 16 is a view of a wrapper sheet used to make
the second inner package of figure 8.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0018] In figures 1 to 4, number 1 indicates as a whole
a rigid packet of cigarettes extending along a longitudinal
axis A parallel to a longitudinal axis of prevalent extent
of the cigarettes.
[0019] The packet of cigarettes 1 comprises an outer
container 2, a lid 3, which is hinged behind to the outer
container 2 along a hinge 4 to rotate between a closed
position (illustrated in figures 1 and 2) and an open po-
sition (illustrated in figures 3 and 4), a first inner package
5, that encloses a first group 6 of cigarettes and is housed
inside the outer container 2, and a second inner package
7, that encloses a second group 8 of cigarettes and is
housed inside the outer container 2 alongside the first
inner package 5.
[0020] The container 2 is of rigid type, i.e. is formed by
a rigid wrapping material, is cup-shaped, has a parallel-
pipedon shape and has an open top end 9, a bottom wall
10 opposite the open top end 9, a front wall 11 and a rear
wall 12 that are parallel to and opposite one another, and
a first lateral wall 13 and a second lateral wall 14 that are
parallel to one another and interposed between the walls
11 e 12.
[0021] In the container 2, between the respectively
front and rear walls 11 and 12 and the lateral walls 13,
14 four longitudinal edges are defined that are arranged
parallel to the cigarettes of the first group 6 and of the
second group 8 of cigarettes. In the container 2, between
the walls 11, 12, 13 and 14 and the bottom wall 10 four
transverse edges are defined that are arranged perpen-
dicularly to the cigarettes of the first group 6 and of the
second group 8 of cigarettes.
[0022] The length of the diagonal of the bottom wall 10
of the container 2 is greater than or the same as the
longitudinal dimension, i.e. measured parallel to the lon-
gitudinal axis A, of the cigarettes constituting the first
group 6 and the second group 8 of cigarettes.
[0023] The lid 3 is cup-shaped, has a parallelpipedon
shape, and has a top wall 12, parallel to and opposite
the bottom wall 10 of the container 2 when the lid 3 is
arranged in the closed position, a front wall 16, coplanar
with the front wall 11 of the container 2 when the lid 3 is
arranged in the closed position, a rear wall 17, hinged by
means of the hinge 4 to the rear wall 12 of the container
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2 and coplanar with the rear wall 12 of the container 2
when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed position, a first
lateral wall 18, coplanar with the first lateral wall 13 of
the container 2 when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed
position, and a second lateral wall 19, coplanar with the
second lateral wall 14 of the container 2 when the lid 3
is arranged in the closed position.
[0024] In the lid 3, between the respectively front and
rear walls 16 and 17 and the lateral walls 18, 19, four
longitudinal edges are defined that are arranged parallel
to the cigarettes of the first group 6 and of the second
group 8 of cigarettes. In the lid 3, between the walls 16,
17, 18 and 19 and the top wall 15 four transverse edges
are defined that are arranged perpendicularly to the cig-
arettes of the first group 6 and of the second group 8 of
cigarettes. In the embodiments illustrated in the accom-
panying figures all the edges are sharp; according to oth-
er embodiments that are not illustrated and are complete-
ly equivalent part of the longitudinal and/or transverse
edges can be chamfered or rounded.
[0025] According to what is illustrated in figures 3 to 7,
the first inner package 5, in particular of the sealed type,
has a parallelpipedon shape and has a top wall 20 and
a bottom wall 21 that are parallel to and opposite one
another and face respectively, when the lid 3 is arranged
in the closed position, an inner surface of the top wall 15
of the lid 3 and an inner surface of the bottom wall 10 of
the container 2, a front wall 22 and a rear wall 23 that are
parallel to and opposite one another and face respec-
tively, when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed position,
inner surfaces of the front walls 11, 16 respectively of the
container 2 and of the lid 3 and an inner surface of the
rear wall 12 of the container 2, and a first lateral wall 24
and a second lateral wall 25 that are parallel to one an-
other and interposed between the walls 22 and 23 that
respectively face, when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed
position, an inner surface of the first lateral wall 13 of the
container 2 and an inner surface of the first lateral wall
18 of the lid 3, and an outer surface of a first lateral wall
26 of the second inner package 7.
[0026] The first inner package 5 is made by folding a
wrapper sheet 27, illustrated in figure 15 made of metal
or transparent foil, i.e. of heat-sealable soft inner package
material devoid of rigidity, around the first group 6 of cig-
arettes (such as to be in direct contact with the cigarettes
of the first group 6 of cigarettes) and is stabilised by heat-
sealing.
[0027] The first inner package 5 further comprises a
first cigarettes extraction opening 28, which is arranged
at the top wall 20 and at the front wall 22 of the first inner
package 5 and is bounded by a separating line 29, illus-
trated by a dotted line in figures 6 and 7. The separating
line 29 can be separated from the start from the remaining
part of the first inner package 5 or can be tearable, can
be typically a perforated line, to be torn completely at the
first opening of the packet 1 of cigarettes. Generally, it is
preferable that the separating line 29 is tearable to sim-
plify handling of the wrapper sheet 27 used to form the

first inner package 5.
[0028] According to what is illustrated in figures 3, 4,
6 and 7, the length of the diagonal of the bottom wall 21
of the first inner package 5 is less than the longitudinal
dimension of the cigarettes constituting the first group 6
of cigarettes, this preventing the cigarettes of the first
group 6 of cigarettes falling and getting stuck on the bot-
tom of the first inner package 5 and making extraction of
even the last cigarettes easy.
[0029] According to what is illustrated in figures 3 to 7
and 12, the packet of cigarettes 1 comprises a first sealing
flap 30 that is reusable for closing the first cigarettes ex-
traction opening 28 of the first inner package 5.
[0030] The first sealing flap 30 is of the "open & close"
type, covers, when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed
position, the first extraction opening 28 of the first inner
package 5, and is superimposed on the rear wall 23, on
the top wall 20 and on the front wall 22 of the first inner
package 5. The first sealing flap 30 is fixed to the first
inner package 5 by a repositionable adhesive that does
not dry (i.e. always remains sticky), i.e. of the adhesive
that enables the parts to be separated and then to be
joined again even after a long lapse of time; in this man-
ner, the first sealing flap 30 adheres, when the lid 3 is
arranged in the closed position, to the first inner package
5 to close (seal) the first extraction opening 28 and can
be temporarily lifted from the first inner package 5 to free
the first extraction opening 28 and thus enable a cigarette
to be extracted through the first extraction opening 28.
[0031] In other words, the presence of the reposition-
able adhesive that does not dry, which is applied to a
lower surface of the first sealing flap 30, causes tempo-
rary gluing (i.e. that is separated in use) between the
portion of the first inner package 5 that surrounds the
separating line 29, i.e. that surrounds the first extraction
opening 28, and the first sealing flap 30, to enable the
first sealing flap 30 to be partially separated several times
(i.e. at every opening of the packet 1 of cigarettes) from
the first inner package 5 and then be fixed again to the
first inner package 5.
[0032] The first sealing flap 30 further comprises a per-
manent adhesive that causes the permanent gluing, i.e.
that is never separated even in use, of the portion of the
first inner package 5 enclosed inside the separating line
29, i.e. at the first extraction opening 28, to the first sealing
flap 30; thus, when the first sealing flap 30 is raised from
the first inner package 5 the portion of the first inner pack-
age 5 enclosed inside the separating line 29, i.e. at the
first extraction opening 28, lifts up together with the first
sealing flap 30, freeing the first extraction opening 28.
[0033] According to what is illustrated in figures 3 to 6
and 12, the first sealing flap 30 is provided with a first
connecting tab 31, which is devoid of repositionable ad-
hesive.
[0034] The first connecting tab 31 of the first sealing
flap 30 is connected permanently and non separably,
preferably by gluing, to an inner surface of the lid 3 so
that opening and closing the lid 3 also simultaneously
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opens and closes the first sealing flap 30. In particular,
an outer surface 32 (illustrated in figure 6) of the first
connecting tab 31 of the first sealing flap 30 is glued by
spots of permanent glue (i.e. that dries and is not repo-
sitionable) to an inner surface of the front wall 16 of the
lid 2. More precisely, the outer surface 32 of the first con-
necting tab 31 of the first sealing flap 30 is glued by spots
of permanent glue to a reinforcing flap 33 of the lid 2.
[0035] In this manner, the first connecting tab 31 of the
first sealing flap 30 remains spread and separated from
the remaining part of the first sealing flap 30 and, during
opening of the lid 3, the first sealing flap 30 forms an "S"
shape (illustrated schematically in figure 5). According
to a different embodiment that is not illustrated, one por-
tion of the first sealing flap 30 that is different from the
first connecting tab 31 could be glued in a permanent
and non-separable manner to the inner surface of the lid
3 in addition to or in replacement of the first connecting
tab 31; in the latter case, the first sealing flap 30 could
be devoid of the first connecting tab 31.
[0036] According to another embodiment that is not
illustrated, an inner surface of the first connecting tab 31
of the first sealing flap 30 is glued by spots of permanent
glue to the inner surface of the front wall 16 of the lid 3,
in particular to the reinforcing flap 33 of the lid 2. In this
case, the first connecting tab 31 of the first sealing flap
30 is folded 180° onto the remaining part of the first seal-
ing flap 30 and, during opening of the lid 3, the first sealing
flap 30 forms a "U" shape.
[0037] Owing to the fact of making the first connecting
tab 31 of the first sealing flap 30 permanently integral
with the lid 3 it is possible to obtain simultaneous lifting
of the first sealing flap 30 together with the lid 3. Lifting
the first sealing flap 30 from the first inner package 5
during opening of the lid 3 occurs gently and gradually
without stress to the cigarettes contained in the first inner
package 5; further, the descent of the first sealing flap
30 onto the first inner package 5 during closing of the lid
3 occurs gently and gradually, enabling the first sealing
flap 30 to wrap in sequence and with precision the profile
of the first inner package 5.
[0038] According to the present invention, the first con-
necting tab 31 is separated from the remaining part of
the first sealing flap 30 by a weakening line 34 (illustrated
in figures 6 and 12). The function of the weakening line
34 is to facilitate folding of the first sealing flap 30 at the
first connecting tab 31 to enable the first sealing flap 30
to be folded at the first connecting tab 31 by applying a
folding force of less intensity (and thus also reducing the
spring-back force with which the first sealing flap 30 tends
to return to the original unfolded position after being fold-
ed at the first connecting tab 31).
[0039] Owing to the presence of the weakening line
34, during movement of the lid 3 and of the first sealing
flap 30 that is integral with the lid 3, the first sealing flap
30 is folded more easily (i.e. with less "force") at the first
connecting tab 31 and thus the first sealing flap 30 is
folded at the first connecting tab 31 by applying less trac-

tion force between the first connecting tab 31 and the
inner surface of the lid 3 (i.e. by subjecting the spots of
glue to less traction). Consequently, owing to the pres-
ence of the weakening line 34 it is possible to reduce the
stress on the spots of glue that connect the first connect-
ing tab 31 of the first sealing flap 30 to the inner surface
of the lid 3 and it is thus possible to reduce significantly
(if not also eliminate completely) the risk that in use the
spots of glue fracture, causing an undesired ungluing of
the first sealing flap 30 from the lid 3.
[0040] Preferably, the weakening line 34 is made by
cutting or removing the material constituting the first seal-
ing flap 30, i.e. by creating a "groove" that affects the
material constituting the first sealing flap 30. According
to the embodiment illustrated in figures 3 to 6, the weak-
ening line 34 is continuous (i.e. extends along the entire
extent of the first connecting tab 34) and consists of a
partial, (i.e. not through) cut of the material constituting
the first sealing flap 30. According to a different embod-
iment that is not illustrated, the weakening line 34 is in-
termittent (i.e. extends in separate portions) and consists
of a complete (i.e. through) cut of the material constituting
the first sealing flap 30. According to a further embodi-
ment that is not illustrated, the weakening line 34 is in-
termittent (i.e. extends in separate portions) and consists
of a partial (i.e. not through) cut of the material constitut-
ing the first sealing flap 30. When the material constituting
the first sealing flap 30 is multilayered (i.e. consists of at
least two layers that are superimposed and joined togeth-
er) and the weakening line 34 consists of a partial cut,
this partial cut could affect completely one layer (or also
several layers) of the material, leaving the remaining lay-
ers (or the remaining layer) of the material whole.
[0041] For example, the weakening line 34 can be
made by blades that cut mechanically the material con-
stituting the first sealing flap 30, or can be made by a
laser beam that removes part of the material constituting
the first sealing flap 30.
[0042] According to what is illustrated in figures 3, 4,
8 and 9, the second inner package 7, in particular of the
sealed type, has a parallelpipedon shape and has a top
wall 35 and a bottom wall 36 that are parallel to and op-
posite one another and face respectively, when the lid 3
is arranged in the closed position, an inner surface of the
top wall 15 of the lid 3 and an inner surface of the bottom
wall 10 of the container 2, a front wall 37 and a rear wall
38 that are parallel to and opposite one another and face
respectively, when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed po-
sition, inner surfaces of the front walls 11, 16 respectively
of the container 2 and of the lid 3 and an inner surface
of the rear wall 12 of the container 2, and the first lateral
wall 26 and a second lateral wall 39 that are parallel to
one another and interposed between the walls 37 and
38, when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed position, to
an outer surface of the second lateral wall 25 of the first
inner package 5 and an inner surface of the second lateral
wall 14 of the outer container 2 and an inner surface of
the second lateral wall 19 of the lid 3.
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[0043] The second inner package 7 is made by folding
a wrapper sheet, illustrated in figure 16, made of metal
or transparent foil, i.e. of heat-sealable soft inner package
material devoid of rigidity, around the second group 8 of
cigarettes (such as to be in direct contact with the ciga-
rettes of the second group 8 of cigarettes) and is stabi-
lised by heat-sealing.
[0044] The second inner package 7 further comprises
a second cigarettes extraction opening 41, which is ar-
ranged at the top wall 35 and at the front wall 37 of the
second inner package 7 and is bounded by a separating
line 42, illustrated by a dotted line in figures 8 and 9. The
separating line 42 can be separated from the start from
the remaining part of the second inner package 7 or can
be tearable, can be typically a perforated line, to be torn
completely at the first opening of the second inner pack-
age 7. Generally, it is preferable that the separating line
42 is tearable to simplify handling of the wrapper sheet
used to form the second inner package 7.
[0045] According to what is illustrated in figures 3, 4,
8 and 9, the length of the diagonal of the bottom wall 36
of the second inner package 7 is less than the longitudinal
dimension of the cigarettes constituting the second group
8 of cigarettes, this preventing the cigarettes of the sec-
ond group 8 of cigarettes falling and getting stuck on the
bottom of the second inner package 7 and making ex-
traction of even the last cigarettes easy.
[0046] According to what is illustrated in figures 3, 4,
8, 9, 13, 13A-C, the packet of cigarettes 1 comprises a
second sealing flap 43 that is reusable for closing the
second cigarettes extraction opening 41 of the second
inner package 7.
[0047] The second sealing flap 43 is of the "open &
close" type, i.e. enables the second extraction opening
41 of the second inner package 7 to be opened and
closed, and is superimposed on the rear wall 38, on the
top wall 35 and on the front wall 37 of the second inner
package 7. The second sealing flap 43 is fixed to the
second inner package 7 by a repositionable adhesive
that does not dry (i.e. always remains sticky), i.e. of the
adhesive that enables the parts to be separated and then
to be joined again even after a long lapse of time; in this
manner, the second sealing flap 43 adheres to the sec-
ond inner package 7 to close (seal) the second extraction
opening 41 and can be temporarily lifted from the second
inner package 7 to free the second extraction opening
41 and thus enable a cigarette to be extracted through
the second extraction opening 41.
[0048] In other words, the presence of the reposition-
able adhesive that does not dry, which is applied to a
lower surface of the second sealing flap 43, causes tem-
porary gluing (i.e. that is separated in use) between the
portion of the second inner package 7 that surrounds the
separating line 42, i.e. that surrounds the second extrac-
tion opening 41, and the second sealing flap 43, to enable
the second sealing flap 43 to be partially separated sev-
eral times (i.e. at every opening of the second inner pack-
age 7) from the second inner package 7 and then be fixed

again to the second inner package 7.
[0049] The second sealing flap 43 further comprises a
permanent adhesive that causes the permanent gluing,
i.e. that is never separated even in use, of the portion of
the second inner package 7 enclosed inside the sepa-
rating line 42, i.e. at the second extraction opening 41,
to the second sealing flap 43; thus, when the second
sealing flap 43 is raised from the second inner package
7 the portion of the second inner package 7 enclosed
inside the separating line 42, i.e. at the second extraction
opening 41, lifts up together with the second sealing flap
43, freeing the second extraction opening 41.
[0050] The second sealing flap 43 further comprises a
removable tab 44.
[0051] The removable tab 44 is arranged at least par-
tially below the front wall 16 of the lid 3 when the lid 3 is
arranged in the closed position.
[0052] Preferably, the tab 44 has a graspable flap 45
that facilitates the removal thereof from the second seal-
ing flap 43.
[0053] According to what is illustrated in figures 8, 13
and 13B, the second sealing flap 43 is provided with a
second connecting tab 46, which is devoid of reposition-
able adhesive.
[0054] In particular, the second connecting tab 46 com-
prises an inner surface 47 (illustrated in figure 4) facing
the front wall 37 of the second inner package 7 and devoid
of repositionable adhesive, and an outer surface 48 (il-
lustrated in figures 13 and 13B), opposite the inner sur-
face 47, and facing an inner surface of the front wall 16
of the lid 3 when the lid 3 is arranged in the closed position.
More precisely, the outer surface 48 of the second con-
necting tab 46 of the second sealing flap 43 faces the
reinforcing flap 33 of the lid 3 when the lid 3 is arranged
in the closed position.
[0055] The outer surface 48 of the second connecting
tab 46 comprises an end portion 49 that is glued in a
permanent and non-separable manner, preferably by
gluing, to a corresponding end portion 50 of the second
sealing flap 43.
[0056] On the remaining part of the outer surface 48
of the second connecting tab 46 a layer of adhesive ma-
terial is provided, which is then arranged between the
second sealing flap 43 and the lid 3 when the lid 3 is
arranged in the closed position.
[0057] On the layer of adhesive material the removable
tab 44 disclosed above is positioned. The layer of adhe-
sive material is then interposed between the remaining
part of the outer surface 48 of the second connecting tab
46 and an inner surface of the removable tab 44. The
latter is defined as removable as it is separable from the
layer of adhesive material. According to the present in-
vention, the end portion 49 of the outer surface 48 of the
second connecting tab 46 is separated from the remain-
ing part of the outer surface 48 (on which the layer of
adhesive material is provided) by a weakening line 64
(illustrated in figures 13 and 13B). The function of the
weakening line 64 is to facilitate folding of the second
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connecting tab 46 at the end portion 50 of the second
sealing flap 43 to enable the second connecting tab 46
to be fold at the end portion 50 of the second sealing flap
43 by applying a folding force of less intensity (and thus
also reducing the spring-back force with which the sec-
ond connecting tab 46 tends to return to the original un-
folded position after being folded at the end portion 50
of the second sealing flap 43).
[0058] Owing to the presence of the weakening line
64, during movement of the lid 3 and of the second sealing
flap 43 (when, as disclosed below, the second sealing
flap 43 is glued to the lid 3), the second connecting tab
46 is folded more easily (i.e. with less "force") at the end
portion 50 of the second sealing flap 43 and thus the
second connecting tab 46 is folded at the end portion 50
of the second sealing flap 43 by applying less traction
forces between the second connecting tab 46 and the
inner surface of the lid 3 (i.e. by subjecting the spots of
glue to less traction). Consequently, owing to the pres-
ence of the weakening line 64 it is possible to reduce the
stress to the layer of adhesive material that connects (as
disclosed below) the second connecting tab 46 of the
second sealing flap 43 to the inner surface of the lid 3
and it is thus possible to reduce significantly (if not also
eliminate completely) the risk that in use undesired un-
gluing of the second sealing flap 43 from the lid 3 occurs.
[0059] Preferably, the weakening line 64 is made by
cutting or removing the material constituting the second
connecting tab 46, i.e. by creating a "groove" that affects
the material constituting the second connecting tab 46.
The weakening line 64 is continuous (i.e. extends along
the entire extent of the second connecting tab 46) and
consists of a partial (i.e. not through) cut of the material
constituting the second connecting tab 46. According to
a different embodiment that is not illustrated, the weak-
ening line 64 is intermittent (i.e. extends in separate por-
tions) and consists of a complete (i.e. through) cut of the
material constituting the second connecting tab 46. Ac-
cording to a further embodiment that is not illustrated, la
weakening line 64 is intermittent (i.e. extends in separate
portions) and consists of a partial (i.e. not through) cut
of the material constituting the second connecting tab 46.
[0060] For example, the weakening line 64 can be
made by blades that cut mechanically the material con-
stituting the second connecting tab 46, or can be made
by a laser beam that removes part of the material con-
stituting the second connecting tab 46.
[0061] In use, once the removable tab 44 has been
removed, the layer of underlying adhesive material is un-
covered.
[0062] It should be observed that in the closed condi-
tion of the packet 1 of cigarettes, the tab 44 and the
graspable flap 45 thereof are hidden by the lid 3, and in
particular by the front wall 16 thereof.
[0063] Consequently, in order to remove the remova-
ble tab 44 from the second connecting tab 46, and thus
from the second sealing flap 43, the consumer is forced
to raise the lid 3. Preferably, the removable tab 44 is

removed along a direction that is transverse to the axis
A of prevalent longitudinal extent of the packet 1 of cig-
arettes.
[0064] In use, removing the removable tab 44 from the
second connecting tab 46, by the graspable flap 45, is
at the discretion of the consumer.
[0065] Advantageously, if the removable tab 44 is re-
moved, leaving the layer of underlying adhesive material
uncovered, the second sealing flap 43, by means of the
second connecting tab 46, connects automatically to the
lid 3, such that the second inner package 7 is opened or
closed by simultaneous opening and closing of the lid 3.
[0066] The permanent gluing of the lid 3 to the second
sealing flap 43, i.e. to the second connecting tab 46, by
means of the layer of adhesive material, can be facilitated
by the consumer by pressing on the front wall 16 of the
lid 3.
[0067] In this manner, an inner surface of the front wall
16 of the lid 3, i.e. of the reinforcing flap 33, is fixed to
the layer of adhesive material.
[0068] The operation of connecting of the lid 3 to the
second sealing flap 43, i.e. to the second connecting tab
46, thus occurs with the second sealing flap 43 arranged
in the closed position of the second inner package 7.
[0069] It should be observed that once the lid 3 is con-
nected to the second sealing flap 43, i.e. to the second
connecting tab 46, the consumer opens and closes the
second inner package 7 by simply acting on the lid 3.
[0070] It should be noted that to ensure good fixing
between the lid 3 and the second sealing flap 43, i.e. the
second connecting tab 46, the layer of adhesive material
has to have a defined width, considering the prevalent
longitudinal extent of the packet 1, that permits the grip
between the layer of adhesive material and the inner sur-
face of the front wall 16 of the lid 3, i.e. of the reinforcing
flap 33.
[0071] If the consumer decided not to remove the re-
movable tab 44 from the second sealing flap 43, i.e. from
the second connecting tab 46, the second inner package
7 would be opened and closed manually by removing
and repositioning the second sealing flap 43 (by grasping
the second connecting tab 46).
[0072] Advantageously, the packet 1 of cigarettes dis-
closed above is customisable in the sense that it is the
consumer who decides the manner of opening and clos-
ing the second inner package 7, according to preference.
[0073] Further, removing the removable tab 44 by the
graspable flap 45 and fixing the second sealing flap 43
to the lid 3 by means of the layer of adhesive material
enable the second inner package 7 to be opened and
closed with a single movement.
[0074] According to a different embodiment that is not
illustrated, the second sealing flap 43 comprises at least
two layers of inner package material, the first of which is
external, i.e. faces, when the lid 3 is arranged in the
closed position, the inner surface of the front wall 16 of
the lid 3, and the second is internal, i.e. faces the second
inner package 7.
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[0075] In this manner the first layer defines an outer
surface of the second sealing flap 43 and the second
layer defines an inner surface of the second sealing flap
43. In this embodiment, the layer of adhesive material is
interposed between the first and the second layer. Also,
in this embodiment, the removable tab 44 is separated
from the second sealing flap 43 along at least once cutting
line that defines one of the edges thereof. More precisely,
the cutting line affects the first layer of the second sealing
flap 43. Consequently, in this embodiment, the remova-
ble tab 44 is defined by a portion of the first layer arranged
at least partially above the layer of adhesive material. In
fact, once the removable tab 44 has been removed, the
layer of underlying adhesive material is uncovered. De
facto, the removable tab 44 is obtained by the second
sealing flap 43 by the cutting line. Further, in this embod-
iment, the second connecting tab 46 is a portion of the
second layer of the second sealing flap 43 underneath
the removable tab 44. In this embodiment, the weakening
line 64 consists of the cutting line.
[0076] According to other embodiments that are not
illustrated, the removable tab 44 extends at least partially
outside the outer container 2, in particular, the removable
tab 44 extends outside the lid 3. Advantageously, in such
embodiments, at least the graspable flap 45 of the re-
movable tab 44 extends outside the lid 3 in such a manner
as to enable the removable tab 44 to be removed, pre-
venting the lid 3 from being opened.
[0077] According to another embodiment that is not
illustrated, the lid 3 is provided with shaped incision
through which the graspable flap 45 of the removable tab
44 protrudes. More precisely, the shaped incision is ob-
tained on the front wall 16 of the lid 3 so as to be visible
to the consumer.
[0078] According to a further embodiment that is not
illustrated, the layer of adhesive material with the remov-
able tab 44 superimposed thereupon are arranged on
the inner surface of the front wall 16 of the lid 3.
[0079] According to what is illustrated in figure 10, the
packet of cigarettes 1 further comprises two stiffeners
51, which are commonly known as "inner stiffeners",
which are of rigid type, consist of cardboard or rigid card,
are "U"-shaped and arranged in respectively the first in-
ner package 5 in direct contact with the first group 6 of
cigarettes and inside the second inner package 7 in direct
contact with the second group 8 of cigarettes.
[0080] Each stiffener 51 has:

a front wall 52 facing respectively the front wall 22
of the first inner package 5 and the front wall 37 of
the second inner package 7;
a first lateral wall 53 facing respectively the first lat-
eral wall 24 of the first inner package 5 and the first
lateral wall 26 of the second inner package 7;
a second lateral wall 54 facing respectively the sec-
ond lateral wall 25 of the first inner package 5 and
the second lateral wall 54 of the second inner pack-
age 7;

a first rear wall 55 connected to the first lateral wall
53 and opposite the front wall 52;
a second rear wall 56 connected to the second lateral
wall 54, opposite the front wall 52 and coplanar with
the first rear 55 wall; and
a "U"-shaped recess 63, obtained in the front wall
52 to facilitate extraction of the cigarettes.

[0081] In use, the function of the stiffeners 51 is to pro-
tect the cigarettes during folding and heat-sealing of the
sheets 27, 40 of heat-sealable package material and to
act as an abutment for the closing flaps 30, 43.
[0082] The container 2 and the lid 3 are obtained by
folding around the first inner package 5 and the second
inner package 7 (inside which the respective stiffeners
51 were previously folded around the corresponding
groups 6, 8 of cigarettes) a blank 57, illustrated in figure
14, comprising a plurality of panels that will be marked
with accented reference numbers that are the same as
the reference numbers that mark the corresponding parts
of the container 2 and of the lid 3.
[0083] According to what is illustrated in figure 14, the
blank 57 has two longitudinal folding lines 58 (that define
the longitudinal edges of the container 2 and of the lid 3)
and a plurality of transverse folding lines 59 that define,
between the two longitudinal folding lines 58, a panel 11’
that constitutes the front wall 11 of the container 2, a
panel 10’ that constitutes the bottom wall 10 of the con-
tainer 2 and is directly connected to the panel 11’ along
a transverse folding line 59, a panel 12’ that constitutes
the rear wall 12 of the container 2 and is directly connect-
ed to the panel 10’ along a transverse folding line 59, a
panel 17’ that constitutes the rear wall 17 of the lid 3 and
is directly connected to the panel 12’ along a transverse
folding line 59, a panel 15’ that constitutes the top wall
15 of the lid 3 and is directly connected to the panel 17’
along a transverse folding line 59, a panel 16’ that con-
stitutes the front wall 16 of the lid 3 and is directly con-
nected to the panel 15’ along a transverse folding line 59.
[0084] The blank 57 further comprises a panel 33’ that
constitutes the reinforcing flap 33, which is connected to
the panel 16’ along a transverse folding line 59, is folded
180° onto the panel 16’, and is glued inside the panel 16’.
[0085] The blank 57 further comprises a pair of flaps
13’, 14’ which are arranged on opposite sides of the panel
11’, are connected to the panel 11’ along the two longi-
tudinal folding lines 58, and constitute part of the lateral
walls 13, 14 of the container 2.
[0086] Also, the blank 56 comprises a pair of flaps 13",
14" which are arranged on opposite sides of the panel
12’, are connected to the panel 12’ along the two longi-
tudinal folding lines 58, constitute part of the lateral walls
13, 14 of the container 2, and are glued to and superim-
posed on the corresponding flaps 13’, 14’. Each flap 13",
14" comprises a tab 60 that is folded 90° with respect to
the respective flap 13", 14" and is superimposed on and
glued to the panel 10’.
[0087] The blank 57 further comprises a pair of flaps
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18’, 19’ which are arranged on opposite sides of the panel
16’, are connected to the panel 16’ along the two longi-
tudinal folding lines 58, and constitute part of the lateral
walls 18, 19 of the lid 3.
[0088] The blank 57 further comprises a pair of flaps
18", 19" which are arranged on opposite sides of the pan-
el 17’, are connected to the panel 17’ along the two lon-
gitudinal folding lines 58, constitute part of the lateral
walls 18,19 of the lid 3, and are glued to and superim-
posed on the corresponding flaps 18’, 19’. Each flap 18",
19" comprises a tab 61 that is folded 90° with respect to
the respective flap 18", 19" and is superimposed on and
glued to the panel 15’.
[0089] Each of the stiffeners 51 is obtained by folding
around the respective group 6, 8 of cigarettes a blank
62, illustrated in figure 11, comprising a plurality of panels
that will be marked with accented reference numbers that
are the same as the reference numbers that mark the
corresponding walls of the stiffeners 51.
[0090] According to what is illustrated in figure 11, the
blank 62 comprises a panel 52’ that constitutes the front
wall 52 of the stiffeners 51, a pair of panels 53’, 54’ that
constitute the lateral walls 53, 54 of the stiffeners 51 and
are connected on opposite sides of the panel 52’ by re-
spective longitudinal folding lines, and a pair of flaps 55’,
56’ that constitute the lateral walls 55, 56 of the stiffeners
51 and are connected by a respective longitudinal folding
line respectively to the panel 53’ and 54’.
[0091] According to an embodiment that is not illustrat-
ed, the packet 1 of cigarettes is modified to house ciga-
rettes of any dimensions.
[0092] The packet 1 of cigarettes disclosed above has
numerous advantages, inasmuch as it is simple and in-
expensive to manufacture and enables the lid 5 and the
flaps 30, 43 to be opened and closed with a single move-
ment that is fast and easy even for a user with reduced
manual dexterity.
[0093] Further, the packet 1 of cigarettes disclosed
above is customisable in the sense that it is the consumer
who decides the manner of opening and closing the sec-
ond inner package 7, according to preference.
[0094] Lastly, in the packet 1 of cigarettes disclosed
above, the risk of undesired ungluing of the closing flaps
30, 43 from the lid 3 is substantially eliminated owing to
the presence of the weakening lines 34, 64.

Claims

1. A packet (1) of smoke articles comprising:

an outer container (2), which has an open top
end (9);
a lid (3), which is hinged to the outer container
(2) to rotate, with respect to the outer container
(2), between an open position and a closed po-
sition of the open top end (9);
a first soft inner package (5), which is housed

inside the outer container (2), encloses a first
group (6) of smoke articles, and has a first smoke
articles extraction opening (28) closed by a first
sealing flap (30); and
a second soft inner package (7), which is housed
inside the outer container (2) alongside the first
inner package (5), encloses a second group (8)
of smoke articles, and has a second smoke ar-
ticles extraction opening (41) closed by a second
sealing flap (43);

the packet (1) is characterised in that at least one
portion (31) of the first sealing flap (30) is connected
permanently and non-detachably to the lid (3) so that
first opening and closing the lid (3) simultaneously
opens and closes the first sealing flap (30), and in
that the packet (1) comprises a layer of adhesive
material arranged between the second sealing flap
(43) and the lid (3), and a removable tab (44) ar-
ranged at least partially above the layer of adhesive
material, the lid (3) being connectable to the second
sealing flap (43) by means of the layer of adhesive
material once the removable tab (44) has been re-
moved from the layer of adhesive material.

2. Packet (1) of smoke articles according to claim 1,
wherein the first sealing flap (30) is provided with a
first connecting tab (31), which is glued permanently
and non-detachably to an inner surface of the lid (3).

3. Packet (1) of smoke articles according to claim 2,
wherein an outer surface (32) of the first connecting
tab (31) of the first sealing flap (30) is glued by spots
of permanent glue to the inner surface of the lid (3);
or wherein the first connecting tab (31) of the first
sealing flap (30) is folded 180° onto the rest of the
first sealing flap (30) and an inner surface of the first
connecting tab (31) of the first sealing flap (30) is
glued by spots of permanent glue to the inner surface
of the lid (3).

4. Packet (1) of smoke articles according to claim 2, or
3, wherein the first connecting tab (31) is separated
from the rest of the first sealing flap (30) by a weak-
ening line (34) which is formed by cutting or removing
the material of the first sealing flap (30).

5. Packet (1) of smoke articles according to claim 4,
wherein the weakening line (34) is continuous and
formed by scoring the material of the first sealing flap
(30); or wherein the weakening line (34) is discon-
tinuous and formed by cutting through the material
of the first sealing flap (30); or wherein the weakening
line (34) is discontinuous and formed by scoring the
material of the first sealing flap (30).

6. Packet (1) of smoke articles according to any one of
claims 1 to 5, wherein the removable tab (44) is ar-
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ranged at least partially below a front wall (16) of the
lid (3) when the lid (3) is in the closed position.

7. Packet (1) of smoke articles according to any one of
claims 1 to 6, wherein the second sealing flap (43)
is provided with a second connecting tab (46), above
which the layer of adhesive material is arranged, the
second connecting tab (46) being glueable perma-
nently, once the removable tab (44) has been re-
moved from the layer of adhesive material, to an in-
ner surface of a front wall (16) of the lid (3).

8. Packet (1) of smoke articles according to any one of
claims 1 to 7, wherein:

the second connecting tab (46) is glued perma-
nently and non-detachably to a rest of the sec-
ond sealing flap (43); and
the layer of adhesive material is arranged above
an outer surface (48) of the second connecting
tab (46) which faces an inner surface of a front
wall (16) of the lid (3).

9. Packet (1) of smoke articles according to any one of
claims 1 to 7, wherein:

the second sealing flap (43) comprises at least
two layers of wrapping material, a first outer lay-
er and a second inner layer, the layer of adhesive
material being interposed between the layers;
the removable tab (44) is a portion of the first
layer of the second sealing flap (43);
the second connecting tab (46) is a portion of
the second layer of the second sealing flap (43)
facing the removable tab (44); and
the second sealing flap (43) comprises a cutting
line at least for the first layer which defines at
least one of the edges of the removable tab (44).

10. Packet (1) of smoke articles according to any one of
claims 1 to 9, wherein:

the first sealing flap (30) and the second sealing
flap (43) are fixed respectively to the first inner
package (5) and to the second inner package
(7) by non-dry, re-stick glue, which is arranged
about the first smoke articles extraction opening
(28) and the second smoke articles extraction
opening (41) to allow the first sealing flap (30)
to be repeatedly detached partly from and re-
fixed to the first inner package (5), and the sec-
ond sealing flap (43) to be repeatedly detached
partly from and re-fixed to the second inner
package (7); and the first connecting tab (31)
and the second connecting tab (46) are devoid
of re-stick glue.

Patentansprüche

1. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln, das Folgendes auf-
weist:

einen äußeren Behälter (2), der ein offenes obe-
res Ende (9) aufweist;
einen Deckel (3), der an dem äußeren Behälter
(2) angelenkt ist, um in Bezug auf den äußeren
Behälter (2) zwischen einer offenen Position
und einer geschlossenen Position des offenen
oberen Endes (9) zu rotieren;
eine erste weiche innere Verpackung (5), die im
Inneren des äußeren Behälters (2) unterge-
bracht ist, eine erste Gruppe (6) von Raucharti-
keln umschließt, und eine erste Entnahmeöff-
nung (28) für die Rauchartikel aufweist, die
durch eine erste Verschlussklappe (30) ver-
schlossen ist; und
eine zweite weiche innere Verpackung (7), die
im Inneren des äußeren Behälters (2) neben der
ersten inneren Verpackung (5) untergebracht
ist, eine zweite Gruppe (8) von Rauchartikeln
umschließt, und eine zweite Entnahmeöffnung
(41) für die Rauchartikel aufweist, die durch eine
zweite Verschlussklappe (43) verschlossen ist;

wobei das Paket (1) dadurch gekennzeichnet ist,
dass zumindest ein Teil (31) der ersten Verschluss-
klappe (30) dauerhaft und nicht entfernbar mit dem
Deckel (3) verbunden ist, so dass das erste Öffnen
und Schließen des Deckels (3) gleichzeitig die erste
Verschlussklappe (30) öffnet und schließt, und da-
durch, dass das Paket (1) eine Schicht eines Kle-
bematerials aufweist, die zwischen der zweiten Ver-
schlussklappe (43) und dem Deckel (3) angeordnet
ist, und eine entfernbare Lasche (44) zumindest teil-
weise über der Schicht des Klebematerials angeord-
net ist, wobei der Deckel (3) mit der zweiten Ver-
schlussklappe (43) über die Schicht des Klebema-
terials verbindbar ist, nachdem die entfernbare La-
sche (40) von der Schicht des Klebematerials ent-
fernt wurde.

2. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln gemäß Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die erste Verschlussklappe (30) mit einer ersten
Verbindungslasche (31) versehen ist, die dauerhaft
und nicht entfernbar mit einer inneren Fläche des
Deckels (3) verklebt ist.

3. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln gemäß Anspruch 2, wo-
bei eine äußere Fläche (32) der ersten Verbindungs-
lasche (31) der ersten Verschlussklappe (30) durch
dauerhafte Klebstoffpunkte mit der inneren Fläche
des Deckels (3) verklebt ist; oder wobei die erste
Verbindungslasche (31) der ersten Verschlussklap-
pe (30) um 180° auf den Rest der ersten Verschluss-
klappe (30) gefaltet ist, und eine inneren Fläche der
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ersten Verbindungslasche (31) der ersten Ver-
schlussklappe (30) durch dauerhafte Klebstoffpunk-
te mit der inneren Fläche des Deckels (3) verklebt ist.

4. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln gemäß Anspruch 2 oder
3, wobei die erste Verbindungslasche (31) von dem
Rest der ersten Verschlussklappe (30) durch eine
Schwächungslinie (34) getrennt ist, die durch
Schneiden oder Entfernen des Materials der ersten
Verschlussklappe (30) gebildet ist.

5. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln gemäß Anspruch 4, wo-
bei die Schwächungslinie (34) kontinuierlich ist und
durch Ritzen des Materials der ersten Verschluss-
klappe (30) gebildet ist, oder wobei die Schwä-
chungslinie (34) diskontinuierlich ist und durch
Schneiden durch das erste Material der ersten Ver-
schlussklappe (30) gebildet ist; oder wobei die
Schwächungslinie (34) diskontinuierlich ist und
durch Ritzen des Materials der ersten Verschluss-
klappe (30) gebildet ist.

6. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln gemäß einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 5, wobei die entfernbare Lasche (44)
zumindest teilweise unterhalb einer vorderen Wand
(16) des Deckels (3) angeordnet ist, wenn sich der
Deckel (3) in der geschlossenen Position befindet.

7. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln gemäß einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 6, wobei die zweite Verschlussklappe
(43) mit einer zweiten Verbindungslasche (46) ver-
sehen ist, über der die Schicht des Klebematerials
angeordnet ist, wobei die zweite Verbindungslasche
(46) nach dem Entfernen der entfernbaren Lasche
(44) von der Schicht des Klebematerials auf eine in-
nere Fläche einer vorderen Wand (16) des Deckels
(3) dauerhaft klebbar ist.

8. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln gemäß einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 7, wobei:

die zweite Verbindungslasche (46) dauerhaft
und unlösbar mit einem Rest der zweiten Ver-
schlussklappe (43) verklebt ist; und
die Schicht des Klebematerials über einer äu-
ßeren Fläche (48) der zweiten Verbindungsla-
sche (46) angeordnet ist, die einer inneren Flä-
che einer vorderen Wand (16) des Deckels (3)
zugewandt ist.

9. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln gemäß einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 7, wobei:

die zweite Verschlussklappe (43) zumindest
zwei Schichten eines Hüllmaterials aufweist,
nämlich eine erste äußere Schicht und eine
zweite innere Schicht, wobei die Schicht des
Klebematerials zwischen den Schichten ange-

ordnet ist;
die zweite entfernbare Lasche (44) ein Teil der
ersten Schicht der zweiten Verschlussklappe
(43) ist;
die zweite Verbindungslasche (46) ein Teil der
zweiten Schicht der zweiten Verschlussklappe
(43) ist, die der entfernbaren Lasche (44) zuge-
wandt ist; und
die zweite Verschlussklappe (43) eine Schneid-
linie zumindest für die erste Schicht aufweist,
die zumindest eine der Kanten der entfernbaren
Lasche (44) definiert.

10. Paket (1) von Rauchartikeln gemäß einem der An-
sprüche 1 bis 9, wobei:

die erste Verschlussklappe (30) und die zweite
Verschlussklappe (43) jeweils an der ersten in-
neren Verpackung (5) und der zweiten inneren
Verpackung (7) durch nicht trocknenden, wie-
deranhaftenden Klebstoff befestigt sind, der um
die erste Entnahmeöffnung (28) für die Rauch-
artikel und die zweite Entnahmeöffnung (41) für
die Rauchartikel herum angeordnet ist, um es
der ersten Verschlussklappe (30) zu ermögli-
chen, wiederholend teilweise von der ersten in-
neren Verpackung (5) entfernt und mit dieser
erneut verbunden zu werden, und der zweiten
Verschlussklappe (43) zu ermöglichen, wieder-
holend teilweise von der zweiten inneren Ver-
packung (7) entfernt und mit dieser erneut ver-
bunden zu werden, und wobei die erste Verbin-
dungslasche (31) und die zweite Verbindungs-
lasche (46) frei von wiederanhaftendem Kleb-
stoff sind.

Revendications

1. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer comprenant :

un conteneur extérieur (2), qui a une extrémité
supérieure ouverte (9) ;
un couvercle (3), qui est articulé sur le conteneur
extérieur (2) pour tourner, par rapport au conte-
neur extérieur (2), entre une position ouverte et
une position fermée de l’extrémité supérieure
ouverte (9) ;
un premier conditionnement intérieur souple (5),
qui est logé à l’intérieur du conteneur extérieur
(2), enferme un premier groupe (6) d’articles à
fumer, et a une première ouverture d’extraction
d’articles à fumer (28) fermée par un premier
rabat de scellage (30) ; et
un second conditionnement intérieur souple (7),
qui est logé à l’intérieur du conteneur extérieur
(2) à côté du premier conditionnement intérieur
(5), enferme un second groupe (8) d’articles à
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fumer, et a une seconde ouverture d’extraction
d’articles à fumer (41) fermée par un second ra-
bat de scellage (43) ;

le paquet (1) étant caractérisé en ce qu’au moins
une partie (31) du premier rabat de scellage (30) est
reliée de manière permanente et non détachable au
couvercle (3) de sorte qu’une première ouverture et
fermeture du couvercle (3) ouvre et ferme simulta-
nément le premier rabat de scellage (30), et en ce
que le paquet (1) comprend une couche de matière
adhésive agencée entre le second rabat de scellage
(43) et le couvercle (3), et une languette amovible
(44) agencée au moins partiellement au-dessus de
la couche de matière adhésive, le couvercle (3) pou-
vant être relié au second rabat de scellage (43) au
moyen de la couche de matière adhésive une fois
que la languette amovible (44) a été retirée de la
couche de matière adhésive.

2. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
1, dans lequel le premier rabat de scellage (30) est
pourvu d’une première languette de liaison (31), qui
est collée de manière permanente et non détachable
à une surface intérieure du couvercle (3).

3. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
2, dans lequel une surface extérieure (32) de la pre-
mière languette de liaison (31) du premier rabat de
scellage (30) est collée par des points de colle per-
manente à la surface intérieure du couvercle (3) ; ou
dans lequel la première languette de liaison (31) du
premier rabat de scellage (30) est pliée à 180° sur
le reste du premier rabat de scellage (30) et une
surface intérieure de la première languette de liaison
(31) du premier rabat de scellage (30) est collée par
des points de colle permanente à la surface intérieu-
re du couvercle (3).

4. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
2 ou 3, dans lequel la première languette de liaison
(31) est séparée du reste du premier rabat de scel-
lage (30) par une ligne d’affaiblissement (34) qui est
formée en coupant ou en retirant le matériau du pre-
mier rabat de scellage (30).

5. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon la revendication
4, dans lequel la ligne d’affaiblissement (34) est con-
tinue et formée en entaillant le matériau du premier
rabat de scellage (30) ; ou dans lequel la ligne d’af-
faiblissement (34) est discontinue et formée en cou-
pant à travers le matériau du premier rabat de scel-
lage (30) ; ou dans lequel la ligne d’affaiblissement
(34) est discontinue et formée en entaillant le maté-
riau du premier rabat de scellage (30).

6. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 5, dans lequel la languette

amovible (44) est agencée au moins partiellement
sous une paroi avant (16) du couvercle (3) lorsque
le couvercle (3) est dans la position fermée.

7. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 6, dans lequel le second rabat
de scellage (43) est pourvu d’une seconde languette
de liaison (46), au-dessus de laquelle la couche de
matière adhésive est agencée, la seconde languette
de liaison (46) pouvant être collée de manière per-
manente, une fois que la languette amovible (44) a
été retirée de la couche de matière adhésive, à une
surface intérieure d’une paroi avant (16) du couver-
cle (3).

8. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 7, dans lequel :

la seconde languette de liaison (46) est collée
de manière permanente et non détachable à un
reste du second rabat de scellage (43) ; et
la couche de matière adhésive est agencée au-
dessus d’une surface extérieure (48) de la se-
conde languette de liaison (46) qui fait face à
une surface intérieure d’une paroi avant (16) du
couvercle (3).

9. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 7, dans lequel :

le second rabat de scellage (43) comprend au
moins deux couches de matériau d’enveloppe-
ment, une première couche extérieure et une
seconde couche intérieure, la couche de matiè-
re adhésive étant interposée entre les couches ;
la languette amovible (44) est une partie de la
première couche du second rabat de scellage
(43) ;
la seconde languette de liaison (46) est une par-
tie de la seconde couche du second rabat de
scellage (43) faisant face à la languette amovi-
ble (44) ; et
le second rabat de scellage (43) comprend une
ligne de coupe au moins pour la première cou-
che qui définit au moins l’un des bords de la
languette amovible (44) .

10. Paquet (1) d’articles à fumer selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 9, dans lequel :

le premier rabat de scellage (30) et le second
rabat de scellage (43) sont respectivement fixés
au premier conditionnement intérieur (5) et au
second conditionnement intérieur (7) par une
colle ré-adhésive, non sèche, qui est agencée
autour de la première ouverture d’extraction
d’articles à fumer (28) et de la seconde ouver-
ture d’extraction d’articles à fumer (41) pour per-
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mettre au premier rabat de scellage (30) d’être
partiellement détaché de manière répétée du
premier conditionnement intérieur (5) et d’être
re-fixé à celui-ci, et au second rabat de scellage
(43) d’être partiellement détaché de manière ré-
pétée du second conditionnement intérieur (7)
et d’être re-fixé à celui-ci ; et la première lan-
guette de liaison (31) et la seconde languette de
liaison (46) sont dépourvues de colle ré-adhé-
sive.
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