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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure generally relates to the
technical field of wireless communications, and particu-
larly, to a method implemented used in a cluster manager
and the associated cluster manager.

BACKGROUND

[0002] This section is intended to provide a back-
ground to the various embodiments of the technology
described in this disclosure. The description in this sec-
tion may include concepts that could be pursued, but are
not necessarily ones that have been previously con-
ceived or pursued. Therefore, unless otherwise indicated
herein, what is described in this section is not prior art to
the description and/or claims of this disclosure and is not
admitted to be prior art by the mere inclusion in this sec-
tion.
[0003] The ultimate goal of mobile broadband should
be the ubiquitous and sustainable provision of non-limit-
ing data rates to everyone and everything at every time.
Ultra-Dense Networks (UDN) is an important next step
following the successful introduction of Long-Term Evo-
lution (LTE) for wide-area and local-area access (refer-
ring to "3GPP TS 25.302: "Services provided by the
Physical Layer"). One example of UDN is a MilliMeter-
Wave (MMW) Radio Access Technology (RAT) network.
[0004] Fig. 1 schematically shows one example MMW
RAT network. As shown in Fig. 1, there is a network node
or a control node called as Central Control Unit (CCU),
which is responsible for parameter configurations and
coordination among Access Points (APs) or Access
Nodes (ANs), e.g., AN1, AN2, AN3, and AN4, or any
other radio nodes that enable of covering a certain geo-
graphical area. Each AN can serve one or more ccom-
munication devices, such as User Equipments (UE), op-
erating in the wireless communication networks or sys-
tems, also known as e.g. wireless terminals, mobile ter-
minals and/or mobile stations, referred to as terminal de-
vices hereafter. For example, AN1 serves UE1, and AN2
serves UE2, etc.
[0005] Even though only a local-area access technol-
ogy, UDN can be deployed in areas with high traffic con-
sumption and thus provide an important step towards the
above goal. Through overprovision and the related low
average loads in the access network, UDN can create
ubiquitous access opportunities, which provide users
with the desired data rates even under realistic assump-
tion on user density and traffic. Overprovision is achieved
by an extremely dense grid of ANs, e.g., as illustrated in
Fig. 1. Inter-AN distances in the order of tens of meters
and even below are envisioned in indoor deployments
where one or even multiple ANs are conceivable in each
room. In addition to the increased network capacity, den-
sification - via reduced transmit powers - also offers ac-

cess to vast spectrum holdings in the MMW bands and
thus increased data rates.
[0006] For example, several GHz of spectrum is avail-
able in the unlimited 60 GHz band and potentially more
in other millimeter-wave bands enabling multi-Gb/s
transmissions even with technologies providing moder-
ate spectral efficiency. While maybe perceived as old-
fashioned, schemes with moderate spectral efficiencies
offer robustness and energy efficient data transmission.
Furthermore, there are also implementation issues at
higher MMW frequencies that make it very challenging
to provide very high spectral efficiency (in b/s/Hz). In this
sense, one can trade spectral efficiency for bandwidth.
[0007] Fig. 2 shows the traditional handover procedure
in LTE. As shown in Fig. 2, the handover procedure con-
sists of the following steps:

y Initially, UE needs to perform measures on both
its serving cell and one or more neighboring cells.
For example, UE may measure signal strengths from
these cells. Once measurement results meet a
handover criterion for more than a Time-to-Trigger
(TTT) duration, Event A3 is triggered (referring to
"LTE-The UMTS Long Term Evolution From Theory
to Practice").

y If Event A3 is triggered, measurement reports can
be sent from UE to its source eNB corresponding to
the serving cell.

y When source eNB receives the measurement re-
ports, source eNB can select the right target eNB
and then exchange handover related information
with the selected target eNB.

y Then, source eNB can send Handover (HO) Com-
mand to UE and ask UE to do handover.

y Finally, UE initiates random access to the target
cell and finally sends Handover Complete to target
cell.

[0008] For UE mobility within an MMW-RAT network,
the traditional handover procedure as shown in Fig. 2 is
not suitable as source AN (also referring to as serving
AN) needs to know the neighborhood relationship with
target AN and needs to forward both context information
and packets toward target AN. This means quite a lot
burden and overhead on each AN. Instead, it has been
proposed that the mobility management is controlled by
a Network Controller (NC). As NC is the CCU in the mmW
network, it knows the network topology very well. NC
could know which other neighbor AN may need to serve
the UE when it connects with one serving AN.
[0009] Fig. 3 shows the mobility procedure in MMW-
RAT network.
[0010] As shown in Fig. 3, when a UE connects with a
source AN, it will report measurement results to the NC.
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Then the NC can determine if another AN nearby the
source AN needs be prepared to serve the UE or not,
and if the UE need to switch to the target AN or not. If
the UE needs to switch to the target AN, different from
the traditional handover, the source AN is not required
to transfer the UE context to the target AN, and forward
packets toward the target AN. Instead, the target AN ob-
tains the necessary context information from either the
UE or from the NC. The information to be acquired from
the UE can be UE network capability, the packet status
information, UE historical information, etc. The informa-
tion to be acquired from the NC can be the bearer or
Quality of Service (QoS) related information. Since the
security is between UE and Local-GateWay (L-GW)/NC,
neither the source AN nor the target AN needs to care
about this issue, like they would in traditional handover.
[0011] A UE-specific serving cluster (SvC) is a group
of ANs that are located in the vicinity of a UE and are
ready to serve the UE. To control fast beam switch, a
cluster head (CH, also called as a cluster manager) is
needed for coordination in the cluster. Cluster head might
not be located in different nodes, so the cluster head
concept can be used in the structures of different back-
hauls. For wired backhaul, if it is centralized coordination,
cluster head is located in the CCU. If it is distributed co-
ordination, cluster head is located with one AN (in this
case, it is the definition of P-SAN). For wireless self back-
haul, cluster head’s location depends on the topology of
the cluster. It may or may not be a P-SAN depending on
topology and UE position. Besides the coordination of
beam switch, cluster head handles the majority of data
to be sent to and to be received from the UE. For wireless
self-backhaul, in order that the cluster head can coordi-
nate the inter-AN beam switch fast, it is assumed that
there is only one hop between cluster head and ANs in
the cluster.
[0012] Fig. 4 illustrates an exemplary deployment of
the MMW-RAT system. As shown in Fig. 4, (AN1, AN2
and AN3) can be in one cluster (Cluster 1), (AN3, AN4
and AN5) can be in one cluster (Cluster 2). Apparently,
AN1 serves a cluster head of Cluster 1, and AN3 serves
a cluster head of Cluster 2. AN2 and AN4 cannot be in
one cluster because there are more than one hops be-
tween AN2 and AN4.
[0013] Typically, measurement reports obtained by UE
are Layer 1 (L1)/ Layer 2 (L2) measurements. However,
as illustrated in Fig. 2 or Fig. 3, no matter during the tra-
ditional handover procedure in LTE or during the mobility
procedure in MMW-RAT network, it is Layer 3 (L3) meas-
urements to be sent by UE to source eNB/ NC. Therefore,
UE has to convert L1/L2 measurements to L3 measure-
ments in advance. In other words, UE has to perform
post-processing of L1/L2 measurements to get L3 meas-
urements, and then send L3 measurements to source
eNB/NC for corresponding mobility procedure.

SUMMARY

[0014] The invention is defined by the independent
claims. Furthermore, the embodiments of the invention
are those defined by the claims.
[0015] It is in view of at least one of the above consid-
erations and others that the various embodiments of the
present technology have been made. To be specific, the
present disclosure proposes to perform post-processing
of a measurement report from a UE, at a radio node serv-
ing the UE or a cluster manager of the UE.
According to a first aspect of the present disclosure, there
is provided a method used in a cluster manager control-
ling a cluster for a terminal device served by a radio node.
The cluster manager is under control of a control node
and the cluster includes the radio node. The method in-
cludes: receiving L1/ L2 measurements of the terminal
device on the radio node and one or more neighboring
radio nodes of the radio node; determining a target radio
node, to which the terminal device is to be handed over,
based on the L1/L2 measurements; determining whether
the target radio node is within the cluster; and if it is de-
termined that the target radio node is within the cluster,
determining whether the terminal device is to perform
handover from a beam of the radio node to a beam of
the target radio node.
[0016] In an example, the method further includes: if it
is determined that the target radio node is outside the
cluster, converting the L1/L2 measurements to Layer 3
(L3) measurements; and transmitting the L3 measure-
ments to the control node for determining whether the
terminal device is to perform handover from the radio
node to the target radio node.
[0017] In an example, before determining whether the
target radio node is within the cluster, the method further
includes: updating the cluster based on the L1/L2 meas-
urements.
[0018] In an example, updating the cluster based on
the L1/L2 measurements includes: converting the L1/L2
measurements to L3 measurements; determining that
one or more radio nodes outside the cluster have been
measured as having a signal quality above a first prede-
fined threshold, based on the L3 measurements; and
adding the one or more radio node into the cluster.
[0019] In an example, updating the cluster based on
the L1/L2 measurements includes: converting the L1/L2
measurements to L3 measurements; determining that
one or more radio nodes within the cluster have been
measured as having a signal quality below a second pre-
defined threshold, based on the L3 measurements; and
removing the detected one or more radio nodes from the
cluster.
[0020] According to a second aspect of the present
disclosure, there is provided a method used in a radio
node. The radio node is under control of a control node
and serving a terminal device. The method includes: re-
ceiving, from the terminal device, L1/L2 measurements
on the radio node and one or more neighboring radio
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nodes of the radio node; converting the L1/L2 measure-
ments to L3 measurements; and transmitting the L3
measurements to the control node for determining wheth-
er the terminal device is to perform handover from the
radio node to one neighboring radio node of the radio
node.
[0021] According to a third aspect of the present dis-
closure, there is provided a method used in a control
node. The control node controls a radio node serving a
terminal device. The method includes: receiving L3
measurements from the radio node, wherein the L3
measurements being converted from L1/ L2 measure-
ments of the terminal device on the radio node and one
or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio node; and
determining whether the terminal device is to perform
handover from the radio node to one neighboring radio
node of the radio node, based on the L3 measurements.
[0022] According to a fourth aspect of the present dis-
closure, there is provided a method used in a control
node. The control node controls a radio node serving a
terminal device. The terminal device has a cluster, which
is controlled by a cluster manager under control of the
control node and includes the radio node and one or more
neighboring radio nodes of the radio node. The method
includes: receiving L3 measurements from the cluster
manager, wherein the L3 measurements are converted
from L1/ L2 measurements of the terminal device on the
radio node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of
the radio node; and determining whether the terminal de-
vice is to perform handover from the radio node to a radio
node outside the cluster, based on the L3 measurements.
[0023] According to a fifth aspect of the present disclo-
sure, there is provided a cluster manager controlling a
cluster for a terminal device served by a radio node. The
cluster manager is under control of a control node and
the cluster includes the radio node. The cluster manager
includes: a receiving unit configured to receive L1/ L2
measurements of the terminal device on the radio node
and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio
node; a first determining unit configured to determine a
target radio node, to which the terminal device is to be
handed over, based on the L1/L2 measurements; a sec-
ond determining unit configured to determine whether
the target radio node is within the cluster; and a third
determining unit configured to determine, if it is deter-
mined that the target radio node is within the cluster,
whether the terminal device is to perform handover from
a beam of the radio node to a beam of the target radio
node.
[0024] According to a sixth aspect of the present dis-
closure, there is provided a radio node. The radio node
is under control of a control node and serves a terminal
device. The radio node includes: a receiving unit config-
ured to receive, from the terminal device, L1/ L2 meas-
urements on the radio node and one or more neighboring
radio nodes of the radio node; a converting unit config-
ured to convert the L1/L2 measurements to L3 measure-
ments; and a transmitting unit configured to transmit the

L3 measurements to the control node for determining
whether the terminal device is to perform handover from
the radio node to one neighboring radio node of the radio
node.
[0025] According to a seventh aspect of the present
disclosure, there is provided a control node. The control
node controls a radio node serving a terminal device.
The control node includes: a receiving unit configured to
receive L3 measurements from the radio node, wherein
the L3 measurements being converted from L1/L2 meas-
urements of the terminal device on the radio node and
one or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio node;
and a determining unit configured to determine whether
the terminal device is to perform handover from the radio
node to one neighboring radio node of the radio node,
based on the L3 measurements.
[0026] According to an eighth aspect of the present
disclosure, there is provided a control node. The control
node controls a radio node serving a terminal device.
The terminal device has a cluster, which is controlled by
a cluster manager under control of the control node and
includes the radio node and one or more neighboring
radio nodes of the radio node. The control node includes:
a receiving unit configured to receive L3 measurements
from the cluster manager, wherein the L3 measurements
are converted from L1/L2 measurements of the terminal
device on the radio node and one or more neighboring
radio nodes of the radio node; and a determining unit
configured to determine whether the terminal device is
to perform handover from the radio node to a radio node
outside the cluster, based on the L3 measurements.
[0027] According to a ninth aspect of the present dis-
closure, there is provided a cluster manager controlling
a cluster for a terminal device served by a radio node.
The cluster manager is under control of a control node
and the cluster includes the radio node. The cluster man-
ager includes: a processor; and a memory containing
instructions executable by said processor, whereby said
cluster manager is operative to: receive L1/L2 measure-
ments of the terminal device on the radio node and one
or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio node; de-
termine a target radio node, to which the terminal device
is to be handed over, based on the L1/L2 measurements;
determine whether the target radio node is within the clus-
ter; and determine, if it is determined that the target radio
node is within the cluster, whether the terminal device is
to perform handover from a beam of the radio node to a
beam of the target radio node.
[0028] According to a tenth aspect of the present dis-
closure, there is provided a radio node. The radio node
is under control of a control node and serves a terminal
device. The radio node includes: a processor; and a
memory containing instructions executable by said proc-
essor, whereby said radio node is operative to: receive,
from the terminal device, L1/L2 measurements on the
radio node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of
the radio node; convert the L1/L2 measurements to L3
measurements; and transmit the L3 measurements to
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the control node for determining whether the terminal de-
vice is to perform handover from the radio node to one
neighboring radio node of the radio node.
[0029] According to an eleventh aspect of the present
disclosure, there is provided a control node. The control
node controls a radio node serving a terminal device.
The control node includes: a processor; and a memory
containing instructions executable by said processor,
whereby said control node is operative to: receive L3
measurements from the radio node, wherein the L3
measurements being converted from L1/ L2 measure-
ments of the terminal device on the radio node and one
or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio node; and
determine whether the terminal device is to perform
handover from the radio node to one neighboring radio
node of the radio node, based on the L3 measurements.
[0030] According to a twelfth aspect of the present dis-
closure, there is provided a control node. The control
node controls a radio node serving a terminal device.
The terminal device has a cluster, which is controlled by
a cluster manager under control of the control node and
includes the radio node and one or more neighboring
radio nodes of the radio node. The control node includes:
a processor; and a memory containing instructions exe-
cutable by said processor, whereby said control node is
operative to: receive L3 measurements from the cluster
manager, wherein the L3 measurements are converted
from L1/L2 measurements of the terminal device on the
radio node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of
the radio node; and determine whether the terminal de-
vice is to perform handover from the radio node to a radio
node outside the cluster, based on the L3 measurements.
[0031] According to a thirteenth aspect of the present
disclosure, there is provided a cluster manager control-
ling a cluster for a terminal device served by a radio node.
The cluster manager is under control of a control node
and the cluster includes the radio node. The cluster man-
ager includes a processing arrangement configured to:
receive L1/L2 measurements of the terminal device on
the radio node and one or more neighboring radio nodes
of the radio node; determine a target radio node, to which
the terminal device is to be handed over, based on the
L1/L2 measurements; determine whether the target radio
node is within the cluster; and determine, if it is deter-
mined that the target radio node is within the cluster,
whether the terminal device is to perform handover from
a beam of the radio node to a beam of the target radio
node
[0032] According to a fourteenth aspect of the present
disclosure, there is provided a radio node. The radio node
is under control of a control node and serves a terminal
device. The radio node includes a processing arrange-
ment configured to: receive, from the terminal device,
L1/L2 measurements on the radio node and one or more
neighboring radio nodes of the radio node; convert the
L1/L2 measurements to L3 measurements; and transmit
the L3 measurements to the control node for determining
whether the terminal device is to perform handover from

the radio node to one neighboring radio node of the radio
node.
[0033] According to a fifteenth aspect of the present
disclosure, there is provided a control node. The control
node controls a radio node serving a terminal device.
The control node includes a processing arrangement
configured to: receive L3 measurements from the radio
node, wherein the L3 measurements being converted
from L1/L2 measurements of the terminal device on the
radio node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of
the radio node; and determine whether the terminal de-
vice is to perform handover from the radio node to one
neighboring radio node of the radio node, based on the
L3 measurements
[0034] According to a sixteenth aspect of the present
disclosure, there is provided a control node. The control
node controls a radio node serving a terminal device.
The terminal device has a cluster, which is controlled by
a cluster manager under control of the control node and
includes the radio node and one or more neighboring
radio nodes of the radio node. The control node includes
a processing arrangement configured to: receive L3
measurements from the cluster manager, wherein the L3
measurements are converted from L1/L2 measurements
of the terminal device on the radio node and one or more
neighboring radio nodes of the radio node; and determine
whether the terminal device is to perform handover from
the radio node to a radio node outside the cluster, based
on the L3 measurements.
[0035] According to a seventeenth aspect of the
present disclosure, there is provided a computer-reada-
ble storage medium storing instructions that when exe-
cuted, causing one or more computing devices to perform
the method according to any one of the first to the fourth
aspects
[0036] With the examples of the present disclosure,
the UE only needs to directly transmit L1/L2 measure-
ments to its serving AN without converting the L1/L2
measurements to L3 measurements, let alone reporting
the L3 measurements, thereby simplifying the UE and
reducing signaling from the UE.
[0037] Furthermore, according to some examples of
the present disclosure, such as the first aspect, the clus-
ter manager can handle handover from a beam of the
serving AN to a beam of another AN within the same
cluster, which may be called as intra-cluster beam switch-
ing. In this case, the UE does not need to transmit L3
measurements to the control node or receive handover
command from the control node, thereby improving
handover efficiency, especially in the intra-cluster beam
switching.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0038] The foregoing and other features of this disclo-
sure will become more fully apparent from the following
description and appended claims, taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings. Understanding that
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these drawings depict only several embodiments in ac-
cordance with the disclosure and are, therefore, not to
be considered limiting of its scope, the disclosure will be
described with additional specificity and detail through
use of the accompanying drawings.

Fig. 1 schematically shows one example MMW
RAT network.

Fig. 2 shows the traditional handover proce-
dure in LTE.

Fig. 3 shows the mobility procedure in MMW-
RAT network.

Fig. 4 illustrates an exemplary deployment of
the MMW-RAT system.

Fig. 5 schematically illustrates a method 500
used in a radio node according to a first
embodiment of the present disclosure.

Fig. 6 schematically illustrates a method 600
used in a control node according to the
first embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

Fig. 7 illustrates a sequence diagram of a
handover procedure 700 for use in a
wireless communication system accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure

Figs. 8-10 schematically illustrate a method 800
used in a cluster manager according to
the second embodiment of the present
disclosure.

Fig. 11 schematically illustrates a method 1100
used in a control node according to the
second embodiment of the present dis-
closure.

Fig. 12 illustrates a sequence diagram of a
handover procedure 1200 for use in a
wireless communication system accord-
ing to the second embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Figs. 13A-C are schematic block diagrams of a radio
node 1300 according to some embodi-
ments of the present disclosure.

Figs. 14A-C are schematic block diagrams of a cluster
manager 1400 according to some em-
bodiments of the present disclosure.

Figs. 15A-C are schematic block diagrams of a con-
trol node 1500 according to some em-
bodiments of the present disclosure.

Figs. 16A-C are schematic block diagrams of another
control node 1600 according to some
embodiments of the present disclosure.

Fig. 17 schematically shows an embodiment of
an arrangement 1700 which may be used
in the radio node 1300, the cluster man-
ager 1400, or the control node 1500 or
1600 according to the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0039] Hereinafter, the present disclosure is described
with reference to embodiments shown in the attached
drawings. However, it is to be understood that those de-
scriptions are just provided for illustrative purpose, rather
than limiting the present disclosure. Further, in the fol-
lowing, descriptions of known structures and techniques
are omitted so as not to unnecessarily obscure the con-
cept of the present disclosure.
[0040] In the traditional cellular network, e.g., illustrat-
ed in Fig. 2, the switching (HO) is triggered by the UE’s
Measurement Report, which is usually a L3 measure-
ment report from UE to eNB, and the decision is made
at source eNB.
[0041] In the MMW-RAT system, the interface defini-
tion is a way that UE-AN interface is L2, UE-NC is L3,
and AN-NC is L3. There could be a functionality split be-
tween AN and NC, and cluster head can handle the
switching locally if the target AN is within reach/control,
yet the NC can be responsible for other scenarios (out
of the cluster).
[0042] For the switching in the MMW-RAT system, it
may be the NC who decides the switching. In this case,
if the traditional L3 from UE to NC MR trigger method as
illustrated in Fig. 3 is adopted, it means that all switching
related signalings including the measurement Report
and the switching command have to be sent to/from NC
via multi-hop backhaul links, which can lead to unneces-
sarily high latency in Control plane (CP) and consequent-
ly also in User plane (UP). For some switching that can
be handled locally by cluster head, this is apparently not
needed and should be avoided.
[0043] Considering at least one of these scenarios, the
present disclosure firstly proposes to perform post-
processing of a measurement report from a UE, at a radio
node serving the UE or a cluster manager of the UE.
[0044] Fig. 5 schematically illustrates a method 500
used in a radio node according to a first embodiment of
the present disclosure. The radio node is under control
of a control node and serves a terminal device. For sake
of illustration, the following descriptions on the method
500 will be made in the context of Fig. 1. In this case, the
radio node may be any of AN1 to AN4, and the control
node is CCU. Taking AN1 as an example, its served ter-
minal device corresponds to UE1 as shown in Fig. 1. Of
course, it would be appreciated that the method 500 may
be also applied in any other appropriate wireless com-
munication systems.
[0045] At step S510, AN1 receives, from UE1, L1/L2
measurements on AN1 and one or more neighboring ANs
of AN1, e.g., AN2, AN3 or AN4. The L1/L2 measurements
may be obtained by UE1 in a similar manner with the
neighboring cell measurements in LTE, e.g., may be per-
formed periodically, and thus detailed descriptions there-
of are omitted here. For example, the L1/L2 measure-
ments may include signal strengths of neighboring ANs
such as Received Signal Code Power (RSCP), etc.
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[0046] Then, at step S520, AN1 converts the L1/L2
measurements to L3 measurements. This process may
be referred to as post-processing of measurement report,
and should be well-known in the art. For example, the
post processing could include the layer 3 filtering and the
beamforming gain adjustment.
[0047] Finally, AN1 transmits the L3 measurements to
CCU, at step S530. The L3 measurements will be used
by the control node for determining whether UE1 is to
perform handover from AN1 to one neighboring radio
node of AN1, e.g., AN2, AN3 or AN4. For example, if
CCU determines, from the L3 measurements, that RSCP
of AN2 is better than that of AN1, CCU may determine
that UE1 is to perform handover from AN1 to AN2.
[0048] With the method 500, AN1 plays a role of con-
verting the L1/L2 measurements to the L3 measure-
ments. That is, AN1 can perform post-processing on the
L1/L2 measurements, instead of the UE1 itself doing so.
In this way, UE1 only needs to report the L1/L2 meas-
urements without the L3 measurements. This can reduce
reporting signaling on neighboring AN measurements
from the UE while simplifying the UE’s processing.
[0049] Fig. 6 schematically illustrates a method 600
used in a control node according to the first embodiment
of the present disclosure. The control node controls a
radio node serving a terminal device. For sake of illus-
tration, the following descriptions on the method 600 will
be made in the context of Fig. 1. In this case, the control
node is CCU, and the radio node may be any of AN1 to
AN4. Taking AN1 as an example, its served terminal de-
vice corresponds to UE1 as shown in Fig. 1. Of course,
it would be appreciated that the method 600 may be also
applied in any other appropriate wireless communication
systems.
[0050] At step S610, CCU receives L3 measurements
from AN1. The L3 measurements are converted from
L1/L2 measurements of UE1 on AN1 and one or more
neighboring ANs of AN1, e.g., AN2, AN3 or AN4.
[0051] At step S620, CCU determines whether UE1 is
to perform handover from AN1 to one neighboring AN of
AN1, based on the L3 measurements. For example, if
CCU determines, from the L3 measurements, that RSCP
of AN2 is better than that of AN1, CCU may determine
that UE1 is to perform handover from AN1 to AN2.
[0052] With the method 600, CCU can receive L3
measurements from AN1, instead of from UE1, and then
make a handover decision for UE1 from AN1 to one
neighboring AN of AN1. That is, CCU can make the
handover decision by receiving the L3 measurements
from AN1, other than directly from UE1, thereby reducing
signaling from the UE.
[0053] Fig. 7 illustrates a sequence diagram of a
handover procedure 700 for use in a wireless communi-
cation system, e.g., the MMW-RAT network as illustrated
in Fig. 1, according to the first embodiment of the present
disclosure. For sake of illustration, the following descrip-
tions will be made in the context of the MMW-RAT net-
work as shown in Fig. 1. It will be appreciated that the

handover procedure will be applied to any other appro-
priate wireless communication systems.
[0054] As shown in Fig. 7, UE1 performs L1/L2 meas-
urements in downlink on its serving AN, i.e., AN1, as well
as one or more neighboring ANs of AN1, at step S710.
The neighboring ANs may be, e.g., AN2, AN3 or AN4.
This operation may be done in a similar manner with the
neighboring cell measurements in LTE, e.g., may be per-
formed periodically, and thus detailed descriptions there-
of are omitted here. For example, the L1/L2 measure-
ments may include signal strengths of neighboring ANs,
etc.
[0055] At step S720, UE1 transmits the L1/L2 meas-
urements to AN1.
[0056] At step S730, AN1 converts the L1/L2 meas-
urements to L3 measurements. Such a conversion is
well-known in the art, and thus will not be described in
details.
[0057] At step S740, AN1 transmits the L3 measure-
ments to CCU.
[0058] At step S750, CCU uses the L3 measurements
to make a decision on whether UE1 is to perform hando-
ver from AN1 to one neighboring AN of AN1, e.g., AN2,
AN3 or AN4. If yes, CCU may further determine when to
perform such a handover.
[0059] Thereafter, CCU may transmit a handover com-
mand to UE1 and/or AN1.
[0060] With the procedure 700, as the conversion of
the L1/L2 measurements to the L3 measurements is
done at AN1, UE1 only needs to report the L1/L2 meas-
urements without converting L1/L2 measurements to the
L3 measurements. This can reduce reporting signaling
on neighboring AN measurements from the UE while sim-
plifying the UE’s processing.
[0061] In the following, a concept of cluster is intro-
duced for facilitating the handover procedure. To be spe-
cific, a cluster is a group of ANs that are located in the
vicinity of a UE and are ready to serve the UE. That is,
members of the cluster will vary following movement of
the UE. In this regard, the cluster should include the serv-
ing AN of the UE and one or more neighboring AN of the
serving AN. There is a cluster manager for controlling
the cluster and under control of CCU, also referred to as
a Cluster Head (CH). As an example, the CH may be the
serving AN of the UE. As another example, the CH may
be the CCU.
[0062] In this regard, the present disclosure further pro-
poses to make intra-cluster handover decision by the
cluster manager and to make inter-cluster handover de-
cision by the control node.
[0063] For sake of illustration, the following descrip-
tions on a second embodiment of the present disclosure
will be made in the context of the MMW-RAT network as
shown in Fig. 1 by taking AN1, AN2 and AN3 as belonging
to the same cluster for UE1, i.e., Cluster 1. In this case,
CH1 serves as CH of Cluster 1. It will be appreciated that
the present disclosure will be applied to any other appro-
priate wireless communication systems.

11 12 



EP 3 304 977 B1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0064] Fig. 8 schematically illustrates a method 800
used in a cluster manager according to the second em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
[0065] At step S810, CH1 receives L1/L2 measure-
ments of UE1 on AN1 and one or more neighboring ANs
of AN1, e.g., AN2, AN3 or AN4. The L1/L2 measurements
may be received from UE1 either directly or via AN1. For
example, the L1/L2 measurements may include signal
strengths of neighboring ANs such as RSCP, etc.
[0066] At step S820, CH1 determines a target AN, to
which UE1 is to be handed over, based on the L1/L2
measurements. For example, CH1 may determine one
neighboring AN, e.g., AN2, having the largest signal
strength, as the target AN.
[0067] At step S830, CH1 determines whether the tar-
get AN is within Cluster 1 or not. As CH1 controls Cluster
1, of course, it should determine whether one AN is within
Cluster 1 or outside Cluster 1.
[0068] At step S840, if CH1 determines that the target
AN is within Cluster 1, CH1 determines whether UE1 is
to perform handover from a beam of AN1 to a beam of
the target AN, that is, CH1 makes a decision on intra-
cluster beam switching for UE1.
[0069] Optionally, if it is determined that the target AN
is outside Cluster 1, CH1 converts the L1/L2 measure-
ments to L3 measurements at step S850, and then at
step S860, CH1 transmits the L3 measurements to CCU
for determining whether UE is to perform handover from
AN1 to the target AN.
[0070] Optionally, before step S830, the method 800
may further include step S870, where CH1 updates Clus-
ter 1. Although in Fig 8, step S870 is illustrated after step
S820, it would be appreciated that this step may also
occur before or at the same time with step S820.
[0071] In an implementation, step S870 may include
steps S871, S872 and S873 as illustrated in Fig. 9. At
step S871, CH1 converts the L1/L2 measurements to L3
measurements. At step S872, CH1 determines that one
or more AN outside Cluster 1 have been measured as
having a signal quality above a first predefined threshold,
based on the L3 measurements. At step S873, CH1 adds
the one or more ANs into Cluster 1.
[0072] In another implementation, step S870 may in-
clude steps S871, S874 and S875 as illustrated in Fig.
10. At step S874, CH1 determines that one or more AN
within Cluster 1 have been measured as having a signal
quality below a second predefined threshold, based on
the L3 measurements. At step S875, CH1 removes the
detected one or more radio nodes from Cluster 1.
[0073] With the method 800 and its various variants,
the cluster manager can host intra-cluster beam switch-
ing and achieve fast beam switching among ANs within
the same cluster. Moreover, the cluster manager can
take over conversion of the L1/L2 measurements to the
L3 measurements from the UE, i.e., performing post-
processing of measurement report, thereby reducing re-
porting signaling on neighboring AN measurements from
the UE while simplifying the UE’s processing.

[0074] Fig. 11 schematically illustrates a method 1100
used in a control node according to the second embod-
iment of the present disclosure.
[0075] At step S1110, CCU receives L3 measure-
ments from CH1. The L3 measurements are converted
from L1/L2 measurements of UE1 on AN1 and one or
more neighboring ANs of AN1, e.g., AN2, AN3 or AN4.
[0076] At step S1120, CCU determines whether UE1
is to perform handover from AN1 to one AN outside Clus-
ter 1, based on the L3 measurements.
[0077] With the method 1100, CCU can receive L3
measurements from CH1, instead of from UE1, and then
make a handover decision for UE1 from AN1 to one
neighboring AN of AN1 outside Cluster 1 (i.e., inter-clus-
ter handover). That is, CCU can make the inter-cluster
handover decision by receiving the L3 measurements
from CH1, other than directly from UE1, thereby reducing
signaling from the UE.
[0078] Fig. 12 illustrates a sequence diagram of a
handover procedure 1200 for use in a wireless commu-
nication system according to the second embodiment of
the present disclosure.
[0079] As illustrated in Fig. 12, UE1 performs L1/L2
measurements in downlink on neighboring ANs of its
serving AN, i.e., AN1, at step S1210. The neighboring
ANs may be AN2, AN3 or AN4. Typically, the L1/L2 meas-
urements may further involve the serving AN. This oper-
ation may be done in a similar manner with the neigh-
boring cell measurements in LTE, e.g., may be performed
periodically, and thus detailed descriptions thereof are
omitted here. For example, the L1/L2 measurements
may include signal strengths of neighboring ANs, etc.
[0080] At step S1220, UE1 transmits the L1/L2 meas-
urements to CH1. For example, UE1 may firstly transmit
the L1/L2 measurements to AN1, which in turns forwards
the L1/L2 measurements to CH1. Of course, it is also
possible that UE1 transmits the L1/L2 measurements di-
rectly to CH1.
[0081] At step S1230, CH1 determines a target AN, to
which UE1 is to be handed over, based on the L1/L2
measurements. For example, CH1 may determine one
neighboring AN, e.g., AN2, having the largest signal
strength, as the target AN.
[0082] At step S1240, CH1 determines whether the tar-
get AN is within Cluster 1 or not. As CH1 controls Cluster
1, of course, it should determine whether one AN is within
Cluster 1 or outside Cluster 1.
[0083] If CH1 determines that the target AN is within
Cluster 1, as denoted by "Y" branch from step S1240,
the handover procedure 1200 goes to step S1250. At
step S1250, CH1 makes a decision on whether UE1 is
to perform handover from a beam of AN1 to a beam of
the target AN (also called as a target beam). If yes, CH1
may further determine when to perform such a handover.
[0084] In this manner, CH1 can order the target AN to
transmit data to UE1 in the target beam, and at the same
time CH1 can correspondingly (or CH1 orders AN1 to)
send a correspondingly handover command to UE, there-

13 14 



EP 3 304 977 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

by achieving fast beam switching.
[0085] Otherwise, if CH1 determines that the target AN
is not within Cluster 1, i.e., outside Cluster 1, as denoted
by "N" branch from step S1240, the handover procedure
1200 proceeds to step S1260.
[0086] At step S1260, CH1 converts the L1/L2 meas-
urements to L3 measurements. Thereafter, CH1 trans-
mits the L3 measurements to CCU at step S1270.
[0087] At step S1280, CCU uses the L3 measurements
to make a decision on whether UE1 is to perform hando-
ver from AN1 to one neighboring AN of AN1 outside Clus-
ter 1, e.g., AN4. If yes, CCU may further determine when
to perform such a handover. Thereafter, CCU may trans-
mit a handover command to UE1 and/or CH1.
[0088] Moreover, it is possible that one or more ANs
outside Cluster 1 have been measured by UE1 and their
signal strengths are strong enough to serve the UE, or
one or more ANs within Cluster 1 may be measured as
being not appropriate to stay within Cluster 1. In this case,
CH1 needs to perform updating of Cluster 1.
[0089] In this regard, before step S1240, the handover
procedure may further include step S1290. Although in
Fig 12, step S1290 is illustrated after step S1230, it would
be appreciated that this step may also occur before or at
the same time with step S1230.
[0090] At step S1290, CH1 updates Cluster 1 based
on the L1/L2 measurements. To be specific, it is possible
that one or more ANs outside Cluster 1 have been meas-
ured by UE1 and their signal strengths are strong enough
to serve the UE, or one or more ANs within Cluster 1 may
be measured as being not appropriate to stay within Clus-
ter 1. In this case, CH1 needs to perform updating of
Cluster 1.
[0091] As a feasible implementation, the updating may
be done by converting the L1/L2 measurements to L3
measurements; determining that one or more ANs out-
side Cluster 1 have been measured as having a signal
quality above a first predefined threshold, based on the
L3 measurements; and adding the one or more ANs into
Cluster 1. In this implementation, it is also possible that
CH1 cannot handle one or more ANs outside Cluster 1,
then CH1 will ask CCU for coordinating the updating.
[0092] As another feasible implementation, the updat-
ing may be done by converting the L1/L2 measurements
to L3 measurements; determining that one or more ANs
within the cluster have been measured as having a signal
quality below a second predefined threshold, based on
the L3 measurements; and removing the detected one
or more ANs from Cluster 1.
[0093] For example, it is assumed that AN1, AN 2 and
AN3 within Cluster 1, as well as AN4 outside Cluster 1
have been measured by UE1. From the L3 measure-
ments, CH1 may determine RSCP of AN1, AN2, AN3
and AN4 as RSCP_AN1, RSCP_AN2, RSCP_AN3, and
RSCP_AN4, respectively. Then, if RSCP_AN4 >
RSCP_AN1 - XdB, CH1 will add AN4 into Cluster 1. If
RSCP_AN3 < RSCP_AN1 - YdB, CH 1 will remove AN3
from Cluster 1. Here, specific values of X and Y may be

preconfigured.
[0094] With the handover procedure 1200, the conver-
sion of the L1/L2 measurements to the L3 measurements
is done at CH1, UE1 only needs to report the L1/L2 meas-
urements without converting L1/L2 measurements to the
L3 measurements. This can reduce reporting signaling
on neighboring AN measurements from the UE while sim-
plifying the UE’s processing.
[0095] Moreover, for intra-cluster beam switching,
CH1 can achieve fast beam switching among ANs within
the same cluster. This can mitigate signaling to/ from
CCU, thereby somewhat offloading CCU and reducing
latency as well as interference due to the additional sig-
naling transmission between CH1 and CCU.
[0096] According to some embodiments of the present
disclosure, there is provided a control node 1300 being
under control of a control node and serving a terminal
device. The control node 1300 is configured to receive,
from the terminal device, L1/L2 measurements on the
radio node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of
the radio node; convert the L1/L2 measurements to L3
measurements; and transmit the L3 measurements to
the control node for determining whether the terminal de-
vice is to perform handover from the radio node to one
neighboring radio node of the radio node.
[0097] For example, the radio node 1300 may be AN1
as shown in Fig. 1, and correspondingly, its control node
is CCU and the served terminal device is UE1. The radio
node 1300 may be applied to implement the method 500
as shown in Fig. 5, or to participant in the handover pro-
cedure 700 as shown in Fig. 7.
[0098] Fig. 13A is a schematic block diagram of the
radio node 1300 according to a particular embodiment
of the present disclosure.
[0099] According to this embodiment, the radio node
1300 includes a receiving unit 1310, a converting unit
1320 and a transmitting unit 1330, as shown in Fig. 13A.
[0100] The receiving unit 1310 is configured to receive,
from the terminal device, L1/L2 measurements on the
radio node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of
the radio node, e.g., AN2, AN3 or AN4 as shown in Fig. 1.
[0101] The converting unit 1320 is configured to con-
vert the L1/L2 measurements to L3 measurements, e.g.,
in a similar manner with the legacy neighboring cell meas-
urements in LTE.
[0102] The transmitting unit 1330 is configured to
transmit the L3 measurements to the control node for
determining whether the terminal device is to perform
handover from the radio node to one neighboring radio
node of the radio node.
[0103] It should be noted that two or more different
units in this disclosure may be logically or physically com-
bined. For example, the receiving unit 1310 and the trans-
mitting unit 1330 may be combined as one single unit,
e.g., a transceiver in the radio node.
[0104] Fig. 13B is a schematic block diagram of the
radio node 1300 according to another particular embod-
iment of the present disclosure.
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[0105] According to this embodiment, the radio node
1300 includes a processor 1301 and an associated mem-
ory 1302, as illustrated in Fig. 13B. The processor 1301
may also be referred to as processing module, process-
ing unit or processing circuitry. The memory 1302 may
be arranged to be used to store executable instructions
and data to perform the actions illustrated, e.g., in Fig. 5
and/or Fig. 7.
[0106] So, when the executable instructions are exe-
cuted on the processor 1301, the processor 1301 is ca-
pable of causing the radio node 1300 to perform, e.g.,
the method 500 and/or the method 700. For example, by
having the executable instructions stored in the memory
1302 ran on the processor 1301, the radio node 1300 is
operative to receive, from the terminal device, L1/ L2
measurements on the radio node and one or more neigh-
boring radio nodes of the radio node; convert the L1/L2
measurements to L3 measurements; and transmit the L3
measurements to the control node for determining wheth-
er the terminal device is to perform handover from the
radio node to one neighboring radio node of the radio
node.
[0107] Fig. 13C is a schematic block diagram of the
radio node 1300 according to a further particular embod-
iment of the present disclosure.
[0108] According to this embodiment, the radio node
1300 includes a processing arrangement 1303, as illus-
trated in Fig. 13C. The processing arrangement 1303
may be configured to perform the actions illustrated, e.g.,
in Fig. 5 and/or Fig. 7. For example, the processing ar-
rangement 1303 may be configured to receive, from the
terminal device, L1/ L2 measurements on the radio node
and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio
node; convert the L1/L2 measurements to L3 measure-
ments; and to transmit the L3 measurements to the con-
trol node for determining whether the terminal device is
to perform handover from the radio node to one neigh-
boring radio node of the radio node.
[0109] According to some embodiments of the present
disclosure, there is provided a cluster manager 1400.
The cluster manager controls a cluster for a terminal de-
vice served by a radio node, and is under control of a
control node. The cluster includes the radio node. The
cluster manager 1400 is configured to receive L1/ L2
measurements of the terminal device on the radio node
and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio
node; determine a target radio node, to which the terminal
device is to be handed over, based on the L1/L2 meas-
urements; determine whether the target radio node is
within the cluster; and if it is determined that the target
radio node is within the cluster, determine whether the
terminal device is to perform handover from a beam of
the radio node to a beam of the target radio node.
[0110] For example, the cluster manager 1400 may be
CH1 as shown in Fig. 4, and correspondingly the radio
node may be AN1, the control node is CCU and the
served terminal device is UE1. In an example, the cluster
manager 1400 may be AN1. In another example, the clus-

ter manager 1400 may be CCU. The cluster manager
1400 may be applied to implement the method 800 as
shown in Fig. 8, or to participant in the handover proce-
dure 1200 as shown in Fig. 12.
[0111] Fig. 14A is a schematic block diagram of the
cluster manager 1400 according to a particular embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.
[0112] As shown in Fig. 14A, the cluster manager 1400
includes a receiving unit 1410, a first determining unit
1420, a second determining unit 1430, a third determin-
ing unit 1440, a converting unit 1450, a transmitting unit
1460, and an updating unit 1470. The converting unit
1450, the transmitting unit 1460, and the updating unit
1470 are optional.
[0113] The receiving unit 1410 is configured to receive
L1/L2 measurements of the terminal device on the radio
node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the
radio node.
[0114] The first determining unit 1420 is configured to
determine a target radio node, to which the terminal de-
vice is to be handed over, based on the L1/L2 measure-
ments.
[0115] The second determining unit 1430 is configured
to determine whether the target radio node is within the
cluster.
[0116] The third determining unit 1440 is configured to
determine, if it is determined that the target radio node
is within the cluster, whether the terminal device is to
perform handover from a beam of the radio node to a
beam of the target radio node.
[0117] The converting unit 1450 is configured to con-
vert, if it is determined that the target radio node is outside
the cluster, the L1/L2 measurements to L3 measure-
ments.
[0118] The transmitting unit 1460 is configured to
transmit the L3 measurements to the control node for
determining whether the terminal device is to perform
handover from the radio node to the target radio node.
[0119] The updating unit 1470 is configured to update,
before the third determining unit 1440 determines wheth-
er the target radio node is within the cluster, the cluster
based on the L1/L2 measurements. As an example, the
updating unit 1470 is further configured to: convert the
L1/L2 measurements to L3 measurements; determine
that one or more radio nodes outside the cluster have
been measured as having a signal quality above a first
predefined threshold, based on the L3 measurements;
and add the one or more radio node into the cluster. As
another example, the updating unit 1470 is further con-
figured to: convert the L1/L2 measurements to L3 meas-
urements; determine that one or more radio nodes within
the cluster have been measured as having a signal qual-
ity below a second predefined threshold, based on the
L3 measurements; and remove the detected one or more
radio nodes from the cluster.
[0120] It should be noted that two or more different
units in this disclosure may be logically or physically com-
bined. For example, the first to third determining units
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1420-1440 may be combined as one single unit, e.g., a
processor in the cluster manager.
[0121] Fig. 14B is a schematic block diagram of the
cluster manager 1400 according to another particular
embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0122] According to this embodiment, the cluster man-
ager 1400 includes a processor 1401 and an associated
memory 1402, as illustrated in Fig. 14B. The processor
1401 may also be referred to as processing module,
processing unit or processing circuitry. The memory 1402
may be arranged to be used to store executable instruc-
tions and data to perform the actions illustrated, e.g., in
Fig. 8 and/or Fig. 12.
[0123] So, when the executable instructions are exe-
cuted on the processor 1401, the processor 1401 is ca-
pable of causing the cluster manager 1400 to perform,
e.g., the method 800 and/or the method 1200. For ex-
ample, by having the executable instructions stored in
the memory 1402 ran on the processor 1401, the cluster
manager 1400 is operative to receive L1/L2 measure-
ments of the terminal device on the radio node and one
or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio node; to
determine a target radio node, to which the terminal de-
vice is to be handed over, based on the L1/L2 measure-
ments; to determine whether the target radio node is with-
in the cluster; and if it is determined that the target radio
node is within the cluster, to determine whether the ter-
minal device is to perform handover from a beam of the
radio node to a beam of the target radio node.
[0124] Fig. 14C is a schematic block diagram of the
cluster manager 1400 according to a further particular
embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0125] According to this embodiment, the cluster man-
ager 1400 includes a processing arrangement 1403, as
illustrated in Fig. 14C. The processing arrangement 1403
may be configured to perform the actions illustrated, e.g.,
e.g., in Fig. 8 and/or Fig. 12. For example, the processing
arrangement 1403 may be configured to: receive L1/L2
measurements of the terminal device on the radio node
and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio
node; determine a target radio node, to which the terminal
device is to be handed over, based on the L1/L2 meas-
urements; determine whether the target radio node is
within the cluster; and if it is determined that the target
radio node is within the cluster, determine whether the
terminal device is to perform handover from a beam of
the radio node to a beam of the target radio node.
[0126] According to some embodiments of the present
disclosure, there is provided a control node 1500. The
control node 1500 controls a radio node serving a termi-
nal device. The control node 1500 is configured to receive
L3 measurements from the radio node, wherein the L3
measurements being converted from L1/L2 measure-
ments of the terminal device on the radio node and one
or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio node. The
control node 1500 is further configured to determine
whether the terminal device is to perform handover from
the radio node to one neighboring radio node of the radio

node, based on the L3 measurements.
[0127] For example, the control node 1500 may be
CCU as shown in Fig. 1, and correspondingly the radio
node may be AN1 and the terminal device is UE1. The
control node 1500 may be applied to implement the meth-
od 600 as shown in Fig. 6, or to participant in the handover
procedure 700 as shown in Fig. 7.
[0128] Fig. 15A is a schematic block diagram of the
control node 1500 according to a particular embodiment
of the present disclosure.
[0129] According to this embodiment, the control node
1500 includes a receiving unit 1510 and a determining
unit 1520, as shown in Fig. 15A.
[0130] The receiving unit 1510 is configured to receive
L3 measurements from the radio node. The L3 measure-
ments are converted from L1/ L2 measurements of the
terminal device on the radio node and one or more neigh-
boring radio nodes of the radio node.
[0131] The determining unit 1520 is configured to de-
termine whether the terminal device is to perform hando-
ver from the radio node to one neighboring radio node
of the radio node, based on the L3 measurements.
[0132] Fig. 15B is a schematic block diagram of the
control node 1500 according to another particular em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
[0133] According to this embodiment, the control node
1500 includes a processor 1501 and an associated mem-
ory 1502. The processor 1501 may also be referred to
as processing module, processing unit or processing cir-
cuitry. The memory 1502 may be arranged to be used to
store executable instructions and data to perform the ac-
tions illustrated, e.g., in Fig. 6 and/or Fig. 7.
[0134] So, when the executable instructions are exe-
cuted on the processor 1501, the processor 1501 is ca-
pable of causing the control node 1500 to perform, e.g.,
the method 600 and/or the method 700. For example, by
having the executable instructions stored in the memory
1502 ran on the processor 1501, the control node 1500
is operative to: receive L3 measurements from the radio
node, wherein the L3 measurements are converted from
L1/L2 measurements of the terminal device on the radio
node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the
radio node; and determine whether the terminal device
is to perform handover from the radio node to one neigh-
boring radio node of the radio node, based on the L3
measurements.
[0135] Fig. 15C is a schematic block diagram of the
control node 1500 according to a further particular em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
[0136] According to this embodiment, the control node
1500 includes a processing arrangement 1503. The
processing arrangement 1503 may be configured to per-
form the actions illustrated, e.g., in Fig. 6 and/or Fig. 7.
For example, the processing arrangement 1503 may be
configured to receive L3 measurements from the radio
node. The L3 measurements are converted from L1/L2
measurements of the terminal device on the radio node
and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the radio
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node. The processing arrangement 1503 may be further
configured to determine whether the terminal device is
to perform handover from the radio node to one neigh-
boring radio node of the radio node, based on the L3
measurements.
[0137] According to some embodiments of the present
disclosure, there is provided a control node 1600. The
control node 1600 controls a radio node serving a termi-
nal device. The terminal device has a cluster, which is
controlled by a cluster manager under control of the con-
trol node and includes the radio node and one or more
neighboring radio nodes of the radio node. The control
node 1600 is configured to receive L3 measurements
from the cluster manager. The L3 measurements are
converted from L1/L2 measurements of the terminal de-
vice on the radio node and one or more neighboring radio
nodes of the radio node. The control node 1600 is further
configured to determine whether the terminal device is
to perform handover from the radio node to a radio node
outside the cluster, based on the L3 measurements.
[0138] For example, the control node 1600 may be
CCU as shown in Fig. 1, and correspondingly the radio
node may be AN1 and the terminal device is UE1. More-
over, UE1 has a cluster formed of AN1, AN2 and AN3,
as illustrated in Fig. 4, then the cluster manager is CH1
for Cluster 1. The control node 1600 may be applied to
implement the method 1100 as shown in Fig. 11, or to
participant in the handover procedure 1200 as shown in
Fig. 12.
[0139] Fig. 16A is a schematic block diagram of the
control node 1600 according to a particular embodiment
of the present disclosure.
[0140] According to this embodiment, the control node
1600 includes a receiving unit 1610 and a determining
unit 1620, as shown in Fig. 16A.
[0141] The receiving unit 1610 is configured to receive
L3 measurements from the cluster manager. The L3
measurements are converted from L1/ L2 measurements
of the terminal device on the radio node and one or more
neighboring radio nodes of the radio node.
[0142] The determining unit 1620 is configured to de-
termine whether the terminal device is to perform hando-
ver from the radio node to a radio node outside the cluster,
based on the L3 measurements.
[0143] Fig. 16B is a schematic block diagram of the
control node 1600 according to another particular em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
[0144] According to this embodiment, the control node
1600 includes a processor 1601 and an associated mem-
ory 1602. The processor 1601 may also be referred to
as processing module, processing unit or processing cir-
cuitry. The memory 1602 may be arranged to be used to
store executable instructions and data to perform the ac-
tions illustrated, e.g., in Fig. 11 and/or Fig. 12.
[0145] So, when the executable instructions are exe-
cuted on the processor 1601, the processor 1601 is ca-
pable of causing the control node 1600 to perform, e.g.,
the method 1100 and/or the method 1200. For example,

by having the executable instructions stored in the mem-
ory 1602 ran on the processor 1601, the control node
1600 is operative to: receive L3 measurements from the
cluster manager, wherein the L3 measurements are con-
verted from L1/L2 measurements of the terminal device
on the radio node and one or more neighboring radio
nodes of the radio node; and determine whether the ter-
minal device is to perform handover from the radio node
to a radio node outside the cluster, based on the L3 meas-
urements.
[0146] Fig. 16C is a schematic block diagram of the
control node 1600 according to a further particular em-
bodiment of the present disclosure.
[0147] According to this embodiment, the control node
1600 includes a processing arrangement 1603. The
processing arrangement 1603 may be configured to per-
form the actions illustrated, e.g., in Fig. 11 and/or Fig.
12. For example, the processing arrangement 1603 may
be configured to receive L3 measurements from the clus-
ter manager. The L3 measurements are converted from
L1/L2 measurements of the terminal device on the radio
node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the
radio node. The processing arrangement 1603 may be
further configured to determine whether the terminal de-
vice is to perform handover from the radio node to a radio
node outside the cluster, based on the L3 measurements.
[0148] Fig. 17 schematically shows an embodiment of
an arrangement 1700 comprising at least one particular
computer program product 1708 according to a particular
embodiment of the present disclosure. The arrangement
1700 may be used in the radio node 1300, the cluster
manager 1400, or the control node 1500 or 1600 accord-
ing to the present disclosure. Comprised in the arrange-
ment 1700 are here a processing unit 1706, e.g., with a
Digital Signal Processor (DSP). The processing unit 1706
may be a single unit or a plurality of units to perform
different actions of procedures described herein. The ar-
rangement 1700 may also comprise an input unit 1702
for receiving signals from other entities, and an output
unit 1704 for providing signal(s) to other entities. The
input unit and the output unit may be arranged as an
integrated entity or as illustrated in the example of Fig.
13, Fig. 14, Fig. 15 or Fig. 16.
[0149] Furthermore, the at least one computer pro-
gram product 1708 may be in the form of a non-volatile
or volatile memory, e.g., an Electrically Erasable Pro-
grammable Read-Only Memory (EEPROM), a flash
memory and a hard drive. The computer program product
1708 comprises a computer program 1710, which com-
prises code/computer readable instructions, which when
executed by the processing unit 1706 in the arrangement
1700 causes the arrangement 1700 and/or the network
node or the UE in which it is comprised to perform the
actions, e.g., of the procedure described earlier in con-
junction with either of Figs. 5-12.
[0150] The computer program 1710 may be configured
as a computer program code structured in computer pro-
gram modules 1710A-1710D, 1710E-1710J, 1710K
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-1710M, or 1710N -1710P. Hence, in an exemplifying
embodiment when the arrangement 1700 is used in the
radio node 1300, the code in the computer program of
the arrangement 1700 includes a receiving module
1710A, for receiving, from the terminal device, L1/L2
measurements on the radio node and one or more neigh-
boring radio nodes of the radio node. The code in the
computer program 1710 further includes a converting
module 1710B, for converting the L1/L2 measurements
to L3 measurements. The code in the computer program
1710 may further include a transmitting module 1710C,
for transmitting the L3 measurements to the control node
for determining whether the terminal device is to perform
handover from the radio node to one neighboring radio
node of the radio node. The code in the computer pro-
gram 1710 may comprise further modules, illustrated as
module 1710D, e.g. for controlling and performing other
related procedures associated with the radio node’s op-
erations.
[0151] In another exemplifying embodiment when the
arrangement 1700 is used in the cluster manager 1400,
the code in the computer program of the arrangement
1700 includes a receiving module 1710E, for receiving
L1/L2 measurements of the terminal device on the radio
node and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the
radio node. The code in the computer program further
includes a determining module 1710F, for determining a
target radio node, to which the terminal device is to be
handed over, based on the L1/L2 measurements; deter-
mining whether the target radio node is within the cluster;
and determining, if it is determined that the target radio
node is within the cluster, whether the terminal device is
to perform handover from a beam of the radio node to a
beam of the target radio node. The code in the computer
program further includes a converting module 1710G, for
converting, if it is determined that the target radio node
is outside the cluster, the L1/L2 measurements to Layer
3 (L3) measurements. The code in the computer program
further includes a transmitting module 1710H, for trans-
mitting the L3 measurements to the control node for de-
termining whether the terminal device is to perform
handover from the radio node to the target radio node.
The code in the computer program further includes an
updating module 17101, for update, before the determin-
ing module determines whether the target radio node is
within the cluster, the cluster based on the L1/L2 meas-
urements. The code in the computer program 1710 may
comprise further modules, illustrated as module 1710J,
e.g. for controlling and performing other related proce-
dures associated with the cluster manager’s operations.
[0152] In yet another exemplifying embodiment when
the arrangement 1700 is used in the control node 1500,
the code in the computer program of the arrangement
1700 includes a receiving module 1710K, for receiving
L3 measurements from the radio node. The code in the
computer program 1710 further includes a determining
module 1710L, for determining whether the terminal de-
vice is to perform handover from the radio node to one

neighboring radio node of the radio node, based on the
L3 measurements. The code in the computer program
1710 may comprise further modules, illustrated as mod-
ule 1710M, e.g. for controlling and performing other re-
lated procedures associated with the control node’s op-
erations.
[0153] In a further exemplifying embodiment when the
arrangement 1700 is used in the control node 1600, the
code in the computer program of the arrangement 1700
includes a receiving module 1710N, for receiving L3
measurements from the cluster manager. The code in
the computer program 1710 further includes a determin-
ing module 17100, for determining whether the terminal
device is to perform handover from the radio node to a
radio node outside the cluster, based on the L3 meas-
urements. The code in the computer program 1710 may
comprise further modules, illustrated as module 1710P,
e.g. for controlling and performing other related proce-
dures associated with the control node’s operations.
[0154] The computer program modules could essen-
tially perform the actions of the flow illustrated in Fig. 5,
to emulate the radio node 1300, or the actions of the flow
illustrated in Fig. 8, to emulate the cluster manager 1400,
or the actions of the flow illustrated in Fig. 6 to emulate
the control node 1500, or the actions of the flow illustrated
in Fig. 11 to emulate the control node 1600. In other
words, when the different computer program modules
are executed in the processing unit 1706, they may cor-
respond, e.g., to the units 1310 -1330 or 1301-1302 or
1303 of Fig. 13, or to the units 1410-1470 or 1401-1402
or 1403 of Fig. 14, or to the units 1510-1520 or 1501-1502
or 1503 in Fig. 15, or to the units 1610-1620 or 1601-1602
or 1603 in Fig. 16.
[0155] Although the code means in the embodiments
disclosed above in conjunction with Fig. 17 are imple-
mented as computer program modules which when ex-
ecuted in the processing unit causes the device to per-
form the actions described above in conjunction with the
figures mentioned above, at least one of the code means
may in alternative embodiments be implemented at least
partly as hardware circuits.
[0156] The processor may be a single CPU (Central
processing unit), but could also comprise two or more
processing units. For example, the processor may in-
clude general purpose microprocessors; instruction set
processors and/or related chips sets and/or special pur-
pose microprocessors such as Application Specific Inte-
grated Circuit (ASICs). The processor may also comprise
board memory for caching purposes. The computer pro-
gram may be carried by a computer program product
connected to the processor. The computer program prod-
uct may comprise a computer readable medium on which
the computer program is stored. For example, the com-
puter program product may be a flash memory, a Ran-
dom-access memory (RAM), a Read-Only Memory
(ROM), or an EEPROM, and the computer program mod-
ules described above could in alternative embodiments
be distributed on different computer program products in
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the form of memories within the UE.
[0157] The present disclosure is described above with
reference to the embodiments thereof. However, those
embodiments are provided just for illustrative purpose,
rather than limiting the present disclosure. The scope of
the disclosure is defined by the attached claims.

Claims

1. A method (800) performed by a cluster manager con-
trolling a cluster for a terminal device served by a
radio node, wherein the cluster manager is under
control of a control node and the cluster includes the
radio node, the method comprising:

receiving (S810) Layer 1/Layer 2 measure-
ments of the terminal device on the radio node
and one or more neighboring radio nodes of the
radio node,
determining (S820) a target radio node, to which
the terminal device is to be handed over, based
on the Layer 1/Layer 2 measurements;
determining (S830) whether the target radio
node is within the cluster;
if it is determined that the target radio node is
within the cluster, determining (S840) whether
the terminal device is to perform handover from
a beam of the radio node to a beam of the target
radio node;
if it is determined that the target radio node is
outside the cluster, converting (S850) the Layer
1/Layer 2 measurements to Layer 3 measure-
ments; and
transmitting (S860) the Layer 3 measurements
to the control node for determining whether the
terminal device is to perform handover from the
radio node to the target radio node.

2. The method (800) according to claim 1, wherein be-
fore determining whether the target radio node is
within the cluster, the method further comprises:
updating (S870) the cluster based on the Layer
1/Layer 2 measurements.

3. The method (800) according to claim 2, wherein up-
dating (S870) the cluster based on the Layer 1/Layer
2 measurements comprises:

converting (S871) the Layer 1/Layer 2 measure-
ments to Layer 3 measurements;
determining (S872) that one or more radio nodes
outside the cluster have been measured as hav-
ing a signal quality above a first predefined
threshold, based on the Layer 3 measurements;
and
adding (S873) the one or more radio nodes into
the cluster.

4. The method (800) according to claim 2, wherein up-
dating (S870) the cluster based on the Layer 1/Layer
2 measurements comprises:

converting (S871) the Layer 1/Layer 2 measure-
ments to Layer 3 measurements;
determining (S874) that one or more radio nodes
within the cluster have been measured as hav-
ing a signal quality below a second predefined
threshold, based on the Layer 3 measurements;
and
removing (S875) the detected one or more radio
nodes from the cluster.

5. A cluster manager (1400) controlling a cluster for a
terminal device served by a radio node, wherein the
cluster manager is under control of a control node
and the cluster includes the radio node, the cluster
manager comprising:

a receiving unit (1410) configured to receive
Layer 1/Layer 2 measurements of the terminal
device on the radio node and one or more neigh-
boring radio nodes of the radio node,
a first determining unit (1420) configured to de-
termine a target radio node, to which the terminal
device is to be handed over, based on the Layer
1/Layer 2 measurements;
a second determining unit (1430) configured to
determine whether the target radio node is within
the cluster;
a third determining unit (1440) configured to de-
termine, if it is determined that the target radio
node is within the cluster, whether the terminal
device is to perform handover from a beam of
the radio node to a beam of the target radio node;
a converting unit (1450) configured to convert,
if it is determined that the target radio node is
outside the cluster, the Layer 1/Layer 2 meas-
urements to Layer 3 measurements; and
a transmitting unit (1460) configured to transmit
the Layer 3 measurements to the control node
for determining whether the terminal device is
to perform handover from the radio node to the
target radio node.

6. The cluster manager (1400) according to claim 5,
further comprising:
an updating unit (1470) configured to update, before
the third determining unit determines whether the
target radio node is within the cluster, the cluster
based on the Layer 1/Layer 2 measurements.

7. The cluster manager (1400) according to claim 6,
wherein the updating unit (1470) is configured to:

convert the Layer 1/Layer 2 measurements to
Layer 3 measurements;
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determine that one or more radio nodes outside
the cluster have been measured as having a sig-
nal quality above a first predefined threshold,
based on the Layer 3 measurements; and
add the one or more radio node into the cluster.

8. The cluster manager (1400) according to claim 6,
wherein the updating unit (1470) is configured to:

convert the Layer 1/Layer 2 measurements to
Layer 3 measurements;
determine that one or more radio nodes within
the cluster have been measured as having a sig-
nal quality below a second predefined threshold,
based on the Layer 3 measurements; and
remove the detected one or more radio nodes
from the cluster.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren (800), das von einem Clustermanager
durchgeführt wird, der einen Cluster für ein Endgerät
steuert, das von einem Funkknoten bedient wird, wo-
bei der Clustermanager von einem Steuerknoten ge-
steuert wird und der Cluster den Funkknoten ein-
schließt, wobei das Verfahren umfasst:

Empfangen (S810) von Layer-1/Layer-2-Mes-
sungen des Endgeräts an dem Funkknoten und
einem oder mehreren benachbarten Funkkno-
ten des Funkknotens, Bestimmen (S820) eines
Zielfunkknotens, an den das Endgerät überge-
ben werden soll, basierend auf den Layer-1/Lay-
er-2-Messungen;
Bestimmen (S830), ob sich der Zielfunkknoten
innerhalb des Clusters befindet;
falls bestimmt wird, dass sich der Zielfunkknoten
innerhalb des Clusters befindet, Bestimmen
(S840), ob das Endgerät eine Übergabe von ei-
nem Strahl des Funkknotens zu einem Strahl
des Zielfunkknotens durchführen soll;
falls bestimmt wird, dass sich der Zielfunkknoten
außerhalb des Clusters befindet, Umwandeln
(S850) der Layer-1/Layer-2-Messungen in Lay-
er-3-Messungen; und
Übertragen (S860) der Layer-3-Messungen an
den Steuerknoten zum Bestimmen, ob das End-
gerät eine Übergabe von dem Funkknoten an
den Zielfunkknoten durchführen soll.

2. Verfahren (800) nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Ver-
fahren vor dem Bestimmen, ob sich der Zielfunkkno-
ten innerhalb des Clusters befindet, ferner umfasst:
Aktualisieren (S870) des Clusters basierend auf den
Layer-1/Layer-2-Messungen.

3. Verfahren (800) nach Anspruch 2, wobei das Aktu-

alisieren (S870) des Clusters basierend auf den Lay-
er-1/Layer-2-Messungen umfasst:

Umwandeln (S871) der Layer-1/Layer-2-Mes-
sungen in Layer-3-Messungen;
Bestimmen (S872), dass gemessen wurde,
dass ein oder mehrere Funkknoten außerhalb
des Clusters basierend auf den Layer-3-Mes-
sungen eine Signalqualität über einem ersten
vordefinierten Schwellenwert aufweisen; und
Hinzufügen (S873) des einen oder der mehre-
ren Funkknoten zu dem Cluster.

4. Verfahren (800) nach Anspruch 2, wobei das Aktu-
alisieren (S870) des Clusters basierend auf den Lay-
er-1/Layer-2-Messungen umfasst:

Umwandeln (S871) der Layer-1/Layer-2-Mes-
sungen in Layer-3-Messungen;
Bestimmen (S874), dass gemessen wurde,
dass ein oder mehrere Funkknoten innerhalb
des Clusters basierend auf den Layer-3-Mes-
sungen eine Signalqualität unter einem zweiten
vordefinierten Schwellenwert aufweisen; und
Entfernen (S875) des erkannten einen oder der
erkannten mehreren Funkknoten aus dem Clus-
ter.

5. Clustermanager (1400), der einen Cluster für ein
Endgerät steuert, das von einem Funkknoten be-
dient wird, wobei der Clustermanager von einem
Steuerknoten gesteuert wird und der Cluster den
Funkknoten einschließt, wobei der Clustermanager
umfasst:

eine Empfangseinheit (1410), die konfiguriert ist
zum Empfangen von Layer-1/Layer-2-Messun-
gen des Endgeräts an dem Funkknoten und ei-
nem oder mehreren benachbarten Funkknoten
des Funkknotens, eine erste Bestimmungsein-
heit (1420), die konfiguriert ist zum Bestimmen
eines Zielfunkknotens, an den das Endgerät
übergeben werden soll, basierend auf den Lay-
er-1/Layer-2-Messungen;
eine zweite Bestimmungseinheit (1430), die
konfiguriert ist zum Bestimmen, ob sich der Ziel-
funkknoten innerhalb des Clusters befindet;
eine dritte Bestimmungseinheit (1440), die kon-
figuriert zum Bestimmen, ob das Endgerät eine
Übergabe von einem Strahl des Funkknotens
zu einem Strahl des Zielfunkknotens durchfüh-
ren soll, falls bestimmt wird, dass sich der Ziel-
funkknoten innerhalb des Clusters befindet;
eine Umwandlungseinheit (1450), die konfigu-
riert ist zum Umwandeln der Layer-1/Layer-2-
Messungen in Layer-3-Messungen, falls be-
stimmt wird, dass sich der Zielfunkknoten au-
ßerhalb des Clusters befindet; und
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eine Übertragungseinheit (1460), die konfigu-
riert ist zum Übertragen der Layer-3-Messungen
an den Steuerknoten, um zu bestimmen, ob das
Endgerät eine Übergabe von dem Funkknoten
an den Zielfunkknoten durchführen soll.

6. Clustermanager (1400) nach Anspruch 5, ferner um-
fassend:
eine Aktualisierungseinheit (1470), die konfiguriert
ist zum Aktualisieren des Clusters basierend auf den
Layer-1/Layer-2-Messungen, bevor die dritte Be-
stimmungseinheit bestimmt, ob sich der Zielfunk-
knoten innerhalb des Clusters befindet.

7. Clustermanager (1400) nach Anspruch 6, wobei die
Aktualisierungseinheit (1470) konfiguriert ist zum:

Umwandeln der Layer-1/Layer-2-Messungen in
Layer-3-Messungen;
Bestimmen, dass gemessen wurde, dass ein
oder mehrere Funkknoten außerhalb des Clus-
ters basierend auf den Layer-3-Messungen eine
Signalqualität über einem ersten vordefinierten
Schwellenwert aufweisen; und
Hinzufügen des einen oder der mehreren Funk-
knoten zu dem Cluster.

8. Clustermanager (1400) nach Anspruch 6, wobei die
Aktualisierungseinheit (1470) konfiguriert ist zum:

Umwandeln der Layer-1/Layer-2-Messungen in
Layer-3-Messungen;
Bestimmen, dass gemessen wurde, dass ein
oder mehrere Funkknoten innerhalb des Clus-
ters basierend auf den Layer-3-Messungen eine
Signalqualität unter einem zweiten vordefinier-
ten Schwellenwert aufweisen; und
Entfernen des erkannten einen oder der erkann-
ten mehreren Funkknoten aus dem Cluster.

Revendications

1. Procédé (800) mis en œuvre par un gestionnaire de
grappe commandant une grappe pour un dispositif
terminal desservi par un nœud radio, dans lequel le
gestionnaire de grappe est sous la commande d’un
nœud de commande et la grappe inclut le nœud ra-
dio, le procédé comprenant :

la réception (S810) de mesures de Couche
1/Couche 2 du dispositif terminal sur le nœud
radio et un ou plusieurs nœuds radio voisins du
nœud radio, la détermination (S820) d’un nœud
radio cible, vers lequel le dispositif terminal doit
être transféré, sur la base des mesures de Cou-
che 1/Couche 2 ;
le fait de déterminer (S830) si le nœud radio

cible est au sein de la grappe ;
s’il est déterminé que le nœud radio cible est au
sein de la grappe, le fait de déterminer (S840)
si le dispositif terminal doit mettre en œuvre un
transfert depuis un faisceau du nœud radio vers
un faisceau du nœud radio cible ;
s’il est déterminé que le nœud radio cible est à
l’extérieur de la grappe, la conversion (S850)
des mesures de Couche 1/Couche 2 en mesu-
res de Couche 3 ; et
la transmission (S860) des mesures de Couche
3 au nœud de commande pour déterminer si le
dispositif terminal doit mettre en œuvre un trans-
fert depuis le nœud radio vers le nœud radio
cible.

2. Procédé (800) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
avant de déterminer si le nœud radio cible est au
sein de la grappe, le procédé comprend en outre :
la mise à jour (S870) de la grappe sur la base des
mesures de Couche 1/Couche 2.

3. Procédé (800) selon la revendication 2, dans lequel
la mise à jour (S870) de la grappe sur la base des
mesures de Couche 1/Couche 2 comprend :

la conversion (S871) des mesures de Couche
1/Couche 2 en mesures de Couche 3 ;
le fait de déterminer (S872) qu’un ou plusieurs
nœuds radio à l’extérieur de la grappe ont été
mesurés comme ayant une qualité de signal su-
périeure à un premier seuil prédéfini, sur la base
des mesures de Couche 3 ; et
l’ajout (S873) du ou des nœuds radio dans la
grappe.

4. Procédé (800) selon la revendication 2, dans lequel
la mise à jour (S870) de la grappe sur la base des
mesures de Couche 1/Couche 2 comprend :

la conversion (S871) des mesures de Couche
1/Couche 2 en mesures de Couche 3 ;
le fait de déterminer (S874) qu’un ou plusieurs
nœuds radio au sein de la grappe ont été me-
surés comme ayant une qualité de signal infé-
rieure à un deuxième seuil prédéfini, sur la base
des mesures de Couche 3 ; et
le retrait (S875) du ou des nœuds radio détectés
de la grappe.

5. Gestionnaire de grappe (1400) commandant une
grappe pour un dispositif terminal desservi par un
nœud radio, dans lequel le gestionnaire de grappe
est sous la commande d’un nœud de commande et
la grappe inclut le nœud radio, le gestionnaire de
grappe comprenant :

une unité de réception (1410) configurée pour
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recevoir des mesures de Couche 1/Couche 2
du dispositif terminal sur le nœud radio et un ou
plusieurs nœuds radio voisins du nœud radio,
une première unité de détermination (1420) con-
figurée pour déterminer un nœud radio cible,
vers lequel le dispositif terminal doit être trans-
féré, sur la base des mesures de Couche 1/Cou-
che 2 ;
une deuxième unité de détermination (1430)
configurée pour déterminer si le nœud radio ci-
ble est au sein de la grappe ;
une troisième unité de détermination (1440)
configurée pour déterminer, s’il est déterminé
que le nœud radio cible est au sein de la grappe,
si le dispositif terminal doit mettre en œuvre un
transfert depuis un faisceau du nœud radio vers
un faisceau du nœud radio cible ;
une unité de conversion (1450) configurée pour
convertir, s’il est déterminé que le nœud radio
cible est à l’extérieur de la grappe, les mesures
de Couche 1/Couche 2 en mesures de Couche
3 ; et
une unité de transmission (1460) configurée
pour transmettre les mesures de Couche 3 au
nœud de commande pour déterminer si le dis-
positif terminal doit mettre en œuvre un transfert
depuis le nœud radio vers le nœud radio cible.

6. Gestionnaire de grappe (1400) selon la revendica-
tion 5, comprenant en outre :
une unité de mise à jour (1470) configurée pour met-
tre à jour, avant que la troisième unité de détermi-
nation détermine si le nœud radio cible est au sein
de la grappe, la grappe sur la base des mesures de
Couche 1/Couche 2.

7. Gestionnaire de grappe (1400) selon la revendica-
tion 6, dans lequel l’unité de mise à jour (1470) est
configurée pour :

convertir les mesures de Couche 1/Couche 2
en mesures de Couche 3 ;
déterminer qu’un ou plusieurs nœuds radio à
l’extérieur de la grappe ont été mesurés comme
ayant une qualité de signal supérieure à un pre-
mier seuil prédéfini, sur la base des mesures de
Couche 3 ; et
ajouter le ou les nœuds radio dans la grappe.

8. Gestionnaire de grappe (1400) selon la revendica-
tion 6, dans lequel l’unité de mise à jour (1470) est
configurée pour :

convertir les mesures de Couche 1/Couche 2
en mesures de Couche 3 ;
déterminer qu’un ou plusieurs nœuds radio au
sein de la grappe ont été mesurés comme ayant
une qualité de signal inférieure à un deuxième

seuil prédéfini, sur la base des mesures de Cou-
che 3 ; et
retirer le ou les nœuds radio détectés de la grap-
pe.
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