EP 3 315 332 A1

(1 9) Europdisches

Patentamt

European
Patent Office
Office européen

des brevets

(11) EP 3 315 332 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
02.05.2018 Bulletin 2018/18

(21) Application number: 17196703.7

(22) Date of filing: 16.10.2017

(51) IntCl.:
B60C 25/05 (2006.01) B60C 25/138(2006.07)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB

GRHRHUIEISITLILTLULVMC MKMT NL NO

PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States:
BA ME

Designated Validation States:
MA MD

(30) Priority: 18.10.2016 1T 201600104639
18.10.2016 IT 201600104507

(71) Applicant: NEXION S.p.A.
42015 Correggio (RE) (IT)

(72) Inventor: CORGHI, Giulio
42015 CORREGGIO (IT)

(74) Representative: Conti, Marco
Bugnion S.p.A.
Via di Corticella, 87
40128 Bologna (IT)

(54) TYRE CHANGING MACHINE

(57) A machine (1) configured to remove and mount
a tyre from and on a respective rim of a vehicle wheel
(2), comprises: an operating arm (4) directed along a
longitudinal orientation; a head (5) supported by the op-
erating arm (4); a first tool and a second tool. The first
tool is connected to the head (5) and projects in a first
direction; the second tool is connected to the head (5)
and, in a first operating configuration of the head (5), is
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disposed in a first position where it projects in a second
direction, opposite to the first direction. The second tool
is pivoted to the head (5) to rotate about an axis of tilt
(406’) transverse to the longitudinal orientation (402) to
move from the first position to a second position, corre-
sponding to a second operating configuration of the head
(5) and tilted upside down relative to the first position, to
project in the first direction.

402

58
\\‘ﬁ

103

\/—102

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 3 315 332 A1 2

Description

[0001] This description relates to a tyre changing ma-
chine.

[0002] Generally speaking, the term "tyre changing

machine" denotes a machine configured to carry out the
operations needed to remove a tyre from a respective
rim of a vehicle wheel and/or to carry out the operations
needed to fit the tyre to the rim.

[0003] Current tyre changing machines include a
wheel-holder unit which is designed to hold securely in
place the wheel, comprising rim and tyre or, if the tyre is
being fitted, only the rim. The wheel-holder unit defines
a main axis which operatively coincides with the axis of
the rim when the rim, with or without the tyre, is mounted
on the wheel-holder unit. These machines comprise ro-
tation means configured to rotate the wheel-holder unit
about the main axis, which thus becomes an axis of ro-
tation of the wheel-holder unit.

[0004] These machines can be configured in such a
way that the main axis, which, as stated above, opera-
tively coincides with the axis of the rim, is operatively
disposed parallel to the force of gravity. Alternatively, the
main axis may be transverse, and more specifically, at
right angles, to the force of gravity. Usually, in machines
configured to operate on large sized and/or heavy
wheels, the main axis is parallel to gravity, and hence
positioned vertically, in such a way that the rim, when
mounted on the wheel-holder unit, lies in a horizontal
plane.

[0005] These machines include at least one removal
and/or mounting tool configured to interact with the
wheel-holder unit and the rotation means in order to au-
tomatically prise the tyre off the rim, in the case of re-
moval, or to automatically fit the tyre to the rim, in the
case of mounting.

[0006] Removal devices currently known are de-
scribed, for example, in patent documents EP 1398184

B1, EP 1916125 B1, AN2002A000041, or
BI2013A000008.
[0007] To remove the tyre from the rim, one currently

known device (for example, the one described in patent
document EP 1398184 B1) comprises a demounting tool
mounted on the head of the device in order to be able to
rotate relative to the head itself.

[0008] Removing the tyre comprises an inserting step,
carried out with the tool in a first angular operating posi-
tion relative to the head, where the tool is preferably par-
allel to the axis of the wheel.

[0009] Removing then comprises a step where the de-
mounting tool is placed in a second angular operating
position relative to the head, which may be referred to
as "locating" or "gripping" step, during which the tool is
directed towards the main axis defined by the wheel-hold-
er unit.

[0010] After this locating step, removing comprises an
extracting step which is carried out at least partly with
the demounting tool once again in the first position rela-
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tive to the head.

[0011] During the inserting step, the tool is inserted
between the rim and the tyre bead.

[0012] By means of a drive system, the demounting
tool is moved to the second position, or locating position,
relative to the head, where it can interact with the edge
of the tyre in order to grip the tyre bead.

[0013] More specifically, the movement towards the lo-
cating position allows the demounting tool to be wedged
firmly between the bead and the rim in such a way as to
grip and firmly hold the edge of the bead.

[0014] The drive system then moves the demounting
tool back to the first position, or neutral position, in order
to carry outthe next operating step of extracting the bead,
which comprises lifting the tool to transfer and hence ex-
tract at least a portion of the bead to a position up and
overthe rim. The operation by which the bead is extracted
can create a significant state of stress in the tyre de-
mounting tool and especially in the tyre bead itself on
account of the considerable resistance offered by the tyre
mounted or at least still partly mounted on the rim.
[0015] This significant state of stress increases tool
wear and/or damage to the tyre bead on account of re-
peated tyre removal operations performed with the tool
itself, thereby reducing its working life.

[0016] To reduce the stress on the demounting tool
and/or on the tyre bead, the technical solution described
in patentdocument EP 1398184 B1, the demounting tool
may be made to perform a roto-translational movement
by which the tool, during or immediately after the extract-
ing step, is brought to a third angular position relative to
the operating head. In the third angular position, the tool
is directed oppositely to the second (locating) position,
considering that the first position (neutral) is intermediate
between the second and third positions. The roto-trans-
lational movement may be operatively considered as a
roto-translational movement relative to the rim. This roto-
translational movement means that the demounting tool
is rotated relative to the operating head towards the third
angular position and, at the same time, translated to-
wards the main axis of the wheel-holder unit, preferably
in such a way as not to touch the rim.

[0017] The technical solution disclosed in patent doc-
ument EP 1398184 B1 can be improved in robustness
in terms of the precision of the roto-translational move-
ment. Further, this technical solution comprises a drive
system whose mechanical components are subjected to
considerable stress during the roto-translational move-
ment.

[0018] A device configured both to fit the tyre to the rim
and to remove the tyre from the rim is described, for ex-
ample, in patent document EP1177920B3. The device
in the document just mentioned comprises a head
equipped both with a mounting tool and with a removal
tool and allows selecting the tool to be used by means
of a drive mechanism which is, however, cumbersome
and expensive and whose use requires considerable ef-
fort because itinvolves rotating the head on itself in order
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to orient one or the other between the removal tool and
the mounting tool towards the tyre. The aim of this inven-
tionis to provide a tyre changing machine that overcomes
the above mentioned disadvantages of the prior art.
[0019] This aim is fully achieved by the tyre changing
machine forming the object of this description as char-
acterized in claim 1.

[0020] According to a first aspect of it, this description
relates to a tyre changing machine configured to remove
a tyre from a respective rim of a vehicle wheel.

[0021] Inapossible embodimentofit, the tyre changing
machine comprises a wheel-holder unit adapted to sup-
port the wheel while the tyre is being mounted or re-
moved.

[0022] According to one aspect of this description, the
machine comprises an operating arm.

[0023] The operating arm includes a head.

[0024] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm
includes a supporting structure.

[0025] In a possible embodiment, the operating armis
oriented and/or is directed and/or extends along a longi-
tudinal orientation.

[0026] The operating arm is operatively positioned rel-
ative to the wheel-holder unit in such a way that the lon-
gitudinal direction is transverse to, or even atright angles
to, the main axis defined by the wheel-holder unit.
[0027] In a possible embodiment, the head is movable
along a longitudinal axis relative to the supporting struc-
ture. The longitudinal axis is parallel to the longitudinal
orientation which generically comprises all the infinite ax-
es which are parallel to the longitudinal axis.

[0028] The operating arm includes a removal tool piv-
oted to the head to rotate relative thereto about an axis
of oscillation. The axis of oscillation is transverse to the
longitudinal orientation and, for example, may be trans-
verse to the longitudinal axis.

[0029] In a possible embodiment of the machine, the
axis of oscillation might be at right angles to the longitu-
dinal orientation.

[0030] In a preferred embodiment, the removal tool is
provided with a hooked or claw-like end. The end of the
tool is preferably adapted to interact with the tyre bead.
[0031] The removal tool is pivoted to the head by
means of a first rotational connection which defines the
axis of oscillation.

[0032] Thanks to thisfirst rotational connection, the re-
moval tool is movable relative to the head by rotation
about the axis of oscillation and is linked at least to the
translation of the head relative to the supporting structure
along the longitudinal axis.

[0033] Thanks to thisfirst rotational connection, the re-
moval tool is movable relative to the head by rotation
about the axis of oscillation and is linked to the head
preferably in all the other movements of the head itself.
[0034] The operating head includes a drive member
which is movable relative to the supporting structure
and/or the head along an operating axis parallel to the
longitudinal axis. The driving member is articulated to the
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removal tool at an operating point which is spaced from
the axis of oscillation. In one embodiment, the driving
member is articulated to the removal tool through a crank.
The crank has a first end, pivotally connected to the re-
moval tool at the operating point, and a second end piv-
otally connected to the driving member.

[0035] The operating arm includes an actuator having
at least one stationary member connected to the sup-
porting structure and at least one movable member. The
movable member is adapted to drive the removal tool in
rotation about the axis of oscillation and relative to the
head. The movable member is adapted to drive the re-
moval tool in translation along the longitudinal axis and
relative to the supporting structure.

[0036] The operating arm includes a coupling member
coupled to the supporting structure, to the head and to
the driving member.

[0037] The movable member of the actuator is con-
nected to the driving member to directly drive it and/or
translate it along the operating axis.

[0038] The movable member may, for example, com-
prise a drive rod.

[0039] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm
comprises a "middle" coupling between the coupling
member and the head, a "front" coupling between the
coupling member and the driving member and a "rear"
coupling between the coupling member and the support-
ing structure.

[0040] Thanks to the middle coupling, the coupling
member is operatively movable relative to the head by
rotation about a middle axis of rotation. The middle axis
of rotation may be transverse or at right angles to the
longitudinal orientation.

[0041] Thanks to the front coupling, the coupling mem-
ber is operatively movable relative to the driving member
by rotation about a front axis of rotation and/or by trans-
lation along the longitudinal orientation or axis. The front
axis of rotation may be transverse or at right angles to
the longitudinal orientation.

[0042] Thanks to the rear coupling, the coupling mem-
ber is operatively movable relative to the supporting
structure by rotation about a rear axis of rotation and/or
by translation along the longitudinal orientation or axis.
The rear axis of rotation may be transverse or at right
angles to the longitudinal orientation.

[0043] The middle axis of rotation is defined by the mid-
dle coupling.
[0044] The middle axis of rotation is preferably parallel

to the axis of oscillation of the tool. The middle axis of
rotation is preferably linked to the head, in particular at
least to the translation thereof relative to the supporting
structure along the longitudinal axis. The middle axis of
rotation preferably remains fixed relative to the head.
[0045] Thanks to the middle axis of rotation, the head
is preferably linked to the translation of the coupling mem-
ber relative to the supporting structure along the longitu-
dinal axis.

[0046] Thanks to the middle coupling, the head can
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preferably only rotate relative to the coupling member
about the middle axis of rotation.

[0047] The middle coupling preferably comprises a piv-
otwhich is fixed relative to the head or the coupling mem-
ber, whilst the other between the head and the coupling
member is rotatable about the pivot.

[0048] The pivot defines the middle axis of rotation.
[0049] The front axis of rotation is defined by the front
coupling.

[0050] The front axis of rotation is preferably parallel
to the axis of oscillation of the tool relative to the head.
The front axis of rotation is preferably parallel to the mid-
dle axis of rotation about which the coupling member
rotates relative to the head.

[0051] The front coupling allows the front axis of rota-
tion to be movable relative to the middle axis of rotation.
Thatway, the coupling member can rotate simultaneous-
ly both relative to the head about the middle axis of ro-
tation and relative to the driving member about the front
axis of rotation.

[0052] The rear axis of rotation is defined by the rear
coupling.
[0053] The rear axis of rotation is preferably parallel to

the axis of oscillation of the tool relative to the head. The
rear axis of rotation is preferably parallel to the middle
axis of rotation about which the coupling member rotates
relative to the head. The rear axis of rotation is preferably
parallel to the middle axis of rotation about which the
coupling member rotates relative to the driving member.
[0054] Therearcoupling allows the rear axis of rotation
to be movable relative to the middle axis of rotation. That
way, the coupling member can rotate simultaneously
both relative to the head about the middle axis of rotation
and relative to the supporting structure about the rear
axis of rotation.

[0055] To explain the general configuration of the arm,
the following should be considered:

- anangularreference position of the removal tool rel-
ative to the head about the axis of oscillation;

- alongitudinal reference position of the removal tool
along the longitudinal orientation and relative to the
supporting structure.

[0056] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that these reference positions of the tool correspond to:

- alongitudinal reference position of the head along
the longitudinal orientation, or along the longitudinal
axis, and relative to the supporting structure;

- alongitudinal reference position of the driving mem-
ber along the longitudinal orientation, or along the
operating axis, and relative to the supporting struc-
ture.

[0057] The expression "longitudinal displacement" is
used to mean a movement, starting from a respective
reference position, relative to the supporting structure
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along the longitudinal orientation, and hence parallel or
along the operating axis, or parallel or along the longitu-
dinal axis.

[0058] The expression "angular displacement” is used
to mean a movement, caused by a corresponding rota-
tion and starting from a respective reference position,
about the axis of oscillation and relative to the head. Gen-
erally speaking, the operating arm is configured in such
a way that a longitudinal displacement of the driving
member in a feed direction starting from its reference
position can cause a longitudinal displacement of the re-
moval tool in the same feed direction.

[0059] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that a longitudinal displacement of the driving member
in the feed direction starting from its reference position
can cause an angular displacement of the removal tool
(in a corresponding "return" direction of its rotation, or
oscillation). This angular displacement is accomplished
by rotating the removal tool about the above mentioned
axis of oscillation.

[0060] Generally speaking, the operating arm is con-
figured in such a way that a longitudinal displacement of
the driving member in the feed direction starting from its
reference position can cause a longitudinal displacement
of the head in the same feed direction.

[0061] Generally speaking, the operating arm is con-
figured so that the longitudinal displacements of the driv-
ing member and the head differ in intensity or modulus:
the greater the angular displacement of the removal tool,
the lower the longitudinal displacement of the removal
tool.

[0062] The return direction referenced to the angular
displacement of the removal tool is such that the removal
tool is brought towards or into the angular extraction po-
sition in which it is operatively directed oppositely to the
wheel rim in order to lift the bead above the rim without
touching the rim.

[0063] Hereinafter, reference to the rotation of the re-
moval tool means a rotation which produces an angular
displacement of the removal tool in the return direction
of its oscillation about the axis of oscillation.

[0064] Preferably, the feed direction of the longitudinal
displacement of the driving member is a direction away
from the supporting structure. Hereinafter, reference to
the translation of the driving member means a translation
which produces a longitudinal displacement of the driving
member in the feed direction.

[0065] Preferably, also the feed direction of the longi-
tudinal displacement of the removal tool is a direction
away from the supporting structure. Hereinafter, refer-
ence to the translation of the removal tool means a trans-
lation which produces a longitudinal displacement of the
removal tool in the feed direction.

[0066] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that as the displacement difference along the longitudinal
axis increases between the driving member and the
head, so the rotation of the removal tool relative to the
head, relative to an angular reference position, for exam-
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ple the one mentioned above, also increases.

[0067] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that if the driving member is translated along the operat-
ing axis relative to the supporting structure and also rel-
ative to the head, then the removal tool rotates at least
relative to the head about the axis of oscillation.

[0068] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that if the driving member is translated along the operat-
ing axis relative to the supporting structure but not relative
to the head, then the removal tool is translated along the
longitudinal axis relative to the supporting structure.
[0069] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that if the driving member is translated along the operat-
ing axis relative to the supporting structure but not relative
to the head, then the possibility of the removal tool rotat-
ing relative to the head is prevented or in any event limited
compared to the case in which the driving member is
translated along the operating axis relative to both the
supporting structure and the head.

[0070] The front coupling is configured in such a way
that translation of the driving member along the operating
axis and relative to the supporting structure can cause
the front coupling to transmit a driving action, parallel to
the longitudinal orientation, between the driving member
and the coupling member.

[0071] Thedriving action transmitted between the driv-
ing member and the coupling member is such that the
translation of the driving member relative to the support-
ing structure along the operating axis at least tends to
cause the coupling member to be translated relative to
the supporting structure along the longitudinal axis.
[0072] The driving action transmitted between the driv-
ing member and the coupling member by means of the
front coupling is such that the translation of the driving
member relative to the supporting structure along the op-
erating axis preferably atleast causes the coupling mem-
ber to rotate relative to the head about the middle axis
of rotation.

[0073] As will become clearer as this description con-
tinues, the operating arm is preferably configured in such
a way that the driving action transmitted between the
driving member and the coupling member causes the
translation of the driving member relative to the support-
ing structure along the operating axis to allow the cou-
pling member to be translated relative to the supporting
structure along the longitudinal axis, only if the rear cou-
pling allows such translation.

[0074] The middle couplingis configured in such a way
that translation of the coupling member along the longi-
tudinal axis and relative to the supporting structure can
cause the middle coupling to transmit a driving action,
parallel to the longitudinal orientation, between the cou-
pling member and the head.

[0075] It should be noted that in one embodiment of
the arm, itis precisely the head which, thanks to the mid-
dle coupling, is linked to the translation of the coupling
member along the longitudinal axis.

[0076] As will become clearer as this description con-
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tinues, the operating arm is preferably configured in such
a way that the driving action transmitted between the
coupling member and the head causes the translation of
the coupling member head relative to the supporting
structure along the longitudinal axis to allow the head to
be translated relative to the supporting structure along
the longitudinal axis.

[0077] In a possible embodiment of the machine, the
longitudinal displacement of the driving member may
comprise a first stroke and a second stroke.

[0078] The first stroke defines a first segment on the
operating axis and/or along the operating axis. The sec-
ond stroke defines a second segment on the operating
axis and/or along the operating axis. The first and second
segments are distinct from each other.

[0079] The second segment of the operating axis is
preferably consecutive and/or adjacent to the first seg-
ment of the operating axis.

[0080] The rear coupling is configured to regulate the
translation of the coupling member relative to the sup-
porting structure along the longitudinal axis depending
on whether the driving member is performing the first
stroke or the second stroke.

[0081] The operating arm is preferably configured in
such a way that during the first stroke of the driving mem-
ber, the rear coupling causes the driving action transmit-
ted between the driving member and the coupling mem-
ber by means of the front coupling to be "less free" to
cause the translation of the coupling member along the
longitudinal axis and relative to the supporting structure
compared to when the driving member performs the sec-
ond stroke. At this point, it should be considered that the
head is at least coupled to the coupling member by
means of the middle coupling and that the middle cou-
pling is adapted to transmit a driving action between the
coupling member and the head, parallel to the longitudi-
nal orientation and as a result of the translation of the
coupling member along the longitudinal axis and relative
to the supporting structure. From this it follows that when
the driving member performs the first stroke, the rear
coupling causes the driving action transmitted between
the driving member and the coupling member by means
of the front coupling to also be "less free" to cause the
translation of the head along the longitudinal axis and
relative to the supporting structure compared to when
the driving member performs the second stroke.

[0082] From anotherviewpoint, under equal conditions
of longitudinal displacement of the driving member, the
head is translated relative to the supporting structure
along the longitudinal orientation more when the driving
member itself performs the second stroke than when the
driving member performs the first stroke. That is because
when the driving member performs the first stroke, the
head, driven by the coupling member which is in turn
driven by the driving member, is less "free" to be trans-
lated along the longitudinal axis.

[0083] From thatitfollows that, under equal conditions
of longitudinal displacement of the driving member, the
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removal tool is rotated relative to the head more when
the driving member itself performs the first stroke than
when the driving member performs the second stroke.
That is because when the driving member performs the
second stroke, the head, driven by the coupling member
which is in turn driven by the driving member, is more
"free" to be translated along the longitudinal axis.
[0084] In one particular embodiment of the machine,
when the driving member performs the first stroke, the
rear coupling prevents the driving action transmitted be-
tween the driving member and the coupling member by
means of the front coupling from causing the coupling
member itself to be translated along the longitudinal axis
and relative to the supporting structure. In this particular
embodiment of the machine, when the driving member
performs the first stroke, the coupling member is thus
totally prevented from being translated along the longi-
tudinal axis and relative to the supporting structure.
[0085] In this particular embodiment of the machine,
when the driving member performs the first stroke, the
rear coupling not only limits the translation of the coupling
member relative to the supporting structure along the lon-
gitudinal axis more than when the driving member per-
forms the second stroke but preferably prevents the cou-
pling member from being translated relative to the sup-
porting structure along the longitudinal axis.

[0086] Sincethe headis linked to the coupling member
by the middle coupling, at least in its translation relative
to the supporting structure along the longitudinal axis,
the headinthis embodiment, too, is prevented from being
translated along the longitudinal axis when the driving
member performs the first stroke.

[0087] In other words and generally speaking, the rear
coupling is configured in such away that when the driving
member performs the first stroke, the driving action ex-
changed between the driving member and the coupling
member by means of the front coupling cannot cause the
coupling member to be translated along the longitudinal
axis relative to the supporting structure, or in any case,
in such a way that the driving action exchanged between
the driving member and the coupling member by means
of the front coupling can cause the coupling member to
be translated in this way but to a more limited extent than
when the driving member performs the second stroke.
[0088] The operating arm is preferably configured in
such a way that when the driving member performs the
second stroke, the rear coupling causes the driving action
transmitted between the driving member and the cou-
pling member by means of the front coupling to allow the
coupling member itself to be translated along the longi-
tudinal axis and relative to the supporting structure. At
this point, it should be considered, as stated above, that
the head is at least coupled to the coupling member by
means of the middle coupling and that the middle cou-
pling is adapted to transmit a driving action between the
coupling member and the head, parallel to the longitudi-
nal orientation and as a result of the translation of the
coupling member along the longitudinal axis and relative
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to the supporting structure. From this it follows that when
the driving member performs the second stroke, the rear
coupling causes the driving action transmitted between
the driving member and the coupling member by means
ofthe front coupling to also allow the head to be translated
along the longitudinal axis and relative to the supporting
structure.

[0089] In other words and generally speaking, the rear
coupling is configured in such a way that when the driving
member performs the second stroke, the driving action
exchanged between the driving member and the coupling
member by means of the front coupling actually does
cause the coupling member, and hence also the head,
to be translated along the longitudinal axis relative to the
supporting structure, or in any case, in such a way as to
cause the coupling member, and hence also the head,
to be translated in this way to a greater extent than when
the driving member performs the first stroke.

[0090] The operating arm is preferably configured in
such a way that when the driving member performs the
first stroke and/or the second stroke, the driving action
exchanged between the driving member and the coupling
member by means of the front coupling causes the cou-
pling member itself to rotate about the middle axis of ro-
tation and relative to the head.

[0091] In a possible embodiment of the machine, the
front coupling is a sliding coupling.

[0092] The front coupling defines a front sliding trajec-
tory between the coupling member and the driving mem-
ber. The front coupling is configured in such a way that
the sliding between the coupling member and the driving
member along that front sliding trajectory is correlated
with a rotation between them about the front axis of ro-
tation and/or a translation between them along the lon-
gitudinal axis.

[0093] The more the rear coupling allows the coupling
member to be translated along the longitudinal axis and
relative to the supporting structure, the less the sliding
between the coupling member and the driving member
along the front sliding trajectory is correlated with a trans-
lation between along the longitudinal axis, and the more
the sliding between the driving member and the coupling
member is correlated with the rotation between them
about the front axis of rotation.

[0094] In a possible embodiment of the machine, the
front sliding coupling between the coupling member and
the driving member, comprises a front slot integral with
one between the coupling member and the driving mem-
ber, and a front pin integral with the other between the
coupling member and the driving member. The front pin
is insertable into the front slot and is slidable along it to
define the front sliding coupling.

[0095] The front axis of rotation is defined by or linked
to the front pin.

[0096] In a possible embodiment of the machine, the
rear coupling is a sliding coupling.

[0097] The rear coupling defines a rear sliding trajec-
tory between the coupling member and the supporting
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structure. The rear coupling is configured in such a way
that the sliding between the coupling member and the
supporting structure along that rear sliding trajectory is
correlated with a rotation between them about the rear
axis of rotation and/or a translation between them along
the longitudinal axis.

[0098] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that when the driving member performs the first stroke,
the sliding between the coupling member and the sup-
porting structure is correlated at least with a rotation be-
tween them about the rear axis of rotation.

[0099] Preferably, the operating arm is configured in
such a way that when the driving member performs the
first stroke, the sliding between the coupling member and
the supporting structure is correlated only with a rotation
between them about the rear axis of rotation, while they
remain fixed relative to each other along the longitudinal
orientation.

[0100] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that when the driving member performs the second
stroke, the sliding between the coupling member and the
supporting structure is correlated at least with a transla-
tion between them along the longitudinal orientation.
[0101] Preferably, the operating arm is configured in
such a way that when the driving member performs the
second stroke, the sliding between the coupling member
and the supporting structure is correlated also with a ro-
tation between them about the rear axis of rotation, while
they are in any case translated relative to each other
along the longitudinal orientation. The front sliding tra-
jectory and the rear sliding trajectory can determine a
time correlation between the rotation of the tool relative
to the head about the axis of oscillation and the translation
of the tool along the longitudinal axis and relative to the
supporting structure, making it possible to control with a
high degree of precision the roto-translational movement
of the tool which, besides bringing it to the above men-
tioned third angular position, or extraction position, also
causes it to be translated relative to the rim, in particular
causing it to be translated relative to the supporting struc-
ture along the longitudinal axis.

[0102] The rear and front sliding couplings act in con-
junction with each other and with the middle coupling to
guarantee a high-precision roto-translational movement
to design specifications based on which these couplings
are made and positioned relative to each other.

[0103] In particular, the rear coupling is configured to
apply aregulating action on the coupling member to limit
at least partly or prevent or permit the translation of the
coupling member relative to the supporting structure
along the longitudinal axis and hence also the translation
of the head relative to the supporting structure along the
longitudinal axis, depending on whether the driving mem-
ber is performing the first stroke or the second stroke.
[0104] The rear sliding trajectory comprises a first sec-
tor and a second sector. The first and second sectors of
the rear sliding trajectory are contiguous, in the sense
that they are adjacent and consecutive along the rear

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

sliding trajectory itself.

[0105] Preferably, the middle, rear and front couplings
are configured and disposed relative to each otherin such
a way that when the driving member is translated to per-
form the first stroke:

- the coupling member and the supporting structure
slide relative to each other along the first sector of
the rear sliding trajectory;

- the coupling member and the driving member slide
relative to each other along the front sliding trajec-

tory.

[0106] The rear coupling is configured in such a way
thatwhen the coupling member and the supporting struc-
ture slide relative to each other along the first sector of
the rear sliding trajectory, the coupling member can only
rotate relative to the supporting structure about the rear
axis of rotation, while translation between the coupling
member and the supporting structure along the longitu-
dinal axis is prevented or at least limited more than when
the coupling member and the supporting structure slide
relative to each other along the second sector of the rear
sliding trajectory.

[0107] For this purpose, the first sector of the rear slid-
ing trajectory is preferably a curved line. The curved line
is, still more preferably, a circular arc. Preferably, the
couplings are configured and disposed relative to each
other in, such a way that when the driving member is
translated to perform the second stroke:

- the coupling member and the supporting structure
slide relative to each other along the second sector
of the rear sliding trajectory;

- the coupling member and the driving member slide
relative to each other along the front sliding trajec-

tory.

[0108] The rear coupling is preferably configured in
such a way that when the coupling member and the sup-
porting structure slide relative to each other along the
second sector of the rear sliding trajectory, the coupling
member and the supporting structure can be rotated rel-
ative to each other about the rear axis of rotation, and
can also be translated relative to each other along the
longitudinal axis more freely than when the coupling
member and the supporting structure slide relative to
each other along the first sector of the rear sliding trajec-
tory.

[0109] For this purpose, the second sector of the rear
sliding trajectory extends from the first sector of the same
trajectory away from the first sector of the rear sliding
trajectory and changes direction relative to the first sec-
tor.

[0110] If the first sector of the rear sliding trajectory is
a curved line, the second sector of the rear sliding tra-
jectory changes direction relative to the curved line de-
fined by the first sector.
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[0111] If the first sector of the rear sliding trajectory is
a circular arc, the second sector of the rear sliding tra-
jectory changes direction relative to that circular arc.
[0112] If the first sector of the rear sliding trajectory is
a circular arc, the second sector of the rear sliding tra-
jectory extends from the first sector of the rear sliding
trajectory away from the centre of that circular arc.
[0113] In a possible embodiment, the rear sliding cou-
pling between the coupling member and the supporting
structure comprises a rear slot integral with one between
the coupling member and the supporting structure, and
a rear pin integral with the other between the coupling
member and the supporting structure. The rear pin is
insertable into the rear slot and is slidable along it to de-
fine the rear sliding coupling.

[0114] The rear axis of rotation is defined by or linked
to the rear pin.

[0115] The rear slot comprises a first portion which de-
fines the first sector of the rear sliding trajectory and a
second portion which defines the second sector of the
rear sliding trajectory.

[0116] If the first sector of the rear sliding trajectory is
a curved line, the first portion of the rear slot extends
along or describes that curved line.

[0117] If the first sector of the rear sliding trajectory is
a circular arc, the first portion of the rear slot extends
along or describes that circular arc.

[0118] The couplings are configured in such away that
during the rotation of the coupling member relative to the
head about the middle axis of rotation in a first direction
and when the rear pin is in the first portion of the rear
slot, the front pin is translated along the front slot. In par-
ticular, the couplings are configured in such a way that,
considering the rotation of the coupling member relative
to the head in the first direction, the front pin continues
to be translated along the front slot at least until the rear
pin can start sliding in the second portion of the rear slot.
[0119] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm
comprises a "rear" connection between the supporting
structure and the head and by means of which the head
and the supporting structure can be translated relative
to each other along the longitudinal axis.

[0120] The rear connection is preferably configured in
such a way that the head and the supporting structure
can only be translated relative to each other along the
longitudinal axis and, in particular, in such away that they
cannot be rotated relative to each other.

[0121] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm
comprises a"front" connection between the driving mem-
ber and the head and by means of which the head and
the driving member can be translated relative to each
other along the longitudinal axis and/or the operating ax-
is.

[0122] The front connection is preferably configured in
such a way that the head and the driving member can
only be translated relative to each other along the longi-
tudinal axis and/or the operating axis and, in particular,
in such a way that they cannot be rotated relative to each
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other.

[0123] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that rear and front sliding couplings, the middle coupling,
and the front and rear connections operate in conjunction
with each other to determine a time correlation between
the rotation of the tool relative to the head about the axis
of oscillation and the translation of the tool relative to the
supporting structure along the longitudinal axis.

[0124] The time correlation is defined by the time pas-
sage of the driving member from the first stroke, during
which the longitudinal translation of coupling member
and head and hence, removal tool, relative to the sup-
porting structure is "less free" or prevented, to the second
stroke, during which the longitudinal translation of cou-
pling member and head and hence, removal tool, relative
to the supporting structure is "more free".

[0125] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm
comprises a front spring. The operating arm is configured
in such a way that the front spring operatively opposes
the rotation of the tool relative to the head (about the axis
of oscillation) and relative, forexample, to the above men-
tioned angular reference position of the tool about the
axis of oscillation and relative to the head. The angular
reference position of the tool about the axis of oscillation
relative to the head corresponds to an operating refer-
ence condition of the front spring. The operating refer-
ence condition of the front spring may be a condition in
which the front spring is at rest or in static equilibrium.
[0126] As stated above, in a possible embodiment, the
operating arm is configured in such a way that the trans-
lation between driving member and head along the lon-
gitudinal axis is made to correspond to the rotation of the
removal tool relative to the head about the axis of oscil-
lation.

[0127] The front spring is operatively interposed be-
tween the head and the driving member or between the
head and the movable member of the actuator to oppose
their translation relative to each other along the longitu-
dinal axis and hence, to oppose the rotation of the tool
relative to the head about the axis of oscillation.

[0128] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm
comprises a rear spring.

[0129] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that the rear spring operatively opposes the translation
of the coupling member relative to the supporting struc-
ture along the longitudinal axis and relative, for example,
tothe above mentioned reference position of the coupling
member, this reference position being along the longitu-
dinal axis and relative to the supporting structure. The
longitudinal reference position of the coupling member
relative to the supporting structure corresponds to an op-
erating reference condition of the rear spring. The oper-
ating reference condition of the rear spring may be a con-
dition in which the rear spring is at rest or in static equi-
librium.

[0130] The rear spring is operatively interposed be-
tween the coupling member and the supporting structure
to oppose their translation relative to each other along
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the longitudinal axis.

[0131] Inapossible embodiment, the actuatorincludes
a first piston acting on the movable member of the actu-
ator to cause the movement of the driving member along
the operating axis at least in a first direction, which may
be the above mentioned feed direction.

[0132] Ina possible embodiment, the actuatorincludes
a second piston acting on the movable member of the
actuator to cause the movement of the driving member
along the operating axis at least in the first direction or
in a second direction opposite to the first direction.
[0133] For this purpose, the first and second pistons
are preferably connected to the movable member of the
actuator.

[0134] The stationary member of the actuator defines
preferably atleast one chamber or two or more chambers
where at least one of the pistons can be translated in
order to act on the movable member of the actuator.
[0135] The firstand second pistons apply their respec-
tive opposing forces preferably on the stationary member
of the actuator.

[0136] In a possible embodiment of the operating arm,
the arm includes a first tool and a second tool.

[0137] In one embodiment, the first tool is a removal
tool and the second tool is a mounting tool, or vice versa.
The removal tool is a rod-like element; the removal tool
is lever-shaped. Also the mounting tool is a rod-like ele-
ment; the mounting tool is lever-shaped. The a removal
tool may have a hook-shaped end. Each of the first and
second tool elongates along an axis. The head is movably
connected to the supporting structure of the arm. The
actuator (included in the arm) comprises a stationary
member, connected to the supporting structure, and a
movable member. The movable member is connected
(directly orindirectly) to the head to drive itinto movement
with respect to the supporting structure. Hence, the head
is moved with respect to the supporting structure by
means of the actuator. The first tool may be the removal
tool described up to here, pivoted to the head to rotate
about the axis of oscillation.

[0138] The second tool is also pivoted to the head, by
means of a second rotational connection which defines
an axis of tilt.

[0139] Thanks to this secondrotational connection, the
second tool is movable relative to the head by rotation
about the axis of tilt and is linked at least to the translation
of the head relative to the supporting structure along the
longitudinal axis.

[0140] Thanks to this secondrotational connection, the
second tool is movable relative to the head by rotation
about the axis of tilt and is linked to the head preferably
in all the other movements of the head itself.

[0141] The axis of tilt may be transverse or at right an-
gles to the longitudinal orientation.

[0142] In a first possible embodiment, the head may
adopt a first operating configuration and a second oper-
ating configuration.

[0143] Inbothoperating configurations of the head, the
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first tool projects from the head and in a first direction.
[0144] In the first operating configuration of the head,
the second tool is disposed in a first position where it
projects from the head in a second direction, opposite to
the first direction.

[0145] In the second operating configuration of the
head, the second tool is disposed in a second position
where it projects from the head in the first direction.
[0146] The first direction is directed along a first orien-
tation transverse to the longitudinal orientation and/or
transverse to both the longitudinal axis and/or the axis
of tilt.

[0147] The second direction is directed along a second
orientation transverse to the longitudinal orientation
and/or transverse to both the longitudinal axis and/or the
axis of tilt.

[0148] The first transverse orientation and the second
transverse orientation may coincide.

[0149] The second tool can rotate about the axis of tilt
to move between the first position and the second posi-
tion.

[0150] The second position of the second tool is tilted
upside down relative to the first position. Thus, in the
second position, the second tool also projects in the first
direction.

[0151] Inapossible embodiment, the first direction and
the second direction are oppositely directed relative to
the longitudinal axis or an axis parallel to the longitudinal
axis.

[0152] Inone embodiment,the operatingarm may also
be configured in such a way that when the head is in its
second operating configuration, and thus the second tool
is in its second position, the first tool and the second tool
act in conjunction to define a mounting tool for fitting the
tyre to the rim.

[0153] The second tool by itself might in any case con-
stitute the mounting tool.

[0154] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that when the head is in its second operating configura-
tion, and thus the second tool is in its second position, a
first outside surface of the first tool and a second outside
surface of the second tool lie on a single position surface
transverse to the longitudinal orientation and/or to the
longitudinal axis.

[0155] In a possible embodiment, the second tool is
provided with an opening. This opening is adapted to
receive the first tool, in the second operating configura-
tion of the head, or vice versa.

[0156] This opening is adapted for the passage of at
least part of the head through the opening when the sec-
ond tool moves from the first position to the second po-
sition or vice versa.

[0157] When the second tool is in its second position,
it projects from the head in the first direction more than
the first tool.

[0158] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm
includes a locking pin coupled to the second tool and
movable between an extracted position where it does not
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interfere with the movement of the second tool between
the first and second positions, and an inserted position
where it does interfere with such movement in order to
prevent the second tool from moving from the first posi-
tion to the second position and/or vice versa.

[0159] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm
comprises a locking spring connected to the locking pin
to force it into the inserted position.

[0160] Thelocking pinis connected to a locking spring.
[0161] The operating arm is configured in such a way
that during the rotation of the second tool between the
first and the second position, the locking pin remains in
sliding contact with a surface of the head until the second
tool reaches the first or the second position, where it au-
tomatically moves into the inserted position.

[0162] Accordingto asecond aspect of it, this descrip-
tion relates to the operating arm, which may have one or
more of the features described above with reference to
the operating arm.

[0163] A tyre changing machine comprising an oper-
ating arm according to this description is particularly ro-
bust because it reduces the wear and total state of stress
in the mechanical components of the machine following
repeated use of the machine, compared to machines cur-
rently known and used at least for removing tyres.
[0164] Atyre changing machine of this kind also makes
it possible not to have to move the wheel-holder unit to
obtain the roto-translational movement of the removal
tool relative to the rim when the tool has to lift the tyre
bead above the rim and thus it is also more economical
in terms of energy and complexity of machine structure.
[0165] A tyre changing machine according to this de-
scription also guarantees significant precision in driving
the removal tool and/or the mounting tool, or in any case
at least one between the first and the second tool, each
of which may be the removal tool, the mounting tool or a
tool of any other kind.

[0166] A tyre changing machine of this kind also allows
both removing and fitting the tyre from and to the rim, at
least partly or fully automatically, reducing the time need-
ed between the removal and fitting operations and mak-
ing it possible to pass from one operation to the other
quickly and easily and with much less effort than currently
known machines.

[0167] Accordingtoanotheraspect, this description re-
lates to a method for removing a tyre from a respective
rim of a vehicle wheel by means of an operating arm
which includes a removal tool pivoted to a head, support-
ed by a supporting structure which supports the operating
arm, and a driving member articulated to the removal tool
at an operating point.

[0168] This removal method comprises the following
steps:

- displacing the driving member relative to the sup-
porting structure along a longitudinal orientation by
means of an actuator connected or interposed be-
tween the driving member and the supporting struc-
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ture;

- rotating the removal tool relative to the head under
the action of displacing the driving member;

- driving a coupling member under the action of dis-
placing the driving member;

- displacing the head relative to the supporting struc-
ture along the longitudinal orientation and, conse-
quently, also the tool relative to the supporting struc-
ture along the longitudinal orientation, as a result of
the driving action applied to the head by the coupling
member.

[0169] The step of displacing the driving member com-
prises a movement preferably from a retracted position
to an advanced position, for example in the above men-
tioned feed direction.

[0170] The retracted position of the driving member
may correspond to the above mentioned longitudinal ref-
erence position of the driving member.

[0171] The step of displacing the driving member from
the retracted position to the advanced position thus has
as its result at least the step of rotating the removal tool
relative to the head, for example in the above mentioned
return direction.

[0172] The step of displacing the driving member from
the retracted position to the advanced position by way of
the step of driving the coupling member, thus has as its
result at least the step of displacing the removal tool rel-
ative to the supporting structure relative to the supporting
structure, for example in the above mentioned feed di-
rection.

[0173] The displacement of the driving member rela-
tive to the supporting structure includes a first stroke
along the longitudinal orientation between the retracted
position and an intermediate position, and a second
stroke along the longitudinal orientation between an in-
termediate position and the advanced position.

[0174] To cause the step of rotating the removal tool
relative to the head, the step of displacing the driving
member relative to the supporting structure along the lon-
gitudinal orientation has as its result, by way of the step
of driving the coupling member, a displacement of the
driving member relative to the head along the longitudinal
orientation.

[0175] To cause the step of displacing the removal tool
relative to the supporting structure along the longitudinal
orientation, the step of displacing the driving member rel-
ative to the supporting structure along the longitudinal
orientation has as its result, by way of the step of driving
the coupling member, adisplacement of the head relative
to the supporting structure along the longitudinal orien-
tation.

[0176] The rotation of the tool relative to the head is
correlated with the difference between the displacement
of the driving member relative to the supporting structure
along the longitudinal orientation and the displacement
of the head relative to the supporting structure along the
longitudinal orientation, and is thus correlated with the
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translation of the driving member relative to the head
along the longitudinal orientation.

[0177] This difference, and thus the translation of the
drivingmember relative to the head along the longitudinal
orientation, is regulated by the driving of the coupling
member.

[0178] During the first stroke, the head is preferably
stationary relative to the supporting structure, at least
along the longitudinal axis, and the driving member, and
thus the operating point of the removal tool, advance both
relative to the supporting structure and relative to the
head, along the longitudinal orientation.

[0179] During the second stroke, the head, the driving
member, and thus the operating point of the removal tool,
advance relative to the supporting structure along the
longitudinal orientation.

[0180] The displacement of the driving member rela-
tive to the supporting structure along the longitudinal ori-
entation is as a whole greater than the displacement of
the head relative to the supporting structure along the
longitudinal orientation.

[0181] Also imaginable is the case where only the
above mentioned second stroke of the driving member
relative to the supporting structure along the longitudinal
orientation is greater than the displacement of the head
relative to the supporting structure along the longitudinal
orientation.

[0182] In the latter case, the tool rotates relative to the
head even for at least a part of the second stroke.
[0183] According to a further aspect, this description
relates to a method for removing and fitting a tyre respec-
tively from and to a respective rim of a vehicle wheel by
means of a head, mounted on an operating arm directed
along a longitudinal orientation, a first tool connected to
the head and, in a first position of it, projecting from the
head in a first direction, and a second tool connected to
the head and, in a first position of it, projecting from the
head in a second direction.

[0184] According to the method, the tyre is removed
from the rim by causing the first tool to interact with the
tyre during a step of rotating the rim about its axis.
[0185] The method comprises a step of rotating the
second tool about an axis of tilt transverse to the longi-
tudinal orientation in order to tilt the second tool between
a first position and a second position in which it projects
in the first direction.

[0186] According to the method, the tyre is fitted to the
rim by causing a tool, defined by the second tool, to in-
teract independently with the tyre.

[0187] Accordingto the method, the tyre might be fitted
to the rim by causing a tool, defined by the first tool in its
first position in conjunction with the second tool in its sec-
ond position, to interact with the tyre during a step of
rotating the rim about its axis.

[0188] Accordingto the method, the tyre might be fitted
to the rim by causing only the second tool, to interact with
the tyre.

[0189] The method may also comprise moving a lock-
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ing pin from an inserted position to an extracted position
before rotating the second tool about the axis of tilt.
[0190] This and other features of the invention will be-
come more apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion of preferred, non-limiting example embodiments of
the operating arm, machine and methods with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

- Figure 1 schematically illustrates a tyre changing
machine according to this description;

- Figure 2a shows a side view of the machine of Figure
1, with a first tool in a neutral or rest position;

- Figure 2b shows the operating arm of Figure 2a in
cross section;

- Figure 2c shows the operating arm of Figure 2a in a
top view;

- Figure 2d shows the operating arm of Figure 2a in a
perspective view;

- Figure 3 illustrates a portion of the operating arm of
Figure 2b, with the first tool in a locating position;

- Figure 4 illustrates the portion of the operating arm
of Figure 3, with the first tool in a position intermedi-
ate between the locating position and an extraction
position;

- Figure 5aiillustrates the portion of the operating arm
of Figure 3, with the first tool in the extraction position;

- Figure 5b shows the portion of the operating arm of
Figure 5a in a top view;

- Figure 6 shows a coupling member of the operating
arm of Figure 2a;

- Figure 7 shows the operating arm of Figure 2a in a
rear view;

- Figure 8 shows the operating arm of Figure 2a in a
front view;

- Figure 9 shows the operating arm of Figure 7 with a
second tool tilted upside down and superposed on
the first tool;

- Figure 10aillustrates a head of the operating arm of
Figure 2a, with the second tool opposed to the first
tool;

- Figure 10b illustrates the head of Figure 10a, with
the second tool tilted upside down and superposed
on the first tool.

[0191] The numeral 1 in the drawings denotes a tyre
changing machine.

[0192] The tyre changing machine 1 is configured to
at least partly automatically remove a tyre from a respec-
tive rim of a vehicle wheel 2. In one embodiment, the tyre
changing machine 1 is also configured to at least partly
automatically fit a tyre to the respective rim of the wheel 2.
[0193] Thenumeral 101 denotes abase ofthe machine
1. The numeral 102 denotes a column of the machine 1
whose function is to support equipment useful for the
removal and fitting operations. The column 102 extends
along an axis of extension not shown in the drawings.
[0194] The machine 1 includes a wheel-holder unit 3
which defines a main axis of it. The wheel-holder unit 3
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comprises a rotating element 301 which can rotate about
an axis of rotation 302 which operatively coincides with
the main axis. The wheel-holder unit 3 is configured to
set the wheel 2 in rotation about its main axis, which
operatively coincides with the axis of rotation 302. In use,
the rim of the wheel 2 is locked to the rotating element
301 in such a way that the axis of the wheel 2 is aligned
with the axis of rotation 302.

[0195] In the example illustrated, the axis of rotation
302 is vertical (parallel to the orientation of the weight
force) but in other embodiments, the axis of rotation 302
may be differently oriented: for example, it may be hori-
zontal (transverse to the orientation of the weight force).
It should also be noted that in the embodiment illustrated,
the axis of extension of the column 102 is parallel to the
axis of rotation 302 of the wheel-holder unit 3. In other
embodiments, the axis of extension of the column 102 is
inclined or perpendicular to the axis of rotation 302 of the
wheel-holder unit 3.

[0196] The rotating element 301 may be embodied in
different ways and the method of locking the rim on the
rotating element 301 may vary according to embodi-
ments known in the field of wheel service machines.
[0197] In some embodiments, the wheel-holder unit 3
is movable relative to the base 101, relative and/or par-
allel to an axis of displacement transverse to the axis of
rotation 302 (for example, towards and away from the
column 102). Preferably, however, the wheel-holder unit
3 is stationary relative to the base 101, so that the axis
of rotation 302 has a fixed position relative to the column
102; this simplifies the machine 1.

[0198] The machine 1 includes at least one operating
arm 4.

[0199] The operating arm 4 includes a head 5.
[0200] In the example embodiment shown in the ac-

companying drawings, the head 5 in turn comprises a
first part 5a of the head 5 and a second part 5b of the
head 5, fixed to each other. The head 5 might also com-
prise more than two parts or it might be made as a single
part.

[0201] The operating arm 4 includes a supporting
structure 401. The supporting structure 401 constitutes
a frame for the operating arm 4.

[0202] The operating arm 4 is movably coupled to the
column 102 to move relative to the wheel-holder unit 3
between a working position, where at least one tool of
the tyre changer can interact with the wheel, and a non-
interference or rest position, where the tyre changer tools
are away from the wheel.

[0203] Inone embodiment, the operating arm 4 is mov-
able by translation along the column 102 or along the
axis of extension of the column 102. For example, for this
purpose, the operating arm 4 is coupled to the column
102 by an interposed slider 103 which is movable by
translation along the column 102 or along the axis of ex-
tension of the column 102.

[0204] In a different embodiment (not illustrated), the
operating arm 4 might be movable by rotation relative to
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the column 102. For this purpose, the operating arm 4
might be coupled to the column 102 to rotate about the
axis of extension of the column 102 or about an axis
transverse to the axis of extension.

[0205] Inone embodiment, the operatingarm 4 is mov-
able transversely or at right angles to the column 102 or
to the axis of extension of the column 102, towards and
away from the column 102 or the axis of extension.
[0206] The operating arm 4 is directed along a longi-
tudinal orientation.

[0207] In an example embodiment of the machine 1,
the operating arm 4 extends elongately along a longitu-
dinal axis 402 parallel to the longitudinal orientation.
[0208] Inone embodimentofthe machine 1, the move-
ment of the arm 4 relative to the column 102 and trans-
verse to the column 102 or the axis of extension thereof
occurs along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0209] For this purpose, in one embodiment of the ma-
chine 1, the supporting structure 401 is slidably coupled
to (the slider 103 of) the column 102 to be moved trans-
lationally along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0210] In an example embodiment of the machine 1,
the head 5 is movable relative to the supporting structure
401 along a longitudinal axis 402.

[0211] The longitudinal axis 402 may have different ori-
entations relative to the column 102 and also relative to
the wheel-holder unit 3.

[0212] Inone embodiment of the machine 1, the oper-
ating arm 4 is positioned in such a way that the longitu-
dinal axis 402 of the operating arm 4 is transverse to the
axis of rotation 302 of the wheel-holder unit 3, that is to
say, in such a way that it lies in a plane transverse to the
axis of rotation 302.

[0213] In the example shown in the accompanying
drawings, the longitudinal axis 402 is at right angles to
the axis of rotation 302 of the wheel-holder unit 3, that
is, it lies in a plane at right angles to the axis of rotation
302.

[0214] In one embodiment of the machine 1, the lon-
gitudinal axis 402 of the operating arm 4 is transverse to
the axis of extension of the column 102.

[0215] In the example shown in the accompanying
drawings, the longitudinal axis 402 of the operating arm
4 is at right angles to the axis of extension of the column
102.

[0216] Inone embodiment of the machine 1, the oper-
ating arm 4 is cantilevered to the column 102.

[0217] The function of the operating arm 4 is to support
one or more tools designed to interact with the tyre of the
wheel 2 (for example, for removal, fitting or bead breaking
operations).

[0218] In an example embodiment, the operating arm
4 includes at least one tool. In one embodiment, the at
least one tool is pivoted to the head 5 to rotate relative
thereto about an axis of oscillation. The axis of oscillation
may, for example, be transverse or at right angles to the
longitudinal orientation. The at least one tool is thus mov-
able relative to the head 5 to rotate about the axis of
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oscillation.

[0219] The at least one tool is pivoted to the head 5 by
means of a rotational connection.

[0220] The rotational connection is also configured in
such a way that the at least one tool is linked to the trans-
lation of the head relative to the supporting structure 401
along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0221] The rotational connection is preferably config-
ured in such a way that the at least one tool is linked to
the head 5 in all the movements of the head 5, except
for the possibility of rotating the at least one tool relative
to the head 5 about the axis of oscillation.

[0222] In one embodiment, the operating arm 4 in-
cludes a single tool (a first tool). In a differentembodiment
(for example the one illustrated), the operating arm in-
cludes a first tool and a second tool, but it might also
include more than two tools.

[0223] In one embodiment, the first tool is a removal
tool, labelled 403. In one embodiment, the second tool
is a mounting tool, labelled 404.

[0224] In another embodiment, the first tool, labelled
403, might be a mounting tool or other type of tool, and
the second tool, labelled 404, is a removal tool, or other
type of tool. Such other type of tool might, for example,
be a bead breaker tool adapted to break the tyre bead in
order to allow the tyre to be removed.

[0225] With reference to the embodiment shown in the
accompanying drawings, the removal tool 403 is pivoted
to the head 5 by a first rotational connection 405 to rotate
relative thereto about a first axis of rotation transverse to
the longitudinal orientation or axis 402. The first axis of
rotation may, for reasons which will become clearer as
this description continues, be defined axis of oscillation,
and is labelled 405’.

[0226] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, the mounting tool 404, too, is pivoted to the
head 5, by a second rotational connection 406 to rotate
relative thereto about a second axis of rotation transverse
to the longitudinal orientation or axis 402. The second
axis of rotation may, for reasons which will become clear-
er as this description continues, be defined axis of tilt,
and is labelled 406’.

[0227] In one embodiment, at least one between the
axis of oscillation 405’ and the axis of tilt 406’ is at right
angles to the longitudinal orientation or longitudinal axis
402. Preferably, the axis of oscillation 405’ and the axis
of tilt 406’ are parallel to each other.

[0228] The firstrotational connection 405 and the sec-
ond rotational connection 406 are each configured in
such a way that the respective tool 403 or 404 is linked
to the translation of the head 5 relative to the supporting
structure 401 along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0229] The firstrotational connection 405 and the sec-
ond rotational connection 406 are each configured in
such a way that the respective tool 403 or 404 is linked
to the head 5 in all the movements thereof, except for
the possibility of rotating the respective tool 403 or 404
relative to the head 5 about the respective axis of oscil-
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lation 405’ or axis of tilt 406’.

[0230] The first rotational connection 405 and the sec-
ond rotational connection 406 may each comprise, for
example, a pin which embodies the respective axis of
oscillation 405’ or axis of tilt 406’ between the respective
first tool 403 or second tool 404 and the head 5.

[0231] It should be noted that the above mentioned
movements of the operating arm 4 relative to the column
102 (translational parallel and/or transverse to the axis
of extension of the column 102, or rotational about that
axis) are intended to allow pre-positioning the tools,
which are mounted on the operating arm 4, relative to
the wheel 2 and, in particular, relative to predetermined
zones of the wheel, such as, for example, the rim flange
or the tyre bead.

[0232] Inpractice, operatively, the tyre service special-
ist, after mounting the rim on the wheel-holder unit 3,
moves the operating arm 4 to bring the tool connected
thereto from a rest or non-interference position (away
from the wheel, so as not to interfere with the wheel-
holder unit 3 while the wheel is being mounted or while
other tools are being used) to a working position, where
it is placed in proximity to the predetermined zones of
the wheel 2. This is in preparation for the actual operation
to be carried out on the tyre (for example, removal,
mounting or bead breaking) during which a tool interacts
mechanically with the tyre.

[0233] The operating arm 4 includes a movable driving
member 6. The driving member 6 is movable, along an
operating axis 402’ parallel to the longitudinal axis 402
and relative to the supporting structure 401 and to the
head 5. In the view from above shown in Figure 2c, with
regard to the embodiment illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, the longitudinal 402 and the operating axis
402’ are aligned.

[0234] The driving member 6 is articulated to the re-
moval tool 403 at an operating point P which is spaced
from the axis of oscillation 405’. The operating point P is
spaced from the axis of oscillation 405’ transversely or
at right angles to the axis of oscillation 405’ so that the
translation of the driving member 6 relative to the axis of
oscillation 405’ along the longitudinal orientation can
make the removal tool 403 rotate relative to the head 5
about the axis of oscillation 405’.

[0235] The operating arm 4 includes an actuator 407
to impart a movement to the driving member 6 along the
operating axis 402’ and, by the same movementimparted
to the driving member 6 along the operating axis 402’, to
move the removal tool 403 at least by translation relative
to the supporting structure 401 along the longitudinal axis
402 and/or by rotation relative to the head 5 about the
axis of oscillation 405’. The actuator 407 comprises at
least a stationary member 407a and a movable member
407b.

[0236] The stationary member 407a is connected to
the supporting structure 401 and is preferably fixed to
the supporting structure 401.

[0237] The movable member 407b is adapted to drive



25 EP 3 315 332 A1 26

the removal tool 403, by driving the driving member 6
along the operating axis 402’, in rotation relative to the
head 5 about the axis of oscillation 405’ and in translation
along the longitudinal axis 402 relative to the supporting
structure 401. The movable member 407b of the actuator
407 is connected to the driving member 6 to directly drive
it along the operating axis 402’.

[0238] The movable member 407b of the actuator 407
is, in the embodiment of the machine 1 shown in the
accompanying drawings, at least partly rigidly connected
to the driving member 6, at least as regards translation
along the operating axis 402’

[0239] In the embodiment illustrated, the movable
member 407b of the actuator 407 is connected to the
driving member 6 in such a way as to remain completely
fixed to the driving member 6 during translation of the
driving member 6 and/or of the movable member 407b
along the longitudinal orientation or operating axis 402’.
[0240] In the embodiment shown, the movable mem-
ber 407b comprises an operating rod.

[0241] The operatingarm 4 is configured in such a way
that a movement of the driving member 6 parallel to the
longitudinal axis 402 relative to the supporting structure
401 but notrelative to the head 5, corresponds to a trans-
lation of the head 5 and of the removal tool 403 relative
to the supporting structure 401 along the longitudinal axis
402.

[0242] The operatingarm 4 is configured in such a way
that a movement of the driving member 6 parallel to the
longitudinal axis 402 relative to the supporting structure
401 and also relative to the head 5, corresponds at least
to a rotation of the removal tool 403 relative to the head
5 about the axis of oscillation 405’.

[0243] The operating arm 4 includes a coupling mem-
ber 7. The coupling member 7 is coupled to the support-
ing structure 401, to the head 5 and to the driving member
6.

[0244] In one embodiment, the operating arm 4 com-
prises a middle coupling 701 between the coupling mem-
ber 7 and the head 5.

[0245] The middle coupling 701 is configured in such
away that the coupling member 7 is operatively movable
relative to the head 5 by rotation about a middle axis of
rotation 701"

[0246] The middle axis of rotation 701’ is, in one em-
bodiment, parallel at least to the axis of oscillation 405’
of the removal tool 403.

[0247] The middle axis of rotation 701’ is linked (or
fixed) to the head 5, in particular being linked at least to
the translation of the head 5 relative to the supporting
structure 401 along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0248] In one embodiment, the operating arm 4 com-
prises afront coupling 702 between the coupling member
7 and the driving member 6, and a rear coupling 703
between the coupling member 7 and the supporting
structure 401.

[0249] The front coupling 702 is configured in such a
way that the coupling member 7 is operatively movable
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relative to the driving member 6 by translation along the
longitudinal axis 402.

[0250] The front coupling 702 is configured in such a
way that the coupling member 7 is operatively movable
relative to the driving member 6 by rotation about a front
axis of rotation 702’.

[0251] Inthe embodimentillustrated, the front coupling
702 can allow a roto-translation between the coupling
member 7 and the driving member 6, comprising a rota-
tion about the front axis of rotation 702’ and a simultane-
ous translation along the longitudinal orientation or the
longitudinal axis 402.

[0252] The front axis of rotation 702’ is, in one embod-
iment, parallel to the axis of oscillation 405’ of the removal
tool 403.

[0253] The front axis of rotation 702’ is, in one embod-
iment, parallel at least to the middle axis of rotation 701°.
[0254] The front coupling 702 allows the front axis of
rotation 702’ to be movable relative to the middle axis of
rotation 701°. That way, the couplingmember 7 canrotate
simultaneously relative to the head 5 about the middle
axis of rotation 701’ and relative to the driving member
6 about the front axis of rotation 702’.

[0255] Thefrontcoupling 702is thus configuredin such
a way that the rotation of the coupling member 7 relative
tothe head 5 about the middle axis of rotation 701’ causes
asimultaneous rotation of the coupling member 7 relative
to the driving member 6 about the front axis of rotation
702

[0256] In one embodiment, as mentioned above, the
operating arm 4 comprises the rear coupling 703 be-
tween the coupling member 7 and the supporting struc-
ture 401.

[0257] The rear coupling 703 is configured in such a
way that the coupling member 7 is operatively movable
relative to the supporting structure 401 by translation
along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0258] The rear coupling 703 is configured in such a
way that the coupling member 7 is operatively movable
relative to the supporting structure 401 by rotation about
a rear axis of rotation 703’.

[0259] In the embodiment illustrated, under certain
conditions which will become clearer as this description
continues, the rear coupling 703 can allow a roto-trans-
lation between the coupling member 7 and the supporting
structure 401, comprising a rotation about the rear axis
of rotation 703’ and a simultaneous translation along the
longitudinal orientation or the longitudinal axis 402.
[0260] The rear axis of rotation 703’ is, in one embod-
iment, parallel to the axis of oscillation 405’ of the removal
tool 403.

[0261] The front axis of rotation 703’ is, in one embod-
iment, parallel to the middle axis of rotation 701°.
[0262] The rear axis of rotation 703’ is, in one embod-
iment, parallel to the front axis of rotation 702’.

[0263] The rear coupling 703 allows the rear axis of
rotation 703’ to be movable relative to the middle axis of
rotation 701’. Thatway, the couplingmember 7 canrotate
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simultaneously relative to the head 5 about the middle
axis of rotation 701’ and relative to the supporting struc-
ture 401 about the rear axis of rotation 703’.

[0264] Therear coupling 703 is thus configured in such
a way that the rotation of the coupling member 7 relative
to the head 5 about the middle axis of rotation 701’ causes
a simultaneous rotation of the coupling member 7 relative
to the supporting structure 401 about the rear axis of
rotation 703’. The rear coupling 703, middle coupling 701
and front coupling 702 are configured in such a way as
to make the middle axis of rotation 701’, front axis of
rotation 702’ and rear axis of rotation 703’ movable rel-
ative to each other. That way, the coupling member 7
can rotate simultaneously relative to the head 5 about
the middle axis of rotation 701’ relative to the supporting
structure 401 about the rear axis of rotation 703’ and
relative to the driving member 6 about the front axis of
rotation 702’.

[0265] The following are considered:

- anangularreference position of the removal tool 403
relative to the head 5 about the axis of oscillation
405’, for example the angular position of the removal
tool 403 shown in Figures 2a-2b, which may be con-
sidered the neutral position;

- alongitudinal reference position of the removal tool
403 along the longitudinal orientation and relative to
the supporting structure 401, for example the longi-
tudinal position of the removal tool 403 shown in Fig-
ures 2a-2b.

[0266] The operatingarm 4 is configured in such a way
that these reference positions of the removal tool 403
correspond to:

- alongitudinal reference position of the removal tool
5 along the longitudinal orientation, or the longitudi-
nal axis 402, and relative to the supporting structure
401, for example the longitudinal position of the head
5 shown in Figures 2a-2b;

- alongitudinal reference position of the driving mem-
ber 6 along the longitudinal orientation, or the oper-
ating axis 402’, and relative to the supporting struc-
ture 401, for example the longitudinal position of the
driving member 6 shown in Figures 2a-2b.

[0267] The expression "longitudinal displacement" is
used to mean a movement, starting from a respective
reference position, relative to the supporting structure
401 along the longitudinal orientation, and hence parallel
or along the operating axis 402’, or parallel or along the
longitudinal axis 402. The expression "angular displace-
ment" is used to mean a movement, caused by a corre-
sponding rotation and starting from a respective refer-
ence position, about the axis of oscillation 405’ and rel-
ative to the head 5.

[0268] Generally speaking, the operating arm 4 is con-
figured in such a way that a longitudinal displacement of
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the driving member 6 in a feed direction (arrow F1, Figure
2a) starting from its reference position can, under certain
conditions defined by the joint action of the aforemen-
tioned couplings 701-703, cause a longitudinal displace-
ment of the removal tool 403 in the same feed direction.
[0269] That feed direction of the longitudinal displace-
ment of the driving member 6 is a direction away from
the supporting structure 401, for example parallel to the
arrow F1 of Figure 2a.

[0270] That feed direction of the longitudinal displace-
ment of the removal tool 403 is also a direction away from
the supporting structure 401, for example parallel to the
arrow F1 of Figure 2a.

[0271] The longitudinal displacement of the removal
tool 403 in that feed direction occurs, in the embodiment
illustrated, between Figure 4 and Figure 5a.

[0272] Generally speaking, the operating arm 4 is con-
figured in such a way that a longitudinal displacement of
the driving member 6 in that feed direction (arrow F1,
Figure 2a) starting from its reference position can, under
certain conditions defined by the joint action of the afore-
mentioned couplings 701-703, cause an angular dis-
placement of the removal tool 403 in a "return” direction.
[0273] The return direction referenced to the angular
displacement of the removal tool 403 is such that the
removal tool 403 is brought towards or into the angular
extraction position in which it is operatively directed op-
positely to the wheel rim in order to lift the bead above
the rim without touching the rim. The angular displace-
ment of the removal tool 403 in that return direction oc-
curs, in the embodiment illustrated, between Figures 2a-
2b and

[0274] Figure 4 and, to greater extent, between Figure
4 and Figure 5a.

[0275] In Figure 4, the removal tool is located at an
angular position intermediate between the reference, or
neutral, position of Figure 2a and the extraction position
of Figure 5a.

[0276] Generally speaking, the operating arm 4 is con-
figured in such a way that a longitudinal displacement of
the driving member 6 in that feed direction (arrow F1,
Figure 2a) starting from its reference position can, under
certain conditions defined by the joint action of the afore-
mentioned couplings 701-703, cause a longitudinal dis-
placement of the head 5 in the same feed direction.
[0277] Generally speaking, the operating arm 4 is con-
figured so that the longitudinal displacements of the driv-
ing member 6 and the head 5 differ in intensity or mod-
ulus: the greater the angular displacement of the removal
tool 403, the lower the longitudinal displacement of the
removal tool 403. The front coupling 702 is configured in
such a way that the driving member 6, during the trans-
lation of the driving member 6 along the operating axis
402’ applies a driving action on the coupling member 7.
This driving action is designed to couple the translation
of the driving member 6 along the operating axis 402’
relative to the supporting structure 401 to the rotation of
the coupling member 7 about the middle axis of rotation



29 EP 3 315 332 A1 30

701’ relative to the head 5.

[0278] The starting situation considered is that shown
in Figures 2a-2b, where the removal tool 403 is at an
angular, or neutral, reference position relative to the head
5 about the axis of oscillation 405’

[0279] The end situation considered is that shown in
Figure 4, where the removal tool 403, relative to the head
5 about the axis of oscillation 405’, is at an angular ref-
erence position intermediate between the neutral or ref-
erence position and the angular extraction position. The
angular extraction position of the removal tool 403 is
shown in Figure 5a.

[0280] Another end situation that might be considered
is that shown in Figure 5a, where the removal tool 403
is, precisely, at the angular extraction position. Let us
consider the possibility, by means of the movable mem-
ber 407b of the actuator 407, of translating the driving
member 6 along the operating axis 402’ relative to the
supporting structure 401 away from the stationary mem-
ber 407a of the actuator 407, for example in the direction
indicated by the arrow F1 in Figure 2a. In such a case,
the tool 403 will tend to rotate about the axis of oscillation
405’ towards the extraction position of Figure 5a, as will
become clearer as this description continues.

[0281] The translation of the driving member 6 relative
to the supporting structure 401 along the operating axis
402’ in the direction indicated by the arrow F1, for exam-
ple between the situation of Figures 2a-2b and the situ-
ation of Figure 4 or 5a, causes the coupling member 7
to rotate, by means of the front coupling 702, about the
middle axis of rotation 701’ relative to the head 5 in afirst
direction. This rotation of the coupling member 7 relative
to the head 5 about the middle axis of rotation 701’ is
permitted by the rear coupling 703, as willbecome clearer
as this description continues. Excepting the direction of
rotation of the coupling member 7, this occurs even if the
end situation considered is that shown in Figure 3, where
the removal tool 403, relative to the head 5 about the axis
of oscillation 405’, is at the angular locating position. In
such case, to pass from the starting situation of Figures
2a-2b to the end situation of Figure 3, it is necessary to
translate the driving member 6 along the operating axis
402’ relative to the supporting structure 401 towards the
stationary member 407a of the actuator 407, for example
in the direction indicated by the arrow F2 in Figure 2a.
[0282] The translation of the driving member 6 relative
to the supporting structure 401 along the operating axis
402’ in the direction indicated by the arrow F2, for exam-
ple between the situation of Figures 2a-2b and the situ-
ation of Figure 3, causes the coupling member 7 to rotate,
by means of the front coupling 702, about the middle axis
of rotation 701’ relative to the head 5in a second direction,
opposite to the first direction.

[0283] The front coupling 702 defines a front sliding
trajectory between the coupling member 7 and the driving
member 6. In the embodiment illustrated, the front sliding
trajectory lies in a plane which is parallel, for example,
to Figures 2a-2b.
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[0284] The sliding between the coupling member 7 and
the driving member 6 along that front sliding trajectory is
correlated with the rotation between them about the front
axis of rotation 702’ and the translation between them
along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0285] The front coupling 702 comprises a front slot
702a integral with one between the coupling member 7
and the driving member 6, and a front pin 702b integral
with the other between the coupling member 7 and the
driving member 6. The front pin 702b is insertable into,
and slidable along, the front slot 702a.

[0286] The front pin 702b defines the front axis of ro-
tation 702’ which is thus linked to the front pin 702b.
[0287] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, the front slot 702a belongs to the coupling
member 7 and the front pin 702b belongs to the driving
member 6.

[0288] The frontsliding trajectory is defined by the front
slot 702a, and the sliding between the coupling member
7 and the driving member 6 along that front sliding tra-
jectory is operatively defined by the sliding of the front
pin 702b along the front slot 702a.

[0289] The rear coupling 703 is configured to apply a
regulating action on the coupling member 7 during the
translation of the driving member 6 along the operating
axis 402’, in order to regulate and, in particular, limit at
least partly the translation of the couplingmember 7 along
the longitudinal axis (or orientation) 402 and relative to
the supporting structure 401, and to correlate it with the
rotation of the coupling member 7 relative to the head 5
about the middle axis of rotation 701"

[0290] As regards the displacement of the driving
member 6 along the operating axis 402’, in one possible
embodiment, this displacementincludes a first stroke and
a second stroke.

[0291] The first stroke along the operating axis 402’
defines a first segment along the operating axis 402’ such
that when the driving member 6 travels it in the direction
of the arrow F1, the driving member 6 passes from the
situation shown in Figures 2a-2b, where the removal tool
403 is at the neutral position, to the situation shown in
Figure 4, where the removal tool 403 is at an intermediate
position.

[0292] The second stroke (along the operating axis
402’) defines a second segment along the operating axis
such that when the driving member 6 travels it in the
direction of the arrow F1, the driving member 6 passes
from the situation shown in Figure 4, where the removal
tool 403 is at the intermediate position to the situation
shown in Figures 5a-5b, where the removal tool 403 is
at the extraction position.

[0293] In a possible embodiment, the displacement of
the driving member 6 along the operating axis 402’ may
also include a third stroke.

[0294] The third stroke (along the operating axis 402’)
defines a third segment along the operating axis 402’
such that when the driving member 6 travels it in the
direction of the arrow F2, the driving member 6 passes
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from the situation shown in Figures 2a-2b, where the re-
moval tool 403 is at the neutral position, to the situation
shown in Figure 3, where the removal tool 403 is at the
locating position.

[0295] The second stroke (second segment of the op-
erating axis 402’) is adjacent to, and consecutive upon,
the first stroke (first segment of the operating axis 402’).
[0296] The third stroke (third segment of the operating
axis 402’) is adjacent to, and consecutive upon, the first
stroke (first segment of the operating axis 402’) but on
the opposite side to the second stroke (second segment
of the operating axis 402’).

[0297] The third stroke (third segment of the operating
axis 402’) of the driving member 6 and the second stroke
(second segment of the operating axis 402’) of the driving
member 6 are located on mutually opposite sides of the
first stroke (first segment of the operating axis 402’) of
the driving member 6.

[0298] In the embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, that regulating action, during the first stroke of
the driving member 6, is designed to prevent translation
of the coupling member 7 along the longitudinal axis 402
relative to the supporting structure 401.

[0299] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, the regulating action of the rear coupling 703,
during the first stroke of the driving member 6, is designed
to allow only rotation of the coupling member 7 relative
to the head 5 about the middle axis of rotation 701’.
[0300] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, thatregulating action, during the second stroke
of the driving member 6, is designed to allow translation
of the coupling member 7 along the longitudinal axis 402
relative to the supporting structure 401.

[0301] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, thatregulating action, during the second stroke
of the driving member 6, is designed to also allow rotation
of the coupling member 7 relative to the head 5 about
the middle axis of rotation 701’.

[0302] Thus, in the embodiment shown in the accom-
panying drawings, the removal tool 403, during the first
stroke of the driving member 6, is rotated relative to the
head 5 but is not translated relative to the supporting
structure 401 along the longitudinal axis 402. That is be-
cause the removal tool 403 is linked to the translation of
the head 5 relative to the supporting structure 401 along
the longitudinal axis 402 by means of the first rotational
connection 405, and the head 5is linked to the translation
of the coupling member 7 relative to the supporting struc-
ture 401 along the longitudinal axis 402 by means of the
middle coupling 701. Since the coupling member 7, dur-
ing the first stroke of the driving member 6, cannot be
translated relative to the supporting structure 401 along
the longitudinal axis 402, it follows that the removal tool
403, during the first stroke of the driving member 6, is
subjected only to rotation relative to the head 5 about the
axis of oscillation 405'.

[0303] Thus, in the embodiment shown in the accom-
panying drawings, the removal tool 403, during the sec-
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ond stroke of the driving member 6, is at least translated
relative to the supporting structure 401 along the longi-
tudinal axis 402. That is because the removal tool 403 is
linked to the translation of the head 5 relative to the sup-
porting structure 401 along the longitudinal axis 402 by
means of the firstrotational connection 405, and the head
5 is linked to the translation of the coupling member 7
relative to the supporting structure 401 along the longi-
tudinal axis 402 by means of the middle coupling 701.
Since the coupling member 7, during the second stroke
of the driving member 6, can be translated relative to the
supporting structure 401 along the longitudinal axis 402,
it follows that the removal tool 403, during the second
stroke of the driving member 6, is subjected at least to
translation along the longitudinal axis 402 relative to the
supporting structure 401.

[0304] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, the removal tool 403, even during the second
stroke of the driving member 6, is rotated relative to the
head 5 about the axis of oscillation 405’. That is because,
even during the second stroke of the driving member 6,
the coupling member 7 is in any case less free to be
translated than the driving member 6 and therefore, the
removal tool 403, even during the second stroke of the
driving member 6, is rotated relative to the head 5 about
the axis of oscillation 405’.

[0305] It should be noted that in the embodiment illus-
trated, the angular displacement of the tool 403 between
Figures 2a-2b and Figure 4, caused by the first stroke of
the driving member 6, is smaller than the angular dis-
placement of the tool 403 between Figure 4 and Figures
5a-5b, caused by the second stroke of the driving mem-
ber 6. In any case, under equal conditions of longitudinal
displacement and thus, per unit of longitudinal displace-
ment of the driving member 6, the angular displacement
of the tool 403 is greater during the passage from Figures
2a-2b to Figure 4 and thus, during the first stroke of the
driving member 6, than it is during the passage from Fig-
ure 4 to Figures 5a-5b, and thus, during the second stroke
of the driving member 6.

[0306] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, the regulating action of the rear coupling 703,
during the third stroke of the driving member 6, is de-
signed to prevent translation of the coupling member 7
along the longitudinal axis 402 relative to the supporting
structure 401.

[0307] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, that regulating action, during the third stroke
of the driving member 6, is designed to allow only rotation
of the coupling member 7 relative to the head 5 about
the middle axis of rotation 701’.

[0308] Thus, in the embodiment shown in the accom-
panying drawings, the removal tool 403, during the third
stroke of the driving member 6, is rotated relative to the
head 5 but is not translated relative to the supporting
structure 401 along the longitudinal axis 402. That is be-
cause the removal tool 403 is linked to the translation of
the head 5 relative to the supporting structure 401 along
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the longitudinal axis 402 by means of the first rotational
connection 405, and the head 5is linked to the translation
of the coupling member 7 relative to the supporting struc-
ture 401 along the longitudinal axis 402 by means of the
middle coupling 701. Since the coupling member 7, dur-
ing the third stroke of the driving member 6, cannot be
translated relative to the supporting structure 401 along
the longitudinal axis 402, it follows that the removal tool
403, during the third stroke of the driving member 6, is
subjected only to rotation relative to the head 5 about the
axis of oscillation 405’.

[0309] Therear coupling 703 defines a rear sliding tra-
jectory between the coupling member 7 and the support-
ing structure 401. In the embodiment illustrated, the rear
sliding trajectory lies in a plane which is parallel, for ex-
ample, to the longitudinal axis 402.

[0310] Theslidingbetween the coupling member7 and
the supporting structure 401 along that rear sliding tra-
jectory is correlated with the rotation between them about
the rear axis of rotation 703’ and the translation between
them along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0311] Therearcoupling 703 applies the regulating ac-
tion by means of the rear sliding trajectory whose shape
contributes, during the translation of the driving member
6 along the operating axis 402’, to determining a corre-
lation between the rotation of the coupling member 7 rel-
ative to the head 5 about the middle axis of rotation 701’
and the translation of the coupling member 7 along the
longitudinal axis 402 relative to the supporting structure
401.

[0312] The rear sliding trajectory comprises a first sec-
tor S1 and a second sector S2. The first sector S1 and
the second sector S2 of the rear sliding trajectory are
contiguous, in the sense that they are adjacent and con-
secutive along the rear sliding trajectory itself.

[0313] The first sector S1 is preferably a curved line.
In the embodiment illustrated, the first sector S1 is a cir-
cular arc.

[0314] In the embodiment illustrated, during the first
stroke of the driving member 6 and thus, between the
situation of Figures 2a-2b and the situation of Figure 4:

- the coupling member 7 slides relative to the support-
ing structure 401 along the first sector S1 of the rear
sliding trajectory;

- the coupling member 7 slides relative to the driving
member 6 along the front sliding trajectory.

[0315] Thesecondsector S2 extends fromthefirstsec-
tor S1 away from the first sector S1 and changes direction
relative to the first sector.

[0316] In the embodiment illustrated, during the sec-
ond stroke of the driving member 6 and thus, between
the situation of Figure 4 and the situation of Figure 5a:

- the coupling member 7 slides relative to the support-
ing structure 401 along the second sector S2 of the
rear sliding trajectory;
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- the coupling member 7 slides relative to the driving
member 6 along the front sliding trajectory.

[0317] More specifically, ifthefirstsector S1is a curved
line, the second sector S2 changes direction relative to
that curved line. In the embodiment shown in the accom-
panying drawings, where the first sector S1 is a circular
arc, the second sector S2 changes direction relative to
that circular arc.

[0318] More specifically, if the first sector S1 is a cir-
cular arc, the second sector S2 extends from the first
sector S1 away from the centre of that circular arc.
[0319] The rear sliding coupling 703 comprises a rear
slot 703a integral with one between the coupling member
7 and the supporting structure 401, and a rear pin 703b
integral with the other between the coupling member 7
and the supporting structure 401. The rear pin 703b is
insertable into, and slidable along, the rear slot 703a. In
the embodiment shown in the accompanying drawings,
the rear slot 703a belongs to the coupling member 7 and
the rear pin 703b belongs to the supporting structure 401.
Therearsliding trajectory is defined by the rear slot 703a,
and the sliding between the coupling member 7 and the
supporting structure 401 along that rear sliding trajectory
is operatively defined by the sliding of the rear pin 703b
along the rear slot 703a.

[0320] The rear slot 703a comprises a first portion
703a’ which defines the first sector S1 of the rear sliding
trajectory.

[0321] If the first sector S1 is a curved line, the first
portion 703a’ extends along or describes that curved line.
[0322] If the first sector S1 is a circular arc, the first
portion 703a’ extends along or describes that circular arc.
[0323] The rear slot 703a comprises a second portion
703a" which defines the second sector S2 of the rear
sliding trajectory.

[0324] The middle coupling701, frontcoupling 702 and
rear coupling 703 are configured in such a way that:

- during the first stroke and/or the third stroke of the
driving member 6 in the direction of the arrow F1 or
in the direction of the arrow F2, respectively, and
thus between the situation of Figure 2a and the sit-
uation of Figure 4 or Figure 3, respectively, the front
pin 702b slides in the front slot 702a and the rear pin
703b slides in the first portion 703a’ of the rear slot
703a, and the coupling member 7 rotates relative to
the head 5 about the middle axis of rotation 701’
relative to the driving member 6 about the front axis
of rotation 702’ and relative to the supporting struc-
ture 401 about the rear axis of rotation 703’.

- during the first stroke and/or the third stroke of the
driving member 6, the coupling member 7 remains
fixed along the longitudinal axis 402 relative to the
supporting structure 401, thanks to the shape of the
first portion 703a’ of the rear slot 703a;

- during the first stroke and/or the third stroke of the
driving member 6, the removal tool 403 rotates rel-
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ative to the head 5 about the axis of oscillation 405’,
considering that the head 5 remains fixed along the
longitudinal axis 402 relative to the supporting struc-
ture 401 since the head 5, during the movement of
the coupling member 7 in its translation along the
longitudinal axis 402, moves as one with the coupling
member 7, because it is linked (integral) to the cou-
pling member 7 through the middle coupling 701
(coupled between the head 5 and the coupling mem-
ber 7);

- during the second stroke of the driving member 6 in
the direction of the arrow F1 and thus between the
situation of Figure 4 and that of Figures 5a-5b, the
front pin 702b slides in the front slot 702a, the rear
pin 703b slides in the second portion 703a" of the
rear slot 703a, and the coupling member 7 rotates
relative to the head 5 about the middle axis of rotation
707’ relative to the driving member 6 about the front
axis of rotation 702’ and relative to the supporting
structure 401 about the rear axis of rotation 703’;

- during the second stroke of the driving member 6 in
the direction of the arrow F1 and thus between the
situation of Figure 4 and that of Figure 5a, the cou-
pling member 7 is also translated relative to the sup-
porting structure 401 along the longitudinal axis 402,
thanks to the shape of the second portion 703a" of
the rear slot 703a; - during the second stroke of the
driving member 6, the removal tool 403 is translated
relative to the supporting structure 401 relative along
the longitudinal axis 402 since the head 5 is driven
translationally along the longitudinal axis 402 relative
to the supporting structure 401 by means of the mid-
dle coupling 701 between the head 5 and the cou-
pling member 7.

[0325] That way, during the removal of the tyre, with
reference to the first and second strokes of the driving
member 6, when the bead is extracted above the rim, a
roto-translational movement can be imparted to the re-
moval tool 403 with a high degree of precision thanks to
a robust driving mechanism. In one embodiment, the op-
erating arm 4 comprises a rear connection 408 between
the supporting structure 401 and the head 5. The rear
connection 408 is configured to allow the supporting
structure 401 and the head 5 to be translated relative to
each other along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0326] The rear connection 408 is preferably config-
ured in such a way as to prevent at least one of the other
possible movements between the head 5 and the sup-
porting structure 401: for example, their rotation relative
to each other. The rear connection 408 is preferably con-
figured in such a way as to prevent all the other possible
movements between the head 5 and the supporting
structure 401 except for their translation relative to each
other along the longitudinal axis 402.

[0327] The head 5 is thus coupled to the supporting
structure 401 and is constrained to be translated without
rotating relative thereto.
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[0328] In one embodiment, the operating arm 4 com-
prises a front connection 409 between the driving mem-
ber 6 and the head 5. The front connection 409 is con-
figured to allow the driving member 6 and the head 5 to
be translated relative to each other along the longitudinal
axis 402.

[0329] The front connection 409 is preferably config-
ured in such a way as to prevent at least one of the other
possible movements between the head 5 and the driving
member 6: for example, their rotation relative to each
other. The front connection 409 is preferably configured
in such a way as to prevent all the other possible move-
ments between the head 5 and the driving member 6
except for their translation relative to each other along
the longitudinal axis 402.

[0330] The head 5 is thus coupled to the driving mem-
ber 6 and is constrained to be translated without rotating
relative thereto.

[0331] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm 4
comprises a rear spring 410.

[0332] The operating arm 4 is configured in such away
that the rear spring 410 operatively opposes the transla-
tion of the coupling member 7 relative to the supporting
structure 401 along the longitudinal axis 402 when that
translation is such as to displace the coupling member 7
relative to a reference position of the coupling member
7 itself. The reference position of the coupling member
7, too, should be considered along the longitudinal axis
402 and relative to the supporting structure 401.

[0333] Thus, the rear spring 410 is operatively inter-
posed between the coupling member 7 and the support-
ing structure 401 to oppose their mutual displacement
along the longitudinal axis 402 relative to the reference
position of the coupling member 7.

[0334] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, the reference position of the coupling member
7 is the one shown in Figure 2a and thus corresponds to
the neutral position of the removal tool 403.

[0335] The reference position of the coupling member
7 corresponds to an operating reference condition of the
rear spring 410. The operating reference condition of the
rear spring 410 may, for example, be a condition in which
the rear spring 410 is at rest or in static equilibrium.
[0336] Preferably, therefore, the rear spring 410 has a
first end which is connected to the coupling member 7
and a second end which is connected to the supporting
structure 401.

[0337] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm 4
comprises a front spring 411.

[0338] The operating arm 4 is configured in such away
that the front spring 411 operatively opposes, or counter,
the angular displacement of the removal tool 403 relative
to the head 5 about the axis of oscillation 405’, when that
angular displacement is such as to displace the removal
tool 403 relative to an angular reference position of the
removal tool 403 itself. The angular reference position of
the removal tool 403 must be considered about the axis
of oscillation 405’ and relative to the head 5.
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[0339] It should be borne in mind that the operating
arm 4 is configured in such a way that the rotation of the
removal tool 403 relative to the head 5 about the axis of
oscillation 405’ corresponds to the translation between
the driving member 6 and the head 5 along the longitu-
dinal axis 402. Thus, the angular reference position of
the removal tool 403 corresponds to a longitudinal refer-
ence position of the driving member 6 relative to the head
5. Thelongitudinal reference position of the driving mem-
ber 6 relative to the head 5 should be considered along
the longitudinal axis 402.

[0340] Thus, the front spring 411 is operatively inter-
posed between the head 5 and the driving member 6 or
between the head 5 and the movable member 407b of
the actuator 407 to oppose the mutual displacement of
the driving member 6 and the head 5 relative to the lon-
gitudinal reference position of the driving member 6 and
thus, to simultaneously oppose the angular displacement
of the removal tool 403 relative to the angular reference
position of the removal tool 403 itself.

[0341] Inthe embodiment shown in the accompanying
drawings, the angular reference position of the removal
tool 403 is the one shown in Figures 2a-2b and thus cor-
responds to the neutral position of the removal tool 403.
The angular reference position of the removal tool 403
corresponds to an operating reference condition of the
front spring 411. The operating reference condition of the
front spring 411 may, for example, be a condition in which
the front spring 411 is at rest or in static equilibrium.
[0342] Preferably, therefore, the front spring 411 has
afirstend which is connected to the head 5 and a second
end which is connected to the driving member 6.
[0343] As may be noted in Figures 2c and 5b, in the
embodiment of the accompanying drawings, there are at
least two coupling members 7, at least two middle cou-
plings 701, at least two front couplings 702, two rear cou-
plings 703, at least two rear springs 411 situated respec-
tively on the two opposite sides of the longitudinal axis
402 or of the operating axis 402’.

[0344] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm 4
includes a first piston 412 acting on the movable member
407b of the actuator 407 to cause, by means of that mov-
able member 407b, the movement of the driving member
6 along the longitudinal orientation or operating axis 402’
atleast in a first direction along the longitudinal axis 402.
[0345] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm 4
includes a second piston 413 acting on the movable
member 407b of the actuator 407 to cause, by means of
that movable member 407b, the movement of the driving
member 6 along the longitudinal orientation or operating
axis 402’ in a first direction or in a second direction op-
posite to the first direction.

[0346] The first piston 412 and the second piston 413
apply their respective opposing forces preferably on the
stationary member 407a of the actuator. In a possible
embodiment of the machine 1, the head 5 may adopt a
first operating configuration, shown in all the accompa-
nying drawings except Figures 9 and 10b, and a second
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operating configuration, shown in Figures 9 and 10b.
[0347] The first tool which, in a possible embodiment,
may be the removal tool 403, projects from the head 5
in a first direction in both of the configurations.

[0348] In the first operating configuration, the second
tool which, in a possible embodiment, may be the mount-
ingtool 404, is disposed in afirst position where it projects
from the head 5 in a second direction, opposite to the
first direction.

[0349] In the second operating configuration of the
head 5, the second tool is disposed in a second position
where it projects from the head 5 in the first direction.
The second position of the second tool is tilted upside
down relative to the first position of the second tool.
[0350] In a possible embodiment, the first tool and the
second tool, when the latter is at its second position, joint-
ly define a mounting tool.

[0351] The second tool by itself, therefore, might con-
stitute the mounting tool, without acting in conjunction
with the first tool.

[0352] The first direction is directed along a first orien-
tation transverse to the longitudinal orientation and/or
transverse to both the longitudinal axis 402 and/or the
axis of tilt 406°.

[0353] The second direction is directed along a second
orientation transverse to the longitudinal orientation and
preferably to both the longitudinal axis 402 and to the
axis of tilt 406°.

[0354] The first and second transverse orientations
may coincide.

[0355] The second rotational connection 406 is config-
ured in such a way that the second tool 404 can move
from the first position to the second position and/or vice
versa by rotation relative to the head 5 about the axis of
tilt 406°.

[0356] In a preferred embodiment, the operating arm
4 is configured in such a way that when the head 5 is in
its second operating configuration, and thus the second
tool is at its second position, a first outside surface be-
longing to the first tool and a second outside surface be-
longing to the second tool lie on a single position surface
415 transverse to the longitudinal axis 402.

[0357] At the second position, the second tool is co-
planar with the first tool in a plane transverse or at right
angles to the longitudinal axis 402.

[0358] The second tool is provided with an opening
414 adapted to receive the first tool, in the second oper-
ating configuration of the head 5, or vice versa.

[0359] The opening 414 is adapted for the passage of
at least part of the head 5 through the opening 414 when
the second tool moves from the first position to the sec-
ond position and vice versa.

[0360] As may be noted in Figure 10b, the second tool,
which may be the mounting tool 404, when it is at its
second position, projects from the head 5 in the first di-
rection more than the first tool, which may be the removal
tool 403.

[0361] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm 4
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includes a locking pin 416 coupled to the second tool.
The locking pin 416 is movable between an extracted
position where it does not interfere with the movement
ofthe second tool between the first and second positions,
and an inserted position where it does interfere with such
movement in order to prevent the second tool from mov-
ing from the first position to the second position and/or
vice versa.

[0362] In a possible embodiment, the operating arm 4
comprises a locking spring connected to the locking pin
416 to force it into the inserted position.

[0363] The operatingarm 4 is configured in such a way
that during the rotation of the second tool between the
first and the second position, the locking pin remains in
sliding contact with a surface of the head 5 until the sec-
ond tool 404 reaches the first or the second position,
where it automatically moves into the inserted position.
[0364] Inanexample embodiment, the firstand second
directions are aligned along the same axis so that, to
move from the first to the second position or vice versa,
the second tool performs a rotation of 180 degrees or
approximately 180 degrees.

[0365] Accordingtoanotheraspect, this description re-
lates to a method for removing a tyre from a respective
rim of a vehicle wheel. The method is carried out by a
removal tool 403 pivoted to a head 5, supported by a
supporting structure 401 which supports the operating
arm 4, and a driving member 6 articulated to the removal
tool 403 at an operating point P.

[0366] The method comprises a step of displacing the
driving member 6 relative to the supporting structure 401
along a longitudinal orientation by means of an actuator
407 connected or interposed between the driving mem-
ber 6 and the supporting structure 401. This displace-
ment step is carried out, for example, between the situ-
ation of Figures 2a-2b and the situation of Figure 4 or of
Figure 5a.

[0367] The method comprises a step of rotating the
removal tool 403 relative to the head 5 under the action
of displacing the driving member 6. This rotation step is
carried out, for example, between the situation of Figures
2a-2b and the situation of Figure 4 or of Figure 5a.
[0368] The method comprises a step of driving a cou-
pling member 7 under the action of displacing the driving
member 6. This driving step is carried out, for example,
between the situation of Figures 2a-2b and the situation
of Figure 4 or of Figure 5a.

[0369] The method comprises a step of displacing the
head 5 relative to the supporting structure 401 along the
longitudinal orientation and, consequently, also the re-
moval tool 403 relative to the supporting structure 401
along the longitudinal orientation. This step of displacing
the head 5 and also the removal tool 403 is carried out,
for example, between the situation of Figures 4 and the
situation of Figure 5a.

[0370] To cause the step of rotating the removal tool
403 relative to the head 5, the step of displacing the driv-
ing member 6 relative to the supporting structure 401

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

21

along the longitudinal orientation has as its result, by way
of the step of driving the coupling member 7, a displace-
ment of the driving member 6 relative to the head 5 along
the longitudinal orientation.

[0371] The displacement of the driving member 6 rel-
ative to the head 5 along the longitudinal orientation oc-
curs, for example, between the situation of Figures 2a-
2b and the situation of Figure 4.

[0372] To cause the step of displacing the removal tool
403 relative to the supporting structure 401 along the
longitudinal orientation, the step of displacing the driving
member 6 relative to the supporting structure 401 along
the longitudinal orientation has as its result, by way of
the step of driving the couplingmember 7, adisplacement
of the head 5 relative to the supporting structure 401
along the longitudinal orientation.

[0373] The rotation of the removal tool 403 relative to
the head 5 occurs about an axis of oscillation 405’ trans-
verse or at right angles to the longitudinal orientation.
[0374] The rotation of the tool 403 relative to the head
5 is correlated with the difference between the displace-
ment of the driving member 6 relative to the supporting
structure 401 along the longitudinal orientation and the
displacement of the head 5 relative to the supporting
structure 401 also along the longitudinal orientation. This
rotation is thus correlated with the displacement of the
driving member 6 relative to the head 5 along the longi-
tudinal orientation.

[0375] The translation, and thus the displacement, of
the driving member 6 relative to the head 5 along the
longitudinal orientation, is regulated by the driving of the
coupling member 7.

[0376] The displacement of the driving member 6 rel-
ative to the supporting structure 401 includes afirst stroke
along the longitudinal orientation between a retracted po-
sition (for example the one shown in Figures 2a-2b) and
an intermediate position (for example the one shown in
Figure 4). The displacement of the driving member 6 rel-
ative to the supporting structure 401 includes a second
stroke along the longitudinal orientation between the in-
termediate position (for example the one shown in Figure
4) and an advanced position (for example the one shown
in Figures 5a-5b). During the first stroke, the head 5 is
stationary relative to the supporting structure 401, atleast
along the longitudinal orientation, whilst the driving mem-
ber 6, together with the operating point P of the removal
tool 403, advance along the longitudinal orientation 402
both relative to the supporting structure 401 and relative
to the head 5.

[0377] During the second stroke, the head 5, the driv-
ing member 6, and thus the operating point P of the re-
moval tool 403, advance relative to the supporting struc-
ture 401 along the longitudinal orientation.

[0378] The displacement of the driving member 6 rel-
ative to the supporting structure 401 along the longitudi-
nal orientation is as a whole greater than the displace-
ment of the head 5 relative to the supporting structure
401 along the longitudinal orientation.
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[0379] Also imaginable is the case where only the
above mentioned second stroke of the driving member
6 relative to the supporting structure 401 along the lon-
gitudinal orientation is greater than the displacement of
the head 5 relative to the supporting structure 401 along
the longitudinal orientation.

[0380] In the latter case, the removal tool 403 rotates
relative to the head 5 even for at least a part of the second
stroke.

[0381] Itmay be stated thatthe advancing ofthe driving
member 6 from the retracted position to the advanced
position causes, for the head 5, a longitudinal translation
by a first quantity and, for the operating point P of the
removal tool 403, a longitudinal translation by a second
quantity, greater than the first quantity.

[0382] It may be stated that during the first stroke, the
head 5 is longitudinally stationary and the operating point
P of the removal tool 403 advances longitudinally and
during the second stroke, both the head 5 and the oper-
ating point P of the removal tool 403 advance longitudi-
nally.

[0383] During the first and/or the second stroke of the
driving member 6, the coupling member 7 rotates relative
to the head 5 about an axis of rotation 701’ which remains
stationary relative to the head 5.

[0384] According to a further aspect, this description
relates to a method for removing and fitting a tyre respec-
tively from and to a respective rim of a vehicle wheel by
means of a head 5, mounted on an operating arm 4 di-
rected along a longitudinal orientation, a first tool 403
connected to the head 5 and, in a first position of it, pro-
jecting from the head 5 in a first direction, and a second
tool 404 connected to the head 5 and, in a first position
of it, projecting from the head 5 in a second direction.
[0385] The second direction is opposite to the first di-
rection relative to the longitudinal orientation. The first
and second directions are transverse and/or at right an-
gles to the longitudinal orientation.

[0386] According to the method, the tyre is removed
from the rim by causing the first tool to interact with the
tyre during a step of rotating the rim about its axis.
[0387] The method comprises a step of rotating the
second tool 404 about an axis of tilt 406’ in order to tilt
the second tool 404 between the first position and the
second position. In the second position, the second tool
404 also projects in the first direction.

[0388] Accordingto the method, the tyre might be fitted
to the rim by causing a tool, defined by the first tool in its
first position preferably in conjunction with the second
tool in its second position, to interact with the tyre during
a step of rotating the rim about its axis.

[0389] Fitting might also be carried by means of the
second tool only, if the second tool by itself can define a
mounting tool.

[0390] The method may also comprise moving a lock-
ing pin from an inserted position to an extracted position
before rotating the second tool about the axis of ilt.
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Claims

1. A machine (1), configured to remove and mount a
tyre from and on a respective rim of a vehicle wheel
(2), comprising an operating arm (4) directed along
a longitudinal orientation, the operating arm (4) in-
cluding:

- a head (5) supported by the operating arm (4);
- afirst tool and a second tool;

- the first tool is connected to the head (5) and
projects in a first direction, the first direction be-
ing directed along an orientation transverse to
the longitudinal orientation;

- the second tool is connected to the head (5)
and, in afirst operating configuration of the head
(5), isdisposed in afirst position where it projects
in a second direction, opposite to the first direc-
tion,

characterized in that the second tool is pivoted to
the head (5) to rotate about an axis of tilt (406’) trans-
verse to the longitudinal orientation (402) to move
from the first position to a second position, corre-
sponding to a second operating configuration of the
head (5) and tilted upside down relative to the first
position, to project in the first direction.

2. The machine (1) according to claim 1, wherein the
first tool is a removal tool (403) provided with a
hooked end, and the second tool is a mounting tool
(404).

3. The machine (1) according to either of the preceding
claims, wherein the second tool, in the second posi-
tion, is co-planar with the first tool.

4. The machine (1) according to one or more of the
preceding claims, wherein the second tool is provid-
ed with an opening (414) adapted to receive the first
tool, in the second operating configuration of the
head (5), or vice versa.

5. The machine (1) according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the transverse orientation is
transverse both to the longitudinal orientation (402)
and to the axis of tilt (406’).

6. The machine (1) according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the second direction is directed
along the transverse orientation.

7. The machine (1) according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the first and second directions
are aligned along the same axis so that, to move
from the first to the second position, the second tool
performs a rotation of 180 degrees.
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The machine (1) according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, comprising a locking pin (416) coupled
to the second tool and movable between an extract-
ed position where it does not interfere with the move-
ment of the second tool between the first and second
positions, and an inserted position where it prevents
movements of the second tool relative to the head

(5).

The machine (1) according to claim 8, comprising a
locking spring connected to the locking pin (416) to
force it into the inserted position in the absence of
external forces acting on the locking pin (416) itself.

The machine (1) according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, comprising a wheel-holder unit (3) rotat-
ing about an axis of rotation (302), the axis of rotation
(302) being parallel to the transverse orientation.

The machine (1) according to any one of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the operating arm (4) includes:

- a supporting structure (401), wherein the head
(5) is movably connected to the supporting struc-
ture (401);

-anactuator (407), which comprises a stationary
member (407a), connected to the supporting
structure (401), and a movable member (407b),
adapted to move the head (5).

A method for removing and mounting a tyre from and
on a respective rim of a vehicle wheel (2) by means
of a head (5), mounted on an operating arm (4) di-
rected along a longitudinal orientation, a first tool
connected to the head (5) and projecting in a first
direction, and a second tool connected to the head
(5), wherein mounting and removal are carried out
by interaction of the first and the second tool, respec-
tively or vice versa, with the tyre during the step of
rotating the rim about its axis,

the method being characterized in that it comprises
a step of rotating the second tool about an axis of tilt
(406’) transverse to the longitudinal orientation (402)
in order to tilt the second tool between afirst position,
where it projects in a second direction, opposite to
the first direction, and a second position, where it
projects in a first direction, wherein, to remove the
tyre, the second tool is positioned at the first position
and, to mount the tyre, the second tool is positioned
at the second position, or vice versa.

The method according to claim 12, wherein the first
direction is directed along an orientation transverse
to both the longitudinal orientation (402) and to the
axis of tilt (406’).

The method according to claim 12 or 13, wherein the
step of rotating the second tool about the axis of tilt
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(406’) is preceded by a step of moving a locking pin
(416) from an inserted position to an extracted posi-
tion.

The method according to claim 14, wherein the lock-
ing pin (416) is connected to alock spring and, during
the rotation of the second tool between the first and
the second position, remains in sliding contact with
a surface ofthe head (5) until the second tool reaches
thefirst or the second position, where it automatically
moves into the inserted position.
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