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(54) DISPENSING CONTAINER

(67) A first sheet material is easily taken out while
sheet materials are prevented from being continuously
taken out when a second sheet material and after are
taken out. A dispensing container (10) configured to
maintain a sealed state has a longitudinal direction (front
and back direction) (C) and a lateral direction (B), and
includes a container main body (11) having an upper sur-
face provided with a dispensing opening (24) for taking
out sheet materials (9) contained and an upper lid (12)
mounted to the upper surface of the container main body

(11) via a hinge (38). The dispensing opening (24) in-
cludes a first opening part (24a) positioned on the side
of the hinge (38) and a second opening part (24b) con-
tinuing from the first opening part (24a) extends toward
the opposite side of the hinge (38) in the lateral direction
(B), and enables the sheet material (9) to pass through.
The first opening part (24a) has a length (e3) in the lateral
direction (X) longerthan a length (e4) of the second open-
ing part (24b) in the lateral direction (X).
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Description
[Technical Field]

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a dispensing
container.

[Background Art]

[0002] Conventionally known dispensing containers
that maintain a sealed state include a top surface and a
lid attached thereto with a hinge . The top surface has a
dispensing opening for taking out sheet materials in the
container such as tissue paper in a pop-up style. For
example, Patent Literature 1 discloses a dispensing con-
tainer having an opening provided with a flexible sheet
having a slit.

[0003] Sheet materials in such a container are taken
out through the slit. The sheet materials receive resist-
ance upon passing through the slit to be prevented from
being continuously taken out through the opening.

[Citation List]
[Patent Literature]

[0004] PTL 1: Japanese Translation of PCT Applica-
tion Publication No. JP-T-2003-529505

[Summary of Invention]
[Technical Problem]

[0005] For the invention disclosed in Patent Literature
1, it may be difficult for the user to insert the fingers into
the container through the opening for taking out the first
sheet material, when the resistance received by sheet
materials passing through the slit is set to be large to
more effectively reduce a possibility of the sheet materi-
als being continuously taken out.

[0006] In this context, when the resistance of the slitis
set to be lower so that the first sheet material may be
easily taken out with the fingers, sheet materials may be
continuously taken out when the second sheet material
and after are taken out.

[0007] The presentinvention is directed to animprove-
ment in the conventional dispensing container, and an
object of the present invention is to provide a dispensing
container that enables the first sheet material to be easily
taken out while preventing the sheet materials to be con-
tinuously taken out when the second sheet material and
after are taken out.

[Solution to Problem]
[0008] Adispensingcontaineraccording to the present

invention has a longitudinal direction and a lateral direc-
tion, and includes a container main body configured to
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contain stacked sheet materials, a dispensing structure
positioned in a top wall of the container main body, the
dispensing structure having a dispensing opening
through which the stacked sheet materials are taken out
in a pop-up style, and an upper lid with which the dis-
pensing opening is airtightly closed, the upper lid having
a proximal edge and a distal edge, the upper lid being
pivotally mounted to the container main body adjacently
to the proximal edge via a hinge. The dispensing opening
is defined by a first opening part and a second opening
part, the first opening part being positioned adjacently to
the proximal edge and expanding in the longitudinal di-
rection and the lateral direction, the second opening part
continuing from an approximately center part of the first
opening part in the lateral direction and extending toward
the distal edge, the first opening part having a length at
least in the lateral direction longer than a length of the
second opening part in the lateral direction.

[Advantageous Effects of Invention]

[0009] Inthe dispensing container according to one or
more embodiments of the presentinvention, the dispens-
ing opening includes the first opening part and the second
opening part. The first opening part has the length in the
lateral direction longer than the length of the second
opening part in the lateral direction. This configuration
enables a user to take out the first sheet material by in-
serting his or her fingers through the first opening part,
while preventing the sheet materials from being contin-
uously taken out when the second sheet material and
after are taken out through the second opening part.

[Brief Description of Drawings]

[0010] The drawings illustrate specific embodiments
of the present invention, including optional and preferred
embodiments as well as essential features of the inven-
tion.

[Fig. 1] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a dispensing
container according to the present invention.

[Fig. 2] Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along
ling lI-Il'in Fig. 1.

[Fig. 3] Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a top surface
of a container main body with a dispensing structure
removed.

[Fig. 4] Fig. 4 is an upper perspective view of the
dispensing structure.

[Fig. 5] Fig. 5 is a lower perspective view of the dis-
pensing structure.

[Fig. 6] Fig. 6 (a) is a cross-sectional view illustrating
a state before the dispensing structure is attached
to the container main body. Fig. 6(b) is a cross-sec-
tional view illustrating a state after the dispensing
structure is attached to the container main body.
[Fig. 7] Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along
line VII-VIl in Fig. 1.
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[Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a package.
[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a plan view illustrating a dispensing
opening of the dispensing structure and a package
opening of the package .

[Fig. 10] Fig. 10(a) is a schematic view illustrating an
example of a stacked state of wet tissues. Fig. 10(b)
is a schematic view illustrating another example of
a stacked state of the wet tissues.

[Fig. 11] Fig. 11(a) is a schematic view illustrating
still another example of a stacked state of the wet
tissues. Fig. 11 (b) is a schematic view illustrating
yet still another example of a stacked state of the
wet tissues.

[Description of Embodiments]

[0011] The following describes details of the present
invention on the basis of the embodiments including a
dispensing container of wet tissues, serving as sheet ma-
terials, as an example of a dispensing container accord-
ing to the present invention with reference to the attached
drawings. The embodiments described below include
both option and preferred embodiments as well as those
features which are essential features of the present in-
vention.

[0012] A dispensing container 10, illustrated in Fig. 1
thatis a perspective view, includes a container main body
11 containing wet tissues and an upper lid 12. The upper
lid 12 is attached to an upper surface of the container
main body 11 via a hinge 38 (see Fig. 7). A package of
wet tissues may be set in the container main body 11
with a detachable bottom lid 13 detached. Double-head-
ed arrows A, B, and C in Fig. 1 respectively indicate an
upper and lower direction A, a lateral direction B, and a
front and back direction C of the dispensing container 10.
[0013] Fig. 2is a cross-sectional view taken along line
lI-11, in Fig. 1, equally dividing the length of the bottom lid
13 of the dispensing container 10 in the front and back
direction C. The container main body 11 includes a top
wall 14 and a circumference wall 34 opposed to each
other in the upper and lower direction A. The detachable
bottom lid 13 is fit to the bottom of the container main
body 11. The container main body 11 contains the pack-
age 8 of a plurality of stacked wet tissues 9. The wet
tissues 9 are rectangular fibrous nonwoven fabrics each
folded in two at a folding line extending in the lateral di-
rection, and are stacked one on top of the other in the
upper and lower direction A in such a manner that the
folding lines are alternately arranged to be on one end
and the other end in the front and back direction C. The
wet tissues 9 come into contact with a second opening
24b upon passing through a dispensing opening 24, so
that the next wet tissue 9 is prevented from being con-
tinuously taken out. The top wall 14 has a center part
having a recessed surface 15. The recessed surface 15
is formed of a supporting surface 18 and a circumference
edge 19. The supporting surface 18 has a center part
having a circular opening 25 (see Fig. 3) for taking out
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the wettissues 9. The dispensing structure 17 is disposed
on the recessed surface 15. The container main body 11
and the bottom lid 16 may be made by injection molding
for example, and are made of hard materials such as
thermoset synthetic resins, examples of which include
polypropylene and polyethylene.

[0014] Fig. 3isaperspective view illustrating the upper
surface of the container main body 11 having the sup-
porting surface 18 exposed with the dispensing structure
17 detached. The circular opening 25 is positioned sub-
stantially at the center part of the supporting surface 18.
Engagement claws 55 are disposed close to and on the
outer side of the circumference edge 19. The engage-
ment claws 55 each include a pair of first and second
claws 56 and 57 with a gap 58 provided therebetween.
The engagement claws 55 are made of thermoset syn-
thetic resins so that the first claw 56 and the second claw
57 may elastically deform to come into contact with each
other upon receiving external force. The claws 56 and
57 respectively include heads 56a and 57a and necks
56b and 57b (see Fig. 6).

[0015] Fig. 4 is an upper perspective view of the dis-
pensing structure 17. Fig. 5 is a lower perspective view
of the dispensing structure 17. The dispensing structure
17 includes a rigid flange 20 positioned on the outer cir-
cumference, an elastic circumference wall 22 continuing
from an inner side of the flange 20, a rigid inner lid 23
continuing from an inner circumference of the circumfer-
ence wall 22, and an elastic flap 26 continuing from the
inner circumference of the inner lid 23 and defining the
dispensing opening 24. As illustrated in Figs . 6(a) and
6(b), the circumference wall 22 has atop edge 32 includ-
ing both annular side edges 32b and an annular groove
32a positioned between both side edges 32b, and has a
packing function for the upper lid 12. An annular rib 30,
positioned on an inner surface of the upper lid 12, tightly
fits the groove 32a. An annular protrusion 32d protruding
downward is positioned between the circumference wall
22 and an outer circumference edge of the inner lid 23.
The annular protrusion 32d is in contact with a distal end
35a of an annular supporting protrusion 35 of the sup-
porting surface 18 in a state where the dispensing struc-
ture 17 is attached to the container main body 11 (see
Fig. 6(b)).

[0016] As illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5, the dispensing
opening 24 includes a firstopening part 24a and a second
opening part 24b. The first opening part 24a is positioned
at part of the upper lid 12 closer to the hinge 38 (proximal
edge side) (see Fig. 7). The second opening part 24b is
positioned at part of the upper lid 12 closer to a latch 46
(distal edge side) . The first opening part 24a and the
second opening part 24b respectively are contoured by
a top part and a stem part of a generally mushroom
shape. More specifically, the first opening part 24a has
a convex shape. The second opening part 24b has a
generally slot shape with a cervix curved from both sides
of the first opening part.

[0017] For example, the flange 20 may be made of
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hard thermoset synthetic resins. The circumference wall
22 is made of soft elastic materials, such as silicone rub-
ber or thermoset elastomer, to be easily elastically de-
formable, and has lower rigidity than the flange 20 and
the inner lid 23. The flange 20, the circumference wall
22, the inner lid 23, and the flap 26 may be molded with
a technique known as double mold, which is one of the
injection molding techniques. The flange 20 has four en-
gagement holes 60 disposed more on the outer side than
the circumference wall 22 around the dispensing opening
24. The engagement holes 60 each include a circular
large diameter part 60a positioned on the upper side and
a circular small diameter part60b positioned on the lower
side (see Fig. 6).

[0018] Fig. 6 (a) is a cross-sectional view illustrating a
state before the dispensing structure 17 is mounted to
the container main body 11 using a mounting unit 59
including the engagement claws 55 and the engagement
holes 60. The mounting is performed as follows. First of
all, the dispensing structure 17 is placed on the recessed
surface 15 so that the positions of the four engagement
holes 60 and the positions of four engagement claws 55
may respectively match with one another in the lateral
direction B and in the front and back direction C. A length
f1 of the small diameter part60b of the engagement hole
60 in a radial direction is larger than a length d1 of an
outer circumference surface of heads 56a and 57a of first
and the second claws 56 and 57 in the end of each of
the engagement claws 55. Thus, when the dispensing
structure 17 is pressed against the supporting surface
18, the end of the engagement claw 55 is inserted in the
small diameter part 60b of the engagement hole 60.
[0019] The length f1 of the small diameter part 60b of
the engagement hole 60 in the radial direction is smaller
than a length d2 of an outermost circumference surface
of the heads 56a and 57a of the engagement claw 55 in
the radial direction. Thus, when the dispensing structure
17 is pressed against the container, the outer circumfer-
ence surface of the heads 56a and 57a of the engage-
ment claw 55 comes into contact with the inner circum-
ference surface of the small diameter part60b of the en-
gagement hole 60. When the dispensing structure 17 is
further pressed, the circumference edge of the small di-
ameter part 60b presses the outer circumference surface
of the heads 56a and 57a, and thus the first claw 56 and
the second claw 57 move toward each other. Then, when
the dispensing structure 17 is further pressed, the pro-
trusion 32d of the dispensing structure 17 comes into
contact with the protrusion 35 of the recessed surface
15. The protrusion 35 of the recessed surface 15 has
higher rigidity than the protrusion 32d of the dispensing
structure 17. Thus, when the dispensing structure 17 is
further pressed, the protrusion 32d of the dispensing
structure 17 deforms but the protrusion 35 of the re-
cessed surface 15 does not deform.

[0020] Then, when the dispensing structure 17 is fur-
ther pressed, as illustrated in Fig. 6(b), the small diameter
part 60b of the engagement hole 60 comes into contact
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with the necks 56b and 57b, and the outer circumference
surface of the heads 56a and 57a comes into contact
with the large diameter part 60a of the engagement hole
60. Thus, with the mounting unit 59, the dispensing struc-
ture 17 is mounted to the container main body 11, while
being prevented from detaching from the container main
body 11. The dispensing structure 17 is mounted to the
container main body 11 with the protrusion 32d of the
dispensing structure 17 pressed against the protrusion
35 of the recessed surface 15, whereby the mounting
unit 59 ensures sealing between the container main body
11 and the dispensing structure 17.

[0021] Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along line
VII-VIlin Fig. 1. Line VII-VII equally divides the length of
the bottom lid 13 of the dispensing container 10 in the
lateral direction B. For example, the upper lid 12 may be
made of hard thermoset synthetic resins. The upper lid
12 has higher rigidity than the circumference wall 22 and
the flap 26. The upper lid 12 with such a configuration
fits the inner circumference of the recessed surface 15
openably. The upper lid 12 includes an outer surface 28
forming a part of the outer surface of the dispensing con-
tainer 10 and an inner surface 29 facing the recessed
surface 15. An annular rib 30 is positioned on the inner
surface 29, linearly extends toward the recessed surface
15, and comes into contact with the top edge32 of the
circumference wall 22. The annular rib 30 comes into
contactwith arecessed edge 32a between both side edg-
es 32b of the top edge 32. The circumference wall 22
and the annular rib 30 in contact with each other as de-
scribed above collectively form a circumference wall 72
surrounding the openings 24 and 25. This ensures seal-
ing between the upper lid 12 and the dispensing structure
17. The inner surface 29 of the upperlid 12 forms a ceiling
73 facing the openings 24 and 25 in an area surrounded
by the circumference wall 72. An airtight space 74 is de-
fined, above the openings 24 and 25, by the circumfer-
ence wall 72 and the ceiling 73. Thus, liquid in the wet
tissues 9 may be prevented from evaporating.

[0022] Projections 33 are provided at four corners of
the bottom lid 13 to prevent the package 8 contained in
the container 10 from moving out of place.

[0023] In Fig. 7, the upper lid 12 in a state as a result
of pivoting upward/clockwise is illustrated with a dotted
line. The upper lid 12 has a shaft 36 formed on the right
side in Fig. 7, rotatably inserted in a bearing 37 formed
in the recessed surface 15. Thus, the upper lid 12 may
pivot back and forth in the upper and lower direction A,
as indicated by a double-headed arrow E, so that the
openings 24 and 25 for taking out the wet tissues 9 may
be opened and closed. The shaft 36 and the bearing 37
form the hinge 38 of the dispensing container 10. A spring
40 is provided between the supporting surface 18 of the
recessed surface 15 and the upper lid 12 in the vicinity
of the shaft 36 to bias the upper lid 12 in the opening
direction. The spring 40 in the illustrated example is an
elastic strip-shaped piece made of synthetic rubber or
natural rubber. The spring 40 is in a loaded state with the
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elastic strip-shaped piece, folded by a predetermined
number of times, having one end 41 in the longitudinal
direction of the elastic strip-shaped piece fixed to the sup-
porting surface 18 of the recessed surface 15 and the
other end 42 fixed to the upper lid 12. The one end 41 is
clamped by the supporting surface 18 and the flange 20
to be fixed, and the other end 42 is fixed to a protrusion
44 formed in the inner surface 29 of the upper lid 12 via
a holder 43. A general spring material such as a caoll
spring may be used as the spring 40 instead of that illus-
trated in the figure.

[0024] The latch 46 extends downward from the inner
surface 29 of the upper lid 12 in the closed state on the
left side in Fig. 7. The latch 46 has a distal end provided
with an engagement protrusion 47 extending toward a
latch receiver 51 described later. The container main
body 11 has a front part48 (see, also Fig. 1) provided
with a recess 49 that continues to the recessed surface
15, and incorporates the latch receiver 51 configured to
receive the latch 46 of the upper lid 12 in the closed state.
When the upper lid 12 is in the closed state, the recess
49is covered with the upper lid 12 so as not to be exposed
to the outside from the dispensing container 10. Thus,
the upper lid 12 is not visible in the outer view of the
dispensing container 10, and thus has no negative impact
on the outer appearance of the dispensing container 10.
The latch receiver 51 serving as a receiving portion en-
gaging with the latch 46 has an upper side in contact with
a forward extending part 52 of the flange 20 so as not to
be detached upward from the recess 49.

[0025] The dispensing container 10 is one type of con-
tainers having the upper lid 12known as a push lock/push
open lock mechanism. Thus, the upper lid 12 that has
been closed relative to the dispensing container 10 is
opened relative to the dispensing container 10 by being
pressed.

[0026] Fig. 8 illustrates the package 8 to be contained
in the dispensing container 10. The package 8 includes
the wet tissues 9 serving as sheet materials, a cover
sheet 8a covering the wet tissues 9, a package opening
8b formed in an upper surface of the cover sheet 8a, and
an unillustrated sealing tape attached to the upper sur-
face of the cover sheet 8a to close the package opening
8b. The cover sheet 8ais liquid impermeable, so that the
liquid in the wet sheets beneath the cover sheet 8a may
be prevented from evaporating.

[0027] Fig. 9 is a plan view illustrating the package
opening 8b of the package 8 and the dispensing opening
24 of the dispensing structure 17. The package opening
8b has a length €6 in the lateral direction B longer than
alength e5inthe front and back direction C. The package
opening 8b has a length e7 of the dispensing opening 24
in the front and back direction C longer than the length
e5 in the front and back direction C. The package 8 is
setin the dispensing container 10 as follows : Specifical-
ly, the sealing tape is peeled off from the cover sheet 8a
so that the package opening 8b is exposed, and then the
package 8 is placed on the bottom lid 13. The package
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opening 8b has a length e4 of the second opening part
24b in the lateral direction B smaller than the length e6
inthe lateral direction B. The package opening 8b is over-
lapped with the second opening part 24b but is not over-
lapped with the first opening part 24a in plan view.
[0028] The wet tissues 9 are initially used as follows:
First of all, the package 8 is placed on the bottom lid 13,
the bottom lid 13 is attached to the container main body
11, and the upper lid 12 is opened. Then, the topmost
one of the wet tissues 9 is pinched by a user’ s fingers
inserted through the first opening part 24a of the dispens-
ing opening 24, and is taken out through the second
opening part 24b. The first wet tissue 9 is be taken out
with the fingers inserted through the first opening part
24a having the long length €3 in the lateral direction B.
The flap 26 positioned in the circumference edge of the
dispensing opening 24 has flexibility/elasticity, and has
lower rigidity than the inner lid 23. Thus, the fingers may
be prevented from hitting the inner lid 23 with high rigidity
when taking out the first wet tissue 9. The length e4 of
the second opening part 24b in the lateral direction B is
smaller than the length e6 of the package opening 8b in
the lateral direction B. This ensures the first wet tissue 9
to be taken out while preventing the second wet tissue 9
and after are from being continuously taken out.

[0029] Thedispensingcontainer 10 hasthe dispensing
opening 24 formed to extend in the front and back direc-
tion C, and has the first opening part 24a through which
the fingers are inserted to take out the first wet tissue 9
and the second opening part 24b preventing the wet tis-
sues 9 from being continuously taken out. This ensures
the first wet tissue 9 to be easily taken out with a lower
possibility of the next wet tissue 9 being continuously
taken out.

[0030] The first opening part 24a is positioned closer
to the hinge 38, and the second opening part 24b is po-
sitioned on the opposite side of the hinge 38 in the front
and back direction C (closer to the latch 46). The package
opening 8b and the first opening part 24a do not overlap
with each other in plan view. This ensures that the wet
tissues 9 passing through the dispensing opening 24
pass through the second opening part 24b.

[0031] The flange 20 with high rigidity is positioned in
longitudinally and laterally outer circumference edges of
the dispensing structure 17. Thus, the outer circumfer-
ence edges of the dispensing structure 17 may be pre-
vented from deforming.

[0032] The container main body 11 in the illustrated
example may have the flange 20 and the supporting sur-
face 18 integrated by being mechanically fitto each other,
by using a fastener of an appropriate shape by being
joined to each other through welding, ultrasonic joining,
or the like, or by using adhesives such as hotmelt adhe-
sives.

[0033] In the embodiment described above, the wet
tissues 9 are described as an example of the sheet ma-
terials. However, the present invention is not limited to
this, and a nonwoven fabric including liquid such as water
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or alcohol may be used as the sheet materials. The top
wall 14 does not necessarily need to be provided with
the recessed surface 15.

[0034] The stacked state of the wet tissues 9 contained
in the package 8 is not limited to that described above.
Figs. 10 and 11 are schematic views illustrating a stacked
state of the wet tissues 9. It should be noted here, how-
ever, that the wet tissues 9 are actually stacked to be in
contact with each other in the upper and lower direction
A. For example, as illustrated in Fig. 10 (a), the wet tis-
sues 9, each folded in two in one of the lateral direction
B and the front and back direction C to be in a V-shape
may be stacked in the upper and lower direction A. Al-
ternatively, as illustrated in Fig. 10 (b) the wet tissues 9
each folded in three in one of the lateral direction B and
the front and back direction C to be in a Z-shape may be
stacked in the upper and lower direction A. Furthermore,
as illustrated in Fig. 11(a), the wet tissues 9 each folded
in three in one of the lateral direction B and the front and
back direction C to be in a Z-shape may be stacked while
being shifted from each other in one of the lateral direction
B and the front and back direction C. Furthermore, as
illustrated in Fig. 11(b), the wet tissues 9 each folded in
two in one of the lateral direction B and the front and back
direction C to be in a V-shape, and the wet tissues 9 each
folded in three in one of the lateral direction B and the
front and back direction C to be in a Z-shape may be
alternately stacked in the upper and lower direction A. In
the stacked states of the wet tissues 9 illustrated in Figs.
10 (a) and 10 (b) and in Fig. 11 (b), the wet tissue 9
positioned on the upper side has a folded end portion 9a
in contact with an end of the underlaying fibrous nonwo-
ven fabric. In the stacked state of the wet tissues 9 illus-
trated in Fig. 11(a), the wet tissue 9 positioned on the
upper side has an intermediate part 9¢ in contact with an
end of the underlaying wet tissue 9 in a direction orthog-
onal to a folding line 9b of the wet tissues 9. In Figs. 10
and 11, the reference numeral P indicates the center line
that equally divides the length of the wet tissues 9 in the
front and back direction C. It is a matter of course that
the plurality of wet tissues 9 may be stacked in the upper
and lower direction A in manners different from those
described above.

[0035] In the embodiment described above, the wet
tissues 9, contained in the dispensing container 10 may
be made of a fibrous nonwoven fabric and may be per-
forated along the lateral direction B. Such a fibrous non-
woven fabric web partially comes into contact with the
second opening part 24b when passing through the dis-
pensing opening 24, so thatone wet tissue 9 is separated
from the fibrous nonwoven fabric web. Thus, the next wet
tissue 9 may be prevented from being continuously taken
out.

[0036] In the embodiment described above, the dis-
pensing container 10 including the supporting surface 18
having the opening 25 and the dispensing structure 17
having the dispensing opening 24 is described as an ex-
ample. Alternatively, the supporting surface 18 and the
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dispensing structure 17 may be integrally formed with
the opening 25 not formed and only the dispensing open-
ing 24 may be formed.

[0037] The embodiments of the present invention ac-
cording to the present disclosure described above may
be arranged as follows.

[0038] A dispensing container has a longitudinal direc-
tion and a lateral direction defined, and includes a con-
tainer main body configured to contain stacked sheet ma-
terials, a dispensing structure positioned in a top wall of
the container main body, the dispensing structure having
a dispensing opening through which the stacked sheet
materials may be taken out in a pop-up style, and an
upper lid with which the dispensing opening may be air-
tightly closed, the upper lid having a proximal edge and
a distal edge, the upper lid being pivotally mounted to
the container main body adjacently to the proximal edge
via a hinge. The dispensing opening is formed of a first
opening part and a second opening part, the first opening
partbeing positioned adjacently to the proximal edge and
expanding in the longitudinal direction and the lateral di-
rection, the second opening part continuing from an ap-
proximately center part of the first opening part in the
lateral direction and extending toward the distal edge,
the first opening part having a length atleastin the lateral
direction longer than a length of the second opening part
in the lateral direction.

[0039] The present disclosure described above may
atleastinclude the embodiments described below, which
may be taken in isolation or in combination with one an-
other.

(1) The first opening part has a convex shape, and
the second opening part has a generally slot shape
with a cervix curved from both sides of the first open-
ing part.

(2) The dispensing structure includes an elastic flap
and a rigid inner lid, the elastic flap surrounding and
defining the dispensing opening, the rigid inner lid
surrounding the flap.

(3) A rigid flange is integrally formed with an outer
circumference of the inner lid via an elastic circum-
ference wall having a packing function.

(4) The circumference wall has a top part including
an annular groove that comes into airtight contact
with an annular protruding edge positioned on an
inner surface of the upper lid.

[Reference Signs List]
[0040]

8 package

8a cover sheet

8b package opening
9 wet tissue

9a end

9b folding line
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9c intermediate part

10 dispensing container

11 container main body

12 upper lid

23 inner lid

24 dispensing opening

24a first opening part

24b  second opening part

26 flap

38 hinge

46 latch

A upper and lower direction

B lateral direction

C front and back direction (longitudinal direction)
e3 length of first opening part in lateral direction

e4 length of second opening part in lateral direction
eb length of package opening in lateral direction
Claims

1. A dispensing container having a longitudinal direc-

tion and a lateral direction, the dispensing container
comprising:

a container main body configured to contain
stacked sheet materials;

a dispensing structure positioned in a top wall
ofthe container main body, the dispensing struc-
ture having a dispensing opening through which
the stacked sheet materials are taken out in a
pop-up style; and

an upper lid with which the dispensing opening
is airtightly closed, the upper lid having a prox-
imal edge and a distal edge, the upper lid being
pivotally mounted to the container main body
adjacently to the proximal edge via a hinge,
the dispensing opening is formed of a first open-
ing part and a second opening part, the first
opening part being positioned adjacently to the
proximal edge and expanding in the longitudinal
direction and the lateral direction, the second
opening part continuing from an approximately
center part of the first opening part in the lateral
direction and extending toward the distal edge,
the first opening part having a length at least in
the lateral direction longer than a length of the
second opening part in the lateral direction.

The dispensing container according to claim 1,
wherein the first opening part has a convex shape,
and the second opening part has a generally slot
shape with a cervix curved from both sides of the
first opening part.

The dispensing container according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the dispensing structure includes an elastic
flap and a rigid inner lid, the elastic flap surrounding
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and defining the dispensing opening, the rigid inner
lid surrounding the flap.

The dispensing container according to any one of
claims 1 to 3, wherein a rigid flange is integrally
formed with an outer circumference of the inner lid
via an elastic circumference wall having a packing
function.

The dispensing container according to any one of
claims 1 to 4, wherein the circumference wall has a
top partincluding an annular groove that comes into
airtight contact with an annular protruding edge po-
sitioned on an inner surface of the upper lid.
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