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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention generally relates to a flexible (i.e.
bendable) rectangular floor covering element (e.g. a
plank or a tile) with connection profiles arranged on its
four edges.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Floor covering elements with conjugate con-
nection profiles are known in the art. Such profiles have
first been used on wood floor elements. One of their
simplest embodiments comprises a tongue profile (or
male profile) and a groove profile (or female profile).
Each floor covering element has one long edge with a
tongue profile and the opposite long edge with a groove
profile. There are layouts, wherein the each floor cover-
ing element further has one short edge with a tongue
profile and the other short edge with a groove profile.
Laying such a wood floor is typically done in the following
way. A first row of floor covering elements is installed
beginning on the left and adding new floor covering
elements on the right of the elements already in place.
To connect thenewelement, theparquet recliner puts it in
place and then taps on its right edge with a hammer to
obtain a firm engagement of the profiles on the short
edges. The next rows are laid as the first row except that
the parquet recliner also taps the floor covering element
on the long edge next to him in order to obtain a firm
engagement also on the long edges. As hammering on
the tongue profileswasmore likely to lead to damage, the
floor covering elements were arranged in the following
way: when looking at the top face of the floor covering
element and holding it such that the long edge with the
tongue profile is in the 12-o’clock position (the long edge
with the groove profile is thus in the 6 o’clock position),
then the short edge with the groove profile is in the 3-
o’clock position (on a conventional clock, not a Bolivian
clock, for instance) and the short edge with the tongue
profile is in the 9-o’clock position (on the conventional
clock). That order of the edges is comfortable for the
majority of people who are right-handed and thus prefer
to hold the hammer in the right hand. To the knowledge of
the inventors that order has never been put into question
andwas taken over on any later developed floor covering
element with connection profiles.
[0003] More recently, tongue-and-groove connection
profiles were developed that provide better protection
against separation. With so-called angling-type connec-
tors, the tongue profile is angled into the groove profile
whereupon the floor covering element with the tongue is
hinged down. During this movement, the connection
profiles deform resiliently and then snap into place.
The tongue profile is thus locked in the groove profile
such that a separation thereof requires a higher amount
of force or a specific relative movement of the profiles.

When the profiles are made of relatively hard material,
such as, e.g. wood, a click can be heard when the con-
nection profiles are securely connected. When angling-
type connectors are provided on the four edges of each
floor covering element, the new element to be laid is first
angled into the element on the left already in place. Then,
the new element is declined towards the rear and angled
into the row behind. The latter step requires that the
element(s) on the left follow the movement of the new
element. They are thus also raised at their front and
hinged down. Installing such floor covering elements
requires some coordination, which is however easily
acquired through some practice.
[0004] Nevertheless, in order to facilitate the installa-
tion of floor coverings especially to do-it-yourselfers
(DIYers), so-called angling and drop-down floor covering
elements have been developed. On such floor covering
elements, the long edgesare equippedwith a tongueand
a groove profile respectively. The new element to be laid
is angled into the elements already in place behind it. On
the left short edge, eachelement comprisesa connection
profile with an overhang that is the counterpart of the
connection profile on the right short edge, which has a
protrusion at the bottom side. The connection profiles on
theshort edgesareconfigured insuchaway that theycan
be assembled by simply dropping down the new element
to be installed from the angled position into the final
horizontal position. Some configurations even have a
latchon the right-handconnectionprofile,whichprevents
the separation of the floor covering elements on the short
edges. Notwithstanding that, compared to the double-
angling-type floor covering elements mentioned above,
the angling-and-drop-downfloor coveringelements have
the disadvantage of a weaker connection on the short
edges, which may also lead to worse durability under
strain (assessable using e.g. the castor chair test accord-
ing to European norm EN 425).
[0005] For flexible polymer-based floor covering ele-
ments the double-angling configuration is thus preferred.
[0006] Document WO 03/025307 relates to floor-
boards for installation of floors in herring-bone pattern
are formed with two opposite sides inverted relative to
each other. The invention further comprises methods for
producing and making floorings comprising such floor-
boards, as well as fitting pieces and sets of parts for such
floorings. Said document discloses a packaging accord-
ing to the preamble of claim 1 and amethod according to
the preamble of claim 8.
[0007] Document WO 2004/079130 relates to floor-
boards for mechanical joining of floors in a herringbone
pattern and in parallel rows with horizontal connecting
meanswhichon the short sides have cooperating locking
surfaces which are designed differently from the coop-
erating locking surfaces on the long sides.
[0008] Document WO 2011/077311 relates to a floor
panel for forming a floor covering, which, at least at two
opposite edges, comprises coupling parts of the type
allowing to couple two of such panels to each other by
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means of a downwardmovement of one panel in respect
to the other. These coupling parts form a first locking
system, which effects a locking in the plane of the panels
and perpendicularly to said edges, as well as form a
second locking system, which effects a locking perpen-
dicularly to the plane of the panels.

General Description

[0009] The invention relates to apackagingcomprising
a set of flexible rectangular floor covering elements, such
as, e.g., planksor tiles, in particular for the installation of a
floating floor. Each floor covering elementhas six sides: a
decorative top face and a bottom face for contacting the
underfloor, as well as four lateral faces herein referred to
as the edges of the floor covering element. The first long
edge has a first connection profile with a recess at the
bottom face and a tongue overhanging the recess. The
second long edge opposite the first long edge has a
second connection profile that is complementary (con-
jugate) to the first connection profile and that has a
protrusion at the bottom face and a groove for receiving
the tongue of the first connection profile. The first short
edge is equipped with the first connection profile and the
second short edge is equipped with the second connec-
tion profile. When looking at the floor covering element
from above the top face (i.e. when looking at the top face
in the direction opposite the outwardly pointing normal
vector of the top face), the edges of the floor covering
element are arranged in the following order in the clock-
wise direction: 1) the first long edge (with the first con-
nection profile), 2) the first short edge (with the first
connection profile), 3) the second long edge (with the
second connection profile) and 4) the second short edge
(with the second connection profile). The set of floor
covering elements (hereinafter: the first set of floor cover-
ing elements) has user information associated therewith
indicating that the set of floor covering elements is best
suited for installation from left to right by double-angling.
The user information is provided as a textual or pictorial
notice on or in the packaging of the set of floor covering
elements.Additionally, thepackaging could comprise (on
its outside or in its interior) an Internet link (in textual form
or in the formofamachine-readablecode, suchas,e.g., a
OR-code or another type of matrix barcode with or with-
out colour coding) pointing to an Internet site onwhich the
user information is available as a text, pictures (including
photosand/or pictograms), a soundfileor stream,avideo
file or stream, or any combination thereof.
[0010] It was surprisingly discovered by the inventors
that the specified arrangement of the edges greatly facil-
itates the installation of flexible rectangular floor covering
elements of the double-angling type. Indeed,with flexible
floor coveringelementshaving themirroredarrangement
theedges, the installation of a newfloor coveringelement
on the right of an already installed floor covering element
frequently led to a partial loosening of the row being
installed from the row behind. That risk could be con-

siderably reduced with floor covering elements as pro-
vided in the packaging of the invention, which had origin-
ally been produced by error. When investigating the
reasons for the unexpected increase in terms of laying
comfort, it was found that the protrusion on the bottom
side of the second short edge provided better support for
the floor covering element on the left of the element being
installed, whereby the second angling step became
much easier.
[0011] As used herein, the term "flexible" designates a
floor covering element that can be bent to a radius of
curvature of 50 cm, preferably to a radius of curvature of
25 cm, or even to a smaller radius of curvature, without
visible deterioration. It will beunderstood, however, that a
floorcoveringelementasprovided in thepackagingof the
invention is not totally soft (such as a carpet with a foam
backing) but hasa firmnessor rigidity thatmakes the floor
covering element suitable for the secure installation of a
floating floor covering by interconnecting the floor cover-
ing elements by means of the connection profiles.
[0012] The terms "long" and "short" are used herein to
distinguish between the longer and the shorter edges of
the floor covering element; they do not imply any parti-
cular lengths in absolute figures.
[0013] Preferably, the first connection profile on the
first long edge is identical to the first connection profile
on the first short edge and the second connection profile
on the second long edge is identical to the second con-
nection profile on the second short edge. Alternatively,
the first connection profile on the first long edge differs
from the first connection profile on the first short edgeand
the second connection profile on the second long edge
differs from the second connection profile on the second
short edge. In this case, both first connection profiles are
of the same type (first type) and comprise each a recess
at the bottom face and a tongue overhanging the recess,
the shapes and/or the dimensions thereof being different
in the detail, however. Similarly, both second connection
profiles are of the same type (second type) and comprise
each a protrusion at the bottom face and a groove, the
shapesand/or thedimensions thereof beingchosensuch
as to be able to mate with the respective first connection
profile.
[0014] The floor covering element is preferably a syn-
thetic (polymer-based) floor covering element, more pre-
ferably a vinyl tile, such as, e.g. a vinyl composition tile, a
solid vinyl tile or a luxury vinyl tile. A polymer-based floor
covering element may be PVC-based or PVC-free.
[0015] Preferably, the decorative top face comprises a
decorative pattern representing a wood flooring, a bam-
boo flooring, a stone flooring, a ceramic flooring or a cork
flooring. Any other decorative pattern, e.g. a photograph,
a drawing or an abstract design, could of course also be
used on the top face.
[0016] According to a preferred embodiment, the
height of the floor covering element is comprised in the
range from 3 to 7 mm, preferably in the range from 3 to 5
mm.
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[0017] The first and second connection profiles are
preferably configured for interlocking floor covering ele-
ments to be assembled by angling the first connection
profile into the second connection profile and then bring-
ing the floor covering elements to be assembled into
alignment. The first and second connection profiles are
preferably configured in such a way as to deform resi-
liently and to snap into place when the floor covering
elements to be assembled are brought into alignment.
[0018] Another aspect of the invention relates to a
method of laying a floor covering using the floor covering
elements. The method comprises laying the floor cover-
ing elements row by row, each row being laid from left to
right and each new row being laid in front of the rows
already laid, wherein each element to be laid that has
botha left-handneighbour anda rear rowalready in place
is first angledwith its second short edge into the first short
edge of the left-hand neighbour and then angled with its
first longedge into the second longedgeof theelement or
elements of the rear row.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0019] By way of example, preferred, non-limiting em-
bodiments of the invention will now be described in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1: is a top view of a floor covering made with
flooring tiles in accordance with the invention;

Fig. 2: is a transversal cross-sectional view of first
and second connection profiles;

Fig. 3: is a transversal cross-sectional view illustrat-
ing how the second short edge of a flooring tile to be
installed is connected with the right short edge of a
flooring tile on the left already in place;

Fig. 4: is a schematic perspective view of a packa-
ging of flooring tiles best suited for installation from
left to right;

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments of
the Invention

[0020] Fig. 1 is a schematic top view of a part of a floor
covering 10 made with flexible flooring tiles 12. The
flooring tiles 12 are of the double-angling type. Each
flooring tile 12 has six sides: a decorative top face 14,
a bottom face 16 (seeFig. 2) for contacting the underfloor
22 (see Fig. 2), two long edges 18a, 18b and two short
edges 20a, 20b. The long edges comprise a first long
edge 18a equipped with a first connection profile and a
second long edge 18b opposite the first long edge 18a
and equipped with a second connection profile that is
complementary (conjugate) to thefirst connectionprofile.
Theshort edgescompriseafirst short edge20aequipped
with the first connection profile and a second short edge

equipped with the second connection profile.
[0021] Fig. 2. Shows the first and second connection
profiles in cross section. The first connection profile,
hereinafter referred to as themale profileM, has a recess
24at thebottom face16of theflooring tile anda tongue26
overhanging the recess 24. The second connection pro-
file, hereinafter referred to as the female profile F, has a
protrusion 28 at the bottom face 16 of the flooring tile and
a groove 30 for receiving the tongue 26 of themale profile
M. The shapes of the connecting profiles are conjugate to
each other meaning that they can be brought into en-
gagement. It should be noted, however, that the contour
linesof themaleand femaleprofiles in cross sectionneed
not be completely identical. In the illustratedexample, the
male and female profiles can be brought into interlocking
engagement.When the tongue 26 of themale profileM is
inserted into the groove 30 of the female profile F, a small
temporary deformation one or both of the profiles is
necessary for the tongue 26 to reach its final position
in the groove 30. When the tongue has been completely
inserted, there is no or almost no residual deformation.
However, the abutments 32 and 34 on the tongue 26 and
the protrusion 28, respectively, secure the tongue 26
against slipping out of the groove 30 without application
of significant force or carrying out the reversemovement.
[0022] When looking at the floor coveringelement from
above the top face (as in Fig. 1), the order of the edges in
the clockwise direction is: 1) the first long edge 18a (with
themaleprofile - at the12-o’clockposition inFig. 1), 2) the
first short edge20a (with themale profile - at the 3-o’clock
position in Fig. 1), 3) the second long edge 18b (with the
female profile - at the 6-o’clock position in Fig. 1) and 4)
the second short edge (with the female profile - at the 9-
o’clock position in Fig. 1). The advantage of that arrange-
ment of the connection profiles can be experiencedwhen
laying the floor covering. A floor is typically laid by first
laying the rearmost row of flooring times from the left to
the right and then installing the next row. Except for the
first row and the leftmost tile in each row, a new flooring
tile is always added in front and to the right of the tiles
already in place.
[0023] The male and female connectors shown in Fig.
2 are so-called angling-type connectors: when a new
flooring tile is installed, the user holds it in the orientation
described above and shown in Fig. 1. The user then
angles the edge on the left of the new flooring tile under
the overhanging tongue of the flooring tile on the left
already in place (see Fig. 3).When the tongue has there-
by entered the groove, the new flooring tile is hinged
down. During this movement, the connection profiles
deform resiliently and then snap into place. Depending
on the stiffness of the polymer material of the flooring tile
(and thus the connection profiles) a clicking noisemay or
may not be heard by the user. The male and female
profiles are now interlocked with each other such that
their separation would require a high amount of force
(potentially leading to damage on the flooring tiles) or the
reverse movement of the profiles. The next step is the
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connection of the new flooring tile with the tile or the tiles
in the row behind. The user typically holds the new floor-
ing tile with both hands. The left hand supports the new
tile at the corner of the second long edge 18b and the
second short edge 20b while the right hand supports it at
the corner of the second long edge 18b and the first short
edge 20a. The new tile and the tile to its left are already
connected with each other. The user now raises the
second long edge 18b of the new tile, giving the new tile
adecline towards the rowbehind. The tile to the left has to
follow that decline because of its engagement with the
new tile. At this point, a conventional flexible double-
angling flooring tile would be likely to disengage from
the row behind and the user would have to be quite
careful to avoid that. With flooring tiles according to the
first aspect of the invention, the risk of the already in-
stalled tiles to the left disengaging from the row behind is
significantly reduced. Keeping the tile to be installed
inclined, the user pushes it with the male profile of the
first long edge 18a into the female profile of the second
long edge of the tile(s) behind it. When the connection
profiles are in contact, the user lowers the second long
edge 18b of the new tile on the underfloor. By that rota-
tional motion of the new tile, themale and female profiles
become interconnected along the long edge.
[0024] Fig. 4showsanexampleof apackaging36aof a
set of flooring tiles according to the first aspect of the
invention. The packaging 36a comprises several indica-
tions that the flooring tiles are most suitable for installa-
tion by right-handed persons, in particular a matrix bar-
code 38a, a pictogram representing a right hand 40a and
a textual notice 42a.
[0025] It will be understood that flooring tiles according
to the invention are most suitable for installation from left
to right, irrespectively of the handedness of the person
installing them.
[0026] The particular arrangements disclosed are
meant to be illustrative only and not limiting as to the
scope of the invention, which is defined by the appended
claims.

Claims

1. A packaging comprising a set of flexible rectangular
floor covering elements, such as e.g. planks or tiles,
each floor covering element having a decorative top
face and a bottom face for contacting an underfloor,
each of the floor covering elements being of double-
angling type and having

a first long edge with a first connection profile,
the first connection profile having a recess at
said bottom face and a tongue overhanging said
recess,
a second long edge with a second connection
profile that is complementary to the first connec-
tionprofile, thesecondconnectionprofilehaving

a protrusion at said bottom face and a groove for
receiving the tongue of the first profile,
a first short edge with said first connection pro-
file; and
a second short edge with said second connec-
tion profile;
wherein, when looking at the floor covering ele-
ment from above the top face, the edges are
arranged in the following order in the clockwise
direction: 1) the first long edge, 2) the first short
edge, 3) thesecond longedgeand4) thesecond
short edge;
characterised in that the packaging has user
information associated therewith indicating that
the set of floor covering elements is best suited
for installation from left to right by double-an-
gling, when looking at the floor covering element
from above the top face in the direction of in-
stallationof the floor coveringelements, theuser
information being a textual or pictorial notice on
or in the packaging.

2. The packaging as claimed in claim 1, wherein each
floor covering element is a synthetic, e.g. polymer-
based, floor covering element.

3. Thepackagingasclaimed in claim1or2,wherein the
decorative top face comprises a decorative pattern
representing a wood flooring, a bamboo flooring, a
stone flooring, a ceramic flooring or a cork flooring.

4. Thepackaging as claimed in any oneof claims1 to 3,
each floor covering element being a vinyl tile or
plank, preferably a vinyl composition tile, a solid vinyl
tile or a luxury vinyl tile.

5. Thepackaging as claimed in any oneof claims1 to 4,
wherein each floor covering element has a height
comprised in the range from 3 to 7 mm, preferably in
the range from 3 to 5 mm.

6. Thepackaging as claimed in any oneof claims1 to 5,
wherein the first and second connection profiles are
configured for interlocking floor covering elements to
be assembled by angling the first connection profile
into the second connection profile and then bringing
the floor covering elements to be assembled into
alignment.

7. Thepackagingasclaimed inclaim6,wherein thefirst
and second connection profiles are configured in
such a way as to deform resiliently and to snap into
place when the floor covering elements to be as-
sembled are brought into alignment.

8. A method of laying a floor covering using a set of
flexible rectangular floor covering elements, such
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as e.g. planks or tiles, each floor covering ele-
ment having a decorative top face and a bottom
face for contacting an underfloor, each of the
floor covering elements being of double-angling
type and having
a first long edge with a first connection profile,
the first connection profile having a recess at
said bottom face and a tongue overhanging said
recess,
a second long edge with a second connection
profile that is complementary to the first connec-
tionprofile, thesecondconnectionprofilehaving
a protrusion at said bottom face and a groove for
receiving the tongue of the first profile,
a first short edge with said first connection pro-
file; and
a second short edge with said second connec-
tion profile;
wherein, when looking at the floor covering ele-
ment from above the top face, the edges are
arranged in the following order in the clockwise
direction: 1) the first long edge, 2) the first short
edge, 3) thesecond longedgeand4) thesecond
short edge;
characterised in that the method comprises
laying the floor covering elements row by row,
each row being laid from left to right and each
new row being laid in front of the rows already
laid, wherein each element to be laid having a
left-hand neighbour and a rear row already in
place is first angled with its second short edge
into the first short edge of the left-hand neigh-
bour and then angled with its first long edge into
thesecond longedgeof theelementor elements
of the rear row.

Patentansprüche

1. Verpackung, umfassend einen Satz flexibler rechte-
ckiger Fußbodenbelagelemente wie z. B. Bretter
oder Fliesen, wobei jedes Fußbodenbelagelement
einer verzierte obere Fläche und eine untere Fläche
zum Kontaktieren eines Unterbodens hat, wobei
jedes der Fußbodenbelagelemente der doppelt ge-
kröpften Art ist und Folgendes aufweist:

einen ersten langen Randmit einem ersten Ver-
bindungsprofil, wobei das erste Verbindungs-
profil eine Aussparung an der unteren Fläche
und eine über der Aussparung hängende Feder
hat,
einen zweiten langen Rand mit einem zweiten
Verbindungsprofil, das zu dem ersten Verbin-
dungsprofil komplementär ist, wobei das zweite
Verbindungsprofil einen Vorsprung an der unte-
ren Fläche und eine Nut zur Aufnahme der Fe-
der des ersten Profils hat,

einen ersten kurzen Rand mit dem ersten Ver-
bindungsprofil und
einen zweiten kurzen Rand mit dem zweiten
Verbindungsprofil,
wobei mit Blick auf das Fußbodenbelagelement
von oberhalb der oberen Fläche die Ränder in
der folgendenReihenfolge imUhrzeigersinn an-
geordnet sind: 1) der erste lange Rand, 2) der
erste kurze Rand, 3) der zweite lange Rand und
4) der zweite kurze Rand,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Verpa-
ckung dieser zugeordnete Benutzerinformatio-
nen hat, aus denen hervorgeht, dass der Satz
Fußbodenbelagelemente, wenn man von ober-
halb der oberen Fläche in der Installierungsrich-
tung der Fußbodenbelagelemente auf das Fuß-
bodenbelagelement blickt, ambesten zur Instal-
lierung von links nach rechts durch zweimaliges
Abwinkeln geeignet ist, wobei es sich bei den
Benutzerinformationen um einen Text- oder
Bildvermerkauf oder inderVerpackunghandelt.

2. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1, wobei jedes Fußbo-
denbelagelement ein synthetisches Fußbodenbe-
lagelement, z. B. eine Fußbodenbelagelement auf
Polymerbasis, ist.

3. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die
verzierte obere Fläche ein Ziermuster umfasst,
das einen Fußbodenbelag aus Holz, einen Fußbo-
denbelag aus Bambus, einen Fußbodenbelag aus
Stein, einen Fußbodenbelag aus Keramik oder ei-
nen Fußbodenbelag aus Kork darstellt.

4. Verpackung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei jedesFußbodenbelagelementeineVinylfliese
oder ein Vinylbrett, vorzugsweise eine Vinylkompo-
sitfliese, eine massive Vinylfliese oder eine Luxury-
Vinylfliese ist.

5. Verpackung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4,
wobei jedes Fußbodenbelagelement eine Höhe im
Bereich von 3 bis 7 mm, vorzugsweise im Bereich
von 3 bis 5 mm, hat.

6. Verpackung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5,
wobei das erste und das zweite Verbindungsprofil
zur Verriegelung von anzuordnenden Fußbodenbe-
lagelementen durch Abwinkeln des ersten Verbin-
dungsprofils in das zweite Verbindungsprofil und
anschließendes Ausrichten der anzuordnenden
Fußbodenbelagelemente aufeinander ausgestaltet
sind.

7. Verpackung nach Anspruch 6, wobei das erste und
das zweite Verbindungsprofil so ausgestaltet sind,
dass sie sich federnd verformen und an Ort und
Stelleeinschnappen,wenndieanzuordnendenFuß-
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bodenbelagelemente aufeinander ausgerichtet wer-
den.

8. Verfahren zumVerlegen eines Fußbodenbelags un-
ter Verwendung eines Satzes flexibler rechteckiger
Fußbodenbelagelemente wie z. B. Bretter oder Flie-
sen, wobei jedes Fußbodenbelagelement einer ver-
zierte obere Fläche und eine untere Fläche zum
Kontaktieren eines Unterbodens hat, wobei jedes
der Fußbodenbelagelemente der doppelt gekröpf-
ten Art ist und Folgendes aufweist:

einen ersten langen Randmit einem ersten Ver-
bindungsprofil, wobei das erste Verbindungs-
profil eine Aussparung an der unteren Fläche
und eine über der Aussparung hängende Feder
hat,
einen zweiten langen Rand mit einem zweiten
Verbindungsprofil, das zu dem ersten Verbin-
dungsprofil komplementär ist, wobei das zweite
Verbindungsprofil einen Vorsprung an der unte-
ren Fläche und eine Nut zur Aufnahme der Fe-
der des ersten Profils hat,
einen ersten kurzen Rand mit dem ersten Ver-
bindungsprofil und
einen zweiten kurzen Rand mit dem zweiten
Verbindungsprofil,
wobei mit Blick auf das Fußbodenbelagelement
von oberhalb der oberen Fläche die Ränder in
der folgendenReihenfolge imUhrzeigersinn an-
geordnet sind: 1) der erste lange Rand, 2) der
erste kurze Rand, 3) der zweite lange Rand und
4) der zweite kurze Rand,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dassdasVerfahren
das reihenweise Verlegen der Fußbodenbela-
gelemente umfasst, wobei jede Reihe von links
nach rechts verlegt wird und jede neue Reihe
vor den bereits verlegten Reihen verlegt wird,
wobei jedes zu verlegende Element mit einem
linken Nachbar und einer bereits verlegten hint-
erenReihe zunächstmit seinem zweiten kurzen
Rand in den ersten kurzen Rand des linken
Nachbars abgewinkelt wird und dann mit sei-
nem ersten langen Rand in den zweiten langen
Rand des Elements oder der Elemente der hint-
eren Reihe abgewinkelt wird.

Revendications

1. Emballage contenant un ensemble d’éléments de
revêtement de sol rectangulaires flexibles, tels que
des planches ou des dalles par ex., chaque élément
de revêtement de sol comportant une face supéri-
eure décorative et une face inférieure destinée àêtre
en contact avec un sol sous-jacent, chacun des
éléments de revêtement de sol étant du type à
accouplement angulaire double et comportant

un premier bord long présentant un premier
profil de raccordement, le premier profil de rac-
cordement comportant un renfoncement au ni-
veau de ladite face inférieure et une languette
surplombant ledit renfoncement,
un second bord long présentant un second profil
de raccordement qui est complémentaire du
premier profil de raccordement, le second profil
de raccordement comportant une saillie au ni-
veau de ladite face inférieure et une rainure
destinée à recevoir la languette du premier pro-
fil,
un premier bord court présentant ledit premier
profil de raccordement ; et
un second bord court présentant ledit second
profil de raccordement ;
les bords, en regardant depuis le dessus la face
supérieure de l’élément de revêtement de sol,
étant agencés dans l’ordre suivant dans le sens
horaire : 1) le premier bord long, 2) le premier
bord court, 3) le secondbord long et 4) le second
bord court ;
caractérisé en ce que des informations desti-
néesà l’utilisateur sont associéesà l’emballage,
celles-ci indiquant que le mode d’installation le
plus adéquat pour l’ensemble d’éléments de
revêtement de sol est de gauche à droite avec
accouplement angulaire double, en regardant
depuis le dessus la face supérieure de l’élément
de revêtement de sol dans la direction d’instal-
lation des éléments de revêtement de sol, les
informations destinées à l’utilisateur étant une
notice textuelle ou en images sur ou dans l’em-
ballage.

2. Emballage selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
chaqueélémentde revêtementdesol est unélément
de revêtement de sol synthétique, par ex. à base de
polymère.

3. Emballage selon la revendication 1ou 2, dans lequel
la face supérieure décorative comprend un motif
décoratif représentant un revêtement de sol en bois,
un revêtement de sol en bambou, un revêtement de
sol en pierre, un revêtement de sol en céramique ou
un revêtement de sol en liège.

4. Emballage selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 à 3, dans lequel chaque élément de revête-
ment de sol est une dalle ou une planche en vinyle,
de préférence une dalle en vinyle composite, une
dalle en vinyle solide ou une dalle en vinyle de luxe.

5. Emballage selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 à 4, dans lequel chaque élément de revête-
ment de sol présente une hauteur comprise entre 3
et 7 mm, de préférence entre 3 et 5 mm.
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6. Emballage selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 1 à 5, dans lequel les premier et second profils
de raccordement sont conçus pour la solidarisation
d’éléments de revêtement de sol à assembler par
accouplement angulaire en introduisant le premier
profil de raccordement dans le second profil de
raccordement, puis alignement des éléments de
revêtement de sol à assembler.

7. Emballage selon la revendication 6, dans lequel les
premier et second profils de raccordement sont
conçus de telle sorte qu’ils se déforment élastique-
ment et s’emboîtent élastiquement lorsque les élé-
ments de revêtement de sol à assembler sont ali-
gnés.

8. Procédé de pose d’un revêtement de sol en em-
ployant un ensemble d’éléments de revêtement de
sol rectangulaires flexibles, tels quedes planchesou
desdallespar ex., chaqueélémentde revêtementde
sol comportant une face supérieure décorative et
une face inférieure destinée à être en contact avec
un sol sous-jacent, chacun des éléments de revête-
ment de sol étant du type à accouplement angulaire
double et comportant

un premier bord long présentant un premier
profil de raccordement, le premier profil de rac-
cordement comportant un renfoncement au ni-
veau de ladite face inférieure et une languette
surplombant ledit renfoncement,
un second bord long présentant un second profil
de raccordement qui est complémentaire du
premier profil de raccordement, le second profil
de raccordement comportant une saillie au ni-
veau de ladite face inférieure et une rainure
destinée à recevoir la languette du premier pro-
fil,
un premier bord court présentant ledit premier
profil de raccordement ; et
un second bord court présentant ledit second
profil de raccordement ;
les bords, en regardant depuis le dessus la face
supérieure de l’élément de revêtement de sol,
étant agencés dans l’ordre suivant dans le sens
horaire : 1) le premier bord long, 2) le premier
bord court, 3) le secondbord long et 4) le second
bord court ;
caractérisé en ce que le procédé comprend la
pose des éléments de revêtement de sol par
rangées, chaque rangéeétant posée de gauche
à droite et chaque nouvelle rangée étant posée
devant les rangées déjà posées et, pour chaque
élément à poser, ayant un élément voisin à
gauche et une rangée arrière déjà en place,
son second bord court étant d’abord accouplé
angulairement en l’introduisant dans le premier
bordcourt de l’élément voisinàgauche, puis son

premier bord longétant accouplé angulairement
en l’introduisant dans le second bord long de
l’élément ou des éléments de la rangée arrière.
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