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(54) CHILDEN’S PLAY GYMS

(57) A play gym generally comprising a support bar
assembly, a pad or mat, and at least one ancillary toy
component. The support bar assembly is formed from a
plurality of toy bars. The toy bars can be formed from a
natural material such a wood or biopolymers. The toy
bars can be pivotally attached at a hub that can include

a locking mechanism. The ancillary toy components are
configured to releasably attach to the toy bars of the sup-
port bar assembly. In example embodiments, the play
mat is configured to be releasably coupled to the support
bar assembly.
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Description

Cross-Reference to Related Application

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Pro-
visional Patent Application Serial No. 62/394,817 filed
September 15, 2016, the entirety of which is hereby in-
corporated herein by reference for all purposes.

Technical Field

[0002] The present invention relates generally to the
field of children’s accessories, and more particularly to a
play gym having a plurality of toy bars.

Background

[0003] Children’s play mats or play gyms are used to
provide a designated space for infants and other small
children to play. Play gyms may be used independently,
or in some instances may be used in connection with
children’s play yards, entertainers, or other types of child
containment or child entertainment devices. Previously
known play gyms are not foldable or are difficult to fold
into a compact space for packaging and storage.
[0004] Continuing developments and improvements
are sought in the field of children’s accessories. It is to
the provision of a children’s play gym or play mat meeting
these and other needs that the present invention is pri-
marily directed.

Summary

[0005] In example embodiments, the present invention
provides a play gym generally comprising a support bar
assembly, a pad or mat, and at least one ancillary toy
component. The support bar assembly is formed from a
plurality of toy bars. The toy bars can be formed from a
natural material such a wood or biopolymers. The toy
bars can be pivotally attached at a hub that can include
a locking mechanism. The ancillary toy components are
configured to releasably attach to the toy bars of the sup-
port bar assembly. In example embodiments, the play
mat is configured to be releasably coupled to the support
bar assembly.
[0006] In one aspect, the present invention relates to
a children’s play gym comprising a support bar assembly
comprising at least one toy bar and at least one toy com-
ponent configured to releasably attach to the at least one
toy bar. The support bar assembly is self supporting - at
least a portion of the at least one toy bar is supported
above a support surface. The toy bar is formed from a
natural material.
[0007] In another aspect, the invention relates to a chil-
dren’s play gym comprising a support bar assembly and
at least one toy component. The support bar assembly
comprises a plurality of toy bars having a first end resting
on a support surface and a second end supported above

the support surface. In a use position the support bar
assembly is self supporting and in a storage position the
widths of the toy bars are aligned. The at least one toy
component is configured to releasably attach to at least
one toy bar.
[0008] In still another aspect, the invention relates to
a children’s play gym comprising a play mat, a support
bar assembly, and at least one toy component. The play
mat rests on a support surface and defines a play area
for receiving a child thereon. The support bar assembly
comprises a plurality of toy bars, wherein in a use position
the support bar assembly is self supporting and wherein
in a storage position the widths of the toy bars are aligned.
The at least one toy component is configured to be re-
leasably attached to at least one toy bar.
[0009] These and other aspects, features and advan-
tages of the invention will be understood with reference
to the drawing figures and detailed description herein,
and will be realized by means of the various elements
and combinations particularly pointed out in the append-
ed claims. It is to be understood that both the foregoing
general description and the following brief description of
the drawings and detailed description of example em-
bodiments are explanatory of example embodiments of
the invention, and are not restrictive of the invention, as
claimed.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0010]

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a children’s play
gym and ancillary toy components, with the toy com-
ponents detached from the toy bars, according to an
example embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 2 is another perspective view of the children’s
play gym and ancillary toy components of Figure 1,
with the toy components attached.

Figure 3A is a perspective view of the support bar
assembly of the children’s play gym of Figure 1, in
a first use position.

Figure 3B is a detailed view of the pivot hub portion
of the support bar assembly of Figure 3A.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the support bar as-
sembly of Figure 3A in a second use position.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the support bar as-
sembly of Figure 3A in a storage position.

Figures 6A-C show cross-sectional views of the hub
of the support bar assembly of Figure 3A, according
to an example embodiment of the invention.

Figure 7 is a detailed view of the coupling between

1 2 



EP 3 323 482 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a play mat and the toy bar of the children’s play gym
of Figure 1, according to an example embodiment
of the invention.

Figure 8 is a detailed view of the coupling between
the play mat and the toy bar of Figure 7.

Figures 9A-C are detailed views of an attachment
portion of an ancillary toy component of the children’s
play gym of Figure 1, shown in an uncoupled con-
figuration, according to an example embodiment of
the invention.

Figure 10 is a detailed view of the attachment portion
of the ancillary toy component of Figure 9 in a cou-
pled configuration.

Figures 11A-B are detailed views showing attach-
ment of an ancillary toy component to the toy bar of
the children’s play gym of Figure 1, according to an
example embodiment of the invention.

Figure 12 is a detailed view of an ancillary toy com-
ponent and toy bars of Figure 11, with the toy bars
in a folded position.

Figure 13 is a perspective view of an ancillary toy
component according to an example embodiment of
the invention.

Figure 14 is a detailed view of a toy bar with the
ancillary toy component of Figure 13 attached there-
to.

Detailed Description of Example Embodiments

[0011] The present invention may be understood more
readily by reference to the following detailed description
of example embodiments taken in connection with the
accompanying drawing figures, which form a part of this
disclosure. It is to be understood that this invention is not
limited to the specific devices, methods, conditions or
parameters described and/or shown herein, and that the
terminology used herein is for the purpose of describing
particular embodiments by way of example only and is
not intended to be limiting of the claimed invention. Any
and all patents and other publications identified in this
specification are incorporated by reference as though ful-
ly set forth herein.
[0012] Also, as used in the specification including the
appended claims, the singular forms "a," "an," and "the"
include the plural, and reference to a particular numerical
value includes at least that particular value, unless the
context clearly dictates otherwise. Ranges may be ex-
pressed herein as from "about" or "approximately" one
particular value and/or to "about" or "approximately" an-
other particular value. When such a range is expressed,
another embodiment includes from the one particular val-

ue and/or to the other particular value. Similarly, when
values are expressed as approximations, by use of the
antecedent "about," it will be understood that the partic-
ular value forms another embodiment.
[0013] With reference now to the drawing figures,
wherein like reference numbers represent corresponding
parts throughout the several views, Figures 1-12 show a
play gym 10 according to an example embodiment of the
present invention. The play gym 10 generally comprises
a support bar assembly 20, a pad or mat 60, and at least
one ancillary toy component 70, as shown in Figure 1.
The support bar assembly 20 is formed from a plurality
of toy bars 22. The ancillary toy components 70 are con-
figured to releasably attach to the toy bars 22 of support
bar assembly 20, as shown in Figure 2. In example em-
bodiments, the play mat 60 is configured to be releasably
coupled to the support bar assembly 20.
[0014] The support bar assembly 20 is configured to
rest on a support surface, like the floor, such that a portion
of the support bar assembly is supported over the support
surface. The support bar assembly 20 of the depicted
embodiment, shown in detail in Figures 3-6, comprises
a plurality of toy bars 22 and a pivot hub 40. The toy bars
22 are formed from a curved bar having a flat top surface
23 and a flat bottom surface 25. In example embodi-
ments, the toy bars 22 have a smoothly and continuously
curved radial or arcuate curvature, for example spanning
a generally circular segment or sector, for example ex-
tending along a curve spanning a quadrant, or about 90°
(i.e., about one-fourth of a circle) whereby two of the bars
extended fully away from one another form a semi-circu-
lar 180°. In other embodiments, the curve of the toy bar
is larger or smaller. The toy bars 22 can have a thickness
of between about 1 /8 of an inch and about 1/2 of an inch.
In preferred embodiments, the toy bars 22 have a thick-
ness of between about 1/4 of an inch to 3/8 of an inch.
In other embodiments, the toy bars 22 can be thicker or
thinner. The toy bars 22 can have a width of between
about 1/2 of an inch and about 4 inches. In preferred
embodiments, the toy bars 22 have a width of between
about 1 inch and about 3 inches. In other embodiments
the toy bars can be thicker or thinner. The width of the
toy bars 22 is preferably greater than the thickness to
allow the support bar assembly 20 to be self supporting
in at least some configurations. In example embodi-
ments, the width of the toy bar 22 is between about three
and about seven times greater than the thickness. In pre-
ferred embodiments, the width of the toy bar 22 is be-
tween about five and six times greater than the thickness.
In other embodiments, the ratio of width to thickness of
the toy bar 22 is larger or smaller. The proximal end of
each toy bar 22 is pivotally coupled to the proximal ends
of one or more additional toy bars by the pivot hub 40,
and the distal or free ends of each toy bar is configured
to rest on a support surface. In the use position or ex-
panded configuration of the support bar assembly 20,
the proximal ends of the toy bars 22 are supported at a
vertex or peak elevated above the support surface, the
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distal ends of the toy bars are positioned on the support
surface defining a periphery of a play surface area under
the support bar assembly, and medial portions of the toy
bars arch upwardly from the support surface to the vertex
and surround a three-dimensional play space defined un-
der the support bar assembly.
[0015] The support bar assembly 20 is configured to
be self-supporting in at least some configurations, such
that it can be used independent of the play mat 60. In the
depicted embodiment, three toy bars 22 are pivotally cou-
pled to one another by the pivot hub 40, as shown in
Figure 3B. The pivot hub 40 is configured to extend
through the proximal end of each toy bar 20 such that
the connected ends of the toy bars are stacked on top of
one another. In an example use position or expanded
configuration of the support bar assembly 20, the toy bars
22 are positioned such that the distal ends of toy bars
are equal distance apart, as shown in Figure 3A. In this
configuration, each toy bar 22 is positioned at a 120°
angle relative to the other toy bars 22, defining a generally
circular or triangular play area. In other use positions, the
toy bars 22 can be positioned in alternative configura-
tions. For example, the toy bars 22 can form a T-shape
where two of the toy bars form an arcuate or semi-circular
arch, as shown in Figure 4. In the depicted embodiment,
the toy bars 22 of the support bar assembly 20 can be
used in any position where the proximal ends are sup-
ported above the support surface. The support bar as-
sembly 20 can also be folded to a storage configuration,
as shown in Figure 5. In the folded configuration, the toy
bars 22 have generally matching curvatures, and are
folded or pivoted such that the toy bars are aligned and
stacked or nested on top of one another. In other words,
the widthwise dimension of each toy bar 22 is aligned
with the widthwise dimension of the other toy bars. The
storage position is convenient for shipping and storage.
In example embodiments, the support bar assembly 20
can be moved between a storage position and one use
position. In other embodiments, the support bar assem-
bly can be moved between a storage position and a plu-
rality of use positions.
[0016] In alternative embodiments, the support bar as-
sembly 20 comprises a single semi-circular bar, a para-
bolic arch, or an assembly of linear or curved segments.
In other embodiments, the support bar assembly includes
two toy bars 22. For example, a first toy bar that is an
arcuate or semi-circular bar with two ends each config-
ured to rest on a support surface and a second curved
toy bar pivotally attached to the first toy bar. In other em-
bodiments, the support bar assembly 20 includes four or
more toy bars 22. The support bar assembly 20 is pref-
erably formed from a substantially rigid or semirigid ma-
terial to provide self supporting structure. In example em-
bodiments, the toy bars 22 are formed from an organic
or natural material, for example a wood material. Exam-
ples of suitable wood materials include beach, ash, ply-
wood, and bamboo. The toy bars 22 can be formed from
a composite of multiple wood materials or can be formed

from wood laminate boards. In example embodiments,
the toy bars 22 comprise continuously curved arcuate
panels entirely consisting of wood, or consisting essen-
tially of wood, for example formed by steam bending,
mold formed laminate or formed plywood, pressure form-
ing, or other fabrication methods. The toy bars 22 can
also be formed from a plastic material or a biopolymer.
Example biopolymers include rice-based or corn-based
plastics. The toy bars 22 can also be formed from a com-
bination of wood and plastic materials, for example a lam-
inate structure having wood veneer exterior layers.. In
example embodiments at least 80% of the support bar
assembly 20 of the play gym 10 is constructed from non-
plastic materials, for example natural or organic materials
such as wood.
[0017] In example embodiments, the pivot hub 40 in-
cludes a locking mechanism 42, shown in Figures 6A-C.
The locking mechanism 42 is configured to releasably
lock the toy bars 22 in either a use position or a storage
position. The locking mechanism 42 includes a depress-
ible button 44, a locking arm 46, and a biasing spring 48.
The bottom or base toy bar 24 includes a ring-shaped
recess 26 configured to receive the biasing spring 48 and
the locking arm 46. The top toy bar 28 includes a circular
recess 30 configured to receive the depressible button
44. The depressible button 44 is configured to engage
the top of the locking arm 34. The intermediate toy bar
32 includes a stop surface 34 configured to engage the
locking arm 46. A tab 52 of the locking arm 46 is config-
ured to fit in slots 50 in the top toy bar 28 and intermediate
toy bar 32. When in a locked position, as shown in Figure
6A, the biasing spring 48 is suspended between the bot-
tom of the recess 26 in the base toy bar 24 and the locking
arm 46. The biasing spring 48 holds the locking arm 46
in engagement against the stop surface 34 on the inter-
mediate toy bar 32 and holds the tab 52 of the locking
arm in engagement with the slots 50 in the intermediate
toy bar 32 and the top toy bar 28. The engagement be-
tween the tab 52 and slots 50 prevents the top and inter-
mediate toy bars 28, 32 from pivoting relative to the base
toy bar 24. To reposition to toy bars 22, the depressible
button 44 is depressed to push the locking arm 46 down
against the biasing spring 48, as shown in Figure 6B.
When the locking arm 46 is lowered to the point where
the tab 52 is removed from the slots 50, the top and in-
termediate toy bars 28, 32 can be pivoted relative to the
base toy bar 24. The top and intermediate toy bars 28,32
can include a plurality of slots configured to align with
one or more use positions and a storage position. When
the top and intermediate toy bars 28, 32 are pivoted to a
use or storage position, the biasing spring 48 forces the
tab 52 of the locking arm 46 through the slots 50 to lock
the toy bars 22 in the new position, as shown in Figure
6C. In alternate embodiments, the pivot hub 40 compris-
es a non-locking indexing mechanism to releasably retain
the toy bars in one or more specified positions relative
to one another but allow repositioning upon application
of a threshold manual force; or a freely repositionable
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pivotal coupling mechanism.
[0018] In the example embodiment, the play mat 60
defines a circular outer periphery or profile, as shown in
Figures 1 and 2. In alternate embodiments, the mat 60
has a tear-drop shaped, square, rectangular, polygonal,
or otherwise shaped peripheral profile. The mat 60 is
optionally padded and/or textured for comfort and aes-
thetics, for example formed of a foam or batting-filled
fabric enclosure or other soft goods material. Optionally,
surface entertainment features corresponding to the
theme of an animal or character, or another child-friendly
theme, are applied to the mat 60. The surface features
can be printed on the mat 60 or can be different material
having differing textures attached to the mat with adhe-
sive, stitching, or other attachment means. Optionally,
the mat 60 further comprises a collar or upright wall por-
tion. In example embodiments, the mat 60 has a size and
shape generally conforming to or corresponding to the
outer periphery of the play area defined beneath the sup-
port bar assembly 20 in its expanded or use configuration,
with the distal ends of the toy bars positioned on the sup-
port surface at or around the periphery of the mat at two
or more spaced locations. In alternate embodiments, the
mat may be smaller or larger than the play area defined
beneath the support bar assembly, for example being at
least partially included within or extending at least par-
tially beyond the points of contact of the distal ends of
the toy bars on the support surface.
[0019] In an example mode of use, the mat 60 is laid
out on a floor or other support surface. The mat 60 can
be used on its own or in conjunction with the support bar
assembly 20. In the depicted embodiment, the mat 60
can be detachably coupled to the support bar assembly
20, as shown in Figure 2. As shown in Figures 7 and 8,
the mat 60 includes flexible connectors 62. Each flexible
connector 62 is attached to the mat 60 at a first, proximal
end. The second, distal end of the flexible connector 62
includes a tab 64. The flexible connectors 62 are attached
to the periphery of the mat 60 in a position to align with
the distal end of the toy bars 22 of the support bar as-
sembly 20. The distal end of each toy bar 22 includes a
slot 36 configured to receive the flexible connector 62.
To attach the mat 60 to the support bar assembly 20, the
tab 64 is folded parallel with the flexible connector 62 and
push fitted through the slot 64 in the toy bar 22. The tab
64 can be folded perpendicular to the flexible connector
62 to prevent the tab from being retracted through the
slot, and hold the connector in engagement with the toy
bar 22. The mat 60 and connectors 62 can be dimen-
sioned such that attaching the mat to the support bar
assembly 20 creates tension in the toy bars to increase
stability. The tab 64 is moved to the parallel position to
remove the flexible connector 62 from the slot 36 in the
toy bar 22. In other embodiments, the mat 60 can include
loops, snaps, ties, hook-and-loop fasteners, buckles, fas-
teners, sockets, or other removable attachment means
for releasably attaching the mat to the support bar as-
sembly 20.

[0020] The one or more ancillary toy component(s) 70
can comprise a toy, rattle, mirror, mobile element, or other
device or object configured to entertain a child or infant.
The toy components 70 are configured to be suspended
or otherwise removably attached to a toy bar 22. In ex-
ample embodiments, the toy component 70 includes a
flexible connector 72 as shown in Figures 9A-C. In ex-
ample embodiments, the flexible connector 72 comprises
a flat strip 74 of fabric, webbing, or other flexible material,
with a first, proximal end attached to the toy component
70 and a second, distal end attached to a flat tab 76. In
example embodiments, the strip 74 includes a slot 78. In
a first mode of attachment, the tab 76 can be folded and
push fitted through the slot 78 to create a loop as shown
in Figure 10. In this configuration, the toy component 70
can be attached to a hook or clip on the toy bar. In other
embodiments, the flexible connector 72 includes other
fastening mechanisms, for example a button and button
hole, configured to create the loop of Figure 10. In another
mode of use, the tab 76 of the flexible connector 72 can
be folded and push fitted through the one or more holes
38 in the toy bar 22. The holes 38 extend through the
thickness of the toy bar 22. To attach the toy component
70, the tab 76 is folded and inserted through the hole 38
from the bottom surface 25 of the toy bar 22 towards the
top surface 23, as shown in Figure 11A. The tab 76 is
unfolded to rest against the top surface 23 of the toy bar
22 to hold the toy component 70 above the support sur-
face. In example embodiments, the tab 76 has a thick-
ness smaller that the gap between the stacked toy bars
22 and is configured to sit flush against the top surface
23 of the toy bar. In this mode of use, the toy bars 22 can
be folded to a storage position, stacked on top of one
another, with the toy component 70 still attached to the
toy bar, as shown in Figure 12. In example embodiments,
each toy bar 22 includes a plurality of holes 38 allowing
the toy components 70 to be attached at a variety of po-
sitions and heights relative to the support surface. The
toy components 70 can be formed from a fabric material
such as wool, cotton, or felt. The flexible connector 72
can be formed from a flexible fabric such as felt. Alter-
natively, the connector can be formed of plastic or nylon
webbing, string, cord, or other natural or synthetic fabrics
or other flexible or pliable materials.
[0021] Figures 13 and 14 show a toy component 170
according to another example embodiment of the inven-
tion. The toy component 170 includes a resilient or bend-
able rod 172. In the depicted embodiment, the rod 172
is curved and includes a plurality of rings 178 that a child
can move along the rod. Each end of the rod 172 includes
a connection hub 174 with a knob 176. Each knob 176
is configured to be inserted into a hole 38 in the toy bar
22, as shown in Figure 14. The rod 172 is bent to move
the knobs 176 toward one another to align with holes in
the toy bar 22. The rod 172 creates tension to hold the
knobs 176 in engagement with the holes 38.
[0022] While the invention has been described with ref-
erence to example embodiments, it will be understood
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by those skilled in the art that a variety of modifications,
additions and deletions are within the scope of the inven-
tion, as defined by the following claims.
[0023] For the avoidance of doubt, the present appli-
cation extends to the subject-matter described in the fol-
lowing numbered clauses:

1. A children’s play gym comprising:

a support bar assembly comprising at least one
toy bar;

at least one toy component configured to releas-
ably attach to the at least one toy bar;

wherein the support bar assembly is self sup-
porting with an elevated portion of the support
bar assembly supported above a support sur-
face; and

wherein the at least one toy bar comprises a
natural material.

2. The children’s play gym of Clause 1, further com-
prising a play mat for resting on the support surface
at least partially beneath the elevated portion of the
support bar assembly, and defining a play area for
receiving a child thereon.

3. The children’s play gym of Clause 2, wherein the
play mat is releasably attached to the support bar
assembly.

4. The children’s play gym of any preceding Clause,
wherein the natural material comprising the at least
one toy bar is wood.

5. The children’s play gym of Clause 4, wherein the
wood is selected from at least one of beach wood,
ash wood, plywood, bamboo, and combinations
thereof.

6. The children’s play gym of any preceding Clause,
wherein the at least one toy bar is formed from a
biopolymer.

7. The children’s play gym of Clause 6, wherein the
at least one toy bar comprises a rice-based plastic
or a corn-based plastic.

8. The children’s play gym of any preceding Clause,
wherein the at least one toy component comprises
a strip and a tab, wherein the tab is configured to fit
though a hole in the at least one toy bar.

9. A children’s play gym comprising:

a support bar assembly comprising a plurality of

toy bars having a first end resting on a support
surface and a second end supported above the
support surface; wherein in a use position the
support bar assembly is self supporting and
wherein in a storage position the widths of the
toy bars are aligned; and

at least one toy component configured to releas-
ably attach to at least one toy bar.

10. The children’s play gym of Clause 9, further com-
prising a play mat for resting on a support surface,
and defining a play area for receiving a child thereon.

11. The children’s play gym of Clause 10, wherein
the first ends of the toy bars are releasably attached
to the outer periphery of the play mat.

12. The children’s play gym of Clause 11, wherein
the play mat includes a plurality of attachment de-
vices positioned on the outer periphery of the play
mat.

13. The children’s play gym of Clause 12, wherein
the plurality of attachment devices are configured to
engage a slot on the first end of each toy bar.

14. The children’s play gym of any of Clauses 9-13,
wherein the second end of a first toy bar is pivotally
attached to second end of a second toy bar.

15. The children’s play gym of Clause 14, wherein a
hub pivotally attaches the second ends of the plural-
ity of toy bars.

16. The children’s play gym of Clause 15, wherein
the hub includes a locking mechanism configured to
releasably hold the toy bars in a storage position and
at least one use position.

17. The children’s play gym of any of Clauses 9-16,
wherein at least one toy bar is curved.

18. The children’s play gym of any of Clauses 9-17,
wherein the toy bars comprise continuously curved
arcuate panels of wood.

19. A children’s play gym comprising:

a play mat for resting on a support surface, and
defining a play area for receiving a child thereon

a support bar assembly comprising a plurality of
toy bars each toy bar having a width, wherein in
a use position the support bar assembly is self
supporting and wherein in a storage position the
widths of the toy bars are aligned; and
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at least one toy component configured to releas-
ably attach to at least one of the plurality of toy
bars toy bar.

20. The children’s play gym of Clause 19, wherein
the at least one toy component comprises an attach-
ment strip comprising a flexible strip of material,
wherein a proximal end of the strip is attached to the
toy component and a distal end of the strip includes
a tab.

21. The children’s play gym of Clause 20, wherein
the strip further comprises a slot for receiving the tab
to create an attachment loop.

22. The children’s play gym of Clause 20 or 21,
wherein the tab is configured to fit through a hole in
at least one toy bar such that the tab rests on a top
surface of the toy bar to support the toy component
above the support surface.

23. The children’s play gym of Clause 22, wherein
the tab can rest on the top surface of the at least one
toy bar when the support bar assembly is in the stor-
age position.

Claims

1. A children’s play gym comprising:

a support bar assembly comprising at least one
toy bar;
at least one toy component configured to releas-
ably attach to the at least one toy bar;
wherein the support bar assembly is self sup-
porting with an elevated portion of the support
bar assembly supported above a support sur-
face; and
wherein the at least one toy bar comprises a
natural material.

2. The children’s play gym of claim 1, further comprising
a play mat for resting on the support surface at least
partially beneath the elevated portion of the support
bar assembly, and defining a play area for receiving
a child thereon.

3. The children’s play gym of claim 2, wherein the play
mat is releasably attached to the support bar assem-
bly.

4. The children’s play gym of any preceding claim,
wherein the natural material comprising the at least
one toy bar is wood, the wood may be selected from
at least one of beach wood, ash wood, plywood,
bamboo, and combinations thereof.

5. The children’s play gym of any preceding claim,
wherein the at least one toy bar is formed from a
biopolymer;
optionally, wherein the at least one toy bar comprises
a rice-based plastic or a corn-based plastic.

6. The children’s play gym of any preceding claim,
wherein the at least one toy component comprises
a strip and a tab, wherein the tab is configured to fit
though a hole in the at least one toy bar.

7. A children’s play gym comprising:

a support bar assembly comprising a plurality of
toy bars having a first end resting on a support
surface and a second end supported above the
support surface; wherein in a use position the
support bar assembly is self supporting and
wherein in a storage position the widths of the
toy bars are aligned; and
at least one toy component configured to releas-
ably attach to at least one toy bar.

8. The children’s play gym of claim 7, further comprising
a play mat for resting on a support surface, and de-
fining a play area for receiving a child thereon;
optionally, wherein the first ends of the toy bars are
releasably attached to the outer periphery of the play
mat;
optionally, wherein the play mat includes a plurality
of attachment devices positioned on the outer pe-
riphery of the play mat;
optionally, wherein the plurality of attachment devic-
es are configured to engage a slot on the first end
of each toy bar.

9. The children’s play gym of claim 7 or 8, wherein the
second end of a first toy bar is pivotally attached to
second end of a second toy bar;
optionally, wherein a hub pivotally attaches the sec-
ond ends of the plurality of toy bars.

10. The children’s play gym of claim 9, wherein the hub
includes a locking mechanism configured to releas-
ably hold the toy bars in a storage position and at
least one use position.

11. The children’s play gym of any of claims 7-10, where-
in at least one toy bar is curved.

12. The children’s play gym of any of claims 7-11, where-
in the toy bars comprise continuously curved arcuate
panels of wood.

13. A children’s play gym comprising:

a play mat for resting on a support surface, and
defining a play area for receiving a child thereon
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a support bar assembly comprising a plurality of
toy bars each toy bar having a width, wherein in
a use position the support bar assembly is self
supporting and wherein in a storage position the
widths of the toy bars are aligned; and
at least one toy component configured to releas-
ably attach to at least one of the plurality of toy
bars toy bar.

14. The children’s play gym of claim 13, wherein the at
least one toy component comprises an attachment
strip comprising a flexible strip of material, wherein
a proximal end of the strip is attached to the toy com-
ponent and a distal end of the strip includes a tab;
optionally, wherein the strip further comprises a slot
for receiving the tab to create an attachment loop.

15. The children’s play gym of claim 13 or 14, wherein
the tab is configured to fit through a hole in at least
one toy bar such that the tab rests on a top surface
of the toy bar to support the toy component above
the support surface;
optionally, wherein the tab can rest on the top surface
of the at least one toy bar when the support bar as-
sembly is in the storage position.
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