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(54) TENSION CORD MOUNTING

(67)  Atensioncord mounting foran architectural cov-
ering including a base configured to be engaged to an
outside edge of an architectural structure and a cord hold-
er for engaging one or more cords. The base and cord
holder are configured to cooperate with each other to
engage the cord holder to the base. The cord holder in-
cludes an inner surface configured to face the base, an
opposite outer surface, and a side edge extending be-

tween the inner surface and the outer surface. The cord
holder defines at least one cord opening between the
inner surface and the outer surface, the cord opening
being configured to guide a cord from the inner surface
to the outer surface. The cord holder defines at least one
respective pathway between the inner and outer surfac-
es, the pathway extending from the side edge to the at
least one cord opening.
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Description

[0001] The following relates to a tension cord mount-
ing, in particular a mounting for tension cords of an ar-
chitectural covering to be held in place with respect to at
an outside edge of the architectural structure.

[0002] A variety of different architectural coverings are
known having shades which may be extended across an
architectural structure. Many of these arrangements re-
quire cords to be extended across the architectural struc-
ture and secured at a periphery of the architectural struc-
ture.

[0003] EP 1 526 246 A describes a mounting device
for a guide cord. Two such mounting devices are used
on opposite respective sides of a lower periphery of an
architectural structure to secure the cords used for the
downwardly extending blind.

[0004] As described here, there is provided a tension
cord mounting for an architectural covering. The tension
cord mounting may include a base configured to be en-
gaged to an outside edge of an architectural structure
and a cord holder for engaging one or more cords. The
base and the cord holder may be configured to cooperate
with each other to engage the cord holder to the base.
The cord holder may include an inner surface configured
to face the base, an opposite outer surface, and a side
edge extending between the inner surface and the outer
surface. The cord holder may define at least one cord
opening between the inner surface and the outer surface,
the cord opening being configured to guide a cord from
the inner surface to the outer surface. The cord holder
may define at least one respective pathway between the
inner and outer surfaces. The pathway may extend from
the side edge to the at least one cord opening.

[0005] As described here, there may also be provided
a method of mounting a tension cord of an architectural
covering to the periphery of an architectural structure by
using a tension cord mounting such as described above.
The method may include providing at least one cord
opening between inner and outer surfaces of the cord
holder and providing at least one respective pathway be-
tween the inner and outer surfaces and arranging that
pathway to extend from the side edge of the cord holder
to the at least one cord opening.

[0006] There is provided a tension cord mounting for
an architectural covering. The tension cord mounting in-
cludes a base configured to be engaged to an outside
edge of an architectural structure and a cord holder for
engaging one or more cords. The base and the cord hold-
er are configured to cooperate with each other to engage
the cord holder to the base. The cord holder includes an
inner surface configured to face the base, an opposite
outer surface, and a side edge extending between the
inner surface and the outer surface. The cord holder de-
fines atleast one cord opening between the inner surface
and the outer surface, the cord opening being configured
to guide a cord from the inner surface to the outer surface.
The cord holder defines at least one respective pathway
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between the inner and outer surfaces. The pathway may
extend from the side edge to the at least one cord open-
ing.

[0007] In this way, it is not necessary to thread cords
through respective cord openings. Instead, at the time of
assembly, it is easy and convenient for the user to be
able toslide acord along a pathway and intoits respective
cord opening. An individual cord could be engaged to the
cord holder by means of a feature of the cord, such as
an additional component or a knot, larger than the cord
opening, on the side of the inner surface of the cord hold-
er. Alternatively, in some arrangements, a single cord
could be looped between two cord openings.

[0008] Atthe position where the pathway joins with the
cord opening, the width of the pathway may be less than
the width of the cord opening. In this way, having slid a
cord along the pathway and into the cord opening, the
reduced width at the exit of the cord opening into the
pathway will resist the cord becoming detached from the
cord holder, for example during transport or assembly.
[0009] Atthe position where the pathway joins the cord
opening, the cord opening may have a feature resisting
a cord exiting the cord opening into the pathway.
[0010] By providing such a feature, for example a
notch, catch, hook, projection or ledge, it becomes more
difficult for the cord to escape from the cord opening. In
this way, as above, the cord may be more securely held
to the cord holder during transport or assembly.

[0011] Embodiments are possible with the pathway ex-
tending generally or substantially perpendicular to the
side edge. However, for improved resistance to the cord
escaping from the cord holder, the pathway may extend
from the side edge at an acute angle with the side edge.
[0012] The value of the acute angle is not essential,
but might preferably be larger than one of 15, 20, 25, 30,
35, and 40 degrees. It might be less than one of 60, 55,
50, and 45 degrees.

[0013] The cord holder and the base may be config-
ured to slidably engage with each other in a direction
substantially parallel with the inner and outer surface so
as to secure the cord holder to the base.

[0014] Noting that the direction of engagement be-
tween the cord holder and the base is generally perpen-
dicular to any force exerted by the cord, this is a conven-
ient arrangement for engagement. One possible embod-
iment includes a base with undercut outer edges and a
cord holder configured with flanges to extend into those
undercut edges. Alternative embodiments include a base
having inwardly facing slots into which corresponding
outwardly facing portions of the cord holder slide.
[0015] When engaged, the cord holder and base resist
separation in a direction perpendicular to the inner and
outer base.

[0016] Any of the side edges of the cord holder could
be used as the side edge from which the pathway ex-
tends. Indeed, different side edges could be used for dif-
ferent respective pathways.

[0017] Preferredside edges for use will be those which
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become enclosed as a result of the cord holder engaging
with the base. Thus, where the cord holder slides into
oppositely facing slots of the base, those opposite side
edges could include the pathways.

[0018] In one preferred embodiment, the side edge of
the cord holder is the front edge with respect to movement
of the cord holder relative to the base during the slidable
engagement.

[0019] In this way, the cord holder may be partially en-
gaged with the base whilst still allowing access at the
front edge to the pathways.

[0020] Preferably, the base and the cord holder are
configured so that, when secured to each other, a portion
of the base closes at least part of the pathway.

[0021] In this way, once the cord holder and base are
fully engaged, a cord is prevented from separating from
the cord holder via the pathway.

[0022] The portion of the base may be configured to
cover substantially one or both of a part of the pathway
on the inner surface of the cord holder and a part of the
pathway at the side edge of the cord holder. In this way,
the portion of the base prevents the cord from separating
from the cord holder via the pathway.

[0023] The tension cord mounting may itself be made
of magnetic material or at least include an element of
magnetic material. This may be provided to magnetically
secure a movable rail against the architectural structure
periphery to which the tension cord mounting is secured.
The base and the cord holder may be configured to define
ahousing forthe elementwhen the cord holder is secured
to the base. The element may be provided as part of
either the cord holder or the base. However, with the cord
holderfitted to the base, a secure housing may be formed
for the element.

[0024] The base may define an aperture opposite the
inner surface of the cord holder when the cord holder is
secured to the base. The aperture may receive a fastener
for securing the base to the periphery of the architectural
structure. The fastener may extend out of the base and
may be concealed by the cord holder.

[0025] In this way, the base may be secured to the
periphery of the architectural structure and then the cord
holder may be secured to the base, thereby concealing
the fastener.

[0026] Alternatively, the base may define an aperture,
similarly for receiving a fastener, offset from where the
base and cord holder are engaged. The base may include
an extension which extends laterally away from where
the cord holder fits to the base. The aperture may be
defined in the extension. In this way, it is possible to se-
cure the base to the periphery of an architectural structure
at a location which is more easily accessible to the in-
staller than the desired location of the cord holder.
[0027] In order to prevent the tension cord mounting
moving, for example rotating, relative to the periphery of
the architectural structure, it is possible to provide the
base with downwardly facing protrusions. However, in
one preferred embodiment, the tension cord mounting
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includes a fixing member having a body defining an ad-
ditional aperture configured to receive the fastener and
at least one protrusion extending substantially perpen-
dicular to the body. The base may define at least one
through hole adjacent the aperture. The fixing member
may be fitted against the base with the additional aperture
aligned with the aperture of the base and with the at least
one protrusion extending into and through the at least
one through hole. In this way, when the fastener secures
the base to the periphery of the architectural structure,
the fastener presses the body of the fixing member
against the base and presses the at least one protrusion
through the at least one through hole so as to engage
with the periphery of the architectural structure.

[0028] With this arrangement, it is possible to provide
a fixing member with appropriate material properties for
withstanding the force of the fastener and appropriately
engaging with, for example by cutting into, the periphery
of the architectural structure. For example, the fixing
member may be a metal plate, such as spring steel.
[0029] One or more tension cord mountings may be
provided in an architectural covering for fitment to an ar-
chitectural structure. The architectural covering may in-
clude one or more cords as required and a shade to be
extended and retracted from the architectural structure.
One or more movable rails may be provided, for example
guided and held in place by cords held by the tension
cord mountings.

[0030] There may also be provided a method of mount-
ing a tension cord of an architectural covering to the pe-
riphery of an architectural structure by using a tension
cord mounting as described above. The method includes
providing at least one cord opening between inner and
outer surfaces of the cord holder and providing at least
one respective pathway between the inner and outer sur-
faces and arranging that pathway to extend from the side
edge of the cord holder to the at least one cord opening.
[0031] A method may also be provided of mounting an
architectural covering to an architectural structure includ-
ing mounting the base of the tension cord mounting to a
periphery of the architectural structure, sliding a cord of
the architectural covering along a pathway from the side
edge to a cord opening and engaging the cord holder to
the base.

[0032] Embodiments will be more clearly understood
from the following description, given by way of example
only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Fig. 1 illustrates an architectural covering which may
be installed to an architectural structure;

Fig. 2 illustrates a tension cord mounting;

Fig. 3A, 3B and 3Cillustrates examples of cord open-
ings and pathways for a tension cord mounting;
Fig. 4 illustrates an alternative tension cord mount-
ing;

Fig. 5illustrated the base of a tension cord mounting;
Fig. 6 illustrates an alternative tension cord mount-
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ing;

Fig. 7, 8 and 9 illustrate an alternative tension cord
mounting;

Fig. 10 illustrates an alternative base for use in a
tension cord mounting; and

Figs. 11 and 12 illustrate examples of cord openings
and pathways.

[0033] The tension cord mounting may be embodied
in an architectural covering for example as illustrated
schematically in Fig. 1.

[0034] The architectural covering may be fitted to an
architectural structure 101 and includes an upper mov-
able rail 102 and a lower movable rail 104. A shade 106
of any appropriate form extends between the upper mov-
able rail 102 and the lower movable rail 104. The shade
106 may take the form of a roman shade, a venetian
blind, a cellular structure etc. Each of the upper movable
rail 102 and lower movable rail 104 is movable across
the architectural structure 101 towards and away from a
respective edge. As the upper movable rail 102 and lower
movable rail 104 move towards each other, the shade
106 is retracted, for example by concertina or rolling ac-
tion. When the upper movable rail 102 and lower movable
rail 104 are moved apart, the shade 106 is extended
across the architectural structure 101.

[0035] So that the movable rails 102 and 104 are re-
tained at the position where they are placed (by a user),
a known cord tensioning system may be provided. For
example, as illustrated, cords 108 extend parallel to the
side edges of the architectural structure 101 and along
the respective movable rails 102, 104.

[0036] The cords 108 are secured to the upper and
lower sides of the architectural opening by means of ten-
sion cord mountings 110 that are secured to those edges
of the architectural structure 101.

[0037] An example of an appropriate tension cord
mounting 110 is illustrated in Fig. 2.

[0038] A base 112 is provided to be secured to the
periphery of an architectural structure. A corresponding
cord holder 114 is provided.

[0039] As illustrated, the cord holder 114 includes an
inner surface for facing the base 112 and for facing an
inner part of the inner tension cord mounting formed from
the base 112 and cord holder 114. The cord holder 114
includes an outer surface 118 opposite to the inner sur-
face 116 and includes at least one side edge 120 extend-
ing between the inner and outer surfaces 116, 118.
[0040] Asillustrated, the base 112 defines an aperture
122 for receiving a fastener, such as a screw (see Fig.
7), for securing the base 112 to the outer periphery of
the architectural structure. Other manners of engage-
ment known or which become known may be used to
couple the base 112 to the architectural structure. As
illustrated, the cord holder 114 includes a corresponding
aperture 124 which aligns with the aperture 122 of the
base 112. In this way, a fastener, such as a screw, may
additionally be used to secure the cord holder 114 to the
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base 112.

[0041] The cord holder 114 defines a cord opening 126
which extends between the inner surface 116 and outer
surface 118.

[0042] A cord, such as cord 108 illustrated in Fig. 1,
can pass through the cord opening 126 and be secured
on the inner side of the tension cord mounting 110 adja-
cent the inner surface 116 of the cord holder 114. For
example, by providing an enlarged feature, such as a
knot at the end of the cord or an added element such as
a glued bead or crimp, that end of the cord is prevented
from passing through the cord opening 126 in the direc-
tion of the cord and the cord is engaged to the cord holder
114.

[0043] As illustrated, a pathway 128 extends from the
side edge 120 to the cord opening 126. In this way, it is
not necessary to thread a cord through the cord opening
126 in the direction of the cord. The pathway 128, like
the cord opening 126, passes between the inner and out-
er surfaces 116, 118 and, hence, allows a cord to be slid
from the side edge 120 of the cord opening 126 in a di-
rection transverse to the length or extent of the cord. It
is therefore not necessary to thread the cord through the
cord opening 126.

[0044] As illustrated schematically in Fig. 3A, 3B and
3C, cord openings 126 and respective pathways 128 may
be provided at any of the side edges 120 and in any
appropriate number. Where more than one cord opening
is provided, it is possible for a single cord to be looped
between two cord openings. In other words, that single
cord extends between two cord openings along the inner
surface of the cord holder 114 and extends out of and
from both cord openings.

[0045] It is possible to secure the cord holder 114 to
the base 112 in any appropriate manner, for example
using one or more fasteners different from the fastener
intended for securing the base 12 to the architectural
opening periphery.

[0046] Figure 4 illustrates an alternative arrangement
in which the base 112 and cord holder 114 are configured
to slidably engage with each other in a direction substan-
tially parallel with the inner and outer surfaces 116, 118
of the cord holder 114. In particular, the base 112 defines
two opposite inwardly facing channels 130 for receiving
and retaining opposite edges of the cord holder 114. The
cord holder 114 may thus be slid into engagement with
the base 112 along the channels 130.

[0047] Asillustrated, atleast one of the side edges 120
having a pathway 128 is provided as a front edge with
respect to the direction of insertion of the cord holder 114
into the base 112. Once fully engaged, with the cord hold-
er 114 slid fully into the base 112, an opposing wall 132
of the base 112 acts to cover or block the opening to the
pathway 128. As a result, a cord extending through the
cord opening joined to the pathway 128 is prevented from
exiting the pathway 128 in a direction transverse to the
length or extent of the cord.

[0048] Actually, in the illustrated embodiment, an ad-
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ditional cord opening 126 and pathway 128 are provided
on a lateral edge of the cord holder 114 with respect to
the direction of insertion/sliding. With this particular ar-
rangement of securing the cord holder 114 to the base
112, the pathway 128 on this lateral edge is also closed
by the base 112 (by the walls defining the channel 130)
when the cord holder 114 is slidably engaged with the
base 112.

[0049] In order to help secure the base 112 to the pe-
riphery of an architectural opening, it is possible to rough-
en or provide protrusions on the underside of the base
112 resulting in a surface which is not smooth. This will
resist movement and/or rotation of the base 112.
[0050] Alternatively, as illustrated in Fig. 5, a fixing
member 140 may be provided for use with the base 112.
[0051] The fixing member 140 includes a main body
142 having, for example, a generally planar form and
defining an aperture 144 to match the aperture 122 in
the base 112. A fastener for securing the base 112 to the
architectural opening may thus additionally clamp the fix-
ing member 140 down onto the upper surface of the base
112.

[0052] As illustrated, the fixing member 140 is addi-
tionally provided with a number of protrusions 146 ex-
tending generally perpendicular to the body 142.
[0053] Adjacentthe aperture 122,the base 112 defines
through holes 148 corresponding to the protrusions 146.
[0054] In use, the base 112 is placed on the architec-
tural structure periphery, and the body 140 is fitted to the
base 112 with its aperture 144 aligned with the aperture
122 of the base 112 and the protrusions 146 extending
into the through holes 148 of the base 112. A fastener,
such as a screw (illustrated in Fig. 7) is then fitted through
the aligned apertures 144, 122 so as to affix the base
112 to the architectural structure periphery. The fastener,
for instance, by means of its head, clamps the body 142
ofthe fixing member 140 againstthe base 112 and press-
es the protrusions 146 through the through holes 148 so
as to engage with the surface of the architectural struc-
ture periphery. Because the base 112 then engages with
the architectural structure periphery via the body 142 in
at least two places, rotation of the base 112 is prevented.
[0055] Returning to the architectural covering dis-
cussed in relation to Fig. 1, it may be desirable to locate
magnetic material at the outer periphery of the architec-
tural structure for magnetically attracting corresponding
magnetic material in the movable rail 112, 114. In partic-
ular, this can be useful in magnetically securing the mov-
able rail against the corresponding periphery of the ar-
chitectural structure.

[0056] Fig. 6 illustrates the use of a magnetic element
150 which can be provided as part of the tension cord
mounting. Magnetic material could be provided as part
of the base 112 or the cord holder 114 itself. However,
in the illustrated embodiment, the base 112 and cord
mount 114 together define a housing 152 for the element
150. Referring to Fig. 6, the element 150 can be placed
in arecess 154 formed inthe base 112 and then enclosed

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

and held in place by a portion 156 of the cord holder 114
once secured to the base 112.

[0057] Figs.7,8and9illustrate an embodimentinclud-
ing many of the features discussed above.

[0058] Inthis embodiment, rather than having inwardly
facing channels 130, the base 112 includes outwardly
facing lips 160 on opposite sides of the base 112 extend-
ing in the sliding direction and defining respective under-
cut portions. The cord holder 114 is shaped correspond-
ingly with inwardly facing respective flanges that fit under
the lips 160 when the cord holder 114 is slidably engaged
with the base 112.

[0059] As explained above, a magnetic element 150
may be housed between the base 112 and cord holder
114 and a fixing member 140 may fit with a lower up-
wardly facing surface of the base 112. As illustrated in
this embodiment, the fixing member 140 may have pro-
trusions 146 on either side of the aperture 144.

[0060] A screw 170 is illustrated as an example of a
fastener for fastening the base 112 to the periphery of
an architectural structure.

[0061] Inthe arrangements discussed above, the base
112 has approximately the same footprint/shape and size
as the cord holder which fits to it. In this respect, arrange-
ments, such as that of Fig. 2 are possible in which a
fastener passes through both the cord holder 114 and
the base 112 so as to secure the base 112 to the outer
periphery of an architectural structure. Also, as with the
other described arrangements, the fastener may pass
through the base 112 to secure the base 112 to the outer
periphery of the architectural structure, with the cord
holder 114 fitting to the base in such a way as to conceal
the fastener. It is also possible to provide a base which
extends beyond the footprint/area of the cord holder 114.
In particular, it extends beyond the features of the base
configured to engage with the cord holder 114.

[0062] Fig. 10 illustrates an example of such a base
212. This particular example of the base 212 includes
features such as outwardly facing lips 260 so that it might
be used with the same cord holder 114 (and magnetic
element 150) as described with reference to Fig. 9. It will
be appreciated that other bases may similarly be provid-
ed with the alternative features described above for en-
gaging with a cord holder 114.

[0063] By providing an extended base in this way, the
position at which the base 112 is secured to the archi-
tectural structure can be distanced from the cord holder
114 and, in particular, the position from which cords ex-
tend from the cord holder 114. This allows the cord holder
114 and associated cords to be positioned at locations
of an architectural structure where it may be difficult for
a user to gain sufficient access to secure the base to the
architectural structure (at the position of the cord holder
114). For example, narrow and/or profiled peripheries
(with narrow and/or profiled glazing beads) sometimes
pose a problem to the installer to have the base secured
at a position on the periphery that allows alignment of
the cords of the shade in a proper manner (i.e. close to
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the sides of the shade). By using a base 212 with an
extension 214 (extending away from the cord holder 114
and the features engaging with that cord holder 114), it
becomes possible to facilitate mounting. Furthermore,
the extension 214 may be provided with a slanted edge
214a allowing it to be positioned and secured to the hor-
izontal periphery and yet be closely adjacent to the ver-
tical periphery of an architectural opening. As illustrated,
the extension 214 of the base 212 is, like the arrange-
ments discussed above, provided with an aperture 122
for receiving a fastener, such as a screw (see Fig. 7) for
securing the base 212 to the outer periphery of the ar-
chitectural structure. Furthermore, through holes 148
may be provided around the aperture 122 allowing use
of a fixing member 140 (with protrusions 146) such as
discussed above.

[0064] Asillustratedin Fig. 9, the pathways 128 for the
respective cord openings 126 are angled with respect to
the side edge 120, rather than extending substantially or
generally perpendicular to that side edge 120. The path-
ways may be angled inwardly or outwardly relative to the
adjacent edges of the cord holder 114, but, as illustrated,
are both angled inwardly. With an acute angle for the
pathways, for example between 15 and 60 degrees, a
cord within a cord opening 126 has less tendency to es-
cape the cord holder 114 by traversing the respective
pathway 128.

[0065] In order to further resist a cord leaving its re-
spective cord opening 126 and traversing the respective
pathway 128, other steps may be taken to shape and
dimension the cord opening 126 and pathway 128. For
example, as illustrated schematically in Figs. 11A and
11B the width of the pathway 128 may be less than the
cross-section or width of the cord opening 126, at least
where the pathway 128 meets the cord opening 126. Ad-
ditionally or alternatively, as illustrated in Figs. 12A to
12E, a feature 180 may be provided at the entrance to
the cord opening 126 to act as a notch, latch, hook, pro-
jection, ledge, etc. In arrangements, for example as illus-
trated in Fig. 12B and E, the resulting form of the pathway
128, feature 180, and cord opening 126 takes the form
of a U-turn.

[0066] These and other features and advantages of
the present disclosure will be readily apparent from the
detailed description, the scope of the invention being set
out in the appended claims.

[0067] The present disclosure is set forth in various
levels of detail in this application and no limitation as to
the scope of the claimed subject matter is intended by
either the inclusion or non-inclusion of elements, com-
ponents, or the like in the summary. In certain instances,
details that are not necessary for an understanding of
the disclosure or that render other details difficult to per-
ceive may have been omitted. It should be understood
that the claimed subject matter is not necessarily limited
to the particular embodiments or arrangements illustrat-
ed herein.

[0068] The accompanying drawings are provided for
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purposes of illustration only, and the dimensions, posi-
tions, order, and relative sizes reflected in the drawings
attached hereto may vary. The detailed description will
be better understood in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings, w Reference made in detail to embodi-
ments of the present subject matter, one or more exam-
ples of which are illustrated in the drawings. Each exam-
ple is provided by way of explanation of the present sub-
ject matter, not limitation of the present subject matter.
In fact, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications and variations can be made in the
present disclosure without departing from the scope or
spirit of the present subject matter. Thus, it is intended
thatthe present subject matter covers such modifications
and variations as come within the scope of the appended
claims and their equivalents.

[0069] In the foregoing description, it will be appreci-
ated that the phrases "at least one", "one or more", and
"and/or", as used herein, are open-ended expressions
that are both conjunctive and disjunctive in operation.
The term "a" or "an" entity, as used herein, refers to one
or more of that entity. As such, the terms "a" (or "an"),
"one ormore" and "atleast one" can be usedinterchange-
ably herein. All directional references (e.g., proximal, dis-
tal, upper, lower, upward, downward, left, right, lateral,
longitudinal, front, back, top, bottom, above, below, ver-
tical, horizontal, radial, axial, clockwise, counterclock-
wise, and/or the like) are only used for identification pur-
poses to aid the reader’s understanding of the present
disclosure, and / or serve to distinguish regions of the
associated elements from one another, and do not limit
the associated element, particularly as to the position,
orientation, or use of this disclosure.

Claims

1. Atension cord mounting for an architectural covering
including:

a base configured to be engaged to an outside
edge of an architectural structure; and
a cord holder for engaging one or more cords;

wherein:

the base and cord holder are configured to co-
operate with each other to engage the cord hold-
er to the base;

the cord holder includes an inner surface con-
figured to face the base, an opposite outer sur-
face, and a side edge extending between the
inner surface and the outer surface;

the cord holder defines atleast one cord opening
between the inner surface and the outer surface,
the cord opening being configured to guide a
cord from the inner surface to the outer surface;
and
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the cord holder defines at least one respective
pathway between the inner and outer surfaces,
the pathway extending from the side edge to the
at least one cord opening.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 1 where-
in, at the position where the pathway joins with the
cord opening, the width of the pathway is less than
the width of the cord opening.

A tension cord according to claim 1 or 2 wherein, at
the position where the pathway joins with the cord
opening, there is provided a feature resisting exit of
a cord from the at least one cord opening to the at
least one respective pathway.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 1, 2 or
3 wherein the at least one respective pathway ex-
tends from the side edge at an acute angle with the
side edge.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 4 where-
in the acute angle is greater than one of 15, 20, 25,
30, 35, and 40° and/or less than one of 60, 55, 50,
and 45°.

A tension cord mounting according to any preceding
claim wherein the cord holder and the base are con-
figured to slidably engage with one another in a di-
rection substantially parallel with the inner and outer
surfaces so as to secure the cord holder to the base.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 6 where-
in the cord holder and the base are configured, when
engaged, to resist separation in a direction perpen-
dicular to the inner and outer surfaces.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 6 or 7
wherein the side edge of the cord holder is the front
edge with respect to movement of the cord holder
relative to the base during said slidable engagement.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 6, 7 or
8 wherein the base and the cord holder are config-
ured so that, when secured to each other, a portion
of the base closes at least part of the pathway.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 9 where-
in the portion of the base substantially covers one or
both of a part of the pathway on the inner surface of
the cord holder and a part of the pathway at the side
edge.

A tension cord mounting according to any preceding
claim further comprising an element of magnetic ma-
terial, wherein the base and the cord holder are con-
figured to define a housing for the element when the
cord holder is secured to the base.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

A tension cord mounting according to any preceding
claim wherein the base defines an aperture opposite
the inner surface of the cord holder when the cord
holder is secured to the base and the aperture is
configured to receive a fastener to be concealed by
the cord holder and to extend out of the base to se-
cure the base to the periphery of an architectural
structure.

A tension cord mounting according to claim 12 fur-
ther comprising a fixing member having a body de-
fining an additional aperture configured to receive
the fastener and at least one protrusion extending
substantially perpendicular to the body, wherein the
base defines at least one through hole adjacent said
aperture and the fixing member is configured to fit
against the base with the additional aperture aligned
with said aperture and with the atleastone protrusion
extending into and through the at least one through
hole so that, when the fastener secures the base to
the periphery of an architectural structure, the fas-
tener presses onto the body and thereby presses
the at least one protrusion through the at least one
through hole to engage with the periphery of the ar-
chitectural structure.

An architectural covering for fitment to an architec-
tural structure including one or more tension cord
mountings according to any preceding claim.

A method of mounting a tension cord of an architec-
tural covering to the periphery of an architectural
structure by using a tension cord mounting having a
base configured to be secured to an outside edge of
the architectural structure and a cord holder to be
secured to the base and for securing one or more
cords, the method including: providing at least one
cord opening between inner and outer surfaces of
the cord holder; and providing atleast one respective
pathway between the inner and outer surfaces and
arranging that pathway to extend from a side edge
of the cord holder to the at least one cord opening.
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