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(54) HYBRID MECHANICAL WATCH MOVEMENT WITH INTEGRATED ELECTRONICS 
IMPLEMENTING WIRELESS COMMUNICATION, SENSORS AND DISPLAY

(57) A hybrid mechanical watch movement compris-
ing a mechanical watch movement comprising a plate
and a bridge configured to hold in between of them me-
chanical parts of the mechanical watch movement, a plu-
rality of electronic components comprising one or more
from the list comprising a printed circuit board, a Lavet
micro-motor, a rechargeable battery, and a microphone.
The plurality of electronic components is part of the me-
chanical watch movement and is held in the mechanical
watch movement between the plate and the bridge.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a watch move-
ment integrating both mechanical parts and electronics.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Mechanical movements and quartz movements
for watches have been known for a long time. Quartz
movements with electronics features and wireless con-
nectivity exist.
[0003] One example of prior art is a horological smart-
watch made by FREDERIQUE CONSTANT® which in-
tegrates an electronic circuit boards and electromagnetic
micro-motors. Detailed documentation on this smart-
watch may be found for example at following urls:

• http://frederiqueconstant.com/smartwatch/
• http://frederiqueconstant.com/smartwatch/wp-con-

tent/uploads/2016/09/GUIDE-FC-SMARTWATCH-
7-GB-Web.pdf

[0004] The smartwatch comprises Bluetooth® commu-
nication technology, a processor and an accelerometer.
[0005] Other prior art watches may integrate a me-
chanical movement and a number of electronic devices
and features around the mechanical movement. One
such example is the Hyetis Alpha® product described at
the website

https://www.xavierstuder.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2016/02/Workbook Light.pdf.

[0006] In addition to an automatic movement, the
watch comprises OLED screens, a UV dosimeter, Blue-
tooth® communication technlogy, a wireless charging
and battery system, a speaker, as well as laser emitting
beams and sensors such as biometric captors for heart
rate and oxygen saturation measurement, and gyro-
scope, magnetometer, accelerometer, barometer, altim-
eter, hygrometer, and thermometer, a satellite position-
ing meter, all controled by a microcomputer running a
proprietary operating system.
[0007] While known systems that combine mechanical
movement and electronics provide most features of both
worlds, there is no real synergy between these worlds in
that they fail to interact with each other.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0008] In a first aspect the invention provides a hybrid
mechanical watch movement comprising a mechanical
watch movement comprising a plate and a bridge con-
figured to hold in between of them mechanical parts of
the mechanical watch movement, a plurality of electronic
components comprising one or more from the list com-

prising a printed circuit board, a Lavet micro-motor, a
rechargeable battery, and a microphone. The plurality of
electronic components is part of the mechanical watch
movement and is held in the mechanical watch move-
ment between the plate and the bridge.
[0009] In a preferred embodiment, the hybrid mechan-
ical watch movement further comprises a shielding case
configured to confine the plurality of electronic elements,
whereby the shielding case comprises magnetically con-
ductive material that is enabled to enclose magnetic
fields inside the shielding, and to prevent the magnetic
field from disturbing a proper operation of the mechanical
watch movement.
[0010] In a further preferred embodiment the mechan-
ical watch movement is configured to display mechanical
time functions, by means of any one of the following list
comprising an hours hand, a minutes hand, a date hand,
a moonphase display.
[0011] In a further preferred embodiment, the hybrid
mechanical watch movement comprises the micro-
phone, whereby the microphone is placed in a dedicated
cavity of the mechanical movement in proximity to me-
chanical parts generating the sound of the mechanical
movement and the microphone is configured to record
this sound.
[0012] In a further preferred embodiment, the hybrid
mechanical movement comprises the printed circuit
board, wherein the printed circuit board comprises an
embedded processor that is configured to run an algo-
rithm analysing the sound of the mechanical movement
and compute a performance and a precision of a time
function of the mechanical watch movement.
[0013] In a further preferred embodiment, the hybrid
mechanical watch movement comprises the Lavet micro-
motor and the printed circuit board, and further comprises
a display for additional information, wherein the addition-
al information is represented on the display using an ad-
ditional hand driven by the Lavet micro-motor as control-
led by a processor comprised in the printed circuit board.
[0014] In a further preferred embodiment, the hybrid
mechanical watch movement further comprises a wire-
less communication interface that is configured to enable
wireless communication with distinct external devices,
which may be one or more of the list comprising a smart-
phone, a tablet, a processor-based device.
[0015] In a further preferred embodiment the hybrid
mechanical watch movement comprises the printed cir-
cuit board, wherein the printed circuit board is designed
to execute a plurality of electronic functions; and the hy-
brid mechanical watch movement further comprises at
least a sensor functionally connected to a processor of
the printed circuit board, the processor being configured
to allow an implementation of a plurality of electronic func-
tions which comprise at least one of the following list:

- step counting using a step counting algorithm,
whereby the at least one sensor comprises an ac-
celerometer component,
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- sleep monitoring using a sleep monitoring algorithm,
whereby the at least one sensor comprises the ac-
celerometer component,

- temperature measurement using one of the at least
one sensors as appropriate,

- humidity measurement using one of the at least one
sensors as appropriate,

- heart rate measurement using one of the at least on
sensors as appropriate, and a heart rate monitoring
algorithm, and

- UV measurement using one of the at least one sen-
sors as appropriate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] The invention will be better understood through
the description of preferred embodiments in reference to
the figures, wherein

figure 1 shows two top views of a movement with
display hands, a first set of display hands with a dial,
and a second set of display hands without any dial;
figure 2 shows the movement of figure 1 with its con-
stitutive parts in an exploded view;
figure 3 shows a Lavet micro-motor in a shielding
case with details according to an example of the in-
vention in an exploded view;
figure 4 shows a block diagram of electronics ac-
cording to an example embodiment of the invention;
figure 5 shows a metal dial with an opening to enable
an wireless interface;
figures 6a and 6b show a top and a bottom view of
the movement, wherein a number of main parts are
hiden for a better readability in order to show a mi-
crophone and a mechanical elements generating a
characteristic noise of the movement;
figure 7 shows a possible implementation of the
movement in a watch and a charger pod;
figure 8 represents a block diagram of the architec-
ture of the system analysing the sound of the me-
chanical movement; and
figure 9 shows a recording of the sound of the me-
chanical movement recorded by the microphone.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION

[0017] One of the problems addressed by the invention
is to integrate in a same watch movement,

• a mechanical movement displaying time and date
and

• electronics realizing sensors, implementing wireless
communication and driving micro-motors to display
external or internal information.

[0018] A further one of the problems addressed by the
invention is to integrate in a same watch movement

• mechanical parts realising mechanical movements
that move hands showing time, date and moon-
phase, sensitive to electro-magnetic fields and

• one or several Lavet micro-motors, creating electro-
magnetic fields.

[0019] A further one of the problems addressed by the
invention is to integrate in a same watch movement com-
prising a mechanical movement and electronics, a sys-
tem that monitors the correct functionning of the watch
movement.
[0020] The above enunciated problems are solved by
providing a mechanical watch movement, also known as
a caliber, and integrating into the mechanical watch
movement electronic and electro-magnetic parts such as
for example a Lavet micro-motor, a Printed Circuit Board
(PCB), a battery, and one or more sensors. The electronic
parts are truly part of the mechanical movement and can-
not stand without it. As a whole a hybrid mechanical
watch movement is obtained.
[0021] Referring to figure 2, the hybrid mechanical
watch movement comprises a plurality of classical me-
chanical movement parts such as a bridge 21, a plate
28, weels 27 and disks 29. It further comprises micro-
motor parts 22, a rechargeable battery 26, battery con-
tacts 23 and 24, and a populated Printed Circuit Board
(PCB) 25.
[0022] Further referring to figure 2, the electronic com-
ponents, i.e. the PCB 25, the battery 26, the microphone
30a and the Lavet motor 22 are held in the movement
between the plate 28 and the bridge 21, in a manner
similar as with traditional mechanical parts.
[0023] In a preferred embodiment the micro-motor is
a Lavet type stepping motor, i.e., a special kind of single-
phase stepping motor, well known from prior art.
[0024] The hybrid movement may display time in a
manner similar to that of a classical mechanical watch
movement. It may also mechanically display date and
moonphase.
[0025] Figure 1 shows an example of a display where
the movement displays time by means of an hours hand
13 and minutes hand 12, and display date by means of
a date hand 14 and moonphase by means of a dedicated
moonphase display 15.
[0026] The hybrid movement may in addition to the dis-
play similar to that of a classical mechanical watch further
be enabled to display additional information by means of
a micro-motor 11, which may for example be the micro-
motor 22, 31-35 illustrated in figures 2 and 3, and rotate
an additional hand driven by the micro-motor 11. This
additional information is not displayed by mechanical
parts.
[0027] Referring now to figure 3, the micro-motor com-
prises a bridge 31, a self and stator assembly 33, motor
wheels 34 and a base 35. It further comprises a motor
PCB 32 for connection purposes. The electro-magnetic
parts, i.e. coil and stator 33, rotor and mobiles 34, are
enclosed in a shielding case (as well known as Faraday
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cage) composed of shield base 35 and a shield cover
31. The shielding case is made of magnetically conduc-
tive material to enclose the magnetic fields inside the
shielding case 31, 35, and to prevent them from disturb-
ing the proper operation of the mechanical parts of the
hybrid movement.
[0028] Referring again to figure 2, the electronic parts
comprise the PCB 25, which is powered by the recharge-
able battery 26 through the battery connections 23 & 24.
The PCB 25 is populated with electronics components
(not shown in figure 2) realizing desired electronics func-
tions. These components comprise for instance at least
one of the list comprising

• at least an embedded sensor,
• at least an embedded processor,
• a wireless communication interface,
• a set of radio-frequency components.

[0029] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
wireless interface is Bluetooth Low Energy®.
[0030] Referring again to figure 1, the electronic parts
of the hybrid movement further comprise the at least one
micro-processor (not illustrated in figure 1) that is config-
ured to drive the micro-motor 11 in order to display the
additional information. This additional information may
be either or a the same time derived

• from measurements made with the at least one em-
bedded sensor, using embedded algorithms to proc-
ess the measurements by means of the at least one
embedded processor; or

• from information received over the wireless commu-
nication information and processed by means of the
at least one embedded processor.

[0031] The embedded processor may further realize
the following functions:

• driving the Lavet micro-motor,
• reading the at least one embedded sensor,
• operate the wireless communication interface,
• data processing, such as for instance analysing an

internal behaviour of the mechanical movement.

[0032] This list of functions given here is an example,
and may well differ in further preferred embodiments,
comprising further functions and/or not implementing a
function already indicated.
[0033] Referring to figure 3, the contact PCB 32 ena-
bles to connect the Lavet micro-motor coil 33 to the elec-
tronic PCB 35, without letting the magnetic fields go out
of the Faraday cage. Thanks to this connection, the proc-
essor 42 on the PCB drives the coil 33 to move tha hand
11 and thus displays the information that the processor
42 is programmed to display.
[0034] Referring now to figure 4, this represents a block
diagram of electronic parts according to an example em-

bodiment of the invention. Accordingly, the electronic
parts 41-46 may in addition to the already mentionned

• at least one embedded sensor (shown here as "other
sensors" 45),

• at least one embedded processor 42,
• wireless communication interface 41, and
• micro-motor 46,

further comprise

• a movement sensor 44, and
• a microphone 43.

[0035] The embedded processor 42 may be config-
ured to count steps of the intended user wearing the hy-
brid movement watch, and to monitor sleep cycles.
[0036] For precision purposes a metal dial is usually
preferred in watch industry. Figure 5 shows and example
metal dial where an opening 51 is left to let the radio-
frequency waves, generated and received by the wire-
less interface, go through. This opening is :

• either covered by painting or mother of pearl,
• or filled or covered with plastic or other non metallic

material

[0037] The opening zone 51 is big enough to let enough
waves go through and small enough not to impact the
esthetics of the dial.
[0038] The opening zone 51 is placed above the loca-
tion of the antenna circuit of the wireless interface to max-
imize the transmission of radio-frequency waves out of
the watch dial and case.
[0039] Refering to figures 6a and 6b which represent
a preferred embodiment, a microphone 61 may be placed
in a cavity 63 dug for example inside the main plate 60
of the movement. The cavity 63 is placed as close as
possible to the source of the mechanical elements cre-
ating the characteristic noise of the mechanical move-
ment, which incidentally comprises

• an escapement wheel 62,
• a fork 64, and
• a balance 65.

[0040] The cavity 63 goes through the whole thickness
of the plate 60 to enable an improved circulation of the
noise from the mechanical elements to the microphone
61.
[0041] Refering to figure 4, a microphone signal 43
measured with the microphone 61 (not shown in figure
4) is acquired by a processor 42. The processor 42 filters
the microphone signal 43 to keep the information coming
from the mechanical beat. An algorithm in the processor
41 calculates the beat frequency of the movement and
thus the precision in time of the movement. This infor-
mation is either diplayed on the Lavet motor display 11
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(not represented in figure 4) or sent via a wireless inter-
face as illustrated in an example manner by a Bluetooth
Low Energy® processing 41 and antenna 40.
[0042] Referring to figure 8, the microphone 81 picks
up the sound of the mechanical movement. In a prefered
embodiment of the invention, the rest of the treatment
chain is embedded in a processor 89. A first ADC block
82 (Analaog to Digital Converter) acquires the signal from
the microphone 81. The data from the acquired signal is
then either stored in memory 88 or sent to a filter 83. The
filtered signal output from filter 82 is sent to the algorithm
84. The algorithm 84 computes from the input signal a
beat period 85, a beat frequency 86, and a time drift 87-
the actual time given by the movement compared to the
perfect official time. The time drift 87 gives the unpreci-
sion of the movement or its error in giving the time. The
beat period 85, the beat frequency 86, and the time drift
87, but also a sound recording 88 are sent via a wireless
interface 83 to an external connected device, for example
a smartphone companion application in a prefered em-
bodiment of the invention.
[0043] Referring to figure 9, the signal 91 picked up by
the microphone 81 recording the sound of the beat of the
mechanical movement, is digitized and analyzed by the
processor 89. The algorithm 84, according to parameters
such as A, determines a series of measurements T1, T2,
T3, etc.
[0044] The algorithm computes values T (period of the
movement), F (beat frequency of the movement) and Drift
(drift of the time function given by the movement): 

where:

• f is a mathematical function with the parameters A,
T1, T2, T3, etc.,

• K is a constant, and
• Drift the drift of the time function of the movement in

seconds/day.

[0045] As illustrated in figure 4, the signal of the micro-
phone 43 is sent over the wireless interface 41 to be
analyzed and computed by a device connected to the
movement via the wireless interface. In a prefered em-
bodiment the movement is connected to a companion
application running on a smartphone, tablet or computer
based platform, analyzing the sound recording of the mi-
crophone 43 and, computing and diplaying the precision
in time of the movement.

Claims

1. A hybrid mechanical watch movement comprising
a mechanical watch movement comprising a plate
(28) and a bridge (21) configured to hold in between
of them mechanical parts of the mechanical watch
movement,
a plurality of electronic components comprising one
or more from the list comprising a printed circuit
board (25), a Lavet micro-motor (22), a rechargeable
battery (26), and a microphone (30a),
whereby the plurality of electronic components is
part of the mechanical watch movement and is held
in the mechanical watch movement between the
plate (28) and the bridge (21).

2. the hybrid mechanical watch movement of claim 1,
further comprising a shielding case configured to
confine the plurality of electronic elements, whereby
the shielding case comprises magnetically conduc-
tive material that is enabled to enclose magnetic
fields inside the shielding, and to prevent the mag-
netic field from disturbing a proper operation of the
mechanical watch movement.

3. The hybrid mechanical watch movement of claim 1
wherein the mechanical watch movement is config-
ured to display mechanical time functions, by means
of any one of the following list comprising an hours
hand (13), a minutes hand (12), a date hand (14), a
moonphase display (15).

4. The hybrid mechanical watch movement of claim 1
comprising the microphone, whereby the micro-
phone (30a,61) is placed in a dedicated cavity
(30b,63) of the mechanical movement in proximity
to mechanical parts (62,64,65) generating the sound
of the mechanical movement and the microphone is
configured to record this sound.

5. The hybrid mechanical movement of claim 4 com-
prising the printed circuit board, wherein the printed
circuit board (25) comprises an embedded proces-
sor (42) that is configured to run an algorithm ana-
lysing the sound of the mechanical movement and
compute a performance and a precision of a time
function of the mechanical watch movement.

6. The hybrid mechanical watch movement of claim 1,
comprising the Lavet micro-motor and the printed
circuit board, and further comprising a display for
additional information, wherein the additional infor-
mation is represented on the display using an addi-
tional hand driven by the Lavet micro-motor (11; 22)
as controlled by a processor (42) comprised in the
printed circuit board (25).

7. The hybrid mechanical watch movement of claim 1,
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further comprising a wireless communication inter-
face that is configured to enable wireless communi-
cation with distinct external devices, which may be
one or more of the list comprising a smartphone, a
tablet, a processor-based device.

8. The hybrid mechanical watch movement of claim 1,
comprising the printed circuit board, wherein the
printed circuit board (25) is designed to execute a
plurality of electronic functions; and
the hybrid mechanical watch movement further com-
prises at least a sensor (43, 44, 45) functionally con-
nected to a processor (42) of the printed circuit board
(25), the processor being configured to allow an im-
plementation of a plurality of electronic functions
which comprise at least one of the following list:

- step counting using a step counting algorithm,
whereby the at least one sensor comprises an
accelerometer component (44),
- sleep monitoring using a sleep monitoring al-
gorithm, whereby the at least one sensor com-
prises the accelerometer component (44),
- temperature measurement using one of the at
least one sensors (45) as appropriate,
- humidity measurement using one of the at least
one sensors (45) as appropriate,
- heart rate measurement using one of the at
least on sensors (45) as appropriate, and a heart
rate monitoring algorithm, and
- UV measurement using one of the at least one
sensors (45) as appropriate.
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