
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

35
7 

54
7

A
1

TEPZZ¥¥57547A_T
(11) EP 3 357 547 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

(43) Date of publication: 
08.08.2018 Bulletin 2018/32

(21) Application number: 16850426.4

(22) Date of filing: 29.09.2016

(51) Int Cl.:
A63B 59/20 (2015.01)

(86) International application number: 
PCT/ES2016/070685

(87) International publication number: 
WO 2017/055666 (06.04.2017 Gazette 2017/14)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
MA MD

(30) Priority: 01.10.2015 ES 201531402

(71) Applicant: Calzacorta Arrieta, Iñigo
48270 Markina-Vizcaya (ES)

(72) Inventor: Calzacorta Arrieta, Iñigo
48270 Markina-Vizcaya (ES)

(74) Representative: Urizar Anasagasti, Jesus Maria et 
al
IPAMARK, S.L. 
Paseo de la Castellana 72 1°
28046 Madrid (ES)

(54) BASKET FOR THE GAME OF BASQUE PELOTA

(57) The invention relates to a basket for the game
of Basque pelota comprising a rigid structure (1) that
makes up the mouth of the basket, which defines a con-
ventionally formed rim similar to that of a conventional
basket, to the ends of which a longitudinally curved pad-
dle (3) is fastened with a similar configuration to that of
the central rib of a conventional basket, which transverse-
ly has a concave section with greater depth at the central

area or box than on the end areas close to the tip and to
the proximal end of the piece, which is fastened by means
of a series of transverse tensioners (4), which include a
concave piece (3) on the inside thereof that occupies the
middle area of the basket in the area of impact, hurling
and the exit of the ball towards the tip, which closes the
gap existing between the paddle (2) and the rigid struc-
ture (1) by both sides.
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Description

Object of the invention

[0001] In the game of Basque pelota there are three
modalities: Cesta-Punta, Remonte and Plaza Libre (Joko
Garbi), which are played using a basket as a tool. In Ces-
ta-Punta, the ball is not directly returned with the tool, but
rather it is first gathered with the basket and then after
gaining momentum it is returned to the fronton, or wall:
while in the modality of remonte, the ball is hit at the
height of one’s hand and is gathered in the basket and
hurled out of the tip of the basket in a continuous motion
in which the ball is constantly moving; and lastly, in Joko
Garbi, the ball is received and hurled with minimal reac-
tion time, in a constant back and forth movement.
[0002] The basket used for the game of Basque pelota
in these modalities is a type of concave paddle that has
the shape of a claw, which is held by the player normally
through a glove sewn to the proximal end of the paddle,
which is further secured with the help of a strap tied to
the rear end of the same, called a taco. The object of the
invention is a basket with these characteristics, which,
unlike traditional baskets, is entirely made of metal and
synthetic materials.

Background of the invention

[0003] A traditional basket is basically made with strips
of chestnut and wicker. It is normal for the box of a basket
to have around thirteen longitudinal chestnut ribs that run
from the proximal part, where the basket is gripped, to
the tip of the basket, situated on the distal end thereof.
Wicker is used to weave these ribs, thereby forming a
typical body of a conventional and known basket with a
tip (cesta punta). Document ES-U0025679 describes a
basket with a tip (cesta punta) and a remonte basket for
the game of Basque pelota with these characteristics.
[0004] These types of conventional baskets, being
manufactured in a hand-crafted way, have very high pric-
es. It is difficult to achieve to equivalent baskets, and
given that they are made of elements such as wood, veg-
etable fiber and leather, they are fragile, very susceptible
to changing weather conditions and require expensive
maintenance and care. The useful life thereof is reduced
and, in some cases, they are permanently damaged due
ruptures in short time periods of use. In these circum-
stances, the price of the material has a dissuading effect
for users. For these reasons and others, there have been
several developments of baskets made entirely or par-
tially of synthetic materials, among which we can find in
the following patent literature:
Document ES1019136 describes a mixed basket, in
which the structure, in the form of a rim and mitten, is
made up of a single-piece body molded in a highly-re-
sistant synthetic material, which provides support for
making the body of the paddle on the same, which is
done by weaving chestnut ribs, in the traditional way.

[0005] Document ES2119666 by the this applicant de-
scribes a basket with a tip (cesta punta) that comprises
a rim-shaped structure, that runs from the handgrip to
the tip in which the box is bound, which is made up of a
web of synthetic material that is tied to the entire periph-
ery of the opening and defines the rear receptacle, which
allows the ball the be received and hurled.
[0006] Document ES2140271 describes a glove
(chistera) for playing the games of Basque pelota, which
is made up of a support structure and a traditional hollow
and elongated box, joined and integrated into the struc-
ture, which is made in a composite material that has an
adapted rigidity, this box comprising on the inner face
thereof a relatively elastic coating that has patterns in
relief distributed on the surface thereof.
[0007] Document ES2215424 describes a basket for
playing cesta punta, made up of a grooved piece of plastic
material that defines the areas of hurling, receiving and
attaching to the user’s hand, which along the edges there-
of has a continuous rib that provides rigidity to the same.
[0008] The problems of durability and the attempts to
industrialize the manufacturing of baskets for Basque
pelota seem to be solved by these types of materials, but
the problem of providing the basket box, which makes
up the areas of receiving and hurling the ball, with a cer-
tain flexibility, continue, which is achieved by traditional
baskets, and which has prevented a greater acceptance
of the same by players.

Description of the invention

[0009] The aforementioned drawbacks are those
which have led to the creation of a basket such as the
one envisaged in the present invention, which is made
up of at least three pieces mounted in such a way that
the basket has a dynamic behavior over the course of
the game, allowing for greater specific features of the
same. This basket is entirely made up of different syn-
thetic and/or metal materials, which also allow the man-
ufacturing costs of the product to be substantially re-
duced, likewise ensuring greater durability of the basket,
and as such, the wear of the material in each game is
substantially reduced.
[0010] The basket envisaged herein comprises a rigid
structure, which makes up the mouth of the same and
which is conveniently formed in a similar fashion to the
rims and tip, in the horseshoe shape of a conventional
basket, which closes at the proximal end with a trans-
verse piece, which we will also refer to as a taco due to
the equivalence thereof to that of a conventional basket.
[0011] Coupled to this rigid structure is a piece in the
form of a paddle, made of a rigid or semi-rigid material,
which has a grooved form and variable depth, this piece
having less depth at the distal end or tip of the basket,
increasing in depth towards the middle area of the piece,
progressively reducing the depth thereof again as it ad-
vances towards the proximal end of the piece, being the
area near the taco. This paddle is preferably made with
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woven carbon and aramid, impregnated with epoxy resin,
running longitudinally in a similar way to the central rib
of a conventionally woven basket. Said paddle is fixed
by the ends thereof to the ends of the aforementioned
rigid structure, the distal and proximal ends of both pieces
coinciding. Furthermore, a series of transverse tension-
ers, each one joined by one of the ends thereof to one
of the rims and which passes over the paddle to be joined
to the other rim, allow the fastening of this type of paddle
along the rims at variable distances. This configuration
of a rigid structure, paddle and tensioners allow the rigid
structure and paddle to interact in a dynamic way, both
when the force applied by the player is transmitted to the
ball during a throw, and when the ball is received by the
player, and moreover, this configuration of pieces allows
the flexibility of the basket to be adjusted or personalized
to the user’s preferences.
[0012] The previously described assembly is comple-
mented by a concave piece, in the form of a box, situated
in the middle area of the basket, between the paddle and
the rigid structure, which is fastened at the lateral edges
thereof to the rims of the rigid structure, closing the ex-
isting gap in the middle area of the basket between the
paddle and the rigid structure on both sides. Said con-
cave piece made of semi-rigid and/or flexible material
makes up an area of direct impact and a transition area
between the impact area and the exit of the ball toward
the tip. Lastly, a glove is fastened to the mitten at the
proximal area and on the rear face, where the gloves of
baskets are traditionally fastened. The glove with a sim-
ilar configuration to that of the traditional glove and man-
ufactured with synthetic materials and/or leather and the
traditional strap make up the elements used to tie and
fasten the player’s hand to the basket.
[0013] The basket of the invention allows the manu-
facturing thereof in an industrial, non-artisanal way, yet
it may be personalized depending on the characteristics
of each modality of the game and on the preferences of
each player, able to be adapted to the mobility and flex-
ibility of the paddle defined by the bottom of the basket
box, by varying the tension exerted by the transverse
tensioners that fasten the rims of the structure and the
position thereof along the same.

Description of the drawings

[0014] These and other characteristics of the present
invention are more easily understood with the help of the
following description, made based on a practical embod-
iment; this description being based on the drawings of
the attached figures, in which an exemplary, non-limiting,
embodiment is shown.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a basket made ac-
cording to the present invention.
Figure 2 shows an elevated side view and a plan
view from the inner face of a basket according to the
present invention, with the goal of understanding

where the different elements making up the same
are positioned.
Figures 3, 4 and 5 show perspective views of the
paddle (2), the rigid structure (1) and the concave
piece (3), respectively, situated in the box of the bas-
ket.
Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view of one of the central
tensioners (4) of the basket.
Figure 7 shows the rigid structure (1), provided in
this case with a cover (6) that facilitates the anchoring
of the tensioners (4) in said rigid structure.

Preferred embodiment of the invention

[0015] As can be seen in the figures, the rigid structure
(1) is made up of a conveniently arched and bent rim at
the tip in a horseshoe shape. This structure has the clas-
sic shape of a horseshoe of a conventional basket, closed
on the proximal end by a transverse piece referred to as
a taco (11), due to the equivalence thereof to a conven-
tional basket, which slightly protrudes at both sides there-
of with the goal of fastening the user’s hand into the glove
(5) by means of a strap.
[0016] In figure 3 one can see the paddle (2) that makes
up the base of the basket itself. This piece is manufac-
tured in a rigid or semi-rigid material and runs similarly
to a central rib of a conventional basket made of wicker
in which the concavity progresses from the tip (p) along
the hurling area, the maximum depth being in the area
of the box (c), from which the depth is reduced as it ap-
proaches the front end (e) by which the basket is gripped.
[0017] The paddle (2) is fastened at the ends thereof
to the ends of the rigid structure (1), being separated from
the same along the entire central area coinciding with
the box of the basket. Along this entire intermediate area,
the paddle (2) and the structure (1) are related by means
of a series of transverse tensioners (4), the ends of which
are joined at the sides of the structure (1), passing over
the outside of the paddle (2). These tensioners (4) are
placed at variable distances, preferably closer to each
other in the posterior area or hurling area, and further
separated at the bottom or box of the basket, to be able
to personalize or adjust the flexibility of the basket to the
user’s preferences, as well as achieve a dynamic behav-
ior, both when the force applied by the player is trans-
mitted to the ball during the hurling thereof, and when
the ball is received by the player.
[0018] From the area where the hurl is initiated (c) to
the area where the ball is hurled (p) at the tip of the basket,
the paddle (2) has longitudinal grooves (21) that provide
the necessary deformation in this area the moment force
is applied to the ball, providing sensations similar to those
produced by a conventional wicker basket. These
grooves (21) have a variable length in order to adapt to
the user’s preferences.
[0019] Figure 5 shows the concave piece (3) which is
placed in the middle area of the basket (called box), be-
tween the paddle (2) and the rigid structure (1), which is
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fastened at the lateral edges thereof to the rims of the
rigid structure (1), retained by the tightening action ex-
erted by the tensioners (4) on the paddle (2), against the
rigid structure (1). This piece (3) closes the gap existing
in the middle area of the basket between the paddle (2)
and the rigid structure (1) on both sides and makes up
the area of direct impact and transition between the im-
pact area and area of the exit of the ball towards the tip.
This concave piece (3) is made of semi-rigid and/or flex-
ible material.
[0020] The glove is fastened to the proximal area,
where the gloves of baskets are traditionally fastened.
The glove, with a similar configuration to that of a tradi-
tional glove and manufactured with synthetic materials
and/or leather, and the traditional strap, make up the el-
ements used to tie and fasten the player’s hand to the
basket.
[0021] Figure 7 shows a cover (6), which covers the
rigid structure (1), facilitating the anchoring of the ten-
sioners (4) in said rigid structure. This cover preferably
has a lip (61) oriented toward the inside of the basket,
which contributes to fastening the concave piece (3) in-
side the paddle (2).

Claims

1. A basket for the game of Basque pelota, which com-
prises a rigid structure (1) that makes up the mouth
of the basket, defined by a conventionally formed
rim similar to a rim of a conventional basket, with a
tip in a horseshoe shape and closed at the end prox-
imal to the player’s hand by means of a transverse
piece referred to as a taco (11), fastening a glove (5)
on the outer face of the paddle (2) to tie the user’s
hand to the basket, which is characterized in that
it further comprises:

a) a paddle (2) that is fastened at the tip and at
the distal end of the rigid structure (1), which is
longitudinally curved with a configuration similar
to that of the central rib of a conventional basket
and transversely has a concave section with
greater depth in the central area or box than at
the end areas close to the tip and the proximal
end of the piece;
b) a series of tensioners (4) transverse to the
rigid structure (1) with variable lengths and po-
sitioning, which are fastened joined at the ends
thereof to the respective rims of the structure (1)
and pass over the outside of the paddle (2) keep-
ing it pressed against the structure (1) of the
basket;
c) a concave piece (3) made in a semi-rigid
and/or flexible material, situated in the middle
area of the basket, placed between the paddle
(2) and the rigid structure (1), closing the existing
gap on both sides thereof.

2. The basket for the game of Basque pelota, according
to claim 1, characterized in that the paddle (2) has
a width that is progressively greater from the tip to
the box or deepest area of the basket and from this
area towards the proximal area, where the glove (5)
is fastened on the outer face thereof.

3. The basket for the game of Basque pelota, according
to the preceding claims, characterized in that from
the area where the hurl is initiated to the area where
the ball is hurled at the tip of the basket, the paddle
(2) has one or several longitudinal grooves (21)

4. The basket for the game of Basque pelota according
to the preceding claims, characterized in that the
concave piece (3) is retained at the lateral edges of
the rims of the rigid structure (1) by the tightening
action exerted by the tensioners (4) on the paddle
(2) against the rigid structure (1).

5. The basket for the game of Basque pelota according
to the preceding claims, characterized in that the
rigid structure (1) has a cover (6) that facilitates the
anchoring of the tensioners (4) in said rigid structure.

6. The basket for the game of Basque pelota according
to claim 5, characterized in that the cover (6) of the
rigid structure (1) has a lip (61) oriented toward the
inside of the basket and which contributes to fasten-
ing the concave piece (3) inside the paddle (2).
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