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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a refrigerator.
The presentinvention more particularly relates to the wa-
ter tank assembly which replenishes the water dispenser
or the ice making apparatus of the refrigerator.

[0002] Domestic refrigerators are commonly known in
the art. In order to improve the user convenience, a do-
mestic refrigeratoris commonly provided with an ice mak-
ing apparatus or a water dispenser which is replenished
by the water tank that is located inside the fresh food
compartment.

[0003] US4909039 (A) discloses a refrigerator which
has a water tank that replenishes the ice making appa-
ratus with water. US2015096323 discloses a refrigerator
comprising a water purifying unit arranged adjacent to a
drawer type storage container, wherein the water purify-
ing unit is provided with guide rails at both side surfaces.
WO02010099467 discloses a refrigeration appliance
which includes a liner in a fresh food compartment, com-
prising one or more recesses for receiving brackets.
EP1832823 discloses a refrigeration appliance compris-
ing a structural member secured in the freezer compart-
ment and sliding rails are attached to the structural mem-
ber.

[0004] A common problemwith the prior artrefrigerator
is that the utilizable space of the refrigerator becomes
much smaller through the provision of the water tank and
the water dispenser or the ice making apparatus, and
thus the user’s expectations cannot be exactly met. An-
other common problem with the prior art refrigerator is
that the production and assembly of the refrigerator be-
comes increasingly more complicated and cost-intensive
as the functions of the refrigerator is increased through
the provision of the water dispenser and the ice making
apparatus.

[0005] An objective of the present invention is to pro-
vide a water tank assembly for use in a refrigerator which
overcomes the aforementioned problems of the prior art
in a cost-effective way and which enables an improved
production and an improved assembly and also an im-
proved efficiency of the space utilization.

[0006] This objective has been achieved by the water
tank assembly as defined in claim 1, and the refrigerator
as defined in claim 8. Further achievements have been
attained by the subject-matters respectively defined in
the dependent claims.

[0007] The refrigerator of the present invention com-
prises two extendable drawers which are disposed side
by side into the fresh food compartment; a lower plate
which is arranged underside of the extendable drawers;
a first set of two outer guiding members which are adapt-
ed to slidably support the extendable drawers respec-
tively from their outer sides; a pair of fastening means
each adapted to detachably attach one outer guiding
member to the respective side wall of the compartment.
In the refrigerator of the presentinvention, the region that
is located in between two adjacent extendable drawers
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and above the lower plate is adapted for the installation
of the water tank assembly of the present invention.
[0008] The water tank assembly of the present inven-
tion comprises a casing which is adapted for the instal-
lation into the region in between two adjacent extendable
drawers and onto the lower plate, wherein the water tank
is disposed into the casing; a second set of two inner
guiding members which are adapted to slidably support
the extendable drawers respectively from their inner
sides and a pair of first attachment means each adapted
to detachably attach one inner guiding member to the
respective side of the casing.

[0009] A major advantageous effect of the present in-
vention is that the space utilization in the refrigerator has
been improved by way of installing the water tank as-
sembly into the region in between the extendable draw-
ers and onto the lower plate. Thereby, the dead space
between the extendable drawers has been effectively ex-
ploited. Another major advantageous effect of the
presentinvention is that the functionality of the water tank
assembly has beenimproved by way of adapting the cas-
ing so as to bear the adjacent extendable drawers. An-
other major advantageous effect of the present invention
is that the outer/inner guiding members of the extendable
drawers can be more flexibly used. In particular, the out-
er/inner guiding members can be selectively attached to
the side walls of the compartment or to the left/right side
sections of the casing during the assembly. Thereby, the
production and assembly costs can be further reduced.
[0010] Inalternative embodiments, the firstattachment
means of the water tank assembly comprises a releas-
able form-fitting connection and/or a releasable force-
fitting connection. These embodiments are particularly
advantageous as the inner guiding members can be eas-
ily assembled with the casing of the water tank assembly.
Thereby also the existing refrigerators can be retrofitted
with the water tank assembly of the present invention.
[0011] According to the invention, the inner guiding
members are accommodated in the inner recesses that
are formed into the left/right side sections of the casing
respectively. This is particularly advantageous as the
width of the water tank assembly can be decreased, and
thus the space utilization can be further improved.
[0012] In another embodiment, the water tank is ac-
commodated in the cavity that is formed into the casing
at a position above both inner recesses for the inner guid-
ing members. This embodiment is particularly advanta-
geous as the width of the water tank assembly can be
even further decreased, and thus the space utilization
can be still further improved.

[0013] In other alternative embodiments, the casing
has a two-piece structure which sandwiches the water
tank through a second attachment means. These em-
bodiments are particularly advantageous as the left side
section and the right side section of the casing can be
easily assembled with the water tank.

[0014] In other alternative embodiments, the second
attachment means comprises a releasable form-fitting
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connection and/or a releasable force-fitting connection.
These embodiments are particularly advantageous as
the water tank can be easily released in case of mainte-
nance.

[0015] In other alternative embodiments, the casing is
detachably attachable to the lower plate and/or the rear
wall of the compartment through a third attachment
means. These embodiment are particularly advanta-
geous as the casing can be more securely installed into
the compartment.

[0016] In other alternative embodiments, the third at-
tachmentmeans comprises areleasable form-fitting con-
nection and/or a releasable force-fitting connection.
These embodiments are particularly advantageous as
the casing can be easily released in case of maintenance.
[0017] In another embodiment, the front of the casing
is concealed by a decorative cover through a fourth at-
tachment means. This embodiment is particularly advan-
tageous as the decorative cover improves the mechan-
ical strength of the water tank assembly as well as the
outer appearance without compromising the width of the
water tank assembly.

[0018] In other alternative embodiments, the fourth at-
tachmentmeans comprises areleasable form-fitting con-
nection and/or a releasable force-fitting connection.
These embodiments are particularly advantageous as
the decorative cover can be easily released in case of
maintenance.

[0019] In another embodiment, the adjacent extenda-
ble drawers are illuminated through an illuminating de-
vice that is disposed onto the casing of the water tank
assembly. This embodimentis particularly advantageous
as the usability and functionality of the refrigerator has
been improved. Thereby, the user satisfaction can be
increased.

[0020] In another embodiment, the water tank assem-
bly is connectable to the mains. This embodiment is par-
ticularly advantageous as the watertank can be constant-
ly filled. Alternatively, the water tank can be filled through
a user accessible openable/closable aperture.

[0021] Inanotherembodiment, the outer guiding mem-
bers are accommodated into two outer recesses that are
formed into the opposite sides of the inner lining of the
compartment. This embodiment is particularly advanta-
geous as the space utilization can be still further im-
proved.

[0022] In other alternative embodiments, the fastening
means of the refrigerator comprises a releasable form-
fitting connection and/or a releasable force-fitting con-
nection. This embodiment is particularly advantageous
as the outer guiding members can be easily released
from the inner lining in case of maintenance.

[0023] In another embodiment, the extendable draw-
ers are covered through a shelf that is releasably dis-
posed into the compartment. This embodiment is partic-
ularly advantageous as the usability and functionality of
the refrigerator has been improved.

[0024] Additional features and additional advanta-
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geous effects of the water tank assembly and the refrig-
erator of the present invention will become more appar-
ent with the detailed description of the embodiments with
reference to the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 - is a schematic partial perspective view of
a refrigerator which has a water tank assembly ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
Figure 2 -is a schematic exploded partial perspective
view of the refrigerator of Fig.1;

Figure 3 - is another schematic exploded partial per-
spective view of the refrigerator of Fig.1;

Figure 4 - is a schematic enlarged perspective view
of the inner guiding member of Fig. 3;

Figure 5 - is another schematic enlarged perspective
view of the inner guiding member of Fig. 3;

Figure 6 - is a schematic enlarged partial perspective
view of the water tank assembly of Fig. 1;

Figure 7 - is a schematic partial front view of the
refrigerator of Fig.1;

Figure 8 - is a schematic enlarged sectional partial
view of the water tank assembly and the lower plate
of Fig. 7, taken along the line A-A;

Figure 9 - is a schematic enlarged view of the detail
B of Fig. 8;

Figure 10- is a schematic enlarged sectional partial
view of the refrigerator of Fig. 7, taken along the line
A-A.

[0025] The reference signs appearing on the drawings
relate to the following technical features.

. Water tank assembly

. Refrigerator

. Compartment

. Extendable drawer

. Lower plate

. Outer guiding member
6’ Inner guiding member
7. Water tank

7a. Supply means

7b. Conduit

7c. Inlet

7d. Outlet

8. Casing

8a. Left side section

8b. Right side section

9. 1st Attachment means
9a. Snap-in claw

9b. 1st snap-in indent

10. Inner recess

11. Cavity

12. 2nd Attachment means
12a. Screw hole

12b. Screw

13. 3rd Attachment means
13a. Hook

13b. Hook hole

OO WN -
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14. Decorative cover

15. 4th Attachment means
16. Fastening means
16a. 2"d snap-in indent
17. Side wall

18. Inner lining

19. Outer recess

20. Shelf

[0026] The water tank assembly (1) is suitable for use
in the refrigerator (2) (Fig. 1).

[0027] The refrigerator (2) comprises a compartment
(3) for refrigerating the fresh food and a water dispenser
(not shown) and/or an ice making apparatus (not shown).
[0028] The water tank assembly (1) comprises a water
tank (7) which is adapted to replenish the water dispenser
and/or the ice making apparatus of the refrigerator (2)
(Fig. 2).

[0029] The refrigerator (2) of the present invention fur-
ther comprises two extendable drawers (4) which are dis-
posed side by side into the compartment (3), a lower
plate (5) which is arranged underside of the extendable
drawers (4), a first set of two outer guiding members (6)
which are adapted to slidably support the extendable
drawers (4) respectively from their outer sides, a pair of
fastening means (16) each adapted to detachably attach
one outer guiding member (6) to the respective side wall
(17) of the compartment (3). In the refrigerator (2) of the
present invention the region that is located above the
lower plate (5) and in between the extendable drawers
(4) is adapted for the installation of the water tank as-
sembly (1) (Fig. 1 to 3).

[0030] The water tank assembly (1) of the present em-
bodiment comprises a casing (8) which is adapted for
installation into the region between the extendable draw-
ers (4) and onto the lower plate (5), wherein the water
tank (7) is disposed into the casing (8); a second set of
two inner guiding members (6’) which are adapted to sl-
idably support the extendable drawers (4) respectively
fromtheirinner sides, wherein the inner guiding members
(6’) are respectively identical to the outer guiding mem-
bers (6) and a pair of first attachment means (9) each
adapted to detachably attach one inner guiding member
(6’) to the respective side of the casing (8) (Fig. 1 to 3).
[0031] According to the invention, the water tank as-
sembly (1) comprises two inner recesses (10) each
adapted to accommodate one inner guiding member (6°).
The two inner recesses (10) are formed into the left side
section (8a) and the right side section (8b) of the casing
(8) respectively (Fig. 2 and Fig. 3).

[0032] In another embodiment, the first attachment
means (9) comprises one or more snap-in claws (9a) and
one or more first snap-in indents (9b) (Fig. 4 to 6).
[0033] In another embodiment, the water tank assem-
bly (1) comprises a cavity (11) which is adapted to ac-
commodate the water tank (7). In this embodiment, the
cavity (11)is formed into the casing (8) at a position above
both inner recesses (10) (Fig. 2).
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[0034] Inanotherembodiment, the casing (8) compris-
es a second attachment means (12) which is adapted to
attach the left side section (8a), the right side section (8b)
and the water tank (7) together, wherein the left side sec-
tion (8a) and the right side section (8b) jointly enclose
the water tank (7) (Fig. 6).

[0035] Inanotherembodiment, the second attachment
means (12) comprises one or more screw holes (12a)
and one or more screws (12b) (Fig. 2).

[0036] In another embodiment, the water tank assem-
bly (1) comprises a third attachment means (13) which
is adapted to detachably attach the casing (8) to the lower
plate (5) (Fig. 8).

[0037] In another embodiment, the third attachment
means (13) comprises one or more hooks (13a) and one
or more hook holes (13b) (Fig.9).

[0038] In another embodiment, the water tank assem-
bly (1) comprises a decorative cover (14) which is adapt-
ed to conceal the front of the casing (8) and a fourth
attachment means (15) which is adapted to detachably
attach the decorative cover (14) to the the left side section
(8a) and the right side section (8b) of the casing (8) (Fig.
6).

[0039] In another embodiment, the water tank assem-
bly (1) further comprises an illuminating device (not
shown). In this embodiment, the illuminating device is
disposed onto the casing (8) so as to illuminate the ad-
jacent extendable drawers (4).

[0040] In another embodiment, the water tank assem-
bly (1) comprises a supply means (7a) which is adapted
to connect the water tank (7) to the mains. In this em-
bodiment, the supply means (7a) comprises conduits
(7b) which are connected to the inlet (7c) and the outlet
(7d) of the water tank (7) (Fig. 10).

[0041] In another embodiment, the refrigerator (2)
comprises an inner lining (18) which defines the side
walls (17) of the compartment (3) and two outer recesses
(19) each adapted to accommodate one outer guiding
member (6), wherein the two outer recesses (19) are
formed into the opposite sides of the inner lining (18)
respectively (Fig. 3).

[0042] In another embodiment, the fastening means
(16) comprises one or more snap-in claws (9a) and one
or more 2" snap-in indents (16a) (Fig. 1).

[0043] In another embodiment, the refrigerator (1)
comprises a shelf (20) which is adapted to cover the area
above extendable drawers (4), wherein the shelf (20) is
releasably disposed into the compartment (3) (Fig. 3).
[0044] A major advantageous effect of the present in-
vention is that the space utilization in the refrigerator (2)
has been improved by way of installing the water tank
assembly (1) into the region in between the extendable
drawers (4) and onto the lower plate (5) (Fig. 1). Thereby,
the dead space between the extendable drawers (4) has
been effectively exploited. Another major advantageous
effect of the present invention is that the functionality of
the water tank assembly (1) has been improved by way
of adapting the casing (8) so as to bear the adjacent
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extendable drawers (4) (Fig. 3). Another major advanta-
geous effect of the present invention is that the outer/in-
ner guiding members (6,6’) of the extendable drawers
(4) canbe moreflexibly used. In particular, the outer/inner
guiding members (6,6°) can be selectively attached to
the side walls (17) of the compartment (3) or to the
left/right side sections (8a, 8b) of the casing (8) during
the assembly (Fig. 2). Thereby, the production and as-
sembly costs can be further reduced.

Claims

1. A water tank assembly (1) for use in a refrigerator
(2) said refrigerator comprising a compartment (3)
for refrigerating the fresh food, a water dispenser
and/or an ice making apparatus, two extendable
drawers (4) which are disposed side by side into the
compartment (3), a lower plate (5) which is arranged
underside of the extendable drawers (4) and a set
of two outer guiding members (6) adapted to slidably
support the extendable drawers (4) respectively from
their outer sides; the water tank assembly (1) com-
prising: a water tank (7) which is adapted to replenish
the water dispenser and/or the ice making appara-
tus, a casing (8) which is adapted for installation be-
tween the extendable drawers (4) and onto the lower
plate (5), wherein the water tank (7) is disposed into
the casing (8), a set of two inner guiding members
(6’) adapted to slidably support the extendable draw-
ers (4) respectively from their inner sides, charac-
terized in that the water tank assembly (1) further
comprises two inner recesses (10) formed respec-
tively into the left side section (8a) and the right side
section (8b) of the casing (8), each one of said re-
cesses (10) accommodating a respective inner guid-
ing member (6°) such that the width of the water tank
assembly (1) is decreased, and a pair of first attach-
ment means (9) each adapted to detachably attach
one inner guiding member (6’) to the respective side
of the casing (8).

2. The water tank assembly (1) according to claim 1,
characterized in that a cavity (11) which is adapted
to accommodate the water tank (7), wherein the cav-
ity (11) is formed into the casing (8) at a position
above both inner recesses (10)

3. The water tank assembly (1) according to claim 1,
characterized in that the casing (8) comprises a
second attachment means (12) which is adapted to
attach the left side section (8a), the right side section
(8b) and the water tank (7) together, wherein the left
side section (8a) and the right side section (8b) of
the casing (8) jointly enclose the water tank (7).

4. The water tank assembly (1) according to claim 1,
characterized in that a third attachment means (13)

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

10.

which is adapted to detachably attach the casing (8)
to the lower plate (5).

The water tank assembly (1) according to claim 1,
characterized in that a decorative cover (14) which
is adapted to conceal the front of the casing (8) and
a fourth attachment means (15) which is adapted to
detachably attach the decorative cover (14) to the
left side section (8a) and the right side section (8b)
of the casing (8).

The water tank assembly (1) according to claim 1,
characterized in that an illuminating device, where-
in the illuminating device is disposed onto the casing
(8) so as to illuminate the adjacent extendable draw-
ers (4).

The water tank assembly (1) according to claim 1,
characterized in that a supply means (7a) which is
adapted to connect the water tank (7) to the mains.

A refrigerator (2) comprising a compartment (3) for
refrigerating the fresh food, and a water dispenser
and/or an ice making apparatus, two extendable
drawers (4) which are disposed side by side into the
compartment (3), a lower plate (5) which is arranged
underside of the extendable drawers (4), a first set
of two outer guiding members (6) adapted to slidably
supportthe extendable drawers (4) respectively from
their outer sides; characterised in that said refrig-
eratorhas a pair of fastening means (16) each adapt-
ed to detachably attach one outer guiding member
(6) to the respective side wall (17) of the compart-
ment (3) and in that the refrigerator has the water
tank assembly (1) as defined in claim 1, wherein the
inner guiding members (6’) of the water tank assem-
bly (1) are respectively identical to the outer guiding
members (6) and the water tank (7) is further adapted
to replenish the water dispenser and/or the ice mak-
ing apparatus.

The refrigerator (2) according to claim 8, character-
ized in that an inner lining (18) which defines the
side walls (17) of the compartment (3) and two outer
recesses (19) each adapted to accommodate one
outer guiding member (6), wherein the two outer re-
cesses (19) are formed into the opposite sides of the
inner lining (18) respectively.

The refrigerator (2) according to claim 8, character-
ized in that a shelf (20) which is adapted to cover
the area above extendable drawers (4), wherein the
shelf (20) is releasably disposed into the compart-
ment (3).
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Patentanspriiche

1.

Eine Wassertankanordnung (1) fir die Verwendung
in einem Kuhlschrank (2), wobei der Kiihischrank ein
Fach (3) zum Kuhlen von frischen Lebensmittel, ei-
nen Wasserspenderund/oder eine Eisherstellungs-
vorrichtung, zwei ausziehbare Schubladen (4) um-
fasst, die seitlich nebeneinander in das Fach (3) an-
geordnet sind; eine untere Platte (5), die an der Un-
terseite der ausziehbaren Schubladen (4) angeord-
net ist, und ein Satz von zwei duf3eren Fuhrungse-
lementen (6), die so ausgelegt sind, dass sie die aus-
ziehbaren Schubladen (4) jeweils von ihren AuRen-
seiten verschiebbar tragen; die
Wassertankanordnung (1) umfasst: einen Wasser-
tank (7), der zum Nachfiillen des Wasserspenders
und / oder der Eisherstellungsvorrichtung geeignet
ist, ein Gehause (8), das zur Installation zwischen
den ausziehbaren Schubladen (4) und auf der unte-
ren Platte (5) geeignet ist, wobei der Wassertank (7)
in dem Gehause (8) angeordnet ist, ein Satz von
zwei inneren Fihrungselementen (6’), die so ausge-
legt sind, dass sie die ausziehbaren Schubladen (4)
von ihren Innenseiten verschiebbar tragen kénnen,
gekennzeichnet ist sie dadurch, dass die Wasser-
tankanordnung (1) des Weiteren zwei innere Aus-
sparungen umfasst (10), die jeweils in den linken
Seitenabschnitt (8a) und den rechten Seitenab-
schnitt (8b) des Gehauses (8) ausgebildet sind, wo-
bei jede der Aussparungen (1) ein entsprechendes
inneres Flihrungselement (6°) aufnimmt, sodass die
Breite der Wassertankanordnung (1) verringert wird
und ein Paar erster Befestigungsmittel (9) jeweils
dazu ausgelegt ist, ein inneres Fiihrungselement (6
") abnehmbar an der jeweiligen Seite des Gehauses
(8) anzubringen.

Die Wassertankanordnung (1), wie in Anspruch 1
aufgeflihrt, ist dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass ein
Hohlraum (1) fir die Aufnahme des Wassertanks (7)
geeignet ist, wobei der Hohlraum (11) an einer Po-
sition Uber beiden inneren Aussparungen (10) in das
Gehause (8) eingeformt ist.

Die Wassertankanordnung (1), wie in Anspruch 1
aufgefiihrt, ist dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das
Gehause (8) ein zweites Befestigungsmittel (12) um-
fasst, das dazu ausgelegt ist, den linken Seitenab-
schnitt (8a), den rechten Seitenabschnitt (8b) und
den Wassertank (7) zusammen zu befestigen, wobei
derlinke Seitenabschnitt (8a) und der rechte Seiten-
abschnitt (8b) des Gehauses (8) gemeinsam den
Wassertank (7) umschlieRen.

Die Wassertankanordnung (1), wie in Anspruch 1
aufgefiihrt, ist dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass ein
drittes Befestigungsmittel (13) dazu geeignet ist, das
Gehause (8) abnehmbar an der unteren Platte (5)
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10.

zu befestigen.

Die Wassertankanordnung (1), wie in Anspruch 1
aufgefiihrt, ist dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass eine
dekorative Abdeckung (14) dazu ausgelegt ist, die
Vorderseite des Gehauses (8) zu verdecken, und
eine vierte Befestigungseinrichtung (15), die dazu
geeignet ist, die dekorative Abdeckung (14) ab-
nehmbar am linken Seitenabschnitt (8a) und am
rechten zu befestigen Seitenteil (8b) des Gehauses

(8).

Die Wassertankanordnung (1), wie in Anspruch 1
aufgefiihrt, ist dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass eine
Beleuchtungsvorrichtung auf dem Gehause (8) an-
geordnet ist, um die benachbarten ausziehbaren
Schubladen (4) zu beleuchten.

Die Wassertankanordnung (1), wie in Anspruch 1
aufgefiihrt, ist dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass eine
Zufuhreinrichtung (7a) ausgelegt ist, um den Was-
sertank (7) an das Stromnetz anzuschlieRen.

Ein Kihlschrank (1) umfasst ein Fach (3) zum Kiih-
len von frischen Lebensmitteln und einen Wasser-
spender und / oder eine Eisherstellungsvorrichtung,
zwei ausziehbaren Schubladen (4), die nebeneinan-
derindas Fach (3)angeordnetsind, eine untere Plat-
te (5), die unter der ausziehbaren Schublade (4) an-
geordnet ist, einen ersten Satz von zwei dul3eren
Fihrungselementen (6), die so ausgelegt sind, dass
sie die ausziehbaren Schubladen (4) jeweils von ih-
ren Aullenseiten verschiebbar tragen kénnen, ge-
kennzeichnet ist es dadurch, dass der Kiihlschrank
ein Paar Befestigungsmittel (16) aufweist, die jeweils
dazu ausgelegt sind, ein dulleres Flihrungselement
(6) abnehmbar an der jeweiligen Seitenwand (17)
des Abteils (3) zu befestigen, und dass der Kuhl-
schrank die Wassertankanordnung (1) aufweist, die
in Anspruch 1 aufgefiihrt ist, wobei die inneren Fih-
rungselemente (6’) der Wassertankanordnung (1)
jeweils mit den auleren Fihrungselementen (6)
identisch sind und der Wassertank (7) daruber hin-
aus dazu angepasstist, um den Wasserspenderund
/ oder die Eisherstellungsvorrichtung aufzufillen.

Der Kuhlschrank (2), wie in Anspruch 8 aufgefiihrt,
ist dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass eine Innenver-
kleidung (18) die Seitenwande (17) des Fachs (3)
definiert und zwei aulRere Aussparungen (19), die
jeweils zur Aufnahme eines aulReren Fiihrungsele-
ments (6) angepasst sind, wobei die beiden duReren
Aussparungen (19) jeweils in die gegeniiberliegen-
den Seiten der Innenauskleidung (18) ausgebildet
sind.

Der Kuhlschrank (2), wie in Anspruch 8 aufgefiihrt,
ist dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass ein Regal (20)
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geeignetist, den Bereich Uber ausziehbaren Schub-
laden (4) abzudecken, wobei das Regal (20) I6sbar
in dem Fach (3) angeordnet ist.

Revendications

Un assemblage d’un réservoir d’eau (1) destiné a
étre utilisé dans un réfrigérateur (2), ledit réfrigéra-
teur comprenant un compartiment (3) pour réfrigérer
les aliments frais, un distributeur d’eau et/ou un ap-
pareil de fabrication de glace, deuxtiroirs extensibles
(4) qui sont disposés céte a cote dans le comparti-
ment (3) ; une plaque inférieure (5) qui est disposée
sous les tiroirs extensibles (4) et un assemblage de
deux éléments de guidage extérieurs (6) adaptés
pour supporter de maniére coulissante les tiroirs ex-
tensibles (4) respectivement depuis leurs cotés
extérieurs ; 'assemblage d’un réservoir d’eau (1)
comprenant : un réservoir d’eau (7) qui est adapté
pour remplir le distributeur d’eau et/ou I'appareil de
fabrication de glace, un boitier (8) qui est adapté
pour étre installé entre les tiroirs extensibles (4) et
sur la plaque inférieure (5), dans lequel le réservoir
d’eau (7) est disposé dans le boitier (8), un assem-
blage de deux éléments de guidage intérieurs (6’)
adaptés pour supporter de maniére coulissante les
tiroirs extensibles (4) respectivement depuis leurs
cotés intérieurs, est caractérisé en ce que I'assem-
blage d’'un réservoir d’eau (1) comprend en outre
deux évidements intérieurs (10) formés respective-
ment dans la section latérale gauche (8a) et la sec-
tion latérale droite (8b) du boitier (8), chacun desdits
évidements (10) recevant un élément de guidage
intérieur correspondant (6’) de sorte que la largeur
de 'assemblage d’'un réservoir d’eau (1) est réduite,
etune paire de premiers moyens de fixation (9) adap-
tés chacun pour fixer de maniere amovible un élé-
ment de guidage intérieur (6’) au c6té correspondant
du boitier (8).

L’assemblage d’un réservoir d’eau (1) selon la dé-
claration 1, est caractérisé par une cavité (11) qui
estadaptée pourrecevoirle réservoird’eau (7), dans
lequel la cavité (11) est formée dans le boitier (8) en
une position au-dessus des deux évidements intéri-
eurs (10)

L’assemblage d’un réservoir d’eau (1) selon la dé-
claration 1, est caractérisé en ce que le boitier (8)
comprend un second moyen de fixation (12) est
adapté pour fixer la section latérale gauche (8a), la
section latérale droite (8b) et le réservoir d’eau (7)
ensemble, dans lequel la section latérale gauche
(8a) et la section latérale droite (8b) du boitier (8)
entourent conjointement le réservoir d’eau (7).

L’assemblage d’un réservoir d’eau (1) selon la dé-
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10.

claration 1, est caractérisé par un troisieme moyen
de fixation (13) adapté pour fixer de maniére amo-
vible le boitier (8) a la plaque inférieure (5).

L’assemblage d’un réservoir d’eau (1) selon la dé-
claration 1, est caractérisé en ce qu’un couvercle
décoratif (14) est adapté pour dissimuler I'avant du
boitier (8) et un quatrieme moyen de fixation (15) est
adapté pour fixer de maniére amovible le couvercle
décoratif (14) a la section latérale gauche (8a) et a
la section latérale droite (8b) du boitier (8).

L’assemblage d’un réservoir d’eau (1) selon la dé-
claration 1, est caractérisé en ce qu’un dispositif
d’éclairage, dans lequel le dispositif d’éclairage est
disposé surle boitier (8) éclaire les tiroirs extensibles
adjacents (4).

L’assemblage d’un réservoir d’eau (1) selon la dé-
claration 1, est caractérisé en ce qu’un moyen d’ali-
mentation (7a) est adapté pour connecter le réser-
voir d’eau (7) au réseau.

Un réfrigérateur (2) comprenantun compartiment (3)
pour réfrigérer les aliments frais, et un distributeur
d’eau et/ou un appareil de fabrication de glace, deux
tiroirs extensibles (4) qui sont disposés cote a cote
dans le compartiment (3), une plaque inférieure (5)
qui est disposée sous les tiroirs extensibles (4), un
premier ensemble de deux éléments de guidage ex-
térieurs (6) adaptés pour supporter de maniére cou-
lissante les tiroirs extensibles (4) respectivement de-
puis leurs cbtés extérieurs ; est caractérisé en ce
que ledit réfrigérateur a une paire de moyens de
fixation (16), chacun étant adapté pour fixer de ma-
niere détachable un élément de guidage extérieur
(6) a la paroi latérale correspondante (17) du com-
partiment (3) et en ce que le réfrigérateur posséde
un assemblage de réservoir d’eau (1) tel que défini
dans la déclaration 1, dans lequel les éléments de
guidage intérieurs (6’) de 'assemblage de réservoir
d’eau (1) sont respectivement identiques aux élé-
ments de guidage extérieurs (6) et le réservoir d’eau
(7) est en outre adapté pour réapprovisionner le dis-
tributeur d’eau et/ou I'appareil de fabrication de gla-
ce.

Le réfrigérateur (2) selon la déclaration 8, est carac-
térisé en ce qu’un revétement intérieur (18) définit
les parois latérales (17) du compartiment (3) et deux
évidements extérieurs (19) adaptés chacun pour re-
cevoir un élément de guidage extérieur (6), dans le-
quelles deux évidements extérieurs (19) sontformés
respectivement dans les cotés opposés du revéte-
ment intérieur (18).

Le réfrigérateur (2) selon la déclaration 8, est carac-
térisé en ce qu’une étagere (20) est adaptée pour
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couvrir la zone au-dessus des tiroirs extensibles (4),
dans laquelle I'étagére (20) est disposée de maniére
amovible dans le compartiment (3).
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