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(54) A PACKAGE FOR FOODSTUFFS

(57) A package for foodstuffs (A) comprising at least
one sheet formed by at least one layer of paperboard
divided into two parts of which the firstis a base (2) adapt-
ed to have a foodstuff positioned thereon, the second is
a cover (3) which can at least partly overlap such a base
which may be joined thereto by means of a bending or
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fixing line (4). Atleast on such a base, oniits front surface,
a film (22) is provided made of plastic material, suitable
for contact with foods, which is superimposed on the pa-
perboard layer (21) of the sheet. The foodstuff (A) is po-
sitioned on such a film which is covered by a wrap (23).

Fig. 1
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a package for
foodstuffs.

[0002] In particular, the present invention relates to a
package for foodstuffs made through a base which may
be made according to various shapes (square, rectan-
gular, oval, round, etc...), but in all cases is adapted to
have a foodstuff positioned thereon. Packages are cur-
rently available on the market wherein such a base is
made of paperboard and is covered on the surface onto
which the foodstuff is to be positioned with a plastic-
based film, suitable for contact with foodstuffs.

[0003] Following the positioning of the foodstuff, which
can take place manually, or through a loading system
equipped with appropriate automatic feeding means, the
foodstuff is covered with a film F according to the so-
called "skin pack" technology, which is a type of vacuum
packaging that makes the upper wrap or film adhere to
the product as though it were a second "skin".

[0004] Inthe agri-food industry, the skin can be applied
in the packaging of fresh or frozen or smoked meats, fish
products, cheeses, fresh and frozen pasta, cold meats
and delicatessen products in general, etc.

[0005] This packaging technology offers undisputed
advantages in terms of better product shelf life, packag-
ing safety and integrity, high flexibility for products of dif-
ferent shapes and sizes, applicability to small-, mono- or
double-portions, practicality and ease of movement and
reduction of space during transport.

[0006] The paperboard processed as described above
is provided both on the front and on the back with instruc-
tions relative to the packaged product (brand(s), weight,
organoleptic features, product codes, bar codes, instruc-
tions for the consumer) but also characteristics of the
packaging itself.

[0007] In a second embodiment, the base is made of
paperboard or plastic material, the foodstuff is covered
with a film F still according to the so-called "skin pack”
technology, but the package and the covering that we
will call "primary" also envisages a "secondary" covering
made of paperboard, e.g. conformed like an envelope,
inside which the primary coveringisinserted. The instruc-
tions on the product are placed on this secondary cov-
ering. Furthermore, such secondary covering may be
provided with an opening adapted to make the foodstuff
positioned on the primary covering visible.

[0008] Finally, in both shapes of packages, a hole can
be made (usually called a "sombrero" or Euro hang hole)
to allow the package to be hung vertically on a display
rack.

[0009] Such packaging systems according to the prior
art have various drawbacks.

[0010] In the first type, in which the foodstuff is posi-
tioned on the paperboard base, the product instructions
must be printed both on the back and on the front of the
base, before the foodstuff can be positioned. This is in
order to guarantee that during the positioning there is no
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interaction between the substances that compose such
product instructions and the foodstuff. Furthermore, on
the frontonly a small portion of information can be visible,
while most of the information is on the back, therefore
not visible when the product is positioned on the display
rack.

[0011] Inthe second type of package instead the prod-
uctinstructions are positioned on the secondary covering
and therefore do not interact with the foodstuff, but such
package envisages two parts being created (primary and
secondary covering) which must then be assembled
manually or through a machine, making the packaging
process more complex, slow and expensive.

[0012] The present invention sets out to obviate the
aforementioned drawbacks, providing a package having
the characteristics of the appended claim 1.

[0013] The characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will be clearer and evident from the
following illustrative and nonlimiting description, of an
embodiment, with reference to the attached figures
wherein:

» figure 1 is a perspective view of the package in a
semi-open position according to the present inven-
tion;

» figure 2 is a longitudinal section of the package in
the open position;

» figure 3 is a front view of the closed package, posi-
tioned vertically, such as on a display rack;

» figure 4 is a view from above of the package in the
open position according to the present invention;

» figure 5 is an enlarged detail of figure 4.

[0014] With reference to the mentioned figures the
package according to the present invention comprises
at least one sheet formed by at least one layer of paper-
board, divided into two parts, the first of which is a base
2 which may be made according to various shapes
(square, rectangular, oval, round, etc.), but in all cases
is adapted to have a foodstuff positioned thereon, the
second part of the sheet is a cover 3 which can at least
partly overlap such a base. The base and the cover in
one embodiment may be parts of the same sheet, which
can be bent on itself by means of a bending line 4 formed
by a yielding or scoring, or by die-cutting the sheet. Pref-
erably the two parts of the sheet, base and cover, have
the same dimensions, so that the cover substantially cov-
ers the base completely.

[0015] According to a further embodiment, the base
and the cover are made from two parts of sheet separated
from each other and joined along the line 4 by means of
appropriate fixing means (adhesives, glue, clips etc...).

[0016] On its front surface, such a base has a film 22
made of plastic material, suitable for contact with foods,
which is superimposed on the at least one paperboard
layer 21 of the sheet. The foodstuff A is positioned on
such film and then covered by a wrap 23 according to
the so-called "skin pack" technology or may be vacuum-
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wrapped or wrapped in a controlled atmosphere still by
means of such wrap. The film can be realised on the base
only, oritcan berealised on the entire sheet and therefore
on the cover 3 as well.

[0017] The cover can be provided with at least one
opening 31 which when the cover itself is bent on the
base, allows the foodstuff to project out of the cover and
also allows the foodstuff to be seen throughit. Such open-
ing may be of any shape and size.

[0018] The package is also provided with a seal 5, ar-
ranged on a portion of the joining edge between the base
and the cover.

[0019] The sheet may be provided both on the front
and on the back with instructions relative to the packaged
product (brand(s), weight, organoleptic features, product
codes, bar codes etc. and information for the consumer),
but also characteristics of the packaging itself.

[0020] In particular, it is advantageous that such indi-
cations are only present on the cover (also on both sur-
faces), leaving the base dedicated to the storage of the
food only.

[0021] Furthermore, all of the rear surface of the sheet
can display instructions.

[0022] Clearly a package of this type makes the proc-
ess for the packaging of the product simpler, since a sin-
gle package is realised rather than a double package
made with two separate systems, as indicated in pack-
ages ofthe prior art. There are no manual treatment steps
for the package and the instructions on the cover can
also be realised after the packaging of the foodstuff on
the base.

[0023] Furthermore, in a suitable peripheral position
on the package, in particular on the base and/or on the
cover, ahole can be made that allows the closed package
to be positioned on a display rack vertically. Alternatively,
the hole can be made on a support that is in turn then
fixed to the package vertically. Such hole can have a
"sombrero" conformation. When the package is dis-
played vertically the skin covering of the foodstuff does
not allow it to move due to the effect of gravity, keeping
it blocked in such position.

[0024] The packaging process of the foodstuff in a first
embodiment according to the present invention envisag-
es the package being made starting from a pre-scored
paperboard sheet, that is a sheet on which the required
outlines have already been performed (i.e. bending line
4, opening 31, sombrero hole) and the film 22 has already
been positioned. Subsequently, the cover 3 is bent un-
derneath the base 2 so that only the top surface of the
base remains exposed with the film covering. The food-
stuff is positioned on such film which is covered by the
skin-pack technology wrap. Finally, the cover is bent until
it is superimposed on the base and closed.

[0025] Alternatively, the step of bending the cover un-
der the base can be omitted and the pre-scored sheet
can be positioned open in the machine which performs
the skin-pack technology wrap.

[0026] In this case, two possibilities may be provided:
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either the skin-pack technology wrap is positioned only
on the base 2 or on the whole sheet, including the cover.
In this second case, the transparent wrap also covers
the opening 31 when provided and is not removed in that
zone. The visibility of the product is however allowed, as
the wrap 23 is transparent.

[0027] According to a further embodiment of the proc-
ess, first a reel of paperboard is provided with a surface
film, which may be unrolled onto the machine that pack-
ages the food.

[0028] The foodstuff is positioned therein on the un-
rolled reel which is covered by a skin-pack technology
wrap. Subsequently the paperboard is die-cut and the
required outlines are performed (i.e. bendingline 4, open-
ing 31, sombrero hole etc...).

Claims

1. A package for foodstuffs (A), comprising atleastone
sheet formed by at least one layer of paperboard
divided into two parts, the first of which is a base (2)
adapted to have a foodstuff positioned thereon, the
second of which is a cover (3) which can at least
partly overlap such a base, which may be joined
thereto by means of a bending or fixing line (4), there
being at least on such a base a film (22) made of
plastic material suitable for contact with foods, which
is superimposed on the paperboard layer (21) of the
sheet, there being positioned on such a film the food-
stuff (A), which is covered by a plastic wrap (23).

2. A package according to claim 1, wherein the cover
is provided with atleastone opening (31) which when
the cover itself is superimposed on the base, allows
the foodstuff to be seen through it.

3. A package according to claim 1, wherein the base
and the cover are part of the same sheet which may
be folded on itself by means of such a bending line
(4) formed by stressing or by creasing or by scoring
the sheet.

4. A package according to claim 1, wherein the base
and the cover are made from two parts of sheet de-
tached from each other and joined along the fixing
line (4) by means of suitable fixing means such as
adhesives, glue, staples, etc.

5. A package according to claim 1, wherein the pack-
age is provided with a seal (5) arranged on a portion
of the joining edge between the base and the cover.

6. A package according to claim 1, wherein the sheet
is provided both on the front and on the back with
instructions relative to the packaged product such
as for example brand(s), weight, organoleptic fea-
tures, product codes, bar codes, instructions for the
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consumer and characteristics of the packaging itself.

A package according to claim 6, wherein such in-
structions are present only on the cover, leaving the
base dedicated only to the preservation of the food.

A package according to claim 1, wherein the base
and the cover may be square, rectangular, oval or
round.

A package according to claim 1, wherein the two
parts of the sheet, base and cover, have the same
dimensions so that the cover substantially complete-
ly covers the base.

A package according to claim 1, wherein such a film
(22) may be made only on the base, or may be made
on the whole sheet and therefore also on the cover

).

A package according to claim 1, wherein such a plas-
tic wrap (22) is positioned on the food according to
the so-called "skin pack" technology or may vacuum-
wrap the food or wrap it in a controlled atmosphere.

A process for packaging foodstuffs, comprising the
following steps:

a) providing at least one pre-scored paperboard
sheet, that is a sheet on which outlines have
been made which define a base (2) and a cover
(3) joined by a bending line (4), such a cover
being at least partly superimposable on such a
base, a plastic film (22) suitable for contact with
foods being present at least on such a base;
b) bending the cover (3) under the base (2) so
that only the upper surface of the base remains
exposed;

c) positioning the foodstuff (A) on such a base;
d) covering atleast such a base and the foodstuff
with a plastic wrap (23);

e) bending the cover up to superimposing it on
the base to close the package.

A process for packaging foodstuffs, comprising the
following steps:

a) providing at least one pre-scored paperboard
sheet, that is a sheet on which outlines have
been made which define a base (2) and a cover
(3) joined by a bending line (4), such a cover
being at least partly superimposable on such a
base, a plastic film (22) suitable for contact with
foods being present at least on such a base;

b) positioning the sheet in open position with the
surfaces of the base and the cover exposed and
positioning the foodstuff (A) on such a base;

c) covering the base with the foodstuff and the
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cover with a plastic wrap (23);
d) bending the cover up to superimposing it on
the base to close the package.

14. A process according to claims 11 and 12, wherein

step a) provides making an opening (31) in the cover.

15. A process for packaging foodstuffs, comprising the

following steps:

a) providing a reel of paperboard provided with
surface film, which may be unrolled onto a ma-
chine that packages the food,

b) positioning the foodstuff (A) on the unrolled
reel,

c) covering such a foodstuff with a plastic wrap,
d) outline cutting the paperboard so as to form
abase (2) atthe positioned foodstuff and a cover
(3), which are joined by a bending line (4), such
a cover being at least partly superimposable on
such a base,

e) bending the cover up to superimposing it on
the base to close the package.

16. A process according to claim 14, wherein step d)

provides making an opening (31) in the cover.
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Fig. 4
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