EP 3 367 224 A1

(1 9) Europdisches

: Patentamt

European
Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(11) EP 3 367 224 A1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication:
29.08.2018 Bulletin 2018/35

(21) Application number: 18167619.8

(22) Date of filing: 15.05.2014

(51) IntCl.:
GOG6F 3/048(2013.07) HO04B 7102 (2018.07)
HO04W 24102 (2009.01) HO4W 8808 (2009.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FI FR GB
GRHRHUIEISITLILT LULV MC MK MT NL NO
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 09.07.2013 US 201361844057 P
14.05.2014 US 201414277167

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in
accordance with Art. 76 EPC:
14822182.3 / 3 019 940

(71) Applicant: Commscope Technologies LLC
Hickory, NC 28602 (US)

(72) Inventors:
e ALDEN, Sandra D.
Bedford, VA Virginia 24523 (US)

*« HANSON, Van E.
Forest, VA Virginia 24551 (US)
¢ WILLIAMSON, Michael J.
Clayton, NC North Carolina 27527 (US)

(74) Representative: Abel & Imray

Westpoint Building
James Street West
Bath BA1 2DA (GB)

Remarks:

This application was filed on 16-04-2018 as a
divisional application to the application mentioned
under INID code 62.

(54) SIGNAL DISTRIBUTION INTERFACE

(67)  Auserinterface fora distributed antenna system
(DAS) is provided. When executed by a processor, a sig-
nal distribution engine receives information about signals
transported by the DAS and components of the DAS.
The signal engine generates a signal set assignment us-
er interface including a list of signals transported by the
DAS and a signal set formation area for receiving a signal
set. The signal engine also generates a signal distribution

user interface that includes representations of signal
sets, hardware components, and associations between
hardware components. In response to receiving a re-
quest to associate the signal set with a specified hard-
ware component, a command is output to configure a
signal path so that signals in the signal set are provided
to the specified hardware component.

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 3 367 224 A1 2

Description

Cross-Reference to Related Application

[0001] A priority claim is hereby made to U.S. Provi-
sional Application Serial No. 61/844,057, filed July 9,
2013 and titled "Signal Distribution Interface," and U.S.
Application Serial No. 14/277,167, filed May 14, 2014
and titled "Signal Distribution Interface," the contents of
both of which are incorporated herein by reference.

Background

[0002] A distributed antenna system ("DAS") may be
used to extend the coverage of a telecommunications
system. DAS’s may include various components, such
as central access nodes, expansion nodes, and universal
access points. Configuration of a DAS can be challeng-
ing. Because distribution of signals through a DAS can
be complex, the DAS is typically planned in advance of
the installation of the system. After installation, configur-
ing a DAS can be challenging.

Summary

[0003] The subject matter described herein includes
methods and systems for controlling signals in a distrib-
uted antenna system via a signal distribution interface.
[0004] Accordingto one example, the system includes
a processor device and a non-transitory computer-read-
able medium on which a signal distribution engine is
stored and which is executable by the processor device.
The system is configured to receive information about
signals transported by the DAS and about hardware com-
ponents of the distributed antenna system that include a
headend component and a remote component. The sys-
tem is further configured to generate a signal set assign-
ment user interface that includes a representation of sig-
nals transported by the system and a representation of
signal sets. Each signal set includes one or more of the
signals transported by the system. The system is further
configured to generate a signal distribution user interface
that includes representations of signal sets, hardware
components, and associations between the signal sets
and the hardware components. Responsive to receiving
a command via the signal distribution user interface to
associate a signal set with a specified hardware compo-
nent, the system is configured to output a command to
cause the distributed antenna system to configure a sig-
nal path so that signals in the signal set are provided to
the specified hardware component.

[0005] Accordingto another example, a non-transitory
computer-readable medium has computer-executable
instructions that, when executed by a computer having
adisplay, enable the computertodisplay a graphical user
interface. The graphical user interface is configured to
display a signal set assignment user interface including
a list of signals transported by a distributed antenna sys-
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tem (DAS) and a list of editable signal sets. Each signal
set includes one or more of the signals transported by
the DAS. The graphical user interface is further config-
ured to display a signal distribution user interface. The
signal distribution user interface includes a first grouping
of one or more widgets, a second grouping of one or
more widgets, and a list of signal sets. In the first group-
ing, each widget represents a headend component of the
DAS. The second grouping of one or more widgets rep-
resents one or more remote units in the DAS that are
associated with the headend components of the first
grouping. The list of signal sets represents groups of sig-
nals to be transported in the DAS.

[0006] The details of one or more aspects and exam-
ples are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the
description below. Other features and aspects will be-
come apparent from the description, the drawings, and
the claims.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0007]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting an example of a
distributed antenna system according to one aspect
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting an example of a
computing device according to one aspect of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 3 depicts an example of a screen face of a land-
ing page of a signal distribution user interface ac-
cording to one aspect of the present disclosure.
FIG. 4 depicts an example of a screen face of a signal
set assignment user interface for assigning signals
to signal sets according to one aspect of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 5 depicts an example of a screen face of a signal
distribution user interface for associating signal sets
to DAS components according to one aspect of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 6 depicts an example of a screen face of a signal
distribution user interface for selecting a signal set
and highlighting corresponding associations to DAS
components according to one aspect of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 7 depicts an example of a screen face of a signal
distribution user interface for selecting a DAS com-
ponent and highlighting corresponding associations
to signal sets according to one aspect of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 8 depicts an example of a screen face of a quick
reference i-link help guide according to one aspect
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 9 depicts a process flow diagram for configuring
a DAS according to one aspect of the present dis-
closure.
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Detailed Description

[0008] Certain aspects and features relate to a signal
distribution interface usable for controlling signals in a
distributed antenna system (DAS). The signal distribution
interface can be agraphical userinterface (GUI) by which
the DAS can be configured and that provides a successful
user experience from the perspective of the user with
limited knowledge. The GUI can be generated by a com-
puting device. The GUI may provide elements to allow a
user to visualize a model of the system. The visual model
of the DAS can allow the user to interact with the DAS
hardware to plan the distribution of signal inputs to out-
puts. The signal distribution interface or GUl is made sim-
ple and intuitive by, for example, using visual cues and
user action support to fill in gaps of a user’'s knowledge
and provide guidance to facilitate the setup process. In
response toinputs from a user received by the GUI, signal
distribution in the DAS can be configured, changed, con-
trolled, and established.

[0009] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example of a
DAS 100 with a computing device 102 and communica-
tively coupled to signal sources 104, 106, such as base
transceiver stations BTS-1, BTS-2, BTS-3, and BTS-4.
The DAS 100 includes two central access nodes (CAN'’s)
CAN-A 108, CAN-B 110 that are each a headend. The
CAN’s 108-110 can transceive signals between the sig-
nal sources 104 and universal access points (UAPs) di-
rectly or through expansion nodes over communication
cables, optical fiber, or wirelessly. For example, CAN-A
108 can directly transceive signals with UAPs 112 and
CAN-B 110 can directly transceive signals with UAPs
114. Alternatively, CAN-A 108 can indirectly transceive
signals with UAPs 124 and 126 via transport expansion
nodes (TENs), TEN-A 116 and TEN-B 118, respectively.
CAN-B 110 can indirectly transceive signals with UAPs
128, 130 via TEN-C 120 and TEN-D 122, respectively.
An example of a UAP includes a remote unit or a remote
antenna unit. UAPs can each wirelessly communicate
with mobile devices. In some aspects, UAPs may be po-
sitioned in a building or tunnel to extend wireless com-
munication coverage.

[0010] A CAN may also route signals through other
CANs to UAPs associated with the other CANs. For ex-
ample, a signal from signal source BTS-1 associated with
CAN-A 108 may be routed through CAN-B 110 to UAP-
4 114. In some aspects, a separate switching and com-
bining device (not shown) may be provided between a
CAN and UAP and usable to interconnect the CAN and
the UAP.

[0011] CAN-A 108 includes a controller 132 that can
detectthe existence of hardware, such as UAPs 112-114,
124-130, TENs 116-122, and other CANs 110 in the DAS
100 and certain information about the status of operation
of the hardware. The controller 132 can be communica-
tively coupled to the computing device 102. The comput-
ing device 102 can receive information from the controller
132 and provide command signals to the controller 132
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for controlling the distribution of signals between signal
sources 104 and UAPs 112-114, 124-130. Information
about signals transported by the DAS can be received
from a source in the DAS or from a source outside of the
DAS, such as a connected BTS. Information about sig-
nals transported by the DAS can be received either sep-
arately or in combination from the sources. For example,
the controller 132 can respond to command signals from
the computing device 102 by changing the UAPs
112-114, 124-130 that wirelessly transmit certain signals
from a certain source 104 or 106.

[0012] FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram of an example
of the computing device 102. Examples of the computing
device 102 can include a computer, a server, a laptop, a
mobile device, and a tablet computer. The computing
device 102 includes a memory 202, a processor device
204, and an input/output (1/0) interface 206. The memory
202 may be a non-transitory computer-readable medium
that tangibly stores executable code, such as a signal
distribution engine 208. The signal distribution engine
208, when executed by the processor device 204, can
cause the computing device 102 to perform actions. Ex-
amples of actions include generating a GUI for display
by the display device 210 and providing commands to
the controller 132, through the I/O interface.

[0013] FIGs. 3-8 depict examples of screen faces that
may be generated by the processor device 204 executing
the signal distribution engine 208.

[0014] FIG. 3 depicts an example of a landing page
screen face 300 showing sets of signals 302 (e.g., SO to
S5) that can be associated with different hardware of a
DAS. The same signal may be included in more than one
signal set. The bottom portion 304 of the screen face 300
identifies the extension nodes (i.e., TENs) that are in-
cluded in the DAS. In the example shown, TEN.5 is se-
lected as illustrated by selection 306 and, once selected,
UAPs associated with TEN.5 are displayed in the upper
portion 308 of the screen face 300. Shown for each TEN
and UAP is a freeform text description 314 that is the
location of the TEN or UAP, but may include other infor-
mation. Associated with each hardware component 312
(e.g., TEN and UAP) are the sets of signals 316 currently
associated with the hardware component. In some as-
pects, ausercan hoverovera UAP usingan inputdevice,
such as a mouse device, to receive freeform text infor-
mation about the UAP. An indicator 318 associated with
each UAP can indicate the condition of the UAP. Exam-
ples ofindicators 318 caninclude: turned on and radiating
signals (e.g., UAP.1in the depicted example), connected
but not radiating any signals (e.g., UAP.14 in the depicted
example), and not radiating and associated with an alarm
condition (e.g., UAP.6 in the depicted example). Alarm
conditions and levels can also be represented on the
screen face 300. For example, an alarm status 320 in
the upper corner of the screenface 300 indicates different
types of alarms and the number of alarms for each type.
Also shown with respect to TEN.13 is an alarm indicator
322 representing that an alarm exists associated with
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TEN.13. Selecting the alarm indicator 322 may cause
the computing device 102 to generate an alarm interface
(not shown) through which a user can receive additional
information about an alarm. The interface 300 also in-
cludes an "i-link" icon 324 that is selectable for displaying
a help menu, a "link" icon 326 that is selectable for as-
sociating signal sets to hardware, and a "diskette" icon
328 that is selectable for saving signal set distribution
changes.

[0015] As used herein, a "pane" can refer to a visual
area within a user interface. A pane can have a rectan-
gular or other two-dimensional shape and may or may
not overlap with the area of other panes. A pane can
display the output of, and allow input to, one or more
computing processes. A pane can be displayed by a
graphical display and can be manipulated with a pointer
or other input device. Panes can be resized, moved, hid-
den, restored or closed. Panes can also include multiple
graphical objects, such as a menu-bar, toolbar, controls,
icons, and a working area. In the working area, a docu-
ment, image, or other object can be displayed.

[0016] The signal distribution user interface shown in
FIG. 3 can include multiple panes for displaying different
types of information. Moreover, selectingitems (e.g., rep-
resentations of hardware components or signal sets) in
afirst pane can automatically change the information dis-
played in a second or third pane. The information dis-
played in the panes of the signal distribution user inter-
face can be interrelated. A first list of signal sets trans-
ported by the system can be positioned in a first pane
302. A list of zones in the system and a second list of
signals sets associated with each zone can be positioned
in a second pane 304. At least one of the zones in the
second pane can be selectable. For example, zone "Floor
6 Server Room" 306 is selected in FIG. 3. A list of remote
units associated with a selected zone and a third list of
signal sets associated with the selected zone can be po-
sitioned in a third pane 308. For example, the one or
more UAPs associated with zone "Floor 6 Server Room"
306 and their associated signal sets can be displayed in
third pane 308 in FIG. 3.

[0017] FIG. 4 is an example of a screen face by which
a new signal set can be added. The screen face 400 can
be accessed by selecting the "Add New Signal Set" op-
tion 238 on the screen face 300 of FIG. 3. FIG. 4 lists
available signals 402 in the DAS 100 as detected by the
controller 132. For each signal there is listed an identifi-
cation 404, an operator 406, a band 408, a type 410, a
sector 412, and MIMO information 414. A signal set can
be created by selecting one or more signals from the list
of available signals 402 and moving the signals using a
mouse device, or otherwise, to the area corresponding
to the assigned signal sets 416. For example, the user
can drag the available signals and drop them into area
416 or can select one or more signals from the list of
signals 402 and click arrows 418 to assign or unassign
signals. A signal set name can be inputted in box 420
and the signal set saved using save interface 422, after
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which the signal set can appear above the list of signals
402 available for being assigned to a hardware compo-
nent of the DAS 100.

[0018] Referring to FIG. 4, the signal set assignment
user interface can include an available signals pane 402
that includes a representation of signals transported by
the distributed antenna system that are available to be
assigned to a signal set. For example, the available sig-
nals pane 402 displays four examples of available sig-
nals: 1.0.R1.1.1,1.0.R1.1.2,1.0.R1.2.1, and 1.0.R1.2.2.
An assigned signals pane 416 can include a represen-
tation of signal sets transported by the distributed anten-
na system.

[0019] FIG. 5is an example of a screen face 500 in
which a signal set, S2, is being associated with UAP.1,
which is associated with TEN.5. The signal set S2 can
be associated with the UAP by a user dragging the rep-
resentation 502 of the signal set to the representation
504 of the UAP listed at the top of the screen face 500
as being associated with TEN.5 506. As the representa-
tion 502 of signal set S2 is being dragged, representa-
tions 508 of some UAPs are highlighted a certain color
(or another indicator) signifying that signal set S2 is al-
ready associated with the UAP, while representations
510 of other UAPs are highlighted with a different color
(or other indicator) signifying that signal set S2 is not
currently associated with the UAP. After the representa-
tion 502 of signal set S2 is dropped at the representation
504 of UAP.1 and the save icon is selected, the comput-
ing device 102 can output a command to the controller
132 to configure a path so that signals in signal set S2
are handled by UAP.1.

[0020] Inother aspects, a signal set can be associated
with a hardware component by left-clicking the represen-
tation of the hardware component to toggle the associa-
tion of the signal set with that hardware component. A
signal set can be associated with a TEN directly, which
can cause the signal set to be associated with UAPs as-
sociated with that TEN. A signal set can be associated
with a CAN directly, which can cause the signal set to be
associated with TENs and UAPs associated with that
CAN.

[0021] FIG. 6 depicts an example of a screen face in
which signal set S2 is selected and, in response, the com-
puting device causes the screen face to highlight the
components (using a color or other indicator) of the hard-
ware components (e.g., TENs and UAPs) with which the
signal setis currently associated. For example, as shown
in screen face 600, signal set S2 602 is selected causing
UAP.15 and UAP.16 606 and TEN.5 - TEN.10 604 to be
highlighted, indicating the hardware components with
which signal set S2 is currently associated.

[0022] FIG. 7 depicts an example of a screen face for
selecting a hardware component (e.g., UAP, TEN, CAN)
that highlights the associations that have been made with
the selected hardware component to signal sets. For ex-
ample, as shown in screen face 700, a hardware com-
ponent, TEN.5, is selected as indicated by selection 702
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and, in response, the computing device 102 highlights in
the list of signal sets the signal sets currently associated
with TEN.5, as indicated by selection 704.

[0023] FIG. 8 shows an example of a quick reference
guide screen face. The screen face 800 may be gener-
ated by the signal distribution engine 208 in response to
a user selecting the "i-link" icon 324 on a screen face
such as the example screen face 300 shown in FIG. 3.
In response to a selection of the "i-link" icon 324, the
signal distribution engine 208 can provide a quick refer-
ence guide 802 with information displayed in an informa-
tion portion 804 including but not limited to, for example,
adding a new signal set and associating signal sets with
DAS components.

[0024] In some aspects, additional visual cues can be
generated on the screen face to provide the user with
information and selectable options. Setting up a system
model for the user can depend on the context in which
the GUI is operating. Typically, the DAS GUI may be in
an operational context or a setup context. When in op-
erational context, the user can view current events and
alarms, signal status, and update the software, among
other things. When in setup context, the user can take
such actions as editing alarm settings, setting modem
parameters, and associating signal sources with desti-
nations. Visual cues can indicate context to the user. The
GUI may also allow the user to change context as need-
ed, so the widgets can allow for one or more actions. One
such action is a mouse click.

[0025] Othervisual cuesthatmay beincluded insetting
up the user system model include providing crumb trails
to the user or widgets representing various aspects of
the DAS. Crumb trails, or "breadcrumbs," may be used
to indicate to the user how he or she arrived at a certain
screen and allow him or her to go back to any previous
step using a single action (i.e., click). Crumb trails may
be displayed horizontally across the top of a screen face.
Crumb trails may provide links back to each previous
screen face the user navigated through to get to the cur-
rent screen face or - in hierarchical user interface struc-
tures - the parent screen face of the current screen face.
Crumb trails may provide a trail for the user to follow back
to the starting or entry point. A greater-than sign (>), for
example, may be used as a hierarchy separator, although
other glyphs (such as » or >) or graphical treatments may
also be used. Crumb trails may include location- and at-
tribute-type crumb trails. Location crumb trails may be
static and display where the screen face is located in the
hierarchy. Attribute crumb trails may provide information
that categorizes the current screen face.

[0026] The visual cues may also include widgets or
groupings of widgets. Widgets, or groups of widgets, may
represent devices in the system either because they are
well-known, look like the device in some way, and/or con-
tain excellent labeling. Widgets may be grouped in a
meaningful manner depending on the context in which
the user is working. For example, when the user interface
is operated in a setup context (e.g., during signal distri-
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bution definition), widgets indicating signal sources can
be grouped together in one section of the screen while
those indicating signal destinations can be grouped in
another section.

[0027] Assisting the non-expert user so that appropri-
ate user interactions with the system hardware can take
place can depend on visual cues. Highlighting a widget
or a set of widgets upon some action can prove helpful
in many ways. For example, if the user has chosen to
work in setup mode and clicks on a signal source widget,
the GUI can highlight it and all widgets representing the
receivers of the signal. So with a single action, the user
can immediately learn the signal distribution from that
single source. Another use of highlighting may be to alert
the user that a device has a problem.

[0028] User assistance can also be given by providing
high-level information about a device when the user hov-
ers over a widget representing that device. User actions
accepted by the device under the chosen context can be
provided via a menu when the user takes some action,
such as right-clicking.

[0029] In order for the user to retain a stable working
model, placement of visual cues can depend on the over-
all GUI hierarchy. For example, information and actions
that the user needs access to can be placed in the same
location on every screen. Such placement may be at the
outer edge of the screen, out of the "work" area.

[0030] For information and actions that are common
across screens of the same context, visual cues can be
placed in the same location on each of these screens for
ease of locating the cues.

[0031] Actions that are allowed by the GUI may be ei-
ther pointer operations or keyboard operations. Pointer
operations caninclude mouse actions and touch actions.
Each of these types of operation allow the user to do one
or more of the following: left click, right click, double click,
drag (i.e., to scroll), hover, drag and drop, select one or
more widgets, zoom in, and zoom out.

[0032] Mouse operations may be accomplished using
a mouse or by using the keyboard to mimic a mouse,
referred to as mouse keys. Touch-sensitive screens can
be used in many devices, including notebooks, kiosks,
and mobile devices. Such devices can detect the pres-
ence and location of a touch or multiple touches through
several means, among them: capacitive sensing and re-
sistive sensing. Keyboard actions can allow the user to
enter data while in setup context, tab through entries,
and choose multiple items, etc. Other types of input de-
vices, such as haptic-enabled devices can be used.
[0033] The components of the DAS 100 can be phys-
ically connected prior to user involvement via the GUI. If
the components 102-130 are powered on, then the soft-
ware in the various components 102-130 can determine
information regarding the incoming signals thatit detects,
thus allowing the signal inputs to be automatically con-
figured. Intervention on the part of the user may not be
necessary to set up the system 100 in many cases. The
incoming sources, however, may be associated with the
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necessary destinations for the signals to be propagated
across the system as planned. This is a task that can be
difficult to automate because too many assumptions may
be made. This is a task typically requiring user configu-
ration. By using a combination of visual cues and user
action support, it may be possible to provide a simple,
intuitive tool that will allow the user who is not an expert
user to successfully complete this task in a few easy
steps.

[0034] Associations may be made via drag and drop
operations or by a guided, set of steps using the methods
discussed above.

[0035] FIG. 9 depicts a process flow diagram for con-
figuring the DAS based on the userinstructions according
to one aspect of the present disclosure. Signal transport
information 902, hardware identification information 904,
and other information or parameters of the DAS 906 may
be sent from the DAS controller 132 to the computing
device 102. The computing device 102 may use the sig-
nal transport information 902, the hardware identification
information 904, and other information 906 to generate
a signal distribution interface and a signal set assignment
user interface at process 908.

[0036] As described above, the signal distribution in-
terface may include displaying or otherwise presenting
to the user 900 a first grouping of one or more widgets,
where each widget represents a headend component,
such as a CAN, of the DAS. A second grouping of one
or more widgets representing one or more remote units
in the DAS that are associated with a headend compo-
nent of the first grouping. The signal distribution interface
may also include a list of signal sets representing groups
of signals to be transported in the DAS. A general alarm
indicator representing an alarm status for all hardware
components in the DAS may also be provided. Individual
alarm indicators representing an alarm status for individ-
ual hardware components or groups of hardware com-
ponents in the DAS may be provided in addition to the
general alarm indicator. The signal distribution interface
may also include tabs for switching between user con-
texts, such as an operational context whereby the user
canview events and alarms, view signal status, or update
software and a setup context whereby the user can edit
alarm settings, set hardware component parameters, or
associate signal sources with hardware components.
The signal distribution interface may also include crumb
trails for indicating a location or attribute of a currently
displayed screen face.

[0037] The signal set assignment user interface may
include a list of signals transported by a DAS and a list
of editable signal sets. Each signal set includes one or
more of the signals that are transported by the DAS. Sig-
nals can be assigned to a signal set by various user in-
terface means. For example, a signal can be dragged
and dropped onto a desired signal set or can be selected
and a separate button may be activated in order to as-
sociate the signal with a signal set.

[0038] The computing device may output the signal
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distribution interface and the signal set assignment inter-
face as audiovisual data for display on a computer at
process 910. The computer may include a variety of in-
put/output means for receiving mouse actions or touch
actions such as single-clicking, double-clicking, click-
holding, click-releasing, single finger touch, and multi-
finger touch.

[0039] At process 912, the user 900 may initiate a re-
quest to associate a signal set with a hardware compo-
nent via the signal distribution interface. For example, as
described above with respect to FIG. 5, the signal set S2
can be associated with the UAP.1 by a user dragging the
representation 502 of the signal set to the representation
504 of the UAP listed at the top of the screen face 500.
[0040] In response to receiving the request 912, the
computing device 102 may generate instructions, at proc-
ess 914, for configuring the DAS controller 132 to provide
the signals in the signal set identified by the request 912
to the hardware component also identified by the request
912. For example, the computing device 102 may con-
figure the DAS controller 132 to route signals associated
with the signal set S2 to the hardware component UAP.1.
The instructions generated at process 914 may be pro-
vided at process 916 to the DAS controller 132 for exe-
cution.

[0041] The foregoing description of the examples, in-
cluding illustrated examples, of the invention has been
presented only for the purpose of illustration and descrip-
tion and is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
invention to the precise forms disclosed. Numerous mod-
ifications, adaptations, and uses thereof will be apparent
to those skilled in the art without departing from the scope
of this invention. The illustrative examples described
above are given to introduce the reader to the general
subject matter discussed here and are not intended to
limit the scope of the disclosed concepts.

[0042] The invention also comprises the following
clauses:

Clause 1: A system, comprising:

a processor device; and

a non-transitory computer-readable medium on
which a signal distribution engine is stored and
which is executable by the processor device for:

receiving information about signals trans-
ported by a distributed antenna system
(DAS) and about hardware components of
the DAS thatinclude a headend component
and a remote component;

generating a signal set assignment user in-
terface thatincludes a representation of sig-
nals transported by the system and a rep-
resentation of signal sets that include the
signals transported by the system;
generating a signal distribution user inter-
face that includes representations of signal
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sets, hardware components, and associa-
tions between the signal sets and the hard-
ware components; and

responsive to receiving a command via the
signal distribution user interface to associ-
ate a signal set with a specified hardware
component, outputtinga command to cause
the DAS to configure a signal path so that
signals in the signal set are provided to the
specified hardware component.

Clause 2: The system of clause 1, wherein the signal
distribution engine is executable by the processor
for generating the signal distribution user interface
that includes an indicator of an alarm condition.

Clause 3: The system of clause 1, wherein the signal
distribution user interface includes:

an operational context in which events and
alarms are viewable, signal status is viewable,
or options for updating software are viewable;
and

a setup context in which alarm settings are ed-
itable, hardware component parameters are re-
ceived, or signal sources are associated with
hardware components.

Clause 4: The system of clause 3, wherein the sys-
tem is switchable between the operational context
and the setup context.

Clause 5: The system of clause 3, wherein the signal
distribution engine is executable by the processor
for generating the signal distribution user interface
thatincludes generating a context-dependent group-
ing of visual cues based on whether the system is
operating in the operational context or the setup con-
text.

Clause 6: The system of clause 3, wherein the signal
distribution engine is executable by the processor
for generating the signal distribution user interface
that includes generating visual cues wherein a loca-
tion of the visual cues is independent of the context
in which the system is operating.

Clause 7: The system of clause 1, wherein the signal
distribution user interface includes:

a first list of signal sets transported by the sys-
tem, the list of signal sets being positioned in a
first pane;

a list of zones in the system and a second list of
signals sets associated with each zone, the list
of zones and the second list of signals sets being
positioned in a second pane, wherein at least
one of the zones is selectable; and
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a list of remote units associated with a selected
zone and a third list of signal sets associated
with the selected zone, the list of remote units
and the third list of signal sets being positioned
in a third pane.

Clause 8: A method, the method comprising:

receiving information about signals transported
by a distributed antenna system (DAS);
receiving identification and parameters from the
controller in the DAS about hardware compo-
nents of the DAS thatinclude atleast a headend
component and a remote component;
generating a signal set assignment user inter-
face thatincludes a list of signals transported by
the system and a signal set formation area for
receiving one or more signals constituting a sig-
nal set;

generating a signal distribution user interface
that includes representations of signal sets,
hardware components, and associations be-
tween the hardware components; and
responsive to receiving a command via the sig-
nal distribution user interface to associate the
signal set to a specified hardware component,
outputting a command to the controller to cause
the DAS to configure a signal path so that signals
in the signal set are provided to the specified
hardware component.

Clause 9: The method of clause 8, further comprising
providing an indicator of an alarm condition in the
signal distribution user interface.

Clause 10: The method of clause 8, wherein gener-
ating the signal distribution user interface further in-
cludes:

providing an operational contextin which current
events and alarms are viewable, signal status
is viewable, and options for updating software
are viewable; and

providing a setup contextin which alarm settings
are editable, hardware component parameters
are received, or signal sources are associated
with hardware components.

Clause 11: The method of clause 10, further com-
prising generating visual cues, in the signal distribu-
tion user interface, that are located independent of
the context in which the system is operating.

Clause 12: The method of clause 10, further com-
prising generating representations of components in
the distributed antenna system, in the signal distri-
bution user interface, that are grouped based on
whether the system is operating in the operational
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context or the setup context.

Clause 13: A signal distribution user interface, com-
prising:

afirst pane thatincludes a representation of sig-
nal sets transported by a distributed antenna
system; and

a second pane that includes a representation of
hardware components in the distributed anten-
na system and a representation of associations
between the signal sets and the hardware com-
ponents in the distributed antenna system,
wherein the signal distribution user interface is
configured to respond to receiving a command
to associate a signal set with a specified hard-
ware component by outputting a command to
cause the distributed antenna system to config-
ure a signal path to allow signals in the signal
set to be provided to the specified hardware
component,

wherein the user interface is configured to be
generated by a processor device executing a
signal distribution engine stored on a non-tran-
sitory computer-readable medium.

Clause 14: The signal distribution user interface of
clause 13, wherein the signal distribution user inter-
face is configured to receive the signal sets from a
signal set assignment user interface, where the sig-
nal set assignment user interface is configured to
display an available signals pane thatincludes a rep-
resentation of signals transported by the distributed
antenna system that are available to be assigned to
a signal set, and an assigned signals pane that in-
cludes a representation of signal sets transported by
the distributed antenna system.

Clause 15: The signal distribution user interface of
clause 13, wherein the second pane is further con-
figured to display a list of zones in the system and
signal sets associated with the zones, where the sig-
nal distribution user interface is configured to display
a third pane displaying a list of remote units and sig-
nal sets associated with the remote units, the third
pane being configured to display a zone selected
from among the list of zones displayed in the second
pane.

Clause 16: The signal distribution user interface of
clause 15, wherein the signal distribution user inter-
face is further configured to display:

an operational context in which current events
and alarms are viewable, signal status is view-
able, and options for updating software are view-
able; and

a setup context in which alarm settings are ed-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

itable, hardware component parameters are re-
ceived, or signal sources are associated with
hardware components.

Clause 17: The signal distribution user interface of
clause 16, wherein a location of the first pane, the
second pane, and the third pane is based on whether
the system is operating in the operational context or
the setup context.

Clause 18: The signal distribution user interface of
clause 16, wherein a location of the first pane, the
second pane, and the third pane is independent of
the context in which the system is operating.

Clause 19: The signal distribution user interface of
clause 16, further comprising a signal distribution us-
erinterface configured to be displayable on a display
device, the signal distribution user interface being
configured to display:

a first grouping of one or more visual cues, each
visual cue representing a headend component
of a distributed antenna system (DAS);

a second grouping of one or more visual cues,
each visual cue representing one or more re-
mote units in the DAS associated with a head-
end component of the first grouping; and

a list of signal sets, each signal set representing
a group of signals to be transported in the DAS.

Clause 20: The signal distribution user interface of
clause 19, further comprising a general alarm indi-
cator representing an alarm status for all hardware
components in the DAS and an individual alarm in-
dicator representing an alarm status for an individual
hardware component or a group of hardware com-
ponents in the DAS.

Claims

A computing device (102) for configuring a telecom-
munications system (100) having a central access
node (108, 110) and one or more remote units (112,
114, 124, 126, 128, 130) communicatively coupled
to the central access node (108, 110) with commu-
nication cables or optical fibers, comprising:

a processor device (204);

a non-transitory computer-readable medium
(202) on which a signal distribution engine (208)
is stored, wherein the signal distribution engine
(208) comprises computer-executable instruc-
tions that, when executed by the processor de-
vice (204), cause the processor device (204) to:

generate a graphical user interface, where-
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in the graphical user interface comprises:

a signal set assignment user interface
including a list of signals transported by
the telecommunications system (100)
and a list of editable assigned signal
sets, wherein each assigned signal set
includes one or more signals transport-
ed by the telecommunications system
(100);

a signal distribution user interface in-
cluding a first grouping of one or more
widgets representing the central ac-
cess node (108, 110) of the telecom-
munications system (100), a second
grouping of one or more widgets repre-
senting the one or more remote units
(112, 114, 124, 126, 128, 130) of the
telecommunications system (100), and
a list of assigned signal sets;

output the graphical user interface for dis-
play on a display device (210) communica-
tively coupled to the computing device
(102); and

in response to a user input to associate a
specified signal set with a specified remote
unit of the telecommunications system
(100), output a command to a controller
(132) of the telecommunications system
(100), whereinthe command causes the tel-
ecommunications system (100) to route sig-
nals associated with the specified signal set
to the specified remote unit of the telecom-
munications system (100) over the commu-
nication cable or optical fiber.

The computing device (102) of claim 1, wherein the
signal distribution user interface includes an indica-
tor of an alarm condition.

The computing device (102) of claim 1,

wherein the first grouping of one or more widgets
representing the central access node (108, 110) of
the telecommunications system (100) are positioned
in a first pane (304); and

wherein the second grouping of one or more widgets
representing the one or more remote units (112, 114,
124, 126, 128, 130) of the telecommunications sys-
tem (100) are positioned in a second pane (308);
wherein the list of assigned signal sets are positioned
in a third pane (302).

The computing device (102) of claim 1, wherein the
signal distribution user interface further comprises a
third grouping of one or more widgets representing
one or more expansion nodes (116, 118, 120, 122)
of the telecommunications system (100), wherein
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10.

the central access node (108, 110) is configured to
indirectly transceive signals with one or more remote
units (112, 114, 124, 126, 128, 130) via the one or
more expansion nodes (116, 118, 120, 122).

The computing device (102) of claim 1, wherein the
signal set assignment user interface includes an
available signals pane (402) that includes a repre-
sentation of signals transported by the telecommu-
nications system (100) that are available to be as-
signed to a signal set, and an assigned signals pane
(416) that includes a representation of assigned sig-
nal sets transported by the telecommunications sys-
tem (100).

The computing device (102) of claim 5, wherein the
representation of signals transported by the telecom-
munications system (100) includes an identification
(404), an operator (406), a band (408), a type (410),
a sector (412), and multiple-input and multiple-out-
put information (414).

The computing device (102) of claim 1, wherein the
computing device (102) is configured to receive in-
formation about the signals transported by the tele-
communications system (100) from the controller
(132) of the telecommunications system (100).

The computing device (102) of claim 1, wherein the
user input to associate a specified signal set with a
specified remote unit of the telecommunications sys-
tem (100) is provided at the signal distribution user
interface by dragging a representation (502) of the
specified signal set and dropping the representation
(502) of the specified signal set at: a representation
of the specified remote unit, a representation of an
expansion node associated with the specified re-
mote unit, or a representation of a central access
node associated with the specified remote unit.

The computing device (102) of claim 1, wherein the
user input to associate a specified signal set with a
specified remote unit of the telecommunications sys-
tem (100) is provided at the signal distribution user
interface by selecting a representation (502) of a
specified signal set and selecting: a representation
of the specified remote unit, a representation of an
expansion node associated with the specified re-
mote unit, or a representation of a central access
node associated with the specified remote unit.

A method of configuring a telecommunications sys-
tem having central access node and one or more
remote units communicatively coupled to the central
access node with communication cables or optical
fibers, the method comprising:

generating (908) a graphical user interface,
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wherein the graphical user interface comprises:

a signal set assignment user interface in-
cluding a list of signal transported by the
telecommunications system and a list of ed-
itable signal sets, wherein each signal set
includes one or more signals transported by
the telecommunications system;

a signal distribution user interface including
a first grouping of one or more widgets rep-
resenting the central access node of the tel-
ecommunications system, a second group-
ing of one or more widgets representing the
one or more remote units of the telecommu-
nications system, and a list of assigned sig-
nal sets;

outputting (910) the graphical user interface for
display on a display device; and

in response to a request to associate a specified
signal set with a specified remote unit of the tel-
ecommunications system, outputting (916) a
command to a controller of the telecommunica-
tions system, wherein the command causes the
telecommunications system to route signals as-
sociated with the specified signal setto the spec-
ified remote unit of the telecommunications sys-
tem over the communication cable or optical fib-
er.

The method of claim 10, further comprising providing
an indicator of an alarm condition in the signal dis-
tribution user interface.

The method of claim 10, wherein generating the
graphical user interface comprises:

providing an operational contextin which current
events and alarms are viewable, signal status
is viewable, or options for updating software are
viewable; and

providing a setup contextin which alarm settings
are editable, hardware component parameters
are received, or signal sources are associated
with hardware components.

The method of claim 10, further comprising receiving
(902) information about signals transported by a sys-
tem from the controller of the telecommunications
system.

The method of claim 10, wherein the request to as-
sociate a specified signal set with a specified remote
unit of the telecommunications system is provided
at the signal distribution user interface by dragging
a representation of the specified signal set and drop-
ping the representation of the specified signal set at:
a representation of the specified remote unit, a rep-
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resentation of an expansion node associated with
the specified remote unit, or a representation of a
central access node associated with the specified
remote unit.

The method of claim 10, wherein the request to as-
sociate a specified signal set with a specified remote
unit of the telecommunications system is provided
at the signal distribution user interface by selecting:
a representation of the specified remote unit, a rep-
resentation of an expansion node associated with
the specified remote unit, or a representation of a
central access node associated with the specified
remote unit.
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