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(54) CAPOTASTO

(67)  Acapotasto C includes a clamp 100 and a lever
400. The clamp 100 includes a supporting bar 200 and
a string pressing bar 300. The lever 400 is engaged with
the supporting bar 200 and with the string pressing bar
300. In a condition in which the clamp 100 has a neck 1
of a guitar between the supporting bar 200 and the string
pressing bar 300, when the lever 400 is pushed to the

Fig. 2A

neck 1, the clamp 100 is closed, and a pressing pad 332
of a string pressing part 330 of the clamp 100 presses
strings 3 onto a surface 1a of the neck 1. When the lever
400 is pulled out, the clamp 100 is opened by a biasing
force of an open spring 120 of the clamp 100, and the
capotasto C can be removed from the neck 1.

Fig. 2B

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 3 376 494 A1 2

Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Technical Field

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a performance
support device for a stringed instrument, such as a guitar
ora ukulele, and in particular, relates to a capotasto used
to collectively shorten the effective lengths of all strings
so as to transpose the entire instrument.

Background Art

[0002] Various designs and types of capotastos have
been developed. Typical structures of capotastos for
clamping a neck of a guitar include a clip structure for
retaining a fixed condition using a spring, a structure for
holding the neck from upper and lower sides in the same
way as a vise, and a structure to be fixed by hooking a
rubber band (refer to Japanese Examined Utility Model
(Registration) Application Publication No. 3043273, Jap-
anese Unexamined Patent Application Publication
(Translation of PCT Application) No. 2011-515709, and
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication
No. 2015-225335).

[0003] In view of various situations, for example, a sit-
uation in which a capotasto is used to perform transpo-
sition during a performance and a situation in which a
capotasto is reattached to another guitar in a short time,
anideal capotastois smoothly attachable and detachable
to a neck without requiring a large amount of force. How-
ever, a conventional capotasto is removed from a neck,
for example, in such a way that its lever is gripped to
release the state of attachment to the neck against a
force of its spring, and then it is pulled upwardly. In this
way, the conventional capotasto requires a prior action
different from a final action for removing it from the neck.
Thus, the conventional capotasto is difficult to smoothly
attach to and detach from a neck. Another conventional
capotasto using a spring may require a large force to
attach and detach it. Accordingly, some conventional ca-
potastos are difficult for users with a weak grip to use.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The present invention has been completed in
view of these circumstances, and an object of the present
invention is to provide a capotasto that is smoothly at-
tachable and detachable to a neck without requiring a
large force with minimal operation.

[0005] The presentinvention provides a capotasto that
can be detachably attached to a neck of a stringed in-
strument to press the strings of the stringed instrument
onto a surface of the neck. The capotasto includes a
clamp, an opening-direction urging member, and a clamp
opening-and-closing member. The clamp includes a sup-
porting bar and a string pressing bar for holding the neck
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therebetween. The supporting bar is configured to be ar-
ranged at a back surface side of the neck. The string
pressing bar is configured to be arranged at a surface
side of the neck and has a string pressing part provided
at its neck facing surface. The supporting bar and the
string pressing bar are openably and closeably supported
via an opening and closing shaft that are mounted to one
of the ends thereof. The supporting bar and the string
pressing bar have an opening therebetween at the other
of the ends thereof in the closed condition. The opening-
direction urging member is provided to the clamp and
urges in a direction to open the clamp. The clamp open-
ing-and-closing member is arranged in a side opposite
to the opening of the clamp. The clamp opening-and-
closing member elastically engages with the supporting
bar and with the string pressing bar and is slidable on
the supporting bar and on the string pressing bar approx-
imately along a width direction of the neck in a condition
in which the clamp clamps the neck. When being slid in
a direction approaching the opening and closing shaft,
the clamp opening-and-closing member closes the
clamp against an urging force of the opening-direction
urging member and enables clamping of the neck and
allowing the string pressing part to continue pressing the
surface of the neck. When being slid in a direction away
from the opening and closing shaft, the clamp opening-
and-closing member allows the clamp to open by the
urging force of the opening-direction urging member.
[0006] In the capotasto of the present invention, the
clamp opening-and-closing member may be pushed into,
and be slid, in the direction approaching the opening and
closing shaft, thatis, to the neck, from a conditionin which
the neck of the stringed instrument is inserted into the
clamp. In this case, the clamp closes and strongly clamps
the neck, whereby the capotasto is attached to the neck.
At this time, the string pressing part presses the surface
of the neck, and the strings are pressed onto the surface
of the neck, whereby transposition is performed. On the
other hand, when the clamp opening-and-closing mem-
ber is pulled and is slid in the direction away from the
opening and closing shaft, that is, in a direction away
from the neck from the attached condition, the clamp
opens. By further pulling the clamp opening-and-closing
member, the capotasto is detached from the neck.
[0007] As described above, the attachment and re-
moval relative to the neck are respectively performed with
one action by pressing and pulling the clamp opening-
and-closing member approximately along the width di-
rection of the neck. Thus, the capotasto is smoothly at-
tached to and is detached from the neck with minimal
operation. The clamp opening-and-closing member is
slid by using the entire arm of a player. This enables use
of a large force, thereby facilitating the movements of
attaching and detaching.

[0008] The clamp opening-and-closing member of the
present invention may be constituted primarily of a plate
spring. The plate spring extends in an approximately U
shape along an outside surface that extends from the
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supporting bar to the string pressing bar via the opening
and closing shaft and is provided around the outside sur-
face. The plate spring has an end part that slidably en-
gages with the supporting bar and has the other end that
slidably engages with the string pressing bar. In this case,
the clamp opening-and-closing member constituted pri-
marily of the U-shaped plate spring enables easy han-
dling of the capotasto. Moreover, in particular, this struc-
ture enables easy removal of the capotasto from the neck
because the capotasto is pulled by hooking a finger or
another tool at the clamp opening-and-closing member.
[0009] The string pressing part of the presentinvention
may have an elastic body configured to directly contact
the surface of the neck. The elastic body is swingably
supported by the string pressing bar via a swinging shaft
that is configured to be approximately parallel to an ex-
tending direction of the neck. This structure enables the
elastic body to reliably press all strings onto the surface
of the neck with a uniform force, thereby providing good
musical sound.

[0010] The string pressing bar or the supporting bar of
the present invention may be provided with a positioning
part configured to be fitted to an edge part of the neck to
position the clamp relative to the neck. This structure
enables stabilizing the attitude of the capotasto in attach-
ing the capotasto to the neck, thereby facilitating control
of the clamp opening-and-closing member.

[0011] Inthe presentinvention, in order notto damage
the neck, the clamp preferably has a cushion provided
at its part to contact the neck.

[0012] The capotasto of the presentinvention enables
smooth attachment and detachment relative to a neck
without requiring a large force with minimal operation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS
[0013]

Figs. 1A and 1B illustrate a capotasto according to
an embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 1A is
arear view, and Fig. 1B is a side view.

Figs. 2A and 2B illustrate the capotasto in an at-
tached state to a neck of a guitar. Fig. 2A is a side
view, and Fig. 2B is a front view.

Fig. 3 is a side view illustrating the capotasto in a
removed state from a neck of a guitar or in a state
prior to being attached to a neck of a guitar.

Figs. 4A to 4C illustrate a lever provided to the ca-
potasto. Fig. 4Ais a rear view, Fig. 4B is a side view,
and Fig. 4C is a front view.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION
[0014] Hereinafter, an embodiment employing the

present invention in a capotasto for a guitar will be de-
scribed with reference to the drawings.
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(1) Structure of Capotasto

[0015] Figs. 1A and 1B illustrate a capotasto C accord-
ing to an embodiment. Figs. 2A and 2B illustrate the ca-
potasto C in an attached state between frets 2 of a neck
1. Fig. 3 illustrates the capotasto C in a state removed
from the neck 1 or in a state prior to being attached to
the neck 1. The capotasto C of this embodiment is de-
tachably attached to the neck 1 from above in a condition
in which a player holds the guitar at a position for per-
formance, that is, in a condition in which a player holds
the neck 1 in an approximately horizontal direction.
[0016] As illustrated in Figs. 1A to 3, the capotasto C
includes a clamp 100 and a lever (clamp opening-and-
closing member) 400. The clamp 100 is constituted by
joining a supporting bar 200 and a string pressing bar
300 openably and closeably. The lever 400 is annular
and is used for opening and closing the clamp 100. When
the lever 400 is upwardly pulled out from the clamp 100
as illustrated in Fig. 3 from the condition illustrated in
Figs. 1A and 1B, the clamp 100 opens and is in an at-
tachable state to the neck 1 of the guitar.

[0017] Figs. 1A and 1B illustrates the capotasto C in a
condition in which the capotasto C is removed from the
neck 1 and the lever 400 is pushed into the clamp 100
to be received. The capotasto C may be stored and be
carried in this received condition. The clamp 100 in the
received condition slightly opens but does not further
close, and this slightly opened condition is the most
closed condition. In the following descriptions, unless
otherwise noted, upper and lower directions or vertical
direction and right and left directions or lateral direction
are defined relative to the clamp 100 in the state attached
to the neck 1, and an inside is defined as the neck 1 side
relative to the clamp 100 in the state attached to the neck
1.

[0018] The supporting bar 200 constituting the clamp
100 is formed into a shape having a main part 210 and
an upper end part 220. The main part 210 curvedly ex-
tends in the vertical direction so as to be approximately
along a back surface 1b of the neck 1. The upper end
part 220 has a curved shape that is inwardly curved into
an obtuse angle from an upper end of the main part 210.
The inside surface of the main part 210 that is configured
to face the back surface 1b of the neck 1 has a cushion
215 adhered thereon. The cushion 215 is made of an
elastic body such as rubber or synthetic resin, of each
type. Although the cushion 215 has an uneven surface
with two steps along from upward to downward in this
embodiment, the surface may have any shape.

[0019] The string pressing bar 300 constituting the
clamp 100 is formed into a shape having a main part 310
and an upper end part 320. The main part 310 extends
along the vertical direction. The upper end part 320 has
acurved shapethatisinwardly curvedinto an acute angle
from an upper end of the main part 310. The main part
310 is configured to face the surface 1a of the neck 1
and has a length sufficient to cover the entirety in the
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width direction of the neck 1. The main part 310 has a
string pressing part 330 provided to its inside surface that
is a facing surface to the neck 1.

[0020] The string pressing part 330 is configured of a
receiving plate 331 and a pressing pad (elastic body) 332
thatis adhered on the inside surface of the receiving plate
331. The receiving plate 331 extends along the main part
310. The pressing pad 332 is made of an elastic body
such as rubber or synthetic resin, of each type. The re-
ceiving plate 331 is slightly curved so as to be along the
neck 1, and the pressing pad 332 is also curved in a
similar manner asinthe receiving plate 331. The pressing
pad 332 is pressed against the surface 1a of the neck 1
to press all of strings 3 above the neck 1 onto the surface
1a of the neck 1. The pressing pad 332 has a cross sec-
tional shape formed into, for example, a triangle or a
baseball home base shape, so as to have an acute angle
at its tip edge that is to be contacted to the strings 3. The
receiving plate 331 is swingably supported at its center
in the longitudinal direction by the string pressing bar 300
via a swinging shaft 333 that extends laterally. Thus, the
pressing pad 332 is swingable via the swinging shaft 333
that is approximately parallel in the lateral direction, that
is, the extending direction of the neck 1 in the condition
in which the capotasto C is attached to the neck 1.
[0021] The upper end part 320 of the string pressing
bar 300 is configured to face an upper edge part of the
neck 1 and has a cushion (positioning part) 315 adhered
on its inside. The cushion 315 is made of the same ma-
terial as the cushion 215. The surface of the cushion 315
of the string pressing bar 300 is formed into a curved
surface so as to be approximately along the upper edge
part of the neck 1. The inside surface of the upper end
part 320 is formed into a curved surface that continues
to the inside surface of the main part 210 of the supporting
bar 200 in the received condition illustrated in Fig. 1B.
The main part 210 of the supporting bar 200 includes a
stopper wall 212 formed at its inside surface upper end.
The stopper wall 212 is configured to be brought into
contact with an end surface lower part 322 of the upper
end part 320 of the string pressing bar 300 to regulate
an open angle of the clamp 100 in the received condition.
[0022] The upper end part 320 of the string pressing
bar 300 is formed with a groove 323 that opens upwardly.
The upper end part 220 of the supporting bar 200 is fitted
into the groove 323, whereby the upper end parts 220
and 320 are rotatably overlapped. In this overlapped con-
dition, the upper end parts 220 and 320 are rotatably
connected to each other by an opening and closing shaft
110 that extends laterally. Thus, the clamp 100 is open-
ably and closeably supported via the opening and closing
shaft 110 and has an opening 100a at its other end side
(lower end side) so as to be open as illustrated in Fig.
1B. An opening spring (opening-direction urging mem-
ber) 120 is fitted to the opening and closing shaft 110
and urges the clamp 100 in an opening direction. The
opening spring 120 is a torsion coil spring fitted in a com-
pressed condition and has arms 122 and 123 at its re-
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spective ends. The arm 122 is elastically engaged with
an inner wall 221 formed in the upper end part of the
supporting bar 200, whereas the arm 123 is elastically
engaged with an inner wall 321 formed in the upper end
part 320 of the string pressing bar 300.

[0023] The supporting bar 200 has a guide groove 211
at each side surface in the lateral direction of the main
part 210. The guide grooves 211 extend in a slightly
curved form along the main part 210. Also, the string
pressing bar 300 has a guide groove 311 at each side
surface in the lateral direction of the main part 310. The
guide grooves 311 extend in a slightly curved form along
the main part 310.

[0024] The lever 400 includes an elastic part 410 as a
main body, and the elastic part 410 is formed of a plate
spring obtained by bending a stripped plate spring ma-
terial. The lever 400 is arranged in an upper side that is
opposite to the opening 100a side. As illustrated in Fig.
1B, the elastic part 410 of the lever 400 is formed into a
shape extending in an approximately U-shape (reversed
U-shape in Figs. 1A to 3) along an outside surface that
extends from the supporting bar 200 to the string pressing
bar 300 via the opening and closing shaft 110, and it is
arranged around this outside surface.

[0025] As illustrated in Figs. 4A to 4C, the elastic part
410 is provided with an engaging part 420 for engaging
with the supporting bar 200, at an end, and is also pro-
vided with an engaging part 430 for engaging with the
string pressing bar 300, at the other end. The engaging
part 420 for engaging with the supporting bar 200 has
engaging pieces 421 that form a fork shape. The engag-
ing pieces 421 forming a fork shape have a pair of rollers
422 that are respectively rotatably supported at inner
sides of their lower end parts via rotational shafts 423
extending in the lateral direction. The engaging part 420
engages with the supporting bar 200 such that the en-
gaging pieces 421 forming a fork shape pinch the sup-
porting bar 200 and that the rollers 422 at both sides are
respectively rollably fitted into the guide grooves 211 at
both sides of the supporting bar 200.

[0026] Similarly to this structure, the engaging part430
for engaging with the string pressing bar 300 also has
engaging pieces 431 that form a fork shape. The engag-
ing pieces 431 have a pair of rollers 432 that are respec-
tively rotatably supported atinner sides of their lower end
parts via rotational shafts 433 extending in the lateral
direction. The engaging part 430 engages with the string
pressing bar 300 such thatthe engaging pieces 431 form-
ing a fork shape pinch the string pressing bar 300 and
that the rollers 432 at both sides are respectively rollably
fitted into the guide grooves 311 at both sides of the string
pressing bar 300.

[0027] The engaging parts 420 and 430 may be made
separately from the elastic part 410, and these engaging
parts 420 and 430 may be provided by being fixed at
ends of the elastic part410 by welding or another method.
Alternatively, the engaging parts 420 and 430 may be
provided to the elastic part 410 in an integral manner.
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[0028] The engaging part 420 is engaged so as to be
slidable in the width direction, thatis, the vertical direction
of the neck 1 along the guide grooves 211 of the sup-
porting bar 200 via the rollers 422. Also, the engaging
part 430 is engaged so as to be slidable in the width
direction, that is, the vertical direction of the neck 1 along
the guide grooves 311 of the string pressing bar 300 via
the rollers 432. Thus, the lever 400 can be upwardly
pulled out from, and be downwardly pushed into, relative
to the clamp 100, as described above.

[0029] The guide grooves 211 and 311 are arranged
side by side and extend in the vertical direction, and they
are approximately parallel to each other so as to have a
maximum space therebetween in the vicinity of their in-
termediate points in the longitudinal direction, as viewed
from a side of the clamp 100 in the received condition as
illustrated in Fig. 1B. Thus, the lever 400 opens at the
greatest degree when the rollers 422 and 432 pass
through the intermediate points.

(2) Movement of Capotasto

[0030] Hereinafter, movement of the capotasto C that
is not attached to the neck 1 will be described.

(2-1) Received Condition

[0031] As illustrated in Fig. 1B, the capotasto C is in
the received condition when the lever 400 is pushed into
the clamp 100 until the rollers 422 and 432 (not shown
in Fig. 1B), which are supported at the lower end parts
of the lever 400 by the rotational shafts 423 and 433,
respectively reach the lower end parts of the guide
grooves 211 and 311. In this received condition, the elas-
tic part 410 of the lever 400 opens wider than its open
degree in a no-load condition as illustrated in Fig. 4B,
and therefore, an elastic force is generated in the lever
400 so that the engaging parts 420 and 430 come close
to each other in a closing direction. The resilient force of
the lever 400 due to the elastic force is greater than the
urging force of the opening spring 120 that urges the
clamp 100 in the opening direction. Although the clamp
100 is closed by the elasticity of the lever 400, since the
stopper wall 212 of the supporting bar 200 contacts the
end surface lower part 322 of the upper end part 320 of
the string pressing bar 300, the clamp 100 is regulated
so as to have an open angle in the received condition.

(2-2) Movement for Opening Clamp

[0032] When the lever 400 is pulled upwardly from the
clamp 100 in the received condition illustrated in Fig. 1B,
the rollers 422 and 432 respectively roll along the guide
grooves 211 and 311, whereby the lever 400 is opened.
As the lever 400 opens, the resilient force of the elastic
part 410 gradually increases accordingly. Then, the roll-
ers 422 and 432 respectively pass through the points in
the vicinity of the intermediate points of the guide grooves
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211 and 311, at which the resilient force is the greatest
due to the maximally opened lever 400. Thereafter, the
lever 400 is urged by the resilient force for closing the
lever 400 and immediately slides upwardly along the
guide grooves 211 and 311 until the rollers 422 and 432
respectively reach the upper end parts of the guide
grooves 211 and 311.

[0033] Meanwhile, in accordance with this movement,
the restriction by the elasticity of the lever 400 is released,
and the clamp 100 is opened by the urging force of the
opening spring 120 (refer to Fig. 3). The open angle of
the clamp 100 is regulated by the engagement of the
lever 400 with the supporting bar 200 and with the string
pressing bar 300 so as to have a space between the
supporting bar 200 and the string pressing bar 300 that
allows entering of the neck 1.

(2-3) Movement for Closing Clamp

[0034] While the lever 400 is pushed to the clamp 100
in the opened condition asillustrated in Fig. 3 against the
urging force of the opening spring 120, the rollers 422
and 432 respectively roll along the guide grooves 211
and 311. Thus, the lever 400 is open, whereby the resil-
ient force of the elastic part 410 is increased, and the
clamp 100 is fastened and is closed by the lever 400.
Then, the rollers 422 and 432 respectively pass through
the points at which the resilient force is the greatest due
to the maximally opened lever 400 in the vicinity of the
intermediate points of the guide grooves 211 and 311.
Thereafter, the lever 400 is urged by the resilient force
for closing the lever 400 and immediately slides down-
wardly along the guide grooves 211 and 311 until the
rollers 422 and 432 respectively reach the lower end parts
of the guide grooves 211 and 311. Thus, the capotasto
C returns to the received condition as illustrated in Fig.
1B.

(3) Movement for Attaching or Detaching Capotasto Rel-
ative to Neck

[0035] Next, movement for attaching the capotasto C
to the neck 1 of the guitar will be described, followed by
description of movement for removing the capotasto C
from the neck 1 of the guitar.

(3-1) Attachment to Neck

[0036] To attach the capotasto C to the neck 1, the
lever 400 is pulled out from the clamp 100 to open the
clamp 100, as illustrated in Fig. 3. In a condition in which
the supporting bar 200 is arranged at a player side (left
side in Fig. 3) whereas the string pressing bar 300 is
arranged at a front side of the player (right side in Fig.
3), this clamp 100 is downwardly fitted to the neck 1 be-
tween the frets 2 of the neck 1 as illustrated in Fig. 2B.
The clamp 100 has the supporting bar 200 arranged at
the back surface 1b side of the neck 1 and has the string
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pressing bar 300 arranged at the surface 1a side of the
neck 1, thereby clamping the neck 1.

[0037] Next, the capotasto C is positioned by fitting the
cushion 315 to the upper edge part of the neck 1 while
holding the lever 400. In this condition, the above-de-
scribed "Movement for Closing Clamp" is performed.
That s, the lever 400 is downwardly pressed to the neck
1. The lever 400 that is downwardly pressed strongly
fastens the clamp 100, and the clamp 100 strongly
clamps the neck 1, whereby the capotasto C is attached
to the neck 1 as illustrated in Figs. 2A and 2B. In this
attached condition, the pressing pad 332 of the string
pressing part 330 is pressed against the surface 1a of
the neck 1, causing all of the strings 3 to be pressed onto
the surface 1a of the neck 1. As a result, transposition is
performed.

(3-2) Removal of Capotasto from Neck

[0038] Toremove the capotasto C from the neck 1, the
lever 400 is gripped to perform the above-described
"Movement for Opening Clamp". That is, the lever 400 is
pulled upwardly in a direction away from the neck 1.
When the lever 400 is pulled out, the clamp 100 opens
and releases the neck 1. When the lever 400 is further
pulled out, the capotasto C is detached from the neck 1.

(4) Effects of Embodiment

[0039] The capotasto C of thisembodimentis attached
to oris removed from the neck 1 by one action of straightly
pushing or pulling the lever 400 along the vertical direc-
tion (width direction of the neck 1). Thus, the capotasto
C is smoothly attached to, and is detached from, the neck
1 with minimal operation. Moreover, the lever 400 is slid
on the clamp 100 by using the entire arm of a player. This
enables use of alarge force, thereby facilitating the move-
ments of attaching and detaching.

[0040] The lever 400 having the U shape is easy to
hold and grip. In particular, in a case of pulling out the
lever 400 to remove the capotasto C from the neck 1, the
lever 400 is easily pulled out by hooking it with a finger.
Accordingly, the lever 400 has superior operability.
Grasping the lever 400 enables easy handling of the ca-
potasto C in a case of carrying the capotasto C orin other
cases. The space of some degree between the lever 400
and the clamp 100 generated in the received condition
enables storing of the capotasto C by hooking the lever
400 on a hook or in another manner.

[0041] In the condition in which the capotasto C is at-
tached tothe neck 1, the capotasto C has an egg-shaped
outline surrounding the neck 1 and has a compact form
as seen from the side direction, and it has no projection.
Thus, the capotasto C tends to not disturb a player and
has a preferable appearance. The capotasto C is com-
pact and thus tends to not be unintentionally touched by
the hand or the arm of a player, whereby tune changes
due to impact of the hand or the arm is avoided. The
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capotasto C in the received condition is also compact
and has superior storability.

[0042] The pressing pad 332 of the string pressing part
330 is swingably supported by the string pressing bar
300 via the swinging shaft 333. Thus, the pressing pad
332 reliably presses all of the strings 3 onto the surface
1a of the neck 1 with uniform pressing force, thereby
enabling generation of good musical sound.

[0043] AsillustratedinFig. 3, in attaching the capotasto
C to the neck 1, the cushion 315 of the string pressing
bar 300 is fitted to the upper edge part of the neck 1 and
is depressed to position the clamp 100 relative to the
neck 1. Thus, the attitude of the capotasto C is stabilized
while the capotasto C is being attached, thereby facili-
tating control of the lever 400.

[0044] Although the supporting bar 200 and the string
pressing bar 300 of this embodiment are made of a rigid
material such as resin, metal, or wood, the cushions 215
and 315 directly contact the neck 1, thereby preventing
damage to the neck 1.

[0045] The capotasto C described in this embodiment
is for a guitar. Examples of the guitar include an acoustic
guitar, an electric guitar, an electric-acoustic guitar, and
a bass guitar. The capotasto C may be used for any type
of guitar. The capotasto of the present invention also in-
cludes those that are modified so as to be used for a
stringed instrument other than the guitar, such as a uku-
lele, a banjo, and a mandolin.

[0046] The present invention is preferably embodied
as a capotasto that transposes a stringed instrument,
such as a guitar or a ukulele.

Claims

1. A capotasto to be detachably attached to a neck of
a stringed instrument to press strings of the stringed
instrument onto a surface of the neck,
the capotasto comprising:

a clamp including a supporting bar and a string
pressing bar for holding the neck therebetween,
the supporting bar configured to be arranged at
a back surface side of the neck, the string press-
ing bar configured to be arranged at a surface
side of the neck and having a string pressing
part provided at its neck facing surface, the sup-
porting bar and the string pressing bar being
openably and closeably supported via an open-
ing and closing shaft that are mounted to one of
the ends thereof, the supporting bar and the
string pressing bar having an opening therebe-
tween at the other of the ends thereof in a closed
condition;

an opening-direction urging member provided
to the clamp and urging in a direction to open
the clamp; and

a clamp opening-and-closing member arranged
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in a side opposite to the opening of the clamp,
the clamp opening-and-closing member elasti-
cally engaging with the supporting bar and with
the string pressing bar and being slidable on the
supporting bar and on the string pressing bar
approximately along a width direction of the neck
in a condition in which the clamp clamps the
neck,

wherein when being slid in a direction approach-
ing the opening and closing shaft, the clamp
opening-and-closing member closes the clamp
against an urging force of the opening-direction
urging member and enables clamping of the
neck and allowing the string pressing part to con-
tinue pressing the surface of the neck, and
when being slid in a direction away from the
opening and closing shaft, the clamp opening-
and-closing member allows the clamp to open
by the urging force of the opening-direction urg-
ing member.

The capotasto according to claim 1, wherein the
clamp opening-and-closing member is constituted
primarily of a plate spring, the plate spring extends
in an approximately U shape along an outside sur-
face that extends from the supporting bar to the string
pressing bar via the opening and closing shaft and
is provided around the outside surface, the plate
spring has an end part that slidably engages with the
supporting bar and has the other end that slidably
engages with the string pressing bar.

The capotasto according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
string pressing part has an elastic body configured
to directly contact the surface of the neck, the elastic
body is swingably supported by the string pressing
bar via a swinging shaft that is configured to be ap-
proximately parallel to an extending direction of the
neck.

The capotasto according to any one of claims 1 to
3, wherein the string pressing bar or the supporting
bar is provided with a positioning part configured to
be fitted to an edge part of the neck to position the
clamp relative to the neck.

The capotasto according to any one of claims 1 to
4, further comprising a cushion that is provided at its
part to contact the neck.
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