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(54) DRIVER IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM FOR RAIL VEHICLES

(57) Driver identification system for rail vehicles com-
prising:
- a contactless reading device (2) placed next to an entry
door (4) of a rail vehicle;
- a personal identification device (6) associated with an
identification code of a driver of the rail vehicle, said iden-
tification code being associated with driver data;

wherein the contactless reading device (2) is arranged to
acquire wirelessly said identification code;
send wirelessly the identification code to an electronic
control unit (13) of the cabin (1), said control unit (13)
being arranged to automatically un-blocking the entry
door (4) and to set cabin and driving parameters of the
rail vehicle based on the driver data.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a driver identi-
fication system for rail vehicles.
[0002] It is well known that when a driver of a rail vehicle
has to enter the cabin of the rail vehicle for starting his
job, he accesses such cabin by using a standard key,
which allows him to unblock the cabin door.
[0003] Then, after entering the cabin, data of the driver
such as the driver license number, the train mission
number, etc. are recovered by the driver himself by per-
forming a manual login on a dedicated account through
a display located on a driver desk of the cabin. In partic-
ular, a driver badge is read through a badge reader
placed on the driver desk, or generally within the cabin,
so that the driver is identified. The correct identification
of the driver enables the login steps on the console, which
allows the driver to manually set the driver data.
[0004] The badge of prior art systems has a well-known
chip for its reading.
[0005] At this point, driving parameters of the driver
such as the screen language and screen brightness, tem-
perature settings in cab, seat height are further manually
and sequentially set by the driver itself through the same
dedicated account or area to which he has logged in.
[0006] The reading of the badge allows the automatic
activation of the cabin as defined in the UIC612-0 stand-
ard, as well as the transmission of the data of the driver
to the onboard equipment (TCMS, event recorder, safety
equipment, etc.) for storage in the Train Control and Mon-
itoring System events recorder and in the juridical record-
ers of the train.
[0007] The above disclosed solution firstly requires the
use of a standard badge with electronic chip for the driver
identification, thus penalizing the use of any other more
innovative and modern solution; then, the actual use of
the data is limited to their transmission to the provided
equipment (rail vehicle recorder and safety equipment)
for the circulation of the rail vehicle on the railway tracks.
[0008] Moreover, the driver has in any case to use a
standard key, as above cited, for entering the cabin, while
the badge is used for starting the driver identification op-
erations, thus causing a waste of time in the global acti-
vation of the rail vehicle.
[0009] Object of the present invention is therefore to
provide a driver identification system for rail vehicles
which does not require the use of badge with electronic
chip together with a standard key for entering the cabin
and activating the rail vehicle, thus overcoming the prob-
lem of the prior art.
[0010] This and other objects are achieved by a driver
identification system for rail vehicles having the charac-
teristics defined in claim 1.
[0011] The use of a contactless reader for reading driv-
er data allows using innovative techniques such as RFID
(Radio Frequency Identification) or NFC (Near Field
Communication) devices for identifying the driver and fur-
ther activating the rail vehicle.

[0012] These technologies are nowadays largely em-
ployed and are based on very common devices which
provide high security level in the data transmission.
[0013] The contactless reading let the driver improve
the driving conditions by automating a plurality of oper-
ations, these steps being previously manually done.
[0014] Particular embodiments of the invention are the
subject of the dependent claims, whose content is to be
understood as integral part of the present description.
[0015] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the follow-
ing description, provided merely by way of a non-limiting
example, with reference to the enclosed drawings, in
which:

- Figure 1 shows a schematic lateral view of a cabin
of a rail vehicle;

- Figure 2 shows an enlarged view of the contactless
reading device; and

- Figure 3 is an expanded view of a driver desk.

[0016] Briefly, the driver identification system for rail
vehicles according to the present invention includes a
contactless reading device used to acquire driver data
for automatically configuring cabin parameters and set-
ting driving parameters.
[0017] The contactless reading device is used in as-
sociation with a personal identification device of the driver
such as a contactless badge, a smartphone or a tablet.
[0018] The contactless reading device is compatible
with predetermined technologies such as RFID in case
of use of a contactless badge or NFC in case of use of
smartphones or tablets.
[0019] With the system of the present invention addi-
tional data can be read, for example the number of train
missions.
[0020] Figure 1 shows a schematic lateral view of a
cabin 1 of a rail vehicle having a contactless reading de-
vice 2 next to an entry door 4 of the cabin 1. In figure 1,
the contactless reading device 2 is placed next to the
dedicated driver door 4, for example on high speed trains
or locomotives. Alternatively, the contactless reading de-
vice 2 is placed next to a passenger door also used by
the driver, for example on regional trains.
[0021] The reading device 2, shown in enlarged view
in figure 2, is wirelessly activated by a personal identifi-
cation device 6 such as a badge, a smartphone or a tablet
of the driver.
[0022] The reading device 2 is powered by well-known
train batteries, so as to be used both when the rail vehicle
is powered and when the rail vehicle is not supplied.
[0023] The contactless reading device 2 is arranged
to acquire, in a manner per se known, an identification
code of the driver associated with the personal identifi-
cation device 6.
[0024] The identification code is associated, in a man-
ner known per se, with driver data such as, for example,
the height and weight of the driver, the used language,
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the train mission number, etc.
[0025] Figure 3 shows an enlarged view of a driver
desk 8, placed in the cabin 1, arranged to wirelessly com-
municate with the reading device 2 so as to receive said
identification code and to set accordingly cabin and driv-
ing parameters.
[0026] The identification code acquired by the contact-
less reading device 2 is sent to an electronic control unit
13 of the driver desk 8 which firstly checks if the identifi-
cation code is valid, i.e. if it is intact and correctly recog-
nized.
[0027] If the identification code received is valid, the
electronic unit 13 of the cabin 1 unblocks the entry door
4 and then it customizes cabin and driving parameters
as a function of the driver data associated with the iden-
tification code received, as herein below disclosed.
[0028] Examples of automatic customization of cabin
and driving parameters include:

- switching on cabin lights and on the corridor to ac-
cess to the cab;

- setting the position of a chair 10 in the cabin 1, for
example as a function of the height of the driver;

- setting of position (height) of a driver activity pedal
9, for example as a function of the height of the driver;

- setting the retro illumination of the driver desk 8
and/or the instruments of the driver desk 8, including
the display 12;

- setting the offset of the cabin temperature (+/- 4°C)
with respect to a predetermined reference value;

- setting the language of the display 12 for the cross-
border rail vehicles;

- displaying driving parameters, such as for example
a route assigned to the driver, on displays 12 of the
driver desk 8.

[0029] Advantageously, the control unit 13 also per-
forms automatically the following operations:

- giving power to the rail vehicle in case it is not sup-
plied;

- enabling automatically the cabin 1 before the driver
enters it;

- transmitting the driver data to a per se known safety
equipment device, to an events recorder device and
to a system for managing the train mission (onboard
information system to passengers) of the rail vehicle
for further elaborations per se known;

[0030] The main advantages of the present invention
are the followings:

- using of identification means more innovative, sure
and compatibles with other technologies employed
by the rail companies;

- improving of the driving conditions for the driver
thanks to the automatic setting of cabin and driving
parameters;

- saving time in the full activation of the cabin;
- simplifying the operations for entering the cabin.

[0031] Clearly, the principle of the invention remaining
the same, the embodiments and the details of production
can be varied considerably from what has been de-
scribed and illustrated purely by way of non-limiting ex-
ample, without departing from the scope of protection of
the present invention as defined by the attached claims.

Claims

1. Driver identification system for rail vehicles compris-
ing:

- a contactless reading device (2) placed next
to an entry door (4) of a rail vehicle;
- a personal identification device (6) associated
with an identification code of a driver of the rail
vehicle, said identification code being associat-
ed with driver data;
wherein the contactless reading device (2) is ar-
ranged to

acquire wirelessly said identification code;
send wirelessly the identification code to an
electronic control unit (13) of the cabin (1),
said control unit (13) being arranged to au-
tomatically unblocking the entry door (4)
and to set cabin and driving parameters of
the rail vehicle based on the driver data.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the driver data com-
prise the height of the driver, the weight of the driver,
the used language, the train mission.

3. The system of claim 1 or 2, wherein the cabin (1)
comprises a driver desk (8) arranged to host the con-
trol unit (13).

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the cabin and driving
parameters comprise any of the following steps:

- switching on cabin lights and on the corridor to
access to the cab;
- setting the position of a chair (10) in the cabin
(1);
- setting the position of the driver activity pedal
(9) under the driver desk (8);
- setting the retro illumination of the driver desk
(8) and/or the instruments of the driver desk (8),
including the display 12;
- setting the offset of the cabin temperature with
respect to a predetermined reference value;
- setting the language of the console (8);
- displaying driving parameters on displays (12)
of the driver desk (8).
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5. The system of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the personal identification device (6) comprises a
badge, a smartphone or a tablet.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. Driver identification system for rail vehicles compris-
ing:

- a contactless reading device (2) placed next
to an entry door (4) of a rail vehicle;
- a personal identification device (6) associated
with an identification code of a driver of the rail
vehicle, said identification code being associat-
ed with driver data;
wherein the contactless reading device (2) is ar-
ranged to:

acquire wirelessly said identification code;
send wirelessly the identification code to an
electronic control unit (13) of the cabin (1),
said control unit (13) being arranged to au-
tomatically unblocking the entry door (4)
and to set cabin and driving parameters of
the rail vehicle based on the driver data, and

wherein the contactless reading device (2) is further
characterized in that it is powered by train batteries
so as to be used both when the rail vehicle is powered
and when the rail vehicle is not supplied.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the driver data com-
prise the height of the driver, the weight of the driver,
the used language, the train mission.

3. The system of claim 1 or 2, wherein the cabin (1)
comprises a driver desk (8) arranged to host the con-
trol unit (13).

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the cabin and driving
parameters comprise any of the following steps:

- switching on cabin lights and on the corridor to
access to the cab;
- setting the position of a chair (10) in the cabin
(1);
- setting the position of the driver activity pedal
(9) under the driver desk (8);
- setting the retro illumination of the driver desk
(8) and/or the instruments of the driver desk (8),
including the display 12;
- setting the offset of the cabin temperature with
respect to a predetermined reference value;
- setting the language of the console (8);
- displaying driving parameters on displays (12)
of the driver desk (8).

5. The system of any of the preceding claims, wherein
the personal identification device (6) comprises a
badge, a smartphone or a tablet.
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