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Description
[0001] This invention relates to a suitcase.

Background of the Invention

[0002] Suitcases with a front pocket usually do not
have an opening allowing access to the front part of the
main suitcase compartment. This kind of suitcase has a
very shallow front pocket. Articles stored in such a front
pocket can be easily crushed or damaged if the front
pocket is accidentally impacted upon. Those suitcases
which have an opening uses the front half of the main
compartment of the suitcase as its front pocket. The stor-
age volume of the main storage compartment of such a
kind of suitcase is significantly reduced. Neither of these
arrangements is ideal.

[0003] US2002/088679 A1 to Abraham J Richard dis-
closes a luggage article which includes a main body in-
cluding a first wall, a flap and a first gusset attached to
the main body and to the flap, with the flap being move-
able from a closed position in which the flap is partially
attached to the main bag body to an open position in
which the flap is at least partially attached from the main
bag body to form a storage compartment defined by the
first wall and the flap that can receive an item therein.
[0004] It is thus an object of the present invention to
provide an improved suitcase in which the aforesaid
shortcomings are mitigated or at least to provide a useful
alternative to the trade and public.

Summary of the Invention

[0005] According to the present invention, as defined
in claim 1, there is provided a suitcase including a first
body part and a second body part which are engaged
with each other and movable relative to each other be-
tween an open configuration and a closed configuration,
a cover engaged with said first body part and movable
relative to said first body part between an open position
and a closed position, a divider attached to an internal
peripheral surface of said first body part, wherein when
said first body part and said second body part are in said
closed configuration and when said coverisin said closed
position, said divider divides an interior space of said
suitcase into a first space and a second space, wherein
said first space is accessible when said first body part
and said second body part are in said open configuration,
wherein said second space is accessible when said cover
is in said open position, wherein said divider is movable
relative to said first body part to vary the size of said first
space and the size of the second space, wherein said
divider comprises a dividing surface and a loop-shaped
member fixed with each other, and wherein said loop-
shaped member is fixedly engaged with said internal pe-
ripheral surface of said first body part, characterized in
that said loop-shaped member has afirst continuous ma-
jorsurface and an opposite second continuous major sur-
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face, and that said loop-shaped member is pivotable rel-
ative to said first body part between a first position in
which said first continuous major surface contacts said
internal peripheral surface of said first body part and a
second position in which said second continuous major
surface contacts said internal peripheral surface of said
first body part.

[0006] Preferred features of the invention are set out
in the dependent claims.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0007] A suitcase according to an embodiment of the
present invention will now be described, by way of ex-
ample only, with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Fig. 1Ais a perspective view of a suitcase according
tothe presentinvention with afront pocketin a closed
position;

Fig. 1B is a perspective view of the suitcase of Fig.
1A with the front pocket in an open position;

Fig. 2is a perspective view of a divider of the suitcase
of Fig. 1A;

Fig. 3A is a perspective view of the suitcase of Fig.
1A (with the front pocket removed) showing the di-
vider at a rearward position;

Fig. 3B is a perspective view of the suitcase of Fig.
3A (with the front pocket removed) showing the di-
vider at a frontward position;

Fig. 4Ais a side view of the suitcase of Fig. 1A show-
ing the divider at the rearward position; and

Fig. 4B is a side view of the suitcase of Fig. 4A show-
ing the divider at the frontward position.

Detailed Description of the Embodiment

[0008] A suitcase according to an embodiment of the
present invention is shown in Figs. 1A and 1B, and gen-
erally designated as 10. The suitcase 10 has an upper
handle 12, a side handle 14, a front suitcase shell 16, a
rear suitcase shell 18 and a front cover 20. Both the front
suitcase shell 16 and the rear suitcase shell 18 are made
of a hard material so that they both have a hard outer
peripheral surface. Four wheels 22 are attached under-
neath the suitcase 10, two attached below the front suit-
case shell 16 and two attached below the rear suitcase
shell 18.

[0009] The frontsuitcase shell 16 and the rear suitcase
shell 18 collectively form a main body of the suitcase 10
with a main compartment inside, and they are fixedly at-
tached with and movable relative to each other. A main
compartmentzipper 24 is provided between the front suit-
case shell 16 and the rear suitcase shell 18 to allow the
front suitcase shell 16 and the rear suitcase shell 18 to
be movable relative to each other. When the front suit-
case shell 16 and the rear suitcase shell 18 are opened,
one may access the main compartment; and when the
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front suitcase shell 16 and the rear suitcase shell 18 are
closed, access to the main compartment is denied.
[0010] The front cover 20 and the front suitcase shell
16 are fixedly attached with and movable relative to each
other. A front pocket zipper 26 is provided between the
front cover 20 and the front suitcase shell 16 to allow the
front cover 20 and the front suitcase shell 16 to be mov-
able (e.g. pivotable)relative to each other. When the front
cover 20 and the front suitcase shell 16 are opened, one
may access a front pocket space 28; and when the front
cover 20 and the front suitcase shell 16 are closed, ac-
cess to the front pocket space 28 is denied.

[0011] Turning now to Fig. 2, a movable divider 30 is
shown. The movable divider 30 has a divider 32 and a
loop-shaped belt 34 fixedly engaged with each other. The
belt 34 is also fixed (e.g. by sewing) to a continuous and
endless internal peripheral surface of the front suitcase
shell 16 along an anchor line 36 such that the belt 34 is
pivotable relative to the front suitcase shell 16. The an-
chor line 36 is preferably provided along a continuous
line which is mid-way between a frontend and a rear end
of the front suitcase shell 16 and lies on a plane A. By
way of such an arrangement, the movable divider 30 is
movable relative to the front suitcase shell 16 between
a first position in which a first continuous major surface
of the belt 34 contacts the internal peripheral surface of
the front suitcase shell 16 and a second position in which
an second continuous major surface (which is opposite
to the first continuous major surface) contacts the internal
peripheral surface of the front suitcase shell 16. Such
movement of the belt 34 relative to the front suitcase shell
16 between the two positions brings about to-and-fro
movement of the movable divider 30 in the suitcase 10.
[0012] AsshowninFigs.3A, 3B, 4Aand 4B, the divider
32 may be moved to-and-fro in the interior space of the
suitcase 10 between a frontward position (as shown in
Figs. 3B and 4B) in which it is closer to the front cover
20 and a rearward position (as shown in Figs. 3A and
4A) in which it is closer to the rear suitcase shell 18. The
divider 32 divides the interior space of the suitcase 10
into two spaces: (i) a main compartment between the
rear suitcase shall 18 and a first major surface of the
divider 32 facing the rear suitcase shell 18 and (ii) the
front pocket space 28 between the front cover 20 and a
second major surface of the divider 32 (which is opposite
to the first major surface) facing the front cover 20. Be-
cause of the possible movement of the belt 34, it is pos-
sible to move the divider 32 within the interior space of
the suitcase 10 to vary the size of the main compartment
and the size of the front pocket space 28.

[0013] By way of such an arrangement, a suitcase 10
with a more adaptable interior space is provided, as a
user may arrange the size of the main compartment and
the size of the front pocket space 28 according to his/her
need. In addition, as the front pocket space 28 in the
suitcase 10 is larger than front cover pockets in existing
suitcases, it is possible to store articles in the front pocket
space 28 with less chance of the articles being damaged
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when accidentally impacted upon.

[0014] It should be understood that the above only il-
lustrates an example whereby the present invention may
be carried out, and that various modifications and/or al-
terations may be made thereto without departing from
the scope of the invention as defined in the appended
claims.

Claims
1. A suitcase (10) including:

a first body part (16) and a second body part
(18) which are engaged with each other and
movable relative to each other between an open
configuration and a closed configuration,

a cover (20) engaged with said first body part
and movable relative to said first body part be-
tween an open position and a closed position,
a divider (30) attached to an internal peripheral
surface of said first body part,

wherein when said first body part and said sec-
ond body part are in said closed configuration
and when said cover is in said closed position,
said divider divides an interior space of said suit-
case into a first space and a second space (28),
wherein said first space is accessible when said
first body part and said second body part are in
said open configuration,

wherein said second space is accessible when
said cover is in said open position,

wherein said divider is movable relative to said
first body part to vary the size of said first space
and the size of the second space,

wherein said divider comprises a dividing sur-
face and a loop-shaped member (34) fixed with
each other, and

wherein said loop-shaped member is fixedly en-
gaged with said internal peripheral surface of
said first body part,

characterized in that said loop-shaped mem-
ber has a first continuous major surface and an
opposite second continuous major surface, and
that said loop-shaped member is pivotable rel-
ative to said first body part between a first posi-
tion in which said first continuous major surface
contacts said internal peripheral surface of said
first body part and a second position in which
said second continuous major surface contacts
said internal peripheral surface of said first body
part.

2. Asuitcase according to Claim 1 wherein said internal
peripheral surface of said first body part is continu-

ous and endless.

3. A suitcase according to Claim 1 or 2 wherein each
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of said first body part and said second body part has
a hard outer peripheral surface.

A suitcase according to Claim 1, wherein said loop-
shaped member is fixedly engaged with said internal
peripheral surface of said first body part by sewing.

Patentanspriiche

Koffer (10), der Folgendes einschlief3t:

einen ersten Korperteil (16) und einen zweiten
Korperteil (18), die miteinander in Eingriff ge-
bracht und im Verhaltnis zueinander zwischen
einer offenen Konfiguration und einer geschlos-
senen Konfiguration beweglich sind,

eine Abdeckung (20), die mit dem ersten Kor-
perteil in Eingriff gebracht und im Verhaltnis dem
ersten Korperteil zwischen einer offenen Positi-
on und einer geschlossenen Position beweglich
ist,

einen Teiler (30), der an einer inneren Umfangs-
flache des ersten Korperteils befestigt ist,
wobei, wenn sich der erste Korperteil und der
zweite Korperteil in der geschlossenen Konfigu-
ration befinden und wenn sich die Abdeckung
in der geschlossenen Position befindet, der Tei-
ler einen Innenraum des Koffers in einen ersten
Raum und einen zweiten Raum (28) teilt,
wobei der erste Raum zuganglich ist, wenn sich
der erste Korperteil und der zweite Korperteil in
der offenen Konfiguration befinden,

wobei der zweite Raum zugéanglich ist, wenn
sich die Abdeckung in der offenen Position be-
findet,

wobei der Teiler im Verhaltnis zu dem ersten
Korperteil beweglich ist, um die GroRe des ers-
ten Raums und die Gré3e des zweiten Raums
zu verandern,

wobei der Teiler eine Teilungsflache und ein
schlaufenférmiges Element (34), die aneinan-
der befestigt sind, umfasst und

wobei das schlaufenférmige Element unbeweg-
lich mit der inneren Umfangsflache des ersten
Korperteils in Eingriff gebracht ist,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das schlau-
fenférmige Element eine erste durchgehende
Hauptflache und eine gegenuberliegende zwei-
te durchgehende Hauptflache aufweist und
dass das schlaufenférmige Element im Verhalt-
nis zu dem ersten Korperteil schwenkbar ist zwi-
schen einer ersten Position, in der die erste
durchgehende Hauptflache die innere Um-
fangsflache des ersten Koérperteils berthrt, und
einer zweiten Position, in der die zweite durch-
gehende Hauptflache die innere Umfangsflache
des ersten Korperteils beriihrt.
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2,

Koffer nach Anspruch 1, wobei die innere Umfangs-
flache des ersten Kérperteils durchgehend und end-
los ist.

Koffer nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei sowohl der
erste Korperteil als auch der zweite Korperteil eine
harte duRere Umfangsflache aufweist.

Koffer nach Anspruch 1, wobei das schlaufenformi-
ge Element durch Nahen unbeweglich mit der inne-
ren Umfangsflache des ersten Korperteils in Eingriff
gebracht ist.

Revendications

1.

Valise (10), incluant :

une premiéere partie de corps (16) et une deuxié-
me partie de corps (18) engagées l'une dans
I'autre et pouvant se déplacer I'une par rapport
a l'autre entre une configuration ouverte et une
configuration fermée ;

un couvercle (20) engagé dans ladite premiere
partie de corps et pouvant étre déplacé par rap-
port a ladite premiére partie de corps entre une
position ouverte et une position fermée ;

un diviseur (30) fixé sur une surface périphéri-
que interne de ladite premiére partie de corps ;
dans laquelle, lorsque ladite premiére partie de
corps et ladite deuxiéme partie de corps se trou-
ventdans ladite configuration fermée, etlorsque
leditcouvercle se trouve dans ladite position fer-
mée, ledit diviseur divise un espace intérieur de
ladite valise en un premier espace et un deuxié-
me espace (28) ;

dans laquelle ledit premier espace est accessi-
ble lorsque ladite premiére partie de corps et
ladite deuxiéme partie de corps se trouventdans
ladite configuration ouverte ;

dans laquelle ledit deuxiéme espace est acces-
sible lorsque ledit couvercle se trouve dans la-
dite position ouverte ;

dans laquelle ledit diviseur peut se déplacer par
rapport a ladite premiére partie de corps pour
varier la taille dudit premier espace et la taille
du deuxiéme espace ;

dans laquelle ledit diviseur comprend une sur-
face de division et un élément en forme de bou-
cle (34) fixés I'un a l'autre ; et

dans laquelle ledit élément en forme de boucle
est fermement engagé dans ladite surface pé-
riphérique interne de ladite premiére partie de
corps ;

caractérisée en ce que ledit élément en forme
de boucle comporte une premiére surface ma-
jeure continue et une deuxiéme surface majeure
continue opposée ; et
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en ce que ledit élément en forme de boucle peut
pivoter par rapport a ladite premiere partie de
corps entre une premiére position, danslaquelle
ladite premiére surface majeure continue con-
tacte ladite surface périphérique interne de la- 5
dite premiere partie de corps, et une deuxieme
position, dans laquelle ladite deuxieéme surface
majeure continue contacte ladite surface péri-
phérique interne de ladite premiére partie de
corps. 10

Valise selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle ladite
surface périphérique interne de ladite premiére par-
tie de corps est continue et sans fin.

15
Valise selon les revendications 1 ou 2, dans laquelle
chacune parmi ladite premiére partie de corps et la-
dite deuxiéme partie de corps, comporte une surface
périphérique externe dure.
20
Valise selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle ledit
élément en forme de boucle est engagé fermement
dans ladite surface périphérique interne de ladite
premiére partie de corps par couture.
25
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