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(54) CARFOR LIFT AND SIMILAR, HAVING ENHANCED COMMUNICATION AND INTERACTIVE

FEATURES

(57) A car for lift and similar with walls (2, 18,19), a
floor (16), a ceiling (17) and car doors (11), having a
multimedia display (3) and/or a transparent display (13)
with communication and interactive features in audio and
video mode. Compared to the well-known cars for lifts
and similar, the car of the invention offers the benefit of

adding video signals to the communication audio signals
of the user to the outer world. In addition, the car of the
invention offers the maintenance operator the advantage
of real-time communications with the service centre so
as toreceive audio and video instructions needed to carry
out system maintenance.
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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a car for lift and
similar having enhanced communication and interactive
features.

[0002] The field of the invention is the field of cars for
lifts and goods lifts (Lift Directive No. 2014/33/EU) and
the field of carriers for lifting platforms (Machinery Direc-
tive No. 2006/42/EC). In the description below, cars for
lifts and goods lifts and carriers for lifting platforms are
all referred to as "lift cars".

[0003] Lift cars are traditionally equipped with push-
button systems and similar to control the lift operation
and to manage emergencies.

[0004] However,these well-known cars have the draw-
back of limiting communications between the user and
the operational centre merely to an audio system.
[0005] Furthermore, warnings, messages, information
and similar, are traditionally displayed in the lift car by
means of posting notices or using closed-circuit screens,
exclusively devoted to this function.

[0006] In addition, the simultaneous presence of a
pushbutton panel and other auxiliary communication
means affect the appearance and design of the space
inside the car.

[0007] This said, it should be added that in traditional
lift systems, car and landing doors are passive, i.e. they
lack means suitable for communication, able to provide
the user with audio and video signals or similar.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] As a result, the main object of this invention is
to provide a lift car where, unlike traditional equipment
of this type, communication is not limited to audio signals
but also includes video signals and Internet connection,
in order to provide features allowing the user to interact
with the outside world and vice versa.

[0009] Itis another object of the invention to provide a
car, of the above mentioned type, having, within a single
system of communication, the function of displaying no-
tices and general information messages, both useful for
the user and commercially relevant, whose dimensions
do not affect the interior design or are undesirable in the
smallest cars.

[0010] Itis a still further object of the invention to pro-
vide car doors and doors at each landing with a commu-
nication and interactive feature for the user.

[0011] These and other objects are achieved through
the car for lift and similar of claim 1. There are preferred
embodiments of the invention resulting from the remain-
ing claims.

[0012] Compared to the well-known cars for lifts and
similar, the car of the invention offers the benefit of adding
video signals to the communication audio signals of the
user to the outer world.
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[0013] In addition, the car of the invention offers the
maintenance operator the advantage of real-time com-
munications with the service centre so as to receive audio
and video instructions needed to carry out system main-
tenance.

[0014] Furthermore, the car of the invention allows the
building manager where the lift is installed (airports,
shopping centres, hotels and similar), to send the user
real-time messages about services, events, as well as
general and useful information (safety and more).
[0015] In addition, the car of the invention offers the
advantage of providing landing and car doors with the
mentioned communication and interactive features, like
those available within the car.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] These and other objects, benefits and features
result from the following description of a preferred em-
bodiment of the car of the invention illustrated, without
limitation, in the figures of the attached drawings.
[0017] Where:

figure 1 is a perspective view of an inner section of
the car of the invention;

figure 2 is an exploded view of the communication
system components of the car of the invention;
figure 3 is a horizontal section view of the car in figure
1;

figure 4 is a vertical section view of the carin figure 1;
figures 5 and 6 show, respectively, an example of
car and landing doors of the system of the invention;
figures 7 and 8 show a version of the invention for
panoramic lifts.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0018] The car of the invention is indicated as a whole
with 1 in figure 1 and includes walls 2, 18 and 19, a floor
16 and a ceiling 17, where wall 2 features at least one
multimedia display 3.

[0019] According to the invention the said multimedia
display 3 includes a screen 4, for example a TV-type
screen, with LCD, LED and similar technology.

[0020] Furthermore, aframe 5, e.g. in aluminium, plas-
tic or other material, is provided forembedding the screen
4, fixing it inside a relevant recess 6 of the wall 2, the
floor or the ceiling of the lift car.

[0021] The external or in-sight part of the multimedia
display 3 consists of a glass pane 7 covering the screen
4, optionally with interposition of a touch-sensitive film or
another suitable automatic pointing system 8.

[0022] The frame 5 of the system of the invention con-
sists of profiles 9, glued to the surface of the said glass
pane 7 facing the recess 6 of car 1 and housed inside
the same recess 6, together with the screen 4 and rele-
vant electronics.

[0023] Advantageously, the glass pane 7 has a reflec-
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tive treatment providing a mirror-like effect when the
screen is dark or turned off, while it is transparent when
the screen is lit, i.e. turned on.

[0024] Advantageously, the multimedia display 3 fea-
tures a camera 10, suitable for providing a two-way video
communication system.

[0025] According to the invention, the multimedia dis-
play 3 can also be applied to the lift car doors with the
same methods described above and as shown in figure
5. Figure 6 instead shows a similar application of the
multimedia display 3 to landing doors 12.

[0026] According to the version shown in figures 7 and
8, the screen 4 of the multimedia display 3 is replaced
by at least one transparent display 13 embedded be-
tween two glass panes 14 and 15, optionally together
with a touch-sensitive film 8. The said transparent display
13 differs from the multimedia display 3 especially be-
cause it lacks backlighting, thus it is transparent and ob-
jects and images behind can be seen. The system can
therefore be advantageously used in panoramic lift cars.
[0027] Also in this version, the transparent display 13
can be fitted with a camera 10, suitable for providing a
two-way video communication system.

[0028] Thanks to the invention, the multimedia display
3 and the transparent display 13 offer the user the option
of interactive multimedia communication, which is not
limited only to audio signals but it also includes video
signals. This allows the user to receive in real time the
required safety information and any warning messages
from the operational centre by talking to the operator also
in video mode.

[0029] In addition, the user can access additional in-
formation and instructions on proper use of the system
and how to behave when using a lift in emergency.
[0030] On the other hand, the system manager can
interact with the user, check passengers’ conditions in-
side the car and give instructions for example in case of
lift failure.

[0031] Similarly, it is possible to take advantage of a
system maintenance mode where the maintenance op-
erator is able to communicate through audio and video
signals with the operational centre.

[0032] Furthermore, the invention allows the manager
to monitor the lift system using it as a means to check
users’ behaviour, to provide service and commercial in-
formation, and more.

[0033] The user can also ask and receive customised
information, optionally focused on the user’s needs within
the services provided by the manager. The manufacturer
of the system of the invention can also monitor and check
the lift use by talking directly to the maintenance operator
in audio and video mode (programmed and predictive
maintenance service).

[0034] The invention, as described above and shown
in the figures of the attached drawings, can be modified
in order to create some versions which nonetheless fall
within the scope of the following claims.

[0035] In the same way, for example, the multimedia
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display 3 and/or the transparent display 13 could be fitted
to all the walls 2, 18 and 19 of the car of the invention,
as well as to the floor 16 and ceiling 17. On the other
hand, the touch-sensitive film 8 on the glass pane 7 of
the multimedia display 3 and on glass panes 14, 15 of
the transparent display 13 could be omitted.

Claims

1. Car for lift and similar including walls (2,18,19), a
floor (16), a ceiling (17) and car doors (11), charac-
terized in that it comprises at least one multimedia
display (3) and/or at least one transparent display
(13), having communication and interactive features
in audio and video mode, wherein said multimedia
display (3) comprises a screen (4), a frame (5) for
supporting and fixing said screen (4) to the said walls
(2,18,19), to the floor (16) or to the ceiling (17) of the
car (1) and a glass pane (7) with reflective treatment.

2. Caraccording to claim 1, characterized in that the
said multimedia display (3) is applied also to the
doors (11) of the car (1).

3. Caraccordingtoclaims 1 or2, characterized in that
the said frame (5) is consisting of profiles (9) inserted
in a relevant recess (6) provided on the said walls
(2,18,19), on the floor (16), on the ceiling (17) and
onthedoors (11) of the same car (1), the said profiles
(9) being glued to the surface of the said glass pane
(7) facing the inner part of the said recess (6).

4. Car according to claim 1, characterized in that the
said transparent display (13) is embedded between
two glass panes (14, 15).

5. Caraccording to one of claims 1 to 4, characterized
in that it further comprises an automatic pointing
system (8) applied either to the surface of the glass
pane (7) facing the screen (4) of the multimedia dis-
play (3), or between said glass panes (14,15) of the
transparent display (13).

6. Caraccording to one of claims 1 to 4, characterized
in that the said multimedia display (3) and the said
transparent display (13) include a camera (10).

7. Lift system with car according to one or more of the
preceding claims, characterized in that it further
comprises landing doors (12) having said multimedia
display (3) and/or said transparent display (13).
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