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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to articles of cloth-
ing and methods of producing articles of clothing.
[0002] Document US 2012/0185993 discloses an arti-
cle of clothing according to the preamble of claim 1.
[0003] Ready-to-wear clothing is typically mass-pro-
duced in standard sizes and designed to require little, if
any, alteration. Made-to-measure and haute couture
clothing are custom-made to an individual’s specific
measurements and the processes may require multiple
fittings. Custom-made clothing is generally considerably
more expensive than ready-to-wear clothing. However
ready-to-wear clothing has a disadvantage in that the
standard sizes are unlikely to exactly match a wearer’s
body shape and size.
[0004] An article of clothing that could be produced to
perfectly fit a wearer of any size without requiring any
fittings would be advantageous. It would enable someone
to have essentially a custom-fit garment without the high
costs of haute couture or made-to-measure clothing and
without needing to spend time attending fittings.
[0005] Most clothing is constructed using seams. The
seams provide shape and structure and hold a garment
together and on the body. Fasteners such as zips, but-
tons, snap fasteners, hooks and eyes are also used to
retain the garment on the body. However, the appear-
ance of a garment can be impaired by the presence of
seams and fasteners. For example, the way a dress or
a skirt falls may be interrupted by a seam or a zip. It would
thus be advantageous to be able to produce articles of
clothing with no seams or fasteners. An article of clothing
without seams and fasteners must use another method
of enabling the garment to stay securely on the wearer.
[0006] According to a first aspect of the present inven-
tion, there is provided an article of clothing comprising a
first portion to cover a wearer and a fastening system to
hold the first portion on the wearer, the fastening system
comprising a second portion connected or connectable
to the first portion; and at least one opening in the first
portion or second portion; wherein the connection to the
second portion and the at least one opening are located
at positions in the first portion or second portion such
that, in use, the first or second portion can be passed
through the at least one opening to cause the first portion
to encircle the wearer characterized in that the first and
second portions are connected by being part of a single
continuous material and wherein the first and second por-
tions are separated by a slit in the single continuous piece
of material.
[0007] The first aspect of the present invention allows
an article of clothing to be held together and around a
wearer without the need to use seams or fasteners. The
fastening system refers to the mechanism for securing
the garment on the wearer and does not refer to the use
of fasteners, such as buttons, or seams. This provides
an advantage over the prior art as the appearance of an
article of clothing is not interrupted by seams or fasteners.

[0008] The first aspect of the present invention also
allows for one size of an article of clothing to be able to
fit any size of wearer. The first and second portions are
draped on and around the wearer and can accommodate
any body shape or size and the fastening system allows
the article of clothing to be secured onto a wearer of any
body shape or size. This is advantageous as the wearer
has an article of clothing that fits their body perfectly,
without the need for a custom-made garment or to attend
fittings.
[0009] According to a second aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a method for forming an ar-
ticle of clothing comprising a first portion to cover a wearer
and a fastening system to hold the first portion on the
wearer, the method comprising providing a second por-
tion connected or connectable to the first portion; and
forming at least one opening in the first portion or second
portion; wherein the connection to the second portion
and the at least one opening are located at positions in
the first portion or second portion such that, in use, the
first or second portion can be passed through the at least
one opening to cause the first portion to encircle the wear-
er characterized in that the first and second portions are
connected by being part of a single continuous material
and wherein the first and second portions are separated
by a slit in the single continuous piece of material.
[0010] Preferably, in use, the first or second portion is
worn over at least one shoulder of the wearer.
[0011] In one example, the weight of the second por-
tion holds the first portion in place around the wearer.
[0012] With the opening sitting below shoulder level,
wearing the first or second portion hanging over one
shoulder, or both shoulders, produces an anchoring ef-
fect to hold the first portion in place with the opening at
a fixed point on the first or second portion. The force of
the weight of the second portion on one side of the shoul-
der helps to balance the force of the weight of the first
portion on the other side of the shoulder to prevent the
first portion or second portion sliding back through the
opening, which would cause the article of clothing to un-
fasten. With the weight of the second portion acting to
pull the first or second portion upwards from the opening
and over a shoulder, the first portion is held up around
the wearer and prevented from falling down.
[0013] The friction between the first or second portion
and the wearer’s skin, or other article of clothing worn
underneath, and the compressive strength of the first or
second portion that has passed through the opening also
contributes to the anchoring effect and helps to balance
the weight of the first portion.
[0014] In another example, tension in the second por-
tion holds the first portion in place around the wearer.
[0015] Instead of leaving it to hang, after passing the
first or second portion over a shoulder, the second portion
it may be tied, pinned or otherwise fastened to itself, to
the first portion or around part of the wearer’s body. The
fastening creates a tension in the second portion that
acts similarly to the weight to anchor the first portion in
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place.
[0016] In one example, the first portion has a polygonal
shape.
[0017] In one example, the second portion has a po-
lygonal shape.
[0018] Straight edges allow the article of clothing to be
easily arranged around the wearer. Corners help the first
and second portions to hang properly.
[0019] Preferably, the polygonal shape is a rectangle.
[0020] A quadrilateral is the optimum shape for the first
portion as it provides top and bottom edges and one edge
at each side to be brought together in the encirclement
of the wearer. Using a rectangles, rather than irregular
quadrilaterals, allows for a more even and symmetrical
look.
[0021] In one example, the first portion and second por-
tion side lengths are in the range of 120 cm to 150 cm.
[0022] This range allows the first portion to be long
enough to be wrapped around a wearer and cover a large
proportion of the length of the wearer, such as for a dress.
It also allows the second portion to be large enough to
help balance the weight of the first portion.
[0023] In one example, the connection between the
first portion and the second portion is located at a corner
of the first portion.
[0024] This allows the full extent of the first portion to
be used to cover the wearer, rather than if the connection
were along the side of the first portion.
[0025] In one example, the connection between the
first portion and the second portion is located at a corner
of the second portion.
[0026] With the first portion and second portion both
attached at their corners, they are joined at their narrow-
est points. This helps the article of clothing to sit better
on the wearer as the connection will be positioned close
to the opening, which may be narrow.
[0027] In one example the at least one opening is a slit
with a length between 1 cm and 10 cm.
[0028] The opening must be small to help the article
of clothing remain fastened but large enough to facilitate
the insertion and passage of the first or second portion.
[0029] Once the first or second portion has been
passed through the opening, the smaller the opening is,
the less easily the first or second portion will slide back
out. This is due to the compression needed to reduce the
width of the first or second portion to the width of the
opening. The optimal size of the opening within this range
may be determined by the type and weight of the material
forming the first and second portions and the dimensions
of the first and second portions. A more slippery or light-
weight material requires a smaller opening than a rough-
er or heavier material as the rougher or more heavier
material can rely more on friction and the anchoring effect
of its weight to avoid sliding back out of the opening.
[0030] Preferably, the at least one opening is located
at a distance of 40 cm or less from a corner of the first
portion.
[0031] This puts the opening in the vicinity of two edg-

es. The second portion and the opening are located at
positions in the first portion such that, in use, the first or
second portion can be passed through the opening to
cause the first portion to encircle the wearer. Therefore
the closer the opening is located to the edges, the less
excess material of the first portion there may be. Some
excess material between the opening and its closest
edge which meets and/or overlaps the opposite edge to
encircle the wearer is desirable in order to allow free
movement of the wearer whilst remaining covered by the
first portion. The distance between the opening and the
top edge of the first portion may depend on the final de-
sired appearance of the article of clothing.
[0032] Preferably, the first and second portions are
connected by being part of a single continuous piece of
material.
[0033] In order to remove the need for seams or fas-
teners, the first portion and second portion may be formed
from a single piece of material.
[0034] Preferably the first and second portions are sep-
arated by a slit in the single continuous piece of material.
[0035] The slit does not extend throughout the piece
of material so as to cut it into two separate pieces. Rather,
the first and second portions remain partly connected,
with the slit allowing them to be more independent of
each other, such that the second portion can be passed
through the at least one opening to cause the first portion
to encircle the wearer.
[0036] In one example, the first portion has a plurality
of openings for receiving the first or second portion.
[0037] The wearer may have a choice of openings
through which to pass the first or second portion in order
to fasten the article of clothing. The opening used may
depend on the final desired appearance of the article of
clothing. Additionally, the first or second portion may be
passed through multiple openings. The use of multiple
openings would help to provide tension to hold the first
portion in place on the wearer as the first or second por-
tion, having been threaded through the multiple open-
ings, resists compression and experiences friction.
[0038] In one example, the vertical ends of the first
portion are held together by one or more single stitches.
[0039] One or more single stitches do not constitute a
seam, as a seam is a continuous line of stitching. These
one or more stitches are not for securing the article of
clothing on the wearer’s body, but are for holding the side
ends of the first portion together so as to avoid revealing
the wearer’s body underneath.
[0040] Preferably, the first and second portions com-
prise material weighing no less than 80 grams per square
metre.
[0041] A lighter fabric can be more easily compressed
to pass through the opening and is therefore less effective
in anchoring the first portion in place around the wearer.
[0042] Preferably, the article of clothing is one of the
following: dress (including a full length dress and shorter
dress such as a cocktail dress); skirt; top; cape; shawl.
[0043] The present invention can form a variety of dif-
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ferent articles of clothing. As it relies on draping and uses
no seams or fasteners, except to connect the first and
second portions, the present invention is most suitable
for clothing without sleeves or legs.
[0044] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows a pattern for a dress in accordance
with a first embodiment present invention;

Figure 2 shows a perspective view of a dress that
can be made using the pattern of Figure 1;

Figure 3 shows a side view of the dress of Figure 2;

Figure 4 shows a rear view of the dress of Figure 2;

Figure 5 shows a pattern for a dress.

Figure 6 shows a pattern for a skirt.

[0045] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described with reference to the figures.
[0046] Figure 1 presents a dress pattern 2 that is
formed of a single rectangle 4 that has been divided by
a first slit 6 into a rectangular first portion 8 and a rectan-
gular second portion 10 that remain attached.
[0047] Figures 2 to 4 present several views of a design
for a dress 36 that can be produced from the dress pattern
2 of Figure 1. The dress comprises a single continuous
piece of material and has no seams.
[0048] When the dress 36 is in use, the first portion 8
is wrapped around the body of a wearer with top edge
22 located above the bust and parallel to the ground.
First side 18 and second side 20 fall vertically down the
body and bottom edge 24 is closest to the ground.
[0049] When the first portion 8 is wrapped around the
wearer, the first side 18 and second side 20 of the first
portion 8 meet and then overlap. Preferably, the second
slit 34 sits below a shoulder of the wearer and remains
on the outside of the overlap in the first portion 8.
[0050] To encircle the wearer with the first portion 8,
the second portion 10 is threaded through the second slit
34, preferably from behind. The connected area 16 be-
tween the first portion 8 and the second portion 10 may
also pass through the slit 34, as may part of the first por-
tion 8. The circumference of the wearer’s chest may de-
termine the extent of the first portion 8 that passes
through the slit 34. A small chest circumference would
require a lesser extent of the first portion 8 to cover the
body and so a greater extent of the first portion 8 can be
passed through the slit. A larger chest circumference
would require a greater extent of the first portion 8 to
cover the body and so a lesser extent of the first portion
8 can be passed through the slit.
[0051] The second portion 10, and any part of the first
portion 8, that has passed through the slit 34 forms the

train 38 of the dress 36. The train 38 and the slit 34 in
the first portion 8 provide the fastening system for the
dress. The train is preferably worn over the wearer’s
shoulder where it has an anchoring effect that prevents
the first portion 8 coming loose.
[0052] When the first portion 8 is wrapped around the
wearer, the slit 34 is unable to slide down and away from
the train 38 to receive more of the first portion 8. When
spread out to cover the wearer, the first portion 8 is too
wide to pass through the slit 34. The first portion 8 is
prevented from being compressed into a small enough
width to pass through the slit 34 any further by its ar-
rangement around the wearer.
[0053] The train 38 is prevented from sliding back out
of the slit 34 due to the volume and weight of the material.
The side lengths of the second portion 10 can be con-
siderably larger than the width of the slit 34. As will be
explained below, there may be reasons to vary the length
of the slit 34.
[0054] In order to thread the second portion 10 through
the slit so that the first portion 8 may encircle the wearer,
the second portion 10 must be compressed to a width
that is small enough to pass through the slit 34. The com-
pression can occur by an action on the input side of the
slit 34, for example the wearer, vendor or manufacturer
of the dress may condense the second portion and push
it through the slit. Alternatively, the compression can be
a result of the second portion 10 being pulled through
the slit 34 from the output side and condensing as it is
forced to momentarily assume the small dimensions of
the slit 34. The second portion 10 therefore does not eas-
ily slide in and out of the slit 34 and must be pulled or
pushed by an external force.
[0055] In use, the train 38 can be arranged such that
it hangs over one or both shoulders of the wearer. In this
situation, the train 38 acts like an anchor to prevent the
dress 36 slipping down. The weight of the train 38 bal-
ances the weight of the first portion 8 wrapped around
the wearer and pulls on the first portion 8 at both the
connection area 16 and the slit 34, thereby fastening the
dress 36 around the wearer and holding the top of the
dress 36 in place at the top of the bust of the wearer.
[0056] Alternatively, the train 38 may be tied, pinned
or otherwise fastened around a part of the wearer’s body
and/or threaded through one or more further slits, such
that the dress is fastened by the tension in the train, rather
than the weight of the train.
[0057] The length of the slit 34 may be varied according
to the type of material comprising the dress 36 in order
to account for the variations in properties of different
types of material. Different fabrics may have different
weights and different frictional properties. For example,
a silken fabric may be more lightweight than a woollen
fabric and it may also have a lower coefficient of friction
against itself and against skin.
[0058] The lower the weight and coefficient of friction
of the fabric comprising the dress 36, the smaller the slit
34 needs to be. A smaller slit 34 compensates for a lighter
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and/or more slippery train 38 as it lessens the ability of
the train 38 to inadvertently slide out of the slit 34 and
allow the dress 36 to unfasten.
[0059] The length of the slit 34 may also be varied ac-
cording to the dimensions of the second portion 10. A
larger second portion 10 means the train 38 is heavier
and there is a higher volume of material to be condensed
to pass through the slit 34; it lessens the ability of the
train 38 to inadvertently slide out of the slit 34 allow the
dress 36 to unfasten. Therefore a smaller train 38 may
need a smaller slit 34 but a larger train 38 may provide
enough of an anchoring effect to allow for a larger slit 34.
[0060] The vertical sides 18 and 20 of the first portion
8 may be held together by one or more single stitches
so that the first portion 8 remains encircling the wearer
and the body is not revealed underneath.
[0061] In the embodiment shown in Figure 1, the orig-
inal undivided rectangle 4 has long sides 12 and short
sides 14. The long sides 12 preferably have lengths in
the range 200 cm to 320 cm, but more preferably in the
range 240 cm to 280 cm. In a preferred embodiment the
length of the long sides 12 is 266 cm. The short sides 14
preferably have lengths in the range 120 cm to 160 cm,
but more preferably in the range 130 cm to 150 cm. In a
preferred embodiment the length of the short sides 14 is
140 cm.
[0062] The first slit 6 that separates the first portion 8
and second portion 10 preferably extends parallel to the
short edges 14 of the original rectangle. The length of
the first slit 6 is preferably at least half the length of the
short sides 14 and, when extending parallel to the short
edges 14, the length of the first slit 6 is preferably at least
1 cm less than the length of the short edges 14. More
preferably, the length of the first slit is at least 90% of the
length of the short sides 14 and at least 3 cm less than
the length of the short sides 14. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the first slit 6 is 134 cm long.
[0063] The first slit 6 creates a connected area 16 con-
necting the first portion 8 and the second portion 10. The
connected area 16 is defined as a perpendicular length
from the long edge 12 to the closed end of the slit 6. The
length of the connected area 16 is the difference between
the length of the slit and the length of the short edges 14.
In a preferred embodiment, the connected area 16 rep-
resents a 6 cm-long space between the closed end of
the first slit 6 and the long edge 12.
[0064] The first portion 8 created by the slit 6 has first
side 18, second side 20, top edge 22 and bottom edge
24. The second portion 10 created by the slit 6 has first
side 26, second side 28, top edge 30 and bottom edge 32.
[0065] Of the first portion 8, the first side 18 is a first
short edge 14 of the original rectangle 4 and the second
side 20 is a first side of the first slit 6. The top edge 22 is
the first part of a first long side 12 of the original rectangle
4 and bottom edge 24 is the first part of a second long
side 12 of the original rectangle 4.
[0066] Preferably, the top edge 22 and bottom edge
24 of the first portion 8 have lengths between 100 cm

and 160 cm. More preferably their lengths are in the range
120 cm to 150 cm and in a preferred embodiment, top
edge 22 and bottom edge 24 are 136 cm long.
[0067] Of the second portion 10, the first side 26 is a
second short edge 14 of the original rectangle 4 and the
second side 28 is a second side of the first slit 6. The top
edge 30 is the second part of a first long side 12 of the
original rectangle 4 and bottom edge 32 is the second
part of a second long side 12 of the original rectangle 4.
[0068] Preferably, the top edge 30 and bottom edge
32 of the second portion 10 have lengths between 70 cm
and 200 cm. More preferably their lengths are in the range
110 cm to 150 cm and in a preferred embodiment, top
edge 30 and bottom edge 32 are 130 cm long.
[0069] Preferably, the lengths of the top edge 30 and
bottom edge 32 of the second portion 10 are within 15
cm of the lengths of the top edge 22 and bottom edge 24
of the first portion 8.
[0070] The second slit 34 does not divide any edge,
but creates an opening in the first portion 8. The length
of the second slit 34 is preferably in the range 1 cm to 10
cm, but more preferably in the range 2 cm to 6 cm. In a
preferred embodiment, the second slit 34 is 4 cm long.
The second slit 34 preferably extends parallel to the top
edge 22.
[0071] Combining the preferable dimension ranges
provided for the side lengths of the second portion 10
and the length of the slit 34, the side lengths of the second
portion 10 may be from 7 to 200 times the length of the
slit 34. However a range of 20 to 100 times the length of
the slit 34 may be preferable and a range of 20 to 70
times the length of the slit 34 may be more preferable.
[0072] The distance of the second slit 34 from the first
side 18 of the first portion 8 is preferably in the range 1
cm to half of the length of the top edge 22. More prefer-
ably, the distance of the second slit 34 from the first side
18 is in the range 10 cm to 40 cm and in a preferred
embodiment the second slit 34 is located 24 cm from the
first side 18.
[0073] The distance of the second slit 34 from the top
edge 22 of the first portion 8 is preferably in the range 1
cm to 10 cm. More preferably, the distance of the second
slit 34 from the top edge 22 is in the range 1 cm to 4 cm
and in a particular embodiment the second slit 34 is lo-
cated 2 cm from the top edge 22.
[0074] A dress 36 made according to the pattern of
Figure 1 will now be described with reference to Figures
1 to 4. The same reference numerals are used for cor-
responding features of the dress pattern 2 in Figure 1
and the dress 36 in Figures 2 to 4.
[0075] The dress 36 may be made out of a wide variety
of materials. Preferably, the weight of the material com-
posing the dress is in the range 80 gsm to 200 gsm, or,
more preferably, in the range 90 gsm to 130 gsm.
[0076] The first portion 8 and second portion 10 do not
have to be rectangular in shape, or share the same shape
or approximate size. The shapes of the first portion 8 and
second potion 10 may be irregular, have any number of

7 8 



EP 3 397 100 B1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

corners, or include curved edges. The second portion 10
may be a lot larger or smaller than the first potion 8. It is,
however, preferable for the first portion 8 to have a size
and shape that allows the wearer’s body to be decently
covered. The shape of the second portion 10 is less im-
portant, but its size should be large enough to allow for
its weight to hold the dress 36 up or its length to be tied
to provide tension to hold the dress 36 up.
[0077] Figure 5 shows a pattern 40 for a dress. The
pattern 40 comprises two individual sections, a first por-
tion 42 and a second portion 44, which are comparable
to the first portion 8 and second portion 10 of the dress
pattern 2 in Figure 1.
[0078] The first portion 42 and second portion 44 are
connectable via connecting tabs 46 and 48. However the
connection may be made without connecting tabs 46 and
48 them, or with just one on either the first portion 42 or
the second portion 44.
[0079] The connecting tabs 46, 48 allow the first portion
42 and the second portion 44 of a dress made from the
pattern 40 to be fastened together. The tabs 46, 48 may
be fastened permanently, such as by a sewn seam, or
releasably, such as by hooks and eyes, buttons, snap
fasteners, zips, or the like. Permanently fastening the
first portion 42 to the second portion 44 may be carried
out during manufacture; releasably fastening the first por-
tion 42 to the second portion 44 may be carried out by
the wearer, or during manufacture.
[0080] In the case that the first portion 42 is releasably
fastened to the second portion 44, they may be inter-
changeable with other portions having compatible fas-
tening systems.
[0081] For example, the connecting tab 46 of a first
portion 42 may include hooks for connection to a con-
necting tab 48 of a second portion 44 that includes eyes.
The first portion 42 and second portion 44 may be avail-
able individually to the wearer. A wearer may therefore
obtain the first portion 42 and second portion 44 sepa-
rately and then fasten them together in order to wear the
dress. This allows interchangeability of the portions and
customisation of the dress by the wearer. The wearer
may select the first portion 42 and second portion 44 from
a variety of colours, sizes, or materials and, for example,
construct a dress with a white first portion 42 an a black
second portion 44. The wearer may also purchase a grey
second portion 44 that can be swapped with the black
second portion 44 to create a dress with a different look.
[0082] A dress made from the pattern 40 of Figure 5
functions similarly to the dress of Figures 2 to 4. When
the first portion 40 and second portion 42 are releasably
connectable and initially unconnected, the dress made
from the pattern 40 may be fastened around the wearer
by first inserting the connecting tab 46 of the first portion
40 through a slit 78 similar to the slit 34 of Figure 1. Then
the connecting tab 48 of the second portion 44 may be
fastened to the connecting tab 46 of the first portion 42.
The second portion 44 therefore does not have to be
threaded through the slit 78.

[0083] In the dress shown in Figure 5 the first portion
42 is preferably a rectangle with a connecting tab 46,
preferably located at a top corner. The connecting tab 46
provides a first interface between the first portion 42 and
second portion 44. First portion 42 has first side 50, sec-
ond side 52, top edge 54 and bottom edge 56. Connecting
tab 46 has top tab edge 58, bottom tab edge 60 and
connecting edge 62.
[0084] The preferable dimension ranges of the first
side 50, second side 52, top edge 54 and bottom edge
56 are preferably the same as the preferable dimension
ranges of the first side 18, second side 20, top edge 22
and bottom edge 24 of the first portion 8 of Figure 1.
[0085] Top edge 54 and second side 52 do not include
the connecting tab 46. If all corners of the first portion 42
are right angles, the length of the top edge 54 is equal
to the length of the bottom edge 56 and the length of
second side 52 is equal to the length of the first side 48
minus the length of the connecting edge 62 of the con-
necting tab 46.
[0086] The connecting tab 46 is analogous to the con-
nected area 16 of Figure 1. The length of connecting
edge 62 is preferably the difference between the lengths
of the first side 48 and the second side 52 of the first
portion 42. However the connecting tab 46 may taper or
widen away from the first potion 42. In that case, the
length of the connecting edge is preferably in the range
1 cm to 50 cm and more preferably in the range 2 cm to
20 cm.
[0087] The lengths of the top tab edge 58 and bottom
tab edge 60 are preferably in the range 1 cm to 50 cm
and more preferably in the range 2 cm to 30 cm. It is
preferable for the top tab edge 58 to be the same length
as the bottom tab edge 60.
[0088] The second portion 44 is preferably a rectangle
with a connecting tab 48, preferably located at a top cor-
ner. The connecting tab 48 provides a second interface
between the first portion 42 and second portion 44. The
second portion 44 has first side 64, second side 66, top
edge 68 and bottom edge 70. Connecting tab 46 has top
tab edge 72, bottom tab edge 74 and connecting edge 76.
[0089] The preferable dimension ranges of the first
side 64, second side 66, top edge 68 and bottom edge
70 are preferably the same as the preferable dimension
ranges of the first side 26, second side 28, top edge 30
and bottom edge 32 of the second portion 10 of Figure 1.
[0090] Top edge 68 and second side 66 do not include
the connecting tab 48. If all corners of the second portion
44 are right angles, the length of the top edge 68 is equal
to the length of the bottom edge 70 and the length of
second side 66 is equal to the length of the first side 64
minus the length of the connecting edge 76 of the con-
necting tab 48.
[0091] The connecting tab 48 is analogous to the con-
nected area 16 of Figure 1. The length of connecting
edge 76 is preferably the difference between the lengths
of the first side 64 and the second side 66 of the second
portion 44. However the connecting tab 48 may taper or
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widen away from the second potion 44. In that case, the
length of the connecting edge is preferably in the range
1 cm to 50 cm and more preferably in the range 2 cm to
20 cm.
[0092] The lengths of the top tab edge 72 and bottom
tab edge 74 are preferably in the range 1 cm to 50 cm
and more preferably in the range 2 cm to 30 cm. It is
preferable for the top tab edge 72 to be the same length
as the bottom tab edge 74.
[0093] The first portion 42, second portion 44 and con-
necting tabs 46 and 48 do not have to be rectangular in
shape or share the same shape. Their shapes may be
irregular, have any number of corners, or include curved
edges. The second portion 44 may be a lot larger or small-
er than the first potion 42. It is, however, preferable for
the first portion 42 to have a size and shape that allows
the wearer’s body to be decently covered. The shape of
the second portion 44 is less important, but its size should
be large enough to allow for its weight to hold the dress
up or its length to be tied to provide tension to hold the
dress up.
[0094] Figure 6 demonstrates a pattern 80 for a skirt.
The pattern 80 is preferably formed of a first portion 82
and a second portion 84. The first portion 82 and second
portion 84 may comprise a single piece of material, in
correspondence with the pattern 2 in Figure 1, or two
separate pieces of material that are sewn or otherwise
fastened together in correspondence with the pattern 40
in Figure 5. The dashed line 86 demonstrates the position
of the boundary between the first potion 82 and second
portion 84 and the point at which they may be sewn or
fastened together.
[0095] A skirt made from the pattern 80 of Figure 6 is
worn by wrapping the first portion 82 around the waist
and legs of the wearer. The second portion 84 is also
wrapped around the waist of the wearer until the second
edge 96 meets the first slit 102 and second slit 104. The
second portion 84 is then threaded through the first slit
102 from the front and through the second slit 104 from
the back. The second portion 84 can be pushed or pulled
through the slits 102 and 104 until the skirt is wrapped
tightly enough around the wearer that it will not slide down
over the wearer’s hips.
[0096] The second portion 84 may be prevented from
sliding back out of the slits 102 and 104 due to the volume
of the material composing the second portion 84. The
width of the second portion 84 (i.e. the length of the first
side 86 or second side 96) can be considerably larger
than the length of the slits 102 and 104. As will be ex-
plained below, there may be reasons to vary the length
of the slits 102 and 104.
[0097] In order to thread the second portion 84 through
the slit so that the first portion 82 may encircle the wearer,
the second portion 84 must be compressed to a width
that is small enough to pass through the slits 102 and
104. The compression can occur by an action on the
input sides of the slits 102 and 104, for example the wear-
er, vendor or manufacturer of the skirt may condense the

second portion and push it through the slit. Alternatively,
the compression can be a result of the second portion
84 being pulled through the slits 102 and 104 from the
output sides and condensing as it is forced to momen-
tarily assume the small dimensions of the slits 102 and
104. The second portion 84 therefore does not easily
slide in and out of the slits 102 and 104 and must be
pulled or pushed by an external force. Having both the
first slot 102 and the second slit 104 allows for a more
secure fastening than if the skirt had just one slit.
[0098] The lengths of the slits 102 and 104 may be
varied according to the type of material comprising the
skirt in order to account for the variations in properties of
different types of material. Different fabrics may have dif-
ferent weights and different frictional properties. For ex-
ample, a silken fabric may be more lightweight than a
woollen fabric and it may also have a lower coefficient of
friction against itself and against skin.
[0099] The lower the weight and coefficient of friction
of the fabric comprising the second portion 84, the smaller
the slits 102 and 104 need to be. Smaller slits 102 and
104 compensate for a lighter and/or more slippery sec-
ond portion 84 as it lessens the ability of the second por-
tion 84 to inadvertently slide out of the slits 102 and 104
and allow the skirt to unfasten.
[0100] The lengths of the slits 102 and 104 may also
be varied according to the width of the second portion
84. A wider second portion 4 means there is a higher
volume of material to be condensed to pass through the
slits 102 and 104; it lessens the ability of the second
portion 84 to inadvertently slide out of the slits 102 and
104 and allow the skirt to unfasten. Therefore a wider
second portion 84 allows for shorter slits 102 and 104.
[0101] In one example, the pattern used for the skirt is
used or draped as a cocktail dress. In this case, instead
of being draped at waist point in the way for use as a
skirt, it is draped higher up on the body such as at the
bust. A pattern similar to that of Figure 1 could also be
used for making a cocktail dress if the appropriate length
for edges 18 and 20 are selected. The lengths or dimen-
sions of the pattern can be varied and the clothing draped
at bust level and therefore form a top.
[0102] In the skirt shown in Figure 6, the first portion
82 is preferably rectangular in shape and comprises a
first side 88, second side 90, top edge 92 and bottom
edge 94. The second portion 84 is also preferably rec-
tangular in shape and comprises a first side 86 (the
dashed line 86 demonstrates the boundary between the
first portion 82 and second portion 84), second side 96,
top edge 98 and bottom edge 100.
[0103] The lengths of the first side 88 and second side
90 of the first portion 82 are preferably in the range 40
cm to 120 cm and more preferably in the range 55 cm to
105 cm. In a particular example, the first side 88 and
second side 90 of the first portion 82 are 85 cm long.
[0104] The lengths of the top edge 92 and bottom edge
94 of the first portion 82 are preferably in the range 90
cm to 130 cm and more preferably in the range 100 cm
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to 120 cm. In a particular embodiment, the top edge 92
and bottom edge 94 of the first portion 82 are 109 cm long.
[0105] The lengths of the first side 86 and second side
96 of the second portion 84 are preferably in the range
10 cm to 40 cm and more preferably in the range 15 cm
to 30 cm. In a particular embodiment, the first side 86
and second side 96 of the second portion 84 are 20 cm
long.
[0106] The lengths of the top edge 98 and bottom edge
100 of the second portion 84 are preferably in the range
100 cm to 170 cm and more preferably in the range 120
cm to 160 cm. In a particular embodiment, the top edge
98 and bottom edge 100 of the second portion 84 are
150 cm long.
[0107] The second portion 84 comprises a first slit 102
and a second slit 104 that preferably extend perpendic-
ularly to the top edge 98. The slits 102 and 104 provide
openings in the second portion 84 for the fastening sys-
tem of the skirt.
[0108] The lengths of slits 102 and 104 are preferably
in the range 1 cm to 6 cm and more preferably in the
range 2 cm to 4 cm. In a particular embodiment the slits
102 and 104 are 4 cm long. Combining the preferable
dimension ranges provided for the width of the second
portion 84 and the length of the slits 102 and 104, the
width of the second portion 84 may be from 2 to 40 times
the length of the slit 34. However a range of 3 to 15 times
the length of the slit 34 may be preferable and a range
of 4 to 10 times the length of the slit 34 may be more
preferable. In a particular embodiment, the second por-
tion 84 is 5 times the length of the slits 102 and 104.
[0109] The slits 102 and 104 are located preferably at
the same distance from the top edge 98, which is pref-
erably no less than 1cm. In a particular embodiment the
slits 102 and 104 begin 10 cm below the top edge 98.
[0110] The distance of the first slit 102 from the second
side 96 is preferably in the range 70 cm to 120 cm and
more preferably in the range 90 cm to 110 cm. In a par-
ticular embodiment, the distance of the first slit 102 from
the second side 96 is 100 cm.
[0111] The second slit 104 lies at a distance preferably
in the range of 1 cm to 5 cm from the first slit 102 and
lies closer to the second side 96 than the first slit 102 is.
In a particular embodiment, the first slit 102 and second
slit 104 are separated by 2 cm. Therefore the distance
of the second slit 104 from the second side 96 is prefer-
ably in the range 71 cm to 125 cm and more preferably
in the range 91 cm to 115 cm. In a particular embodiment,
the distance of the second slit 104 from the second side
96 is 98 cm.
[0112] The first portion 82 and second portion 84 do
not have to be rectangular in shape. The shapes of the
first portion 82 and second potion 84 may be irregular,
have any number of corners, or include curved edges. It
is, however, preferable for the first portion 82 to have a
size and shape that allows the wearer’s body to be de-
cently covered. It is also preferable for the second portion
84 to be long enough to wrap around the wearer’s waist

and be inserted into the slits 102 and 104.
[0113] Embodiments of the present invention have
been described with particular reference to the examples
illustrated. However, it will be appreciated that variations
and modifications may be made to the examples de-
scribed within the scope of the present invention as de-
fined by the claims.

Claims

1. An article of clothing (36) comprising a first portion
(8) to cover a wearer and a fastening system to hold
the first portion on the wearer, the fastening system
comprising:

a second portion (10) connected or connectable
to the first portion; and
at least one opening (34) in the first portion or
second portion;
wherein the connection (16) to the second por-
tion and the at least one opening are located at
positions in the first portion or second portion
such that, in use, the first or second portion can
be passed through the at least one opening to
cause the first portion to encircle the wearer;
characterized in that the first and second por-
tions are connected by being part of a single
continuous piece of material; and
in that the first and second portions are sepa-
rated by a slit (6) in the single continuous piece
of material.

2. An article of clothing according to claim 1, wherein,
the first or second portion is worn over at least one
shoulder of the wearer.

3. An article of clothing according to claim 1 or 2, where-
in the weight of the second portion holds the first
portion in place around the wearer.

4. An article of clothing according to claim 1 or 2, where-
in tension in the second portion holds the first portion
in place around the wearer.

5. An article of clothing according to any of claims 1 to
4, wherein the first and/or second portion have a po-
lygonal shape.

6. An article of clothing according to claim 5, wherein
the polygonal shape is a rectangle.

7. An article of clothing according to claim 6, wherein
the first portion and second portion side lengths are
in the range of 120 to 150 centimetres.

8. An article of clothing according to any of claims 5 to
7, wherein the connection between the first portion
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and the second portion is located at a corner of the
first portion and/or the second portion.

9. An article of clothing according to any of claims 1 to
8, wherein the at least one opening is a slit with a
length in the range of 1 to 10 centimetres.

10. An article of clothing according to any of claims 1 to
9, wherein the at least one opening is located at a
distance of 40 centimetres or less from a corner of
the first portion.

11. An article of clothing according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the first portion has a plurality of
openings for receiving the first or second portion.

12. An article of clothing according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the vertical ends of the first por-
tion are held together by one or more single stitches.

13. An article of clothing according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the first and second portions
comprise material weighing no less than 80 grams
per square metre.

14. A method for forming an article of clothing (36) com-
prising a first portion (8) to cover a wearer and a
fastening system to hold the first portion on the wear-
er, the method comprising:

providing a second portion (10) connected or
connectable to the first portion; and
forming at least one opening (34) in the first por-
tion or second portion;
wherein the connection (16) to the second por-
tion and the at least one opening are located at
positions in the first portion or second portion
such that, in use, the first or second portion can
be passed through the at least one opening to
cause the first portion to encircle the wearer
charaterized in that the first and second portions
are connected by being part of a single contin-
uous piece of material; and
in that the first and second portions are separat-
ed by a slit (6) in the single continuous piece of
material.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein, the article of cloth-
ing is an article according to any of claims 1 to 13.

Patentansprüche

1. Kleidungsstück (36), umfassend einen ersten Ab-
schnitt (8), um einen Träger abzudecken, und ein
Befestigungssystem, um den ersten Abschnitts an
dem Träger zu halten, wobei das Befestigungssys-
tem umfasst:

einen zweiten Abschnitt (10), der mit dem ersten
Abschnitt verbunden oder verbindbar ist; und
mindestens eine Öffnung (34) in dem ersten Ab-
schnitt oder zweiten Abschnitt;
wobei die Verbindung (16) zu dem zweiten Ab-
schnitt und die mindestens eine Öffnung an Po-
sitionen in dem ersten Abschnitt oder zweiten
Abschnitt so angeordnet sind, dass im Ge-
brauch der erste oder zweite Abschnitt durch die
mindestens eine Öffnung geführt werden kann,
um zu bewirken, dass der erste Abschnitt den
Träger umgibt;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der erste und der zweite Abschnitt miteinander
verbunden sind, indem sie Teil eines einzelnen
durchgehenden Materialstücks sind; und
dass der erste und zweite Abschnitt durch einen
Schlitz (6) in dem einzelnen durchgehenden
Materialstücks getrennt sind.

2. Kleidungsstück nach Anspruch 1, wobei der erste
oder zweite Abschnitt über mindestens eine Schulter
des Trägers getragen wird.

3. Kleidungsstück nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das
Gewicht des zweiten Abschnitts den ersten Ab-
schnitt um den Träger herum in Position hält.

4. Kleidungsstück nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei eine
Spannung im zweiten Abschnitt den ersten Abschnitt
um den Träger herum in Position hält.

5. Kleidungsstück nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4,
wobei der erste und/oder zweite Abschnitt eine po-
lygonale Form aufweist.

6. Kleidungsstück nach Anspruch 5, wobei die polygo-
nale Form ein Rechteck ist.

7. Kleidungsstück nach Anspruch 6, wobei die Seiten-
längen des ersten Abschnitts und zweiten Abschnitts
im Bereich von 120 bis 150 Zentimetern liegen.

8. Kleidungsstück nach einem der Ansprüche 5 bis 7,
wobei die Verbindung zwischen dem ersten Ab-
schnitt und dem zweiten Abschnitt an einer Ecke des
ersten Abschnitts und/oder des zweiten Abschnitts
angeordnet ist.

9. Kleidungsstück nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8,
wobei die mindestens eine Öffnung ein Schlitz mit
einer Länge im Bereich von 1 bis 10 Zentimetern ist.

10. Kleidungsstück nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 9,
wobei die mindestens eine Öffnung in einem Ab-
stand von 40 Zentimetern oder weniger von einer
Ecke des ersten Abschnitts angeordnet ist.
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11. Kleidungsstück nach einem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, wobei der erste Abschnitt eine Vielzahl
von Öffnungen zum Aufnehmen des ersten oder
zweiten Abschnitts aufweist.

12. Kleidungsstück nach einem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, wobei die vertikalen Enden des ersten
Abschnitts durch einen oder mehrere Einzelstiche
zusammengehalten werden.

13. Kleidungsstück nach einem der vorhergehenden
Ansprüche, wobei der erste und zweite Abschnitt
Material umfassen, das nicht weniger als 80 Gramm
pro Quadratmeter wiegt.

14. Verfahren zum Bilden eines Kleidungsstücks (36),
umfassend einen ersten Abschnitt (8), um einen Trä-
ger abzudecken, und ein Befestigungssystem, um
den ersten Abschnitt an dem Träger zu halten, wobei
das Verfahren umfasst:

Bereitstellen eines zweiten Abschnitts (10), der
mit dem ersten Abschnitt verbunden oder ver-
bindbar ist; und
Bilden von mindestens einer Öffnung (34) in
dem ersten Abschnitt oder zweiten Abschnitt;
wobei die Verbindung (16) zu dem zweiten Ab-
schnitt und die mindestens eine Öffnung an Po-
sitionen in dem ersten Abschnitt oder zweiten
Abschnitt so angeordnet sind, dass im Ge-
brauch der erste oder zweite Abschnitt durch die
mindestens eine Öffnung geführt werden kann,
um zu bewirken, dass der erste Abschnitt den
Träger umgibt,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der erste und zweite Abschnitt miteinander ver-
bunden sind, indem sie Teil eines einzelnen
durchgehenden Materialstücks sind; und
dass der erste und der zweite Abschnitt durch
einen Schlitz (6) in dem durchgehenden Mate-
rialstück getrennt sind.

15. Verfahren nach Anspruch 14, wobei das Kleidungs-
stück ein Kleidungsstück nach einem der Ansprüche
1 bis 13 ist.

Revendications

1. Article vestimentaire (36) comprenant une première
partie (8) pour recouvrir un porteur et un système de
fixation pour maintenir la première partie sur le por-
teur, le système de fixation comprenant :

une seconde partie (10) reliée ou apte à être
reliée à la première partie ; et
au moins une ouverture (34) dans la première
partie ou la seconde partie ;

la liaison (16) à la seconde partie et l’au moins
une ouverture étant situées dans des positions
dans la première partie ou la seconde partie tel-
les qu’en utilisation la première ou seconde par-
tie peut être amenée à passer à travers l’au
moins une ouverture pour amener la première
partie à encercler le porteur ;
caractérisé par le fait que
les première et seconde parties sont reliées en
faisant partie d’un unique morceau continu de
matière ; et
par le fait que les première et seconde parties
sont séparées par une fente (6) dans l’unique
morceau continu de matière.

2. Article vestimentaire selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la première ou seconde partie est portée sur
au moins une épaule du porteur.

3. Article vestimentaire selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans lequel le poids de la seconde partie maintient
la première partie en place autour du porteur.

4. Article vestimentaire selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
dans lequel une tension dans la seconde partie
maintient la première partie en place autour du por-
teur.

5. Article vestimentaire selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 4, dans lequel la première partie
et/ou la seconde partie ont une forme polygonale.

6. Article vestimentaire selon la revendication 5, dans
lequel la forme polygonale est un rectangle.

7. Article vestimentaire selon la revendication 6, dans
lequel des longueurs latérales des première et se-
conde parties se situent dans la plage allant de 120
à 150 centimètres.

8. Article vestimentaire selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 5 à 7, dans lequel la liaison entre la
première partie et la seconde partie est située à un
coin de la première partie et/ou de la seconde partie.

9. Article vestimentaire selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 8, dans lequel l’au moins une ouver-
ture est une fente avec une longueur se situant dans
la plage allant de 1 à 10 centimètres.

10. Article vestimentaire selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 9, dans lequel l’au moins une ouver-
ture est située à une distance de 40 centimètres ou
moins d’un coin de la première partie.

11. Article vestimentaire selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel la première
partie a une pluralité d’ouvertures pour recevoir la
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première ou seconde partie.

12. Article vestimentaire selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel les extrémi-
tés verticales de la première partie sont maintenues
ensemble par un ou plusieurs points individuels.

13. Article vestimentaire selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, dans lequel les première
et seconde parties comprennent une matière ne pe-
sant pas moins de 80 grammes par mètre carré.

14. Procédé pour former un article vestimentaire (36)
comprenant une première partie (8) pour recouvrir
un porteur et un système de fixation pour maintenir
la première partie sur le porteur, le procédé
comprenant :

disposer une seconde partie (10) reliée ou apte
à être reliée à la première partie ; et
former au moins une ouverture (34) dans la pre-
mière partie ou la seconde partie ;
la liaison (16) à la seconde partie et l’au moins
une ouverture étant situées dans des positions
dans la première partie ou la seconde partie tel-
les qu’en utilisation la première ou seconde par-
tie peut être amenée à passer à travers l’au
moins une ouverture pour amener la première
partie à encercler le porteur ;
caractérisé par le fait que
les première et seconde parties sont reliées en
faisant partie d’un unique morceau continu de
matière ; et
par le fait que les première et seconde parties
sont séparées par une fente (6) dans l’unique
morceau continu de matière.

15. Procédé selon la revendication 14, dans lequel l’ar-
ticle vestimentaire est un article selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 à 13.
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