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(54) NET ASSEMBLY

(57) A net assembly comprising a) a first elongated
member, b) a second elongated flexible member, c) a
third elongated flexible member, d) a first connector, and
e) a second connector, f) said first connector connecting
the first elongated member and second elongated flexible
member, g) said second connector connecting the sec-
ond and third elongated flexible members, h) said first
connector having a first end and a second end, said first
end being connected to the first elongated member and
said second end being connected to the second elongat-
ed flexible member, i) said second connector having a
first end and a second end, said first end being connected
to the second elongated flexible member and the second
end being connected to the third elongated flexible mem-
ber, and j) said first and/or said second end of said first
and second connectors comprising a longitudinal dis-
placement preventing element which prevents the first
and/or the second end of the connector from displacing
along the longitudinal axis of the elongated flexible ele-
ment to which it is connected.
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Description

[0001] The current invention relates to a net assembly
and to a method of assembling a net assembly.
[0002] The embodiments described in this specifica-
tion are mainly related to applications for use in play-
ground equipment, however, other applications could al-
so be imagined.

Description of related art

[0003] Net assemblies are used in many different well
known applications. One example application is a "bas-
ket swing". An example of a circular basket swing is
shown in USD702449. The net assembly of the swing of
USD702449 is not described in detail, however searching
on google for the words "basket swing" will disclose a
number of circular swings with net assemblies. Basket
swings can also be found in shapes other than circular.
Sometimes a basket swing can be called a bird nest
swing.
[0004] Another example of the use of a net assembly
in the prior art is for a hammock. Hammocks are typically
also formed from a collection of ropes which are assem-
bled into a net structure. Another example of a net as-
sembly in the prior art is a climbing net.
[0005] In the prior art, it is common to provide a net
assembly by providing a network of ropes which cross
each other to provide a grid like structure. Openings are
provided in the grid like structure of the net assembly
between adjacent ropes. The ropes are joined together
where they cross to ensure that the dimensions of the
openings between adjacent ropes do not change.
[0006] In some cases, the ropes are spliced together
where they cross. In other solutions, the ropes are tied
together with knots. In other solutions, the ropes are
joined together via a clamp at the point of intersection
between two ropes.
[0007] In order to provide the necessary strength for
the net assembly, thick ropes are usually necessary. Fur-
thermore, it is important that the spacing between the
adjacent ropes is small enough that a child cannot fit
his/her head and/or torso through the openings between
the ropes. It is therefore also important that the openings
remain their predefined constant size and as such it is
very important that the ropes do not displace with respect
to each other during use. Hence it is important to make
the connections between ropes very strong.
[0008] When hammocks and basket swings or other
applications of net assemblies are used in playgrounds,
there are number of very rigid safety specifications that
the net assemblies must meet. Typically, these safety
specifications impose the use of a rather strong rope.
Often, the ropes comprise a braided steel core coated
by a plastic wrap or a plastic braid. When these strong
ropes are joined together to form the net assembly, the
points of intersections will form large protrusions which
make it uncomfortable to lie on. These protrusions are

formed by the knots, by the splices, by the clamps, etc.
Furthermore, it is rather time consuming to assemble a
net assembly where the ropes are spliced or knotted or
clamped together.
[0009] Other forms of basket swings have been pro-
posed in the prior art to avoid some of the above men-
tioned problems. One example of such an alternative
basket swing is provided in WO16118095. However,
such alternative basket swings have other issues.

Summary of the invention

[0010] A first aspect of the current invention is therefore
to provide a net assembly which is more comfortable to
rest on.
[0011] A second aspect of the current invention is to
provide a net assembly which is easy and fast to assem-
ble.
[0012] A third aspect of the current invention is to pro-
vide a net assembly which is attractive to look at.
[0013] These aspects are provided at least in part by
a net assembly as defined in claim 1.
[0014] According to the current specification the term
"elongated member" should be understood as a member
having a length which is greater than its width and thick-
ness. Some non-limiting examples of elongated mem-
bers are a rope, a chain, a pipe, a steel rod, a plastic
injection moulded rod and a wire. According to this spec-
ification, an elongated flexible member is an elongated
member which is flexible, for example a rope, a wire, a
chain, etc.
[0015] It should be noted that the elongated members
do not have to be straight, but could be any suitable form,
for example circular, oval, rounded rectangular, etc. In
this respect, it should also be noted that in the claims and
the description, reference is sometimes made to the lon-
gitudinal axis of the elongated element. In the case where
elongated element has a curvature, then the longitudinal
axis should be interpreted as the average linear axis
passing through the portion of the elongated member at
the location of interest.
[0016] Additional embodiments are disclosed in the
dependent claims and in the rest of the description below.
Different features of different embodiments discussed in
this specification can be joined with each other to provide
even more embodiments.
[0017] In one embodiment, the first and second con-
nectors are connected to a maximum of two elongated
flexible elements each. In this way, short and simple con-
nectors can be provided which only need to extend be-
tween two elongated elements. In one embodiment, the
connector connects at most two adjacent elongated el-
ements.
[0018] In one embodiment, the connectors are formed
as injection moulded plastic elements. In one embodi-
ment the connectors are elements having a stiffness
which is at least twice that of the elongated flexible ele-
ments.
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[0019] In one embodiment, the net assembly could fur-
ther comprise a third and a fourth connector similar to
the first and second connectors respectively, said third
and fourth connector being spaced from said first and
second connector in the direction of the longitudinal axis
of the elongated flexible elements and being connected
to the first elongated element and the second and third
elongated flexible elements respectively in a manner sim-
ilar to the first and second connectors.
[0020] In one embodiment, the net assembly could
comprise an exposed section of elongated flexible ele-
ment between the first and the third connectors and be-
tween the second and the fourth connectors. In one em-
bodiment, the third and fourth connectors could be ar-
ranged such that they are not abutting the first and sec-
ond connectors. In this way, the number of connectors
necessary can be reduced.
[0021] In one embodiment, the second end of the con-
nector could comprise the longitudinal displacement pre-
venting element. In one embodiment, the protrusion
could be a sharp pin extending in a direction which is
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the elongated
flexible element to which the connector is connected.
[0022] In one embodiment, the first end of the connec-
tor could comprise a first through going hole which is
arranged perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the con-
nector and the second end of the connector could com-
prise a second through going hole which is arranged per-
pendicular to the longitudinal axis of the connector and
where the first and second through going holes could be
arranged such that the elongated flexible members con-
nected to the first and or second connectors pass through
the through going hole. In one embodiment the inner di-
ameter of the first and/or second through going holes
could be chosen to be slightly larger than the outer di-
ameter of the elongated flexible member. In one embod-
iment, a protrusion could be arranged such that it is ex-
tending from an inner surface of the first and/or the sec-
ond through going hole.
[0023] In one embodiment, the maximum dimension
of the first and second connectors perpendicular to the
plane tangent to the net assembly at the location of the
connector could be less than 200% of the corresponding
dimension of the elongated flexible element. In one em-
bodiment this dimension could be less than 180%, less
than 150% or less than 130%. By reducing the thickness
of the connectors with respect to the thickness of the
elongated flexible elements, the net assembly becomes
more comfortable to lie on.
[0024] In another embodiment, the maximum width of
the connectors could be chosen such that it is greater
than 1cm, greater than 1.5 cm, greater than 2 cm, greater
than 3 cm or greater than 4 cm. By increasing the width
of the connector, the surface area of the connector is
increased thereby making it more comfortable to lie on.
In one embodiment the upper and/or lower surfaces of
the connector could be formed as essentially planar sur-
faces. In this way, the connectors become more comfort-

able to lie on.
[0025] In one embodiment, connector could be made
up of top and bottom shell portions which are joined to-
gether during assembly. In one embodiment the top and
bottom shell portions of the connector could be connect-
ed via one or more two way barbed element(s). By barbed
element should be understood an element having barbs
facing one direction on one side and barbs facing another
direction on another side. In one embodiment, the top
and bottom shell portions could be connected via coop-
erating snap elements on the top and bottom shell por-
tions. Cooperating snap elements should be understood
as two elements which when pressed against each other
will engage with each other to hold onto each other.
[0026] In one embodiment the net assembly could
comprise a bridge connector where the width of the first
end and the width of the second end of the bridge con-
nector in a direction parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
elongated flexible element to which they are connected
is greater than the corresponding dimension of the sec-
ond end of the first and second connectors and where
both the first and the second ends of the bridge connector
have openings suitable for inserting the second ends of
other connectors.
[0027] In one embodiment, the net assembly could fur-
ther comprise a short connector between two adjacent
elongated elements, said short connector being similar
to said first and/or said second connector, but having a
dimension between the elongated flexible elements to
which it is connected which is less than the corresponding
dimension of the first and/or second connector.
[0028] A method of assembling a net structure accord-
ing to the invention is disclosed in claim 10. In one em-
bodiment of the method of assembling the net assembly,
the method could further comprise the step of providing
the bottom and/or the top shell portions of the connectors
with one way fastening elements which are suitable to
engage with corresponding one way fastening elements
on the top and/or bottom shell portions respectively of
the connectors.
[0029] It should be emphasized that the term "compris-
es/comprising/comprised of" when used in this specifi-
cation is taken to specify the presence of stated features,
integers, steps or components but does not preclude the
presence or addition of one or more other features, inte-
gers, steps, components or groups thereof. For example,
in the claims it is stated that the net assembly comprises
a first connector and a second connector. However, this
should be understood in that the net assembly comprises
at least two connectors. Any number of connectors could
be comprised in a net assembly according to the current
invention. The same is true for the number of elongated
elements.

Brief description of the drawings

[0030] In the following, the invention will be described
in greater detail with reference to embodiments shown
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by the enclosed figures. It should be emphasized that
the embodiments shown are used for example purposes
only and should not be used to limit the scope of the
invention.

Figure 1 shows a top perspective view of a basket
swing comprising an embodiment of a net assembly
according to the current invention.

Figure 2 shows a top perspective view of a portion
of the net assembly of the basket swing of figure 1.

Figure 3 shows a top perspective exploded view of
the portion of the net assembly shown in figure 2.

Figure 4 shows a cross sectional exploded view of
a portion of the net assembly of figure 2 according
to the line defined by IV-IV in figure 3.

Figure 5 shows a detailed perspective view of one
connector of the net assembly of the basket swing
of figure 1.

Figure 6 shows a detailed exploded perspective view
of the connector of figure 5.

Figure 7 shows a top view of the connector of figure 5.

Figure 8 shows a front view of the connector of figure
5.

Figure 9 shows a bottom view of the connector of
figure 5.

Figure 10 shows a left side view of the connector of
figure 5.

Figure 11 shows a right side view of the connector
of figure 5.

Figure 12 shows a rear view of the connector of figure
5.

Figure 13 is a schematic cross sectional view of a
portion of another embodiment of a net assembly
according to the invention.

Figure 14 is a schematic top view of a portion of
another embodiment of a net assembly according to
the invention.

Figure 15 is a schematic top view of a portion of
another embodiment of a net assembly according to
the invention.

Figure 16 is a schematic top view of a portion of
another embodiment of a net assembly according to
the invention.

Figure 17 is a schematic top view of a portion of
another embodiment of a net assembly according to
the invention.

Figure 18 shows a schematic front view of another
embodiment of a connector for a net assembly ac-
cording to the current invention.

Detailed description of the embodiments

[0031] Figures 1-12 all relate to a first embodiment 1
of a basket swing which uses a net assembly according
to the current invention. Figure 1 shows the complete
basket swing 1. The basket swing comprises a circular
metal frame 2 covered by a rubber bumper 4. The rubber
bumper is formed as four quarter circular rubber ele-
ments 4a,4b,4c,4d which are mounted on the circular
metal frame 2. Support fittings 6 are integrated into the
circular frame and the swing is supported by ropes 8 con-
nected to the four support fittings 6.
[0032] The circular area 10 inside the circular metal
frame 2 is filled with a net assembly 12 according to the
invention. The net assembly 12 comprises four co-centric
circular elongated flexible elements 14 in the form of four
co-centric flexible circular rings 14. In this embodiment,
the rings 14 are provided by ropes which are joined to-
gether into a ring with a metal connector 16. The four co-
centric rings are provided with four different diameters,
each being progressively smaller than the last. The spac-
ing between adjacent co-centric circular rings is the same
for all four rings. The rings are joined together by con-
nectors 18.
[0033] The largest ring 14a is connected by a first se-
ries of spaced apart connectors 18a to the circular metal
frame 2. The second largest ring 14b is connected to the
largest ring 14a via a second series of spaced apart con-
nectors 18b. The third largest ring 14c is connected to
the second largest ring 14b via a third series of spaced
apart connectors 18c. The smallest ring 14d is connected
to the third largest ring via a fourth series of spaced apart
connectors 18d. The connectors 18 are all arranged ex-
tending along a radial direction with regards to the circular
rings. Details of the connectors 18 are provided with re-
gards to figures 2-12. In this embodiment, the connectors
of adjacent series of connectors are connected and ar-
ranged to form radial lines of connected connectors.
[0034] Figures 2-4 show details of how the net assem-
bly of figure 1 is assembled. Figure 2-4 show three co-
centric rings 18a,18b,18c equal to the largest, the second
largest and the third largest rings of figure 1. One con-
nector of the first series of connectors 18a, one connector
of the second series of connectors 18b and one connec-
tor of the third series of connectors 18c are shown in the
figures to simplify the explanation. Figures 5 and 6 show
a more detailed view of the connector itself and figures
7-12 show a number of different views of the connector.
Figures 5 and 7-12 could be suitable for use as a design
application. It should be noted that the drawings show
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diagonal surface patterns on the upper and lower surfac-
es of the connector which could be removed if not de-
sired.
[0035] As can be seen from figures 3, 4 and 6, the
connector comprises two shell portions, a top shell por-
tion 20 and a bottom shell portion 22 which are held to-
gether by three two way barbed pins 24. The pins are
inserted into recesses 26 in the bottom shell portion 22
and when the top shell portion 20 is pressed onto the
bottom shell portion, the barbed pins 24 are pressed into
corresponding recesses 28 in the top shell portion 20.
Due to the barbs on the pins, once the top and bottom
shell portions are pressed together, they will be held to-
gether and it will not be easy to separate the two shell
portions.
[0036] As can be seen from the figures, the connectors
have a first end 30 and a second end 32. A first through
going hole 34 is placed in the first end 30 and a second
through going hole 36 is placed in the second end 32.
The two through going holes 34,36 are arranged perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis of the connector. The
through going holes are arranged to be slightly larger
than the diameter of the rope 14 which is used in the net
assembly.
[0037] The second end 32 of the connector is provided
with a sharp protrusion in the form of a pin 38 in the inside
surface of the through going hole in both the top and
bottom shell portions. These pins extend radially with re-
spect to the through going hole. When the top and bottom
shell portions are pressed together about a rope, the two
pins 38 will be pressed into the rope. This will create a
significant amount of friction between the rope and the
second end of the connector. This will therefore prevent
the connector from displacing along the longitudinal axis
of the rope with respect to the rope which is connected
to the second end of the connector. This will also prevent
the connector from pivoting with respect to the rope con-
nected to the second end of the connector and about the
longitudinal axis of the rope. In contrast the through going
hole in the first end does not have any pins and since it
is slightly larger in diameter than the rope, the connector
is free to rotate with respect to the rope 14 connected to
the first end of the connector and about the longitudinal
axis of said rope 14.
[0038] The first end 30 has a dimension along a direc-
tion which is parallel to the longitudinal axis of the rope
14 and which is shown as D1. The second end 32 has a
dimension along a direction which is parallel to the lon-
gitudinal axis of the rope 14 and which is shown as D2.
The dimension D1 is greater than D2. The first end 30 is
also formed with a recess 34 which has a dimension par-
allel to the longitudinal axis of the rope 14 which is shown
as D3. D3 is slightly larger than D2 such that the second
end 32 of a first connector 18b can be inserted into the
recess 40 in the first end 30 of a second connector 18c.
The depth of the recess is such that the through going
hole 34 in the second end of the first connector can be
aligned with the through going hole 36 in the first end of

the second connector.
[0039] During assembly, the second end of a first con-
nector is connected to a rope and then the first end of a
second connector is connected to the same rope and
such that the second end of the first connector is arranged
in the recess in the first end of the second connector.
Since the second end of the first connector is provided
with a pin which engages with the rope, the second end
of the first connector is prevented from displacing with
respect to the rope. Furthermore, since the second end
of the first connector is inserted into the recess in the first
end of the second connector, the second connector is
also prevented from displacing with respect to the rope.
However, the second connector is free to pivot with re-
spect to the rope about the longitudinal axis of the rope.
In this way, a pivotable joint is formed between the two
connectors while maintaining the position of the connec-
tors on the rope. In this way, a flexible net assembly is
provided, while maintaining the dimensions of all the
openings in net assembly.
[0040] The structure of the disclosed net assembly is
also very easy to assemble. In one example embodiment,
a suitable form (not shown) is provided which has recess-
es or suitable holding elements for the bottom shell por-
tions 22 of all the connectors. A user can then insert bot-
tom shell portions into all the available recesses. Once
all the bottom shell portions are arranged, circular rope
rings can be placed into the form and into the through
going openings in the bottom shell portions. Top shell
portions can then be placed onto the bottom shell por-
tions. Pressure can be applied to the top shell portions
via a common pressure application to all portions at once,
or each top shell portion can be pressed into place one
at a time. Once the top shell portions have been pressed
onto the bottom shell portions, the net assembly is prop-
erly assembled.
[0041] It can be mentioned that the circular metal frame
2 in the current embodiment, is provided with metal pro-
trusions 42 which extend radially and inwardly from the
circular metal frame 2. Metal pins 44 having a diameter
which is essentially equivalent to the diameter of the rope,
are welded onto the metal protrusions such that they pro-
trude in a direction which is perpendicular to the radial
direction. The first end of the first connector can then be
fastened directly to the pins 44 during assembly. The
metal protrusion 42 is sized to fit in the recess of the first
end of the first connector. In this way, the first connector
is pivotably connected to the pins of the metal frame while
at the same time prevented from displacing with respect
to the protrusion. In another embodiment, the circular
frame 2 with the protrusions 42 and the pins 44 could be
formed as an injection moulded component, where the
circular frame, the protrusions and the pins are all formed
as a single integrated injection moulded element.
[0042] While the above description has described one
example embodiment of a basket swing with a net as-
sembly according to the current invention, other forms of
net assemblies could also be imagined.
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[0043] Figure 13 schematically shows a portion of an-
other possible arrangement of a net assembly 100 ac-
cording to the current invention. A first connector 102 has
a through going hole 104 in a first end 106 through which
a rope 108 is arranged. A pin 110 is arranged on the inner
surface of the through going hole 104. The pin 110 is
pressed into the rope to prevent displacement of the first
end 106 of the first connector 102 with respect to the rope
108. A second connector 112 has a through going hole
114 in a second end 116 through which the same rope
108 passes. The through going hole 114 in the second
end 116 of the second connector 112 does not have a
pin and is able to pivot freely with respect to the rope 104.
[0044] The first connector is further arranged with a
first circular recess 118 which engages with a circular
collar like flange 120 of the second connector. The inter-
action between the collar like flange 120 of the second
connector and the recess 118 of the first connector pre-
vents the first and second connectors from displacing
with respect to each other along a direction which is par-
allel to the longitudinal axis of the rope, while still permit-
ting pivot motion between the first and second connectors
about the longitudinal axis of the rope. The two connec-
tors could be manufactured as two plastic injection
moulded shells which are snapped together to sandwich
the rope. Likewise, when snapping two shells together,
the collar like flange can be engaged in the recess.
[0045] Figure 14 shows a schematic embodiment 200
with connectors 202,204 which are very similar to the
connectors of the embodiment of figures 1-12. However,
in this case, no pins are formed in the through going open-
ings and both the first and the second ends of both the
connectors are free to pivot and displace with respect to
the rope 206. However, locking rings 208 are placed on
the rope on either side of one of the connectors. The
locking rings firmly engage with the rope and prevent the
connector from displacing with respect to the rope. In this
case, the locking rings can be interpreted as a form of
displacement preventing element in the understanding
of the claims.
[0046] Figure 15 shows an embodiment 300 which is
very similar to the embodiment shown in figure 14, how-
ever, instead of locking rings, a locking bushing 308 with
two flanges 310 is fastened one the rope 306 at a fixed
position. The second end of a first connector 302 is fas-
tened to the bushing and then the first end of a second
connector 304 is fastened on either side of the bushing.
In this way, both ends of the both connectors are free to
pivot with respect to the rope, but both are prevented
from displacing with respect to the rope. The bushing
could be formed as a plastic injection moulded element
comprising two half shells which are pressed together
around the rope. Similar to previous embodiments, the
bushing could be held in place via a protrusion or pin
which presses into the rope.
[0047] Figure 16 schematically shows a portion of an
embodiment of a rectangular net assembly 400 accord-
ing to the current invention. In this case the ropes are

provided as parallel ropes 402 and the connectors can
be similar to the ones shown in figures 1-12. In the first
row, the connectors are arranged with the second end
to the right. In the second row, the connectors are ar-
ranged with the second end to the left. In the third row,
a new type of bridge connector 404 is introduced which
has two "first" ends. In this way, the direction of the con-
nectors can be changed. This will in certain cases provide
a more symmetric appearance to the net assembly. The
three rows are shown for example only. In a real world
situation, an assembly could be arranged with all the rows
being the same. Likewise, figure 16 is only showing a
portion of a structure and in a real world application more
elongated elements and more connectors could be pro-
vided.
[0048] Figure 17 schematically shows another embod-
iment of a net assembly 500. In this assembly, short con-
nectors 502 are introduced which are slightly shorter than
the connectors 504 in the remaining net assembly. At a
first end of the net assembly the distance between adja-
cent ropes is shown by the dimension A while at a second
end where the shorter connectors 502 are used, the dis-
tance between adjacent ropes is shown by the dimension
B. By mixing connectors of different lengths, different
forms of net assemblies can be provided.
[0049] Figure 18 shows a very schematic embodiment
of a connector 600. In this embodiment, both ends 602
of the connector are provided with pins 604 which means
that both ends are prevented from displacing and from
pivoting with respect to the rope to which they are con-
nected to. However, the portion 606 between the first and
second ends is arranged as a flexible element. In this
way, the net assembly is still able to be flexible, while the
connectors can be placed without putting them in contact
with each other, i.e. the first end of a first connector does
not have to engage with a second end of a second con-
nector.
[0050] The above description and figures have dis-
closed a number of different embodiments. It should be
clear to the person skilled in the art that the different fea-
tures of the different embodiments can be mixed and
matched depending on the desired purpose of the net
assembly.
[0051] It is to be noted that the figures and the above
description have shown the example embodiments in a
simple and schematic manner. Many of the specific me-
chanical details have not been shown since the person
skilled in the art should be familiar with these details and
they would just unnecessarily complicate this descrip-
tion. For example, the specific materials used and the
specific manufacturing techniques have not been de-
scribed in detail since it is maintained that the person
skilled in the art would be able to find suitable materials
and suitable processes to manufacture the net assembly
according to the current invention.

9 10 



EP 3 398 661 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Claims

1. A net assembly comprising

a. a first elongated member,
b. a second elongated flexible member,
c. a third elongated flexible member,
d. a first connector, and
e. a second connector,
f. said first connector connecting the first elon-
gated member and second elongated flexible
member,
g. said second connector connecting the second
and third elongated flexible members,
h. said first connector having a first end and a
second end, said first end being connected to
the first elongated member, said second end be-
ing connected to the second elongated flexible
member, said first end comprising a first through
going hole arranged perpendicular to the longi-
tudinal axis of the connector, said second end
comprising a second through going hole ar-
ranged perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of
the connector and the first and second through
going holes being arranged such that the first
and second elongated members connected to
the first connector pass through the through go-
ing holes,
i. said second connector having a first end and
a second end, said first end being connected to
the second elongated flexible member, the sec-
ond end being connected to the third elongated
flexible member said first end comprising a first
through going hole arranged perpendicular to
the longitudinal axis of the connector, said sec-
ond end comprising a second through going hole
arranged perpendicular to the longitudinal axis
of the connector and the first and second
through going holes being arranged such that
the second and third elongated members con-
nected to the second connector pass through
the through going holes, and
j. said first and/or said second end of said first
and second connectors comprising a longitudi-
nal displacement preventing element which pre-
vents the first and/or the second end of the con-
nector from displacing along the longitudinal ax-
is of the elongated flexible element to which it is
connected.

2. A net assembly according to claim 1, characterized
in that the inner diameter of the first and/or second
through going holes is slightly larger than the outer
diameter of the elongated member.

3. A net assembly according to claim 1 or 2, charac-
terized in that

a. said first end and/or said second end of said
first connector is pivotably connected to the first
elongated member and/or the second elongated
flexible member respectively,
b. said first end and/or said second end of said
second connector is pivotably connected to the
second and/or the third elongated flexible mem-
ber respectively, and
c. said first connector comprising a first connec-
tor joining element and said second connector
comprising a second connector joining element,
said first and second connector joining elements
being arranged to engage with each other such
that the connectors are able to pivot with respect
to each other about the longitudinal axis of the
elongated flexible element to which they are
both connected, but not displace with respect to
each other along the longitudinal axis of the
elongated flexible element to which they are
both connected.

4. A net assembly according to any one of claims 1 to
3, characterized in that the dimension of the first
end of both the first and second connectors in a di-
rection parallel to the longitudinal axis of the elon-
gated flexible element to which it is connected is
greater than the corresponding dimension of the sec-
ond end of the connector and in that the first end of
the connector has an opening which is suitable for
inserting the second end of another connector.

5. A net assembly according to any one of claims 1 to
4, characterized in that the net assembly further
comprises a third and a fourth connector similar to
the first and second connectors respectively, said
third and fourth connector being spaced from said
first and second connector in the direction of the lon-
gitudinal axis of the elongated flexible elements and
being connected to the first elongated element and
the second and third elongated flexible elements re-
spectively in a manner similar to the first and second
connectors.

6. A net assembly according to claim 5, characterized
in that the net assembly comprises an exposed sec-
tion of elongated element between the first and the
third connectors and between the second and the
fourth connectors.

7. A net assembly according to any one of claims 1 to
6, characterized in that the longitudinal displace-
ment preventing element of the first and second con-
nectors is a protrusion which is pressed into the elon-
gated flexible element to enhance the friction be-
tween the connector and the elongated flexible ele-
ment to which it is connected.

8. A net assembly according to any one of claims 1 to
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7, characterized in that the maximum dimension of
the first and second connectors perpendicular to the
plane tangent to the net assembly at the location of
the connector is less than 200% of the corresponding
dimension of the elongated flexible element.

9. A net assembly according to any one of claims 1 to
8, characterized in that the first and second con-
nectors each comprise a bottom shell portion and a
top shell portion which are fastened together around
the elongated elements to which the respective con-
nector is connected.

10. A net assembly according to claim 9, characterized
in that the top and bottom shell portions are identical
half shell elements which are fastened together.

11. A basket swing comprising a net assembly according
to any one of claims 1 to 10, characterized in that
the basket swing comprises a circular frame and cir-
cular flexible elongated elements arranged concen-
trically and connectors which are arranged in radial
directions and which connect the circular frame and
the circular flexible elongated elements.

12. A rectangular net assembly comprising a net assem-
bly according to any one of claims 1 to 10, charac-
terized in that the rectangular net assembly com-
prises flexible elongated elements arranged essen-
tially parallel to each other and connectors arranged
perpendicular to the flexible elongated elements and
parallel with each other.

13. A method of assembling a net assembly according
to any one of claims 1 to 12, characterized in that
the method comprises the steps of

a. proving a suitable form,
b. arranging a series of bottom shell portions of
a series of connectors in the form,
c. arranging a series of elongated flexible ele-
ments on top of the bottom shell portions and in
the form,
d. arranging a series of top shell portions of the
series of connectors on top of corresponding
bottom shell portions and on top of the elongated
flexible elements, and
e. pressing the top shell portions towards the
bottom shell portions to join the top and bottom
shell portions together to thereby sandwich the
elongated flexible elements between the top and
bottom shell portions of the connectors to form
the net assembly.
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