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Description

[0001] This Invention relates to fire-arms. More partic-
ularly, itrelates to a holster arrangement. It further relates
to a holster and to a holster adaptor.

[0002] According to one aspect of the invention, there
is provided a holster arrangement which includes:

a holster which includes a body having walls defining
a cavity having a muzzle receiving region and a trig-
ger guard receiving region within which at least part
of a muzzle and a trigger guard of a firearm are re-
spectively receivable when the firearm is inserted
into the holster;

retaining means for retaining the firearm releasably
in the holster; and

at least one adapter element which is mounted or
mountable to the body of the holsterin order to permit
the shape of the cavity to be modified to conform to
and accommodate different firearms.

[0003] In the context of the specification, the term
"muzzle" is to be interpreted relatively broadly to include
the front portion of a firearm including the slide, barrel
and front part of the frame.

[0004] The trigger guard receiving region may be gen-
erally channel shaped in cross-section and the holster
arrangement may include a trigger guard receiving region
adapter element which has a channel shaped cross-sec-
tion having an outer surface which corresponds to an
inner surface of the body defining the trigger guard re-
ceiving region of the cavity and an inner surface config-
ured to snuggly accommodate the trigger guard of a fire-
arm with which the modified holster is intended to be
used.

[0005] Instead, orin addition, the holster arrangement
may include a muzzle receiving region adapter element
which is mounted or mountable in the muzzle receiving
region of the cavity in order to change the effective shape
of the muzzle receiving cavity in order to accommodate
the muzzle of a firearm with which the modified holster
is intended to be used.

[0006] The body of the holster and the or each adaptor
element may be provided with complementary locating
formations in order to locate the adaptor element in the
body. The locating formations may include a lug on one
of the body and the adaptor element and a complemen-
tary recess or hole on the other of the body and the adap-
tor element.

[0007] Theadaptorelementmay be securedin position
in the body by means of a fastener extending through a
hole in the body into engagement with the adaptor ele-
ment. The position of the adaptor may be adjustable, e.
g. using spacers and/or a jacking screw to permit it to be
configured to suit a particular firearm and thereby ensure
that the firearm is a snug fit in the holster.

[0008] The retaining means may include a retaining
member which is mounted on the body and displaceable

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

between aretaining position towards whichitis resiliently
biased and a release position, the retaining member hav-
ing a trigger guard engaging formation which, in the re-
taining position of the retaining member, protrudes into
the cavity, the trigger guard engaging formation being
configured such thatinsertion of a firearm into the holster
causes the trigger guard to engage the retaining member
and to displace the retaining member away from its re-
taining position towards its release position to permit the
trigger guard to pass the trigger guard engaging forma-
tion and to permit the retaining member to return to its
retaining position once the trigger guard has passed, and
such that when the firearm is withdrawn from the holster,
the trigger guard engages and displaces the retaining
member away from its retaining position to permit the
trigger guard to pass the trigger guard engaging forma-
tion and permit withdrawal of the firearm from the holster;
and

adjustment means whereby the force required to displace
the retaining member away from its retaining position and
hence to withdraw the firearm from the holster is adjust-
able.

[0009] The adjustment means may be configured to
adjust the depth to which the trigger guard engaging for-
mation protrudes into the cavity.

[0010] The retaining member may be pivotally mount-
ed to the body and may be biased towards its retaining
position by means of a resilient biasing means such as
spring, e.g. a coil or other type of spring. In particular,
the spring may be a coil spring which is mounted in com-
pression between the retaining member and the body of
the holster.

[0011] The adjustment means may include an adjust-
ing screw which serves as a stop to adjust the extent to
which the trigger guard engaging formation extends into
the cavity of the holster when the retaining member is in
its retaining position. Hence, by way of the adjusting
screw the retaining member can be adjusted to accom-
modate different fire-arms, the trigger guards of which
may vary and also to adjust the force required in order
for the retaining member to be displaced away from its
retaining position when withdrawing a fire-arm from the
holster. Another way in which the force required for the
retaining member to be displaced away from its retaining
position is by changing the spring rate of the spring.
[0012] The body may be formed of a synthetic plastics
material and have a guide arrangement for facilitating
the insertion of a firearm into the holster.

[0013] An inner surface of the body may be inclined to
guide a fire-arm into the holster. In particular, the body
may define a flared mouth at an entrance to the cavity to
facilitate aligning a muzzle of a fire-arm with the cavity
of the holster.

[0014] The retaining means may include a locking ar-
rangement whereby a firearm inserted into the holster
can be locked releasably in position.

[0015] The locking arrangement may include a locking
member which is mounted on the body and is displace-
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able between a locked position towards which itis biased
and a release position, the locking member when in its
locking position being displaceable by a trigger guard of
a firearm upon insertion of the firearm into the holster to
displace the locking member away from its locked posi-
tion to permit the trigger guard to pass the locking mem-
ber and to permit the locking member to return to its
locked position once the trigger guard has passed the
locking member and in which the locking member serves
to inhibit unauthorised withdrawal of said firearm from
the holster.

[0016] The locking member may be pivotally connect-
ed to the body and may be configured such that an at-
tempt to withdraw a said firearm from the holster without
manually displacing the locking member towards its re-
lease position will result in the locking member being
urged more firmly into its locked position.

[0017] In one embodiment, the retaining means in-
cludes alocking member and a retaining member mount-
ed on opposite sides of the body.

[0018] The retaining means may include a retaining
member comprising an arm element and a nose element
on which the trigger guard engaging formation is provid-
ed, the arm element and nose element having comple-
mentary mounting formations whereby the nose element
is dismountably mounted or mountable to the arm ele-
ment.

[0019] Hence, the arm element may be used with a
plurality of different nose elements thereby effectively
modifying the retaining arrangement for use with a plu-
rality of different firearms. By virtue of the fact that the
nose element is considerably smaller than the arm ele-
ment substantial savings can be achieved on the cost of
dies and hence the manufacturing of the holster.
[0020] The mounting formations may include a recess
in one of the arm element and the nose element and a
complementary protrusion on the other of the arm ele-
ment and the nose element which is receivable in the
recess and a locking arrangement for locking the protru-
sion releasably in position in the recess. The locking ar-
rangement may include at least one locking pin which
extends between the arm element and the nose element.
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the protrusion
may be secured releasably in position in the recess by a
pair of locking pins. One of the locking pins may form a
pivot pin whereby the retaining member is pivotally
mounted to the body for displacement between its retain-
ing position and its release position.

[0021] In particular, the adaptor elements will be con-
figured to compensate for trigger guards having different
shapes, widths and/or heights thereby permitting the use
of the holster with multiple firearms and increasing its
versatility.

[0022] According to another aspect of the invention,
there is provided a holster for a firearm having a trigger
guard, which holster includes:

a body having walls defining a cavity, for receiving
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at least part of a said fire-arm including at least a
portion of the trigger guard;

a retaining member which is mounted on the body
and displaceable between a retaining position to-
wards which it is resiliently biased and a release po-
sition, the retaining member having a trigger guard
engaging formation which in the retaining position of
the retaining member protrudes into the cavity, the
trigger guard engaging formation being configured
such thatinsertion of a fire-arm into the holster caus-
es the trigger guard to engage the retaining member
and to displace the retaining member away from its
retaining position to permit the trigger guard to pass
the trigger guard engaging formation and to permit
the retaining member to return to its retaining posi-
tion once the trigger guard has passed, and such
that when the fire-arm is withdrawn from the holster,
the trigger guard engages and displaces the retain-
ing member away from its retaining position to permit
the trigger guard to pass the trigger guard engaging
formation and permit withdrawal of the fire-arm from
the holster; and

adjustment means whereby the force required to dis-
place the retaining member away from its retaining
position and hence to insert and/or withdraw the fire-
arm from the holster is adjustable.

[0023] Accordingtoyetanotheraspectoftheinvention,
there is provided a holster for a firearm having a trigger
guard, which holster includes:

a body having walls defining a cavity, for receiving
at least part of a said fire-arm including at least a
portion of the trigger guard;

a retaining member which is mounted on the body
and displaceable between a retaining position to-
wards which it is resiliently biased and a release po-
sition, the retaining member having a trigger guard
engaging formation which in the retaining position of
the retaining member protrudes into the cavity, the
trigger guard engaging formation being configured
such thatinsertion of a fire-arm into the holster caus-
es the trigger guard to engage the retaining member
and to displace the retaining member away from its
retaining position to permit the trigger guard to pass
the trigger guard engaging formation and to permit
the retaining member to return to its retaining posi-
tion once the trigger guard has passed, and such
that when the fire-arm is withdrawn from the holster,
the trigger guard engages and displaces the retain-
ing member away from its retaining position to permit
the trigger guard to pass the trigger guard engaging
formation and permit withdrawal of the fire-arm from
the holster; and

adjustment means whereby the depth to which the
trigger guard engaging formation protrudes into the
cavity is adjustable.
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[0024] According to a further aspect of the invention,
there is provided a holster for a firearm having a trigger
guard, which holster includes:

abody having walls defining a cavity having a muzzle
receiving region and a trigger guard receiving region
within which at least part of a muzzle and a trigger
guard of a firearm are respectively receivable when
the firearm is inserted into the holster; and

a mounting formation whereby at least one adaptor
elementis mountable to the body in the trigger guard
receiving region of the cavity in order to permit the
shape of the cavity to be modified to accommodate
different firearms.

[0025] According to still another aspect of the inven-
tion, there is provided a holster for a firearm having a
trigger guard, which holster includes:

a body having walls defining a cavity, for receiving
at least part of a said fire-arm including at least a
portion of the trigger guard;

a retaining member which is mounted on the body
and displaceable between a retaining position to-
wards which it is resiliently biased and a release po-
sition, the retaining member having a trigger guard
engaging formation which in the retaining position of
the retaining member protrudes into the cavity, the
trigger guard engaging formation being configured
such that insertion of a fire-arm into the holster caus-
es the trigger guard to engage the retaining member
and to displace the retaining member away from its
retaining position to permit the trigger guard to pass
the trigger guard engaging formation and to permit
the retaining member to return to its retaining posi-
tion once the trigger guard has passed, and such
that when the fire-arm is withdrawn from the holster,
the trigger guard engages and displaces the retain-
ing member away from its retaining position to permit
the trigger guard to pass the trigger guard engaging
formation and permit withdrawal of the fire-arm from
the holster; and

a locking arrangement whereby a firearm inserted
into the holster can be locked releasably in position.

[0026] According to a further aspect of the invention,
there is provided a holster for a firearm having a trigger
guard, which holster includes:

a body having walls defining a cavity, for receiving
at least part of a said fire-arm including at least a
portion of the trigger guard; and

a retaining arrangement which is mounted on the
body and displaceable between a retaining position
towards which it is resiliently biased and a release
position, the retaining arrangement having a trigger
guard engaging formation which in the retaining po-
sition of the retaining member protrudes into the cav-
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ity, the trigger guard engaging formation being con-
figured such that insertion of a fire-arm into the hol-
ster causes the trigger guard to engage the retaining
member and to displace the retaining member away
from its retaining position to permit the trigger guard
to pass the trigger guard engaging formation and to
permit the retaining member to return to its retaining
position once the trigger guard has passed, the re-
taining arrangement including an arm element and
a nose element on which the trigger guard engaging
formation is provided, the arm element and nose el-
ement having complementary mounting formations
whereby the nose element is dismountably mount-
able to the arm element.

[0027] According to a still further aspect of the inven-
tion, there is provided a holster adaptor element for
adapting a holster which is configured to be used with
one firearm to render it suitable for use with another fire-
arm, the adaptor element including a body configured
such that the adaptor element is mountable in said hol-
ster, and configured to modify the shape of a firearm re-
ceiving cavity defined by the holster such that the other
firearm is snugly receivable therein.

[0028] The body of the adaptor element may have a
channel shaped inner surface within which, in use, at
least part of a trigger guard of the other firearm is snugly
receivable when the other firearm is inserted into the hol-
ster.

[0029] The trigger guard engaging formation may in-
clude afirst surface against which the trigger guard abuts
when being inserted into the holster and a second surface
against which the trigger guard abuts when a said fire-
arm is being withdrawn from the holster.

[0030] According to another aspect of the invention,
there is provided a holster for a firearm having a trigger
guard, which holster includes:

a body having walls defining a cavity, for receiving at
least part of a said fire-arm including at least a portion of
the trigger guard, the body being formed of a synthetic
plastics material and having a guide arrangement for fa-
cilitating the insertion of a fire-arm into the holster.
[0031] According to another aspect of the invention
there is provided a holster for a firearm having a trigger
guard, which holster includes

abody having walls defining a cavity having amuzzle
receiving region and a trigger guard receiving region
within which at least part of a muzzle and a trigger
guard of a firearm are respectively receivable when
the firearm is inserted into the holster; and

a mounting formation whereby at least one adaptor
elementis mountable to the body in the trigger guard
receiving region of the cavity in order to permit the
holster to be modified to accommodate firearms hav-
ing different trigger guards.

[0032] The holster may include a passive retaining ar-
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rangement whereby a firearm is held releasably in posi-
tion in the holster.

[0033] The passive retainingarrangementmay include
a retaining member which is mounted on the body and
displaceable between a retaining position towards which
it is resiliently biased and a release position, the retaining
member having a trigger guard engaging formation which
in the retaining position of the retaining member pro-
trudes into the cavity, the trigger guard engaging forma-
tion being configured such that insertion of a fire-arm into
the holster causes the trigger guard to engage the retain-
ing member and to displace the retaining member away
from its retaining position to permit the trigger guard to
pass the trigger guard engaging formation and to permit
the retaining member to return to its retaining position
once the trigger guard has passed, and such that when
the fire-arm is withdrawn from the holster, the trigger
guard engages and displaces the retaining member away
from its retaining position to permit the trigger guard to
pass the trigger guard engaging formation and permit
withdrawal of the fire-arm from the holster.

[0034] The invention will now be described, by way of
example, with reference to the accompanying diagram-
matic drawings.

[0035] In the drawings:

Figure 1 shows a three-dimensional view of a holster
arrangement in accordance with the invention;
Figure 2 shows, a three-dimensional view of a body
of a holster forming part of the holster arrangement
of Figure 1;

Figure 3 shows a three-dimensional exploded view
of the holster arrangement of Figure 1;

Figure 4 shows an exploded front view of the holster
arrangement of Figure 1;

Figure 5 shows a partially exploded top view of the
holster arrangement of Figure 1;

Figure 6 shows a partially exploded side view of the
holster arrangement of Figure 1;

Figure 7 shows a longitudinal sectional view of the
holster arrangement of Figure 1;

Figure 8 shows another sectional view;

Figure 9 shows, on an enlarged scale, another lock-
ing member in accordance with the invention;
Figure 10 shows an exploded view of the locking
member of Figure 9;

Figure 11 shows a three-dimensional view of an arm
element of the locking member of Figure 9;

Figure 12 shows a three-dimensional view of a nose
element of the locking member of Figures 9 and 10;
Figure 13 shows another three-dimensional view of
the nose element of Figure 12;

Figure 14 shows a side view of the nose element of
Figure 12;

Figure 15 shows a side view, similar to Figure 14, of
another nose element in accordance with the inven-
tion;

Figure 16 shows a side view similar to Figure 14 of
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another nose element in accordance with the inven-
tion;

Figure 17 shows a three-dimensional view of a hol-
ster arrangement in accordance with the invention
to which a belt hanger is connected; and

Figure 18 shows a top view of the holster arrange-
ment and connected belt hanger of Figure 17.

[0036] In the drawings reference numeral 8 generally
indicates a holster arrangement in accordance with the
invention. The holster arrangement 8 includes a holster
in accordance with the invention which is generally indi-
cated by reference numeral 10. The holster includes a
body 12 and a retaining member, generally indicated by
reference numeral 14 mounted on the body 12.

[0037] The body 12 includes a holster body wall 16
which could be formed by moulding, e.g. injection mould-
ing, 3-D printing, vacuum forming or the like and which
defines a cavity 18 for receiving at least part of a firearm.
More particularly, the cavity 18 has a trigger guard re-
taining region 20 and a muzzle receiving region 22.
[0038] The body 12 includes a flared mouth 24 at an
entrance to the cavity 18 which serves as a guide ar-
rangement to facilitate aligning an end of a muzzle of a
firearm with the entrance to the cavity 18 and thereby
facilitates insertion of the firearm into the holster. The
retaining member 14 is pivotally mounted to an outer sur-
face 26 of the body 12 for limited pivotal translation about
a pivot axis defined by a pivot pin 28 (Fig 8). The retaining
member 14 is in the form of a firstorder lever and includes
an effort arm 30 and a working arm 32 positioned on
opposite sides of the pivot axis. A biasing spring 34 is
positioned in compression between the effort arm 30 of
the retaining member 14 and the body 12, biasing the
effort arm 30 in the direction of arrow 31 (Fig 8) away
from the body 12 into a retaining position of the retaining
member 14 (shown in Figure 8).

[0039] The working arm 32 includes a trigger guard
engaging formation 36 which, in the retaining position of
the retaining member 14 protrudes through an aperture
38 in a side of the body 12 into a trigger guard passage
interfering position in the trigger guard retaining region
20 of the cavity 18.

[0040] As can best be seen in Figures 4 and 8 of the
drawings, the trigger guard engaging formation 36 in-
cludes a first inclined surface 40 against which a trigger
guard 41 of a firearm abuts when a firearm is being in-
serted into the holster and a second inclined surface 42
against which the trigger guard abuts when a said firearm
is being withdrawn from the holster 10 as described in
more detail below. The first surface 40 and second sur-
face 42 are angularly spaced-apart and configured such
thatwhen afirearm is inserted into the holster, the trigger
guard 41 engages the first surface 40 and urges the trig-
ger guard engaging formation 36 outwardly against the
bias of the spring 34 to permit the trigger guard 41 to
pass the trigger guard engaging formation which then
returns to its retaining position under the influence of the



9 EP 3 413 009 A1 10

spring 34 once the trigger guard 41 has passed. The
second surface 42 is configured such that upon withdraw-
al of a firearm from the holster, the trigger guard 41 en-
gages the second surface 42 and displaces the trigger
guard engaging formation 36 away from its retaining po-
sition against the bias of the spring 34 to permit the trigger
guard to pass the trigger guard engaging formation 36.
It will be appreciated that by changing the shape and/or
inclination of the surfaces 40, 42 the force which must
be applied to a firearm to insert it into or remove it from
the holster can be varied.

[0041] In addition, the working arm 32 includes a lug
44 and an adjusting screw 46 (Fig 8) which extends
through a hole in the lug 44 and abuts against an outer
surface of the body 12. By adjusting the position of the
screw 46, the depth to which the trigger guard engaging
formation 36 protrudes into the cavity 18 is adjustable.
This, in turn, will permit the distance the formation 36
must be displaced in order to permit the trigger guard to
pass and hence the force required in order to insert a
firearm and/or remove a firearm from the holster to be
adjustable. Instead, or in addition, in order to adjust the
force required in order to insert a firearm and/or remove
a firearm from the holster, the spring rate of the spring
34, may be changed thereby adjusting the force required
in order to compress the spring and hence to insert or
remove a firearm.

[0042] The retaining member 14 accordingly functions
as a passive retaining arrangement for retaining a firearm
releasably in the holster. In other words, the retaining
member 14 serves to retain a firearm in the holster but,
with the application of sufficient force to the firearm in
order to overcome the bias of the spring 34, the retaining
member 14 can be displaced away from its retaining po-
sition to a release position in which it permits the trigger
guard to pass the trigger guard 41 engaging formation
36 and for the firearm to be removed or inserted into the
holster.

[0043] In the embodiment shown, the holster 10 in-
cludes, in addition to the retaining member 14, a locking
arrangement, generally indicated by reference numeral
52 whereby a firearm inserted into the holster can be
locked releasably in position. It will be appreciated that
it is unlikely that both the passive retaining arrangement
in the form of a retaining member 14 and the locking
arrangement 52 will be used simultaneously. However,
this option is available.

[0044] The locking arrangement 52 includes a locking
member 54 which is pivotally mounted on an outer sur-
face of the body 12, on an opposite side to the side on
which the retaining member 14 is mounted. The locking
member 54 is in the form of a first order lever and includes
an effort arm 56 and a working arm 58 positioned on
opposite sides of a pivot axis defined by a pivot pin 60
(Fig 8) whereby the locking member 54 is pivotally mount-
ed to the body. A biasing spring 62 is positioned in com-
pression between the effort arm 56 of the locking member
54 and the body 12, biasing the effort arm 56 in the di-
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rection of arrow 63 away from the body 12 into a locked
or fire-arm retaining position of the locking member 54.
In the locked position of the locking member 54, a portion
of the working arm 58 protrudes through an aperture 64
into the trigger guard retaining region 20 of the cavity 18.
Two spaced-apart trigger guard engaging surfaces 66,
68 are provided on that portion of the working arm 58
which, in the locked or fire-arm retaining position of the
locking member 54 protrudes through the aperture 64
into the trigger guard retaining region 20.

[0045] The trigger guard engaging surface 66 is in-
clined and operates in a similar fashion to the first surface
40 of the retaining member 14 such that, when a firearm
is inserted into the holster, the trigger guard 41 abuts
against the surface 66 and displaces the working arm 58
outwardly against the bias of the spring 62 to permit the
trigger guard to pass, after which the locking member 54
returns to its locked position. However, the trigger guard
engaging surface 68 is configured such that when an
attempt is made to withdraw the firearm from the holster,
the trigger guard abuts against the trigger guard engag-
ing surface 68 and exerts a moment on the locking mem-
ber 54 about the pivot axis which urges the locking mem-
ber more firmly into its locked position thereby inhibiting
withdrawal of the firearm from the holster. In order to
withdraw the firearm from the holster, it is necessary first
manually to displace the effort arm 56 inwardly towards
the holster body against the bias of the spring 62 thereby
displacing the working arm and more particularly the trig-
ger guard engaging surface 68 outwardly to permit the
passage of the trigger guard and withdrawal of the firearm
from the holster.

[0046] The length of the effort arm 56 may be made
adjustable to permit a user to adjust it to his particular
preference.

[0047] The pivot pins 28, 60, are typically screw-
threaded for part of their length. The holes in the retaining
member 14 and locking member 54 through which the
pivot pins 28, 60, extend, are provided with complemen-
tary screw-threads which serve to retain the pivot pins in
position and reduce the risk that they may disengage with
the body 12.

[0048] Inthe embodimentdescribed above, thelocking
member 54 is typically formed as a unitary moulding of
a synthetic plastics material. Referring now to Figures 9
to 14 of the drawings, reference numeral 110 refers gen-
erally to another locking member in accordance with the
invention. The locking member 110 is substantially iden-
tical to the locking member 54 and unless otherwise in-
dicated, the same reference numerals above are used
to designate similar parts. The main difference between
the locking member 110 and the locking member 54 is
that instead of being formed as a unitary moulding, the
locking member 110 comprises two components, namely
an arm element 112 and a nose element, generally indi-
cated by reference numeral 114.

[0049] The arm element 112 includes a pair of trans-
versely spaced parallel lugs 116 which define, between
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them, a slot or recess 118. The nose element 114 in-
cludes a body 120 on which the trigger guard engaging
surfaces 66, 68 are provided. A protrusion 122 protrudes
from the body 120 and, as illustrated in Figures 9 and 10
of the drawings, is snuggly receivable in the slot 118. The
nose element 114 is secured to the arm element 112 by
means of pins 124, 126 extending through aligned holes
128, 130 in the arm element 112 and the protrusion 122.
[0050] It will be appreciated that, once assembled, the
locking member 110 would be mounted on the body 12
and used in a substantially identical fashion to the locking
member 54 described above. In this regard, one of the
pins 124 may be used as the pivot pin whereby the locking
member 110 is pivotally mounted to the body 12. It will
further be appreciated that the locking member 54, 110
can be mounted on either the side of the holster body 12
enabling its use by both lefthanded and righthanded per-
sons. The Inventor believes that an advantage with the
present invention is that the locking member 54, 110 can
be positioned on the side of the body which will enable
it to be thumb operated which reduces the risk of inad-
vertent discharge of a firearm being withdrawn from the
holster.

[0051] It will be appreciated that, in order to accommo-
date firearms having different trigger guards, the trigger
guard engaging surfaces 66, 68 may have to change to
accommodate the particular firearm. To this end, as il-
lustrated in Figures 15 and 16 of the drawings, in which
reference numerals 132 and 134 refer respectively to dif-
ferent nose elements, the appropriate nose element 114,
132, 134 can be selected and attached, in the manner
described above, to the arm element 112. The nose el-
ements 114, 132, 134 are considerably smaller than the
arm elements 112 and accordingly, the size and cost
associated with the dies for manufacturing a plurality of
different nose elements would be considerably less than
the cost associated with moulding different locking mem-
bers 54 in order to accommodate a variety of firearms.
In this way, the Inventor believes that the cost associated
with the manufacture of the holster can be reduced whilst
at the same time greatly improving the versatility thereof.
[0052] It will further be appreciated, that the retaining
member 14 could be manufactured making use of two
separate parts in the same manner as described above
resulting in cost savings and increased versatility.
[0053] The body 12 defines a longitudinally extending
groove 68 within which a forward sight of the firearm is
slidably receivable.

[0054] It will be appreciated, that the dimensions of the
muzzles and trigger guards of firearms vary from firearm
to firearm. With a view to permitting the holster 10 to
accommodate different firearms, the body 12 may in-
clude mounting formations whereby one or more spacing
elements can be mounted within the body in order to
adapt the shape and dimensions of the cavity 18 in order
to suit a particular firearm. Hence, as illustrated in the
drawings, the holster arrangement 8 may include an
adapter element 70 which is mountable to the body 12
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in the trigger guard receiving region 20 of the cavity 18
in order to permit the holster to be modified to accommo-
date a firearm having a different and specifically a nar-
rower trigger guard.

[0055] As can be seen in the drawings, the trigger
guard receiving region 20 is generally channel-shaped
in cross-section. The adapter element 70 has a channel-
shaped cross-section having an outer surface 72 which
corresponds to an inner surface of the body 12 defining
the trigger guard receiving region 20 of the cavity 18. The
adapter element 70 further includes an inner surface 74
which is generally channel-shaped and has a width con-
figured such that a trigger guard of a firearm with which
the adapter element is intended to be used is snugly re-
ceivable therein.

[0056] The channel shape of the inner surface 74
serves further to centralise the trigger guard of the firearm
to ensure the desired degree of interference between the
trigger guard, the retaining member 14 and/or the locking
member 54 to ensure consistent operation thereof.
[0057] The body 12 and the adapter element 70 are
provided with complementary locating formations in the
form of a lug 76 on the adapter element 70 which is re-
ceivable in a complementary recess 78 on an inner sur-
face of the body 12. In addition, a fastener in the form of
a screw 80 extends through an aperture in the body 12
into screw-threaded engagement with the lug 76 in order
to retain the adapter element 70 in position.

[0058] The holster arrangement 8 further include an
adapter 82 which is mountable to an inner surface of the
body 12 in the muzzle receiving region 22 of the cavity
18 in order to adapt the cavity to receive a muzzle of a
firearm other than the one with which the holster body is
intended to be used. The adapter 82 includes an inner
surface 84 having an inclined face 86 which serves to
guide a muzzle of a firearm being inserted into the holster
10.

[0059] The adapter 82 is mounted to the body 12 in a
similar fashion to the adapter element 70 by means of a
lug 88 forming part of the adapter 82, a complementary
recess 90 on an inner surface of the body and a locking
screw 92 which is inserted into screw-threaded engage-
ment with the lug, through an aperture in the body 12.
[0060] In order to provide finer adjustments for the
adapter element 70 and/or adapter 82, spacers or shims
97 (Figure 7) may be provided between the adapter el-
ement 70 or the adapter 82 and the body of the holster.
Instead, orin addition, an adjusting screw 93 may extend
through a hole 95 in the body 12 and abut against the
adapter element 70 or the adapter 82, as the case may
be. Accordingly, in order to adjust the holster 10 to a
specific firearm, with the screws 80, 92 relatively loose,
afirearm is inserted into the holster. The adjusting screw
93 is then screwed in or out until the firearm is a snug fit.
At this position, the screws 80, 92 are tightened in order
tolock the adapter element 70 and adapter 82 in position.
[0061] It will be appreciated, that the holster arrange-
ment 8 could be provided in a kitform comprising a holster
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in accordance with the invention and a plurality of adap-
tors whereby the holster can be modified to render it suit-
able for use with a plurality of different firearms.

[0062] Aresiliently deformable stop or buffer 104 (Fig-
ure 7) is positioned in a complementary recess 106 in
the body 12. The stop or buffer 104 is typically formed of
elastically deformable elastomeric material such as Ni-
trile foam rubber and a free end thereof is positioned
closely spaced from the surfaces 42, 68. Accordingly,
when a trigger guard passes the surfaces 42, 68 and the
elements 30, 52 return to their rest positions, the trigger
guard is sandwiched between the surface of the buffer
104 and the surfaces 42, 68 thereby securing the firearm
snuggly in the holster and avoiding rattling of the firearm
within the holster. Instead, or in addition to the buffer 104,
as shown in broken lines in Figure 7, the recess 106 may
define a screw-threaded hole 107 within which an adjust-
able screw is screw-threadedly mountable in order to
form an adjustable stop against which a trigger guard
can abutwhen the firearmis fully inserted into the holster.
[0063] The holster 10 includes mounting formations
94, 96 provided on opposite sides of the body 12 whereby
the holster is connectable to a belt hanger. The provision
of the mounting formations 94, 96 permit the use of the
holster by both left and right- handed users. Each mount-
ing formation 94, 96 includes a raised formation 98 and
a centrally disposed mounting hole 100 in each formation
98. Inside the holster body 12, a recess is provided in
register with each of the raised formations 98 and, as
illustrated in Figures 17 and 18 of the drawings, a head
of a screw 152 whereby the holster body 12 is secured
to a belt hanger 154, which could take any suitable form,
is received in the recess thereby reducing the risk that it
will damage the surface finish of a firearm being inserted
into or removed form the holster. A serrated washer 156
is typically provided between the holster body and a belt
hanger in order to resist relative rotation between the two
to ensure that the holster remains at a desired position
facilitating easy access to a firearm mounted in the hol-
ster. Instead of making use of a serrated washer 156,
the holster body and belt hanger may be provided with
complementary formations which, when urged together,
serve to resist relative rotation between the belt hanger
and the holster body.

[0064] Thebody 12 is symmetrical about a longitudinal
centre line permitting the retaining member 14 and the
locking member to be mounted on either side of the body
enabling the holster 10 to be set up for use by both left
and right-handed persons.

[0065] Itwill be appreciated that various configurations
of the holster are possible. For example, it could be used
simply with the retaining member 14 or the locking mem-
ber 54. Further, depending upon whether or not the user
is left or right handed, the retaining member 14 could be
mounted on the appropriate side of the body 12. Further,
it could be used where both the retaining member 14 and
the locking member 54 are present. This provides an
additional degree of security in that it inhibits unauthor-
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ised withdrawal of the firearm from the holster. Naturally,
once again, the retaining member 14 and locking mem-
ber 54 can be mounted on either side of the body of the
holster. If desired, the holster may make use of two re-
taining members 14 which are positioned on opposite
sides of the holster body 12. When the holster is to be
used with a firearm having a different configuration to
that of the firearm with which the holster is intended for
use, one or both of the adapter element 70 and the adapt-
er 82 could be used. It will be appreciated that any com-
bination of these features could be mounted on the body
of the holster in order to render it suitable for use with a
particular firearm and for an intended purpose be it sport
or law enforcement use.

[0066] In addition, by virtue of the adjustability of the
stop in the form of the screw 46, the effort required to
insert the firearm into the holster and to remove it from
the holster can be adjusted to suit the user’s particular
preference.

[0067] The Inventor believes that a holster arrange-
ment in accordance with the invention will permit a single
holster body 12 to be used with a variety of firearms sim-
ply by making use of the appropriate adaptor elements.
In addition, by virtue of the substantial degree of adjust-
ability, the user can tailor the holster for his desired pref-
erences. In addition, despite the versatility of the holster
arrangement in being able to accommodate a range of
firearms, it is particularly compact which improves com-
fort and facilitates access to a firearm mounted in the
holster. The holster body 12 will typically be formed by
injection moulding which, the Inventor believes has the
advantage that the shape of the body 12 will not change
as a consequence of temperature variation.

Claims
1. A holster arrangement (8) which includes:

a holster (10) which includes a body (12) having
walls (16) defining a cavity (18) having a muzzle
receiving region (22) and a trigger guard receiv-
ing region (20) within which at least part of a
muzzle and a trigger guard of a firearm are re-
spectively receivable when the firearm is insert-
ed into the holster;

retaining means (14) for retaining the firearm re-
leasably in the holster (10); and
characterised in that the holster arrangement
(8) includes at least one adapter element (70,
82) which is mounted or mountable to the body
(12) of the holster (10) in order to permit the
shape of the cavity (18) to be modified to con-
form to and accommodate different firearms.

2. A holster arrangement as claimed in claim 1, char-
acterised in that the trigger guard receiving region
(22) is generally channel shaped in cross-section,
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the holster arrangement including a trigger guard re-
ceiving region adapter element (70) which has a
channel shaped cross-section having an outer sur-
face which corresponds to an inner surface of the
body defining the trigger guard receiving region of
the cavity and inner surface configured to snuggly
accommodate the trigger guard of a firearm with
which the modified holster is intended to be used.

A holster arrangement as claimed in claim 1 or claim
2, characterised in that it includes a muzzle receiv-
ing region adapter element (82) which is mounted or
mountable in the muzzle receiving region (22) of the
cavity in order to change the effective shape of the
muzzle receiving region of the cavity in order to ac-
commodate the muzzle of a firearm with which the
modified holster is intended to be used.

A holster arrangement as claimed in any one of
claims 1 to 3 in which the body (12) of the holster
(10) and the adapter element (70, 82) are provided
with complementary locating formations in order to
locate the adapter element in the body, the locating
formations optionally including a lug (76) on one of
the body or the adapter element and a complemen-
tary recess (78) or hole on the other of the body or
the adapter element, the adapter element preferably
being secured in position in the body by means of a
fastener (80) extending through a hole in the body
into engagement with the adapter element.

A holster arrangement as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, in which the position of the adapter
element (70, 82) is adjustable to permit it to be con-
figured to suit a particular firearm and thereby ensure
that the firearm is a snug fit in the holster.

A holster arrangement as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, in which the retaining means in-
cludes a retaining member (14) which is mounted on
the body (12) and displaceable between a retaining
position towards which it is resiliently biased and a
release position, the retaining member having a trig-
ger guard engaging formation (36) which, in the re-
taining position of the retaining member, protrudes
into the cavity (18), the trigger guard engaging for-
mation being configured such that insertion of a fire-
arm into the holster causes the trigger guard to en-
gage the retaining member and to displace the re-
taining member away from its retaining position to-
wards its release position to permit the trigger guard
(41) to pass the trigger guard engaging formation
and to permit the retaining member to return to its
retaining position once the trigger guard has passed,
and such that when the firearm is withdrawn from
the holster, the trigger guard engages and displaces
the retaining member away from its retaining position
to permit the trigger guard to pass the trigger guard
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10.

engaging formation and permit withdrawal of the fire-
arm from the holster; and

adjustment means (46) whereby the force required
to displace the retaining member away from its re-
taining position and hence to withdraw the firearm
from the holster is adjustable.

Aholster arrangement as claimedin claim 6, in which
in which the retaining member is pivotally mounted
to the body and is biased towards its retaining posi-
tion by means of a resilient biasing means (34), the
adjustment means (46) being configured to adjust
the depth to which the trigger guard engaging for-
mation protrudes into the cavity, the adjustment
means including an adjusting screw which serves as
a stop to adjust the extent to which the trigger guard
engaging formation extends into the cavity of the hol-
ster when the retaining member is in its retaining
position.

A holster arrangement as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, in which the body is formed of a
synthetic plastics material and has a guide arrange-
ment for facilitating the insertion of a firearm into the
holster, in particular, in which an inner surface of the
body is inclined to guide a firearm into the holster
and more particularly, in which the body defines a
flared mouth (24) at an entrance to the cavity to fa-
cilitate aligning a muzzle of a firearm with the cavity
of the holster.

A holster arrangement as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, in which the retaining means (14)
includes a locking arrangement (52) whereby a fire-
arm inserted into the holster can be locked releasa-
bly in position, the locking arrangement preferably
including a locking member (54) which is mounted
on the body (12) and is displaceable between a
locked position towards which it is biased and a re-
lease position, the locking member when in its lock-
ing position being displaceable by a trigger guard of
afirearm upon insertion of the firearm into the holster
to displace the locking member away from its locked
position to permit the trigger guard to pass the locking
member and to permit the locking member to return
to its locked position once the trigger guard has
passed the locking member and in which the locking
member serves to inhibit unauthorised withdrawal of
said firearm from the holster and more particularly,
in which the locking member is pivotally connected
to the body and is configured such that an attempt
to withdraw a said firearm from the holster without
manually displacing the locking member towards its
release position will result in the locking member be-
ing urged more firmly into its locked position.

A holster arrangement as claimed in any one of the
preceding claims, in which the retaining means in-
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cludes a retaining member (14) and/or a locking
member (110) comprising an arm element (112) and
a nose element (114) on which the trigger guard en-
gaging formation is provided, the arm element and
nose element having complementary mounting for-
mations (116, 118, 120) whereby the nose element
is dismountably mountable to the arm element, the
mounting formations preferably including a recess
(118) in one of the arm element and the nose element
and a complementary protrusion (122) on the other
of the arm element and the nose element which is
receivable in the recess and a locking arrangement
for locking the protrusion releasably in position in the
recess, the locking arrangement including at least
one locking pin (124, 126) which extends between
the arm elementand the nose elementthe protrusion
typically being secured releasably in position in the
recess by a pair of locking pins, one of the locking
pins forming a pivot pin whereby the retaining mem-
ber is pivotally mounted to the body for displacement
betweenits retaining position andits release position

A holster (10) for a firearm having a trigger guard,
which holster includes:

a body (12) having walls (16) defining a cavity
(18), for receiving at least part of a said fire-arm
including at least a portion of the trigger guard;
a retaining member (14) which is mounted on
the body and displaceable between a retaining
position towards which itis resiliently biased and
arelease position, the retaining member having
a trigger guard engaging formation (36) which
in the retaining position of the retaining member
protrudes into the cavity, the trigger guard en-
gaging formation being configured such that in-
sertion of a fire-arm into the holster causes the
trigger guard to engage the retaining member
and to displace the retaining member away from
its retaining position to permit the trigger guard
to pass the trigger guard engaging formation and
to permit the retaining member to return to its
retaining position once the trigger guard has
passed, and such that when the fire-arm is with-
drawn from the holster, the trigger guard engag-
es and displaces the retaining member away
from its retaining position to permit the trigger
guard to pass the trigger guard engaging forma-
tion (36) and permit withdrawal of the fire-arm
from the holster; and

characterised in that it includes adjustment
means (46) whereby the force required to dis-
place the retaining member away fromiits retain-
ing position or alternatively the depth to which
the trigger guard engaging formation protrudes
into the cavity and hence the force required to
insert or remove a firearm from the holster is
adjustable.
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10

12. A holster (10) for a firearm having a trigger guard,

which holster includes:

a body (12) having walls (16) defining a cavity
(18), for receiving at least part of a said fire-arm
including at least a portion of the trigger guard;
a retaining member (14) which is mounted on
the body and displaceable between a retaining
position towards which itis resiliently biased and
arelease position, the retaining member having
a trigger guard engaging formation (36) which
in the retaining position of the retaining member
protrudes into the cavity, the trigger guard en-
gaging formation being configured such that in-
sertion of a fire-arm into the holster causes the
trigger guard to engage the retaining member
and to displace the retaining member away from
its retaining position to permit the trigger guard
to pass the trigger guard engaging formation and
to permit the retaining member to return to its
retaining position once the trigger guard has
passed, and such that when the fire-arm is with-
drawn from the holster, the trigger guard engag-
es and displaces the retaining member away
from its retaining position to permit the trigger
guard to pass the trigger guard engaging forma-
tion (36) and permit withdrawal of the fire-arm
from the holster; and

the holster being characterised in that it further
includes a locking arrangement (52) whereby a
firearm inserted into the holster can be locked
releasably in position.

13. A holster (10) for a firearm having a trigger guard,

which holster includes:

a body (12) having walls (16) defining a cavity
(18), for receiving at least part of a said fire-arm
including at least a portion of the trigger guard;
and

a retaining member (14) which is mounted on
the body and displaceable between a retaining
position towards whichiitis resiliently biased and
arelease position, the retaining member having
a trigger guard engaging formation (36) which
in the retaining position of the retaining member
protrudes into the cavity, the trigger guard en-
gaging formation being configured such that in-
sertion of a fire-arm into the holster causes the
trigger guard to engage the retaining member
and to displace the retaining member away from
its retaining position to permit the trigger guard
to pass the trigger guard engaging formation and
to permit the retaining member to return to its
retaining position once the trigger guard has
passed, the retaining arrangement being char-
acterised in that it includes an arm element
(112) and a nose element (114) on which the
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trigger guard engaging formation is provided,
the arm element and nose element having com-
plementary mounting formations (116, 118, 120)
whereby the nose element is dismountably
mountable to the arm element.

A holster adaptor element (70, 82) for adapting a
holster (10) which is configured to be used with one
firearm to render it suitable for use with another fire-
arm, the adaptor element being characterised in
thatitincludes a body configured such that the adap-
tor element is mountable in said holster, and config-
ured to modify the shape of a firearm receiving cavity
defined by the holster such that the other firearm is
snugly receivable therein.

A holster adaptor as claimed in claim 14, in which
the body of the adaptor element (70) has a channel
shaped inner surface (74) within which, in use, at
least part of a trigger guard of the other firearm is
snugly receivable when the other firearm is inserted
into the holster.
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