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(54) DEPLOYABLE TABLE ASSEMBLY

(57) The present invention provides a deployable ta-
ble assembly 10 comprising a deployable table 20, and
a support arm 30, the deployable table is moveably
mounted to the support arm and moveable between a
stowed position 20a and a deployed position 20b, the
support arm comprises a coverable region 31 that is cov-
ered by the deployable table when the deployable table
is in the stowed position, and not covered by the deploy-
able table when the deployable table is in the deployed
position, wherein the deployable table assembly further
comprises a holder 40 for a personal electronic device
mounted at least partially over the coverable region 31
of the support arm. The present invention also provides
a deployable table assembly 10 in which the holder 40
is translatably mounted to the support arm 30 and trans-
latable in relation to the support arm from a first transla-
tion position to a second translation position.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present disclosure relates to deployable ta-
ble assemblies.
[0002] The present invention concerns a deployable
table assembly. More particularly, but not exclusively,
this invention concerns a deployable table assembly
comprising a holder for a personal electronic device, such
as a mobile phone, tablet or pad.
[0003] There are many holders available for holding
personal electronic devices. Generally speaking these
are designed to be used on their own and are free-stand-
ing. An example is a cushioned tablet holder that may be
placed on a table or on a user’s lap, and holds the tablet
in an angled position for use, especially for viewing.
[0004] However, these examples are not suitable for,
for example, being provided by an airline for an aircraft
passenger. Such a holder would be likely to become sep-
arated form an associated seat over time and is not in-
tegrated with the seat unit, for example.
[0005] The present invention seeks to mitigate the
above-mentioned problems. Alternatively or additionally,
the present invention seeks to provide an improved de-
ployable table assembly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The present invention provides, according to a
first aspect, a deployable table assembly comprising a
deployable table, and a support arm, wherein the deploy-
able table is moveably mounted to the support arm and
is moveable in relation to the support arm between a
stowed position and a deployed position, wherein the
support arm comprises a coverable region that is covered
by the deployable table when the deployable table is in
the stowed position, and not covered by the deployable
table (exposed by the deployable table) when the deploy-
able table is in the deployed position, wherein the de-
ployable table assembly further comprises a holder for a
personal electronic device mounted at least partially over
the coverable region of the support arm such that the
holder is at least partially covered by the deployable table
element when the deployable table is in the stowed po-
sition, and at least partially exposed when the deployable
table is in the deployed position.
[0007] This assembly has the advantage that the hold-
er is integral with the assembly, including the table and
support arm. This prevents it from becoming separated
from the other items of the assembly. In addition, the
support arm used to support the deployable table is also
used to support the holder. Hence, no separate support
arm is required for the holder. These advantages are
especially useful when the assembly is mounted as part
of an aircraft, for example as part of an aircraft seat unit,
for use by an aircraft passenger.
[0008] Furthermore, having the holder mounted over

the coverable region of the support arm means that the
holder is only exposed for use when the table is deployed.
This prevents damage to the holder as it is protected
when the table is stowed. This also provides for a neater,
cleaner, uncluttered look of the assembly when the table
is stowed. These advantages are especially useful when
the assembly is mounted as part of an aircraft, for exam-
ple as part of an aircraft seat unit, for use by an aircraft
passenger.
[0009] It is also noted that such an assembly has the
advantage that the stowage of the holder makes use of
unused space under the table. Again, this is especially
useful when the assembly is mounted as part of an air-
craft, for example as part of an aircraft seat unit, for use
by an aircraft passenger.
[0010] Preferably, the holder is mounted to the cover-
able region of the support arm. Preferably, the holder is
the holder is mounted fully over the coverable region of
the support arm. In other words, preferably, the holder is
fully covered by the deployable table element when the
deployable table is in the stowed position, and fully ex-
posed when the deployable table is in the deployed po-
sition.
[0011] Preferably, movement of the deployable table
between the stowed and deployed positions is a move-
ment within the plane of the deployable table. This pro-
vides a compact deployment arrangement.
[0012] More preferably, the movement of the deploy-
able table is by rotating or sliding. Even more preferably,
the movement is by rotating.
[0013] Alternatively, the movement of the deployable
table is by folding and unfolding.
[0014] Preferably, the deployable table may be moved
towards a user when moving from the stowed position to
the deployed position (so that more table area is nearer
the user) and wherein the coverable region of the arm,
as viewed by the user, is behind the deployed position
of the deployable table. This means that access to the
table (and any objects on it) is not obstructed by the holder
or any electronic device being held by it. This means that
an aircraft passenger could use the table for eating a
meal, whilst still being able to view the electronic device,
to watch a film, for example. The movement of the table
towards the user may be provided by a telescoping ac-
tion. The telescoping action may be provided by the sup-
port arm being telescopic. For example, the support arm
may comprise a support rail and a slidable arm portion,
the slidable arm portion being slidably mounted on the
support rail.
[0015] Preferably, the holder comprises a pivotable
arm that is rotatably mounted by a first end to the support
arm and wherein a second, opposite end of the pivotable
arm provides a first support surface for the electronic
device. This provides a simple, intuitive operation of the
holder that does not interfere with the table.
[0016] The first support surface may comprise a high
friction material to prevent sliding of the electronic device
on the first support surface. The first support surface may
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comprise a malleable material to allow the electronic de-
vice to be supported by a surface moulded to its an-
gle/shape. The arm may have a width of between 2cm
and 30cm to allow for the electronic device to be held
and prevented from wobbling on the pivotable arm.
[0017] More preferably, the pivotable arm is rotatable
between a stowed position, preferably where the pivot-
able arm is substantially or completely flush with the sup-
port arm, and at least one deployed position, where the
pivotable arm projects at an angle from the support arm.
This allows for the holder to be effectively stowed flush
against the support arm (and hence, not prevent the table
from moving back to its stowed position) but also allows
the holder to be easily deployed.
[0018] Preferably, the deployable table assembly com-
prises a table locking mechanism that prevents the table
from moving towards the stowed position when the piv-
otable arm is not in the stowed position. This prevents
the table from damaging the holder (or any electronic
device being held by it) which may otherwise occur by it
being stowed whilst the holder is deployed.
[0019] Preferably, there is also provided a second sup-
port surface for the electronic device. This allows the
electronic device to be held by two supports; the combi-
nation of supports preventing it sliding forwards and
maintaining an appropriate angle for viewing.
[0020] The second support surface may comprise a
high friction material to prevent sliding of the electronic
device on the second support surface. The second sup-
port surface may comprise a malleable material to allow
the electronic device to be supported by a surface mould-
ed to its angle/shape. The second support surface may
comprise an edge of the deployed table.
[0021] More preferably, the second support surface is
provided by a retaining edge mounted on the support
arm. This provides an actual edge for the electronic de-
vice to abut against, which helps to prevent sliding for-
wards.
[0022] More preferably, there are a plurality of retaining
edges mounted on the support arm at different positions
along the support arm. This allows for a number of dif-
ferent positions, especially angle positions, of the holder
(and any electronic device being held by it).
[0023] The pivotable arm may be able to provide many
angle positions from its stowed position of 0 degrees
(preferably substantially or completely flush against the
support arm) to a fully deployed position of, for example,
60 degrees or 120 degrees angled backwards from the
support arm. Each angle position may be maintained by
the pivotable arm being mounted by a friction hinge to
the support arm.
[0024] Preferably, the holder is translatably mounted
to the support arm and translatable in relation to the sup-
port arm from a first translation position to a second trans-
lation position. This assembly also has the advantage
that the holder (and therefore the electronic device being
held by the holder) is able to move, preferably laterally
or alternatively or additionally forwards and backwards,

in relation to the support arm. When considering the lat-
eral movement, this allows for different devices, of differ-
ent widths, to be centred with respect to the user. This
is especially useful if the deployed table is not centred
(i.e. is "off-centre") with respect to the support arm.
[0025] According to a second aspect of the invention
there is also provided a deployable table assembly com-
prising a deployable table, and a support arm, wherein
the deployable table is moveably mounted to the support
arm and is moveable in relation to the support arm be-
tween a stowed position and a deployed position, where-
in the deployable table assembly further comprises a
holder for a personal electronic device mounted to the
support arm, wherein the holder is translatably mounted
to the support arm and translatable in relation to the sup-
port arm from a first translation position to a second trans-
lation position.
[0026] This assembly has the advantage that the hold-
er is integral with the assembly, including the table and
support arm. This prevents it from becoming separated
from the other items of the assembly. In addition, the
support arm used to support the deployable table is also
used to support the holder. Hence, no separate support
arm is required for the holder. These advantages are
especially useful when the assembly is mounted as part
of an aircraft, for example as part of an aircraft seat unit,
for use by an aircraft passenger.
[0027] This assembly also has the advantage that the
holder (and therefore the electronic device being held by
the holder) is able to move, laterally or forwards and back-
wards, in relation to the support arm. When considering
the lateral movement, this allows for different devices, of
different widths, to be centred with respect to the user.
This is especially useful if the deployed table is not cen-
tred (i.e. is "off-centre") with respect to the support arm.
[0028] Preferably, the holder is slidably mounted to the
support arm.
[0029] More preferably, the holder is slidable laterally
in relation to the support arm.
[0030] Preferably, the holder comprises a pivotable
arm that is rotatably mounted by a first end to the support
arm and wherein a second, opposite end of the pivotable
arm provides a first support surface for the electronic
device. This provides a simple, intuitive operation of the
holder that does not interfere with the table.
[0031] The first support surface may comprise a high
friction material to prevent sliding of the electronic device
on the first support surface. The first support surface may
comprise a malleable material to allow the electronic de-
vice to be supported by a surface moulded to its an-
gle/shape. The arm may have a width of between 2cm
and 30cm to allow for the electronic device to be held
and prevented from wobbling on the pivotable arm.
[0032] More preferably, the pivotable arm is rotatable
between a stowed position, preferably where the pivot-
able arm is substantially or completely flush with the sup-
port arm, and at least one deployed position, where the
pivotable arm projects at an angle from the support arm.
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This allows for the holder to be effectively stowed flush
against the support arm (and hence, not prevent the table
from moving back to its stowed position) but also allows
the holder to be easily deployed.
[0033] Even more preferably, the deployable table as-
sembly comprises a holder locking mechanism that pre-
vents the holder from moving towards the second trans-
lation position when the pivotable arm is in the stowed
position. This prevents the holder being needlessly
moved (and potentially damaged) when not being used.
[0034] Preferably, the deployable table assembly com-
prises a table locking mechanism that prevents the table
from moving towards the stowed position when the piv-
otable arm is not in the stowed position. This prevents
the table from damaging the holder (or any electronic
device being held by it) by being stowed whilst the holder
is deployed.
[0035] Preferably, there is also provided a second sup-
port surface for the electronic device. This allows the
electronic device to be held by two supports; the combi-
nation of supports preventing it sliding forwards, and
maintaining an appropriate angle for viewing.
[0036] The second support surface may comprise a
high friction material to prevent sliding of the electronic
device on the second support surface. The second sup-
port surface may comprise a malleable material to allow
the electronic device to be supported by a surface mould-
ed to its angle/shape. The second support surface may
comprise an edge of the deployed table.
[0037] More preferably, the second support surface is
provided by a retaining edge mounted on the support
arm. This provides an actual edge for the electronic de-
vice to abut against, which helps to prevent sliding for-
wards.
[0038] More preferably, there are a plurality of retaining
edges mounted on the support arm at different positions
along the support arm. This allows for a number of dif-
ferent positions, especially angle positions, of the holder
(and any electronic device being held by it).
[0039] The pivotable arm may be able to provide many
angle positions from its stowed position of 0 degrees
(preferably substantially or completely flush against the
support arm) to a fully deployed position of, for example,
60 degrees or 120 degrees angled backwards from the
support arm. Each angle position may be maintained by
the pivotable arm being mounted by a friction hinge to
the support arm.
[0040] Even more preferably, the one or more retaining
edges are mounted so as to move translatably with the
holder. This allows the electronic device, whilst being fully
supported by two supports, to be moved translatably.
[0041] Preferably, the support arm comprises a cover-
able region that is covered by the deployable table when
the deployable table is in the stowed position, and not
covered by the deployable table when the deployable
table is in the deployed position, and wherein the holder
is mounted at least partially over the coverable region of
the support arm such that the holder is at least partially

covered by the deployable table element when the de-
ployable table is in the stowed position, and at least par-
tially exposed when the deployable table is in the de-
ployed position. Having the holder mounted to the cov-
erable region of the support arm means that the holder
is only exposed for use when the table is deployed. This
prevent damage to the holder as it is protected when the
table is stowed. This also provides for a neater, cleaner,
uncluttered look of the assembly when the table is
stowed. These advantages are especially useful when
the assembly is mounted as part of an aircraft, for exam-
ple as part of an aircraft seat unit, for use by an aircraft
passenger. It is also noted that such an assembly has
the advantage that the stowage of the holder makes use
of unused space under the table. Again, this is especially
useful when the assembly is mounted as part of an air-
craft, for example as part of an aircraft seat unit, for use
by an aircraft passenger.
[0042] Preferably, the holder is mounted to the cover-
able region of the support arm. Preferably, the holder is
the holder is mounted fully over the coverable region of
the support arm. In other words, preferably, the holder is
fully covered by the deployable table element when the
deployable table is in the stowed position, and fully ex-
posed when the deployable table is in the deployed po-
sition.
[0043] Preferably, the deployable table assembly of ei-
ther aspect is suitable for mounting to an aircraft interior
structure, such as the back of a passenger seat or a con-
sole unit, for use by a passenger behind.
[0044] It will of course be appreciated that features de-
scribed in relation to one aspect of the present invention
may be incorporated into other aspects of the present
invention. For example, the first aspect of the invention
may incorporate any of the features described with ref-
erence to the second aspect of the invention and vice
versa.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0045] Embodiments of the present invention will now
be described by way of example only with reference to
the accompanying schematic drawings of which:

Figure 1 a shows a plan view of a deployable table
assembly according to a first embodiment of the in-
vention, in a "stowed table" configuration;
Figure 1b shows a plan view of the deployable table
assembly of Figure 1a, in a "deployed table" config-
uration;
Figure 2a shows a side view of the deployable table
assembly of Figures 1a and 1b, in a "deployed table"
configuration and also showing the pivotable arm in
a variety of positions;
Figure 2b shows a side view of a deployable table
assembly according to a second embodiment of the
invention, in a "deployed table" configuration, also
showing the pivotable arm in a deployed position and
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also showing a personal electronic device on the piv-
otable arm;
Figure 2c shows a side view of a deployable table
assembly according to a third embodiment of the in-
vention, in a "deployed table" configuration, also
showing the pivotable arm in a deployed position and
also showing a personal electronic device on the piv-
otable arm;
Figure 2d shows a side view of a deployable table
assembly according to a fourth embodiment of the
invention, in a "deployed table" configuration, also
showing the pivotable arm in a variety of positions
and also showing a personal electronic device on
the pivotable arm;
Figure 3 shows a plan view the deployable table as-
sembly of Figures 1a and 1b, in a "deployed table"
configuration and also showing the lateral movement
of the pivotable arm and retaining edge region;
Figure 4 shows a perspective view of a deployable
table assembly according to a fifth embodiment of
the invention, showing the assembly in situ as part
of an aircraft seat unit, mounted to a seat console
and useable by a passenger in the seat behind;
Figure 5 shows a plan view of the deployable table
assembly of Figure 4, showing the telescoped nature
of the support arm;
Figure 6 shows a perspective view of the deployable
table assembly of the fifth embodiment, in a "stowed
table" configuration;
Figure 7 shows an enlarged side view of the circled
area in Figure 6, showing a release latch;
Figure 8 shows an enlarged cross-sectional side
view of the deployable table assembly of the fifth
embodiment, in the "stowed table" configuration,
showing a retaining pin;
Figure 9 shows an enlarged perspective view of a
cam follower and cam track used in the deployment
of the table of the fifth embodiment;
Figure 10 shows an enlarged side view of the de-
ployable table assembly of the fifth embodiment, in
a "partly deployed" configuration, showing the retain-
ing pin;
Figure 11 shows a perspective view of the deploya-
ble table assembly of the fifth embodiment, in the
"rotated" configuration;
Figure 12 shows an enlarged perspective view of the
cam follower and cam track of Figure 9, used to allow
movement of the table but not rotation of the table;
Figure 13 shows an enlarged side view of the de-
ployable table assembly of Figure 6, in a "partly de-
ployed" configuration, showing the retaining pin; and
Figure 14 shows a perspective view of the deploya-
ble table assembly in the "fully deployed" configura-
tion, showing the pivotable arm in a 60 degree posi-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0046] Figure 1a shows a plan view of a deployable
table assembly 10 according to a first embodiment of the
invention, in a "stowed table" configuration.
[0047] Here it can be seen that the table 20 is in a
stowed position 20a. It is supported underneath by a sup-
port arm 30. The table is mounted so as to be rotatable
on the support arm. The support arm 30 can be mounted
on a structure (not shown).
[0048] Figure 1b shows a plan view of the deployable
table assembly 10 of Figure 1a, in a "deployed table"
configuration.
[0049] Here it can be seen that the table 20 has been
rotated with respect to the support arm 30 (shown by
arrow 20c) to a deployed position 20b. The table 20 has
moved from a "portrait" orientation to a "landscape" ori-
entation. This movement exposes a region 31 of the sup-
port arm that is shown in hatched lines in Figure 1a. This
region is covered by the table in the stowed position and
not covered (exposed) by the table when then table is in
the deployed position.
[0050] In this region 31 is a holder 40 for holding a
personal electronic device of a user of the table 20. The
holder comprises a pivotable arm 41 with a width, ex-
tending across the support arm, of 10 cm. This pivotable
arm 41 will be described in more detail later. Also, in the
region 31 is a retaining edge region 32. Again, this will
be described in more detail later.
[0051] Figure 2a shows a side view of the deployable
table assembly of Figures 1a and 1b, in a "deployed table"
configuration and also showing the pivotable arm 41 in
a variety of positions. As can be seen, the pivotable arm
41 sits flush so as to not protrude above the upper surface
of the support arm 30 when it is in its stowed position
(designated as 42a). It can then be pivoted (shown by
arrow 45) from its first end at a friction hinge 44 into a
variety of other angles from the support arm 30. Here,
three other positions 42b (at approximately 20 degrees),
42c (at approximately 45 degrees) and 42d (at approxi-
mately 70 degrees) are shown. The arm 41 may be piv-
oted even further as far as an angle of 120 degrees from
the front support arm surface. At the second, distal end
of the pivotable arm 41 is a rubber tip 43, which acts as
a support surface for an electronic device on the holder
40. The angle of a supported electronic device can be
adjusted by altering the angle of the pivotable arm 41.
[0052] Also, in Figure 2a the retaining region 32 in front
of the pivotable arm 41 can be seen more clearly. Here
is can be seen that it comprises a retaining lip 33 that
protrudes up from the surface of the support arm 30. It
is also angled backwards towards the pivotable arm 41.
This acts as a second support surface for an electronic
device on the holder 40. The retaining lip 33 is made of
a rubber material.
[0053] Figure 2b shows a side view of a deployable
table assembly 110 according to a second embodiment
of the invention, in a "deployed table" configuration, also
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showing the pivotable arm 41 in a deployed position and
also showing a personal electronic device 50 on the piv-
otable arm 41. This second embodiment is very similar
to the first embodiment and the same reference numerals
will be used for like elements. Where elements have not
been described, it can be assumed they are the same
as, or substantially similar to, before.
[0054] Here, the retaining region 32 comprises two lips
34a, 34b, each of them very similar to lip 33. They are
spaced apart along the length of the support arm 30 so
that different height personal electronic devices can be
supported in two different locations and at different an-
gles.
[0055] The electronic device 50 comprises a front view-
ing surface 52, a back surface 51 and a bottom edge 53.
It can be seen that the bottom edge 53 abuts against one
of the retaining lips 34b and is so prevented from slipping
forwards. The back surface 51 of the device 50 rests on
the deployed pivotable arm 41. Hence, the device 50 is
held at the required angle by the holder 40.
[0056] Figure 2c shows a side view of a deployable
table assembly 210 according to a third embodiment of
the invention, in a "deployed table" configuration, also
showing the pivotable arm 41 in a deployed position and
also showing a personal electronic device 50 on the piv-
otable arm 41. This third embodiment is very similar to
the first and second embodiments and the same refer-
ence numerals will be used for like elements. Where el-
ements have not been described, it can be assumed they
are the same as, or substantially similar to, before.
[0057] Here, the retaining region 32 comprises four lips
35a, 35b, 35c and 35d, each of them very similar to lip
33 or lips 34a and 34b. They are spaced apart along the
length of the support arm 30 so that different height per-
sonal electronic devices can be supported in four differ-
ent locations and at different angles.
[0058] Figure 2d shows a side view of a deployable
table assembly 310 according to a fourth embodiment of
the invention, in a "deployed table" configuration, also
showing the pivotable arm 41 in a variety of positions and
also showing a personal electronic device 50 on the piv-
otable arm 41. This fourth embodiment is very similar to
the first, second and third embodiments and the same
reference numerals will be used for like elements. Where
elements have not been described, it can be assumed
they are the same as, or substantially similar to, before.
[0059] Here, there is no specific elements to the retain-
ing region 32. Instead, the electronic device 50 is simply
able to abut against a back edge 21 of the table 20.
Hence, the back edge 21 of the table 20 acts as a retain-
ing lip.
[0060] This Figure also shown that the rubber tip 43 of
the pivotable arm 41 is squashable/malleable so as to
"mould" to the angle of the electronic device 50 resting
on it.
[0061] Figure 3 shows a plan view the deployable table
assembly 10 of Figures 1a and 1b, in a "deployed table"
configuration and also showing the lateral movement of

the pivotable arm 41 and retaining edge region 32.
[0062] When the table 20 is in the deployed position
20b, the pivotable arm 41 can be pulled in and out laterally
(shown by arrows 46) so as to centre the holder 40 (and
electronic device 50) with respect to the table 20 or user.
It is noted that the retaining region 32 also moves at the
same time as the pivotable arm 41 (by use of a mechan-
ical linkage, not shown). A spring 36 acts to hold the
pivotable arm 41 and retaining region 32 in the required
place.
[0063] Figure 4 shows a perspective view of a deploy-
able table assembly 410 according to a fifth embodiment
of the invention, showing the assembly in situ as part of
an aircraft seat unit 60, mounted to a seat console 61
and useable by a passenger in the seat behind 62. The
support arm 30 is mounted to the seat console 61 under
a TV monitor 63. This console is in front of the passenger
seat 62 so the passenger in seat 62 can use the table 20
and holder 40. The console is located above a footwell
for the passenger.
[0064] Figure 5 shows a plan view of the deployable
table assembly 410. Here, it can be seen that the support
arm 430 comprises a support arm portion 430a and a rail
430b. The support arm portion 430a is slidably mounted
to the rail 430b. The rail 430b is slidably mounted to a
mounting plate 64 that is mounted in the seat console
61. Hence, the support arm 430 is able to slide out in a
telescopic manner.
[0065] Figure 6 shows a perspective view of the de-
ployable table assembly 410, in a "stowed table" config-
uration. The table 420 has a latch button 422 at the front
that a passenger can press to release a latch 423 and
enable the table to be deployed. The latch is located in
the circled area of Figure 6 and is shown enlarged in
Figure 7. This latch 423 is released by the action of the
pressing on the latch button 422. Once de-latched, the
table can be pulled forwards so that the table 420, support
arm portion 430a and rail 430b are slid in relation to the
mounting plate 64.
[0066] Figure 8 shows an enlarged cross-sectional
side view of the deployable table assembly 410, in the
"stowed table" configuration, showing a retaining pin 440.
This pin 440 forms part of the support arm portion 430a
and acts to retaining the table leaf 420 in relation to the
support arm portion 430a. This is done by the retaining
pin 440 extending through a through hole 437 in the sup-
port arm portion 430a into a closed hole 441 on the un-
derside of the table leaf and thus, preventing the table
leaf 420 from being rotated in relation to the support arm
portion 430a. The pin 440 extends upwards from a sliding
lock arm 438 of the support arm portion 430a. The height
of the sliding lock arm 438 in relation to the hole 437
varies, as the sliding lock arm can move up and down,
depending on the orientation of the table 420, as will be
described in more detail later.
[0067] Figure 9 shows an enlarged perspective view
of a cam follower 450 and cam track 451 used in the
deployment of the table 420. The cam follower 450 is
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connected to the support arm portion 430a. When the
table leaf 420 is pulled forwards, the support arm portion
430a moves in relation to the mounting plate 64. This
causes the cam follower 450 to run along the cam track
451 that is located on the mounting plate 64. The cam
track 451 is "stepped" so that the cam follower 450 trav-
elling along it moves downwards at a first step 451a. The
cam follower 450 is connected to the retaining pin 440
and so the downwards movement of the cam follower
450 causes the retaining pin 440 to drop. This means
that the retaining pin 440 drops out of the hole 441 in the
table 420 and thus allows the table 420 to be able to be
rotated in relation to the support arm portion 430a. This
dropped position of the retaining pin 440 is shown in Fig-
ure 10.
[0068] It is noted that the dropping of the pin 440 cor-
responds to the cam follower 450 reaching a certain po-
sition (the first step 451a) on the cam track 451. This
corresponds to the table 420, support arm portion 430a
and rail 430b being pulled forwards by a distance of ap-
proximately 440mm. At this distance, rotation of the table
leaf 420 does not cause abutting or knocking into any of
the console furniture etc. As the table 420 is rotated, it
rotates in relation to the pin 440. The profile of the un-
derside of the table 420 is shaped (i.e. has a depth that
varies) so that as the table 420 rotates in relation to the
retaining pin 440, the pin 440 is pushed downwards.
Therefore, between the angles of 45 and 90 degrees, the
pin 440 is being pushed downwards by the table 420.
[0069] Figure 11 shows a perspective view of the de-
ployable table assembly 410, in this rotated (to 90 de-
grees) configuration.
[0070] With the table 420 rotated between 45 degrees
and 90 degrees, the retaining pin 440 push up against
the underside of the table 420 if the table 420 was at-
tempted to be stowed. Hence, the cam follower 450 would
not be able to go back up the cam track 451. Hence,
stowage of the table 420 is prevented when it is rotated
past 45 degrees.
[0071] The table 420 can be pulled further forwards
from the configuration in Figure 11, and this causes the
support arm portion 430a to slide in relation to the rail
430b. In the fully deployed position, the table 420 is very
close to the passenger in the seat, at a total distance
away from the console of approximately 650mm (i.e. a
further 210mm).
[0072] If a passenger then wants to exit their seat with-
out having to rotate the table 420 back to its original ori-
entation, the passenger can push against the table 420.
This causes the rail 430b and support arm portion 430a
to both be pushed towards the mounting plate 64. This
provides for an extra approximately 82.5mm of space
(i.e. a total distance of 567.5mm). At the end of this travel,
the cam follower 450 has stepped up on the cam track
451, as shown in Figure 12.
[0073] During this travel, the retaining pin 440 is locat-
ed in a different hole 442 in the underside of the table
leaf 420 and so rotation of the table leaf 420 is not pos-

sible. Hence, the travel can only occur when the table is
in the 90 degree rotated position. Otherwise, the pin 440
hits the underside of the table 420 and prevents the cam
follower 450 stepping up the step 451a on the cam track
451.
[0074] The cam follower 450 stepping up on the cam
track 451 causes the retaining pin 440 to be pushed up
into a second hole 442 in the table 420, as shown in
Figure 13. This hole 442 is shallower than hole 441 and
thus prevents the movement of the table 420 in relation
to the support arm portion 430a by preventing the cam
following 450 being able to move further up the cam track
451 (up another step). This, this prevents any further
stowage movement of the table 420 towards the console
or mounting plate 64.
[0075] When a passenger wishes to fully stow the ta-
ble, they need to pull it back towards them, away from
the console, so that cam follower 450 drops down the
step in the cam track 451 and the pin 440 is dropped
down away from hole 442. This allows the table to be
rotated back into its original (0 degrees) orientation.
Then, when the table 420 is pushed back and cam fol-
lower 450 travels up the cam track 451, the cam follower
450 is not prevented from lifting up with the steps in the
cam track 451. This is because pin 440 is now located
in hole 441, which is deeper than hole 442.
[0076] Figure 14 shows a perspective view of the de-
ployable table assembly 410 in the "fully deployed" con-
figuration, showing the pivotable arm in a 60 degree po-
sition. Here, the pivotable arm 41 is stopped from rotating
any further by the bottom of the arm abutting the support
arm portion 430a. This Figure also shows a gap 41a in
the support arm portion 430 that also a passenger to
easily push the pivotable arm 41 up from underneath the
support arm potion 430a.
[0077] Whilst the present invention has been de-
scribed and illustrated with reference to particular em-
bodiments, it will be appreciated by those of ordinary skill
in the art that the invention lends itself to many different
variations not specifically illustrated herein.
[0078] For example, the width of the pivotable arm 40
can be any suitable width, depending on the type/size of
personal electronic device expected to be used with it.
[0079] As another example, the tip 43 of the pivotable
arm 41 and/or the retaining lips 33, 34, 35 do not have
to be rubber and could be any suitable material that has
a high friction surface and/or is resilient or malleable.
[0080] Where in the foregoing description, integers or
elements are mentioned which have known, obvious or
foreseeable equivalents, then such equivalents are here-
in incorporated as if individually set forth. Reference
should be made to the claims for determining the true
scope of the present invention, which should be con-
strued so as to encompass any such equivalents. It will
also be appreciated by the reader that integers or fea-
tures of the invention that are described as preferable,
advantageous, convenient or the like are optional and do
not limit the scope of the independent claims. Moreover,
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it is to be understood that such optional integers or fea-
tures, whilst of possible benefit in some embodiments of
the invention, may not be desirable, and may therefore
be absent, in other embodiments.

Claims

1. A deployable table assembly comprising:

- a deployable table, and
- a support arm,

wherein the deployable table is moveably mounted
to the support arm and is moveable in relation to the
support arm between a stowed position and a de-
ployed position, wherein the support arm comprises
a coverable region that is:

- covered by the deployable table when the de-
ployable table is in the stowed position, and
- not covered by the deployable table when the
deployable table is in the deployed position,

wherein the deployable table assembly further com-
prises:

- a holder for a personal electronic device mount-
ed at least partially over the coverable region of
the support arm such that the holder is:

- at least partially covered by the deployable
table element when the deployable table is
in the stowed position, and
- at least partially exposed when the deploy-
able table is in the deployed position.

2. A deployable table assembly as claimed in claim 1,
wherein movement of the deployable table between
the stowed and deployed positions is a movement
within the plane of the deployable table.

3. A deployable table assembly as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the movement of the deployable table is by
rotating or sliding.

4. A deployable table assembly as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the deployable table may be
moved towards a user when moving from the stowed
position to the deployed position and wherein the
coverable region of the arm, as viewed by the user,
is behind the deployed position of the deployable
table.

5. A deployable table assembly as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the holder comprises a pivot-
able arm that is rotatably mounted by a first end to
the support arm and wherein a second, opposite end

of the pivotable arm provides a first support surface
for the electronic device.

6. A deployable table assembly as claimed in claim 5,
wherein the pivotable arm is rotatable between a
stowed position, where the pivotable arm is substan-
tially flush with the support arm, and at least one
deployed position, where the pivotable arm projects
at an angle from the support arm.

7. A deployable table assembly as claimed in claim 5
or claim 6, wherein the deployable table assembly
comprises a table locking mechanism that prevents
the table from moving towards the stowed position
when the pivotable arm is not in the stowed position.

8. A deployable table assembly as claimed in any of
claims 5 to 7, wherein there is also provided a second
support surface for the electronic device.

9. A deployable table assembly as claimed in claim 8,
wherein the second support surface is provided by
a retaining edge mounted on the support arm.

10. A deployable table assembly as claimed in claim 9,
wherein there are a plurality of retaining edges
mounted on the support arm at different positions
along the support arm.

11. A deployable table assembly as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the holder is translatably
mounted to the support arm and translatable in re-
lation to the support arm from a first translation po-
sition to a second translation position.

12. A deployable table assembly comprising:

- a deployable table, and
- a support arm,

wherein the deployable table is moveably mounted
to the support arm and is moveable in relation to the
support arm between a stowed position and a de-
ployed position, wherein the deployable table as-
sembly further comprises:

- a holder for a personal electronic device mount-
ed to the support arm,

wherein the holder is translatably mounted to the
support arm and translatable in relation to the sup-
port arm from a first translation position to a second
translation position.

13. A deployable table assembly as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the holder is slidably mounted to the support
arm.

13 14 



EP 3 450 318 A1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

14. A deployable table assembly as claimed in claim 12
or claim 13, wherein the holder is slidable laterally
in relation to the support arm.

15. A deployable table assembly as claimed in any pre-
ceding claim, wherein the deployable table assembly
is suitable for mounting to an aircraft interior struc-
ture, such as the back of a passenger seat or a con-
sole unit, for use by a passenger behind.
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