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Description

[0001] The invention relates to the field of oscillatory
drives. It relates to a drive unit as described in the pre-
amble of the corresponding independent claims.

[0002] US 6'768'245 B1 discloses a piezoelectric mo-
tor, with which a drive element, comprising a piezo ele-
mentand contact elements, is elastically suspended, and
by the piezo element is set into oscillations for driving a
further body or passive element, by way of the contact
elements.

[0003] US 7°'429'812B1 discloses a piezoelectric drive
unit with a resonator which comprises at least two arms,
arranged to extend from the same side of the resonator.
Contact elements are located at the outer ends of the
arms, and can be moved together or apart by way of
oscillating movements of the arm pair, by which means
a relative movement of a passive element with respect
to an active element carrying the resonator can be ef-
fected. The passive element can be made to be elastic
in itself. Alternatively or in addition, the passive element
can be elastically supported relative to the arm pair.
These measures allow to transfer the oscillating move-
ment and resulting forces exerted by the two arms in an
efficient manner, and/or to compensate for imperfect
alignment of the parts.

[0004] There is a need to simplify construction of such
an oscillating drive unit, which can help to reduce man-
ufacturing complexity and costs, and increase reliability.
[0005] Itis therefore an object of the invention to create
a drive unit of the type mentioned initially, which over-
comes the disadvantages mentioned above.

[0006] These objects are achieved by a drive unit ac-
cording to the claims.

[0007] Thus, the drive unit is configured for driving a
passive element relative to an active element, wherein
the active element comprises a resonator with two arms,
each extending in parallel to a reference plane and end-
ing in a contact element, which is movable by oscillating
movements of the arms, and thereby drives the passive
element. A pre-stress element is arranged to exert arel-
ative force between the active element and passive ele-
ment, pressing them against one another with pre-stress
forces that are normal to the reference plane.

[0008] Statedin moredetail: the drive unitis configured
for driving a passive element relative to an active ele-
ment, wherein the active element comprises

a resonator and at least one excitation means for
exciting oscillations in the resonator,

the resonator comprising at least two arms, extend-
ing from a connection region of the resonator at the
same side of the connection region,

the resonator and the arms extending in parallel to
a reference plane,

each of the arms comprising, at an outer end of the
arm, a contact element,

the contact elements being movable by way of os-
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cillating movements of the arms,

the passive element being arranged to be driven and
moved relative to the active element by way of these
oscillating movements;

the passive element comprises contact areas, each
contact area being arranged to be in contact with a
respective one of the contact elements,.

[0009] Therein, apre-stress elementis arranged to ex-
ert a relative force between the active element and pas-
sive element, whereby each contact area is pressed
against the respective contact element with a pre-stress
force thathas a component thatis normal to the reference
plane.

[0010] Each arm extending from the connection region
can be said to be connected to the connection region at
a proximal end of the arm, and its contact element is
arranged at a distal end of the arm. The direction in which
the arms extend corresponds to a resonator axis. The
resonator with the excitation means and without the arms
can be mirror-symmetric with regard to the resonator ax-
is, e.g. when seen in a projection onto the reference
plane. The resonator including the arms can be substan-
tially mirror-symmetric with regard to the resonator axis.
But there can be a slight asymmetry in that the midpoint
between the arms can be shifted to one side (seen in the
reference plane).

[0011] The oscillating movements of the arms can
cause the contact elements to move towards one another
and away from another, which can be the result of each
contact element moving along an elliptical path. Move-
ment of each path can be clockwise or counterclockwise
(seenin the plane of the resonator), and can be controlled
by adjusting an excitation frequency of the excitation
means. The excitation means typically is a piezoelectric
element. Further details of such drives are described in
the initially cited US’768°245 B1 and US’429'812 B1.
[0012] A force vector having a component normal to
the reference plane can mean that an angle between the
vector and the reference plane is at least 10° or at least
20° or at least 30° or at least 40°.

[0013] A contact element (part of the active element)
touches the contact body (part of the passive element)
at contact areas. Contact forces related to the pre-stress
will be generally normal to the contact surfaces where
the parts touch, and in particular normal to a contact sur-
face in the contact area, in particular normal to a tangent
plane thereof.

[0014] Inembodiments, a normal vector to a plane that
is tangent to the surface of the contact body in its contact
area will have an angle to the reference plane that is at
least 10° or at least 20° or at least 30° or at least 40°.
[0015] Inembodiments, the resonator comprises afirst
surface and an opposed second surface, both parallel to
thereference plane, and the first contact area and second
contact area are arranged to come into contact only with
contact edges of the contact regions, the contact edges
being located where the contact regions, are adjacent to
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the first and second surface, respectively.
[0016] In embodiments

» the first contact region comprises, where it is adja-
cent to the first surface, a first contact edge of the
firstarm, and where it is adjacent to the second sur-
face, a second contact edge of the first arm, and

* the second contact region comprises, where it is ad-
jacent to the first surface, a first contact edge of the
second arm, and where it is adjacent to the second
surface, a second contact edge of the second arm.

[0017] Then, one of the following can be the case:

* The first contact area is in contact with only the first
contact edge of the first arm, and the second contact
area is in contact with only the first contact edge of
the second arm.

* The first contact area is in contact with only the first
contact edge of the first arm, and the second contact
area is in contact with only the second contact edge
of the second arm.

[0018] Itis understood that being in contact means be-
ing in contact intermittently during operation of the drive
unit, as the oscillating arms intermittently are in contact
and move away from the respective areas on the contact
body.

[0019] In embodiments, the pre-stress element is at-
tached to the resonator, in particular by being shaped as
a single part with the resonator, and arranged to press
against the passive element in a direction normal to the
reference plane.

[0020] In embodiments, the pre-stress element is
formed by a further active element, in particular in a mir-
ror-symmetric arrangement with the active element.
[0021] In embodiments, the resonators of the further
active element and the active element are manufactured
in one piece. For example, they can be manufactured
from a single piece of sheet material, for example, from
a sheet of metal.

[0022] In embodiments, the pre-stress element is part
of a suspension of the active element, or part of a sus-
pension of the passive element, or part of both.

[0023] Forexample, the active element can be mount-
ed to a base element through an attachment (or suspen-
sion, or mounting) element, which can beresilientor elas-
tic. Likewise, the passive element can be mounted to (or
attached to, or suspended on) a driven part through a
link which can be resilient or elastic. Amechanical linkage
between the passive element and the active element can
then be such that when the contact body is arranged
between the arms, the attachment element and/or the
link are elastically deformed. Such an elastic deformation
corresponds to the pre-stress forces between the contact
elements and the contact body.

[0024] In embodiments, the passive element is ar-
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ranged to rotate around a rotary movement axis, the

rotary movement axis being normal to the reference

plane

[0025] In embodiments,

* the component of the pre-stress force acting be-
tween the first contact area and of the first contact
element that is normal to the reference plane
and

* the component of the pre-stress force acting be-
tween the second contact area and the second con-
tact element that is normal to the reference plane

are in the same direction.

[0026] Consequently, if the rotary movement axis is
normal to the reference plane, the normal components
(relative to the reference plane) of the pre-stress forces
acting between each of the contact areas and the respec-
tive contact element are parallel to the rotary movement
axis.

[0027] In embodiments, a further active element is
present, and the contact body is rotationally symmetric
with respect to a rotary movement axis, with a diameter
that varies along this axis, and the first contact area and
second contact area are located at a region along the
axis where the diameter increases.

[0028] In embodiments, a further active element is
present, and the contact body when considered along
the rotary movement axis comprises a first section where
the diameter increases and which is in contact with the
arms of the active element, and a second section where
the diameter decreases and which is in contact with the
arms of the further active element.

[0029] The active element can drive the passive ele-
ment at the first section, and the further active element
can drive it at the second section.

[0030] In embodiments, the passive element is ar-
ranged to rotate around a rotary-linear movement axis,
between two active elements, the rotary-linear move-
ment axis being essentially parallel to their resonator ax-
es, and lying in the plane of symmetry of the mirror-sym-
metric arrangement of the two active elements.

[0031] In embodiments, the passive element is ar-
ranged to translate along a linear movement axis, the
linear movement axis being parallel to the reference
plane, and in particular also parallel to the resonator axis.
[0032] Inembodiments, the pre-stress force acting be-
tween the first contact area and the first contact element
and the pre-stress force acting between the second con-
tact area and the second contact element are parallel
and in opposite directions.

[0033] Consequently, in this case, the pre-stress forc-
es correspond to a torque acting on the contact body. An
axis of this torque typically is parallel to or coincident with
the linear movement axis.

[0034] In embodiments, the pre-stress force effects a
bending of a link that extends in a direction normal to the
resonator axis.
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[0035] In embodiments, the pre-stress force effects a
twisting of a link that extends in parallel to the resonator
axis.

[0036] In a method for operating the drive unit, the ex-
citation means is supplied with an electrical voltage at
different frequencies, thereby generating different move-
ment patterns of the arms and the contact regions, ac-
cording to the frequency. Different movement patterns
cause the passive element to rotate and/or move linearly,
according to a degree of freedom defined by a suspen-
sion of the passive element relative to the active element.
[0037] A drive unit, according to a further aspect of the
invention, comprises a bearing element that provides an
additional contact at which the active element can sup-
port and stabilise the passive element.

[0038] Stated in more detail: the drive unit according
to the further aspect of the invention is configured for
driving a passive element relative to an active element,
wherein the active element comprises

a resonator and at least one excitation means for
exciting oscillations in the resonator,

the resonator comprising atleast two arms extending
froma connectionregion ofthe resonator atthe same
side of the connection region,

the resonator and the arms extending in parallel to
a reference plane,

each of the arms comprising, at an outer end of the
arm, a contact element, the contact elements being
movable by way of oscillating movements of the
arms,

the passive element being arranged to be driven and
moved relative to the active element by way of these
oscillating movements;

the passive element comprises contact areas, each
contact area being arranged to be in contact with a
respective one of the contact elements.

[0039] Therein, the resonator comprises a bearing el-
ement arranged to contact the contact body at a third
contact area.

[0040] Such adrive unitaccording to the further aspect
can be implemented having a pre-stress element as pre-
sented in the abovementioned embodiments, or without
such a pre-stress element being present.

[0041] Such adrive unit allows for a larger diameter of
the contact body, as compared to a drive withoutthe bear-
ing element, and thereby for a larger torque to be applied
between the active element and the passive element.
[0042] Inembodiments according to the further aspect,
the bearing element is manufactured as a single piece
with the resonator.

[0043] Inembodiments according to the further aspect,
the bearing element lies at least approximately on the
resonator axis.

[0044] Inembodiments according to the further aspect,
the passive elementis arranged to rotate around a rotary
movement axis, the rotary movement axis being normal
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to the reference plane

[0045] Inembodimentsaccordingtothe furtheraspect,
the locations of the two contact elements and the bearing
element define a triangle, and the rotary movement axis
passes through this triangle.

[0046] Throughout the present text, where parts are
manufactured from a single piece of sheet material, for
example, from a sheet of metal, this can done by a sub-
tractive process, such as cutting or stamping or etching.
[0047] Further embodiments are evident from the de-
pendent patent claims.

[0048] The subject matter of the invention will be ex-
plained in more detail in the following text with reference
to exemplary embodiments which are illustrated in the
attached drawings, which schematically show:

elements of a drive unit;

a drive unit with a pre-stress element at-
tached to the active element;

a drive unit with two active elements, ar-
ranged to rotate a passive element;

a drive unit with two active elements, ar-
ranged to rotate and/or linearly displace the
passive element;

a cross section showing contact edges in
more detail, with a passive element in con-
tact with edges at the same side of the ac-
tive element;

a cross section showing contact edges in
more detail, with a passive element in con-
tact with edges at the opposite side of the
active element;

a passive element with a suspension de-
signed to be twisted;

an application comprising two drive units
with passive elements as in Figure 7;

a kinematic arrangement representing the
different embodiments; and.

a drive with an active element having a
bearing element.

Figure 1
Figure 2

Figure 3

Figure 4

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7
Figure 8
Figure 9

Figure 10

[0049] Inprinciple, identical parts are provided with the
same reference symbols in the figures.

[0050] Figure 1 schematically shows, in an exploded
view, elements of a drive unit, with an active element 1
and a passive element 4. The active element 1 comprises
a resonator 2 or resonator plate 2 and two excitation
means 23. From a connection region 20 of the resonator
2, a first arm 21 and second arm 22 extend in the same
direction, corresponding to a resonator axis 24. At the
end of each arm there are respective first contact ele-
ments 31 and second contact elements 32, designed to
contact and move the passive element 4 by means of
contacting first contact areas 41 and second contact ar-
eas 42 of the passive element 4. These contact areas
are not necessarily in a fixed relation to the moving pas-
sive element 4, rather they are the locations where the
contact regions 31, 32 currently contact the passive el-
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ement 4, as the passive element 4 rotates about a rotary
movement axis 25 (in Figure 1) or translates (in other
embodiments) relative to the active element 1.

[0051] As explained in US 7°429'812 B1 cited above,
an excitation frequency of a voltage generator driving the
excitation means 23, which can be a piezoelectric ele-
ment, can be varied, and depending on the frequency
different modes of mechanical oscillations of the arms
will be generated. For example, in one mode the contact
regions 31,32 will-seenin a projection onto the reference
plane - both rotate clockwise, in another both will rotate
counterclockwise, and in another one will rotate clock-
wise and the other one counterclockwise. Depending on
the suspension of the passive element, i.e. rotary orlinear
or combined rotary-linear, the passive element will move
accordingly.

[0052] Asopposed tothe prior art, the passive element
4 is pressed against the active element 1 such that con-
tactforces arising atthe contactregions 31,32 are normal
to areference plane 28. Thereference plane 28 is parallel
to the resonator 2.

[0053] In the embodiment of Figure 1, the passive el-
ement 4 is pressed towards the active element 1 with a
force Fp normal to the reference plane 28. The resulting
forces arising at the contact regions 31, 32 arise at con-
tact edges, where the contact regions 31, 32 contact a
section of a contact body 43 passive element 4 where
the diameter of the passive element 4 increases from a
smaller diameter dr to a larger diameter Dr, and thus the
contact body 43 can exert a force against the contact
regions 31, 32 in adirection normal to the reference plane
28 and parallel to the rotary movement axis 25, which
also is an axis of symmetry of the passive element 4.
This force corresponds to components Fnz of contact
forces Fn acting between the contact regions 31, 32 and
the first contact area 41 and second contact area 42.
These forces Fn are directed at an angle a to the refer-
ence plane 28.

[0054] A diameter Dm corresponding to a distance be-
tween the contact regions 31, 32 lies within these two
diameters dr, Dr. Typically therefore only the contact
edges, shown in more detail in Figure 5, come into con-
tact with the passive element 4, and not the parts of the
surface of the resonator 2 that are normal to the resonator
plane.

[0055] Figure 2 shows a drive unit with a pre-stress
element 6 attached to the active element. The pre-stress
element 6 exerts the force Fp mentioned above. The con-
tact body 43 is clamped between the pre-stress element
6 andthe contactregions 31,32, thatis, the contactedges
of the contact regions 31, 32 as shown in Figure 5. The
pre-stress element 6 can be manufactured in a single
piece with the resonator 2, e.g. with the piece being bent
from a region of an attachment element 29 towards the
contact body 43. Alternatively, the pre-stress element 6
or can be attached to the resonator 2, e.g. by welding,
glueing, etc. The attachment element 29 can be used,
as in the other embodiments, to attach the resonator 2
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to a base element 5.

[0056] Figure 3 shows a drive unit with two active el-
ements, that is, an active element 1 (or first active ele-
ment 1) and afurther active element 1’, arranged to rotate
a passive element, in four different views. The two active
elements 1, 1’ are essentially of the same construction
as those of Figures 1 and 2, except that each of them
comprises only a single excitation means 23.

[0057] The further active element 1’ acts as the pre-
stress element 6 for the active element 1 and vice versa.
An attachment element 29 which in this case joins the
two active elements acts as a spring pushing the arms
of the two active elements towards one another. This
also is the case for the embodiment of Figure 4.

[0058] The contact body 43 and a cylindrical link 44
are, seen in the reference plane 28, held between the
arms of the two active elements 1, 1’. Thereby, movement
of the passive element4 is constrained to a rotation about
its rotary movement axis 25, substantially normal to the
reference plane 28 of the two active elements 1,1’ that
is, their respective resonators 2.

[0059] The two active elements 1,1’ can be manufac-
tured with their resonators 2 made from the same piece
of material in one piece. In particular, they can be man-
ufactured from the same piece of sheet material, such
as a piece of sheet metal. This also is the case for the
embodiment of Figure 4.

[0060] The two excitation means 23 can be driven by
the same voltage signal with the same excitation frequen-
cy, or at different frequencies.

[0061] Figure 4 shows a drive unit with two active el-
ements, that is, an active element 1 (or first active ele-
ment 1) and afurther active element 1’, arranged to rotate
and/or linearly displace the passive element, in three dif-
ferent views. The construction is similar to that of the
embodiment of Figure 3, except for the orientation of the
passive element 4: The passive element 4 is cylindrical,
with a rotary-linear movement axis 25’, and is held be-
tween the arms of the two active elements 1, 1’ and in
an opening formed in the attachment element 29 joining
the two active elements 1, 1. Movement of the passive
element 4 is constrained to a rotation about rotary-linear
movement axis 25, substantially parallel to the reference
planes 28 of the two active elements 1, 1’, orto a bisecting
plane of these two reference planes 28.

[0062] Figure5shows across section showing contact
edges in more detail, with a passive element 4 in contact
with edges at the same side of the active element 1. The
cross section corresponds to the embodiment of Figure
2. The diameter of the link 44 is shown to be clearly small-
er than an inner diameter defined by the contact regions
31, 32. This gives the rotary axis 25 of the passive ele-
ment a certain freedom of movement, which allows for
the rotary movement axis 25 to be not parallel to a virtual
axis going through the diameter determined by the diam-
eter of the contact regions 31, 32. In other words, the
axis 25 must not necessarily be normal to the reference
plane 28 of the active element. In other embodiments,
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the diameter of the link 44 can be only slightly smaller
than the inner diameter between the contact regions 31,
32, in order to guide and stabilise the rotary movement
axis 25. The situation regarding the edges is the same
in the embodiments having two active elements 1, 1’,
with the further active element 1’ mirroring the (first) ac-
tive element 1. The resonator 2 has an first surface 11
and a second 12 parallel to one another and to the ref-
erence plane 28. Each of the first arm 21 and second
arm 22 has a respective first contact element 31 and
second contact element 32 at its end, facing the passive
element 4. Where the first contact element 31 is adjacent
to the first and second surface 11, 12, it comprises a first
contact edge of the first arm 311 and second contact
edge of the first arm 312, respectively. In the same way,
the second contact element 32 comprises a first contact
edge of the second arm 321 and second contact edge
of the second arm 322. Because of the variation of diam-
eter in the contact body 43, only the second contact edge
of the first arm 312 and the second contact edge of the
second arm 322 are in contact with the contact body 43.
This defines corresponding first contact areas 41 and
second contact areas 42 on the contact body 43. As al-
ready explained, the variation in diameter of the contact
body 43 allows the passive element 4 to be pushed
against the active element 1, by means of the pre-stress
element 6, giving rise to contact forces normal to the ref-
erence plane 28. The force exerted by the pre-stress el-
ement 6 is shown by a block arrow.

[0063] Figure 6 showsacross sectionshowing contact
edges in more detail, with a passive element 4 in contact
with edges at the opposite side of the active element 1.
The situation with regard to the active element 1 is the
same as in Figure 5. The passive element 4 comprises
a contact body 43 in the shape of a plate, inclined with
regard to the reference plane 28 and arranged to contact
the second contact edge of the first arm 312 and the first
contact edge of the second arm 321, thatis, contact edg-
es at opposite sides of the resonator 2 (relative to the
reference plane 28). The forces at the contact edges are
induced by a torque acting on the contact body 43, shown
by a block arrow. This torque in turn is generated by a
force, also shown as a block arrow, acting on a link 44
joining the contact body 43 to a driven part 53, not shown.
The link 44 extends in a direction substantially normal to
the resonator axis 24. The link 44 itself can be resilient,
thereby acting as the pre-stress element 6. For this, the
link 44 can be elastically bent around the resonator axis
24. A linear joint 52 between the driven part 53 and a
base element 5 carrying the active element 1 defines a
linear movement axis 26. This linear movement axis 26
is substantially parallel to the resonator axis 24 of the
active element 1. Consequently, the link 44 extends sub-
stantially normal to this linear movement axis 26.
[0064] Figures 5 and 6 both show force vectors acting
between the contact elements 31, 32 and the first contact
area 41 and second contact area 42. Only one vector Fn,
representing the force acting on the respective contact
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element 31, 32 is shown in each case for clarity, while
the opposing force acting on the contact body 43 is omit-
ted. Typically, the forces Fn are normal to the first contact
area 41 or second contact area 42, or, in three dimen-
sions, normal to a plane that is tangent to the respective
contact area. Each force vector Fn has a component Fnz
in a direction that is normal to the reference plane 28.
The angle between the force vector Fn and the reference
plane is at least 10° or at least 20° or at least 30° or at
least 40°.

[0065] In the case of the rotating contact body 43 of
Figure 5, the respective components Fnz also are in the
direction of the rotary movement axis 25. The compo-
nents Fnz of the two contact forces have the same sign.
[0066] Inthe case of the flat contact body 43 of Figure
6 contacting the arms at opposite sides, the components
Fnz of the two contact forces have the opposite sign.
Furthermore, assuming that the first contact area 41 and
second contact area 42 have parallel but opposed sur-
faces, the vectors Fn point in opposite directions.
[0067] The figures show the contact elements 31, 32
having edges with right angles. Generally, the edges of
the active element can be rounded or chamfered, in par-
ticular, they can be shaped to match the shape of the
contact body 43. This decreases the abrasive wear of
both elements.

[0068] Figure 7 shows a passive element 4 with a sus-
pension link 44 designed to be twisted. The arrangement
of the contact body 43 with respect to the active element
1, and the definition of the linear movement axis 26 can
be as in Figure 6. The difference is that the link 44 runs
substantially parallel to the resonator axis 24 and the
linear movement axis 26. The link 44 itself can be resil-
ient, thereby acting as the pre-stress element 6. For this,
the link 44 can also be elastically twisted around the res-
onator axis 24.

[0069] Figure 8 shows an application comprising two
drive units with passive elements 4 as in Figure 7. The
drive units can be arranged to move a driven part 53,
suspended to be able to move in an X and Y direction in
the plane, independently in these two directions. Corre-
sponding suspensions are disclosed in US 2017/052386
A1l

[0070] Figure 9 shows, in a highly schematic manner,
a possible kinematic arrangement representing the dif-
ferent embodiments, except for the one in which the pre-
stress element 6 is connected to the resonator 2. The
active element 1 (or two combined active elements) is
attached by means of the suspension or mounting or at-
tachment element 29 to a base element 5. The driven
part 53 is joined to the base element 5 via a rotary joint
51 or linear joint 52 or a rotary-linear joint. The passive
element 4 is resiliently mounted with respect to the driven
part 53. This can be with the link element 44 - that holds
the contact body 43 of the passive element 4 - being itself
resilient, or with an additional resilient element that con-
nects the link 44 to the driven part 53. The pre-stress
force or torque between the passive element 4 and active
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element 1 is exerted via the kinematic chain. The pre-
stress element 6, that is the element that provides the
pre-stress force or torque, can be implemented by either
the attachment 29, or the link 44, or both in combination.
[0071] Figure 10 shows an active element 1 with a
bearing element 7. The bearing element 7 is shaped as
part of the resonator 2. It provides an additional (third)
contact between the active element 1 and the passive
element 4, that is, in addition to the two contact elements
31, 32 on the arms 21, 22. Contact is made at a third
contact area 45 of the contact body 43. Thereby the bear-
ing element 7 stabilises the passive element 4 relative
to the active element 1. This allows to place the contact
elements 31, 32 further apart from each other and in-
crease the diameter of the contact body 43. This in turn
causes driving forces between the contact elements 31,
32 and the contact body 43 to effect a larger torque for
rotating the contact body 43 around the rotary movement
axis 25. Consequently, the drive unit can create a larger
torque than adrive with essentially the same overall phys-
ical dimensions but without a bearing element 7.

[0072] While the invention has been described in
present embodiments, it is distinctly understood that the
invention is not limited thereto, but may be otherwise var-
iously embodied and practised within the scope of the
claims.

Claims

1. Adrive unit for driving a passive element (4) relative
to an active element (1), wherein the active element
(1) comprises
a resonator (2) and at least one excitation means
(23) for exciting oscillations in the resonator (2),
the resonator (2) comprising at least two arms (21,
22) extending from a connection region (20) of the
resonator (2) at the same side of the connection re-
gion (20),
the resonator (2) and the arms (21, 22) extending in
parallel to a reference plane (28),
each of the arms (21, 22) comprising, at an outer
end of the arm, a contact element (31, 32),
the contact elements (31, 32) being movable by way
of oscillating movements of the arms (21, 22),
the passive element (4) being arranged to be driven
and moved relative to the active element (1) by way
of these oscillating movements;
the passive element (4) comprises contact areas (41,
42), each contact area (41, 42) being arranged to be
in contact with a respective one of the contact ele-
ments (31, 32);
characterised in that
a pre-stress element (6) is arranged to exert a rela-
tive force between the active element (1) and passive
element (4), whereby each contact area (41, 42) is
pressed against the respective contact element (31,
32) with a pre-stress force (Fn) that has a component
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10.

(Fnz) that is normal to the reference plane (28).

The drive unit of claim 1, wherein the resonator (2)
comprises a first surface and an opposed second
surface, both parallel to the reference plane (28),
and the first contact area (41) and second contact
area (42) are arranged to come into contact only with
contact edges (311, 312, 321, 322) of the contact
regions (31, 32), the contact edges (311, 312, 321,
322) being located where the contact regions (31,
32), are adjacent to the first and second surface,
respectively.

The drive unit of one of claims 1 or 2, wherein the
pre-stress element (6) is attached to the resonator
(2), in particular by being shaped as a single part
with the resonator (2), and arranged to press against
the passive element (4) in a direction normal to the
reference plane (28).

The drive unit of one of claims 1 or 2, wherein the
pre-stress element (6) is formed by a further active
element (1°), in particular in a mirror-symmetric ar-
rangement with the active element (1).

The drive unit of claim 4, wherein the resonators (2)
of the further active element (1’) and the active ele-
ment (1) are manufactured in one piece.

The drive unit of one of claims 1 or 2, wherein the
pre-stress element (6) is part of a suspension of the
active element (1), or part of a suspension of the
passive element (4), or part of both.

The drive unit of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the passive element (4) is arranged to rotate around
a rotary movement axis (25), the rotary movement
axis (25) being normal to the reference plane (28)

The drive unit of claim 7, wherein the components
(Fnz) normal to the reference plane (28) of the pre-
stress force acting between thefirst contactarea (41)
and the first contact element (31) and of the pre-
stress force acting between the second contact area
(42) and the second contact element (32) are in the
same direction.

The drive unit of one of claims (7) or 8, wherein the
contact body (43) is rotationally symmetric with re-
spectto arotary movement axis (25), with a diameter
that varies along this axis (25), and the first contact
area (41) and second contact area (42) are located
at a region along the axis (25) where the diameter
increases.

The drive unit of one of claims 7 to 9, dependent on
claim 4 or 5, wherein the contact body (43) when
considered along the rotary movement axis (25)
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comprises afirst section where the diameterincreas-
es and which is in contact with the arms of the active
element (1), and a second section where the diam-
eter decreases and which is in contact with the arms
of the further active element (1°).

The drive unit of claim 4 or 5, wherein the passive
element (4) is arranged to rotate around a rotary-
linear movement axis (25’), the rotary-linear move-
ment axis (25’) being essentially parallel to the res-
onator axis (24), and lying in the plane of symmetry
of the mirror-symmetric arrangement of the two ac-
tive elements (1, 1°).

The drive unit of one of claims (1) to (6), wherein the
passive element (4) is arranged to translate along a
linear movement axis (26), the linear movement axis
(26) being parallel to the reference plane (28), and
in particular also parallel to the resonator axis (24).

The drive unit of claim 12, wherein the pre-stress
force acting between the first contact area (41) and
the first contact element (31) and the pre-stress force
acting between the second contact area (42) and the
second contact element (32) are parallel and in op-
posite directions.

The drive unit of claim 12 or 13, wherein the pre-
stress force effects a bending of a link (44) that ex-
tends in a direction normal to the resonator axis (24).

The drive unit of claim 12 or 13, wherein the pre-
stress force effects a twisting of a link (44) that ex-
tends in parallel to the resonator axis (24).

A drive unit, preferably according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, for driving a passive element (4) rel-
ative to an active element (1), wherein the active
element (1) comprises

a resonator (2) and at least one excitation means
(23) for exciting oscillations in the resonator (2),
the resonator (2) comprising at least two arms (21,
22) extending from a connection region (20) of the
resonator (2) at the same side of the connection re-
gion (20),

the resonator (2) and the arms (21, 22) extending in
parallel to a reference plane (28),

each of the arms (21, 22) comprising, at an outer
end of the arm, a contact element (31, 32),

the contact elements (31, 32) being movable by way
of oscillating movements of the arms (21, 22),

the passive element (4) being arranged to be driven
and moved relative to the active element (1) by way
of these oscillating movements;

the passive element (4) comprises contact areas (41,
42), each contact area (41, 42) being arranged to be
in contact with a respective one of the contact ele-
ments (31, 32);
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characterised in that

the resonator (2) comprises a bearing element (7)
arranged to contact the contact body (43) at a third
contact area (45).
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1. claims: 1-15

Drive unit comprising a resonator and oscillation excitation
means, the resonator comprising at least two arms extending
in parallel to a reference plane, each arm comprising a
contact element at its end which is in contact with a
respective contact area of a passive element which is moved
relative to the active element by oscillation of the arms,
characterised by a pre-stress element exerting a force
between the active element and passive element that has a
component normal to the reference plane

2. claim: 16

Drive unit comprising a resonator and oscillation excitation
means, the resonator comprising at least two arms extending
in parallel to a reference plane, each arm comprising a
contact element at its end which is in contact with a
respective contact area of a passive element which is moved
relative to the active element by oscillation of the arms,
characterised in that the resonator comprises a bearing
element to contact a contact body (of the passive element)
at a third contact area
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