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(54) TOY TOP

(57) A toy top includes a shaft portion, an additional
part and an engaging part. The shaft portion includes a
spinning shaft. The additional part is attached to the shaft
portion movably in an axis direction of the spinning shaft.
The engaging part engages the additional part with the
shaft portion at different positions in the axis direction of

the spinning shaft. An attachment position of the addi-
tional part is changeable by changing engagement of the
additional part by the engaging part. A grounding state
or a height of the shaft portion is changeable according
to change of the attachment position of the additional
part.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a toy top.

2. Description of Related Art

[0002] A battle game using toy tops that has been
known in the art involves forcing toy tops to collide with
each other so that a resultant impact force stops the spin-
ning of an opponent toy top or knocks out or disassem-
bles the opponent toy top (e.g. see Japanese Utility Mod-
el No. 3149384, etc.).
[0003] Such toy tops include a body and a shaft portion,
and hooks of the shaft portion are engaged with hooks
of the body when the shaft portion is turned relative to
the body in a certain direction.
[0004] When an own toy top collides with an opponent
toy top, spinning of the body is temporality stopped while
the shaft portion remains spinning. This causes relative
rotation of the shaft portion and the body in mutually op-
posite directions to release the engagement between the
hooks of the shaft portion and the hooks of the body. As
a result, the shaft portion and the body are detached from
each other, and the toy top is thus disassembled.
[0005] It has been desired to devise such toy tops so
that a user can change the spinning characteristic of the
toy tops according to opponent toy tops and the like and
thus enjoy battle games without getting bored.
[0006] In this regard, for example, a toy top described
in Japanese Utility Model No. 3149384, which is com-
posed of a plurality of members, is adjustable in height
by changing formation of the members.
[0007] However, a problem with the toy top described
in Japanese Utility Model No. 3149384 is that it is nec-
essary to detach the parts that are fixed by screws or the
like and to assemble the toy top again every time the
user wants to change the height of a shaft portion.
[0008] This process is not only troublesome for the us-
er and but also causes problems of occasionally losing
the parts such as screws as well as difficulty in modifying
the toy top.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The present invention has been made in view
of these problems in the prior art, and an object thereof
is to provide a toy top that has a spinning characteristic
changeable by the possible simplest method and can
perform various attacks.
[0010] According to an aspect of the present invention,
a toy top includes:

a shaft portion including a spinning shaft;
an additional part attached to the shaft portion mov-

ably in an axis direction of the spinning shaft; and
an engaging part which engages the additional part
with the shaft portion at different positions in the axis
direction of the spinning shaft,
wherein an attachment position of the additional part
is changeable by changing engagement of the ad-
ditional part by the engaging part, and
wherein a grounding engagement or a height of the
shaft portion is changeable according to change of
the attachment position of the additional part.

[0011] In this configuration, the attachment position in
the axis direction of the spinning shaft of the additional
part is changeable. The enables readily changing the
manner of the spinning shaft contacting the ground, the
center of gravity of the toy top and the like so as to change
the spinning characteristic of the toy top. Therefore, it is
possible to enjoy various attacks and battle games that
are rich in variation with the same toy top.
[0012] Preferably, the additional part is detachable
from the shaft portion.
[0013] With this configuration, it is possible to provide
different additional parts so that a user can select an ad-
ditional part that is suitable for a desired spinning char-
acteristic. Therefore, it is possible to expand the variation
of modification to be made in the toy top only by exchang-
ing the additional part. A toy top that can perform various
attacks can be achieved.
[0014] Further, when the additional part is broken by
a collision with an opponent toy top or the like, it is pos-
sible to remove only the broken additional part to replace
it with a new one. Therefore, the body of the toy top can
be used for a long time.
[0015] Preferably, the additional part includes a ring to
which the spinning shaft can be inserted from an upper
side so as to allow a bottom tip of the spinning shaft to
protrude downward and which is disposed to circumfer-
entially surround at least the bottom tip of the spinning
shaft, and
the ring changes a position of surrounding the spinning
shaft according to change of the attachment position of
the additional part so as to adjust a degree of protrusion
of the bottom tip of the spinning shaft, and the ring is
configured to be able to contact the ground depending
on the degree of protrusion of the bottom tip of the spin-
ning shaft.
[0016] In this configuration, it is possible to change the
degree of protrusion of the bottom tip of the spinning shaft
only by changing the attachment position of the additional
part. Further, since the additional part includes the ring
circumferentially surrounding at least the bottom tip of
the spinning shaft, it is possible to readily switch the
grounding pattern according to the degree of protrusion
of the bottom tip of the spinning shaft between (i) the
engagement in which only the bottom tip of the spinning
shaft contacts the ground, (ii) the engagement in which
both the bottom tip of the spinning shaft and the ring
contact the ground, and (iii) the engagement in which
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only the ring contacts the ground.
[0017] Since the ground contact area changes de-
pending on the part that contacts the ground, it is possible
to change the movement (spinning action) of the toy top.
[0018] Since the spinning characteristic of the toy top
can be changed in this way, the toy top can perform var-
ious attacks on an opponent toy top.
[0019] Preferably, the additional part comprises a cov-
ering part which covers the bottom tip of the spinning
shaft from a lower side to form a new spinning shaft, and
the additional part is capable of changing a height of the
shaft portion according to change of the attachment po-
sition of the additional part.
[0020] Since the additional part includes the covering
part that constitutes a new spinning shaft, it is possible
to readily change the height of the shaft portion only by
changing the attachment position of the additional part.
[0021] Changing the height of the shaft portion can
change the center of gravity of the toy top accordingly.
Therefore, the toy top can perform various attacks on an
opponent toy top.
[0022] Preferably, the toy top further includes:

a supporting part which is movable in the axis direc-
tion of the spinning shaft integrally with the additional
part,
wherein the supporting part together with the addi-
tional part constitutes an adjusting member, and
wherein the engaging part includes:

a recess disposed in one of the shaft portion and
the adjusting member; and
a projection disposed in another of the shaft por-
tion and the adjusting member and fittable in the
recess.

[0023] In this configuration, the engaging part for
changing the attachment position of the additional part
is constituted by the recess and the projection to be fit in
the recess. The recess is disposed in one of the additional
part (or the supporting part that is movable in the axis
direction of the spinning shaft integrally with the addition-
al part) or the shaft portion, and the projection is disposed
in the other of the additional part or the shaft portion.
[0024] This configuration enables readily changing the
attachment position of the additional part only so as to
change the spinning characteristic of the toy top only by
changing the fitting position between the recess and the
projection. Therefore, everyone can enjoy battle games
that are rich in variation.
[0025] Preferably, one of the recess and the projection
is a plurality of recesses or projections that are arranged
in a circumferential direction of the spinning shaft of the
shaft portion at different positions in the axis direction,
and the other of the recess and the projection is disposed
in the adjusting member and selectively fittable in any of
the plurality of recesses or projections.
[0026] With this configuration, it is possible to change

the attachment position of the additional part only by mov-
ing the adjusting member in the circumferential direction
of the spinning shaft, and everyone can enjoy battle
games that are rich in variation.
[0027] Preferably, the additional part is in any one of
(i) a turnable engagement in which the additional part is
turnable around the spinning shaft and (ii) an engaged
engagement in which the additional part is engaged with
any of the engaging part of the shaft portion, and
the additional part includes a biasing member which bi-
ases the additional part to maintain the engaged engage-
ment.
[0028] In this configuration, the additional part can be
in the engaged engagement in which it is engaged by
the engaging part, and the biasing member maintains
the engaged engagement.
[0029] This can prevent the additional part from being
deviated from the attachment position or being released
from the engaged engagement during a game using the
toy top.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] The advantages and features provided by one
or more embodiments of the invention will become more
fully understood from the detailed description given here-
inbelow and the appended drawings which are given by
way of illustration only, and thus are not intended as a
definition of the limits of the present invention, and where-
in:

FIG. 1 illustrates how to play a toy top according to
an embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the toy top
according to the embodiment;
FIG. 3 is an exploded cross-sectional perspective
view of the toy top according to the embodiment;
FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B are exploded perspective views
of a shaft portion of the toy top according to the em-
bodiment;
FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an up-
per shaft portion of the shaft portion of the toy top
according to the embodiment, illustrating an assem-
bled engagement thereof;
FIG. 6A to FIG. 6C are perspective views of an ex-
ample of an additional part of the shaft portion of the
toy top according to the embodiment;
FIG. 6D is a perspective view of an example of an
adjusting member that is composed of the additional
part in FIG. 6A to FIG. 6C and a supporting part at-
tached thereto;
FIG. 7A to FIG. 7D are side views of a main part of
the adjusting member in FIG. 6D engaged with a
step forming member;
FIG. 8A to FIG. 8C are perspective views of a vari-
ation of the additional part of the shaft portion of the
toy top according to the embodiment;
FIG. 8D is a perspective view of an example of the
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adjusting member composed of the additional part
in FIG. 8A to FIG. 8C and the supporting part at-
tached thereto;
FIG. 9A to FIG. 9D are side views of a main part of
the adjusting member in FIG. 8D engaged with the
step forming member; and
FIG. 10 is a perspective view of an example of a
launcher for spinning the toy top of the embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0031] Hereinafter, an embodiment of the present in-
vention will be described with reference to the drawings.
Though various technical limitations which are preferable
to perform the present invention are included in the after-
mentioned embodiment, the scope of the invention is not
limited to the following embodiment and the illustrated
examples.

OVERALL CONFIGURATION

[0032] FIG. 1 illustrates how to play a toy top according
to an embodiment of the present invention, FIG. 2 is an
exploded perspective view of the toy top according to the
embodiment, and FIG. 3 is an exploded cross-sectional
perspective view of a shaft portion, a body and a per-
formance changing ring of the toy top according to the
embodiment. As used herein, the terms up-down, right-
left and front-rear refer respectively to the directions as
illustrated in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3.
[0033] The toy top 1 of this embodiment can be used
for so-called battle games. Specifically, the toy top 1 can
be used for a battle game which a player wins when an
opponent toy top 1 is disassembled as illustrated in the
right side of FIG. 1 by an impact force of a collision be-
tween the toy tops.
[0034] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the toy top 1 includes a
shaft portion 10 that constitutes a lower structure to serve
as a driver, a performance changing ring 30 and a body
40 that constitute an upper structure as a layer.

DETAILED CONFIGURATION

1. Shaft Portion 10

[0035] FIG. 4A is an exploded perspective view from
above of the shaft portion according to the embodiment,
and FIG. 4B is an exploded perspective view from below
of the shaft portion according to the embodiment.
[0036] As illustrated in FIG. 2 to FIG. 4B, the shaft por-
tion 10 includes a spinning shaft 11 at a lower end, a
flange 12 at a center part in the up-down direction, and
a cylinder 13 at an upper part.
[0037] The flange 12 and the cylinder 13 are integrally
formed with each other to constitute an upper shaft por-
tion. Screw holes (not shown) are formed in the flange
12 and the cylinder 13, and a screws 10a (see FIG. 4A
and FIG. 4B) are inserted in the screw holes of the flange

12 and the cylinder 13 so as to fix the upper shaft portion
to a lower shaft portion.
[0038] First, the configuration of the upper shaft portion
will be described.
[0039] In each of the flange 12 and the cylinder 13, two
holes 14 are mutually opposed in the right-left direction
across the axis (center axis) of the spinning shaft 11 (see
FIG. 2 and FIG. 4A).
[0040] In the cylinder 13, two protrusions15 are mutu-
ally opposed in the front-rear direction across the axis of
the spinning shaft 11. Outer faces of the protrusions 15
are flush with an outer circumferential face of the flange
12.
[0041] FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-sectional view of
the upper shaft portion, illustrating an assembled en-
gagement thereof.
[0042] As illustrated in FIG. 3 and FIG. 5, a cylindrical
pillar 16 stands inside the cylinder 13.
[0043] An upper end of the cylindrical pillar 16 is higher
than an upper end of the cylinder 13. However, the po-
sition is not particularly limited. At the upper end of the
cylindrical pillar 16, two hooks (engaging parts) 17 pro-
trude outward in the radial direction, which are mutually
opposed in the right-left direction across the axis of the
spinning shaft 11.
[0044] At a lower end of the cylindrical pillar 16 corre-
sponding to the center axis of the spinning shaft 11, a
hole 16a (see FIG. 4B) is formed. The shape of the hole
16a corresponds to the shape of a cylinder 514 of a step
forming member 51 (described later), and the cylinder
514 is inserted in the hole 16a when the lower shaft por-
tion is attached to the upper shaft portion.
[0045] At the lower end of the cylindrical pillar 16 cor-
responding to the screw holes (not shown) of the flange
12 and the cylinder 13, holes 16c are formed. The above-
described screws 10a are inserted in the screw holes
through through holes 513 of the step forming member
51 (described below) and the holes 16c so as to fix the
lower shaft portion to the upper shaft portion.
[0046] The shaft portion 10 also includes a cylindrical
pressing member 18 around the cylindrical pillar 16 and
inside the cylinder 13.
[0047] At a lower end of an outer circumference of the
pressing member 18, two legs 18c are mutually opposed
in the right-left direction across the axis of the spinning
shaft 11 as illustrated in FIG. 2 to FIG. 5. The pressing
member 18 is biased upward by a spring 20. The pressing
member 18 is disposed so that upward movement of the
legs 18c is restricted by upper edges of the holes 14. In
an ordinary engagement, the upper end of the pressing
member 18 is located slightly higher than the upper end
of the cylinder 13.
[0048] On a top upper face of the pressing member
18, two ridges (protrusions) 21 extend in the radial direc-
tion, which are mutually opposed in the front-rear direc-
tion across the spinning shaft 11.
[0049] Next, the configuration of the lower shaft portion
will be described.
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[0050] The lower shaft portion includes the spinning
shaft 11 (see FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 6D), the step
forming member 51 (see FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B) and an
adjusting member 52 (see FIG. 6D).
[0051] In the spinning shaft 11, a shaft main body 111
is disposed at an axial center. The shaft main body 111
includes a shaft tip 112 at a lower tip. The embodiment
illustrates an example in which the shaft tip 112 has a
conical shape (e.g. see FIG. 4B). However, the shaft tip
112 may have any shape such as a simple rod or a round-
ed tip.
[0052] The spinning shaft 11 further includes a flange
113 around the shaft main body 111 near the shaft tip 112.
[0053] Around a circumference of shaft main body 111,
a coil spring 110 is disposed as a biasing member.
[0054] In the embodiment, a groove 114 is formed in
an upper face of the flange 113 along the circumference
of the shaft main body 111 as illustrated in FIG. 4A. An
end of the coil spring 110 is disposed in the groove 114.
[0055] An upper part of the shaft main body 111 pen-
etrates a supporting part 53 (described later) and is fixed
on the step forming member 51. The coil spring 110 as
a biasing member is disposed between the flange 113
of the spinning shaft 11 and an upper inner face of the
supporting part 53 to bias (press) the supporting part 53
toward the step forming member 51.
[0056] The step forming member 51 includes a flat
plate part 511 that is formed approximately in a disk
shape, and an outer part 515 that is disposed along the
outer circumferential edge of the flat plate part 511.
[0057] Approximately at a center of the flat plate part
511, a through hole 517 is formed. The through hole 517
is formed in the shape that corresponds to the shape of
the upper part of the shaft main body 111 of the spinning
shaft 11. The upper part of the shaft main body 111 pen-
etrates the supporting part 53 and is press-fitted in the
through hole 517 so that the spinning shaft 11 is fixed to
the step forming member 51. The manner of fixing the
shaft main body 111 of the spinning shaft 11 to the step
forming member 51 is not limited to press-fitting. For ex-
ample, the spinning shaft may be fixed by a screw or a
bolt or by bonding.
[0058] In the flat plate part 511, two bumps 512 are
mutually opposed in the right-left direction across the
through hole 517 corresponding to the protrusions 15 of
the upper shaft portion.
[0059] In the bumps 512, through holes 513 are formed
corresponding to the screw holes of the upper shaft por-
tion, in which screws 10a are inserted.
[0060] The lower shaft portion including the step form-
ing member 51 is fixed to the upper shaft portion by the
screws 10a that are inserted in the screw holes of the
flange 12 and the cylinder 13 through the through hole
513.
[0061] On an upper face of the flat plate part 511, a
cylinder 514 protrudes upward corresponding to the
through hole 517. As described above, the cylinder 514
is fitted in the hole 16a of the cylindrical pillar 16 when

the lower shaft portion is attached to the upper shaft por-
tion.
[0062] The outer part 515 of the step forming member
51 projects both upward and downward from the flat plate
part 511. At the lower projection of the outer part 515, an
engaging part is disposed to engage the additional part
54 (described later) with the spinning shaft 11 at different
positions in the axis direction.
[0063] In the embodiment, the engaging part are con-
stituted by a plurality of recesses 516 (recesses 516a,
516b, 516c in FIG. 7) with different depths in the axis
direction of the spinning shaft 11. The recesses 516a,
516b, 516c are arranged around the axis of the spinning
shaft 11.
[0064] As described later, the recesses 516 (recesses
516a, 516b, 516c) as the engaging part engage with the
additional part 54 (in the embodiment, projections 534 of
a supporting part 53 that is movable in the axis direction
of the spinning shaft 11 integrally with the additional part
54 and that together with the adjusting member 52 con-
stitutes the additional part 54). Each of the recesses 516
has a width capable of engaging with the projections 534.
[0065] In the embodiment, two projections 534 are ap-
proximately mutually opposed across the axis of the spin-
ning shaft 11, and each pair of recesses 516a, 516b,
516c are approximately mutually opposed across the ax-
is of the spinning shaft 11 corresponding to the two pro-
jections 534.
[0066] In the embodiment, the projection 534 of the
supporting part 53 is engaged with any pair of the recess-
es 516 (recesses 516a, 516b, 516c in FIG. 7) so that the
attachment position in the axis direction of the additional
part 54 is changeable.
[0067] In the illustrated example, the recesses 516a
are the deepest in the axis direction of the spinning shaft
11, the recesses 516c are the shallowest in the axis di-
rection of the spinning shaft 11, and the recesses 516b
have an intermediate depth between the recesses 516a
and the recesses 516c.
[0068] The shape, the depth in the axis direction of the
spinning shaft 11, the number, the position and the like
of the recesses 516 in the embodiment are merely an
example and may be suitably changed. The step forming
member 51 may have any number (step) of recesses
with any shape that are located within the engageable
range of the projections 534 of the supporting part 53.
[0069] In the embodiment, the adjusting member 52
includes the additional part and the supporting part 53
that is movable in the axis direction of the spinning shaft
11 integrally with the additional part.
[0070] It is preferred that the additional part is detach-
able from the shaft portion 10.
[0071] When the additional part is detachable, it is pre-
ferred that different types of exchangeable additional
parts are provided so that the user can freely choose one
to be attached to the shaft portion 10.
[0072] As described later, the attachment position in
the axis direction of the spinning shaft 11 (attachment
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position in the height direction of the shaft portion 10) of
the additional part of the embodiment can be readily
changed only by turning it around the axis without de-
taching it from the shaft portion 10. Since the grounding
engagement and the height of the shaft portion 10 are
changeable according to change of the attachment po-
sition of the additional part, it is possible to readily make
various modifications of the toy top. When different de-
tachable additional parts are provided so that the addi-
tional part is suitably exchangeable, it is possible to make
a wider variety of modifications of the toy top 1.
[0073] The embodiment is an example in which two
different additional parts, an additional part 54 in FIG. 6A
to FIG. 6D and an additional part 57 in FIG. 8A to FIG.
8D are provided, which are detachable from the shaft
portion 10 and exchangeable from each other.
[0074] In the embodiment, the additional part 54 and
the additional part 57 are different from each other only
in their lower ends, and FIG. 2, FIG. 3, FIG. 4A and FIG.
4B illustrate only an example in which the additional part
54 is attached to the shaft portion 10.
[0075] It is not essential in the embodiment that the
additional part is detachable from the shaft portion 10.
Further, even when the additional part is detachable, it
is not essential that exchangeable different additional
parts are provided. For example, only one of the addi-
tional parts 54, 57 may be provided. When the additional
part 54 or 57 is broken by repetitive use in games or the
like, the broken additional part 54 or 57 may be detached
and replaced with a new additional part 54 or 57 of the
same type.
[0076] In the embodiment, the additional part 54 is con-
figured such that the spinning shaft 11 can be inserted
from the upper side, and the shaft tip 112 of the spinning
shaft 11 can stick out downward. Further, the additional
part 54 includes a ring 541 which is disposed to circum-
ferentially surround at least the shaft tip 112 of the spin-
ning shaft 11. The position of the ring 541 surrounding
the spinning shaft 11 is changed according to change of
the attachment position of the additional part 54. The
projected length of the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft
11 is thus adjustable, and the ring 541 can contact the
ground depending on the degree of projection of the shaft
tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11.
[0077] The configuration of the additional part 54 will
be described in detail referring to FIG. 6A to FIG. 6D.
[0078] FIG. 6A is a perspective view from obliquely
side of the additional part, FIG. 6B is a perspective view
from obliquely above of the additional part, and FIG. 6C
is a perspective view from obliquely below of the addi-
tional part. Further, FIG. 6D is a perspective view from
obliquely above of the adjusting member that is com-
posed of the additional part of FIG. 6A to FIG. 6C and
the supporting part attached thereto.
[0079] As illustrated in FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 6A
to FIG. 6C, the additional part 54 is formed in an approx-
imately bowl or inverted conical overall shape. The ad-
ditional part 54 is configured such that the spinning shaft

11 can be inserted from the upper side, and the shaft tip
112 or a bottom tip of the spinning shaft 11 can stick out
downward.
[0080] Specifically, the ring 541 is disposed at a lower
end of the additional part 54 to circumferentially surround
at least the shaft tip 112 or the bottom tip of the spinning
shaft 11. At a center of the ring 541, a through hole 542
is formed so that the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft
11 can be projected through the through hole 542.
[0081] As described above, the outer diameter of the
flange 113 of the spinning shaft 11 is larger than the inner
diameter of the through hole 542. Since the flange 113
cannot go through the through hole 542, the spinning
shaft 11 is held inside the ring 541 so as not to come off
from the additional part 54.
[0082] The position of the ring 541 surrounding the
spinning shaft 11 is changed according to change of the
attachment position of the additional part 54, which
makes the degree of projection of the shaft tip 112 of the
spinning shaft 11 adjustable. Further, the ring 541 can
contact the ground depending on the degree of projection
of the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11.
[0083] That is, as the attachment position of the addi-
tional part 54 ascends relative to the spinning shaft 11,
the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 projects accord-
ingly from the through hole 542 (e.g. see FIG. 7A and
FIG. 7C). On the contrary, as the attachment position of
the additional part 54 to the spinning shaft 11 descends
relative to the spinning shaft 11, the position of the ring
541 surrounding the spinning shaft 11 descends (toward
a bottom tip of the spinning shaft 11) accordingly. When
a lower end of the ring 541 becomes equal to or lower
than the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 (e.g. see
FIG. 7D), the ring 541 contacts the ground as well as or
instead of the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11.
[0084] FIG. 6A and the like illustrate an example in
which the ring 541 is formed in a tapered shape in a side
view, having an outer diameter that decreases toward
the bottom tip of the shaft portion 10. However, the shape
of the ring 541 is not limited to the illustrated example.
By changing the outer shape of the ring 541, it is possible
to change the action of the toy top 1 when the ring 541
contacts the ground.
[0085] On a bottom of the additional part 54, a plurality
of engaging holes 543 surrounds the ring 541.
[0086] The engaging holes 543 receive and engage
with engaging legs 533 (described later) of the supporting
part 53 when the shaft portion 10 is assembled. In the
embodiment, four engaging holes 543 are formed at sub-
stantially the same intervals so as to be at substantially
the same distance in the front, rear, left and right direc-
tions from ring 541 in accordance with the number and
position of the engaging legs 533 of the supporting part
53.
[0087] In the engaging holes 543, steps 543a are
formed. When the engaging legs 533 are inserted in the
supporting part 53, hooks 533a at tips of the engaging
legs 533 engage with the steps 543a.
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[0088] When the engaging legs 533 of the supporting
part 53 are inserted in the engaging holes 543 so that
the hooks 533a engage with the steps 543a, the addi-
tional part 54 and the supporting part 53 engages and
integrates with each other to form the adjusting member
52.
[0089] The shape, number, position and the like of the
engaging holes 543 correspond to those of the engaging
legs 533 of the supporting part 53 but are not limited to
the illustrated example.
[0090] In a bottom of the additional part 54, a plurality
of engaging holes 544 are formed at a different position
from the engaging holes 543. In the embodiment, two
engaging holes 544 are approximately mutually opposed
across the ring 541.
[0091] In the embodiment, the engagement between
the additional part 54 and the supporting part 53 is re-
leased by inserting nails or jigs into the engaging holes
544 and pulling the additional part 54 downward. The
additional part 54 can thus be detached from the shaft
portion 10.
[0092] The shape, number, position and the like of the
engaging holes 544 are not limited to the illustrated ex-
ample.
[0093] The method of detaching the additional part 54
by releasing the engagement between the additional part
54 and the supporting part 53 is not limited to the above-
described example, and other jigs and methods may be
used instead.
[0094] On the upper face of the additional part 54 of
the embodiment, protrusions 545 are formed corre-
sponding to recesses 535 (described later) of the sup-
porting part 53.
[0095] The embodiment illustrates an example in
which two protrusions 545 are approximately mutually
opposed across the axis of the spinning shaft 11. How-
ever, the shape, number, position and the like of the pro-
trusions 545 are not limited to the illustrated example.
[0096] Next, the configuration of the additional part 57
will be described in detail referring to FIG. 8A to FIG. 8D.
Unlike FIG. 6D, the spinning shaft 11 is not shown in FIG.
8D.
[0097] FIG. 8A is a perspective view from obliquely
side of the additional part, FIG. 8B is a perspective view
from obliquely above of the additional part, and FIG. 8C
is a perspective view from obliquely below of the addi-
tional part. Further, FIG. 8D is a perspective view from
obliquely above of the adjusting member that is com-
posed of the additional part in FIG. 8A to FIG. 8C and
the supporting part attached thereto.
[0098] As illustrated in FIG. 8A to FIG. 8C, the addi-
tional part 57 is formed in a bowl or inverted conical over-
all shape as with the additional part 54, and the spinning
shaft 11 can be inserted therein from the upper side.
[0099] Different from the additional part 54, the addi-
tional part 57 includes a covering part 571 at a lower end,
which covers the shaft tip 112 or the bottom tip of the
spinning shaft 11 from the lower side to form a new spin-

ning shaft. The shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 is
disposed inside the covering part 571 and is not exposed
to the outside.
[0100] In the covering part 571, a recess 572 is formed
to receive the shaft tip 112 (see FIG. 8B).
[0101] The additional part 57 changes the height of the
shaft portion 10 according to change of the attachment
position thereof.
[0102] That is, when the additional part 57 is at the
highest attachment position to the spinning shaft 11, an
inner face of the covering part 571 (i.e. an inner face of
the recess 572) is completely or almost in contact with
the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11, and the covering
part 571 and the shaft tip 112 are approximately at the
same height (e.g. see FIG. 9A). As the attachment posi-
tion of the additional part 57 to the spinning shaft 11 de-
scends, the inner face of the covering part 571 (inner
face of the recess 572) separates away from the shaft
tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 so that the length in the
axis direction of the shaft portion 10 increases (see FIG.
9D). In this way, the overall height of the toy top 1 is
greater when the outer face of the covering part 571 of
the additional part 57 is in contact with the ground than
when the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 is in contact
with the ground. This allows changing the center of grav-
ity of the toy top 1 and thereby changing the action of the
toy top 1.
[0103] FIG. 8A, FIG. 8C and the like illustrate an ex-
ample in which the covering part 571 has a tapered shape
in a side view, having an outer diameter that decreases
toward the bottom tip of the shaft portion 10. However,
the shape of the covering part 571 is not limited to the
illustrated example. By changing the outer shape of the
covering part 571, it is possible to change the action of
the toy top 1 when the covering part 571 contacts the
ground.
[0104] Since the other configuration of the additional
part 57 is the same as that of the additional part 54, the
same reference signs are denoted to the same parts, and
the description thereof is omitted.
[0105] The supporting part 53 includes an approxi-
mately disk-shaped flat plate part 531, and a through hole
532 through which the spinning shaft 11 is inserted is
formed approximately at a center of the flat plate part
531. The supporting part 53 is disposed on the additional
part 54 such that an upper part of the shaft main body
111 of the spinning shaft 11 projects upward from the
through hole 532, and the flange 113 of the spinning shaft
11 is intervened between the additional part 54 and the
supporting part 53.
[0106] As described above, the supporting part 53 is
biased (pressed) upward (i.e. against the upper shaft por-
tion and the step forming member 51 fixed thereto) by
the coil spring 110 that is disposed around the spinning
shaft 11.
[0107] In the circumferential face of the flat plate part
531 of the supporting part 53, two recesses 535 are ap-
proximately mutually opposed across the axis of the spin-
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ning shaft 11. The above-described protrusions 545 on
the upper face of the additional part 54 are fitted in the
recesses 535. This prevents the supporting part 53 and
the additional part 54 from moving relative to each other
in the spinning direction (circumferential direction of the
spinning axis).
[0108] The shape, number, position and the like of the
recesses 535 correspond to the protrusions 545 of the
additional part 54 but are not limited to the illustrated
example.
[0109] At a lower end of the flat plate part 531 of the
supporting part 53, the four engaging legs 533 stand ver-
tically downward.
[0110] The engaging legs 533 are disposed corre-
sponding to the engaging holes 543 to engage with the
above-descried engaging holes 543 of the additional
part.
[0111] The engaging legs 533, which are rather elastic,
include respective hooks 533a that protrude toward the
axis (center axis).
[0112] To assemble the toy top 1, the engaging legs
533 are inserted into the engaging holes 543 of the ad-
ditional part 54 to engage the hooks 533a with the steps
543a of the additional part 54. The engaging legs 533
thus hold the additional part 54 from four directions. As
a result, the additional part 54 and the supporting part 53
are engaged with each other to work integrally.
[0113] The shape, number, position and the like of the
engaging legs 533 correspond to those of the engaging
holes 543 of the additional part 54 but are not limited to
the illustrated example.
[0114] On an upper face of the flat plate part 531 of
the supporting part 53, projections 534 are provided as
an engaging part that can fit in the recesses 516 (recess-
es 516a, 516b, 516c) of the shaft portion 10 (step forming
member 51 in the embodiment).
[0115] In the embodiment, each pair of recesses 516
(recesses 516a, 516b, 516c) are approximately mutually
opposed across the axis of the spinning shaft 11 as de-
scribed above. Corresponding to a pair of recesses 516a,
516b or 516c, two projections 534 are mutually opposed
across the axis of the spinning shaft 11.
[0116] The shape, number, position and the like of the
projections 534 correspond to the recesses 516a, 516b,
516c but are not limited to the illustrated example. For
example, the recesses 516 (recesses 516a, 516b, 516c)
may not be disposed as a pair that is mutually opposed
across the axis of the spinning shaft 11. When a recess
516 (recesses 516a, 516b, 516c) is disposed at either
side in the circumference of the step forming member
51, the projection 534 is also disposed only at the same
side in the circumference of the supporting part 53.

2. Performance Changing Ring 30

[0117] In the embodiment, the performance changing
ring 30 is constituted by a flywheel. The performance
changing ring 30 has a plate shape. On a bottom face of

the performance changing ring 30, an annular step 31 is
formed as illustrated in FIG. 3 so that the flange 12 of the
shaft portion 10 can be received therein from the lower
side. On an upper face of the performance changing ring
30, two upward protrusions 32 are mutually opposed in
the right-left direction across the axis of the spinning shaft
11 as illustrated in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3. In lower parts of
the protrusions 32, recesses 33 are formed so that the
protrusions 15 of the shaft portion 10 can be received
therein from the lower side. On the upper face of the
performance changing ring 30, tongues 34 extend up-
ward along an outer side of the respective protrusions
32. The tongues 34 protrude higher than the protrusions
32. Instead of or integrally with the flywheel, the perform-
ance changing ring 30 may include a protrusion for at-
tacking an opponent toy top 1 or a recess for averting an
attack from an opponent toy top 1 on an outer circumfer-
ential face.

3. Body 40

[0118] The body 40 has a disk shape. As illustrated in
FIG. 2, the body 40 includes a base 400 and a transparent
cover 401 which has approximately the same shape as
the base 400 in a plan view and to cover the body 400.
[0119] On an outer circumference of the body 40, an
uneven portion 40a is formed. Further, at a center of the
base 400, a round hole 41 is formed. The transparent
cover 401 covers the base 400 except for the round hole
41 and arc slits 46 (described later). On a bottom face of
the body 40, an annular recess 42 is formed so that the
protrusions 32 of the performance changing ring 30 can
be received therein.
[0120] At a lower end of an inner circumferential face
of an inner circumferential wall 43a that defines the an-
nular recess 42, two hooks (engaging parts) 44 protrude
inward in the radial direction, which are mutually opposed
in the front-rear direction across the axis of the spinning
shaft 11.
[0121] In a middle in the up-down direction of the inner
circumferential face of the inner circumferential wall 43a,
two protrusions 47 protrude inward in the radial direction,
which are mutually opposed in the right-left direction
across the axis of the spinning shaft 11.
[0122] On a lower end face of the inner circumferential
wall 43a, two uneven portions 45 are mutually opposed
in the right-left direction across the axis of the spinning
shaft 11 in which ridges are successively formed to mesh
with the ribs 21.
[0123] On a top wall 43b that define the annular recess
42 of the body 40, arc slits 46 are formed so that the
tongues 34 of the performance changing ring 30 can be
inserted therein from the lower side. The arc slits 46 have
a length that allows the tongues 34 to move sufficiently.

4. Identifier 60

[0124] An identifier 60 is attached in the round hole 41.
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The identifier 60 is used to identify the toy top 1 or the
player thereof.
[0125] To achieve the identification, identifiers 60 with
different patterns and/or colors are provided in the em-
bodiment, and the player selects one identifier 60 there-
from and attach it to the round hole 41 with grooves 60a
and the protrusions 47 that serve as screw threads.

ASSEMBLING METHOD

[0126] Next, the assembling method of the toy top 1
will be described. The shaft portion 10 has been already
assembled. Further, the identifier 60 has been already
attached in the round hole 41.
[0127] First, the shaft portion 10 is fitted in the perform-
ance changing ring 30 such that the protrusions 15 of the
shaft portion 10 mate with the recesses 33 of the per-
formance changing ring 30. Subsequently, the assembly
is brought toward the body 40 from the lower side. In this
step, the tongues 34 of the performance changing ring
30 of the assembly are aligned with predetermined ends
of the arc slits 46 of the body 40 (see FIG. 3). In this
engagement, the hooks 17 of the shaft portion 10 do not
overlap the hooks 44 of the body 40 in the up-down di-
rection. This engagement is referred to as an engage-
ment releasable engagement. Thereafter, the shaft por-
tion 10 of the assembly is pushed toward the body 40.
Then the performance changing ring 30 firstly abuts the
bottom face of the body 40. Then, the spring 20 is com-
pressed, and the hooks 17 of the shaft portion 10 are
relatively pushed up higher than the hooks 44 of the body
40. Subsequently, the shaft portion 10 together with the
performance changing ring 30 is turned relative to the
body 40 until the tongues 34 reach the other ends oppo-
site to the predetermined ends. This is a relative turn of
the body 40 and the performance changing ring 30 with
respect to the shaft portion 10. Then, the hooks 17 of the
shaft portion 10 are vertically aligned with the hooks 44
of the body 40 as illustrated in FIG. 5. When the hand is
removed from the shaft portion 10, the lower face of the
hooks 17 of the shaft portion 10 abuts the upper face of
the hooks 44 of the body 40 by the action of the biasing
force of the spring 20.
[0128] This engagement, in which the bottom faces of
the hooks 17 of the shaft portion 10 are in contact with
the upper faces of the hooks 44 of the body 40, is referred
to as an engaged engagement. In this way, the shaft
portion 10 is coupled with the performance changing ring
30 and the body 40. The toy top 1 is thus assembled.

HOW TO CHANGE SPINNING CHARACTERISTIC

[0129] Next, a method to change the spinning charac-
teristic when the additional part 54 is attached to the shaft
portion 10 will be described referring to FIG. 7A to FIG.
7D.
[0130] When the projections 534 of the supporting part
53 are engaged with any pair of recesses 516 (e.g. re-

cesses 516a), the supporting part 53 is biased upward
by the coil spring 110 so that the projections 534 remain
being fit in the recesses 516 and do not move in an or-
dinary engagement.
[0131] As described above, the recesses 516a are the
deepest in the axis direction of the spinning shaft 11 in
the embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 7A, when the pro-
jections 534 of the supporting part 53 are engaged with
the recesses 516a, the additional part 54 is at the highest
attachment position in the axis direction, and the shaft
tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 protrudes the most from
the hole 542 of the ring 541.
[0132] In this engagement, only the shaft tip 112 of the
spinning shaft 11 contacts the ground when the toy top
1 spins vertically or almost vertically with respect to the
ground surface. Only when the toy top 1 is largely inclined
with respect to the ground surface, the ring 541 contacts
the ground along with or instead of the shaft tip 112.
[0133] A user who wants to change the spinning char-
acteristic of the toy top 1 temporarily pulls the adjusting
member 52 downward (the direction indicated by the out-
lined arrow in FIG 7B) as illustrated in FIG. 7B. Then,
while pulling the adjusting member 52 down to the height
at which the projections 534 can cross over the bumps
518 (518a) defining the recesses 516a, he/she turns the
adjusting member 52 around the axis (to the right in FIG.
7A to FIG. 7D in the embodiment).
[0134] When the user releases his/her hand from the
adjusting member 52 after he/she turns the adjusting
member 52 until the projections 534 cross over the
bumps 518 (518a) of the recesses 516a to reach another
pair of recesses 516 (e.g. the recesses 516b next to the
recesses 516a at the right in FIG. 7A to FIG. 7D), the
adjusting member 52 including the supporting part 53 is
pushed up by the biasing force (pushing force) of the coil
spring 110 so that the projections 534 fit in the recesses
516b as illustrated in FIG. 7C.
[0135] When the protrusions 534 of the supporting part
53 are engaged with the recesses 516 as illustrated in
FIG. 7C, the additional part 54 is at a slightly lower at-
tachment position in the axis direction by the difference
of depth of the recesses 516b since the recesses 516b
are shallower in the axis direction of the spinning shaft
11 than the recesses 516a. Accordingly, the shaft tip 112
of the spinning shaft 11 protrudes slightly less from the
hole 542 of the ring 541.
[0136] In this engagement, when the toy top 1 spins
vertically or almost vertically with respect to the ground
surface, only the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11
contacts the ground. However, when the toy top 1 is even
slightly inclined with respect to the ground surface, the
ring 541 contacts the ground along with or instead of the
shaft tip 112.
[0137] The user can further temporarily pulls the ad-
justing member 52 downward (the direction indicated by
the outlined arrow in FIG. 7B) as illustrated in FIG. 7B,
turns the adjusting member 52 around the axis (to the
right in FIG. 7A to FIG. 7D in the embodiment) until the

15 16 



EP 3 473 314 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

projections 534 cross over the bumps 518 (518b) defining
the recesses 516b to reach another pair of recesses 516
(e.g. recesses 516c next to the recesses 516b at the right
in FIG. 7A to FIG. 7D), and releases his/her hand from
the adjusting member 52. Then, the adjusting member
52 including the supporting part 53 is pulled up by the
biasing force (pressing force) of the coil spring 110 so
that the projections 534 fit in the recesses 516c as illus-
trated in FIG. 7D.
[0138] The recesses 516c is further deeper in the axis
direction of the spinning shaft 11 than the recesses 516b.
When the projections 534 are fitted in the recesses 516c,
the additional part 54 is at a slightly lower attachment
position in the axis direction by the difference of depth of
the recesses 516c as illustrated in FIG. 7D. Accordingly,
the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 does not protrude
from the hole 542 of the ring 541.
[0139] In this engagement, only the ring 541 contacts
the ground regardless of the inclination of the spinning
toy top 1.
[0140] When the user further wants to fit the projections
534 into another pair of recesses 516 other than the re-
cesses 516c, he/she can turn the adjusting member 52
until the projections 534 cross over the bumps 518 (518c)
defining the recesses 516c to reach the recesses 516a
next to the recesses 516c at the right. Alternatively, the
user can turn the adjusting member 52 in the opposite
direction to the left until the projections 534 cross over
the bump 518 (518b) defining the recesses 516b to return
to the recesses 516b next to the recesses 516c at the left.
[0141] The toy top 1 spins stably when the shaft tip 112
having a small contact area contacts the ground. How-
ever, when the ring 541 having a large contact area con-
tacts the ground, the action becomes irregular, such as
an irregular change of the spinning angle and a large
movement of the toy top 1. This can result in an unex-
pected attack or the like on an opponent toy top.
[0142] As illustrated in FIG. 7A to FIG. 7D, the embod-
iment illustrates an example in which an adjustment can
be made by changing the position (type) of the recesses
516 that is engaged with the projections 534 of the ad-
justing member 52, in which the engagement can be se-
lected from among three levels ranging from the engage-
ment in which the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11
protrudes from the hole 542 of the ring 541 to the state
in which the shaft tip 112 does not protrude from the hole
542 of the ring 541. However, the adjustable levels are
not limited to the illustrated three levels.
[0143] For example, another pair of recesses 516 that
is yet shallower than the recesses 516c in FIG. 7D may
be provided so that the additional part 54 can be at a yet
lower attachment position at which the lower end of the
ring 541 is lower than the shaft tip 112 of the spinning
shaft 11.
[0144] In this configuration, it is possible to change the
height of the shaft portion 10 according to change of the
attachment position of the additional part 54 (i.e. to in-
crease the length of the shaft portion 10 compared to the

state in which the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11
contacts the ground).
[0145] Next, a method to change the spinning charac-
teristic when the additional part 57 is attached to the shaft
portion 10 will be described referring to FIG. 9A to FIG.
9D.
[0146] In the case in which the additional part 57 is
attached to the shaft portion 10, the additional part 57 is
at the highest attachment position in the axis direction
when the projections 534 of the supporting part 53 are
engaged with the recesses 516a that are deepest in the
axis direction of the spinning shaft 11. In this state, the
shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 is in contact with an
inner side of a lower end of the covering part 571 of the
additional part 57 as illustrated in FIG. 9A, and the length
of the shaft portion 10 of the toy top 1 is the shortest.
[0147] A user who wants to change the spinning char-
acteristic of the toy top 1 temporarily pulls the adjusting
member 52 downward (in the direction indicated by the
outlined arrow in FIG. 9B) as illustrated in FIG. 9B. Then,
while pulling the adjusting member 52 down to the height
at which the projections 534 can cross over the bumps
518 (518a) defining the recesses 516a, he/she turns the
adjusting member 52 around the axis (to the right in FIG.
9A to FIG. 9D in the embodiment).
[0148] When the user releases his/her hand from the
adjusting member 52 after he/she turns the adjusting
member 52 until the projections 534 cross over the
bumps 518 (518a) of the recesses 516a to reach another
pair of recesses 516 (e.g. the recesses 516b next to the
recesses 516a at the right in FIG. 9A to FIG. 9D), the
adjusting member 52 including the supporting part 53 is
pushed up by the biasing force (pushing force) of the coil
spring 110 so that the projections 534 fit in the recesses
516b as illustrated in FIG. 9C.
[0149] Since the recesses 516b are shallower in the
axis direction of the spinning shaft 11 than the recesses
516a, the additional part 54 is at a slightly lower attach-
ment position in the axis direction by the difference of
depth of the recesses 516b when the protrusions 534 of
the supporting part 53 are engaged with the recesses
516b as illustrated in FIG. 9C. Accordingly, the lower end
of the covering part 571 is at a slightly lower position than
the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11.
[0150] In this state, the shaft portion 10 of the toy top
1 is longer, which changes the spinning characteristic of
the toy top 1.
[0151] Further, when the user further performs the
same process so that the protrusions 534 fit in the re-
cesses 516c, the additional part 54 is at a lower attach-
ment position in the axis direction by the difference of
depth of the recesses 516b when the protrusions 534 of
the supporting part 53 are engaged with the recesses
516c as illustrated in FIG. 9D, since the recesses 516c
are the shallowest in the axis direction of the spinning
shaft 11. Accordingly, the lower end of the covering part
571 is at a slightly lower position than the shaft tip 112
of the spinning shaft 11.
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[0152] In this state, the shaft portion 10 of the toy top
1 is further longer.
[0153] When the length of the shaft portion 10 is
changed, the spinning characteristic is also changed
since the center of gravity of the toy top 1 is changed.
This can result in an unexpected attack or the like on an
opponent toy top.

HOW TO PLAY

[0154] Next, an example of how to play the toy top 1
will be described.
[0155] In this example, a player spins a toy top 1 and
forces it to battle with an opponent toy top 1.
[0156] In such cases, the launcher 90 as illustrated in
FIG. 10 is used to apply a spinning force to the toy top
1. The launcher 90 includes a disk (not shown) therein
that is biased in a certain spinning direction by a spiral
spring (not shown). The launcher 90 is configured such
that when an operating member, such as a string or rack
of teeth (not shown) is pulled by a handle 91 while a spiral
spring (not shown) biases the disk in a certain rotational
direction, the disk is rotated, and a top holder 93 is rotated
accordingly. The rotation of the top holder 93 is transmit-
ted to the toy top 1 through a fork 94 that protrudes down-
ward, so that the toy top 1 is rotated. When the fork 94
is inserted in the arc slits 46 (see FIG. 3) of the body 90,
and when the handle 91 of the launcher 90 is completely
pulled out of the launcher 90, the disk and the top holder
93 stop rotating while the toy top 1 continues rotating by
the action of its inertial force. As a result, the toy top 1
descends from the top holder 93 following the inclined
faces 94a of the fork 94. In FIG. 10, the reference sign
92 designates a rod that is retractable into the top holder
93. When the toy top 1 is set to the top holder 93, the rod
92 is pushed by an upper face of the toy top 1 and re-
tracted into the top holder 93. For example, the rod 92 is
used to detect attachment/detachment of the toy top 1.
[0157] The toy top 1 thus launched spins in a prede-
termined battle field. When the toy top 1 collides with an
opponent toy top 1, the impact or friction of the collision
produces a force that acts on the body 40 in the direction
opposite to the spinning direction of the shaft portion 10
and the performance changing ring 30, and the body 40
thereby relatively turns in the direction opposite to the
spinning direction of the shaft portion 10 and the perform-
ance changing ring 30.
[0158] Then, the ribs 21 mesh with the uneven portions
45 of the body 40. Since the biasing force of the spring
20 acts on the ribs 21, every time an impact force of a
collision is applied, the body 40 turns relative to the shaft
portion 10 to change the mesh position. When the ribs
21 eventually reach the engagement releasing position,
the hooks 44 of the body 40 are released from the hooks
17 of the shaft portion 10 so that the body 40 separates
from the shaft portion 10 by the biasing force of the spring
20 that acts on the ridges 21. As a result, the toy top 1
is disassembled as illustrated in the right side of FIG. 1.

ADVANTAGEOUS EFFECTS OF THE EMBODIMENT

[0159] As described above, the toy top 1 according to
the embodiment includes: the shaft portion 10; the addi-
tional part 54 which is attached to the shaft portion 10
movably in the axis direction of the spinning shaft 11 of
the shaft portion 10; and an engaging part (the recesses
516 and the protrusions 534 in the embodiment) which
engages the additional part 54 with the spinning shaft 11
at different positions in the axis direction, wherein the
attachment position of the additional part 54 is change-
able by changing the engagement of the additional part
54 by the engaging part (recesses 516 and projections
534) .
[0160] This enables readily switching the configuration
of the grounding part of the toy top 1 between multiple
levels to change the center of gravity or the spinning char-
acteristic of the toy top 1. Therefore, it is possible to enjoy
various attacks and battle games that are rich in variation
with the same toy top 1.
[0161] In the embodiment, the additional part 54 is de-
tachable from the shaft portion 10. Therefore, different
additional parts (the additional parts 54, 57 in the em-
bodiment) can be provided so that a user can select a
suitable additional part for a desired spinning character-
istic. Since it is possible to replace the additional part with
another additional part having a different function (e.g.
the additional part 54 that can change the grounding state
of the bottom tip of the shaft portion 10 according to the
attachment position, and the additional part 57 that can
change the height (length) of the shaft portion 10 accord-
ing to the attachment position), it is possible to modify
the same toy top 1 into various toy tops that can perform
different characteristic attacks, i.e. to make a wide vari-
ation of modifications, in a simple process. Therefore, a
toy top that can perform various attacks on an opponent
toy top can be achieved.
[0162] Further, the additional parts 54, 57 may be sep-
arately provided as consumable parts. For example,
when the additional part 54 or 57 is broken by a collision
with an opponent toy top or the like, it is possible to re-
move only the broken additional part 54 or 57 to replace
it with a new one. Therefore, the toy top 1 can be used
for a long time.
[0163] In the embodiment, the degree of protrusion of
the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 is adjustable
only by changing the attachment position of the additional
part 54. Therefore, it is possible to readily switch the
grounding pattern according to the degree of protrusion
of the bottom tip of the spinning shaft between (i) the
state in which only the shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft
11 contacts the ground, (ii) the state in which both the
shaft tip 112 of the spinning shaft 11 and the ring 541
contact the ground, and (iii) the state in which only the
ring 541 contacts the ground.
[0164] Since the ground contact area changes accord-
ing to the part that contacts the ground, it is possible to
change the spinning characteristic of the toy top 1 so as
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to perform various attacks on an opponent toy top.
[0165] In the embodiment, the additional part 57 in-
cludes the covering part 571 that forms a new spinning
shaft. This enables readily changing the height of the
shaft portion 10 only by changing the attachment position
of the additional part 57.
[0166] Changing the height of the shaft portion 10 can
change the center of gravity of the toy top 1 accordingly.
Therefore, the toy top 1 that can perform various attacks
on an opponent toy top can be achieved.
[0167] In the embodiment, the engaging part for chang-
ing the attachment position of the additional part 54 is
constituted by the recesses 516 and the protrusions 534
that fit in the recesses 516.
[0168] This enables readily changing the attachment
position of the additional part 54 only by changing the
fitting position between the recesses 516 and the protru-
sions 534 so as to change the spinning characteristic of
the toy top 1. Therefore, everyone can readily enjoy battle
games that are rich in variation.
[0169] Further, since the engagement is established
by meshing the recesses 516 with the protrusions 634,
the position in the axis direction of the additional part 54
relative to the spinning shaft 11 is not changed even when
the toy top 1 spins or vigorously collides with an opponent
toy top, and the configuration preset by a user before
starting a game can be maintained.
[0170] In the embodiment, the recesses 516 are
formed in the step forming member 51 of the shaft portion
10 around the spinning shaft 11 at different positions in
the axis direction, and the protrusions 534 that can se-
lectively fit in any pair of the recesses 516 are formed in
the supporting part 53 of the adjusting member 52.
[0171] This enables readily changing the attachment
position of the additional part 54 by shifting the adjusting
member 52 around the spinning shaft 11. Therefore, eve-
ryone can readily enjoy battle games that are rich in var-
iation.
[0172] In the embodiment, the toy top 1 includes a coil
spring 110 as a biasing member which applies a biasing
force to maintain the engagement of the additional part
54.
[0173] This can prevent the additional part 54 from be-
ing deviated from the attachment position or being re-
leased from the engagement even when the toy top 1
collides with another toy top during a game.

ALTERNATE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0174] While an embodiment of the present invention
is described, the present invention is not limited to the
above-described embodiment, and it should be under-
stood well that various changes can be made without
departing from the features of the present invention.
[0175] For example, the embodiment illustrates an ex-
ample in which the engaging part is composed of recess-
es 516 that are formed in the outer part 515 of the step
forming member 51 and the protrusions 534 of the sup-

porting part 53 to be fitted therein. However, the engaging
part is not limited to the recesses 516 and the protrusions
534 but may be constituted by any part that allows chang-
ing the attachment position in the axis direction of the
additional part 54.
[0176] For example, screw threads that can mutually
fit may be formed respectively in an outer circumferential
face of the shaft portion 10 and an inter circumferential
face of the additional part 54 or 57 (or the adjusting mem-
ber 52 including the additional part), and the additional
part 54 or 57 (or the adjusting member including the ad-
ditional part) may be screwed around the shaft portion
10. In this configuration, the engagement position in the
axis direction of the adjusting member 52 including the
additional part 54 or 57 can be gradually changed ac-
cording to the screwed position (degree of being
screwed).
[0177] Further, instead of the recesses, the changea-
ble engagement position of the engaging part can be
achieved only by abutment of the additional part 54 or
57, e.g. by a stepped part or the like.
[0178] The embodiment illustrates an example in
which the adjusting member 52 including the additional
part 54 is turned with respect to the shaft portion 10 so
that the protrusions 534 fit in the recesses 516 (engaging
part). However, the method to switch the engaging part
may not be turning the adjusting member 52.
[0179] Further, the engaging part is not limited to the
combination of the recesses 516 of the shaft portion 10
and the protrusions 534 of the adjusting member 52 in-
cluding the additional part 54. For example, a protrusion
may be formed in the shaft portion 10 while recesses
may be formed in the adjusting member 52 including the
additional part 54 in contrast to the embodiment.
[0180] The engaging part may not have the configura-
tion of fitting a protrusion in recesses. For example, the
adjusting member 52 including the additional part 54 or
57 may be engaged with the shaft portion 10 by hooking
a hook or the like to a recess or a hole.
[0181] Alternatively, for example, stepped protrusions
may formed at different heights around the outer circum-
ference of the shaft portion 10, and the adjusting member
52 including the additional part 54 or 57 may be pressed
against the protrusions by a biasing force of a biasing
member such as a spring.
[0182] In the embodiment, the supporting part 53 that
moves integrally with the additional part 54 or 57 is pro-
vided in addition to the additional part 54 or 57, and the
attachment position in the axis direction is changeable
by changing engagement of the adjusting member 52
composed of the additional parts 54 or 57 and the sup-
porting part 53 with the shaft portion 10. However, the
engaging part may not be formed in the step forming
member 51 and the supporting part 53, and the support-
ing part 53 is not an essential component.
[0183] It is only necessary that the engaging part be
formed in the shaft portion 10 and the additional part 54
or 57 or the like that is movable in the axis direction of
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the spinning shaft 11. For example, a protrusion or the
like may be formed in the additional part 54 or 57 as the
engaging part that engages with the engaging part (e.g.
recesses) of the shaft portion 10.

Claims

1. A toy top, comprising:

a shaft portion including a spinning shaft;
an additional part attached to the shaft portion
movably in an axis direction of the spinning
shaft; and
an engaging part which engages the additional
part with the shaft portion at different positions
in the axis direction of the spinning shaft,
wherein an attachment position of the additional
part is changeable by changing engagement of
the additional part by the engaging part, and
wherein a grounding state or a height of the shaft
portion is changeable according to change of
the attachment position of the additional part.

2. The toy top according to claim 1, wherein the addi-
tional part is detachable from the shaft portion.

3. The toy top according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the additional part comprises a ring to which
the spinning shaft can be inserted from an upper side
so as to allow a bottom tip of the spinning shaft to
protrude downward and which is disposed to circum-
ferentially surround at least the bottom tip of the spin-
ning shaft, and
wherein the ring changes a position of surrounding
the spinning shaft according to change of the attach-
ment position of the additional part so as to adjust a
degree of protrusion of the bottom tip of the spinning
shaft, and the ring is configured to be able to contact
the ground depending on the degree of protrusion
of the bottom tip of the spinning shaft.

4. The toy top according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
additional part comprises a covering part which cov-
ers the bottom tip of the spinning shaft from a lower
side to form a new spinning shaft, and the additional
part is capable of changing a height of the shaft por-
tion according to change of the attachment position
of the additional part.

5. The toy top according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
further comprising:

a supporting part which is movable in the axis
direction of the spinning shaft integrally with the
additional part,
wherein the supporting part together with the ad-
ditional part constitutes an adjusting member,

and
wherein the engaging part includes:

a recess disposed in one of the shaft portion
and the adjusting member; and
a projection disposed in another of the shaft
portion and the adjusting member and fitta-
ble in the recess.

6. The toy top according to claim 5, wherein one of the
recess and the projection is a plurality of recesses
or projections that are arranged in a circumferential
direction of the spinning shaft of the shaft portion at
different positions in the axis direction, and the other
of the recess and the projection is disposed in the
adjusting member and selectively fittable in any of
the plurality of recesses or projections.

7. The toy top according to any one of claims 1 to 6,
wherein the additional part is in any one of (i) a turn-
able state in which the additional part is turnable
around the spinning shaft and (ii) an engaged state
in which the additional part is engaged with any of
the engaging part of the shaft portion, and
wherein the additional part includes a biasing mem-
ber which biases the additional part to maintain the
engaged state.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A toy top, comprising:
a shaft portion (10) including a spinning shaft (11);
characterized in that the top comprises:

an additional part (54) attached to the shaft por-
tion (10) movably in an axis direction of the spin-
ning shaft; and
an engaging part (543, 533) which engages the
additional part with the shaft portion (10) at dif-
ferent positions in the axis direction of the spin-
ning shaft,
wherein an attachment position of the additional
part (54) is changeable by changing engage-
ment of the additional part by the engaging part,
and
wherein a grounding state or a height of the shaft
portion (10) is changeable according to change
of the attachment position of the additional part
(54).

2. The toy top according to claim 1, wherein the addi-
tional part (54)is detachable from the shaft portion.

3. The toy top according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the additional part (54)comprises a ring to
which the spinning shaft (11) can be inserted from
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an upper side so as to allow a bottom tip of the spin-
ning shaft (11) to protrude downward and which is
disposed to circumferentially surround at least the
bottom tip of the spinning shaft(11), and
wherein the ring changes a position of surrounding
the spinning shaft (11) according to change of the
attachment position of the additional part (54) so as
to adjust a degree of protrusion of the bottom tip of
the spinning shaft, and the ring is configured to be
able to contact the ground depending on the degree
of protrusion of the bottom tip of the spinning shaft.

4. The toy top according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
additional part (54)comprises a covering part (571)
which covers the bottom tip of the spinning shaft from
a lower side to form a new spinning shaft, and the
additional part is capable of changing a height of the
shaft portion according to change of the attachment
position of the additional part.

5. The toy top according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
further comprising:

a supporting part (53) which is movable in the
axis direction of the spinning shaft (11) integrally
with the additional part (54),
wherein the supporting part (53) together with
the additional part (54)constitutes an adjusting
member, and
wherein the engaging part includes:

a recess (543) disposed in one of the shaft
portion and the adjusting member; and
a projection (533) disposed in another of the
shaft portion and the adjusting member and
fittable in the recess.

6. The toy top according to claim 5, wherein one of the
recess (543) and the projection (533) is a plurality of
recesses or projections that are arranged in a cir-
cumferential direction of the spinning shaft of the
shaft portion at different positions in the axis direc-
tion, and the other of the recess (543) and the pro-
jection (533)is disposed in the adjusting member and
selectively fittable in any of the plurality of recesses
or projections.

7. The toy top according to any one of claims 1 to 6,
wherein the additional part (54) is in any one of (i) a
turnable state in which the additional part (54) is turn-
able around the spinning shaft (11) and (ii) an en-
gaged state in which the additional part (54) is en-
gaged with any of the engaging part of the shaft por-
tion (10), and
wherein the additional part includes a biasing mem-
ber (110) which biases the additional part to maintain
the engaged state.

25 26 



EP 3 473 314 A1

15



EP 3 473 314 A1

16



EP 3 473 314 A1

17



EP 3 473 314 A1

18



EP 3 473 314 A1

19



EP 3 473 314 A1

20



EP 3 473 314 A1

21



EP 3 473 314 A1

22



EP 3 473 314 A1

23



EP 3 473 314 A1

24



EP 3 473 314 A1

25

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 473 314 A1

26

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 473 314 A1

27

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 3149384 B [0002] [0006] [0007]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

