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(54) MOVABLE WINDSHIELD

(57)  Movable windshield (1) equipped for use in a
garden or a terrace or similar, comprising a base (2)
which is embodied to receive ballast, and a shield (6)
mounted on top of the base (2), wherein the base (2) is
provided with wheels (7, 8) to provide movability to the
windshield (1), and wherein the base (2) is arranged as
a hollow case (2’), and the hollow case (2’) has openings

HG. 34

isometric right view

(9) at its underside through which part of the wheels (7,
8) reach that are mounted inside of the case (2’), and
that the case (2’) is provided with a lid (5) which is open-
able and closable so as to enable introduction of ballast
into the case (2’) when the lid (5) is open, and prevent
that the ballast and the wheels (7, 8) are in sight when
the windshield (1) is in use with the lid (5) closed.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a movable windshield
equipped for use in a garden or a terrace or similar, com-
prising a base which is embodied to receive ballast, and
a shield mounted on top of the base, wherein the base
is provided with wheels to provide movability to the wind-
shield and wherein the base is arranged as a hollow case.
[0002] Such a movable windshield is on the market as
shown at https://www.bol.com/nl/p/mobiel-windsch-
erm/9200000068043508/ wherein the shield is transpar-
ent. This is however not essential; the shield may also
be non-transparent. The case of the known movable
windshield has an open top so as to easily receive ballast
material such as stones, water or soil. The wheels are
mounted below the case and are at all times visible. The
known movable windshield has a sturdy structure, but a
disadvantage of this known windshield is that it applies
brakes on the wheels that necessitate that the wheels
are always in sight so as to provide accessibility of the
brakes.

[0003] Itis an object of the invention to provide a mov-
able windshield which is securely positionable without
being sensitive to unintended movement when the wind
speeds reach relatively high values.

[0004] It is another object of the invention to improve
the general aesthetic appearance of the windshield, and
in particular to arrange that the wheels are hardly visible.
[0005] These and other objects and advantages of the
invention which will become apparent from the following
disclosure, are provided by a windshield with the features
of one or more of the appended claims.

[0006] In afirst aspect of the invention the hollow case
has openings at its underside through which part of the
wheels reach that are mounted inside of the case, and
that the case is provided with a lid which is openable and
closable so as to enable introduction of ballast into the
case when the lid is open, and prevent that the ballast
and the wheels are in sight when the windshield is in use
with the lid closed. In this construction of the windshield
of the invention the wheels can be mounted substantially
out of sight, and also the ballast is out of sight when the
movable windshield is in use.

[0007] Preferably the lid is a side lid, but it is also pos-
sible that the lid is provided as an openable top cover.
[0008] For providing resistance against unintended
movement of the windshield of the invention, several em-
bodiments are proposed.

[0009] In afirst embodiment of the movable windshield
of the invention the wheels are up-and-down movable
with reference to the case. This enables that the wheels
can be retracted when the windshield is at its intended
location, and the case which forms the packing for the
ballast, can come to rest directly on the ground. Prefer-
ably then the wheels are each mounted on a spindle that
is fixedly mounted in the case for moving the wheels up
or down with reference to the case.

[0010] In a second embodiment of the movable wind-
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shield of the invention each of the wheels is fixed with
reference to the case in a frame that is mounted in the
case, and that the frame is provided with an up-and-down
movable spindle that can reach through the openings at
the underside of the case. Usually each wheel has an
individual frame. In this second embodiment it is prefer-
able that each spindle is provided with a foot for resting
on the ground. This means that when the windshield is
at its intended location, the spindle with the foot can be
lowered from the respective frames carrying the wheels,
so that their contact with the ground is lost and taken
over by the feet at the underside of the spindles of the
frames.

[0011] The spindles can be motor driven but in order
to save on costs it is preferable that the spindles are
manually operable. Itis feasible that the spindles are op-
erated from the outside of the case, particularly but not
only when the spindles are motor driven. In the case of
motor driven spindles actuation of the motors for the spin-
dles can be done wireless-ly. When not equipped with a
motor, the spindles can also be manually operated from
the outside by a dedicated tool which can be introduced
into the case.

[0012] In order to promote the aesthetics of the wind-
shield of the invention it is preferable that when the spin-
dles are not operable from the outside of the case, the
spindles are accessible and operable only after opening
of the lid.

[0013] The invention will hereinafter be further eluci-
dated with reference to the drawing of an exemplary em-
bodiment of an apparatus according to the invention that
is not limiting as to the appended claims.

[0014] In the drawing:

- figure 1A and figure 1B show a front view and top
view respectively of a movable windshield according
to the invention;

- figure 2 shows a cross-section of the movable wind-
shield according to the invention along the line B - B
in figure 1B; and

- figure 3A and figure 3B show an isometric right view
and isometric left view respectively of the windshield
of the invention.

[0015] Whenever inthe figures the same reference nu-
merals are applied, these numerals refer to the same
parts.

[0016] Making first reference to figure 1A and figure

1B it shows a movable windshield 1 in a front view and
a top view respectively. Such a movable windshield 1 is
commonly used in a garden or a terrace or similar to
provide protection against the wind at a variable location
where the protection is needed. For this purpose the
windshield 1 is movable and comprises a base 2 which
is embodied as a hollow case 2’ to receive ballast. The
ballast can be received in closable compartments 3 and
4. For closing off the compartments 3 and 4 an openable
and closable lid 5 is provided at a side 2” of the base 2.
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Further there is a shield 6 mounted on top of the base 2,
and the base 2 is provided with wheels 7, 8 to provide
movability to the windshield 1 as is more clearly shown
in figure 2. The wheels 7, 8 are mounted inside of the
case 2'.

[0017] As already mentioned the base 2 comprises
closable compartments 3 and 4, which means that the
base 2 is arranged as a substantially hollow case 2’,
wherein next to the compartments 3, 4 the hollow case
2’ further has openings 9 at its underside for the wheels
7, 8 that are mounted inside of the case 2.

[0018] The already mentioned lid 5 is openable and
closable so as to enable introduction of ballast into the
case 2, in particular into the compartments 3, 4 when
the lid 5 is open, and which lid 5 prevents that the ballast
or the wheels 7, 8 are in sight when the windshield 1 is
in use with the lid 5 closed.

[0019] In order to provide the movable windshield 1 of
the invention with resistance against undesired move-
ment when subjected to high wind speeds, several em-
bodiments are proposed.

[0020] In an embodiment that is not shown in the fig-
ures the wheels 7, 8 may be arranged to be up-and-down
movable with reference to the case 2'. In that situation it
is preferable that the wheels 7, 8 are each mounted on
a spindle that is fixedly mounted in the case 2’ for moving
the wheels up or down with reference to the case 2'.
[0021] In another embodiment that is shown in the fig-
ures the wheels 7, 8 are each fixed with reference to the
case 2’ in an individual frame 11, 12 for each wheel, and
that the frame 11, 12 of each wheel is provided with an
up-and-down movable spindle 13, 14.

[0022] Inboth embodiments mentioned aboveitis pref-
erable that the spindles 13, 14 are manually operable.
[0023] As is clearly shown in figure 2 advantageously
the spindle 13, 14 of each wheel 7, 8 is provided with a
foot 15, 16 for resting on the ground. When the feet 15,
16 of the spindles 13, 14 rest on the ground, the wheels
7, 8 are lifted from the ground and unintended movement
of the movable windshield 1 is then effectively prevented.
[0024] As will be clear for the skilled person from figure
2 the spindle 13, 14 of each wheel 7, 8 is accessible and
operable only after opening of the lid 5.

[0025] Finally reference is made to figures 3A and 3B
which show the windshield 1 of the invention in an iso-
metric right view and an isometric left view respectively.
According to these figures it is clear that the wheels that
arrange for the movability of the movable windscreen 1
are practically not visible. Likewise when the lid 5 of the
base 2 of the windshield 1 is closed, the ballast placed
in the compartments 3, 4 is also out of sight.

[0026] Although the invention has been discussed in
the foregoing with reference to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the movable windshield of the invention, the in-
vention is not restricted to this particular embodiment
which can be varied in many ways without departing from
the invention. The discussed exemplary embodiment
shall therefore not be used to construe the appended
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claims strictly in accordance therewith. On the contrary
the embodiment is merely intended to explain the word-
ing of the appended claims without intent to limit the
claims to this exemplary embodiment. The scope of pro-
tection of the invention shall therefore be construed in
accordance with the appended claims only, wherein a
possible ambiguity in the wording of the claims shall be
resolved using this exemplary embodiment.

Claims

1. Movable windshield (1) equipped for use in a garden
or a terrace or similar, comprising a base (2) which
is embodied to receive ballast, and a shield (6)
mounted on top of the base (2), wherein the base
(2)is provided with wheels (7, 8) to provide movability
to the windshield (1), and wherein the base (2) is
arranged as a hollow case (2’), characterized in
that the hollow case (2’) has openings (9) at its un-
derside through which part of the wheels (7, 8) reach
that are mounted inside of the case (2’), and that the
case (2’) is provided with a lid (5) which is openable
and closable so as to enable introduction of ballast
into the case (2’) when the lid (5) is open, and prevent
that the ballast and the wheels (7, 8) are in sight
when the windshield (1) is in use with the lid (5)
closed.

2. Movable windshield according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that the lid (5) is a side lid.

3. Movable windshield according to claim 1 or 2, char-
acterized in that the wheels (7, 8) are up-and-down
movable with reference to the case (2’).

4. Movable windshield according to claim 2 or 3, char-
acterized in that the wheels (7, 8) are each mounted
on a spindle that is fixedly mounted in the case (2’)
for moving the wheels (7, 8) up or down with refer-
ence to the case (2)).

5. Movable windshield according to claim 1, charac-
terized in that the wheels (7, 8) are fixed with ref-
erence to the case (2) in a frame (11, 12) that is
mounted in the case (2’), and that the frame (11, 12)
is provided with an up-and-down movable spindle
(13, 14) that can reach through the openings (9) at
the underside of the case (2').

6. Movable windshield according to claim 4 or 5, char-
acterized in that the spindle (13, 14) is manually
operable.

7. Movable windshield according to claim 5 and claim
6, characterized in that the spindle (13, 14) is pro-
vided with a foot (15, 16) for resting on the ground.
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8. Movable windshield according to any one of claims
4 - 7, characterized in that the spindle (13, 14) is
accessible and operable after opening of the lid (5).
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