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TRANSPORT OF KIT AND PACKAGING

(67)  The presentinvention relates to a kit suitable for
assembling a garden fence made up of a wire grid formed
by interconnected longitudinal wires and cross-wires and
(ii) a series of slats which can be provided longitudinally
between the longitudinal wires in said wire grid, said kit
comprising: a series of slats with a length L ; a series of
support brackets for suspending said slats from said
cross-wires; two or more top profile segments with a
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KIT FOR ASSEMBLING OF A GARDEN FENCE AND PACKAGING, STORAGE AND

length Lp, where the length L is smaller than the length
L. ; and one or more connecting elements for, in use,
aligning a first top profile segment with an adjacent, sec-
ond top profile segment.

Furthermore, the presentinvention relates to a pack-
age comprising said kit, as well as to the storage and
transport of the aforesaid.
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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The presentinvention relates to fences for pro-
viding a visual barrier, for example around a garden. In
particular, the invention relates to assembleable top pro-
files for clamping in garden fencing which are can be
fitted into an already provided garden wiring.

PRIOR ART

[0002] In order to provide for the privacy of owners of
a plot, garden slats or garden panels have been devel-
oped which can be slid into already provided wiring
around the plot. Such wiring is produced, depending on
the manufacturer, with varying dimensions. Forexample,
the distance between two vertical wires can be 50 or 55
mm. Accordingly, the producer of the garden slats should
also provide varying dimensions for the garden slats to
be inserted.

[0003] Also important for the producer of the garden
slats is to provide a good clamping of the slats in the
wiring. It is known that strong gusts of wind can be pow-
erful enough to force such garden slats out of the wiring.
To this end clamping elements have been developed, as
for example reported in EP 2 924 193. EP 2 924 193
describes a clamping element which supports the garden
slats and also shows a top profile to clamp the top of the
garden slats. In addition, one or more cross-profiles, in
the jargon 'nose profiles’, are provided to ensure that the
garden slats are sufficiently firmly clamped. Such cross-
profiles are mounted in horizontal passages or loops pro-
vided for this purpose and exert a transverse, clamping
pressure on the garden slats. In order to ensure the ver-
tical clamping of the slats, the slats are supported at the
bottom individually by the aforementioned clamping ele-
ment and the series of slats is clamped at the top by a
top profile.

[0004] A shortcoming of such garden fences is that the
top profiles, made of polyvinyl chloride (PVC), tend to be
stress-deformed by the action of varying temperatures.
This limits the visual aspect of such garden fences. In
addition, the aforementioned top profiles, which by defi-
nition are always present in a smaller quantity with re-
spect to said slats, are provided with a length which is
substantially greater in comparison with the slats. This
causes great inefficiency during storage and transport,
since the package comprising the slats and top profiles
is not completely filled; the volume of the package taken
during storage and transport is considerably greater than
the actual volume of the slats and top profiles. The
present invention seeks to provide a solution for one or
more of the aforementioned problems or shortcomings.

SUMMARY

[0005] To this end, the invention provides a kit for as-
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sembling a garden fence, as well as specially developed
packaging for said kit. The invention can be advanta-
geously exploited during storage and transportation of
said kit and packaging.

[0006] In afirst aspect, the present invention provides
a kit suitable for assembling a garden fence made up of
(i) a wire grid formed by interconnected longitudinal wires
and cross-wires and (ii) a series of slats which can be
provided longitudinally between the longitudinal wires in
said wire grid, said kit comprising:

- aseries of slats with alength L,

- aseriesof supportbrackets for suspending said slats
from said cross-wires,

- two or more top profile segments with a length Lp,
where the length Lp is smaller thanthe length L , and

- oneormore connecting elements for, in use, aligning
a first top profile segment with an adjacent, second
top profile segment.

[0007] Because top profile segments with a shorter
length are provided in comparison with said slats and in
comparison with top profiles according to the prior art,
the curvature of the top profile as a result of the action
of the sun and/or varying temperatures is limited. As a
result, the visual aspect of the garden fence is preserved
during varying seasons with widely varying tempera-
tures.

[0008] In a second aspect, the present invention pro-
vides a packaging comprising:

- aseries of slats with alength L,

- aseriesof supportbrackets for suspending said slats
from said cross-wires,

- two or more top profile segments with a length Lp,
where the length L is smaller than the length L, , and

- oneormore connecting elements for, in use, aligning
a first top profile segment with an adjacent, second
top profile segment.

[0009] Because top profile segments with a shorter
length are provided in comparison with said slats, the
length of the packaging can be limited, whereby the emp-
ty volume of the packaging is considerably reduced in
comparison with the packaging according to the prior art.
[0010] Inathird aspect, the present invention provides
for the storage of a plurality of kits according to the first
aspect of the invention and/or packages according to the
second aspect of the invention in a storage space. By
providing a smaller package, the efficiency of storage in
said storage space is considerably increased.

[0011] In a fourth aspect, the present invention pro-
vides for the transport of a plurality of kits according to
the first aspect of the invention and/or packages accord-
ing to the second aspect of the invention in a loading
volume. By providing a smaller package, the efficiency
of transport in said loading volume is considerably in-
creased.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0012]

Figure 1 shows a schematic representation of an
embodiment of a garden fence.

Figure 2 shows a detail representation of the as-
sembly of two top profile segments and a connecting
element of an embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 3 shows a detail representation of the con-
necting element of an embodiment of the present
invention.

Figure 4 shows a schematic representation of an
embodiment of the package from the second aspect
of the present invention.

Figure 5 shows a detail representation of an embod-
iment of the package from the second aspect of the
present invention.

Figure 6 shows a detail representation of the con-
necting element of an alternative embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0013] Unless otherwise defined, all terms used in the
description of the invention, including technical and sci-
entificterms, have the meaning as commonly understood
by the skilled person in the technical field of the invention.
For a better assessment of the description of the inven-
tion, the following terms are explained explicitly.

[0014] In this document, ’a’ and 'the’ refer to both the
singular and the plural, unless the context clearly implies
otherwise. For example, 'a segment’ means one or more
than segments.

[0015] When ’around or 'about’ is used in this docu-
ment with a measurable quantity, a parameter, a time
period or moment in time, and the like, then variations
are intended of +/- 20% or less, preferably +/- 10% or
less, more preferably +/- 5% or less, even more prefer-
ably +/- 1% or less, and even more preferably approx.
0.1% orless than and of the cited value, if such variations
are applicable in the described invention. However, it
must be understood that the value of a quantity used
where the term 'around’ or 'about’ is used, is itself spe-
cifically disclosed.

[0016] The terms 'comprise’, ’comprising’, ‘consist of’,
‘consisting of’, ‘provided with’, ’include’, ’including’, ‘con-
tain’, ‘containing’, 'encompass’, 'encompassing’ are syn-
onyms and are inclusive or open terms that indicate the
presence of what follows, and which do not exclude or
prevent the presence of other components, features, el-
ements, members, steps, as known from or described in
the prior art.
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[0017] The citation of numerical intervals by the end-
points comprises all integers, fractions and/or real num-
bers between the endpoints, including these endpoints.
[0018] The term ’alignment’ should be understood as
placing the referenced elements in line with each other.
This means that the elements mentioned join together in
one line in the longitudinal direction. Preferably, said el-
ements are fixed in this position with respect to each oth-
er.

[0019] The terms 'free volume’ or 'empty volume’ indi-
cate the volume within a casing or package where there
are no products, articles or goods. It is therefore the vol-
ume that is free to be filled up further.

[0020] The term 'freedom of movement’ is a measure
of the possible movements that an object can make. For
this purpose, shifts, such as straight movements in dif-
ferent directions, count but also rotations or even vibra-
tions.

[0021] The term ’enclosure’ should be understood as
synonymous with the term ’enclosure structure’, ‘fenc-
ing’, ‘trellis’, ’hoarding’, ‘fencing’, ’paling’, ’palisade’,
‘fence’, and refers to one or more garden fences, which
are mainly arranged in a predetermined, closed or open
geometry. The enclosure can thus define a separation
between two ground surfaces and/or partially or com-
pletely enclose a ground surface.

[0022] The term ’picket’ should be understood as syn-
onymous with the term ’pole’, 'stick’, 'stake’, 'bar’, 'post’,
rail’, and refers to a thin, elongated, usually cylindrical
wire, preferably a coated steel wire or a steel wire made
of stainless steel.

[0023] The term 'cross-wire’ should be understood as
synonymous with the term 'crossbeam’ and refers to a
generally thin, cylindrical rod on which several pickets
are attached, for instance by thermal welding, wherein
the cross-slat is oriented mainly in the transverse direc-
tion with respect to said pickets. Thus, a frame is ob-
tained. Preferably, said cross-slat comprises a coated
steel wire or a steel wire made of stainless steel.
[0024] The term 'frame’ should be understood as syn-
onymous with the term ‘garden wire mesh’, ‘framework’,
‘grid’, and refers to the assembled set of pickets with
cross-slats. Said frame can be fixed upright in a ground
by means of one or more piles, which are atleast partially
anchored in the ground. Alternatively, said frame can be
fixed against a wall.

[0025] The term ’slat’ should be understood as a pre-
dominantly beam-shaped object with a length, width and
depth, wherein in the longitudinal direction the slat is
bounded by a first, lower and a second, upper end. Pref-
erably, said slat is hollow with an open base and upper
surface; this means that the first, lower and the second,
upper end comprise an open surface, which describes
the internal cavity of the slat.

[0026] The term ‘clamping element’ should be under-
stood as synonymous with the term ’support bracket’ and
inthe context of the presentinvention refers to atransition
element connecting element suitable for fixing a slat rel-
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ative to a frame. Said clamping element preferably com-
prises (i) a support base or support part and (ii) a sus-
pension part or hook-shaped part. Support base and sus-
pension part are preferably connected to each other by
means of a transition bridge which is designed as a com-
mon wall with a first side facing the support base and a
second side facing the suspension part. Said support
base should be understood as a supporting surface on
which a slat can be placed.

[0027] The term ‘frame’ should be understood as syn-
onymous with the term'garden fence’, framework’, ‘grid’,
and refers to the assembled set of pickets with cross-
slats. Said frame can be fixed upright in a ground by
means of one or more piles, which are at least partially
anchored in the ground. Alternatively, said frame can be
fixed against a wall.

[0028] In afirst aspect, the present invention provides
a kit suitable for assembling a garden fence made up of
(i) a wire grid formed by interconnected longitudinal wires
and cross-wires and (ii) a series of slats which can be
provided longitudinally between the longitudinal wires in
said wire grid, said kit comprising:

- aseries of slats with a length L,

- aseriesof support brackets for suspending said slats
from said cross-wires,

- two or more top profile segments with a length Lp,
where the length L is smaller than the length L, and

- oneormore connecting elements for, in use, aligning
a first top profile segment with an adjacent, second
top profile segment.

[0029] Because top profile segments with a shorter
length are provided in comparison with said slats and in
comparison with top profiles according to the prior art,
the curvature of the top profile as a result of the action
of the sun and/or varying temperatures is limited. As a
result, the visual aspect of the garden fence is preserved
during varying seasons with widely varying tempera-
tures.

[0030] A top profile composed of different aligned top
profile segments, interconnected with connecting ele-
ments, has the additional advantage that different lengths
of top profile can be provided without these lengths hav-
ing to be produced as a separate top profile.

[0031] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a kit according to the first aspect of the
invention, wherein said connecting elements are provid-
ed with an external diameter corresponding to an internal
diameter of said top profile segments. This offers the ad-
vantage that a part of the connecting elements can po-
sition themselves in a recess with an internal diameter
atone end of afirst top profile segment, while an opposite
part of the connecting elements is situated in a recess
with an internal diameter at one end of a second, aligned
top profile segment, and thus fix and align the two top
profile segments with respect to each other. This creates
the visual impression that the top profile segments form
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a single top profile.

[0032] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a kit according to the first aspect of the
invention, wherein said connecting elements are provid-
ed as longitudinal elements with a length L, and wherein
said connecting elements are provided with a marking
halfway along said length L,, The marking makes it pos-
sible to provide a visual inspection to the installer during
installation or journaling of the connecting element in a
recess of afirst top profile segment. Thus, the connecting
element can be journaled halfway in the first top profile
segment, and the opposite part of the connecting element
canbe journaled in asecond, aligned top profile segment.
[0033] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a kit according to the first aspect of the
invention, said marking being provided as a local widen-
ing of said connecting element. Such local widening of-
fers the advantage that said connecting element is more
firmly enclosed in the recess of the constituent top profile
segments. In this way, it is ensured that the connecting
element remains located at the location provided for this
purpose, also during use of the garden fence. In this way,
the top profile segments also remain aligned during the
use of the garden fence, which contributes to a good
visual aspect.

[0034] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a kit according to the first aspect of the
invention, wherein said connecting elements and said
top profile segments comprise one or more pigments,
and wherein the pigments in said connecting elements
are different from the pigments in said top profile seg-
ments. The colour difference due to the use of different
pigments makes it possible to provide a visual inspection
to the installer during installation or journaling of the con-
necting element in a recess of a first top profile segment.
[0035] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a kit according to the first aspect of the
invention, wherein said connecting elements having a V-
shaped cross-section, wherein top angle o of said V-
shaped cross-section is preferably between 45° and
100°. Preferably said top angle a is between 60° and 90°.
This offers the advantage that said connecting element
can be enclosed both in the horizontal and in the vertical
direction in the recesses provided in the constituent top
profile segments. In this way a better clamping is ob-
tained, and a better connection is ensured between the
constituent top profile segments. In addition, the top an-
gle offers additional structural strength in the transverse
direction of the connecting elementiitself, so that bending
forces on the composite top profile can be better ab-
sorbed.

[0036] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a kit according to the first aspect of the
invention, wherein said connecting element has a nom-
inal width Ln and the connecting element is provided half-
way along the length with a fixing element (31), with a
width on the fixing element Lc, where Lc is greater than
Ln.
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[0037] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a kit according to the first aspect of the
invention, wherein said connecting element has a nom-
inal width Ln and the connecting element is provided half-
way along the length with a fixing element (31), with a
width on the fixing element Lc, wherein Lc is greater than
Ln. Furthermore, the fixing element comprises a gradual
transition between Ln and Lc. Here, Lc is thus the max-
imum width along the fixing element 31. The gradual tran-
sition has the advantage of easier fitting and clamping of
the connecting element.

[0038] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a kit according to the first aspect of the
invention, wherein said connecting element has a nom-
inal width Ln and the connecting element is provided half-
way along the length with a clamping element (32), with
a width on the clamping element Li, where Li is greater
thanLn.Ina preferred embodiment, the presentinvention
provides a kitaccording to the first aspect of the invention,
wherein said connecting element is made of polyvinyl
chloride.

[0039] Preferably, the ratio of the length of a top profile
segment to the length of a slat is less than 1.0. The ratio
of the length of the top profile segment to the length of
the slats is between 0.6 and 1.0, preferably between 0.8
and 1.

[0040] This ratio of the length of a top profile segment
and the length of a slat ensures that the slats and cross-
profile parts are approximately the same length. This en-
sures the possibility of packaging the kit completely in
one package. Furthermore, this also means that the slats
and cross-profiles can be packed together, without the
package having a lot of free volume. Keeping the free
volume at a minimum has several functions. Firstly, it is
an extra cost, a volume that is always transported and
stored with no additional functionality. Secondly, more
free volume is usually accompanied by more freedom of
movement of the packaged goods. This freedom of
movement allows the slats and cross-profiles to rub over
each other. With sudden movements of the packaging,
damage will also occur more quickly if the articles can
move.

[0041] In an embodiment, the clamping elements
and/or the fixing elements are more elastic and/or plas-
tically deformable than the rest of the connecting ele-
ment. This can be achieved, among other things, with
the help of plasticisers, which are additives that adjust
the deformability of the plastics. Furthermore, copoly-
mers, composites or other materials can also be used.
In another embodiment, the clamping elements and/or
the fixing elements are partially or completely made of a
natural or synthetic rubber. In another embodiment, the
clamping elements and/or fixing elements are made of
styrene-butadiene copolymer. Deformable clamping el-
ements allow connecting closely connecting connecting
elements and top profile segments, without the risk that
they do not fit or just do not fit sufficiently, given the de-
formability of the clamping elements and/or fixing ele-
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ments.
[0042] In a second aspect, the present invention pro-
vides a packaging comprising:

- aseries of slats with alength L,

- aseriesof supportbrackets for suspending said slats
from said cross-wires,

- two or more top profile segments with a length Lp,
where the length L is smaller thanthe length L , and

- oneormore connecting elements for, in use, aligning
a first top profile segment with an adjacent, second
top profile segment.

[0043] Because top profile segments with a shorter
length are provided in comparison with said slats, the
length of the packaging can be limited, whereby the emp-
ty volume of the packaging is considerably reduced in
comparison with the packaging according to the prior art.
[0044] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a package according to the second aspect
of the invention, said package comprising at least a first
and a second compartment, said first compartment being
suitable for comprising said series of slats and said two
or more top profile segments, and wherein said second
compartmentis suitable for comprising said series of sup-
port brackets and said one or more connecting elements,
and wherein said firstand second compartments are sep-
arated by means of a dividing wall. The packaging meets
basic aspects such as providing protection against pos-
sible damage during transport and simplifying the trans-
port of a quantity of individual items. This offers the ad-
vantage that the slats and top profile segments can be
compactly stacked in said first compartment of the pack-
age, so that the occupied volume can be maximally lim-
ited. This is advantageous during storage and transport
of the package.

[0045] In a preferred embodiment the present inven-
tion provides a package according to the second aspect
of the invention, wherein said first compartmentis formed
by a bottom surface with upright walls for enclosing a first
end of said slats, and wherein said bottom surface forms
the dividing wall with said second compartment.

[0046] In a preferred embodiment, the present inven-
tion provides a package according to the second aspect
of the invention, said first and second compartments of
said package being formed by a first part of the package,
and wherein the second opposite end of said slats are
enclosed by a second part of the package, which second
part of said package at least partially encloses said first
part. By providing the second compartment in line with
the first compartment, a double bottom is provided. This
offers the advantage that the double bottom offers addi-
tional protection to the slats and the top profile segments
in the first compartment of the package. Thus, damage
to the slats and the top profile segments is additionally
limited. Furthermore, this package is advantageous
when installing the kit, since a part can serve as collector
for the slats and top profile segments.
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[0047] In athird aspect, the present invention provides
for the storage of a plurality of kits according to the first
aspect of the invention and/or packages according to the
second aspect of the invention in a storage space. By
providing a smaller package, the efficiency of storage in
said storage space is considerably increased. A shorter
package has a similar effect when storing a multitude of
kits. For example, a short package can be stacked in a
particular volume in more ways.

[0048] In a fourth aspect, the present invention pro-
vides for the transport of a plurality of kits according to
the first aspect of the invention and/or packages accord-
ing to the second aspect of the invention in a loading
volume. By providing a smaller package, the efficiency
of transport in said loading volume is considerably in-
creased. Furthermore, more options for transportation
are available since the package is considerably shorter
than the packages according to the prior art.

EXAMPLES

[0049] Theinvention will now be further elucidated with
reference to the following examples, without, however,
being limited thereto.

1. Kit

[0050] Figure1shows avisual barrier or gardenfence.
The example concerns a kit for the application of a visual
barrier 1 in an existing wire grid 2, consisting of pickets
3 and cross-wires 4. This kit contains garden slats 5,
nose profiles 8, top profile segments 21a, 21b, connect-
ing elements 30 and support brackets 13. At their lower
end 12, the slats 5 are supported by a support bracket
13. At their upper end, the slats 5, together with the wire
grid 2, are clamped by the top profile segments 21a, 21b.
The top profile segments can be journaled with the con-
necting element at the coupling location 7.

[0051] Thetop profile segments, gardenslats and nose
profiles can be produced by means of extrusion. The
brackets and connecting elements can be produced by
means of injection moulding. All the above-mentioned
parts are made of PVC, but different additives were used,
including different pigments and plasticisers. The con-
necting elements are orange or red, in contrast to the
slats, top profile segments and nose profile segments,
which are produced in different variants of grey, green,
blue, brown and black. The contrasting colours offer clar-
ity in the installation of the kit.

2. Top profile segments

[0052] Figure 2A and 2B show in detail how the top
profile segments 21a, 21b are journaled with the aid of
the connecting element 30. Adjacent top profile seg-
ments 21a, 21b are journaled according to the invention
with the aid of a connecting element 30. The top profile
segment is an elongated segment with a U-shaped pro-
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file. This U-profile comprises a base 25, with an upright
side 24 at each end, so that a semi-open volume is de-
fined. Within this volume, various ribs 22a, 22b, 22c are
arranged symmetrically along both upright sides. The ribs
22a, 22b, 22c, sides 24 and the base 25 again define
half-open volumes, the volume with the ribs closest to
the base 22a defining an internal compartment for the
journaling of the connecting element 30. The internal di-
mensions of this internal compartment correspond to the
external dimensions of the ends of the connecting ele-
ment.

3. Connecting element

[0053] The connecting element, two embodiments of
which are shown in figure 3A and 3B, is an elongated
element with a V-shaped profile. The connecting element
has a nominal width Ln. The connecting element 30 has
a fixing element 31 halfway along, the fixing element be-
ing characterised by the external dimensions Lc of the
connecting element, which are larger than the internal
dimensions of the connecting element Ln. Thus, when
fixing two top profile segments with the connecting ele-
ment, the fixing element will ensure that the components
tighten sufficiently to 31. Furthermore, the fixing element
ensures that the installer can easily journal the connect-
ing element halfway along the first top profile segment.

[0054] Clamping elements 32 are also provided along
both ends, with a width Li greater than Ln. These clamp-
ing elements also ensure a better journaling between the
connecting elements and the top profile segments.

4. Package

[0055] The package in which this kitis packed is shown
in figure 4A. The package consists of two parts, a first
40 and a second 41. The first comprises a base area with
contiguous, upright side faces along the perimeter of the
base area, thus defining an internal volume with an open-
ing. Furthermore, the first partis provided with a label 43.
[0056] The structure of the second part41, in particular
the second volume 42, is further elaborated in figure 5A
and 5B. The second part 41 comprises a dividing wall
45 with contiguous, upright side faces along the perim-
eter of the base area, along both sides of the dividing
wall. Thus, two different internal volumes are defined with
an opening: a first and a second volume. The second
volume 42 is the separate volume in which the brackets
and connecting elements are packaged. The first volume
comprises a first end of said garden slats 5, nose profiles
8 and top profile segments 21a, 21b. The second part
40 comprises the opposite end of said garden slats 5,
nose profiles 8 and top profile segments 21a, 21b.

[0057] The second part 41 consists of a dividing wall
45 provided with four walls 46a, 46b, 48, 53. Each of
these walls has a depth D. These walls are folded in the
same direction to form a drawer, after which this drawer
is folded in the second part 41. The result is shown in
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Figure 5B.

[0058] This second volume 42 can be covered with the
aid of sealing faces 47a, 47b. These sealing faces 47a,
47b are provided with a notch 51a, 51b. Finally, there is
a lid 49, with the same dimensions as the dividing wall
45, so that the lid completely closes the second volume.
Furthermore, this lid 49, opposite the connection with the
second part 41, has areinforcing wall 52 having the same
dimensions as the walls 46 of the dividing wall. This re-
inforcing wall 52 ensures firmness when closing the sec-
ond volume. The reinforcing wall 52 is provided with a
closure 44b. Furthermore, one of the walls 46 is also
provided with a closure 44a. These closures 44a, 44b
can be used to seal the package for a longer period, such
as during transport.

5. Alternative fixing element

[0059] A second example is a kit as described above,
in which the connecting element 30 is replaced by an
alternative connecting element 30’ for use in the kit ac-
cording to example 1. The kit contains garden slats 5,
nose profiles 8, top profile segments 21a, 21b, connect-
ing elements 30’ and support brackets 13.

[0060] The alternative embodiment of the connecting
element 30 is shown in Figure 6A and 6B. Said connect-
ing element is an elongated element with an isosceles
triangle as a profile. This connecting element can be of
solid construction, but can, however, be of hollow con-
struction. Inthe presentexample, the connecting element
is hollow. The connecting element consists of a single,
deformed wall made of polyvinyl chloride, which is pro-
vided with a closure along the ends. These closures in-
crease the strength of the connecting element, making
itless easily deformed. This leads to anincreased tension
between the connecting element and the top profile seg-
ments in use. The connecting element is provided with
a fixing element 31’. This fixing element is a protrusion
of the connecting element. Each of the three ribs is pro-
vided with this protrusion.

[0061] The connecting element has a nominal width
Ln. The connecting element 30’ has a fixing element 31’
halfway along, the fixing element being characterised by
the external dimensions Lc of the connecting element,
which are larger than the internal dimensions of the con-
necting element Ln. These dimensions are measured
along the base of the isosceles triangle, the base being
the opposite side with respect to the angle with equal
legs. The fixing element 31’ in this embodiment has a
gradual transition between Ln and Lc. This is advanta-
geous for mounting the connecting element on a top pro-
file segment. Clamping elements 32’ are also provided
along both ends, with a width Li greater than Ln. These
clamping elements also ensure a better fixing of the con-
necting elements and the top profile segments.

[0062] The V-shaped connecting elements 30 accord-
ing to the foregoing example, have the advantage that
they are partially pliable in the corner of the V-shape.
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This allows the degree of clamping between the connect-
ing element and the top profile segments 21a, 21b to be
corrected to a certain extent.

[0063] The single-walled, isosceles connecting ele-
ment 30’ is only very slightly deformable. However, this
ensures a very tight-fitting clamping of the connecting
element with the top profile segments 21a, 21b, resulting
in a stronger composite top profile.

Claims

1. Akitsuitable forassembling agardenfence (1) made
up of (i) a wire grid (2) formed by interconnected
longitudinal wires (3) and cross-wires (4) and (ii) a
series of slats (5) which can be provided longitudi-
nally between the longitudinal wires in said wire grid
(3), said kit comprising:

- a series of slats with a length L,

- a series of support brackets for suspending
said slats from said cross-wires,

- two or more top profile segments (21a, 21b)
with a length Lp, where the length L is smaller
than the length L, and

- one or more connecting elements (30) for, in
use, aligning a first top profile segment with an
adjacent, second top profile segment.

2. Kit according to claim 1, wherein said connecting
elements are provided with an external diameter cor-
responding to an internal diameter of said top profile
segments.

3. Kitaccordingto claim 1 or 2, wherein said connecting
elements are provided as longitudinal elements with
a length L, and wherein said connecting elements
are provided with a marking halfway along said
length Ly,

4. Kitaccordingto claim 3, wherein said marking is pro-
vided as alocal widening of said connecting element.

5. Kitaccording to at least one of claims 1 to 4, wherein
said connecting elements (30, 30’) are provided with
a gradual transition from at least a terminal end hav-
ing a transverse dimension Ln to a central section
having a transverse dimension Lc, wherein Lcis larg-
er than Ln.

6. Kitaccordingto atleast one of claims 1to 5, wherein
said connecting elements and said top profile seg-
ments comprise one or more pigments, and wherein
the pigments in said connecting elements are differ-
ent from the pigments in said top profile segments.

7. Kitaccording to at least one of claims 1 to 6, wherein
said connecting elements have a V-shaped cross-
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section, wherein top angle o of said V-shaped cross-
section is preferably between 45° and 100°.

Kit according to at least one of claims 1 to 7, wherein
said connecting element has a nominal width Ln and
the connecting element is provided halfway along
the length with a fixing element (31), with a width on
the fixing element Lc, wherein Lc is greater than Ln.

Kit according to at least one of claims 1 to 8, wherein
said connecting element has a nominal width Ln and
the connecting element is provided halfway along
the length with a clamping element (32), with a width
on the clamping element Li, where Li is greater than
Ln.

A package comprising:

- a series of slats with a length L,

- a series of support brackets for suspending
said slats from said cross-wires,

- two or more top profile segments (21a, 21b)
with a length Lp, where the length L is smaller
than the length L, and

- one or more connecting elements (30) for, in
use, aligning a first top profile segment with an
adjacent, second top profile segment.

Package according to claim 10, said package com-
prising at least a first and a second compartment,
said first compartment being suitable for comprising
said series of slats and said two or more top profile
segments, and wherein said second compartment
is suitable for comprising said series of support
brackets and said one or more connecting elements,
and wherein said first and second compartments are
separated by means of a dividing wall.

Package according to claim 11, wherein said first
compartment is formed by a bottom surface with up-
right walls for enclosing a first end of said slats, and
wherein said bottom surface forms the dividing wall
with said second compartment.

Package according to claim 12, said first and second
compartments of said package being formed by a
first part of the package, and wherein the second
opposite end of said slats are enclosed by a second
part of the package, which second part of said pack-
age at least partially encloses said first part.

Storage of a plurality of kits according to at least one
of claims 1 to 9 and/or packages according to atleast
one of claims 10 to 13 in a storage space.

Transport of a plurality of kits according to at least
one of claims 1 to 9 and/or packages according to
at least one of claims 10 to 13 in a loading volume.
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