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(54)  Shower base

(57) A shower base (1) is provided, which consists of inflatable sanitary equipment defining a main plane (1a) and
alongitudinal axis (1b) and comprising side edges (2) which are skewed with respect to the main plane (1a), a supporting
surface (3) parallel to the main plane (1a), contained within the side edges (2) and comprising a plurality of inner chambers
(30), wherein the inner chambers (30) comprise at least a first valve (31), each of the pneumatic type and adapted to
regulate the passage of air between the inner chamber (30) and the outside, wherein the shower base (1) comprises at
least a second valve (4) adapted to regulate the passage of fluid between the supporting surface (3) and the outside,
wherein the inner chambers (30) extend along the supporting surface (3) so as to vary the inclination of the supporting
surface (30) in a continuous manner along the longitudinal direction (1b) and to channel a fluid along a second plane
(3a) which is skewed with respect to the main plane (1a) defined by the supporting surface (3), wherein the supporting
surface (3) comprises a plurality of channels (31) extending along the second plane (3a) along the longitudinal direction
(1b) on the supporting surface (3) and each connected to a drain hole (32) arranged at the straight line defined by the
incidence of the planes (1a,3a), and wherein the drain holes (32) are in fluidic through connection with the second valve (4).
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a shower base
of the type specified in the preamble of the first claim.
[0002] A device havingthe same purpose, but different
characteristics, is described in patent application JP-A-
000H06292696.

[0003] As is known, the washing of hospitalized pa-
tients or elderly or other subjects affected by physical
disablement or disability is difficult and requires author-
ized or trained personnel.

[0004] An example of the complexity of this activity is
given by the procedures that are implemented in hospi-
tals.

[0005] In detail, a nurse must be generally provided
with a double-decker trolley, a bedside table, personal
towels, a bath towel, liquid neutral soap, disposable mit-
tens, a basin, three jugs, a thermometer, two bedpans,
aurinal, an incontinence pad if necessary, a kidney dish,
saline, plasters, ether, vaseline oil, for example, if the
person has a nasogastric tube, and what is needed for
manicure and pedicure.

[0006] At least a receptacle for waste from the dirty
laundry and disposable gloves must also be added to the
above list.

[0007] Ifshavingis also provided, itis essential to have
a brush, shaving lather, disposable razor blades and var-
ious containers.

[0008] It is also essential to use a screen to ensure
patient privacy if there is more than one inpatient.
[0009] The operators in charge must then position the
screen and place a clean chair at the end of the bed.
[0010] In order to position the patient, it is generally
possible to lower the bed to a suitable height that provides
good operativeness and then lower the head of the bed,
if it is raised, the patient’s health conditions permitting.
[0011] Itis also necessary to remove the sheets from
the end and the whole upper linen, remove the bedspread
and blanket separately folding them and putting them on
the chair if they can be reused; when it is appropriate, it
is useful to place the bedside table in front of the patient
so astoallow both the patient and the operator to proceed
smoothly.

[0012] Before washing,itis therefore necessaryto pre-
pare warm water in a basin that is positioned on the table,
place the towel on the chest above the top sheet, moisten
a mitten to wash the patient’s face by moving from the
forehead, cheeks, chin, face and eyes.

[0013] The described prior art has a few major draw-
backs.

[0014] In particular, an operator is forced to perform a
multitude of activities with a plurality of specific instru-
ments that increase the difficulty and time for washing a
patient.

[0015] In addition, the washing is generally carried out
in bed and, therefore, due to partial washing or human
error, bacterial proliferation can occur with consequent
increase in the chance of infection.
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[0016] A further drawback is that for any other equip-
ment, such as the known equipment in hospital baths, to
be reached, the patient must be moved.

[0017] Lastly, the washings conceived at the current
state of the art may be uncomfortable and cause injury
to patients during washing.

[0018] In this context, the technical task underlying the
present invention is to devise a shower base, which is
capable of substantially obviating at least some of the
above-mentioned drawbacks.

[0019] Within the scope of said technical task, a major
object of the invention is to obtain a shower base, which
is capable of reducing the number of instruments and
actions an operator must perform to wash a patient.
[0020] Another important object of the invention is to
provide a shower base, which is simplified and easily
movable and usable by a patient.

[0021] In conclusion, a further aim of the invention is
to provide a shower base that reduces or eliminates any
injury to a patient during the washing step and cuts down
proliferation of the bacterial flora.

[0022] The technical task and the specified objects are
achieved by means of a shower base as claimed in the
appended claim 1. Preferred embodiments are described
in the dependent claims.

[0023] The features and advantages of the invention
will be apparent from the detailed description of preferred
embodiments of the invention, with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1a shows a top view of a shower base according
to the invention;

Fig. 1b is a sectional side view of a shower base
according to the invention;

Fig. 2 is a detail of the drain holes of a shower base
according to the invention;

Fig. 3 shows a drain valve of a shower base accord-
ing to the invention;

Fig. 4a shows a sectional rear view of a shower base
according to the invention;

Fig. 4b shows a sectional front view of a shower
base according to the invention;

Fig. 5a shows the stretching system of a shower
base according to the invention, with the shower
base in the closed configuration;

Fig. 5b shows the stretching system of a shower
base according to the invention, with the shower
base in the open configuration;

Fig. 6 is a top view of a covering surface of a shower
base according to the invention;

Fig. 7 shows a third drain valve of a covering surface
according to the invention;

Fig. 8 is a side view of the water collector for the
shower base included in the washing kit;

Fig. 9 is a two-way water pipe included in the wash-
ing kit;

Fig. 10 represents washing means included in the
washing kit; and
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Fig. 11 shows a hot and cold water mixer included
in the washing kit.

[0024] Inthe presentdocument, the measures, values,
shapes and geometric references (such as perpendicu-
larity and parallelism), when associated with terms like
"about" or other similar terms such as "almost" or "sub-
stantially", are to be understood as unless measurement
errors or inaccuracies due to production and/or manu-
facturing defects and, especially, unless a slight differ-
ence from the value, measure, shape, or geometric ref-
erence with which it is associated. For example, these
terms, if associated with a value, preferably indicate a
difference not exceeding 10% of the value itself.

[0025] Furthermore, when used, terms such as "first",
"second", "higher", "lower", "main" and "secondary" do
not necessarily identify an order, a priority relationship
or a relative position, but can simply be used to distin-
guish more clearly the different components from each
other.

[0026] The measurementsandthe datareportedin this
text are to be considered, unless otherwise indicated, as
carried out in the International Standard Atmosphere
ICAO (ISO 2533).

[0027] With reference to the Figures, the shower base
according to the invention is indicated as a whole with
number 1.

[0028] The shower base 1 preferably comprises inflat-
able sanitary equipment, i.e. it substantially comprises a
small bed comprising at least one inflatable surface
adapted to support users mainly during their washing by
healthcare professionals.

[0029] The showerbase 1 defines a main plane 1a and
a longitudinal axis 1b.

[0030] The main plane 1a is preferably defined by the
plane on which the shower base 1 rests. Therefore, it
corresponds to the bottom of the shower base 1.
[0031] The longitudinal axis is preferably defined by
the direction of greatest extension of the shower base 1.
[0032] Preferably, it coincides with the direction along
which the users who use the shower base lie and there-
fore coincides with the axis along which the users lie.
[0033] The shower base 1 also comprises side edges
2 and a supporting surface 3.

[0034] The side edges 2 preferably comprise cham-
bers adapted to contain air, and therefore may comprise
at least one valve for introducing and removing air there-
in/therefrom.

[0035] The side edges 2 may thus be in one piece or
may comprise a plurality of different portions and cham-
bers.

[0036] They may be on two different levels and com-
prise portions 3 used as a headrest for a user, or the like.
[0037] The side edges 2 also preferably comprise grip
handles designed to allow easy gripping of the shower
base 1 by a user.

[0038] Thesside edges 2 are preferably arranged along
the entire perimeter of the supporting surface 3 and are
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therefore designed to surround and delimit the supporting
surface 3.

[0039] Therefore, the side edges 2 substantially form
a frame. This frame may have a height of 30 cm and, if
a headrest is present, areas with a height of 35 cm. How-
ever, these dimensions are solely illustrative and not lim-
itative.

[0040] The materials of the side edges 2, as well as of
the supporting surface 3 and of the parts composing them
may also be of different types.

[0041] Preferably, they are made of PVC or vinyl, but
rubber or other materials could also be used.

[0042] Therefore, the supporting surface 3 is prefera-
bly contained within the side edges 2. It is contained on
the inside along the main plane 1a. Moreover, the sup-
porting surface 3 is preferably at least partially parallel
to the main plane 1a. Typically, it is parallel to the main
plane 1a atthe bottom of the supporting surface 3 forming
part of the bottom of the internal shower base 1.

[0043] The supporting surface 3 may comprise any
material and preferably comprises a PVC sheet in the
lower portion, i.e. at the bottom, designed to come into
contact with an external supporting surface, such as for
example acommon bed, an operating room table or other
medical devices.

[0044] The supporting surface 3 comprises a plurality
of inner chambers 30.

[0045] Theseinnerchambers 30 may be separate from
each other or in one piece and divided and separately
distinguishable only by their shapes.

[0046] Preferably, the inner chambers comprise a first
valve 36.

[0047] The first valve 36 is, for example, a valve of a
known type occurring in beach airbeds.

[0048] In general, the first valve 36 is preferably of the
pneumatic type and adapted to regulate the passage of
air between the inner chamber 30 and the outside.
[0049] As said, the inner chambers 30 may be in fluidic
through connection and, therefore, may all be connected
to a single first valve 36.

[0050] Alternatively, each inner chamber 30 can have
its own first valve 36 separately.

[0051] The first valve 36, as well as the possible valve
on the side edges 2, are preferably adapted to ensure
air flow rates of 100-115 Kg to the shower base 1.
[0052] Theinnerchambers 30 preferably extend along
the supporting surface 3 so as to vary the inclination of
at least part of the supporting surface 3 in a continuous
manner along the longitudinal direction 1b.

[0053] Inparticular, the inner chambers 30 allow a fluid
to be channelled along a second plane 3a, which is
skewed with respect to the main plane 1a defined by the
supporting surface 3.

[0054] The second plane 3ais thus a plane incident to
the main plane 1a.

[0055] More specifically, the supporting surface 3 com-
prises a plurality of channels 31 extending along the lon-
gitudinal direction 1b on the supporting surface 3.
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[0056] Preferably, the channels 31 are grooves de-
fined along the supporting surface 3 and adapted to chan-
nel a fluid into a predetermined portion.

[0057] These grooves can have, for example, a depth
of 2 cm, but could have different depths and inclinations.
[0058] Preferably,the channels 31 are each connected
to a drain hole 32.

[0059] The drain hole 32 is preferably a through cavity
arranged along the channels 31 and, in particular, pref-
erably arranged along the straight line defined by the
incidence of the planes 1a,3a.

[0060] All drain holes 32 are preferably aligned along
said incident straight line.

[0061] Ina preferred configuration, the inner chambers
30 extend side by side along the longitudinal axis 1b and
each have sections perpendicular to the longitudinal axis
1b so as to provide a plane parallel to the second plane
3a and inclined with respect to the main plane 1a.
[0062] This last sentence means that the inner cham-
bers 30, once inflated, provide a support portion for the
user, which is substantially inclined.

[0063] Infact, the inner chambers can be, forexample,
cylindrical and may have variable sections with increas-
ing diameters starting from the area defined by the drain
holes 32.

[0064] Preferably, the drain holes 32 are located in an
area where the supporting surface 3 has a lower thick-
ness with respect to the most distant thicker area.
[0065] For example, the supporting surface may have
athickness adapted to passin a continuous manner from
7 cm in the area of the drain holes 32 to 14 cm in the
most distant area.

[0066] Typically, the area of the holes is the area de-
signed to accommodate the feet of a user, while the dis-
tant area is designed to accommodate the head.
[0067] Moreover, considering the preferred configura-
tion, the channels 31 are grooves defined by the space
comprised between the adjacent inner chambers 30. Al-
ternatively, however, the inner chambers 30 may have a
constant section and the fluid may be channelled only by
the channels 31.

[0068] In this case, the inner chambers 30 would only
allow variation of the inclination of the portion of space
comprised between two inner chambers 30, i.e. the chan-
nels 31 would be portions of space extending over the
second plane 3a between two adjacent inner chambers
30 and defining a plane parallel, at the surface, to the
main plane 1a.

[0069] Furthermore, in the area of the drain holes 32,
the channels 31 preferably comprise a diverging portion
31a.

[0070] The diverging portion 31a is a channel part oc-
curring in the area of the drain holes 32 diverging into
the second plane 3a so as to create fluid collection basins
at the drain holes 32.

[0071] Preferably, the shower base 1 also comprises
a second valve 4.

[0072] The second valve 4 is preferably in fluidic
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through connection with the supporting surface 3.
[0073] It may be of any type and is suitable to allow a
fluid to be discharged in a controlled manner from its
interior.

[0074] For example, the second valve 4 can be a tap.
In addition, it can be an independent valve adapted to
allow the fluid to be delivered to external containers, or
it may be connected to a house drain of a known type.
[0075] Preferably, each drain hole 32 is in fluidic
through connection with the second valve 4.

[0076] Preferably, each drain hole 32 is adapted to be
arranged in fluidic through connection with the second
valve via discharge means 40.

[0077] The discharge means 40 are preferably adapt-
ed to convey the fluid to the same valve 40.

[0078] In particular, they comprise, for each drain hole
32, at least one connector 41 and a discharge pipe 42.
[0079] Preferably, the connector41is non-deformable.
This deformation is neither elastically nor plastically al-
lowed.

[0080] The connector 41 is therefore substantially a
siphon suitable for collecting fluid.

[0081] Moreover, the connector 41 is preferably
shaped complementarily to a respective drain hole 32.
In this way, the connector 41 can be coupled firmly to the
drain hole 32 so as to allow a fluid to flow therein.
[0082] Preferably, moreover, the connector 41 is
adapted to convey the fluid into the drain holes 32 along
a discharge direction 4a.

[0083] Thedischargedirection4ais preferably perpen-
dicular to the main plane 1a. This allows the fluid to flow
by gravity into the discharge means 40.

[0084] However, the discharge direction 4a can be
changed once the fluid is beyond the supporting surface
3 and the area of the drain holes 32.

[0085] Preferably, indeed, the connectors 41 are sub-
stantially L-shaped so as to direct the fluid along the dis-
charge direction 4a perpendicular to the main plane 1a
when the fluid is in the area of the drain holes 32 and is
passing the supporting surface 3, and parallel to the main
plane 1a when the fluid is beyond the supporting surface
3.

[0086] However, simple solutions may be provided in
which a rigid, cylindrical sleeve is arranged inside the
drain holes and the discharge direction 4a is again per-
pendicular to the main plane 1a.

[0087] The discharge pipe 42 is preferably elastically
deformable. In addition, it connects the connector 41 and
the second valve 4.

[0088] In addition to the above, the supporting surface
3 may also comprise a single portion, or it may be divided
into a plurality of portions.

[0089] It can comprise a first portion 34, a second por-
tion 35 and an auxiliary portion 33.

[0090] In particular, each of the portions 34,35,33 may
comprise inner chambers 30 and may have the charac-
teristics of the supporting surface 3 as previously de-
scribed, i.e. the inner chambers 30 may be in fluidic
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through connection or separate and preferably extend
along the longitudinal axis 1b and be arranged side by
side so as to form the grooves forming the channels 31.
[0091] Preferably, the auxiliary portion 33 is designed
to separate the supporting surface 3 into the first portion
34 and the second portion 35.

[0092] Furthermore, the auxiliary portion 33 may de-
fine two different configurations of the shower base 1: an
open configuration and a closed configuration.

[0093] Inparticular, inthe closed configuration, the first
portion 34 and second portion 35 are adjacent and mu-
tually detachably constrained.

[0094] In the open configuration, instead, the first por-
tion 34 and second portion 35 are not adjacent and are
separated by the auxiliary portion 33.

[0095] The auxiliary portion can therefore comprise a
foldable sheet extending between the first portion 34 and
the second portion 35 and adapted to allow the realization
of the closed configuration when the sheet is folded be-
tween the first portion 34 and the second portion 35 so
as not to occupy any space on the supporting surface 3.
[0096] Forexample, the sheetcan be folded in the low-
er portion of the supporting surface 3, and the portions
34,35 can be mutually fastened by means of Velcro or
other constraints that can be easily resolved.

[0097] In the open configuration, instead, the sheet is
tensioned and separates the first portion 34 and the sec-
ond portion 35 so as to allow the stretching of the sup-
porting surface 3.

[0098] The side edges 2 can also be divided into sep-
arate portions and comprise an auxiliary portion so as to
allow a simultaneous stretching integral with the support-
ing surface 3.

[0099] This auxiliary portion 33 allows the supporting
surface 3 to stretch along the longitudinal axis 1b. There-
fore, the shower base 1 allows users of different heights
to lie on the supporting surface 3.

[0100] Preferably, the supporting surface 3 has a lon-
gitudinal length comprised between 190 cm, in the closed
configuration, and 210 cm, in the open configuration.
[0101] Inadditiontothe above,the showerbase 1com-
prises a covering surface 5.

[0102] The covering surface 5 is preferably available
over the supporting surface 3 so as to entirely cover the
area defined by the supporting surface 3.

[0103] It preferably comprises a water-repellent sheet
and third valves 50.

[0104] The water-repellent sheet is preferably of the
type known in the healthcare sector and is stain-resistant
and washable.

[0105] Itcan have differentsizes dependingon the size
of the respective supporting surface 3. For example, it
can have a length of from 190 cm to 210 cm, and a width
of 90 cm if the supporting surface 3 is 90 cm wide.
[0106] The covering surface 5 may also have dimen-
sions smaller than the supporting surface 3 and may also
be stretched integrally with the supporting surface 3.
[0107] In addition, the covering surface 5 may be
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shaped complementarily to the supporting surface 3.
[0108] The third valves 50 are preferably adapted to
be engaged inside the drain holes 32 so as to prevent
the fluid from spilling on the supporting surface 3.
[0109] Preferably, the third valves can be housed in-
side the connector 4. For example, they may be shaped
complementarily thereto, or be insertable.

[0110] The third valves 50 preferably each comprise a
collection bag 51 and control means 52.

[0111] The collection bag 51 is preferably tubular and
suitable to convey the fluid from the covering surface 5
to the discharge pipe 42.

[0112] The controlmeans 52 are preferably accessible
at the covering surface 5 by a user and are adapted to
allow the tensioning or folding of the collection bag 52.
[0113] In this manner, the third valves 50 can be in-
serted in and removed from the connector 41 without
dispersing fluid over the shower base 1 and with no fluid
deposit in the folds of the collection bag 52.

[0114] The shower base 1 may be included within a
washing kit.
[0115] The washing kit can thus comprise, in addition

to the shower base 1, discharge means 6 and washing
means 7.

[0116] The discharge means 6 are preferably adapted
to make the kit as portable and versatile as possible,
avoiding connecting the second valve 4 to external dis-
charge systems.

[0117] Preferably, the discharge means comprise a
discharge bin 60.

[0118] The discharge bin 60 is preferably adapted to
collect at least part of the fluid.

[0119] It therefore comprises a receptacle 61 and
evacuation means 62.

[0120] The receptacle 61 is preferably a tank inside
which the fluid coming out of the second valve 4 can be
deposited.

[0121] It can be transparent and may have, for exam-
ple, flow rates of 50 litres.

[0122] Therefore, in use, the receptacle is preferably
in fluidic through connection with the second valve 4.
[0123] It therefore defines an inlet, connected to the
second valve 4, and an outlet.

[0124] A valve that can be activated on command can
also be present at the outlet.

[0125] The evacuation means 62 preferably include a
pedal adapted to tilt the receptacle 61, once activated,
so that the fluid collected therein comes out through the
outlet.

[0126] The discharge bin 60 may further comprise a
trolley for supporting the receptacle 61 comprising
wheels and a handle to move it.

[0127] The washing means 7 preferably comprise at
least one two-way pipe 70, a mixer 71 and an electric
pump 72 suitable to allow the washing of a user.

[0128] In particular, the two-way pipe 70 is preferably
constrained to a hot water intake and to a cold water
intake of a hydraulic system.
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[0129] The mixer 71is preferably connected to the two-
way pipe 70 and adapted to mix cold water and hot water.
[0130] Lastly, the electric pump 72 is adapted to allow
the outflow of water for the washing of a user and to
generate the fluid, which is then collected in the recep-
tacle 61. The shower base 1 according to the invention
achieves important advantages.

[0131] Firstly, the use of the shower base 1 does not
require the presence of qualified personnel but simply of
a common sense operator who, by following the respec-
tive instructions for the correct operation of the instru-
ment, can guarantee complete and safe hygiene to the
patient while he/she is comfortably lying on his/her bed.
[0132] The shape of the supporting surface 3, as well
as of the drain holes 32 connected to discharge pipes
42, which do not communicate with each other and are
adapted, together with the connectors 41, to convey the
fluid out of the supporting surface 3, prevents the depos-
iting of aqueousresidues, forexample due to the principle
of communicating vessels, and greatly reduces the risk
of possible bacterial proliferation.

[0133] The shower base 1 is also easily adaptable to
the anthropometric characteristics of the user.

[0134] Infact, the auxiliary portion 33 allows the show-
er base 1 to be extended and stretched with extreme
simplicity and speed.

[0135] Furthermore, a plurality of users could benefit
from the same shower base 1, for instance hospital fa-
cilities or multiple users residing at the same address,
thanks to the covering surface 5.

[0136] The use of this surface ensures guaranteed hy-
giene to the user, avoiding any contagious diseases such
as mycosis, cutaneous and vaginal infection, dermatitis
or other diseases that may be transmitted due to poor
hygiene of the shower item between successive users.
[0137] Furthermore, the third valves prevent the water
or infected fluid from directly flowing onto the supporting
surface 3 of the shower base 1, thus eliminating the risk
of contagious diseases.

[0138] The washing kit thus offers great portability, in
fact, the discharge bin 60 can be used to collect the water
when showering if one’s bathroom has no shower base
or no other waste water discharge means.

[0139] Ingeneral, animportant advantage of the show-
er base 1 is to significantly reduce the time spent for
healthcare activities, considerably improving hygiene
quality, since by eliminating any bacterial proliferation
possible contagious diseases are avoided, which as of
today are often bacteria-resistant, and their treatment is
too costly.

[0140] For users, especially the elderly, who have a
particularly fragile and delicate skin, the use ofthe shower
base reduces the risk of skin lesions that instead could
occur with the usual moving equipment used for show-
ering and bathing.

[0141] In conclusion, the shower base 1 avoids psy-
chological discomfort to the user and his/her close rela-
tives, which discomfort is related to the need to renovate
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the bathroom with possible inclusion of health care ac-
cessories such as suction cup handles, non-slip mats,
seats, bathtub lift chairs and other existing medical equip-
ment.

[0142] The shower base eliminates, for those who use
it, all states of stress related to transfers required for tak-
ing a shower or bath, since with such a medical equip-
ment showering takes place in the user’s bed.

[0143] The invention is susceptible of variations falling
within the scope of the inventive concept as defined by
the claims.

[0144] In this context, all details are replaceable by
equivalent elements and the materials, shapes and di-
mensions may be any materials, shapes and dimensions.

Claims

1. A shower base (1) comprising inflatable sanitary
equipment defining a main plane (1a) and a longitu-
dinal axis (1b) and comprising:

- side edges (2) which are skewed with respect
to said main plane (1a), and

- a supporting surface (3) at least partially par-
allel to said main plane (1a), contained within
said side edges (2) and comprising a plurality of
inner chambers (30),

- said inner chambers (30) comprising at least
afirst valve (36), each of the pneumatic type and
adapted to regulate the passage of air between
said inner chamber (30) and the outside,

- said shower base (1) comprising at least a sec-
ond valve (4) adapted to regulate the passage
of fluid between said supporting surface (3) and
the outside,

and being characterised in that

- said inner chambers (30) extend along said
supporting surface (3) so as to vary the inclina-
tion of at least part of said supporting surface
(3) in a continuous manner along said longitu-
dinal direction (1b) and to channel a fluid along
a second plane (3a) which is skewed with re-
spect to said main plane (1a) defined by said
supporting surface (3),

- said supporting surface (3) comprises a plural-
ity of channels (31) extending along said second
plane (3a) along said longitudinal direction (1b)
on said supporting surface (3) and each con-
nected to a drain hole (32) arranged at the
straight line defined by the incidence of said
planes (1a,3a),

- said drain holes (32) are in fluidic through con-
nection with said second valve (4).

2. The shower base (1) according to claim 1, wherein
said inner chambers (30) extend side by side along
said longitudinal axis (1b) and each have sections
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perpendicular to said longitudinal axis (1b), and
whose extension varies in a continuous manner
along said longitudinal axis (1a), so as to provide a
plane parallel to said second plane (3a) and inclined
with respect to said main plane (1a).

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, wherein said channels (31) are
grooves defined by the space comprised between
said adjacent inner chambers (30).

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, comprising discharge means (40)
suitable to place said drain holes (32) and said sec-
ond valve (4) in fluidic through connection and com-
prising, for each drain hole (32), at least one con-
nector (41) and a discharge pipe (42), said connector
(41) being non-deformable, shaped complementari-
ly to said drain hole (32) and adapted to convey said
fluid into said drain holes (32) along a discharge di-
rection (4a) perpendicular to said main plane (1a),
and said discharge pipe (42) being elastically de-
formable and connecting said connector (41) and
said second valve (4).

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, wherein said supporting surface
(3) comprises an auxiliary portion (33) adapted to
separate said supporting surface (3) into a first por-
tion (34) and a second portion (35), each comprising
a plurality of said inner chambers (30), and defines
an open configuration and a closed configuration,
said first portion (34) and said second portion (35)
being adjacent and mutually detachably constrained
in said closed configuration, and said first portion
(34) and said second portion (35) being non-adjacent
and separated by said auxiliary portion (33) when
said supporting surface (3) is in the open configura-
tion.

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, wherein said auxiliary portion (33)
comprises a foldable sheet extending between said
first portion (34) and said second portion (35) and
adapted to allow the realisation of said closed con-
figuration when said sheet is folded between said
first portion (34) and said second portion (35) so as
not to occupy any space on said supporting surface
(3), and of said open configuration when said sheet
is tensioned and separates said first portion (34) and
said second portion (35) so as to allow the stretching
of said supporting surface (3) along said longitudinal
axis (1b).

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, comprising a covering surface (5)
available over said supporting surface (3) so as to
entirely cover the area defined by said supporting
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10.

surface (3), said covering surface (5) including a wa-
ter-repellent sheet and comprising third valves (50)
adapted to be engaged inside said drain holes (32)
so as to prevent said fluid from spilling on said sup-
porting surface (3).

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, wherein said third valves (50) can
be housed inside said connector (41) and comprise
a collection bag (51) and control means (52), said
collection bag (51) being tubular in shape and adapt-
ed to convey said fluid from said covering surface
(5) to said discharge pipe (42), and said control
means (52) being accessible at said covering sur-
face (5) by auser and adapted to allow the tensioning
or folding of said collection bag (51).

A washing kit comprising a shower base (1) accord-
ing to at least one of the preceding claims, discharge
means (6) and washing means (7), said discharge
means (6) comprising at least one discharge bin (60)
suitable for collecting at least part of said fluid, and
said washing means (7) comprising at least one two-
way pipe (70), a mixer (71) and an electric pump (72)
suitable to allow the washing of a user.

The washing kit according to at least one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein said discharge bin (60) com-
prises a receptacle (61) and evacuation means (62),
said receptacle (60) being available in fluidic through
connection with said second valve (4) and defining
an inlet and an outlet for said fluid coming from said
shower base (1), said evacuation means (62) includ-
ing a pedal adapted to tilt said receptacle (61) on
command so that said fluid comes out of said recep-
tacle (61), said two-way pipe (70) is constrained to
a hot water intake and to a cold water intake of a
hydraulic system, said mixer (71) is connected to
said two-way pipe (70) and adapted to mix said cold
water and said hot water, and said electric pump (72)
is adapted to allow the outflow of water for the wash-
ing of a user and to generate said fluid.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)

EPC.

1.

A shower base (1) comprising an inflatable sanitary
equipment defining a main plane (1a) and a longitu-
dinal axis (1b) and comprising:

- a supporting surface (3) at least partially par-
allel to said main plane (1a) comprising a plu-
rality of inner chambers (30), and

- side edges (2) being skewed with respect to
said main plane (1a) and arranged along the en-
tire perimeter of the supporting surface (3) so
as to surround and delimit said supporting sur-
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face (3),

- said inner chambers (30) comprising at least
afirst valve (36), each of the pneumatic type and
adapted to regulate the passage of air between
said inner chamber (30) and the outside,

- said shower base (1) comprising atleast a sec-
ond valve (4) adapted to regulate the passage
of fluid between said supporting surface (3) and
the outside,

- said inner chambers (30) extending along said
supporting surface (3) varying an inclination of
at least part of said supporting surface (3) in a
continuous manner along said longitudinal di-
rection (1b) to channel a fluid along a second
plane (3a) which is skewed with respect to said
main plane (1a) defined by said supporting sur-
face (3),

and said shower base (1) being characterised in
that

- said supporting surface (3) comprises a plural-
ity of channels (31) extending along said second
plane (3a) along said longitudinal direction (1b)
on said supporting surface (3) and each con-
nected to a drain hole (32) arranged at a straight
line defined by incidences of said planes (1a,3a),
- said drain holes (32) being in fluidic through
connection with said second valve (4).

The shower base (1) according to claim 1, wherein
said inner chambers (30) extend side by side along
said longitudinal axis (1b) and each have sections
perpendicular to said longitudinal axis (1b), and
whose extension varies in a continuous manner
along said longitudinal axis (1a), so as to provide a
plane parallel to said second plane (3a) and inclined
with respect to said main plane (1a).

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, wherein said channels (31) are
grooves defined by the space comprised between
said adjacent inner chambers (30).

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, comprising discharge means (40)
suitable to place said drain holes (32) and said sec-
ond valve (4) in fluidic through connection and com-
prising, for each drain hole (32), at least one con-
nector (41) and a discharge pipe (42), said connector
(41) being non-deformable, shaped complementari-
ly to said drain hole (32) and adapted to convey said
fluid into said drain holes (32) along a discharge di-
rection (4a) perpendicular to said main plane (1a),
and said discharge pipe (42) being elastically de-
formable and connecting said connector (41) and
said second valve (4).

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

5.

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, wherein said supporting surface
(3) comprises an auxiliary portion (33) adapted to
separate said supporting surface (3) into a first por-
tion (34) and a second portion (35), each comprising
a plurality of said inner chambers (30), and defines
an open configuration and a closed configuration,
said first portion (34) and said second portion (35)
being adjacent and mutually detachably constrained
in said closed configuration, and said first portion
(34) and said second portion (35) being non-adjacent
and separated by said auxiliary portion (33) when
said supporting surface (3) is in the open configura-
tion.

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, wherein said auxiliary portion (33)
comprises a foldable sheet extending between said
first portion (34) and said second portion (35) and
adapted to allow the realisation of said closed con-
figuration when said sheet is folded between said
first portion (34) and said second portion (35) so as
not to occupy any space on said supporting surface
(3), and of said open configuration when said sheet
is tensioned and separates said first portion (34) and
said second portion (35) so as to allow the stretching
of said supporting surface (3) along said longitudinal
axis (1b).

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, comprising a covering surface (5)
available over said supporting surface (3) so as to
entirely cover the area defined by said supporting
surface (3), said covering surface (5) including a wa-
ter-repellent sheet and comprising third valves (50)
adapted to be engaged inside said drain holes (32)
so as to prevent said fluid from spilling on said sup-
porting surface (3).

The shower base (1) according to at least one of the
preceding claims, wherein said third valves (50) can
be housed inside said connector (41) and comprise
a collection bag (51) and control means (52), said
collection bag (51) being tubular in shape and adapt-
ed to convey said fluid from said covering surface
(5) to said discharge pipe (42), and said control
means (52) being accessible at said covering sur-
face (5) by auser and adapted to allow the tensioning
or folding of said collection bag (51).

A washing kit comprising a shower base (1) accord-
ing to at least one of the preceding claims, discharge
means (6) and washing means (7), said discharge
means (6) comprising at least one discharge bin (60)
suitable for collecting at least part of said fluid, and
said washing means (7) comprising at least one two-
way pipe (70), a mixer (71) and an electric pump (72)
suitable to allow the washing of a user.
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10. The washing kit according to at least one of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein said discharge bin (60) com-
prises areceptacle (61) and evacuation means (62),
said receptacle (60) being available in fluidic through
connection with said second valve (4) and defining %
an inlet and an outlet for said fluid coming from said
shower base (1), said evacuation means (62) includ-
ing a pedal adapted to tilt said receptacle (61) on
command so that said fluid comes out of said recep-
tacle (61), said two-way pipe (70) is constrained to 70
a hot water intake and to a cold water intake of a
hydraulic system, said mixer (71) is connected to
said two-way pipe (70) and adapted to mix said cold
water and said hotwater, and said electric pump (72)
is adapted to allow the outflow of water for the wash- 75
ing of a user and to generate said fluid.
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