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Description
TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to electrolyte solutions, and electrochemical devices, secondary batteries, and
modules including the electrolyte solutions. The present invention also relates to a novel method for producing sulfate
salts.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Patent Literature 1 discloses an electrolyte solution for non-aqueous electrolyte solution secondary batteries
that include a positive electrode, a negative electrode, and an electrolyte solution in contact with both of the electrodes,
containing an electrolyte, a surfactant, and a phosphazene compound in an aprotic solvent.

[0003] However, this literature does not disclose use of an organosulfate that does not serve as a surfactant.

CITATION LIST

- Patent Literature

[0004] Patent Literature 1: JP 2014-2972 A
- Non-Patent Literature

[0005] Non-Patent Literature 1: Matthias Schmeisser, and 5 others, "Coordination of 1,10-phenanthroline and 2,2’-
bipyridine to Li+ in different ionic liquids. How innocent are ionic liquids?", Inorganic Chemistry, American Chemical
Society, June 13, 2011, 50(14), pp. 6685-6695

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
- Technical Problem

[0006] Improvement of the output characteristics of electrochemical devices such as lithium ion secondary batteries
requires reduction in the internal resistance of the electrochemical devices. However, electrochemical devices tend to
have a higher internal resistance after repeated charge and discharge.

[0007] The present invention then aims to provide a novel electrolyte solution capable of providing electrochemical
devices whose internal resistance is less likely to increase even after repeated charge and discharge and whose cycle
capacity retention ratio is high.

[0008] The present invention also aims to provide a method for producing a sulfate salt having a high purity and a low
moisture content in high yield.

- Solution to Problem

[0009] The present invention relates to an electrolyte solution containing: a solvent; an electrolyte salt; and at least
one selected from the group consisting of compounds represented by the following formula (1) and compounds repre-
sented by the following formula (2) in an amount of 0.001 to 10 mass% relative to the solvent,

the formula (1) being R11X11-SO;M 11

wherein R11 is a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkenyl group, a C2-C6 linear or
branched alkynyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkenyl group, or a C3-C6 alkylsilyl group, the alkyl
group, the cycloalkyl group, and the alkylsilyl group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom
bonding to a carbon atom, may have a cyclic structure, and may have an ether bond or a thioether bond; X'1is O or S;
and M1 is at least one selected from the group consisting of Li, Na, K, and Cs, and

the formula (2) being R21R22N-SO;M21

wherein R21 and R22 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C6 linear or branched
alkyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkenyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkynyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkyl
group, a C3-C6 cycloalkenyl group, or a C3-C6 alkylsilyl group, the alkyl group, the cycloalkyl group, and the alkylsilyl
group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, may have a cyclic
structure, and R'" and R22 may bond to each other to form a cyclic structure; and M21 is at least one selected from the
group consisting of Li, Na, K, and Cs.
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[0010] In the formula (1), preferably, R11 is a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group; X1
is O; and M1 is Li.

[0011] Inthe formula (2), preferably, R21 and R22 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually
a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group; and M21 is Li.

[0012] The solvent preferably contains at least one selected from the group consisting of non-fluorinated saturated
cyclic carbonates, fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates, non-fluorinated acyclic carbonates, and fluorinated acyclic
carbonates.

[0013] The electrolyte salt is preferably at least one lithium salt selected from the group consisting of LiPFg, LiBF,,
LiSO5CF3, LIN(SO,CF3),, LIN(SO,C,F5),, lithium difluoro(oxalato)borate, lithium bis(oxalato)borate, and salts repre-
sented by LiPF,(C,F5,+1)6-.a» Where a is an integer of 0 to 5; and n is an integer of 1 to 6.

[0014] The present invention also relates to an electrochemical device including the above electrolyte solution.
[0015] The present invention also relates to a secondary battery including the above electrolyte solution.

[0016] The presentinvention alsorelates to a module including the above electrochemical device or secondary battery.
[0017] The presentinvention also relates to a method for producing a compound represented by the following formula
(1), including: reacting a compound represented by the following formula (3) and a metal alkoxide,

the formula (1) being R11X11-SO;M 11

wherein R11 is a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkenyl group, a C2-C6 linear or
branched alkynyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkenyl group, or a C3-C6 alkylsilyl group, the alkyl
group, the cycloalkyl group, and the alkylsilyl group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom
bonding to a carbon atom, may have a cyclic structure, and may have an ether bond or a thioether bond; X1 is O; and
M1 is at least one selected from the group consisting of Li, Na, K, and Cs, and

the formula (3) being R310-S0O,-OR32

wherein R31 and R32 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C6 linear or branched
alkyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkenyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkynyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkyl
group, a C3-C6 cycloalkenyl group, or a C3-C6 alkylsilyl group, the alkyl group, the cycloalkyl group, and the alkylsilyl
group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, may have a cyclic
structure, and may have an ether bond or a thioether bond.

[0018] In the formula (1), preferably, R is a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group; and
M1 is Li.

[0019] In the formula (3), preferably, R3' and R32 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually
a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group.

[0020] The metal alkoxide is preferably a lithium alkoxide, more preferably at least one selected from the group
consisting of lithium methoxide and lithium ethoxide.

[0021] The production method of the present invention preferably further includes reacting an alcohol with lithium
metal to provide a lithium alkoxide.

[0022] In the production method of the present invention, the reaction is preferably caused by adding 0.7 to 1.5 mol
of the metal alkoxide relative to 1 mol of the compound represented by the formula (3).

- Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0023] Utilizing the electrolyte solution of the present invention enables production of electrochemical devices whose
internal resistance is less likely to increase even after repeated charge and discharge and whose cycle capacity retention
ratio is high.

[0024] The production method of the present invention enables production of a sulfate salt having a high purity and a
low moisture content in high yield.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0025] The present invention will be specifically described hereinbelow.

[0026] The electrolyte solution of the present invention contains a solvent, an electrolyte salt, and at least one selected
from the group consisting of compounds represented by the formula (1) and compounds represented by the formula (2)
in an amount of 0.001 to 10 mass% relative to the solvent.

[0027] The compounds represented by the formula (1) are represented by the formula (1):

R11x11_so3M11

wherein R is a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkenyl group, a C2-C6 linear or
branched alkynyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkenyl group, or a C3-C6 alkylsilyl group, the alkyl
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group, the cycloalkyl group, and the alkylsilyl group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom
bonding to a carbon atom, may have a cyclic structure, and may have an ether bond or a thioether bond; X!1is O or S;
and M1 is at least one selected from the group consisting of Li, Na, K, and Cs.

[0028] In the formula (1), R11 is preferably a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, more
preferably a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group. The alkyl group or the cycloalkyl group preferably does not have a
halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, does not have a cyclic structure, and
does not have an ether bond or a thioether bond. The carbon number of the alkyl group is more preferably 5 or less,
still more preferably 4 or less, while preferably 1 or greater, more preferably 2 or greater.

[0029] In the formula (1), R'1is preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of a methyl group, an ethyl
group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, a butyl group, an isobutyl group, a t-butyl group, a hexyl group, a 2-fluoroethyl
group, and a 2,2,2-trifluoroethyl group, more preferably a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl
group, a butyl group, a hexyl group, and a 2,2,2-trifluoroethyl group, still more preferably at least one selected from the
group consisting of a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, a butyl group, and a 2,2,2-
trifluoroethyl group, particularly preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of an ethyl group, a propyl
group, an isopropyl group, and a butyl group, further more preferably an ethyl group.

[0030] In the formula (1), X1 is O or S, preferably O.

[0031] In the formula (1), M1 is at least one selected from the group consisting of Li, Na, K, and Cs, preferably Li.
[0032] Examples of the compounds represented by the formula (1) include CH3;0SOsLi, C,H5O0SO4Li,
CH3CH,CH,0S0,Li, CH4CH(CH3)OSO0a,Li, CH3CH,CH,CH,0S04Li, CH3CH,CH(CH3)OSO0,Li,
CH3CH,C(CH3),0804Li, CH;CH,CH,CH,CH,CH,0SO4Li, CFH,CH,0S04Li, and CF3;CH,0SO4Li.

[0033] In order to provide electrochemical devices whose internal resistance is much less likely to increase even after
repeated charge and discharge and whose cycle capacitance retention ratio is higher, in the formula (1), preferably, R11
is a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, X'1is O, and M1 is Li.

[0034] In other words, the compounds represented by the formula (1) are preferably lithium monoalkyl sulfates rep-
resented by the formula (1-1):

R110-SO4Li

wherein R11is a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, the alkyl group may have a halogen
atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, and may have a cyclic structure, and the cycloalkyl
group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom.

[0035] Preferred as the compounds represented by the formula (1) is at least one selected from the group consisting
of  CH3;0S0aLi, C,H30S04L, CH3CH,CH,0804Li, CH3;CH(CH3)OSO0aLi, CH3CH,CH,CH,0S04Li,
CH3CH,CH(CH3)OSO04Li, CH3CH,C(CH3),0804Li, CH3CH,CH,CH,CH,CH,0804Li, CFH,CH,0SO,Li, and
CF;CH,0S0,Li, more preferred is at least one selected from the group consisting of C,H,0S0O;Li, CH;CH,CH,0SO4Li,
CH3CH(CH3)0OS0,Li, and CH3;CH,CH,CH,0SO4Li, still more preferred is C,H;0SOgLi.

[0036] The compounds represented by the formula (2) are represented by the formula (2):

R21R22N-SO ;M2

wherein R21 and R22 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C6 linear or branched
alkyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkenyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkynyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkyl
group, a C3-C6 cycloalkenyl group, or a C3-C6 alkylsilyl group, the alkyl group, the cycloalkyl group, and the alkylsilyl
group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, and may have a
cyclic structure, and R2! and R22 may bond to each other to form a cyclic structure; and M21 is at least one selected
from the group consisting of Li, Na, K, and Cs.

[0037] Inthe formula (2), preferably, R2' and R22 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually
a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, and M21 is Li. The alkyl group or the cycloalkyl
group preferably does not have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, does
not have a cyclic structure, and does not have an ether bond or a thioether bond.

[0038] In the formula (2), M21 is at least one selected from the group consisting of Li, Na, K, and Cs, preferably Li.
[0039] Examples of the compounds represented by the formula (2) include (CH3),NSOsLi, (CoH5)oNSOsLi,
(CH3)(CoH5)NSO4LI,  (C3H,)oNSO5Li,  (C3H7)(CH3)NSOSLI,  (CaH,)(CoHs)NSO4LE,  (C4Hg),NSO4Li,  and
(CsH41)oNSOgLi. More preferred as the compounds represented by the formula (2) is at least one selected from the
group consisting of (CH3),NSO;Li and (CoHg),NSO,Li.

[0040] The electrolyte solution of the present invention contains 0.001 to 10 mass% of at least one selected from the
group consisting of the compounds represented by the formula (1) and the compounds represented by the formula (2)
relative to the solvent. The amount of these compounds is preferably 0.001 mass% or more, more preferably 0.05 mass%
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or more, while preferably 10 mass% or less, more preferably 5 mass% or less.

[0041] The electrolyte solution of the present invention preferably contains, as at least one selected from the group
consisting of the compounds represented by the formula (1) and the compounds represented by the formula (2), a lithium
monoalkyl sulfate represented by the formula (1-1):

R120-SO,Li

wherein R12is a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, the alkyl group may have a halogen
atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, and may have a cyclic structure, and the cycloalkyl
group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom.

[0042] In the formula (1-1), R12 is preferably a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group having neither a halogen atom
which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom nor a cyclic structure. The carbon number of the alkyl
group is more preferably 5 or less, still more preferably 4 or less, while preferably 1 or greater, more preferably 2 or greater.
[0043] In the formula (1-1), R'2 is preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of a methyl group, an
ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, a butyl group, an isobutyl group, a t-butyl group, a hexyl group, a 2-
fluoroethyl group, and a 2,2,2-trifluoroethyl group, more preferably a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an
isopropyl group, a butyl group, a hexyl group, and a 2,2,2-trifluoroethyl group, still more preferably at least one selected
from the group consisting of a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, a butyl group, and a
2,2,2-trifluoroethyl group, particularly preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of an ethyl group, a
propyl group, an isopropyl group, and a butyl group, further more preferably an ethyl group.

[0044] The lithium monoalkyl sulfate is preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of CH;0SO4Li,
C,H50804Li, CH3CH,CH,0SO4Li, CH3;CH(CH3)OSO4Li, CH3CH,CH,CH,OSO4Li, CH3CH,CH(CH3)OSOaLi,
CH3CH,C(CH3),0S0,Li, CH;CH,CH,CH,CH,CH,0S04Li, CFH,CH,0S04Li, and CF3CH,0SO4Li, more preferably
at least one selected from the group consisting of C,H;0SO,Li, CH3;CH,CH,0SO4Li, CH3;CH(CH4)OSO4Li, and
CH3CH,CH,CH,0S 0L, still more preferably Co,H5OSO4Li.

[0045] Ifthe electrolyte solution of the presentinvention contains a lithium monoalkyl sulfate represented by the formula
(1-1) as at least one selected from the group consisting of the compounds represented by the formula (1) and the
compounds represented by the formula (2), the amount of the lithium monoalkyl sulfate is 0.001 to 10 mass% relative
to the solvent. The amount of the lithium monoalkyl sulfate is preferably 0.001 mass% or more, more preferably 0.05
mass% or more, while preferably 10 mass% or less, more preferably 5 mass% or less.

[0046] The electrolyte solution of the present invention contains a solvent. The solvent is preferably a non-aqueous
solvent and the electrolyte solution of the present invention is preferably a non-aqueous electrolyte solution.

[0047] The solvent preferably contains atleast one selected from the group consisting of fluorinated acyclic carbonates,
non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates, fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates, and non-fluorinated acyclic carbon-
ates.

[0048] The fluorinated acyclic carbonate is a chain carbonate containing a fluorine atom.

[0049] The fluorinated acyclic carbonate preferably has a fluorine content of 10 to 70.0 mass%. The fluorine content
may be calculated based on the structural formula of the fluorinated acyclic carbonate by

{ (number of fluorine atoms x 19)/(molecular weight of

fluorinated acyclic carbonate)} x 100(%).

[0050] Examples ofthe fluorinated acyclic carbonate include fluorinated acyclic carbonates represented by the formula:
Rf1OCOORf2 (where Rf! and Rf2 are the same as or different from each other and are individually a C1-C4 alkyl group
or fluorine-containing alkyl group, but at least one of Rf! and Rf2 is a C1-C4 fluorine-containing alkyl group.

[0051] Rf! and Rf2 are the same as or different from each other and are individually a C1-C4 alkyl group or a C1-C4
fluorine-containing alkyl group, but at least one of Rf! and Rf2 is a C1-C4 fluorine-containing alkyl group.

[0052] The above carbon number is preferably 1 to 3 in order to achieve good compatibility with the electrolyte solution.
[0053] Examples of Rf! include CF5-, CF5;CF,-, (CF3),CH-, CF3CH,-, C,F5CH,-, HCF,CH,-, HCF,CF,CH,-, and
CF3;CFHCF,CH,-. Preferred among these are CF;CH,- and HCF,CH,- in terms of high flame retardance, good rate
characteristics, and good oxidation resistance.

[0054] Examples of Rf2 include CF5-, CF5CF,-, (CF3),CH-, CF3CH,-, C,F5CH,-, HCF,CH,-, HCF,CF,CH,-, and
CF;CFHCF,CH,-. Preferred among these are CF;CH,- and HCF,CH,- in terms of high flame retardance, good rate
characteristics, and good oxidation resistance.

[0055] Specific examples of the fluorinated acyclic carbonate include fluorinated acyclic carbonates such as
CF;CH,OCOOCH,CF3;, CF;CH,O0COOCHj;, CF,CF,CH,O0COOCH,CF,CF3, and CF3;CF,CH,O0COOCH;. Examples
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thereof further include compounds disclosed in JP H06-21992 A, JP 2000-327634 A, and JP 2001-256983 A. Preferred
among these is atleast one compound selected from the group consisting of CF;CH,OCOOCH,CF 5, CF3CH,O0COOCHj,
and CF3;CF,CH,O0COOCH,CF,CF3 in terms of high effectiveness of suppressing generation of gas to improve the high-
temperature storage characteristics. The fluorine content is more preferably 20 mass% or more, still more preferably 30
mass% or more, particularly preferably 33 mass% or more. The fluorine content is more preferably 60 mass% or less,
still more preferably 55 mass% or less.

[0056] Examples of the non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates include ethylene carbonate (EC), propylene car-
bonate (PC), and butylene carbonate.

[0057] In order to achieve a high permittivity and a suitable viscosity, the non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate
is preferably at least one compound selected from the group consisting of ethylene carbonate, propylene carbonate,
and butylene carbonate.

[0058] The non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate may include one of the above compounds or may include two
or more thereof in combination.

[0059] The fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate is a saturated cyclic carbonate with a fluorine atom attached thereto.
Specific examples thereof include a fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) represented by the following formula (A):

PN (A)
O O

X'X:Cc——CX8X4

wherein X1 to X4 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a fluorinated alkyl group which
may optionally have -H, -CHj, -F, or an ether bond, or a fluorinated alkoxy group which may optionally have an ether
bond; at least one of X1 to X4 is a fluorinated alkyl group which may optionally have -F or an ether bond, or a fluorinated
alkoxy group which may optionally have an ether bond.

[0060] If the electrolyte solution of the present invention contains a fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) and is
applied to a lithium ion secondary battery, a stable film is formed on the negative electrode so that side reactions of the
electrolyte solution on the negative electrode may sufficiently be suppressed. As a result, significantly stable, excellent
charge and discharge characteristics can be achieved.

[0061] The term "ether bond" herein means a bond represented by -O-.

[0062] In order to achieve a good permittivity and oxidation resistance, one or two of X to X4 in the formula (A) is/are
preferably a fluorinated alkyl group which may optionally have -F or an ether bond or a fluorinated alkoxy group which
may optionally have an ether bond.

[0063] Inanticipation of a decrease in the viscosity at low temperatures, an increase in the flash point, and improvement
in the solubility of the electrolyte salt, X! to X4 in the formula (A) are preferably individually -H, -F, a fluorinated alkyl
group (a), a fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether bond, or a fluorinated alkoxy group (c).

[0064] The fluorinated alkyl group (a) is an alkyl group in which at least one hydrogen atom is replaced by a fluorine
atom. The fluorinated alkyl group (a) preferably has a carbon number of 1 to 20, more preferably 2 to 17, still more
preferably 2 to 7, particularly preferably 2 to 5.

[0065] If the carbon number is too large, the low-temperature characteristics may be poor and the solubility of the
electrolyte salt may be low. If the carbon number is too small, the solubility of the electrolyte salt may be low, the discharge
efficiency may be low, and the viscosity may be high, for example.

[0066] Examples of the fluorinated alkyl group (a) which has a carbon number of 1 include CFH,-, CF,H-, and CF5-.
[0067] In order to achieve a good solubility of the electrolyte salt, preferred examples of the fluorinated alkyl group (a)
which has a carbon number of 2 or greater include fluorinated alkyl groups represented by the following formula (a-1):

R1-R2- (a-1)

wherein R is an alkyl group which may optionally have a fluorine atom and which has a carbon number of 1 or greater;
R2is a C1-C3 alkylene group which may optionally have a fluorine atom; and at least one of R and R2 has a fluorine atom.
[0068] R!and R2 each may further have an atom other than the carbon atom, hydrogen atom, and fluorine atom.

[0069] R'is an alkyl group which may optionally have a fluorine atom and which has a carbon number of 1 or greater.
R'is preferably a C1-C16 linear or branched alkyl group. The carbon number of R is more preferably 1 to 6, still more
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preferably 1 to 3.
[0070] Specifically, for example, CH5-, CH3CH,-, CH3CH,CH,-, CH3CH,CH,CH,-, and the groups represented by
the following formulas:

CH, CH,

| |
CHz;—CH~— ,CHB*?—
CH,

may be mentioned as linear or branched alkyl groups for R1.

[0071] If R is a linear alkyl group having a fluorine atom, examples thereof include CF3-, CF3CHy-, CF5CF,-,
CF3CH,CH,-, CF3CF,CHy-, CF3CF,CF,-, CF3CH,CF,-, CF3CH,CH,CH,-, CF3;CF,CH,CH,-, CF3CH,CF,CH,-,
CF3CF,CF,CH,-, CF3CF,CF,CF,-, CF3CF,CH,CF5-, CF3;CH,CH,CH,CH,-, CF3CF,CH,CH,CH,-,
CF;CH,CF,CH,CH,-, CF3CF,CF,CH,CH,-, CF3CF,CF,CF,CH,-, CF;CF,CH,CF,CH,-, CF3CF,CH,CH,CH,CH,-,
CF;CF,CF,CF,CH,CH,-, CF;CF,CH,CF,CH,CH,-, HCF,-, HCF,CH,-, HCF,CF,-, HCF,CH,CH,-, HCF,CF,CH,-,
HCF,CH,CF5,-, HCF,CF,CH,CHo-, HCF,CH,CF,CH,-, HCF,CF,CF,CF,-, HCF,CF,CH,CH,CH,-,
HCF,CH,CF,CH,CH,-, HCF,CF,CF,CF,CH,-, HCF,CF,CF,CF,CH,CH,-, FCHy,-, FCH,CH,-, FCH,CF,-,
FCH,CF,CH,-, FCH,CF,CF,-, CH3CF,CH,-, CH3CF,CF,-, CH3CH,CH,-, CH3;CF,CH,CF,-, CH3CF,CF,CF,-,
CH3CH,CF,CF,-, CH3CF,CH,CF,CH,-, CH;CF,CF,CF,CH,-, CH3;CF,CF,CH,CH,-, CH3CH,CF,CF,CH,-,
CH3CF,CH,CF,CH,-, CH3CF,CH,CF,CH,CH,-, CH3;CF,CH,CF,CH,CH,-, HCFCICF,CH,-, HCF,CFCICH,-,
HCF,CFCICF,CFCICH,-, and HCFCICF,CFCICF,CH,-.

[0072] If R'is a branched alkyl group having a fluorine atom, those represented by the following formulas:

CFg‘ CHS CFS

3
l

CH
CFséH~\ CFsCH=~, CF36F~\ CFaéF“\

CF, CH, CH,
CFS(':—- IS CFB(':”\ CF3?_ \
CFQ CFQ CHB

CF, CH, CF, CH,

| |
HCF.,CH—. HCF,CH—, HCF,CF—, HCF,CF—,

?Fa ?Ha ?Ha
HCFg%n HCFﬂ}n HCFQ?—\
CF, CF, CH,
CF, CF,
CHS—CFCHf-\CHQCHB*é*\
F,
?Fﬁ CF, CF,

| |
HCFCF3CHBM \ HCFQCFCHg’“‘ \ CHa“CFCFz"“ \
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CFoq CF,
CH:,CHQ“&FCF;'— N CHQCHz“éFCHg_ .

CF, CF, CF,
HéFCHam N HéFCF.‘.— . HCF.,,éF-* v

or. v, or. o,
HCFCF,CFCF,CH;~ , HCF,CFCF,CFCH,—,

gFs
CH,~C~CH,—
Fy
may be preferably mentioned. If the group has a branch represented by -CHj or -CF 5, for example, the viscosity is likely
to be high. Thus, the number of such branches is more preferably small (one) or zero.
[0073] R2isa C1-C3 alkylene group which may optionally have a fluorine atom. R2 may be a linear or branched group.

Examples of a minimum structural unit constituting such a linear or branched alkylene group are shown below. R? is
constituted by one or combination of these units.

(i) Linear minimum structural units
[0074] -CH,-, -CHF-, -CF,-, -CHCI-, -CFCI-, -CCl,-
(ii) Branched minimum structural units
[0075]
C Ha CH 8 (‘: F 3 (': F 3
<bny, «bFe. wCH- . 40P,
CH 8 CH 3 CF 3
—(-'&-;- ‘ -@%-}- . ~<»|é->- ,
CH, CF; CFy

CH, CF,
<1y, «bc1

[0076] Preferred among these exemplified units are Cl-free structural units because such units are not dehydrochlo-
rinated by a base, and thus are more stable.

[0077] If R2is a linear group, the group consists only of the above linear minimum structural unit, preferably -CH,-,
-CH,CHo,-, or -CF,-. In order to further improve the solubility of the electrolyte salt, -CH,- or -CH,CH,- is more preferred.
[0078] If RZ is a branched group, the group includes at least one of the above branched minimum structural units.
Preferred examples thereof include those represented by the formula: - (CXaXP) - (wherein X2 is H, F, CHj, or CF3; Xb
is CHg or CF; if XP is CF3, X2 is H or CHj). Such groups can further improve the solubility of the electrolyte salt.
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[0079] For example, CF5;CF,-, HCF,CF,-, H,CFCF,-, CH3CF,-, CF;CF,CF,-, HCF,CF,CF,-, H,CFCF,CF,-,
CH3CF,CF5,-, and those represented by the following formulas:
SR i o

.o
CFsC— . CF3C— .
CFS CH3

CF, CH, CH,

| I
HCF,CH—, HCF,CH—, HCF,CF—,

?Ha CH,
Hch?—_\ HCFQ?_ »
CF, CH,
i e
CFamCFm\ CFCFgCFz'—' \
|
CFg,
e
CF3~?~ .
CFg

may be mentioned as preferred fluorinated alkyl groups (a).

[0080] The fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether bond is an alkyl group which has an ether bond and in which at
least one hydrogen atom is replaced by a fluorine atom. The fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether bond preferably
has a carbon number of 2 to 17. If the carbon number is too large, the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) may
have a high viscosity, and also the number of fluorine-containing groups increases. Thus, the solubility of the electrolyte
salt may be poor due to reduction in the permittivity, and the compatibility with other solvents may be poor. Accordingly,
the carbon number of the fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether bond is preferably 2 to 10, more preferably 2 to 7.
[0081] The alkylene group which constitutes the ether segment of the fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether bond
may be a linear or branched alkylene group. Examples of a minimum structural unit constituting such a linear or branched
alkylene group are shown below.

(i) Linear minimum structural units

[0082] -CH,-, -CHF-, -CF,-, -CHCI-, -CFCI-, -CCl,-
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(ii) Branched minimum structural units

[0083]

CHS CHa CFs CF3
—(—&H-)— , —(-(IJF-)- N -(-é)H-)-— N —(—E?F-)— .

CH, CHs; CF,
7R SRRy SUE LU
| | |
CH, CF, CF,

CH, CF,
<beiyr. +bciy

[0084] The alkylene group may be constituted by one of these minimum structural units alone, or may be constituted
by a combination of linear units (i), of branched units (ii), or of a linear unit (i) and a branched unit (ii). Preferred examples
will be mentioned in detail later.

[0085] Preferred among these exemplified units are Cl-free structural units because such units are not dehydrochlo-
rinated by a base, and thus are more stable.

[0086] Still more preferred examples of the fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether bond include those represented
by the following formula (b-1):

R3-(OR%)4- (b-1)

wherein R3is preferably a C1-C6 alkyl group which may optionally have a fluorine atom; R4 is preferably a C1-C4 alkylene
group which may optionally have afluorine atom; n1 is aninteger of 1 to 3; and atleast one of R3 and R4 has a fluorine atom.
[0087] Examples of the groups for R3 and R4 include the following, and any appropriate combination of these groups
can provide the fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether bond represented by the formula (b-1). Still, the groups are
not limited thereto.

(1) R3is preferably an alkyl group represented by the formula: X¢,C-(R®), .-, where three X%'s may be the same as
or different from each other, and are individually H or F; R5 is a C1-C5 alkylene group which may optionally have a
fluorine atom; and n2is O or 1.

[0088] Ifn2is 0, R3 may be CHs-, CF5-, HCF,-, or H,CF-, for example.

[0089] If n2is 1, specific examples of a linear group for R3 include CF4CH,-, CF;CF,-, CF5CH,CH,-, CF;CF,CH,-,
CF3CF,CF,-, CF3CH,CF,-, CF3CH,CH,CH,-, CF3;CF,CH,CH,-, CF3CH,CF,CH,-, CF3CF,CF,CH,-, CF3CF,CF,CF -,
CF5;CF,CH,CFy-, CF3CH,CH,CH,CH,-, CF3CF,CH,CH,CH,-, CF3CH,CF,CH,CH,-, CF3CF,CF,CH,CH,-,
CF;CF,CF,CF,CH,-, CF5;CF,CH,CF,CH,-, CF;CF,CH,CH,CH,CHo-, CF5;CF,CF,CF,CH,CH,-,
CF;CF,CH,CF,CH,CH,-, HCF,CH,-, HCF,CF,-, HCF,CH,CH,-, HCF,CF,CH,-, HCF,CH,CF,-, HCF,CF,CH,CH,-,
HCF,CH,CF,CH,-, HCF,CF,CF,CF,-, HCF,CF,CH,CH,CH,-, HCF,CH,CF,CH,CH,-, HCF,CF,CF,CF,CH,-,
HCF,CF,CF,CF,CH,CH,-, FCH,CH,-, FCH,CF,-, FCH,CF,CH,-, FCH,CF,CH,-, CH3CF,-, CH3CH,-, CH3;CF,CH,-,
CH3CF,CF,-,  CH3CH,CH,-,  CH3CF,CH,CF,-,  CH3CF,CF,CF,-,  CH3CH,CF,CF,-,  CH3;CH,CH,CH,-,
CH3CF,CH,CF,CH,-, CH;CF,CF,CF,CH,-, CH3CF,CF,CH,CH,-, CH3CH,CF,CF,CH,-, CH3CH,CF,CF,CH,CH,-,
and CH;CF,CH,CF,CH,CHo-.

[0090] If n2is 1, those represented by the following formulas:

CF, CHj, ?Fs (!:Ha
CFaéH"'\ CFaCH_‘\ CFQCF"\ CFSCF—“\
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CF, CHs CH, H,
CF3(l:"'" N CFQ({)""-\ CFa(%'“' . CFa"“(’:"CHz'—\
CFs CF, CH, CF,
CF, CH, CF, CH,

| {
HCF2CH—\ HCF2CH—\ HCF2CF—\ HCF2CF~\

CF, CH, CH,
HCFz?—\ HCFQ(':-\ HCFaCl:—
CF, CF, CH,

may be mentioned as branched groups for R3.

[0091] If the group for R3 has a branch such as -CH3 or -CF3, the viscosity is likely to be high. Thus, the group for R3
is more preferably a linear group.

(2) In the segment -(OR#),4- of the formula (b-1), n1 is an integer of 1 to 3, preferably 1 or 2. If n1 is 2 or 3, R¥s may
be the same as or different from each other.

[0092] Preferred specific examples of the group for R4 include the following linear or branched groups.

[0093] Examples of the linear groups include -CH,-, -CHF-, - CF,-, -CH,CH,-, -CF,CH,-, -CF,CF,-, -CH,CF,-,
-CH,CH,CH,-, - CH,CH,CF,-, -CH,CF,CH,-, -CH,CF,CF,-, -CF,CH,CH,-, -CF,CF,CH,-, -CF,CH,CF,-, and
-CF,CF,CF,-.

[0094] Those represented by the following formulas:

?Fa ?HB ?‘Fs ?Ha
"CH"w _'CH—"\ "'CF—"\ WCF“\

?Fa (I:'Hs CIIHS
“(‘-"" » ”(!3“ 5 "'Cl:" ~
CF, CF, CF, CH,

| 1 l
~-CFCF,—, -CFCH,- ~-CHCH,-, -CHCH,—.

CHQ CH3 CH3 CFS

I | |
~CFCH,~, —CFCFg=~; ~-CHCF,—, -CHCF,~

may be mentioned as branched groups.

[0095] The fluorinated alkoxy group (c) is an alkoxy group in which at least one hydrogen atom is replaced by a fluorine
atom. The fluorinated alkoxy group (c) preferably has a carbon number of 1 to 17. The carbon number is more preferably
1 to 6.

[0096] The fluorinated alkoxy group (c) is particularly preferably a fluorinated alkoxy group represented by the formula:

1"
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Xd5C-(R®),5-O- (wherein three Xd's may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually H or F; R is
preferably a C1-C5 alkylene group which may optionally have a fluorine atom; n3 is 0 or 1; and any one of the three X%'s
is a fluorine atom).

[0097] Specific examples of the fluorinated alkoxy group (c) include fluorinated alkoxy groups in which an oxygen
atom is bonded to an end of the alkyl group for R' in the formula (a-1).

[0098] The fluorinated alkyl group (a), the fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether bond, and the fluorinated alkoxy
group (c) in the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) each preferably have a fluorine content of 10 mass% or more.
If the fluorine content is too low, an effect of increasing the flash point may not be sufficiently achieved. Thus, the fluorine
content is more preferably 20 mass% or more, still more preferably 30 mass% or more. The upper limit thereof is usually
85 mass%.

[0099] The fluorine content of each of the fluorinated alkyl group (a), the fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether
bond, and the fluorinated alkoxy group (c) is a value calculated by the following formula:

{ (Number of fluorine atoms x 19)/(formula weight of
the formula)} x 100 (%)

based on the corresponding structural formula.

[0100] In order to achieve a good permittivity and oxidation resistance, the fluorine content in the whole fluorinated
saturated cyclic carbonate (A) is preferably 5 mass% or more, more preferably 10 mass% or more. The upper limit
thereof is usually 76 mass%.

[0101] The fluorine content in the whole fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) is a value calculated based on the
structural formula of the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) by the following formula:

{ (Number of fluorine atoms x 19)/(molecular weight of
fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A))} x 100 (%).

[0102] Specific examples of the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) include the following.
[0103] Those represented by the following formulas:

C
O/ \O O/ \O

l I | |
FoC CH, . FHC——CHF

may be mentioned as specific examples of the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) represented by the formula (A)
in which at least one of X to X4 is -F. These compounds have a high withstand voltage and give a good solubility of the
electrolyte salt.

[0104] Alternatively, those represented by the following formula:
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$I) 1l
C G
R
F,C CHE = FoC CFy |
0 | 0
¢ ¢
o o 7 o

| I I I
CFyg—FC——CF, | CH3—FC——CF—CHs

[0105] may also be used.
[0106] Those represented by the following formulas:

0 0
| i
N o o
H2(|3 (ISH——-CHQCFQCFg , HQ(I: (lJH CHaGF(CFa), |
0 0 0
| L |
S . N
(I: (I:H%—CFg | chlz CIIH-'—CHQF , Hz(j) CH—GFaH
0O
79
CFaCF,—CH—-CH, .
O Q

| |
HCcmFz"'CH”CHz s HzCFCFg"CH"‘CHz D

o]

A

i
CHaCF,—CH—-CH,

13
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O

O O

l
CFSC FgCFg“CH"CHg [}

0

A\

o O
I

CFsc FQCFQCFQ"‘CH“CHQ 5

0

A

o O
|

HCF,CF,CF,—CH—CH, .

T

|
HCFQCFQCFQCFQ—-CH—CHQ .

O

A

O 0

|
HQCFCFQCFQ"CH"CHQ .

0O

A\

O O

| |
CH3CF,CFy—CH—CH; .

in which at least one of X1 to X4 is a fluorinated alkyl group (a) and the others thereof are -H.

[0107]

Those represented by the following formulas:

o)

P9
CF,0—-CH—CH,

Al

CF,~OCH,—~CH-CH,

14
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O O O

0

|
HCF,~OCH,-CH~CH; . CF;CH,~0OCH,~CH~-CH,; .

0

A

.9
CFscpchZ*OCHz’“CH“’CHz ~

@)

A\

c‘> o)
CF,CF,CF,~OCH,~CH—CH, -

0

o O
CFs (CFQ) CH'—OCHQ-CH-CHQ \

O

0 &)
(CFs) s3C—OCH,—CH—-CH, .

O

7T
CH, (CF,;) ,CCH,—OCH,—CH—CH;

0

AN

P
FCHQCFQCF Q_OCHQ—CH—CHQ \

O

A

(i) 0
FCHQCFQCHQ”OCHg'"CH”’CHQ -

15
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O Q

i

CFQCHQCHQ“OCHQ_CH_CHQ LS

0 0

CFscFQCHQCHQ"OCHg'—CH”CHQ Y

O

o O
CHQCFQCHQCHQ"OCHQ"CH_CHQ "

o)

AN

o O
HCFQCF 2CH2—OCH2'—CH"CH2 .

0O

A

T 9
CF,CF,CF,CH,CH,~OCH,—~CH-CH, .

o

7 7
HCF,CF,CF,CF,CH,~OCH,~CH~CH, .

o

CF, o} (I)
CF3CFQCF2_OCFCHQ"OCHQ"CH—CHQ\

8]

A

I T 9
CFQCFQCFQWOC‘:FCFQ"'OCHQ—'CH'—CHQ N

16
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CF, ? 0
CHs"OCFCHa"‘OCHg_CH"’CHQ N

G

A

CF, ~ CFy, (l) C‘>
CF,CF,CF,—~OCFCF,—OCFCH,—OCH,~CH—CH, .

&)

o O

l

FCHQCFQCFQ“’"OCHQCFQCFg—OCHg“'CH"CHQ ’

O

AN

0 O
|

FCHQCFQCFQ‘“OCHQCFQCHQ—OCHZ‘“CH“CHQ 3
O
CF, O O
HCF,CF,CH,~OCFCH,—~0OCH,—~CH—-CH, .
0]
CF, g ©
HCcmFzCHz’—OCFCFg—OCHZ——CH_CHZ ~
O
[ 1T
CF,CH (CF;}) —OCFCH,~0OCH,~-CH—~CH, .

0

AN

CF, 0 o

| |
CF,CH (CF;) ~OCFCF,~0OCH,~CH—CH, .,

17
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CF, o O
CF,CF,CF,~OCFCH,~CH—-CH, .

O

AN

CF, CF, o (I)

O

L7
FCHzCcmFz“OCHzCFzCHz-CH—"CHZ

O

? o
HCF,CF,CH,-OCF,CF,CH,—CH—CH,

0O

0o O

|

CF4CH (CF,) —OCF,CF,CH,—CH—CH, .

8]

T 7
CF,CH,~OCF,CF,CH,~CH~CH, .

0

17
CFgCFQCHg—OCFQCFQCHQ"’CH"‘CHQ

&)

0O O
CF3CF2CFz"OCFzCFgCHg"CH“CHQ

18
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O O

CF,CH (CF;) —OCF,CF,CH,—CH—CH,; .

O

o O
CF3-—0CF2CF2CH2-—(|IH-—(I3H2 .

O

A\

o o
CF3CFoCF—OCF;CF,CH;—CH—CH, .

O

A

o ¢

.
HC FQ"OCFQC FgCHz"’CH"CHz .

O

A

i { 3
CF3sCF3CF,-OCFCF,~-0OCF,CF,CH,—CH—-CH,

O

AN

3
CFQCHQCHZ"“OCFgCFgCHg“CH“CHz .

0O

AN

i
CFsC FQCHQCHQ_OCFQCFQCHQ—'CH_—CHQ .

O O

[
CFaCFQCFQCHQCHQ—OCFQCFgCHz"‘CH"’CHz

19
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6]

A

P 7
CH3~OCF,CF,CH,~CH~CH,

may be mentioned as specific examples of the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) represented by the formula (A)
in which at least one of X' to X4 is a fluorinated alkyl group (b) having an ether bond or a fluorinated alkoxy group (c)
and the others thereof are -H.

[0108] The fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) is not limited to the above specific examples. One of the above
fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates (A) may be used alone, or two or more thereof may be used in any combination
at any ratio. Preferred amounts of the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates will be mentioned later, and such preferred
amounts correspond to preferred amounts of the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates (A).

[0109] Preferred as the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate (A) are fluoroethylene carbonate and difluoroethylene
carbonate.

[0110] Examples of the non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate include hydrocarbon acyclic carbonates such as
CH;0COOCH; (dimethyl carbonate: DMC), CH3CH,OCOOCH,CH; (diethyl carbonate: DEC), CH3CH,OCOOCH;
(ethyl methyl carbonate: EMC), CH;0COOCH,CH,CH5 (methyl propyl carbonate), methyl butyl carbonate, ethyl propyl
carbonate, and ethyl butyl carbonate. Preferred among these is at least one compound selected from the group consisting
of dimethyl carbonate, ethyl methyl carbonate, diethyl carbonate, methyl propyl carbonate, methyl butyl carbonate, ethyl
propyl carbonate, and ethyl butyl carbonate.

[0111] The electrolyte solution of the present invention preferably contains 10 to 99.99 mass%, more preferably 10 to
95 mass%, still more preferably 15 to 90 mass%, of the solvent relative to the electrolyte solution.

[0112] The solvent preferably contains 40 to 100 vol%, more preferably 60 to 100 vol%, still more preferably 90 to 100
vol%, particularly preferably 100 vol%, in total of the non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate, fluorinated saturated
cyclic carbonate, non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate, and fluorinated acyclic carbonate.

[0113] The solvent preferably contains at least one saturated cyclic carbonate selected from the group consisting of
non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates and fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates and atleast one acyclic carbonate
selected from the group consisting of non-fluorinated acyclic carbonates and fluorinated acyclic carbonates.

[0114] The volume ratio of the saturated cyclic carbonate and the acyclic carbonate is preferably 10/90 to 90/10, more
preferably 30/70 or higher, while more preferably 70/30 or lower.

[0115] The solvent preferably contains a non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate. The non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate is
preferably in an amount of 30 vol% or more, more preferably 40 vol% or more, still more preferably 50 vol% or more,
while preferably 90 vol% or less, more preferably 80 vol% or less, relative to the solvent. The electrolyte solution which
contains a solvent containing a non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate can be suitably used for electrochemical devices used
at relatively low voltages.

[0116] If the solvent contains a non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate, the solvent preferably further contains at least one
saturated cyclic carbonate selected from the group consisting of non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates and fluor-
inated saturated cyclic carbonates.

[0117] The solvent preferably contains 70 to 100 vol%, more preferably 80 to 100 vol%, still more preferably 90 to 100
vol%, particularly preferably 100 vol%, in total of the non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate and the saturated cyclic carbonate.
[0118] The volume ratio of the non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate and the saturated cyclic carbonate is preferably 10/90
to 95/5, more preferably 30/70 or higher, still more preferably 40/60 or higher, while more preferably 90/10 or lower.
[0119] If the solvent contains both the non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate and the fluorinated saturated cyclic
carbonate as the cyclic carbonates, the volume ratio of the non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate and the fluorinated
saturated cyclic carbonate is preferably 10/90 to 90/10, preferably 30/70 or higher, while preferably 70/30 or lower.
[0120] The solvent preferably contains a fluorinated acyclic carbonate. The fluorinated acyclic carbonate is preferably
in an amount of 20 vol% or more, more preferably 30 vol% or more, while preferably 90 vol% or less, more preferably
80 vol% or less, relative to the solvent. The electrolyte solution which contains a solvent containing a fluorinated acyclic
carbonate can be suitably used for electrochemical devices to be used at relatively high voltages.

[0121] If the solvent contains a fluorinated acyclic carbonate alone as the acyclic carbonate, the fluorinated acyclic
carbonate is preferably in an amount of 50 vol% or more, more preferably 60 vol% or more, while preferably 90 vol% or
less, more preferably 80 vol% or less, relative to the solvent.

[0122] If the solvent contains a fluorinated acyclic carbonate, the solvent also preferably further contains a non-
fluorinated acyclic carbonate.

[0123] The solvent preferably contains 50 vol% or more, more preferably 60 vol% or more, while preferably 90 vol%
or less, more preferably 80 vol% or less, in total of the fluorinated acyclic carbonate and the non-fluorinated acyclic
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carbonate.

[0124] The volume ratio of the fluorinated acyclic carbonate and the non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate is preferably
5/95 or higher, preferably 10/90 or higher, while preferably 50/50 or lower, more preferably 40/60 or lower.

[0125] If the solvent contains a fluorinated acyclic carbonate, the solvent preferably further contains at least one
saturated cyclic carbonate selected from the group consisting of non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates and fluor-
inated saturated cyclic carbonates.

[0126] The solvent preferably contains 40 to 100 vol%, more preferably 60 to 100 vol%, still more preferably 90 to 100
vol%, particularly preferably 100 vol%, in total of the fluorinated acyclic carbonate and the saturated cyclic carbonate.
[0127] The volume ratio of the non-fluorinated acyclic carbonate and the saturated cyclic carbonate is preferably 10/90
to 95/5, more preferably 30/70 or higher, more preferably 40/60 or higher, while more preferably 90/10 or lower.
[0128] If the solvent contains both the non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate and the fluorinated saturated cyclic
carbonate as the cyclic carbonates, the volume ratio of the non-fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate and the fluorinated
saturated cyclic carbonate is preferably 10/90 to 90/10, more preferably 30/70 or higher, while more preferably 70/30
or lower.

[0129] The electrolyte solution of the present invention contains an electrolyte salt.

[0130] Any electrolyte salt usable for electrolyte solutions for electrochemical devices such as secondary batteries
and electric double-layer capacitors may be used. Preferred is a lithium salt.

[0131] Examples of the lithium salt include inorganic lithium salts such as LiClO,, LiPFg, and LiBF4; and fluoroorganic
acid lithium salts such as LiSO5CF;, LiN(SO,CFj3),, LIN(SO,C,F5),, LIN(SO,CF3)(SO,C4Fg), LIC(SO,CF3)s,
LiPF4(CF3)y, LiPF4(CoF5)y, LiPF4(SO,CF3)y, LiPF4(SO,C5F5)s, LiBFy(CF3)y, LiBFy(CoF5)y, LiBFy(SO,CF3),,
LiBF,(SO,C,F3),, lithium difluoro(oxalato)borate, lithium bis(oxalato)borate, and salts represented by the formula: LiP-
Fa(ChFon+1)6-a (Wherein ais an integer of O to 5; and nis an integer of 1 to 6). These may be used alone or in combination
of two or more.

[0132] In order to suppress degradation of the electrolyte solution after high-temperature storage, the lithium salt is
particularly preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of LiPFg, LiBF,, LiSO3CF3, LIN(SO,CF3)s,
LiN(SO,C,F¢),, lithium difluoro(oxalato)borate, lithium bis(oxalato)borate, and salts represented by the formula: LiP-
Fa(ChFon+1)6-a (Wherein a is an integer of 0 to 5; and n is an integer of 1 to 6).

[0133] Examples of the salts represented by the formula: LiPF,(C,Fon+1)s.a include LiPF3(CF3)s, LiPF3(CoF5)s,
LiPF3(C4F5)3, LiPF3(C4Fg)3, LIPF4(CF3),, LiPF4(C5F5),, LiPF4(C3F),, and LiPF4(C4Fg), wherein the alkyl group rep-
resented by C5F; or C4F4 in the formula may be either linear or branched.

[0134] The concentration of the electrolyte saltin the electrolyte solution is preferably 0.5 to 3 mol/L. If the concentration
thereof is outside this range, the electrolyte solution tends to have a low electric conductivity and the battery performance
tends to be impaired.

[0135] The concentration of the electrolyte salt is more preferably 0.9 mol/L or more and 1.5 mol/L or less.

[0136] The electrolyte saltin the electrolyte solution for electric double layer capacitors is preferably an ammonium salt.
[0137] Examples of the ammonium salt include the following salts (lla) to (lle).

(lla) Tetraalkyl quaternary ammonium salts

[0138] Preferred examples thereof include tetraalkyl quaternary ammonium salts represented by the following formula
(la):

RTa

___N___...R"'a X (l1a)
l Ja

(wherein R12, R2a, R32, and R42 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C6 alkyl
group which may optionally have an ether bond; and X is an anion). In order to improve the oxidation resistance, part
or all of the hydrogen atoms in the ammonium salt is/are also preferably replaced by a fluorine atom and/or a C1-C4
fluorine-containing alkyl group.

[0139] Preferred specific examples of the tetraalkyl quaternary ammonium salts include tetraalkyl quaternary ammo-
nium salts represented by the following formula (lla-1) :

(R12)(R22),N® X© (lla - 1)
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(wherein R12, R22, and X- are defined in the same manner as mentioned above; x and y may be the same as or different
from each other, and are individually an integer of 0 to 4, where x + y = 4), and alkyl ether group-containing trialkyl
ammonium salts represented by the following formula (lla-2) :

(Rsa)gN @ X

(lla - 2)
(Rﬁa)z__o_R7a

(wherein R%2 is a C1-C6 alkyl group; R%2 is a C1-C6 divalent hydrocarbon group; R72 is a C1-C4 alkyl group; z is 1 or
2; and X- is an anion). Introduction of an alkyl ether group may lead to reduction in the viscosity.

[0140] The anion X- may be either an inorganic anion or an organic anion. Examples of the inorganic anion include
AICl, BF 4, PFg, AsFg, TaFg, I, and SbFg. Examples of the organic anion include CF;COO-, CF3SO5, (CF3S0,),N-
, and (C,F5S0,),N-~.

[0141] Inorderto achieve good oxidation resistance and ionic dissociation, BF ;-, PFg", AsFg", and SbFg are preferred.
[0142] Preferred specific examples of the tetraalkyl quaternary ammonium salts include Et,NBF,, Et;NCIO,, Et,;NPFg,
Et,NAsFg, Et,NSbFg, Et,NCF3S0;, EtN(CF3;SO,),N, Et,NC,FoSO5, Et;MeNBF,, Et;MeNCIO,, Et;MeNPFg,
Et;MeNAsFg, Et;MeNSbFg, EtsMeNCF3;SO4, EtsMeN(CF3SO,),N, Et;MeNC,FgSO,, and N,N-diethyl-N-methyl-N-(2-
methoxyethyl)ammonium salt. Particularly preferred examples thereof include Et,NBF,, EtyNPFg, Et,NSbFg, Et;NAsF,
Et;MeNBF,, and an N,N-diethyl-N-methyl-N-(2-methoxyethyl)ammonium salt.

(IIb) Spirocyclic bipyrrolidinium salts

[0143] Preferred examples thereofinclude spirocyclic bipyrrolidinium salts represented by the following formula (l1b-1) :

)n2 (RBB)M

< , (IIb-1)

©
X

(wherein R82 and R%a may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C4 alkyl group; X- is
an anion; n1 is an integer of 0 to 5; and n2 is an integer of 0 to 5); spirocyclic bipyrrolidinium salts represented by the
following formula (llb-2):

R11B)n (R1 Oa

"\@
< , \j (IIb—2)

S
X

(wherein R102 and R112 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C4 alkyl group; X-
is an anion; n3 is an integer of 0 to 5; and n4 is an integer of 0 to 5); and spirocyclic bipyrrolidinium salts represented
by the following formula (l1b-3):
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(R1 3a)n6 (R1 Za)n5

\@/
N (Ib-3)

©
X

(wherein R122 and R132 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C4 alkyl group; X
is an anion; n5 is an integer of 0 to 5; and n6 is an integer of 0 to 5). In order to improve the oxidation resistance, part
or all of the hydrogen atoms in the spirocyclic bipyrrolidinium salt is/are also preferably replaced by a fluorine atom and/or
a C1-C4 fluorine-containing alkyl group.

[0144] Preferred specific examples of the anion X~ are the same as those mentioned for the salts (lla). In order to
achieve good dissociation and a low internal resistance under high voltage, BF;-, PFg", (CF3S0,),N-, or (C,F5SO5),N-
is particularly preferred.

[0145] For example, those represented by the following formulas:

may be mentioned as preferred specific examples of the spirocyclic bipyrrolidinium salts.
[0146] These spirocyclic bipyrrolidinium salts are excellent in the solubility in a solvent, the oxidation resistance, and
the ion conductivity.

(llc) Imidazolium salts

[0147] Preferred examples thereof include imidazolium salts represented by the following formula (llc):
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152 @ 14a
R VAN
~N N/R o (Ilc)

\/ X

(wherein R142 and R1%2 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C6 alkyl group; and
X-is an anion). In order to improve the oxidation resistance, part or all of the hydrogen atoms in the imidazolium salt
is/are also preferably replaced by a fluorine atom and/or a C1-C4 fluorine-containing alkyl group.

[0148] Preferred specific examples of the anion X" are the same as those mentioned for the salts (l1a).

[0149] For example, one represented by the following formula:

H30~@ /\ —CsHs
N N «

may be mentioned as a preferred specific example of the imidazolium salt.
[0150] This imidazolium salt is excellent in that it has a low viscosity and a good solubility.

©

(Ild): N-alkylpyridinium salts

[0151] Preferred examples thereof include N-alkylpyridinium salts represented by the formula (l1d):

® ©
N—R'® X (11d)

(wherein R162 js a C1-C6 alkyl group; and X- is an anion) . In order to improve the oxidation resistance, part or all of the
hydrogen atoms in the N-alkylpyridinium salt is/are also preferably replaced by a fluorine atom and/or a C1-C4 fluorine-
containing alkyl group.

[0152] Preferred specific examples of the anion X- are the same as those mentioned for the salts (l1a).

[0153] For example, those represented by the following formulas:

\N@—GH;; BFe” \N@—CHg PRy

@
N—CH; N(02SCoF5):

@ e \@ ©
N—CsHs BFs N—=C»,H5 PFg
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©)
N—~CsHs N(O2SCoF5)s

may be mentioned as preferred specific examples of the N-alkylpyridinium salts.
[0154] These N-alkylpyridinium salts are excellent in that they have a low viscosity and a good solubility.

(lle) N,N-dialkylpyrrolidinium salts

[0155] Preferred examples thereof include N,N-dialkylpyrrolidinium salts represented by the formula (lle) :

18a 17a
R N /R
N ©

( @7 X (le)

(wherein R172 and R182 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C6 alkyl group; and
X-isananion). In order to improve the oxidation resistance, part or all of the hydrogen atomsin the N,N-dialkylpyrrolidinium

salt is/are also preferably replaced by a fluorine atom and/or a C1-C4 fluorine-containing alkyl group.
[0156] Preferred specific examples of the anion X are the same as those mentioned for the salts (l1a).
[0157] For example, those represented by the following formulas:

CH, CH, Cz\Hs/Cst

N
; : O
BF4 @ 4

/

G =

B
@

@]

,Hs C,H, CH, C,H,

~n

BF
o O
BF, < © 7 BF,

e 2
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C,Hy Cj3H,
/

N ©
® N (0,SC,Fg)

may be mentioned as preferred specific examples of the N,N-dialkylpyrrolidinium salts.

[0158] These N,N-dialkylpyrrolidinium salts are excellent in that they have a low viscosity and a good solubility.
[0159] Preferred among these ammonium salts are those represented by the formula (I1a), (IIb), or (lic) because they
have a good solubility, oxidation resistance, and ion conductivity. More preferred are those represented by the following
formulas:

(M) (E),N® X°,

(ME) 3 N® Xe

|

(Et) , N© x°

l
CHQCHZMO“CHE}

»

\ /
N

_/®\

X

H, C
\N/\N/

\—v

wherein Me is a methyl group; Etis an ethyl group; and X, x, and y are defined in the same manner as in the formula (lla-1).
[0160] The electrolyte salt for electric double layer capacitors may be a lithium salt. Preferred examples of the lithium
salt include LiPFg, LiBF,, LiAsFg, LiSbFg, and LiIN(SO,C,H;g),.

[0161] In order to further increase the capacity, a magnesium salt may be used. Preferred examples of the magnesium
salt include Mg(ClO,), and Mg(OOC,H;),.

[0162] If the electrolyte salt is any of the above ammonium salts, the concentration thereof is preferably 0.6 mol/L or
higher. If the concentration thereof is lower than 0.6 mol/L, not only the low-temperature characteristics may be poor
but also the initial internal resistance may be high. The concentration of the electrolyte salt is more preferably 0.9 mol/L
or higher.

[0163] For good low-temperature characteristics, the upper limit of the concentration is preferably 3.0 mol/L or lower,
more preferably 2.0 mol/L or lower.

[0164] If the ammonium salt is triethyl methyl ammonium tetrafluoroborate (TEMABF,), the concentration thereof is
preferably 0.8 to 1.9 mol/L in order to achieve excellent low-temperature characteristics.

[0165] If the ammonium salt is spirobipyrrolidinium tetrafluoroborate (SBPBF,), the concentration thereof is preferably
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0.7 to 2.0 mol/L.

[0166] The electrolyte solution of the present invention preferably further includes polyethylene oxide that has a weight
average molecular weight of 2000 to 4000 and has -OH, -OCOOH, or -COOH at an end.

[0167] Containing such a compound improves the stability at the interfaces between the electrolyte solution and the
respective electrodes, and thus can improve the battery characteristics.

[0168] Examples of the polyethylene oxide include polyethylene oxide monool, polyethylene oxide carboxylate, poly-
ethylene oxide diol, polyethylene oxide dicarboxylate, polyethylene oxide triol, and polyethylene oxide tricarboxylate.
These may be used alone or in combination of two or more.

[0169] In orderto achieve good battery characteristics, a mixture of polyethylene oxide monool and polyethylene oxide
diol and a mixture of polyethylene oxide carboxylate and polyethylene oxide dicarboxylate are preferred.

[0170] The polyethylene oxide having too small a weight average molecular weight may be easily oxidatively decom-
posed. The weight average molecular weight is more preferably 3000 to 4000.

[0171] The weight average molecular weight can be determined in terms of polystyrene equivalent by gel permeation
chromatography (GPC).

[0172] The amount of the polyethylene oxide is preferably 1 X 106 to 1 X 102 mol/kg in the electrolyte solution. If the
amount of the polyethylene oxide is too large, the battery characteristics may be poor.

[0173] The amount of the polyethylene oxide is more preferably 5 X 10-6 mol/kg or more.

[0174] The electrolyte solution of the present invention preferably further contains, as an additive, at least one selected
from the group consisting of unsaturated cyclic carbonates, fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates, and cyclic sulfonic
acid compounds. Containing these compounds suppresses degradation of the battery characteristics.

[0175] The unsaturated cyclic carbonate is a cyclic carbonate having an unsaturated bond, i.e., a cyclic carbonate
having at least one carbon-carbon unsaturated bond in the molecule. Specific examples thereof include vinylene car-
bonate compounds such as vinylene carbonate, methyl vinylene carbonate, ethyl vinylene carbonate, 4,5-dimethyl
vinylene carbonate, and 4,5-diethyl vinylene carbonate; and vinyl ethylene carbonate compounds such as 4-vinyl ethylene
carbonate (VEC), 4-methyl-4-vinyl ethylene carbonate, 4-ethyl-4-vinyl ethylene carbonate, 4-n-propyl-4-vinylene ethyl-
ene carbonate, 5-methyl-4-vinyl ethylene carbonate, 4,4-divinyl ethylene carbonate, 4,5-divinyl ethylene carbonate, 4,4-
dimethyl-5-methylene ethylene carbonate, and 4,4-diethyl-5-methylene ethylene carbonate. Preferred among these is
vinylene carbonate, 4-vinyl ethylene carbonate, 4-methyl-4-vinyl ethylene carbonate, or 4,5-divinyl ethylene carbonate,
and particularly preferred is vinylene carbonate or 4-vinyl ethylene carbonate.

[0176] The unsaturated cyclic carbonate may have any molecular weight that does not significantly deteriorate the
effects of the present invention. The molecular weight is preferably 50 or higher and 250 or lower. The unsaturated cyclic
carbonate having a molecular weight within this range is likely to assure its solubility in the electrolyte solution and to
enable sufficient achievement of the effects of the present invention. The molecular weight of the unsaturated cyclic
carbonate is more preferably 80 or higher, while more preferably 150 or lower.

[0177] The unsaturated cyclic carbonate may also be preferably a fluorinated unsaturated cyclic carbonate.

[0178] The number of fluorine atoms in the fluorinated unsaturated cyclic carbonate may be any number that is 1 or
greater. The number of fluorine atoms is usually 6 or smaller, preferably 4 or smaller, most preferably 1 or 2.

[0179] Examples of the fluorinated unsaturated cyclic carbonate include fluorinated vinylene carbonate derivatives
and fluorinated ethylene carbonate derivatives substituted with a substituent having an aromatic ring or a carbon-carbon
double bond.

[0180] Examples of the fluorinated vinylene carbonate derivatives include 4-fluorovinylene carbonate, 4-fluoro-5-me-
thyl vinylene carbonate, 4-fluoro-5-phenyl vinylene carbonate, 4-allyl-5-fluorovinylene carbonate, and 4-fluoro-5-vinyl
vinylene carbonate.

[0181] Examples of the fluorinated ethylene carbonate derivatives substituted with a substituent having an aromatic
ring or a carbon-carbon double bond include 4-fluoro-4-vinyl ethylene carbonate, 4-fluoro-4-allyl ethylene carbonate, 4-
fluoro-5-vinyl ethylene carbonate, 4-fluoro-5-allyl ethylene carbonate, 4,4-difluoro-4-vinyl ethylene carbonate, 4,4-dif-
luoro-4-allyl ethylene carbonate, 4,5-difluoro-4-vinyl ethylene carbonate, 4,5-difluoro-4-allyl ethylene carbonate, 4-fluoro-
4,5-divinyl ethylene carbonate, 4-fluoro-4,5-diallyl ethylene carbonate, 4,5-difluoro-4,5-divinyl ethylene carbonate, 4,5-
difluoro-4,5-diallyl ethylene carbonate, 4-fluoro-4-phenyl ethylene carbonate, 4-fluoro-5-phenyl ethylene carbonate, 4,4-
difluoro-5-phenyl ethylene carbonate, and 4,5-difluoro-4-phenyl ethylene carbonate.

[0182] The fluorinated unsaturated cyclic carbonate may have any molecular weight that does not significantly dete-
riorate the effects of the present invention. The molecular weight is preferably 50 or higher and 500 or lower. The
fluorinated unsaturated cyclic carbonate having a molecular weight within this range is likely to assure the solubility of
the fluorinated unsaturated cyclic carbonate in the electrolyte solution and to enable sufficient achievement of the effects
of the present invention.

[0183] The unsaturated cyclic carbonates may be used alone or in any combination of two or more at any ratio.
[0184] Examples of the fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonate include compounds mentioned as examples of the
fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates usable for the solvent.
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[0185] Examples of the cyclic sulfonic acid compounds include 1,3-propane sultone, 1,4-butane sultone, 1-fluoro-1,3-
propane sultone, 2-fluoro-1,3-propane sultone, and 3-fluoro-1,3-propane sultone.

[0186] In order to improve the high-temperature characteristics, the electrolyte solution of the present invention pref-
erably contains 1,3-propane sultone and/or 1,4-butane sultone.

[0187] If at least one compound selected from the group consisting of the unsaturated cyclic carbonates, fluorinated
saturated cyclic carbonates, and the cyclic sulfonic acid compounds is used as an additive, the amount thereof in the
electrolyte solution is preferably 0.1 to 10 mass%, more preferably 1 mass% or more, while more preferably 5 mass%
or less.

[0188] The electrolyte solution of the present invention may further contain any other solvents or additives such as
cyclic or acyclic carboxylates, ether compounds, nitrogen-containing compounds, boron-containing compounds, organic
silicon-containing compounds, fireproof agents (flame retardants), surfactants, additives for increasing the permittivity,
improvers for cycle characteristics and rate characteristics, and overcharge inhibitors, to the extent that the effects of
the present invention are not impaired.

[0189] Examples of the cyclic carboxylates include those having 3 to 12 carbon atoms in total in the structural formula.
Specific examples thereof include gamma-butyrolactone, gamma-valerolactone, gamma-caprolactone, and epsilon-
caprolactone. Particularly preferred is gamma-butyrolactone because it can improve the battery characteristics owing
to improvement in the degree of dissociation of lithium ions.

[0190] In general, the amount of the cyclic carboxylate is preferably 0.1 mass% or more, more preferably 1 mass%
or more, in 100 mass% of the solvent. The cyclic carboxylate in an amount within this range is likely to improve the
electric conductivity of the electrolyte solution, and thus to improve the large-current discharge characteristics of elec-
trolyte batteries. The amount of the cyclic carboxylate is also preferably 10 mass% or less, more preferably 5 mass%
or less. Such an upper limit may allow the electrolyte solution to have a viscosity within an appropriate range, may make
it possible to avoid a reduction in the electric conductivity, may suppress an increase in the resistance of the negative
electrode, and may allow electrolyte batteries to have large-current discharge characteristics within a favorable range.
[0191] The cyclic carboxylate to be suitably used may be a fluorinated cyclic carboxylate (fluorolactone). Examples
of the fluorolactone include fluorolactones represented by the following formula (C):

]
C
x’gxz"c/ o

| |
K15 188 Ly 17,18

(C)

wherein X15 to X20 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually -H, -F, -Cl, -CHs, or a fluorinated
alkyl group; and at least one of X15 to X20 is a fluorinated alkyl group.

[0192] Examples of the fluorinated alkyl group for X'5 to X20 include -CFH,, -CF,H, -CF3, -CH,CF,, -CF,CFj,
-CH,CF,CF3, and -CF(CF3),. In order to achieve high oxidation resistance and an effect of improving the safety, -CH,CF 5
and-CH,CF,CF4 are preferred.

[0193] One of X' to X20 or a plurality thereof may be replaced by -H, -F, -Cl, -CHj or a fluorinated alkyl group only
when at least one of X5 to X20 is a fluorinated alkyl group. In order to achieve a good solubility of the electrolyte salt,
the number of substituents is preferably 1 to 3, more preferably 1 or 2.

[0194] The substitution may be at any of the above sites in the fluorinated alkyl group. In order to achieve a good
synthesizing yield, the substitution site is preferably X17 and/or X'8. In particular, X17 or X18 is preferably a fluorinated
alkyl group, especially, -CH,CF5 or -CH,CF,CF5. The substituent for X' to X20 other than the fluorinated alkyl group
is -H, -F, -Cl, or CH3. In order to achieve a good solubility of the electrolyte salt, -H is preferred.

[0195] In addition tothose represented by the above formula, the fluorolactone may also be a fluorolactone represented
by the following formula (D):
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0

N

A

i
(D)
Rf'2—x2'C. C

XZZXZS
e
/ \ 25

X24 X

wherein one of A and B is CX26X27 (where X26 and X27 may be the same as or different from each other, and are
individually -H, -F, -Cl, -CF5, -CH,, or an alkylene group in which a hydrogen atom may optionally be replaced by a
halogen atom and which may optionally has a hetero atom in the chain) and the other is an oxygen atom; Rf'2 is a
fluorinated alkyl group or fluorinated alkoxy group which may optionally have an ether bond; X2! and X22 may be the
same as or different from each other, and are individually -H, -F, -Cl, -CF3, or CH5; X23 to X25 may be the same as or
different from each other, and are individually -H, -F, -Cl, or an alkyl group in which a hydrogen atom may optionally be
replaced by a halogen atom and which may optionally contain a hetero atom in the chain; and n =0 or 1.

[0196] Preferred examples of the fluorolactone represented by the formula (D) include a 5-membered ring structure
represented by the following formula (E):

?
C
A/ \B (E)

| |
Rl 2—x21 Oy 22y 2

(wherein A, B, Rf12, X21, X22_ and X23 are defined in the same manner as in the formula (D)) because it is easily
synthesized and has good chemical stability. Further, in relation to the combination of A and B, fluorolactones represented
by the following formula (F):

0o
I

C
O/ \szﬁxﬂ -

|
12_yonb oo

Rf

(wherein Rf12, X21, X22, X23, X26, and X27 are defined in the same manner as in the formula (D)) and fluorolactones
represented by the following formula (G):

0
I

C
X27X260/ \O

I ‘ (G)

12 21 22,23

Rf “—X" C—CX™X

(wherein Rf12, X21 X22, X23 X26 and X27 are defined in the same manner as in the formula (D)) may be mentioned.
[0197] In orderto particularly achieve excellent characteristics such as a high permittivity and a high withstand voltage,
and to improve the characteristics of the electrolyte solution in the present invention, for example, to achieve a good
solubility of the electrolyte salt and to well reduce the internal resistance, those represented by the following formulas:

30



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 3 509 156 A1

o]
]

0
I
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N
cn,, 4] CH,

CFysCH,— (L——-—-—-JZHg CF4CF,— Hl—-—-—-—le

L] A

O O
g 1
N
0] CH, O CH,

i J: CF,
CF,CF,CH,~HC——CH, cpscp--Hl———--(LHz

o} o o
: | :
N PN /
H,C o H,C o FHC 0
Hzl———-—lHF Hz(l:——-—-'LFz Hzl-——-iﬂz
0
i i
RN
F, F,C 0

Cc (8]
HZJZ tLH, | HJ:
may be mentioned.

[0198] Containing a fluorinated cyclic carboxylate leads to effects of, for example, improving the ion conductivity,
improving the safety, and improving the stability at high temperature.

[0199] Examples of the acyclic carboxylate include those having three to seven carbon atoms in total in the structural
formula. Specific examples thereof include methyl acetate, ethyl acetate, n-propyl acetate, isopropyl acetate, n-butyl
acetate, isobutyl acetate, t-butyl acetate, methyl propionate, ethyl propionate, n-propyl propionate, isopropyl propionate,
n-butyl propionate, isobutyl propionate, t-butyl propionate, methyl butyrate, ethyl butyrate, n-propyl butyrate, n-propyl
butyrate, isopropyl butyrate, methyl isobutyrate, ethyl isobutyrate, n-propyl isobutyrate, and isopropyl isobutyrate.
[0200] In order to improve the ion conductivity owing to a reduction in the viscosity, preferred are methyl acetate, ethyl
acetate, n-propyl acetate, n-butyl acetate, methyl propionate, ethyl propionate, n-propyl propionate, isopropyl propionate,
methyl butyrate, and ethyl butyrate, for example.

[0201] Also, afluorinated acyclic carboxylate (fluorine-containing ester) may also suitably be used. Preferred examples
of the fluorine-containing ester include fluorinated acyclic carboxylates represented by the following formula (H):

Rf10COORf!1 (H)
(wherein Rf10 is a C1-C2 fluorinated alkyl group; and Rf!! is a C1-C4 fluorinated alkyl group) because they are high in
flame retardance and have good compatibility with other solvents and good oxidation resistance.

[0202] Examples of the group for Rf'0include CF4-, CF5CF -, HCF,CF -, HCF,-, CH5CF,-, and CF5CH,-. In order to
achieve good rate characteristics, CF5- and CF3;CF,- are particularly preferred.
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[0203] Examples of the group for Rf'! include -CF, -CF,CF, -CH(CF3),, -CH,CF3, -CH,CH,CF 3, -CH,CF,CFHCF3,
-CH,C5F5,-CH,CF,CF,H, -CH,CH,CoF 5, -CH,CF,CF3, and -CH,CF,CF,CF5. In order to achieve good compatibility
with other solvents,-CH,CF3, -CH(CF3),, -CH,C5F 5, and -CH,CF,CF,H are particularly preferred.

[0204] Specifically, for example, the fluorinated acyclic carboxylate may include one or two or more of
CF3C(=0)OCH,CF,, CF3C(=0)OCH,CH,CFj, CF3C(=0)OCH,C,F 5, CF3C(=0)OCH,CF,CF,H, and
CF;C(=0)OCH(CF3),. In order to achieve good compatibility with other solvents and good rate characteristics,
CF3C(=0)OCH,C,F§, CF,;C (=0)OCH,CF,CF,H, CF;C(=0)OCH,CF3, and CF;C (=O)OCH(CF3), are particularly pre-
ferred.

[0205] The ether compound is preferably a C3-C10 acyclic ether or a C3-C6 cyclic ether.

[0206] Examples of the C3-C10 acyclic ether include diethyl ether, di-n-butyl ether, dimethoxy methane, methoxy
ethoxy methane, diethoxy methane, dimethoxy ethane, methoxy ethoxy ethane, diethoxy ethane, ethylene glycol di-n-
propyl ether, ethylene glycol di-n-butyl ether, and diethylene glycol dimethyl ether.

[0207] The ether compound may suitably be a fluorinated ether.

[0208] One example of the fluorinated ether is a fluorinated ether (l) represented by the following formula (1):

Rf13-0-Rf14 ()

(wherein Rf'3 and Rf14 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C10 alkyl group or
a C1-C10 fluorinated alkyl group; and at least one of Rf'3 and Rf'4 is a fluorinated alkyl group). Containing the fluorinated
ether (I) can improve the flame retardance of the electrolyte solution, as well as improve the stability and safety at high
temperature under high voltage.

[0209] In the formula (1), at least one of Rf'3 and Rf'4 has only to be a C1-C10 fluorinated alkyl group. In order to
further improve the flame retardance and the stability and safety at high temperature under high voltage of the electrolyte
solution, both Rf'3 and Rf'4 are preferably a C1-C10 fluorinated alkyl group. In this case, Rf'3 and Rf'4 may be the same
as or different from each other.

[0210] Preferably, Rf'3 and Rf!4 are the same as or different from each other, and Rf'3 is a C3-C6 fluorinated alkyl
group and Rf'4 is a C2-C6 fluorinated alkyl group.

[0211] If the sum of the carbon numbers of Rf13 and Rf'4 is too small, the fluorinated ether may have too low a boiling
point. If the carbon number of Rf'3 or Rf14 is too large, the solubility of the electrolyte salt may be low, which may cause
a bad influence on the compatibility with other solvent, and the viscosity may be high so that the rate characteristics
(viscosity) may be poor. In order to achieve excellent rate characteristics and boiling point, advantageously, the carbon
number of Rf'3is 3 or 4 and the carbon number of Rf'4 is 2 or 3.

[0212] The fluorinated ether (I) preferably has a fluorine content of 40 to 75 mass%. The fluorinated ether (1) having
a fluorine content within this range may lead to particularly excellent balance between the flame retardance and the
compatibility. The above range is also preferred for good oxidation resistance and safety.

[0213] The lower limit of the fluorine content is more preferably 45 mass %, still more preferably 50 mass%, particularly
preferably 55 mass%. The upper limit thereof is more preferably 70 mass%, still more preferably 66 mass%.

[0214] The fluorine content of the fluorinated ether (l) is a value calculated based on the structural formula of the
fluorinated ether (I) by the following formula:

{ (number of fluorine atoms x 19)/(molecular weight of
fluorinated ether (I))} x 100(%).

[0215] Examples of the group for Rf'3 include CF3CF,CH,-, CF4CFHCF,-, HCF,CF,CF,-, HCF,CF,CH,-,
CF;CF,CH,CH,-, CF3CFHCF,CH,-, HCF,CF,CF,CF,-, HCF,CF,CF,CH,-, HCF,CF,CH,CH,-, and HCF,CF (CF3)
CH,-. Examples of the group for Rf'4 include -CH,CF,CFj3 -CF,CFHCF5, -CF,CF,CF,H, -CH,CF,CF,H,
-CH,CH,CF,CF5, -CH,CF,CFHCF;, -CF,CF,CF,CF,H, -CH,CF,CF,CF,H, -CH,CH,CF,CF,H,-CH,CF(CF3)CF,H,
-CF,CF,H, -CH,CF,H, and -CF,CHa.

[0216] Specific examples of the fluorinated ether (l) include HCF,CF,CH,OCF,CF,H, CF;CF,CH,OCF,CF,H,
HCF,CF,CH,OCF,CFHCF3;, CF3;CF,CH,OCF,CFHCF;, CgF430CHj;, CgF130C,Hs, CgF470CH3, CgF170CoHs,
CF;CFHCF,CH(CH3)OCF,CFHCF;, HCF,CF,OCH(CyH5),, HCF,CF,OC4Hg, HCF,CF,OCH,CH(C,Hs5),, and
HCF,CF,0CH,CH(CHy,).

[0217] In particular, those having HCF,- or CF;CFH- at one end or both ends can provide a fluorinated ether (1)
excellent in polarizability and having a high boiling point. The boiling point of the fluorinated ether (1) is preferably 67°C
to 120°C. It is more preferably 80°C or higher, still more preferably 90°C or higher.

[0218] Such a fluorinated ether (I) may include one or two or more of CF;CH,OCF,CFHCFj,
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CF3CF,CH,0OCF,CFHCFj3, HCF,CF,CH,OCF,CFHCF, HCF,CF,CH,OCH,CF,CF,H,
CF;CFHCF,CH,OCF,CFHCF5, HCF,CF,CH,OCF,CF,H, CF3CF,CH,OCF,CF,H, and the like.

[0219] In order to advantageously achieve a high boiling point, good compatibility with other solvents, and a good
solubility of the electrolyte salt, the fluorinated ether (I) is preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of
HCF,CF,CH,OCF,CFHCF; (boiling point: 106°C), CF;CF,CH,OCF,CFHCF; (boiling point: 82°C),
HCF,CF,CH,OCF,CF5H (boiling point: 92°C), and CF,CF,CH,OCF,CF,H (boiling point: 68°C), more preferably at
least one selected from the group consisting of HCF,CF,CH,OCF,CFHCF; (boiling point: 106°C) and
HCF,CF,CH,OCF,CF,H (boiling point: 92°C) .

[0220] Examples of the C3-C6 cyclic ether include 1,3-dioxane, 2-methyl-1,3-dioxane, 4-methyl-1,3-dioxane, 1,4-
dioxane, and fluorinated compounds thereof. Preferred are dimethoxy methane, diethoxy methane, ethoxy methoxy
methane, ethylene glycol n-propyl ether, ethylene glycol di-n-butyl ether, and diethylene glycol dimethyl ether because
they have a high ability to solvate with lithium ions and improve the degree of ion dissociation. Particularly preferred are
dimethoxy methane, diethoxy methane, and ethoxy methoxy methane because they have a low viscosity and give a
high ion conductivity.

[0221] Examples of the nitrogen-containing compound include nitrile, fluorine-containing nitrile, carboxylic acid amide,
fluorine-containing carboxylic acid amide, sulfonic acid amide, and fluorine-containing sulfonic acid amide. Also, 1-
methyl-2-pyrrolidinone, 1-methyl-2-piperidone, 3-methyl-2-oxazilidinone, 1,3-dimethyl-2-imidazolidinone, and N-meth-
ylsuccinimide may be used.

[0222] Examples of the boron-containing compounds include borate esters such as trimethyl borate and triethyl borate,
boric acid ethers, and alkyl borates.

[0223] Examples of the organic silicon-containing compounds include (CH3),-Si and (CHj)5-Si-Si (CH3)5.

[0224] Examples of the fireproof agents (flame retardants) include organophosphates and phosphazene-based com-
pounds. Examples of the organophosphates include fluoroalkyl phosphates, non-fluoroalkyl phosphates, and aryl phos-
phates. Particularly preferred are fluoroalkyl phosphates because they can show a flame retardant effect even at a small
amount.

[0225] Specific examples of the fluoroalkyl phosphates include fluorodialkyl phosphates disclosed in JP H11-233141
A, alkyl phosphates disclosed in JP H11-283669 A, and fluorotrialkyl phosphates.

[0226] Preferred as the fireproof agents (flame retardants) are (CH;0);P=0 and (CF3CH,0);P=0, for example.
[0227] The surfactant may be any of cationic surfactants, anionic surfactants, nonionic surfactants, and amphoteric
surfactants. In order to achieve good cycle characteristics and rate characteristics, the surfactant is preferably one
containing a fluorine atom.

[0228] Preferred examples of such a surfactant containing a fluorine atom include fluorine-containing carboxylic acid
salts represented by the following formula (J):

Rf15CO0-M* )

(wherein Rf'5 is a C3-C10 fluorine-containing alkyl group which may optionally have an ether bond; M* is Li*, Na*, K*,
or NHR’;* (where R’s may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually H or a C1-C3 alkyl group)),
and fluorine-containing sulfonic acid salts represented by the following formula (K):

Rf16S0, M+ (K)

(wherein Rf'6 is a C3-C10 fluorine-containing alkyl group which may optionally have an ether bond; M* is Li*, Na*, K*,
or NHR’;* (where R’s may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually H or a C1-C3 alkyl group)).
[0229] In order to reduce the surface tension of the electrolyte solution without impairing the charge and discharge
cycle characteristics, the amount of the surfactant is preferably 0.01 to 2 mass% in the electrolyte solution.

[0230] Examples of the additives for increasing the permittivity include sulfolane, methyl sulfolane, y-butyrolactone, y-
valerolactone, acetonitrile, and propionitrile.

[0231] Examplesoftheimprovers for cycle characteristics and rate characteristics include methyl acetate, ethyl acetate,
tetrahydrofuran, and 1,4-dioxane.

[0232] Inorderto suppress burst or combustion of batteries in case of overcharge, for example, the overcharge inhibitor
is preferably an overcharge inhibitor having an aromatic ring. Examples of the overcharge inhibitor having an aromatic
ring include aromatic compounds such as cyclohexyl benzene, biphenyl, alkyl biphenyl, terphenyl, partially hydrogenated
terphenyl, t-butyl benzene, t-amyl benzene, diphenyl ether, benzofuran, dibenzofuran, dichloroaniline, and toluene;
fluorinated aromatic compounds such as hexafluorobenzene, fluorobenzene, 2-fluorobiphenyl, o-cyclohexyl fluoroben-
zene, and p-cyclohexyl fluorobenzene; and fluoroanisole compounds such as 2,4-difluoroanisole, 2,5-difluoroanisole,
2,6-difluoroanisole, and 3,5-difluoroanisole. Preferred are aromatic compounds such as biphenyl, alkyl biphenyl, terphe-
nyl, partially hydrogenated terphenyl, cyclohexyl benzene, t-butyl benzene, t-amyl benzene, diphenyl ether, and diben-
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zofuran. These compounds may be used alone or in combination of two or more. In the case of combination use of two
or more compounds, preferred is a combination of cyclohexyl benzene and t-butyl benzene or t-amyl benzene, or a
combination of at least one oxygen-free aromatic compound selected from biphenyl, alkyl biphenyl, terphenyl, partially
hydrogenated terphenyl, cyclohexyl benzene, t-butyl benzene, t-amyl benzene, and the like, and at least one oxygen-
containing aromatic compound selected from diphenyl ether, dibenzofuran, and the like. Such combinations lead to good
balance between the overcharge inhibiting characteristics and the high-temperature storage characteristics.

[0233] In order to suppress burst or combustion of batteries in case of overcharge, for example, the amount of the
overcharge inhibitor is preferably 0.1 to 5 mass% in the electrolyte solution.

[0234] The electrolyte solution of the present invention may further contain other known assistants to the extent that
the effects of the present invention are not impaired. Examples of such known assistants include carbonate compounds
such as erythritan carbonate, spiro-bis-dimethylene carbonate, and methoxy ethyl-methyl carbonate; carboxylic anhy-
drides such as succinic anhydride, glutaric anhydride, maleic anhydride, citraconic anhydride, glutaconic anhydride,
itaconic anhydride, diglycolic anhydride, cyclohexanedicarboxylic anhydride, cyclopentanetetracarboxylic dianhydride,
and phenylsuccinic anhydride; spiro compounds such as 2,4,8,10-tetraoxaspiro[5.5]Jundecane and 3,9-divinyl-2,4,8,10-
tetraoxaspiro[5.5]Jundecane; sulfur-containing compounds such as ethylene sulfite, methyl fluorosulfonate, ethyl fluoro-
sulfonate, methyl methanesulfonate, ethyl methanesulfonate, busulfan, sulfolene, diphenyl sulfone, N,N-dimethyl meth-
ane sulfone amide, N,N-diethyl methane sulfone amide, and like other chain sulfones, fluorine-containing chain sulfones,
chain sulfonates, fluorine-containing chain sulfonates, cyclic sulfones, fluorine-containing cyclic sulfones, halides of
sulfonic acid, and halides of fluorine-containing sulfonic acid; and fluoroaromatic compounds such as hydrocarbon
compounds, including heptane, octane, nonane, decane, and cycloheptane. These compounds may be used alone or
in combination of two or more. These assistants can improve the capacity retention characteristics and the cycle char-
acteristics after high-temperature storage.

[0235] The electrolyte solution of the present invention may be combined with a polymer material and thereby formed
into a gel-like (plasticized), gel electrolyte solution.

[0236] Examples of such a polymer material include conventionally known polyethylene oxide and polypropylene
oxide, modified products thereof (see JP H08-222270 A, JP 2002-100405 A); polyacrylate-based polymers, polyacry-
lonitrile, and fluororesins such as polyvinylidene fluoride and vinylidene fluoride-hexafluoropropylene copolymers (see
JP H04-506726 T, JP H08-507407 T, JP H10-294131 A); and complexes of any of these fluororesins and any hydrocarbon
resin (see JP H11-35765 A, JP H11-86630 A). In particular, polyvinylidene fluoride or a vinylidene fluoride-hexafluoro-
propylene copolymer is preferably used as a polymer material for gel electrolytes.

[0237] The electrolyte solution of the present invention may also contain an ion conductive compound disclosed in
Japanese Patent Application No. 2004-301934.

[0238] This ion conductive compound is an amorphous fluoropolyether compound having a fluorine-containing group
at a side chain and is represented by the formula (1-1):

A-(D)-B (1-1)
wherein D is represented by the formula (2-1):
“(D1)n~(FAE)m~(AE)5~(Y)q- (2-1)
[wherein D1 is an ether unit having a fluoro ether group at a side chain and is represented by the formula (2a):
(RY) —Rf{
—{CH=~CH,~O}— (2 a)

(wherein Rf is a fluoro ether group which may optionally have a cross-linkable functional group; and R0 is a group or a
bond that links Rf and the main chain);
[0239] FAE is an ether unit having a fluorinated alkyl group at a side chain and is represented by the formula (2b):

(R¥) —Rfa
|
—£CH-CH,—- 0} (2b)
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(wherein Rfa is a hydrogen atom or a fluorinated alkyl group which may optionally have a cross-linkable functional group;
and R is a group or a bond that links Rfa and the main chain);
[0240] AE is an ether unit represented by the formula (2c):

(R12) —R
|
-t CH—CH,— O0»— (2¢)

(wherein R13is a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group which may optionally have a cross-linkable functional group, an aliphatic
cyclic hydrocarbon group which may optionally have a cross-linkable functional group, or an aromatic hydrocarbon group
which may optionally have a cross-linkable functional group; and R12 is a group or a bond thatlinks R'3 and the main chain);
[0241] Y is a unit having at least one selected from the formulas (2d-1) to (2d-3):

—C -0 (2d—-1) .

—£S -0 (2d-2) .

O
I
—P —0OF— (2d—3)
I
0O

n is an integer of 0 to 200;

m is an integer of 0 to 200;

p is an integer of 0 to 10000;

g is an integer of 1 to 100;

n+mis not 0; and

the bonding order of D1, FAE, AE, and Y is not specified]; and

A and B may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a hydrogen atom, an alkyl group
which may optionally have a fluorine atom and/or a cross-linkable functional group, a phenyl group which may
optionally have a fluorine atom and/or a cross-linkable functional group, a -COOH group, -OR (where R is a hydrogen
atom or an alkyl group which may optionally have a fluorine atom and/or a cross-linkable functional group), an ester
group, or a carbonate group (if an end of D is an oxygen atom, A and B each are none of a -COOH group, -OR, an
ester group, and a carbonate group).

[0242] The electrolyte solution of the present invention may further contain other additives, if necessary. Examples of
such other additives include metal oxides and glass.

[0243] The electrolyte solution of the present invention may be prepared by any method using the aforementioned
components.

[0244] The electrolyte solution of the present invention contains at least one selected from the group consisting of the
compounds represented by the formula (1) and the compounds represented by the formula (2). Such a configuration
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enables production of secondary batteries whose internal resistance is less likely to increase even after repeated charge
and discharge and whose cycle capacity retention ratio is high. Accordingly, the electrolyte solution of the present
invention can be suitably applied to electrochemical devices such as secondary batteries. Such an electrochemical
device or secondary battery including the electrolyte solution of the present invention is also one aspect of the present
invention.

[0245] Examples of the electrochemical devices include lithium ion secondary batteries, capacitors (electric double-
layer capacitors), radical batteries, solar cells (in particular, dye-sensitized solar cells), fuel cells, various electrochemical
sensors, electrochromic elements, electrochemical switching elements, aluminum electrolytic capacitors, and tantalum
electrolytic capacitors. Preferred are lithium ion secondary batteries and electric double-layer capacitors.

[0246] In the following, a lithium ion secondary battery is described as an example of the electrochemical device or
secondary battery of the present invention.

[0247] The lithium ion secondary battery includes a positive electrode, a negative electrode, and the aforementioned
electrolyte solution.

<Positive electrode>

[0248] The positive electrode is formed from a positive electrode mixture containing a positive electrode active material,
which is a material of the positive electrode, and a current collector.

[0249] The positive electrode active material may be any material that can electrochemically occlude and release
lithium ions. For example, a substance containing lithium and at least one transition metal is preferred. Specific examples
thereof include lithium-containing transition metal complex oxides and lithium-containing transition metal phosphoric
acid compounds. In particular, the positive electrode active material is preferably a lithium-containing transition metal
complex oxide that generates a high voltage.

[0250] Examples of the lithium-containing transition metal complex oxides include

lithium-manganese spinel complex oxides represented by the formula (L) : Li,Mn, M1,0,4 (wherein 0.9 <a; 0 <b < 1.5;
and M1 is at least one metal selected from the group consisting of Fe, Co, Ni, Cu, Zn, Al, Sn, Cr, V, Ti, Mg, Ca, Sr, B,
Ga, In, Si, and Ge),

lithium-nickel complex oxides represented by the formula (M) : LiNi;_;M2.0, (wherein 0 < ¢ < 0.5; and M2 is at least one
metal selected from the group consisting of Fe, Co, Mn, Cu, Zn, Al, Sn, Cr, V, Ti, Mg, Ca, Sr, B, Ga, In, Si, and Ge), and
lithium-cobalt complex oxides represented by the formula (N) : LiCo,_4M3,0, (wherein 0 < d < 0.5; and M3 is at least
one metal selected from the group consisting of Fe, Ni, Mn, Cu, Zn, Al, Sn, Cr, V, Ti, Mg, Ca, Sr, B, Ga, In, Si, and Ge).
[0251] Inorderto provide a high-power lithium ion secondary battery having a high energy density, preferred is LiCoO,,
LiMnO,, LiNiO,, LiMn,0y, LiNig gCoq 15Alg 9502, LiNig sMn 504, or LiNi;;3C04,3Mn;30,.

[0252] Examples of other positive electrode active materials include LiFePO,, LiNiygCoq 50,5, Lij sFeq 4Mng 405,
LiNig sMng 505, and LiV;0g.

[0253] In order to improve the continuous charge characteristics, the positive electrode active material preferably
contains lithium phosphate. The use of lithium phosphate may be achieved in any manner, and the positive electrode
active material and lithium phosphate are preferably used in admixture. The lower limit of the amount of lithium phosphate
in the sum of the amounts of the positive electrode active material and the lithium phosphate is preferably 0.1 mass%
or more, more preferably 0.3 mass% or more, still more preferably 0.5 mass% or more, whereas the upper limit thereof
is preferably 10 mass% or less, more preferably 8 mass% or less, still more preferably 5 mass% or less.

[0254] To the surface of the positive electrode active material may be attached a substance having a composition
different from the positive electrode active material. Examples of the substance attached to the surface include oxides
such as aluminum oxide, silicon oxide, titanium oxide, zirconium oxide, magnesium oxide, calcium oxide, boron oxide,
antimony oxide, and bismuth oxide; sulfates such as lithium sulfate, sodium sulfate, potassium sulfate, magnesium
sulfate, calcium sulfate, and aluminum sulfate; carbonates such as lithium carbonate, calcium carbonate, magnesium
carbonate; and carbon.

[0255] Such a substance may be attached to the surface of the positive electrode active material by, for example, a
method of dissolving or suspending the substance in a solvent, impregnating the solution or suspension into the positive
electrode active material, and drying the impregnated material; a method of dissolving or suspending a precursor of the
substance in a solvent, impregnating the solution or suspension into the positive electrode active material, and reacting
the material and the precursor by heating; or a method of adding the substance to a precursor of the positive electrode
active material and simultaneously sintering the materials. In the case where carbon is to be attached, a carbonaceous
material in the form of activated carbon, for example, may be mechanically attached to the surface afterward.

[0256] The lower limit of the amount (in terms of mass) of the substance attached to the surface relative to the amount
of the positive electrode active material is preferably 0.1 ppm or more, more preferably 1 ppm or more, still more preferably
10 ppm or more, whereas the upper limit thereof is preferably 20% or less, more preferably 10% or less, still more
preferably 5% or less. The substance attached to the surface suppresses the oxidation of the electrolyte solution on the
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surface of the positive electrode active material, so that the battery life is improved. If the amount thereof is too small,
the substance fails to sufficiently provide the effect. If the amount thereof is too large, the substance may hinder the
entrance and exit of lithium ions, so that the resistance may be increased.

[0257] Particles of the positive electrode active material may have any conventionally used shape, such as an ag-
glomerative shape, a polyhedral shape, a spherical shape, an ellipsoidal shape, a plate shape, a needle shape, or a
pillar shape. The primary particles may agglomerate to form secondary patrticles.

[0258] The positive electrode active material has a tap density of preferably 0.5 g/cm3 or higher, more preferably 0.8
g/cm3 or higher, still more preferably 1.0 g/cm?3 or higher. If the tap density of the positive electrode active material is
below the lower limit, an increased amount of a dispersion medium is required, as well as increased amounts of a
conductive material and a binder are required in formation of a positive electrode active material layer. Thus, the filling
rate of the positive electrode active material into the positive electrode active material layer may be limited and the
battery capacity may be limited. With a complex oxide powder having a high tap density, a positive electrode active
material layer with a high density can be formed. The tap density is preferably as high as possible and has no upper
limit, in general. Still, if the tap density is too high, diffusion of lithium ions in the positive electrode active material layer
with the electrolyte solution serving as a diffusion medium may function as a rate-determining step, so that the load
characteristics may be easily impaired. Thus, the upper limit of the tap density is preferably 4.0 g/cm3 or lower, more
preferably 3.7 g/cm3 or lower, still more preferably 3.5 g/cm3 or lower.

[0259] The tap density is determined as a powder filling density (tap density) g/cc when 5 to 10 g of the positive
electrode active material powder is filled into a 10-ml glass graduated cylinder and the cylinder is tapped 200 times with
a stroke of about 20 mm.

[0260] The particles of the positive electrode active material have a median size d50 (if the primary particles agglomerate
to form secondary particles, the secondary particle size) of preferably 0.3 um or greater, more preferably 0.5 um or
greater, still more preferably 0.8 wm or greater, most preferably 1.0 wm or greater, whereas the median size d50 is
preferably 30 wm or smaller, more preferably 27 um or smaller, still more preferably 25 um or smaller, most preferably
22 pm or smaller. If the median size is below the lower limit, products with a high tap density may not be obtained. If
the median size exceeds the upper limit, diffusion of lithium in the positive electrode active material layer may take a
long time, so that the battery performance may be poor or streaks may be formed in formation of positive electrodes for
batteries, i.e., when the active material and components such as a conductive material and a binder are formed into
slurry by adding a solvent and the slurry is applied in the form of a film, for example. Mixing two or more positive electrode
active materials having different median sizes d50 leads to further improved filling in formation of positive electrodes.
[0261] The median size d50 is determined using a known laser diffraction/scattering particle size distribution analyzer.
In the case of using LA-920 (Horiba, Ltd.) as the particle size distribution analyzer, the dispersion medium used in the
measurement is a 0.1 mass% sodium hexametaphosphate aqueous solution and the measurement refractive index is
set to 1.24 after 5-minute ultrasonic dispersion.

[0262] If the primary particles agglomerate to form secondary particles, the average primary particle size of the positive
electrode active material is preferably 0.05 wm or greater, more preferably 0.1 wm or greater, still more preferably 0.2
wm or greater. The upper limit thereof is preferably 5 wm or smaller, more preferably 4 wm or smaller, still more preferably
3 pm or smaller, most preferably 2 um or smaller. If the average primary particle size exceeds the upper limit, spherical
secondary particles are difficult to form, which may have a bad influence on the powder filling or may cause a great
reduction in the specific surface area. Thus, the battery performance such as output characteristics is more likely to be
impaired. In contrast, if the average primary particle size is below the lower limit, the crystals usually do not sufficiently
grow. Thus, charge and discharge may be poorly reversible.

[0263] The primary particle size is measured by scanning electron microscopic (SEM) observation. Specifically, the
primary particle size is determined as follows. A photograph at a magnification of 10000x is first taken. Any 50 primary
particles are selected and the maximum length between the left and right boundary lines of each primary particle is
measured along the horizontal line. Then, the average value of the maximum lengths is calculated, which is defined as
the primary particle size.

[0264] The positive electrode active material has a BET specific surface area of preferably 0.1 m2/g or larger, more
preferably 0.2 m2/g or larger, still more preferably 0.3 m2/g or larger. The BET specific surface area is preferably 50
m2/g or smaller, more preferably 40 m2/g or smaller, still more preferably 30 m2/g or smaller. If the BET specific surface
area is smaller than the above range, the battery performance may be easily impaired. If it is larger than the above
range, the tap density is less likely to be high and formation of the positive electrode active material layer may involve
a difficulty in applying the material.

[0265] The BET specific surface area is defined by a value determined by single point BET nitrogen adsorption utilizing
a gas flow method using a surface area analyzer (e.g., fully automatic surface area measurement device, Ohkura Riken
Co., Ltd.), a sample pre-dried in the stream of nitrogen at 150°C for 30 minutes, and a nitrogen-helium gas mixture with
the nitrogen pressure relative to the atmospheric pressure being accurately adjusted to 0.3.

[0266] When the lithium ion secondary battery is used as a large-size lithium ion secondary battery for hybrid vehicles
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or distributed generation, it is required to achieve a high output. Thus, the particles of the positive electrode active
material preferably mainly include secondary particles.

[0267] The particles of the positive electrode active material preferably include 0.5 to 7.0 vol% of fine particles having
an average secondary particle size of 40 wm or smaller and having an average primary particle size of 1 wm or smaller.
Containing fine particles having an average primary particle size of 1 wm or smaller leads to an increase in the contact
area with the electrolyte solution and more rapid diffusion of lithium ions between the electrode and the electrolyte
solution. As a result, the output performance of the battery can be improved.

[0268] The positive electrode active material can be produced by any usual method of producing inorganic compounds.
In particular, a spherical or ellipsoidal active material can be produced by various methods. For example, a material
substance of transition metal is dissolved or crushed and dispersed in a solvent such as water, and the pH of the solution
or dispersion is adjusted under stirring to form a spherical precursor. The precursor is recovered and, if necessary, dried.
Then, a Li source such as LiOH, Li,CO3, or LINO5 is added thereto and the mixture is sintered at high temperature,
thereby providing an active material.

[0269] In order to produce a positive electrode, the aforementioned positive electrode active materials may be used
alone or in any combination with one or more having different compositions at any ratio. Preferred examples of the
combination in this case include a combination with LiCoO, and LiMn,O,4 in which part of Mn may optionally be replaced
by a different transition metal (e.g., LiNig 33C0( 33Mn; 3305), and a combination with LiCoO, in which part of Co may
optionally be replaced by a different transition metal.

[0270] In order to achieve a high battery capacity, the amount of the positive electrode active material is preferably
50 to 99 mass%, more preferably 80 to 99 mass%, of the positive electrode mixture. The amount of the positive electrode
active material in the positive electrode active material layer is preferably 80 mass% or more, more preferably 82 mass%
or more, particularly preferably 84 mass% or more. The amount thereof is preferably 99 mass% or less, more preferably
98 mass% or less. Too small an amount of the positive electrode active material in the positive electrode active material
layer may lead to an insufficient electric capacity. In contrast, too large an amount thereof may lead to an insufficient
strength of the resulting positive electrode.

[0271] The positive electrode mixture preferably further includes a binder, a thickening agent, and a conductive material.
[0272] The binder may be any material that is safe against a solvent to be used in production of electrodes and the
electrolyte solution. Examples thereof include polyvinylidene fluoride, polytetrafluoroethylene, polyethylene, polypropyl-
ene, SBR (styrene-butadiene rubber), isoprene rubber, butadiene rubber, ethylene-acrylic acid copolymers, ethylene-
methacrylic acid copolymers, polyethylene terephthalate, polymethyl methacrylate, polyimide, aromatic polyamide, cel-
lulose, nitro cellulose, NBR (acrylonitrile-butadiene rubber), fluororubber, ethylene-propylene rubber, styrene-butadiene-
styrene block copolymers or hydrogenated products thereof, EPDM (ethylene-propylene-diene terpolymers), styrene-
ethylene-butadiene-ethylene copolymers, styrene-isoprene-styrene block copolymers or hydrogenated products thereof,
syndiotactic-1,2-polybutadiene, polyvinyl acetate, ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymers, propylene-a-olefin copolymers,
fluorinated polyvinylidene fluoride, polytetrafluoroethylene-ethylene copolymers, and polymer compositions having an
ion conductivity of alkali metal ions (especially, lithium ions). These agents may be used alone or in any combination of
two or more at any ratio.

[0273] The amount of the binder, which is expressed as the proportion of the binder in the positive electrode active
material layer, is usually 0.1 mass% or more, preferably 1 mass% or more, more preferably 1.5 mass% or more. The
proportion is also usually 80 mass% or less, preferably 60 mass% or less, still more preferably 40 mass% or less, most
preferably 10 mass% or less. Too low a proportion of the binder may fail to sufficiently hold the positive electrode active
material so that the resulting positive electrode may have an insufficient mechanical strength, resulting in deteriorated
battery performance such as cycle characteristics. In contrast, too high a proportion thereof may lead to a reduction in
battery capacity and conductivity.

[0274] Examples of the thickening agent include carboxymethyl cellulose, methyl cellulose, hydroxymethyl cellulose,
ethyl cellulose, polyvinyl alcohol, oxidized starch, monostarch phosphate, casein, and salts thereof. These agents may
be used alone or in any combination of two or more at any ratio.

[0275] The proportion of the thickening agent relative to the active material is usually 0.1 mass% or more, preferably
0.2 mass% or more, more preferably 0.3 mass% or more. It is usually 5 mass% or less, preferably 3 mass% or less,
more preferably 2 mass% or less. If the proportion thereof is below this range, easiness of application may be significantly
impaired. If the proportion is above this range, the proportion of the active material in the positive electrode active material
layer decreases, so that the capacity of the battery may decrease or the resistance between the positive electrode active
materials may increase.

[0276] The conductive material may be any known conductive material. Specific examples thereof include metal
materials such as copper and nickel, and carbon materials such as graphite (e.g., natural graphite, artificial graphite),
carbon black (e.g., acetylene black), and amorphous carbon (e.g., needle coke). These materials may be used alone
or in any combination of two or more at any ratio. The conductive material is used such that the amount thereof in the
positive electrode active material layer is usually 0.01 mass% or more, preferably 0.1 mass% or more, more preferably
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1 mass% or more, whereas the amount thereof is usually 50 mass% or less, preferably 30 mass% or less, more preferably
15 mass% or less. If the amount thereof is below this range, the conductivity may be insufficient. In contrast, if the amount
thereof is above this range, the battery capacity may decrease.

[0277] The solvent for forming slurry may be any solvent that can dissolve or disperse therein the positive electrode
active material, the conductive material, and the binder, as well as a thickening agent used if necessary. The solvent
may be either of an aqueous solvent or an organic solvent. Examples of the aqueous medium include water and solvent
mixtures of an alcohol and water. Examples of the organic medium include aliphatic hydrocarbons such as hexane;
aromatic hydrocarbons such as benzene, toluene, xylene, and methyl naphthalene; heterocyclic compounds such as
quinoline and pyridine; ketones such as acetone, methyl ethyl ketone, and cyclohexanone; esters such as methyl acetate
and methyl acrylate; amines such as diethylene triamine and N,N-dimethylaminopropylamine; ethers such as diethyl
ether, propylene oxide, and tetrahydrofuran (THF); amides such as N-methylpyrrolidone (NMP), dimethyl formamide,
and dimethyl acetamide; and aprotic polar solvents such as hexamethyl phospharamide and dimethyl sulfoxide.
[0278] The currentcollector for positive electrodes may be formed from any metal material such as aluminum, titanium,
tantalum, stainless steel, or nickel, or any alloy thereof; or any carbon material such as carbon cloth or carbon paper.
Preferred is any metal material, especially aluminum or alloy thereof.

[0279] In the case of a metal material, the current collector may be in the form of metal foil, metal cylinder, metal coil,
metal plate, metal film, expanded metal, punched metal, metal foam, or the like. In the case of a carbon material, it may
be in the form of carbon plate, carbon film, carbon cylinder, or the like. Preferred among these is a metal film. The film
may be in the form of mesh, as appropriate. The film may have any thickness, and the thickness is usually 1 pm or
greater, preferably 3 um or greater, more preferably 5 um or greater, whereas the thickness is usually 1 mm or smaller,
preferably 100 wm or smaller, more preferably 50 uwm or smaller. If the film is thinner than this range, it may have an
insufficient strength as a current collector. In contrast, if the film is thicker than this range, it may have poor handleability.
[0280] In order to reduce the electronic contact resistance between the current collector and the positive electrode
active material layer, the current collector also preferably has a conductive auxiliary agent applied on the surface thereof.
Examples of the conductive auxiliary agent include carbon and noble metals such as gold, platinum, and silver.

[0281] The ratio between the thicknesses of the current collector and the positive electrode active material layer may
be any value, and the ratio {(thickness of positive electrode active material layer on one side immediately before injection
of electrolyte solution)/(thickness of current collector)} is preferably 20 or lower, more preferably 15 or lower, most
preferably 10 or lower. The ratio is also preferably 0.5 or higher, more preferably 0.8 or higher, most preferably 1 or
higher. If the ratio exceeds this range, the current collector may generate heat due to Joule heating during high-current-
density charge and discharge. If the ratio is below this range, the ratio by volume of the current collector to the positive
electrode active material is so high that the capacity of the battery may decrease.

[0282] The positive electrode may be produced by a usual method. One example of the production method is a method
in which the positive electrode active material is mixed with the aforementioned binder, thickening agent, conductive
material, solvent, and other components to form a slurry-like positive electrode mixture, and then this mixture is applied
to a current collector, dried, and pressed so as to be densified.

[0283] The densification may be achieved using a manual press or a roll press, for example. The density of the positive
electrode active material layer is preferably 1.5 g/cm3 or higher, more preferably 2 g/cm?3 or higher, still more preferably
2.2 g/lcm3 or higher, whereas the density thereof is preferably 5 g/cm3 or lower, more preferably 4.5 g/cm?3 or lower, still
more preferably 4 g/cm3 or lower. If the density is above this range, the permeability of the electrolyte solution toward
the vicinity of the interface between the current collector and the active material may decrease, in particular, the charge
and discharge characteristics at high current density may be impaired, so that a high output may not be achieved. If the
density is below this range, the conductivity between the active materials may decrease and the resistance of the battery
may increase, so that a high output may not be achieved.

[0284] In order to improve the stability at high output and high temperature, the area of the positive electrode active
material layer is preferably large relative to the outer surface area of an external case of the battery in the case of using
the electrolyte solution of the present invention. Specifically, the sum of the areas of the positive electrodes is preferably
15 times or more, more preferably 40 times or more, greater than the surface area of the external case of the secondary
battery. For closed, square-shaped cases, the outer surface area of an external case of the battery herein refers to the
total area calculated from the dimension of length, width, and thickness of the case portion into which a power-generating
element is filled except for a protruding portion of a terminal. For closed, cylinder-like cases, the outer surface area of
an external case of the battery herein refers to a geometric surface area of an approximated cylinder of the case portion
into which a power-generating element is filled except for a protruding portion of a terminal. The sum of the areas of the
positive electrodes herein refers to a geometric surface area of a positive electrode mixture layer opposite to a mixture
layerincluding the negative electrode active material. For structures including a current collector foil and positive electrode
mixture layers on both sides of the current collector, the sum of the areas of the positive electrodes is the sum of the
areas calculated on the respective sides.

[0285] The positive electrode plate may have any thickness. In order to achieve a high capacity and a high output,
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the lower limit of the thickness of the mixture layer on one side of the current collector excluding the thickness of the
base metal foil is preferably 10 wm or greater, more preferably 20 wm or greater, whereas the thickness thereof is
preferably 500 wm or smaller, more preferably 450 pm or smaller.

[0286] To the surface of the positive electrode plate may be attached a substance having a different composition.
Examples of the substance attached to the surface include oxides such as aluminum oxide, silicon oxide, titanium oxide,
zirconium oxide, magnesium oxide, calcium oxide, boron oxide, antimony oxide, and bismuth oxide; sulfates such as
lithium sulfate, sodium sulfate, potassium sulfate, magnesium sulfate, calcium sulfate, and aluminum sulfate; carbonates
such as lithium carbonate, calcium carbonate, and magnesium carbonate; and carbon.

<Negative electrode>

[0287] The negative electrode includes a negative electrode mixture including a negative electrode active material,
and a current collector.

[0288] Examplesofthe negative electrode active material include carbonaceous materials that can occlude and release
lithium such as pyrolysates of organic matter under various pyrolysis conditions, artificial graphite, and natural graphite;
metal oxide materials that can occlude and release lithium such as tin oxide and silicon oxide; lithium metals; various
lithium alloys; and lithium-containing metal complex oxide materials. Two or more of these negative electrode active
materials may be used in admixture.

[0289] The carbonaceous material that can occlude and release lithium is preferably artificial graphite produced by
high-temperature treatment of easily graphitizable pitch from various materials, purified natural graphite, or a material
obtained by surface-treating such graphite with pitch or other organic matter and then carbonizing the surface-treated
graphite. In order to achieve a good balance between the initial irreversible capacity and the high-current-density charge
and discharge characteristics, it is more preferably selected from carbonaceous materials obtained by one or more heat
treatments at 400°C to 3200°C on natural graphite, artificial graphite, artificial carbonaceous substances, or artificial
graphite substances; carbonaceous materials which allow the negative electrode active material layer to include at least
two or more carbonaceous matters having different crystallinities and/or has an interface between the carbonaceous
matters having the different crystallinities; and carbonaceous materials which allow the negative electrode active material
layer to have an interface between at least two or more carbonaceous matters having different orientations. These
carbonaceous materials may be used alone or in any combination of two or more at any ratio.

[0290] Examples of the carbonaceous materials obtained by one or more heat treatments at 400°C to 3200°C on
artificial carbonaceous substances or artificial graphite substances include natural graphite, coal-based coke, petroleum-
based coke, coal-based pitch, petroleum-based pitch, and those prepared by oxidizing these pitches; needle coke, pitch
coke, and carbon materials prepared by partially graphitizing these cokes; pyrolysates of organic matter such as furnace
black, acetylene black, and pitch-based carbon fibers; carbonizable organic matter and carbides thereof; and solutions
prepared by dissolving carbonizable organic matter in a low-molecular-weight organic solvent such as benzene, toluene,
xylene, quinoline, or n-hexane, and carbides thereof.

[0291] The metal material (excluding lithium-titanium complex oxides) to be used as the negative electrode active
material may be any compound that can occlude and release lithium, and examples thereof include simple lithium, simple
metals and alloys that constitute lithium alloys, and oxides, carbides, nitrides, silicides, sulfides, and phosphides thereof.
The simple metals and alloys constituting lithium alloys are preferably materials containing any of metal and semi-metal
elements in the Groups 13 and 14, more preferably simple metal of aluminum, silicon, and tin (hereinafter, referred to
as "specific metal elements"), and alloys and compounds containing any of these atoms. These materials may be used
alone or in combination of two or more at any ratio.

[0292] Examples of the negative electrode active material having at least one atom selected from the specific metal
elements include simple metal of any one specific metal element, alloys of two or more specific metal elements, alloys
of one or two or more specific metal elements and one or two or more other metal elements, compounds containing one
or two or more specific metal elements, and composite compounds such as oxides, carbides, nitrides, silicides, sulfides,
and phosphides of the compounds. Use of such a simple metal, alloy, or metal compound as the negative electrode
active material can give a high capacity to batteries.

[0293] Examples thereof further include compounds in which any of the above composite compounds are complexly
bonded with several elements such as simple metals, alloys, and nonmetal elements. Specifically, in the case of silicon
or tin, for example, an alloy of this element and a metal that does not serve as a negative electrode can be used. In the
case of tin, for example, a composite compound including a combination of 5 or 6 elements, including tin, a metal
(excluding silicon) that serves as a negative electrode, a metal that does not serve as a negative electrode, and a
nonmetal element, can be used.

[0294] Specific examples thereof include simple Si, SiB,, SiBg, Mg,Si, Ni,Si, TiSiy, MoSi,, CoSi,, NiSi,, CaSi,, CrSi,,
CugSi, FeSi,, MnSi,, NbSi,, TaSi,, VSiy, WSi,, ZnSi,, SiC, SizNy4, SioN,O, SiOv (0 < v < 2), LiSiO, simple tin, SnSiO3,
LiSnO, Mg,Sn, and SnOw (0 <w < 2).
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[0295] Examples thereof further include composite materials of Si or Sn used as a first constitutional element, and
second and third constitutional elements. The second constitutional element is at least one selected from cobalt, iron,
magnesium, titanium, vanadium, chromium, manganese, nickel, copper, zinc, gallium, and zirconium, for example. The
third constitutional element is at least one selected from boron, carbon, aluminum, and phosphorus, for example.
[0296] In order to achieve a high battery capacity and excellent battery characteristics, the metal material is preferably
simple silicon or tin (which may contain trace impurities), SiOv (0 < v < 2), SnOw (0 < w < 2), a Si-Co-C composite
material, a Si-Ni-C composite material, a Sn-Co-C composite material, or a Sn-Ni-C composite material.
[0297] The lithium-containing metal complex oxide material to be used as the negative electrode active material may
be any material that can occlude and release lithium. In order to achieve good high-current-density charge and discharge
characteristics, materials containing titanium and lithium are preferred, lithium-containing metal complex oxide materials
containing titanium are more preferred, and complex oxides of lithium and titanium (hereinafter, abbreviated as "lithium
titanium complex oxides") are still more preferred. In other words, use of a spinel-structured lithium titanium complex
oxide contained in the negative electrode active material for electrolyte batteries is particularly preferred because such
a compound markedly reduces the output resistance.
[0298] Preferred examples of the lithium titanium complex oxides include compounds represented by the formula (O):
Li, TiyM,O4 (0)
wherein M is at least one element selected from the group consisting of Na, K, Co, Al, Fe, Ti, Mg, Cr, Ga, Cu, Zn, and Nb.
[0299] Particularly preferred compositions represented by the formula (O) are those satisfying one of the following: (i)
1.2<x<14,15<y<17,z=0(ii)095x<1.1,1.9<y<2.1,z=0 (jii) 0.7 <x < 0.9, 2.1 <y < 2.3, z= 0 because the
compound structure satisfying any of these compositions gives good balance of the battery performance.
[0300] Particularly preferred representative composition of the compound is Li, 3 Tig;30,4 corresponding to the compo-
sition (i), Li;Ti,O,4 corresponding to the composition (ii), and LiysTiy 4,504 corresponding to the composition (jii).
[0301] Preferred examples of the structure satisfying Z # 0 include Liy/3Tig3Al1,304.
[0302] The negative electrode mixture preferably further contains a binder, a thickening agent, and a conductive
material.
[0303] Examples of the binder include the same binders as those mentioned for the positive electrode. The proportion
of the binder relative to the negative electrode active material is preferably 0.1 mass% or more, more preferably 0.5
mass% or more, particularly preferably 0.6 mass% or more. The proportion is also preferably 20 mass% or less, more
preferably 15 mass% or less, still more preferably 10 mass% or less, particularly preferably 8 mass% or less. If the
proportion of the binder relative to the negative electrode active material exceeds the above range, a large amount of
the binder may fail to contribute to the battery capacity, so that the battery capacity may decrease. If the proportion is
lower than the above range, the negative electrode may have a lowered strength.
[0304] In particular, in the case of using a rubbery polymer typified by SBR as a main component, the proportion of
the binder relative to the negative electrode active material is usually 0.1 mass% or more, preferably 0.5 mass% or
more, more preferably 0.6 mass% or more, whereas the proportion thereof is usually 5 mass% or less, preferably 3
mass% or less, more preferably 2 mass% or less. In the case of using a fluoropolymer typified by polyvinylidene fluoride
as a main component, the proportion of the binder relative to the negative electrode active material is usually 1 mass%
or more, preferably 2 mass% or more, more preferably 3 mass% or more, whereas the proportion thereof is usually 15
mass% or less, preferably 10 mass% or less, more preferably 8 mass% or less.
[0305] Examples of the thickening agent include the same thickening agents as those mentioned for the positive
electrode. The proportion of the thickening agent relative to the negative electrode active material is usually 0.1 mass%
or more, preferably 0.5 mass% or more, still more preferably 0.6 mass% or more, whereas the proportion thereof is
usually 5 mass% or less, preferably 3 mass% or less, still more preferably 2 mass% or less. If the proportion of the
thickening agent relative to the negative electrode active material is below the range, easiness of application may be
significantly impaired. If the proportion thereof is above the range, the proportion of the negative electrode active material
in the negative electrode active material layer decreases, so that the capacity of the battery may decrease or the
resistance between the negative electrode active materials may increase.
[0306] Examples of the conductive material of the negative electrode include metal materials such as copper and
nickel; and carbon materials such as graphite and carbon black.
[0307] The solvent for forming slurry may be any solvent that can dissolve or disperse the negative electrode active
material and the binder, and a thickening agent and a conductive material that are used as necessary. The slurry-forming
solvent may be an aqueous solvent or an organic solvent.
[0308] Examples of the aqueous solvent include water and alcohols. Examples of the organic solvent include N-
methylpyrrolidone (NMP), dimethyl formamide, dimethyl acetamide, methyl ethyl ketone, cyclohexanone, methyl acetate,
methyl acrylate, diethyl triamine, N,N-dimethyl aminopropyl amine, tetrahydrofuran (THF), toluene, acetone, diethyl
ether, dimethyl acetamide, hexamethyl phospharamide, dimethyl sulfoxide, benzene, xylene, quinoline, pyridine, methyl
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naphthalene, and hexane.

[0309] Examples of the material of the current collector for negative electrodes include copper, nickel, and stainless
steel. For easy processing of the material into a film and low cost, copper is preferred.

[0310] The current collector usually has a thickness of 1 wm or larger, preferably 5 wm or larger. The thickness is also
usually 100 wm or smaller, preferably 50 wm or smaller. Too thick a negative electrode current collector may cause an
excessive reduction in capacity of the whole battery, whereas too thin a current collector may be difficult to handle.
[0311] The negative electrode may be produced by a usual method. One example of the production method is a
method in which the negative electrode material is mixed with the aforementioned binder, thickening agent, conductive
material, solvent, and other components to form a slurry-like mixture, and then this mixture is applied to a current collector,
dried, and pressed so as to be densified. In the case of using an alloyed material, a thin film layer containing the above
negative electrode active material (negative electrode active material layer) can be produced by vapor deposition,
sputtering, plating, or the like technique.

[0312] The electrode formed from the negative electrode active material may have any structure. The density of the
negative electrode active material existing on the current collector is preferably 1 g-cm3 or higher, more preferably 1.2
g-cm3 or higher, particularly preferably 1.3 g-cm™3 or higher, whereas the density thereof is preferably 2.2 g-cm=3 or
lower, more preferably 2.1 g-cm-3 or lower, still more preferably 2.0 g-cm-3 or lower, particularly preferably 1.9 g-cm-3 or
lower. If the density of the negative electrode active material existing on the current collector exceeds the above range,
the particles of the negative electrode active material may be broken, the initial irreversible capacity may increase, and
the permeability of the electrolyte solution toward the vicinity of the interface between the current collector and the
negative electrode active material may be impaired, so that the high-current-density charge and discharge characteristics
may be impaired. If the density thereof is below the above range, the conductivity between the negative electrode active
materials may be impaired, the resistance of the battery may increase, and the capacity per unit volume may decrease.
[0313] The thickness of the negative electrode plate is a design matter in accordance with the positive electrode plate
to be used, and may be any value. The thickness of the mixture layer excluding the thickness of the base metal foil is
usually 15 um or greater, preferably 20 wm or greater, more preferably 30 um or greater, whereas the thickness thereof
is usually 300 um or smaller, preferably 280 pwm or smaller, more preferably 250 wm or smaller.

[0314] To the surface of the negative electrode plate may be attached a substance having a different composition.
Examples of the substance attached to the surface include oxides such as aluminum oxide, silicon oxide, titanium oxide,
zirconium oxide, magnesium oxide, calcium oxide, boron oxide, antimony oxide, and bismuth oxide; sulfates such as
lithium sulfate, sodium sulfate, potassium sulfate, magnesium sulfate, calcium sulfate, and aluminum sulfate; and car-
bonates such as lithium carbonate, calcium carbonate, and magnesium carbonate.

<Separator>

[0315] The lithium ion secondary battery preferably further includes a separator.

[0316] The separator may be formed from any known material and may have any known shape as long as the resulting
separator is stable to the electrolyte solution and is excellent in a liquid-retaining ability. The separator is preferably in
the form of a porous sheet or a nonwoven fabric which is formed from a material stable to the electrolyte solution of the
present invention, such as resin, glass fiber, or inorganic matter, and which is excellent in a liquid-retaining ability.
[0317] Examples of the material of a resin or glass-fiber separator include polyolefins such as polyethylene and
polypropylene, aromatic polyamide, polytetrafluoroethylene, polyether sulfone, and glass filters. These materials may
be used alone or in any combination of two or more at any ratio, for example, in the form of a polypropylene/polyethylene
bilayer film or a polypropylene/polyethylene/polypropylene trilayer film. In order to achieve good permeability of the
electrolyte solution and a good shut-down effect, the separator is particularly preferably a porous sheet or a nonwoven
fabric formed from polyolefin such as polyethylene or polypropylene.

[0318] The separator may have any thickness, and the thickness is usually 1 um or larger, preferably 5 wm or larger,
more preferably 8 wm or larger, whereas the thickness is usually 50 um or smaller, preferably 40 wm or smaller, more
preferably 30 wm or smaller. If the separator is thinner than the above range, the insulation and mechanical strength
may be poor. Ifthe separator is thicker than the above range, not only the battery performance, such as rate characteristics,
may be poor but also the energy density of the whole electrolyte battery may be low.

[0319] If the separator is a porous one such as a porous sheet or a nonwoven fabric, the separator may have any
porosity. The porosity is usually 20% or higher, preferably 35% or higher, more preferably 45% or higher, whereas the
porosity is usually 90% or lower, preferably 85% or lower, more preferably 75% or lower. If the porosity is lower than
the range, the film resistance tends to be high and the rate characteristics tend to be poor. If the porosity is higher than
the range, the mechanical strength of the separator tends to be low and the insulation tends to be poor.

[0320] The separator may also have any average pore size. The average pore size is usually 0.5 pm or smaller,
preferably 0.2 um or smaller, whereas the average pore size is usually 0.05 wm or larger. If the average pore size
exceeds the range, short circuits may easily occur. If the average pore size is lower than the range, the film resistance
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may be high and the rate characteristics may be poor.

[0321] Examples ofthe inorganic material include oxides such as alumina and silicon dioxide, nitrides such as aluminum
nitride and silicon nitride, and sulfates such as barium sulfate and calcium sulfate. The inorganic material is in the form
of particles or fibers.

[0322] The separator is in the form of a thin film such as a nonwoven fabric, a woven fabric, or a microporous film.
The thin film favorably has a pore size of 0.01 to 1 wm and a thickness of 5 to 50 um. In addition to the form of the above
separate thin film, the separator may have a structure in which a composite porous layer containing particles of the
above inorganic material is formed on the surface of one or both of the positive and negative electrodes using a resin
binder. For example, alumina particles having a 90% particle size of smaller than 1 wm are applied to the respective
surfaces of the positive electrode with fluororesin used as a binder to form a porous layer.

<Battery design>

[0323] The electrode group may be either a laminated structure including the above positive and negative electrode
plates with the above separator in between, or a wound structure including the above positive and negative electrode
plates in spiral with the above separator in between. The proportion of the volume of the electrode group in the battery
internal volume (hereinafter, referred to as an electrode group proportion) is usually 40% or higher, preferably 50% or
higher, whereas the proportion thereof is usually 90% or lower, preferably 80% or lower.

[0324] If the electrode group proportion is lower than the above range, the battery capacity may be low. If the electrode
group proportion exceeds the above range, the battery may have small space for voids. Thus, when the battery tem-
perature rises to high temperature, the components may swell or the liquid fraction of the electrolyte solution shows a
high vapor pressure, so that the internal pressure rises. As a result, the battery characteristics such as charge and
discharge repeatability and the high-temperature storageability may be impaired, and a gas-releasing valve for releasing
the internal pressure toward the outside may work.

[0325] The current collecting structure may be any structure. In order to more effectively improve the high-current-
density charge and discharge characteristics by the electrolyte solution of the present invention, the current collecting
structure is preferably a structure which reduces the resistances at wiring portions and jointing portions. When the internal
resistance is reduced in such amanner, the effects of using the electrolyte solution of the present invention can particularly
favorably be achieved.

[0326] In an electrode group having the layered structure, the metal core portions of the respective electrode layers
are preferably bundled and welded to a terminal. If an electrode has a large area, the internal resistance is high. Thus,
multiple terminals may preferably be formed in the electrode to reduce the resistance. In an electrode group having the
wound structure, multiple lead structures may be disposed on each of the positive electrode and the negative electrode
and bundled to a terminal. Thereby, the internal resistance can be reduced.

[0327] The external case may be made of any material that is stable to an electrolyte solution to be used. Specific
examples thereof include metals such as nickel-plated steel plates, stainless steel, aluminum and aluminum alloys, and
magnesium alloys, and layered film (laminate film) of resin and aluminum foil. In order to reduce the weight, a metal
such as aluminum or an aluminum alloy or a laminate film is favorably used.

[0328] External cases made of metal may have a sealed up structure formed by welding the metal by laser welding,
resistance welding, or ultrasonic welding or a caulking structure using the metal via a resin gasket. External cases made
of alaminate film may have a sealed up structure formed by hot melting the resin layers. In order to improve the sealability,
a resin which is different from the resin of the laminate film may be disposed between the resin layers. Especially, in the
case of forming a sealed up structure by hot melting the resin layers via current collecting terminals, metal and resin are
to be bonded. Thus, the resin to be disposed between the resin layers is favorably a resin having a polar group or a
modified resin having a polar group introduced thereinto.

[0329] The lithium ion secondary battery may have any shape, and examples thereof include cylindrical batteries,
square batteries, laminated batteries, coin batteries, and large-size batteries. The shapes and the configurations of the
positive electrode, the negative electrode, and the separator may be changed in accordance with the shape of the battery.
[0330] A module including the electrochemical device or secondary battery that includes the electrolyte solution of the
present invention is also one aspect of the present invention.

[0331] Examples of the electrochemical device using the electrolyte solution of the presentinvention include an electric
double-layer capacitor.

[0332] In the electric double-layer capacitor, at least one of the positive electrode and the negative electrode is a
polarizable electrode. Examples of the polarizable electrode and a non-polarizable electrode include the following elec-
trodes specifically disclosed in JP H09-7896 A.

[0333] The polarizable electrode mainly containing activated carbon is preferably one containing inactivated carbon
having a large specific surface area and a conductive material, such as carbon black, providing electronic conductivity.
The polarizable electrode can be formed by any of various methods. For example, a polarizable electrode including
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activated carbon and carbon black can be produced by mixing activated carbon powder, carbon black, and phenolic
resin, press-molding the mixture, and then sintering and activating the mixture in an inert gas atmosphere and water
vapor atmosphere. Preferably, this polarizable electrode is bonded to a current collector using a conductive adhesive,
for example.

[0334] Alternatively, a polarizable electrode can also be formed by kneading activated carbon powder, carbon black,
and a binder in the presence of alcohol and forming the mixture into a sheet shape, and then drying the sheet. This
binder may be polytetrafluoroethylene, for example. Alternatively, a polarizable electrode integrated with a current col-
lector can be produced by mixing activated carbon powder, carbon black, a binder, and a solvent to form slurry, applying
this slurry to metal foil of a current collector, and then drying the slurry.

[0335] The electric double-layer capacitor may have polarizable electrodes mainly containing activated carbon on the
respective sides. Still, the electric double-layer capacitor may have a non-polarizable electrode on one side, for example,
a positive electrode mainly including an electrode active material such as a metal oxide and a negative electrode including
a polarizable electrode that mainly contains activated carbon may be combined; or a negative electrode mainly including
a carbon material that can reversibly occlude and release lithium ions or a negative electrode of lithium metal or lithium
alloy and a polarizable electrode mainly including activated carbon may be combined.

[0336] In place of or in combination with activated carbon, any carbonaceous material such as carbon black, graphite,
expanded graphite, porous carbon, carbon nanotube, carbon nanohorn, and Kethenblack may be used.

[0337] The non-polarizable electrode is preferably an electrode mainly containing a carbon material that can reversibly
occlude and release lithium ions, and this carbon material is made to occlude lithium ions in advance. In this case, the
electrolyte used is a lithium salt. The electric double-layer capacitor having such a configuration achieves a much higher
withstand voltage of exceeding 4 V.

[0338] The solventused in preparation of slurry in the production of electrodes is preferably one that dissolves a binder.
In accordance with the type of a binder, N-methylpyrrolidone, dimethyl formamide, toluene, xylene, isophorone, methyl
ethyl ketone, ethyl acetate, methyl acetate, dimethyl phthalate, ethanol, methanol, butanol, or water is appropriately
selected.

[0339] Examples of the activated carbon used for the polarizable electrode include phenol resin-type activated carbon,
coconut shell-type activated carbon, and petroleum coke-type activated carbon. In order to achieve a large capacity,
petroleum coke-type activated carbon or phenol resin-type activated carbon is preferably used. Examples of methods
of activating the activated carbon include steam activation and molten KOH activation. In order to achieve a larger
capacity, activated carbon prepared by molten KOH activation is preferably used.

[0340] Preferred examples of the conductive material used for the polarizable electrode include carbon black, Ketjen-
black, acetylene black, natural graphite, artificial graphite, metal fiber, conductive titanium oxide, and ruthenium oxide.
In order to achieve good conductivity (i.e., low internal resistance), and because too large an amount thereof may lead
to a decreased capacity of the product, the amount of the conductive material such as carbon black used for the polarizable
electrode is preferably 1 to 50 mass% in the sum of the amounts of the activated carbon and the conductive material.
[0341] In order to provide an electric double-layer capacitor having a large capacity and a low internal resistance, the
activated carbon used for the polarizable electrode preferably has an average particle size of 20 wm or smaller and a
specific surface area of 1500 to 3000 m2/g. Preferred examples of the carbon material for providing an electrode mainly
containing a carbon material that can reversibly occlude and release lithium ions include natural graphite, artificial
graphite, graphitized mesocarbon microsphere, graphitized whisker, vapor-grown carbon fiber, sintered furfuryl alcohol
resin, and sintered novolak resin.

[0342] The currentcollector may be any chemically and electrochemically corrosion-resistant one. Preferred examples
of the current collector used for the polarizable electrode mainly containing activated carbon include stainless steel,
aluminum, titanium, and tantalum. Particularly preferred materials in terms of the characteristics and cost of the resulting
electric double-layer capacitor are stainless steel and aluminum. Preferred examples of the current collector used for
the electrode mainly containing a carbon material that can reversibly occlude and release lithium ions include stainless
steel, copper, and nickel.

[0343] The carbon material that can reversibly occlude and release lithium ions can be allowed to occlude lithium ions
in advance by (1) a method of mixing powdery lithium to a carbon material that can reversibly occlude and release lithium
ions, (2) a method of placing lithium foil on an electrode including a carbon material that can reversibly occlude and
release lithium ions and a binder so that the lithium foil is electrically in contact with the electrode, immersing this electrode
in an electrolyte solution containing a lithium salt dissolved therein so that the lithium is ionized, and allowing the carbon
material to take in the resulting lithium ions, or (3) a method of placing an electrode including a carbon material that can
reversibly occlude and release lithium ions and a binder at a minus side and placing a lithium metal at a plus side,
immersing the electrodes in a non-aqueous electrolyte solution containing a lithium salt as an electrolyte, and supplying
a current so that the carbon material is allowed to electrochemically take in the ionized lithium.

[0344] Examples of known electric double-layer capacitors include wound electric double-layer capacitors, laminated
electric double-layer capacitors, and coin-type electric double-layer capacitors. The electric double-layer capacitor of

44



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 3 509 156 A1

the present invention may also be any of these types.

[0345] For example, a wound electric double-layer capacitor is assembled by winding a positive electrode and a
negative electrode each of which includes a laminate (electrode) of a current collector and an electrode layer, and a
separator in between to provide a wound element, putting this wound element in a case made of, for example, aluminum,
filing the case with an electrolyte solution, preferably a non-aqueous electrolyte solution, and sealing the case with a
rubber sealant.

[0346] Inthe presentinvention, a separator formed from a conventionally known material and having a conventionally
known structure can also be used. Examples thereof include polyethylene porous membranes, and nonwoven fabric of
polypropylene fiber, glass fiber, or cellulose fiber.

[0347] In accordance with any known method, the capacitor may be formed into a laminated electric double-layer
capacitor in which a sheet-like positive electrode and negative electrode are stacked with an electrolyte solution and a
separator in between or a coin-type electric double-layer capacitor in which a positive electrode and a negative electrode
are fixed by a gasket with an electrolyte solution and a separator in between.

[0348] As mentioned above, use of the electrolyte solution of the present invention can suitably provide secondary
batteries excellent in high-temperature storage characteristics, modules using the secondary batteries, and electric
double-layer capacitors.

[0349] The method for producing compounds represented by the formula (1) wherein X11 is O among the aforemen-
tioned compounds represented by the formula (1) is also one aspect of the present invention.

[0350] Non-Patent Literature 1 discloses that lithium monoethyl sulfate is produced as a by-product of ionic liquid
synthesis.

[0351] Inorderto use the lithium monoalkyl sulfate for applications as electrolyte solutions, contamination of impurities,
especially moisture, in the lithium salt needs to be avoided to the utmost so as to restrain reactions with and decomposition
of a solvent and/or an electrolyte. However, since it is substantially impossible to separate lithium monoethyl sulfate
from an ionic liquid, for example, the method of synthesizing an ionic liquid accompanied by production of lithium
monoethyl sulfate as a by-product fails to provide lithium monoethyl sulfate impurities with high purity.

[0352] The inventors have performed various studies to find that a reaction between a compound represented by the
formula (3) and a metal alkoxide can provide a compound having a high purity and a low moisture concentration in high
yield.

[0353] In other words, the production method of the present invention characteristically includes reacting a compound
represented by the following formula (3) and a metal alkoxide.

[0354] The formula (3) is R310-S0,-OR32

wherein R3! and R32 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C6 linear or branched
alkyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkenyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkynyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkyl
group, a C3-C6 cycloalkenyl group, or a C3-C6 alkylsilyl group, the alkyl group, the cycloalkyl group, and the alkylsilyl
group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, may have a cyclic
structure, and may have an ether bond or a thioether bond.

[0355] Inthe formula (3), preferably, R31 and R32 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually
a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group.

[0356] In other words, the compound represented by the formula (3) is preferably an alkyl sulfate represented by the
formula (3-1):

R310-S0,-OR32

wherein R3! and R32 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C6 linear or branched
alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, the alkyl group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen
atom bonding to a carbon atom, and may have a cyclic structure, and the cycloalkyl group may have a halogen atom
which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom.

[0357] Thealkylgroup orthe cycloalkyl group preferably does not have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen
atom bonding to a carbon atom, does not have a cyclic structure, and does not have an ether bond or a thioether bond.
[0358] In the formula (3) and the formula (3-1), R3! and R32 are preferably the same group.

[0359] In the formula (3) and the formula (3-1), R3! and R32 are individually preferably at least one selected from the
group consisting of a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, a n-butyl group, an isobutyl group,
at-butyl group, a hexyl group, a 2-fluoroethyl group, and a 2,2,2-trifluoroethyl group, more preferably at least one selected
from the group consisting of a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, a n-butyl group, a hexyl
group, and a 2,2,2-trifluoroethyl group, still more preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of a methyl
group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl group, a n-butyl group, and a 2,2,2-trifluoroethyl group, particularly
preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl group, an isopropyl
group, and a n-butyl group, further more preferably an ethyl group.
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[0360] The compound represented by the formula (3) or the compound represented by the formula (3-1) is preferably
at least one selected from the group -consisting of CH30SO3CH; C,H50S0O3C,H5, CoH5OSO5CHS,
CH3CH,CH,0S03CH,CH,CH3, CH3CH(CH3)OS05;CH(CH3)CH, CH3;CH,CH,CH,0S04;CH,CH,CH,CH3,
CH3CH,CH(CH3)OS0O3;CH(CH3)CH,CH, CH3C(CH3),0S05;C(CH3),CH3, CFH,CH,0S0O;CH,CFH,, and
CF;CH,0S0O5CH,CF5, more preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of CH;0SO5;CHj,,
C,H50S0,C,H;, CH3CH,CH,0S04CH,CH,CHg, CH3CH(CH3)OSO5;CH(CH,3)CHa, and
CH3CH,CH,CH,0S04;CH,CH,CH,CHa, still more preferably C,H;0S05CoH5.

[0361] The metal alkoxide is preferably a lithium alkoxide. The lithium alkoxide is preferably represented by the formula:
R4-OLi, where R4 is a C1-C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, the alkyl group may have a
halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, and may have a cyclic structure, and
the cycloalkyl group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom.
[0362] R#is preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of a methyl group, an ethyl group, a propyl
group, an isopropyl group, and a butyl group, more preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of a methyl
group and an ethyl group.

[0363] Specific examples of the lithium alkoxide include lithium methoxide, lithium ethoxide, lithium isopropoxide, and
lithium butoxide. In consideration of easy availability, high reactivity, and a low boiling point of an ether compound which
is a reaction by-product, the lithium alkoxide is preferably at least one selected from the group consisting of lithium
methoxide and lithium ethoxide.

[0364] The metal alkoxide may be used in the form of a solution in alcohol, or may be one generated in a reactor
through a known method of reacting an alcohol, lithium metal, and other components such as hydrogenated lithium.
[0365] The production method of the present invention preferably further includes reacting an alcohol and lithium metal
to provide a lithium alkoxide.

[0366] Thereaction is preferably caused by adding 0.7 to 1.5 mol, more preferably 1.0 to 1.1 mol, of the metal alkoxide
relative to 1 mol of the compound represented by the formula (3). Too small an amount of the metal alkoxide may cause
a large amount of the compound represented by the formula (3) with a high boiling point to remain unreacted. Thus,
evaporation at high temperature or washing with a solvent is needed, possibly complicating the procedure. Too large
an amount of the metal alkoxide may cause a further reaction between the generated compound represented by the
formula (1) and the metal alkoxide to generate lithium sulfate, possibly resulting in a low purity of the compound repre-
sented by the formula (1). Further, the metal alkoxide may remain unreacted, possibly affecting the battery characteristics.
[0367] The reaction between the compound represented by the formula (3) and the metal alkoxide is preferably
performed at -10°C to 80°C, more preferably 10°C to 50°C. Too low a reaction temperature may cause a slow reaction
rate, possibly failing to complete the reaction. Too high a reaction temperature may cause progress of the reaction
between the resulting compound represented by the formula (1) and the metal alkoxide to generate lithium sulfate,
possibly lowering the purity of the compound represented by the formula (1).

[0368] Examples of a method of bringing the compound represented by the formula (3) and the metal alkoxide into
contact with each other include a method of adding dropwise an alcoholic solution of the metal alkoxide to the compound
represented by the formula (3) adjusted to a predetermined temperature; a method of adding the metal alkoxide in the
form of solid to the compound represented by the formula (3) adjusted to a predetermined temperature; and a method
of adding dropwise the compound represented by the formula (3) to an alcoholic solution of the metal alkoxide adjusted
to a predetermined temperature. For the reasons such as easy handleability of a device, easiness of the operation, and
restraint of the reaction between the resulting compound represented by the formula (1) and the metal alkoxide, preferred
is amethod of adding dropwise an alcoholic solution of the metal alkoxide to the compound represented by the formula (3).
[0369] The resulting compound represented by the formula (1) can be separated and purified by known methods. For
example, washing with a solvent, extraction, recrystallization, and others may be applied.

[0370] The purity of the resulting compound represented by the formula (1) may be quantified by the internal standard
method utilizing TH-NMR analysis. The sulfate ion concentration in the compound represented by the formula (1) may
be quantified by the external standard method utilizing ion chromatograph (IC) analysis. The moisture concentration in
the lithium salt may be determined by, for example, the distillation method, the potentiometric Karl Fischer titration
method, the coulometric Karl Fischer titration method, or the hydride reaction method, prescribed in JIS K2275. The
potentiometric Karl Fischer titration method and the coulometric Karl Fischer titration method can employ a commercially
available Karl Fischer moisture meter.

[0371] Since the compound represented by the formula (1) obtained by the production method of the present invention
has a high purity, it can be suitably used as an additive for electrolyte solutions. Use of an electrolyte solution containing
the compound represented by the formula (1) obtained by the production method of the present invention enables
production of electrochemical devices whose internal resistance is less likely to increase even after repeated charge
and discharge and whose cycle capacity retention ratio is high.

[0372] The electrolyte solution preferably contains a solvent, an electrolyte salt, and the compound represented by
the formula (1) obtained by the production method of the presentinvention. Preferred types and amounts of the respective
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components can be those described for the electrolyte solution of the present invention.
EXAMPLES
[0373] The present invention will be described with reference to, but not limited to, examples.
(Method for producing lithium monoalky! sulfate)
Synthesis Example 1: Production of lithium monomethyl sulfate

[0374] A 2-L glass reactor was charged with 400 g (3.2 mol) of dimethyl sulfate, and the temperature was controlled
by water bath such that the internal temperature was 25°C. A dropping funnel was charged with 1.23 kg (3.2 mol) of a
10 mass % lithium methoxide/methanol solution, and the solution was added dropwise to the system such that the internal
temperature was 40°C or lower. The reaction solution was slightly cloudy immediately after the dropwise addition. The
reaction solution was then stirred for one hour at the same temperature, resulting in removal of the cloudiness.

[0375] The resulting reaction solution was analyzed by gas chromatography (GC), and no peak derived from the
material, i.e., dimethyl sulfate, was observed.

[0376] Components such as methanol and dimethyl ether which is a by-product, occupying most part of the reaction
solution, were distilled off at a reduced pressure of 200 Pa and an internal temperature of 60°C, and then the above
compounds and others were further distilled off at a reduced pressure of 30 Pa and an internal temperature of 150°C.
Thereby, 370 g of white solid was obtained.

[0377] The purity of lithium monomethyl sulfate calculated by the internal standard method utilizing TH-NMR was 99
mass% or more, and the sulfate ion concentration calculated by the external standard method utilizing ion chromatograph
was 6200 mass ppm. The moisture concentration calculated by the coulometric Karl Fischer titration method was 103
mass ppm.

Synthesis Example 2: Production of lithium monoethyl sulfate

[0378] A 2-L glass reactor was charged with 500 g (3.2 mol) of diethyl sulfate, and the temperature was controlled by
water bath such that the internal temperature was 25°C. A dropping funnel was charged with 1.26 kg (3.3 mol) of a 10
mass% lithium methoxide/methanol solution, and the solution was added dropwise to the system such that the internal
temperature was 40°C or lower. The reaction solution was slightly cloudy immediately after the dropwise addition. The
reaction solution was then stirred for five hours at the same temperature, resulting in removal of the cloudiness.
[0379] The resulting reaction solution was analyzed by gas chromatography (GC), and no peak derived from the
material, i.e., diethyl sulfate, was observed.

[0380] Components such as methanol and ethyl methyl ether which is a by-product in the reaction solution were
distilled off at a reduced pressure of 200 Pa and an internal temperature of 60°C, and then the above compounds and
others were further distilled off at a reduced pressure of 30 Pa and an internal temperature of 150°C. Thereby, 420 g of
white solid was obtained.

[0381] The purity of lithium monoethyl sulfate calculated by the internal standard method utilizing TH-NMR was 99
mass% or more, and the sulfate ion concentration calculated by the external standard method utilizing ion chromatograph
was 2 mass ppm. The moisture concentration calculated by the coulometric Karl Fischer titration method was 148 mass

ppm.

Synthesis Example 3: Production of lithium mono-n-butyl sulfate

[0382] A 200-mL glassreactor was charged with 50 g (0.24 mol) of di-n-butyl sulfate, and the temperature was controlled
by water bath such that the internal temperature was 25°C. A dropping funnel was charged with 95 g (0.25 mol) of a 10
mass% lithium methoxide/methanol solution, and the solution was added dropwise to the system such that the internal
temperature was 40°C or lower. Immediately after the dropwise addition, the reaction solution was heated up to 40°C,
and then stirred for five hours at the same temperature.

[0383] The resulting reaction solution was analyzed by gas chromatography (GC), and no peak derived from the
material, i.e., di-n-butyl sulfate, was observed.

[0384] Components such as methanol and butyl methyl ether which is a by-product in the reaction solution were
distilled off at a reduced pressure of 200 Pa and an internal temperature of 60°C, and then the above compounds and
others were further distilled off at a reduced pressure of 30 Pa and an internal temperature of 150°C. Thereby, 35 g of
white solid was obtained.

[0385] The purity of lithium mono-n-butyl sulfate calculated by the internal standard method utilizing TH-NMR was 98
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mass% or more, and the sulfate ion concentration calculated by the external standard method utilizing ion chromatograph
was 25 mass ppm. The moisture concentration calculated by the coulometric Karl Fischer titration method was 170 mass

ppm.

Comparative Synthesis Example 1

[0386] A 300-mL glass reactor was charged with 50 g (0.32 mol) of diethyl sulfate, and the temperature was controlled
by water bath such that the internal temperature was 25°C. Then, 126 g (3.9 mol) of methanol was added dropwise to
the system through a dropping funnel, and no generation of heat was observed. The system was then stirred at the
same temperature for five hours.

[0387] The resulting reaction solution was analyzed by gas chromatography (GC), and diethyl sulfate and methanol
were detected at the peak ratio calculated from the ratio between the amounts thereof prepared. This confirmed no
progress of the reaction.

Experiment 1 (Evaluation of 4.4 V grade lithium battery)

[0388] Electrolyte solutions of Examples 1 to 21 and electrolyte solutions of Comparative Examples 1 to 6 were
prepared as follows and lithium ion secondary batteries were produced using the resulting electrolyte solutions. The
resistance increasing rates and the cycle capacity retention ratios of the respective batteries were evaluated.

(Preparation of electrolyte solution)

[0389] An acyclic carbonate(s) and a cyclic carbonate(s) were mixed in a ratio shown in Table 1 under dry argon
atmosphere. To this solution was added dry lithium monoalkyl sulfate in an amount shown in Table 1, and dry LiPFg
was further added so as to be a concentration of 1.0 mol/L. Thereby, a non-aqueous electrolyte solution was obtained.
The amounts of the additives such as lithium monoalkyl sulfate blended were expressed by mass% relative to the acyclic
carbonate(s) and the cyclic carbonate(s).

[0390] The compounds in the tables are as follows.

Acyclic carbonates

a: dimethyl carbonate

b: ethylmethyl carbonate
c: diethyl carbonate

d: CF3CH,OCOOCH,4

e: CF3CH,0OCOOCH,CF,4

Cyclic carbonates

EC: ethylene carbonate
FEC: 4-fluoro-1,3-dioxolan-2-one

Additives

F: C,H50S0Li
G: CH4CH,CH,080,Li

H: CH,CH,CH,CH,0SO,Li
I: CHa(CH,)1,0S0;Na

J: (CH3),NSOsLi

K: (C,Hs),NSO4Li

(Production of negative electrode)

[0391] Powder of artificial graphite used as a negative electrode active material, an aqueous dispersion of carboxyme-
thyl cellulose sodium (concentration of carboxymethyl cellulose sodium: 1 mass%) used as a thickening agent, and an
aqueous dispersion of styrene-butadiene rubber (concentration of styrene-butadiene rubber: 50 mass%) used as a
binder were mixed in a water solvent to prepare a negative electrode mixture slurry. The solid content ratio of the negative
electrode active material, the thickening agent, and the binder was 97.6/1.2/1.2 (mass% ratio). The slurry was uniformly
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applied to 20-um-thick copper foil, followed by drying, and then the workpiece was compression-molded with a press.
Thereby, a negative electrode was prepared.

(Production of positive electrode)

[0392] LiCoO, used as a positive electrode active material, acetylene black used as a conductive material, and a
dispersion of polyvinylidene fluoride (PVdF) in N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone used as a binder were mixed to prepare a positive
electrode mixture slurry. The solid content ratio of the positive electrode active material, the conductive material, and
the binder was 92/3/5 (mass% ratio). The positive electrode mixture slurry was uniformly applied to a 20-um-thick current
collector made of aluminum foil, followed by drying, and then the workpiece was compression-molded with a press.
Thereby, a positive electrode was prepared.

(Production of lithium ion secondary battery)

[0393] The above prepared negative electrode, a polyethylene separator, and the above prepared positive electrode
were stacked in the given order to provide a battery element.

[0394] A bag made of a laminate film in which an aluminum sheet (thickness: 40 um) was coated with a resin layer
on each side was prepared. The above battery element was placed in the bag in such a manner that the terminals of
the positive electrode and negative electrode stuck out of the bag. One of the electrolyte solutions of Examples 1 to 21
and Comparative Examples 1 to 6 was poured into the bag and the bag was vacuum sealed. Thereby, a lithium ion
secondary battery in a sheet form was produced.

<High-temperature cycle capacity retention ratio>

[0395] The above produced secondary battery in the state of being sandwiched and pressurized between plates was
subjected to constant current-constant voltage charge (hereinafter, referred to as CC/CV charge) (0.1 C cut off) to 4.4
V at a current corresponding to 0.2 C at 60°C. Then, the battery was discharged to 3 V at a constant current of 0.2 C.
This process was counted as one cycle. The initial discharge capacity was determined from the discharge capacity of
the third cycle. Here, 1 C means a current value required for discharging the reference capacity of a battery in an hour.
For example, 0.2 C indicates a 1/5 current value thereof. The cycle was again repeated, and the discharge capacity
after 100 cycles was defined as the capacity after cycles. The ratio of the discharge capacity after 100 cycles to the
initial discharge capacity was determined, which was regarded as a cycle capacity retention ratio (%).

(Discharge capacity after 100 cycles)/(initial

discharge capacity) x 100 = cycle capacity retention ratio

(%)
<Resistance increasing rate>

[0396] A charge and discharge cycle under predetermined charge and discharge conditions (charge at 0.2 C and a
predetermined voltage until the charge current reached 1/10 C, and discharge at a current corresponding to 1 C to 3.0
V) was defined as one cycle. The resistance after three cycles and the resistance after 100 cycles were determined.
The measurementtemperature was 25°C. Theresistance increasing rate after 100 cycles was determined by the following
formula.

[0397] Table 1 shows the results.

Resistance increasing rate (%) = (resistance (Q)

after 100 cycles)/{resistance (Q) after three cycles) x 100
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[0398] The table shows that the lithium ion secondary batteries produced using the electrolyte solutions of Examples
1 to 21 had a lower resistance increasing rate than the lithium ion secondary batteries produced using the electrolyte
solutions of Comparative Examples 1 to 6.

Experiment 2 (Evaluation of 4.9 V grade lithium battery)

[0399] Electrolyte solutions of Examples 22 to 41 and electrolyte solutions of Comparative Examples 7 to 15 were
prepared as follows and lithium ion secondary batteries were produced using the resulting electrolyte solutions. The
resistance increasing rates and the cycle capacity retention ratios of the respective batteries were evaluated.

(Preparation of electrolyte solution)

[0400] An acyclic carbonate(s) and a cyclic carbonate(s) were mixed in a ratio shown in Table 2 under dry argon
atmosphere. To this solution was added dry lithium monoalkyl sulfate in an amount shown in Table 2, and dry LiPFg
was further added so as to be a concentration of 1.0 mol/L. Thereby, a non-aqueous electrolyte solution was obtained.
The amounts of the additives such as lithium monoalkyl sulfate blended were expressed by mass% relative to the acyclic
carbonate(s) and the cyclic carbonate(s).

[0401] The components shown in Table 2 are the same as those in Table 1.

(Production of negative electrode)

[0402] Powder of artificial graphite used as a negative electrode active material, an aqueous dispersion of carboxyme-
thyl cellulose sodium (concentration of carboxymethyl cellulose sodium: 1 mass%) used as a thickening agent, and an
aqueous dispersion of styrene-butadiene rubber (concentration of styrene-butadiene rubber: 50 mass%) used as a
binder were mixed in a water solvent to prepare a negative electrode mixture slurry. The solid content ratio of the negative
electrode active material, the thickening agent, and the binder was 97.6/1.2/1.2 (mass% ratio). The slurry was uniformly
applied to 20-um-thick copper foil, followed by drying, and then the workpiece was compression-molded with a press.
Thereby, a negative electrode was prepared.

(Production of positive electrode)

[0403] LiNijsMn, 50,4 used as a positive electrode active material, acetylene black used as a conductive material,
and a dispersion of polyvinylidene fluoride (PVdF) in N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone used as a binder were mixed to prepare a
positive electrode mixture slurry. The solid content ratio of the positive electrode active material, the conductive material,
and the binder was 92/3/5 (mass% ratio). The positive electrode mixture slurry was uniformly applied to a 20-pum-thick
current collector made of aluminum foil, followed by drying, and then the workpiece was compression-molded with a
press. Thereby, a positive electrode was prepared.

(Production of lithium ion secondary battery)

[0404] The above prepared negative electrode, a polyethylene separator, and the above prepared positive electrode
were stacked in the given order to provide a battery element.

[0405] A bag made of a laminate film in which an aluminum sheet (thickness: 40 um) was coated with a resin layer
on each side was prepared. The above battery element was placed in the bag in such a manner that the terminals of
the positive electrode and negative electrode stuck out of the bag. One of the electrolyte solutions of Examples 22 to
41 and Comparative Examples 7 to 15 was poured into the bag and the bag was vacuum sealed. Thereby, a lithium ion
secondary battery in a sheet form was produced.

<High-temperature cycle capacity retention ratio>

[0406] The above produced secondary battery in the state of being sandwiched and pressurized between plates was
subjected to constant current-constant voltage charge (hereinafter, referred to as CC/CV charge) (0.1 C cut off) to 4.9
V at a current corresponding to 0.2 C at 60°C. Then, the battery was discharged to 3 V at a constant current of 0.2 C.
This process was counted as one cycle. The initial discharge capacity was determined from the discharge capacity of
the third cycle. Here, 1 C means a current value required for discharging the reference capacity of a battery in an hour.
For example, 0.2 C indicates a 1/5 current value thereof. The cycle was again repeated, and the discharge capacity
after 100 cycles was defined as the capacity after cycles. The ratio of the discharge capacity after 100 cycles to the
initial discharge capacity was determined, which was regarded as a cycle capacity retention ratio (%).
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(Discharge capacity after 100 cycles)/(initial
discharge capacity) x 100 = cycle capacity retention ratio
(%)

<Resistance increasing rate>

[0407] A charge and discharge cycle under predetermined charge and discharge conditions (charge at 0.2 C and a
predetermined voltage until the charge current reached 1/10 C, and discharge at a current corresponding to 1 C to 3.0
V) was defined as one cycle. The resistance after three cycles and the resistance after 100 cycles were determined.
The measurementtemperature was 25°C. Theresistance increasing rate after 100 cycles was determined by the following
formula.

Resistance increasing rate (%) after 100 cycles =
(resistance (Q) after 100 cycles)/(resistance (Q) after
three cycles) x 100
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[0408] The table shows that the lithium ion secondary batteries produced using the electrolyte solutions of Examples
22 to 41 had a lower resistance increasing rate than the lithium ion secondary batteries produced using the electrolyte
solutions of Comparative Examples 7 to 15.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0409] The electrolyte solution of the present invention can be suitably used as an electrolyte solution for electrochem-
ical devices such as lithium ion secondary batteries.

Claims
1. An electrolyte solution comprising:

a solvent;

an electrolyte salt; and

at least one compound represented by the following formula (2) in an amount of 0.001 to 10 mass% relative to
the solvent,

the formula (2) being R2'R22N-SO;M21

wherein R2! and R22 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-C6 linear or
branched alkyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkenyl group, a C2-C6 linear or branched alkynyl group, a
C3-C6 cycloalkyl group, a C3-C6 cycloalkenyl group, or a C3-C6 alkylsilyl group,

the alkyl group, the cycloalkyl group, and the alkylsilyl group may have a halogen atom which substitutes for a
hydrogen atom bonding to a carbon atom, may have a cyclic structure, and R'! and R22 may bond to each
other to form a cyclic structure; and M21 is at least one selected from the group consisting of Li, Na, K, and Cs.

2. The electrolyte solution according to claim 1,
wherein, in the formula (2), R2! and R22 may be the same as or different from each other, and are individually a C1-
C6 linear or branched alkyl group or a C3-C6 cycloalkyl group; and M21 is Li.

3. The electrolyte solution according to claim 1, or 2,
wherein the solvent comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of non-fluorinated saturated cyclic
carbonates, fluorinated saturated cyclic carbonates, non-fluorinated acyclic carbonates, and fluorinated acyclic car-
bonates.

4. The electrolyte solution according to claim 1, 2, or 3,
wherein the electrolyte salt is at least one lithium salt selected from the group consisting of LiPFg, LiBF 4, LiSO3CF5,
LiN(SO,CF3),, LIN(SO,C5F5),, lithium difluoro(oxalato)borate, lithium bis(oxalato)borate, and salts represented by
LiPF(C,,Fon+1)6.a: Where a is an integer of 0 to 5; and n is an integer of 1 to 6.

5. An electrochemical device comprising the electrolyte solution according to claim 1, 2, 3, or 4.

6. A secondary battery comprising the electrolyte solution according to claim 1, 2, 3, or 4.

7. A module comprising the electrochemical device according to claim 5 or the secondary battery according to claim 6.
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