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Description

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0001] This disclosure relates generally to aircrafts and, more particularly, to methods and apparatus for operating
flight control systems of aircrafts.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Some aircraft include primary flight control systems that may be used to control the attitude and flight path of
the aircraft. In some instances, a jam may occur within the primary flight control system that impairs the primary flight
control system.
[0003] Document US 2005/0022590 A1 shows a control surface controller force measurement system for an aircraft
and including a control surface interface for positioning the aerodynamic control surfaces on an aircraft. The control
surface interface transfers mechanical force to an articulated crank, which supplies the flight control system with the
desired position of the control surface. The articulated crank has a first mechanical link that is pivotable about a first
pivot and a second mechanical link interconnecting the control surface interface to the first mechanical link. The second
mechanical link is pivotable with respect to the control surface interface at a second pivot. A force transducer interconnects
the first and second mechanical links independent of the second pivot such that the mechanical force applied to the
control surface interface is represented by an electrical signal output of the force transducer.
[0004] Document US 5 686 907 A shows a method and apparatus for determining whether or not auxiliary airfoils on
an aircraft wing are skewed or lost. It employs either of two types of systems and their associated computer monitor and
control requirements. One system utilizes a cable and a spring-loaded mechanism with a cable displacement position
sensor. The second system utilizes a drive system position sensor, proximity sensors and segmented proximity targets.
These two systems are capable of skew and loss detection for adjacent or individual auxiliary airfoil arrangements. A
computer electronic unit is used to perform logic functions to verify the authenticity of sensor signals, and, if appropriate,
to shut down the drive system and to compute new flight control parameters including those relating to stall speed and
the stick shaker, while alerting the flight crew.
[0005] Document WO 2013/162659 A2 shows a system and methods for configuring a direct lift control system of a
vehicle. A plurality of fly-by-wire control surfaces is provided, and fly-by-wire control surface deflection commands of the
fly-by-wire control surfaces are scheduled. The fly-by-wire control surfaces are symmetrically actuated based on the fly-
by-wire control surface deflection commands such that a fluid dynamic lift of the vehicle is modulated without using a
short-period pitch control.

SUMMARY

[0006] There is provided a method for operating a flight control system of an aircraft, comprising determining first and
second values, wherein the first and second values comprise a first input force value associated with a pilot control
column of the flight control system of the aircraft and a second input force value associated with a first officer control
column of the flight control system of the aircraft; based on the values, determining a location of a jam in the flight control
system of the aircraft, and wherein the location of the jam is determined based on a first summation of the first and
second values.
[0007] Further, there is provided an apparatus, comprising an elevator control system comprising a first sensor and
a second sensor, wherein the elevator control system is operatively associated with a pilot control column and the first
sensor and a first officer control column and the second sensor, wherein the first and second sensors are located below
a cockpit floor of an aircraft, wherein the first sensor is configured to sense a first input force value from the pilot control
column and the second sensor is configured to sense a second input force value from the first officer control column;
and a processor to, based on data from the first and second sensors, determine the first and second input force values,
and, based on a first summation of the first and second input force values, determine an approximate location of an
elevator jam in an elevator control system of the aircraft.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

FIG. 1 illustrates an aircraft on which the examples disclosed herein can be implemented.
FIG. 2 illustrates an example elevator system that can be used to implement the example aircraft of FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 illustrates an example process to identify distinctive features that can be used for implementing the example
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aircraft of FIG. 1.
FIG. 4 illustrates an example flowchart representative of an example method that may be used to implement the
elevator system of FIGS. 1 and/or 2.
FIG. 5 illustrates additional details of the example method of FIG. 4.
FIG. 6 illustrates an example flowchart representative of an example method that may be used to implement the
lateral control system of FIG. 1.
FIG. 7 illustrates an example flowchart representative of an example method that may be used to implement the
directional control system of FIG. 1.
FIGS. 8 - 15 are graphs generated in connection with the examples disclosed herein.
FIG. 16 is a processor platform that may be used to implement the examples described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] The examples disclosed herein relate to safety apparatus that enhance the mechanics of primary flight control
systems and enhance the operational safety associated with such flight control systems. In some examples, aircraft
primary flight controls include longitudinal, lateral and directional aerodynamic control surfaces and devices to control
the position these control surfaces to provide aircraft control, trim and/or stability. In some examples, the example safety
apparatus identifies the location of a jam in a primary flight control system and, based on the location identified, commands
the wing spoilers and/or other control surfaces to mitigate the jam. The disclosed examples may be employed in any
suitable aircraft such as an aircraft (e.g., air plane) having a control system with a forward jam override device but not
a rear jam override device. For example, the control system may be an example elevator control system, an example
directional control system and/or an example lateral control system. The term "jam" as used herein refers to a condition
in which the movement of one or more components becomes impaired. Thus, the disclosed safety apparatus are con-
figured to compensate for any impaired responsiveness of one or more components.
[0010] In examples in which the control system is implemented as an elevator control system, a forward jam may exist
when a jam (e.g., a mechanical jam) is located forward of the pilot control column or the first officer control column.
Without decoupling the control columns, when a forward jam exists, movement of both the control columns may be
impaired. In some examples, when a forward jam is detected, a forward jam override device decouples the control
columns to enable the non-jammed controller to move independently of the jammed controller. The non-jammed control
column is able to control the aircraft when a forward jam exists because a forward jam does not substantially impair the
aft elevator control system components from moving the elevators, etc. Thus, once the forward jam override device
decouples the jammed control column from the non-jammed control column, the non-jammed control column and the
aft components of the control system can control the aircraft.
[0011] In examples in which the control system is implemented as an elevator control system, an aft jam of the elevator
control system exists when a jam is located aft of the pilot control column and/or the first officer control column. An aft
jam may impair the movement of at least one of the aft components (e.g., elevator control rod, elevator, etc.) of the
elevator control system in response to an input from one or both of the control columns.
[0012] In examples in which the control system is implemented as an elevator control system, the example elevator
control system may use inputs from column force sensors to differentiate between forward and aft jams. In some examples,
to identify or determine the presence of and/or location of an elevator jam, first and second column force sensors are
used to determine input force value(s) from respective control columns (e.g., a captain column, a first officer column) of
the aircraft. The first and second force sensors may be positioned below the cockpit floor. Using the examples disclosed
herein in combination with a model-based design method, the summation of input force values obtained via the first and
second force sensors can be used to differentiate between aft and forward jams of the elevator control system. In some
examples, if a jam is identified as an aft jam, a direct lift control command is used to command a spoiler (e.g., a fly-by-
wire spoiler) to mitigate the elevator jam. In such examples, the direct lift control command may be substantially equal
to the pilot input force values and/or the summed force values for the sensors. In some examples, if a jam is identified
as a forward jam, a zero force output is used as to not interfere with a forward jam override device of the mechanical
control system.
[0013] To account for sensor error and/or hysteresis, a dead zone (e.g., 44,48 Newton (ten pounds), first predetermined
value, a minimum predetermined value) may be removed from the summed input force value. In some examples,
removing the dead zone also accounts for biases (e.g., a jam bias force) that may be present within the summed input
force value. A bias force may be associated with an off-neutral jam when the control column(s) is in an off-neutral position.
Specifically, when a forward jam is off-neutral, an applied restoring force of a feel and centering system may cause the
summed input force values from the first and second force sensors to be greater than a trigger force without the pilot(s)
being in-the-loop. The phrase "in-the-loop" as used herein refers to the pilot actively trying to overcome a jam of the
elevator control system. If the bias force is not accounted for and/or removed, an erroneous direct lift control (DLC)
command may be generated. If the summed input force value is above a predetermined value (e.g., saturated), the
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portion of the summed input force value greater than a predetermined value (e.g., 155,69 Newton (thirty five pounds))
may be ignored.
[0014] Based on system simulation and test results of different jam locations, different jam positions and/or different
feel pressures, for aft jams, the force sensor sum may be greater than a predetermined value (e.g., 44,48 Newton (ten
pounds)). A force sensor sum greater than a predetermined value substantially ensures that the pilot(s) is in-the-loop
actively trying to overcome the jam. In such examples, the force sensor sum may be substantially equal to the pilot input
force value. Thus, using the force sensor sum, the location of the jam may be identified as being an aft jam and, thereafter,
a direct lift control (DLC) command can be determined to mitigate the elevator jam. In some examples, if an aft jam is
detected, the determined direct lift control command can be used to command the wing spoilers of the aircraft to move
and control the aircraft.
[0015] Based on system simulation and test results of different jam locations, different jam positions and/or different
feel pressures, for forward jams, the force sensor sum may be approximately less than 44,48 N (10 lbs). Thus, using
the force sensor sum, the location of the jam may be identified as being a forward jam and, thereafter, a forward jam
override device may be used to mitigate the elevator jam.
[0016] FIG. 1 shows an example aircraft 100 that can be used to implement the examples disclosed herein. The aircraft
100 includes wings 102 having spoilers 104 and a horizontal stabilizer 106 including elevators 108. In some examples,
the aircraft 100 includes an example elevator control system and/or longitudinal control system 110, an example lateral
control system 112 and/or an example directional control system 114. The elevator control system 110 may be a me-
chanical elevator control system or a fly-by-wire elevator control system.
[0017] In some examples, based on sensor inputs, the example elevator control system 110 can detect and determine
the location of a jam in the elevator control system 110. The sensors are associated with control columns of the elevator
control system 110. In some examples, the jam is a forward jam when a summation of the sensor inputs is less than a
predetermined value (e.g., 44,48 Newton (ten pounds)) and the jam is an aft jam when the summation of the sensor
inputs is greater than a predetermined value. In some examples, if a forward jam is detected, the elevator control system
110 decouples the control columns to enable the non-jammed control column to move independently of the jammed
control column.
[0018] In a refinement, based on sensor inputs, the lateral control system 112 can detect and determine the location
of a jam in the lateral control system 112. In some examples, the jam is a forward jam when a summation of the sensor
inputs is less than a predetermined value and the jam is an aft jam when the summation of the sensor inputs is greater
than a predetermined value. In some examples, if a forward jam is detected, the lateral control system 110 decouples
the control wheels to enable the non-jammed control wheel to move independently of the jammed control wheel. The
equations and methods disclosed herein in connection with the example elevator control system can also be used to
implement the example lateral control system 110.
[0019] In a refinement, based on sensor inputs, the directional control system 114 can detect and determine the
location of a jam in the directional control system 112. The sensors may be associated with the directional control system
112. In some examples, the jam is a forward jam when a summation of the sensor inputs is less than a predetermined
value and the jam is an aft jam when the summation of the sensor inputs is greater than a predetermined value. In some
examples, if a forward jam is detected, the directional control system 112 decouples the rudder pedals to enable the
non-jammed rudder pedal to move independently of the jammed rudder pedal. The equations and methods disclosed
herein in connection with the example elevator control system can also be used to implement the example directional
control system 110.
[0020] As shown in FIG. 2, to control at least portions of the aircraft 100, the aircraft 100 includes an example mechanical
elevator control system 200 that can be used to implement the elevator control system 110 of FIG. 1. The mechanical
elevator control system 200 is operatively associated with a pilot control column 202 and a first sensor 204 and a first
officer control column 206 and a second sensor 208. In this example, the first and second sensors 204, 208 are located
below a cockpit floor 209 of the aircraft 100. The first sensor 204 is configured to sense a pilot input force value (e.g., a
torque) from the pilot control column 202 and the second sensor 208 is configured to sense a pilot input force value
(e.g., a torque) from the first officer control column 206.
[0021] The elevators 108 are connected to the control columns 202, 206 via linkage 210. In some examples, if the
control columns 202, 206 are pulled rearwardly, the elevators 108 are moved in a direction generally indicated by arrow
212 and if the control columns 202, 206 are pushed forward, the elevators 108 are moved in a direction generally
indicated by arrow 214. However, if a jam occurs within the mechanical elevator control system 200, when the pilot
and/or the first officer applies a force to their respective control columns 202, 206, the corresponding movement of the
elevator 108 is impaired.
[0022] If a forward jam exists for the pilot control column 202, the jam may be located forward of the first sensor 204
adjacent reference number 216. If the pilot control column 202 jams, movement of the pilot control column 202 is
substantially impaired. To enable the elevators 108, etc., to be moved and/or controlled when the pilot control column
202 is jammed, a forward jam override device 219 decouples the control columns 202, 206 enabling movement of the
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first officer control column 206, the linkage 210 and the elevators 108, etc.
[0023] If a forward jam exists for the first officer control column 206, the jam may be located forward of the second
force sensor 208 adjacent reference number 220. If the first officer column 206 jams, movement of the first officer control
column 206 is impaired. To enable the elevators 108, etc. to be moved and/or controlled when the first officer column
206 is jammed, the forward jam override device 219 decouples the control columns 202, 206 enabling movement of the
pilot control column 204, the linkage 210 and the elevators 108, etc.
[0024] If an aft jam exists, the jam may be located aft of the first sensor 204 adjacent reference number 222. When
an aft jam exists, the control columns 202 and/or 206 may be movable by tensioning the linkage 210, but this movement
does not correspondingly move, for example, the elevators 108 as expected. Decoupling the control columns 202, 206
does not enable the aft components of the elevator control system 200 to be controlled when an aft jam is present. Thus,
the forward jam override device 219 may only enable elevator motion by decoupling the control columns 202, 206 when
a forward jam exists.
[0025] As discussed in more detail below, using the examples disclosed herein, a processor 224 can differentiate
between a forward jam and an aft jam by processing inputs from the first and/or second sensors 204, 208. If a forward
jam is detected, in some examples, the processor 224 communicates with the forward override device 219 and the
forward override device 219 decouples the control columns 202, 206. If an aft jam is detected, in some examples, the
processor 224 commands the wing spoilers 104 to move, thereby compensating for the impaired ability to move the aft
components of the elevator control system because of the aft jam.
[0026] In this example and as shown in Equation 1, the processor 224 can determine the location of the jam based
on the summation of the input force values measured by the first and second sensors 204, 208. 

[0027] As shown in Equation 2, in some examples, an aft jam may be identified when the summation of the force
values from the first and second sensors 204, 208 is greater than a predetermined value (e.g., 44,48 N (ten lbs.)). In
some examples, for aft jams, the summation of the force values may approximately equal the input force value. The
phrase "substantially equal" as used herein refers to a condition in which there is no significant difference between the
summation of the force values and the input force value. As shown in Equation 3, in some examples, a forward jam may
be identified when the summation of the force values from the first and second sensors 204, 208 is less than a prede-
termined value. In some examples, for forward jams, the summation of the force values may be approximately less than
44,48 N (10 lb). 

[0028] If the location of the jam is identified as a forward jam, the processor 224 communicates with the forward jam
override device 219 and the forward override device mitigates the jam. As shown in Equation 4, if the location of the jam
is identified as an aft jam, to account for sensor error and/or hysteresis, a direct lift control command value may be
determined by the processor 224 by removing a dead zone value (e.g., 44,48 Newton (ten pounds)) from the summed
input force value. The determined direct lift command value may be used to command the wing spoilers 104 to control
the aircraft 100. Including such a dead zone may also account for a bias introduced into the force values of the first and
second sensors 204, 208 when a forward jam is off-neutral and a feel and centering system 226 provides a restoring
force that causes the summation of the force values from the first and second sensors 204, 208 to exceed a trigger force
with the possibility of the pilots not being in-the-loop. If such a jam bias force is introduced, the processor 224 may
generate an erroneous direct lift control (DLC) command. However, by removing the dead zone value from the summed
input force, the processor 224 also removes any jam bias force from the summation of inputs received by the first and/or
second sensors 204, 208. 

[0029] While an example manner of implementing the processor 224 and the mechanical elevator control system 200
is illustrated in FIG. 2, one or more of the elements, processes and/or devices illustrated in FIG. 2 may be combined,
divided, re-arranged, omitted, eliminated and/or implemented in any other way. Further, the processor 224 and the
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example mechanical elevator control system 200 of FIG. 2 may be implemented by hardware, software, firmware and/or
any combination of hardware, software and/or firmware. Thus, for example, any of the example the processor 224 and
the mechanical elevator control system 200 could be implemented by one or more analog or digital circuit(s), logic
circuits, programmable processor(s), application specific integrated circuit(s) (ASIC(s)), programmable logic device(s)
(PLD(s)) and/or field programmable logic device(s) (FPLD(s)). When reading any of the apparatus or system claims of
this patent to cover a purely software and/or firmware implementation, at least one of the example processor 224 or the
example mechanical elevator control system 200 is/are hereby expressly defined to include a tangible computer readable
storage device or storage disk such as a memory, a digital versatile disk (DVD), a compact disk (CD), a Blu-ray disk,
etc. storing the software and/or firmware. Further still, the example mechanical elevator control system 200 of FIG. 2
may include one or more elements, processes and/or devices in addition to, or instead of, those illustrated in FIG. 2,
and/or may include more than one of any or all of the illustrated elements, processes and devices.
[0030] FIG. 3 illustrates a flow diagram representing a model-based design approach used to implement the examples
disclosed herein. Block 302 represents the graphical results of the system characteristics based on the simulation and
test results and the response from sensors 204, 208 (e.g., see graphs of FIGS. 6 - 13). Block 304 represents the distinct
system features based on the graphical results. Block 306 represents the dead zone that is accounted for when deter-
mining the direct lift control command. In some examples, the dead zone is accounted for by removing the predetermined
dead zone value from the summed input forces from the first and second sensors 204, 208. Block 308 represents the
maximum and/or saturation value above which the processor 224 may ignore values greater than the maximum and/or
saturation value (e.g., second predetermined value, maximum predetermined value). For example, if the direct lift control
command is 178 Newton (forty pounds) and the maximum and/or saturation value is 155,7 Newton (thirty five pounds),
the processor 224 may use 155,7 Newton (thirty five pounds) as the direct lift control command and ignore the additional
summed input force value between 155,7 Newton (thirty five pounds) and 178 Newton (forty pounds).
[0031] A flowchart representative of an example method for implementing the mechanical elevator control system 200
of FIG. 2 is shown in FIGS. 4 - 7. In this example, the method may be implemented using machine readable instructions
that comprise a program for execution by a processor such as the processor 1412 shown in the example processor
platform 1400 discussed below in connection with FIG. 16. The program may be embodied in software stored on a
tangible computer readable storage medium such as a CD-ROM, a floppy disk, a hard drive, a digital versatile disk
(DVD), a Blu-ray disk, or a memory associated with the processor 1412, but the entire program and/or parts thereof
could alternatively be executed by a device other than the processor 1412 and/or embodied in firmware or dedicated
hardware. Further, although the example program is described with reference to the flowchart illustrated in FIGS. 4 - 7,
many other methods of implementing the example mechanical elevator control system 200 may alternatively be used.
For example, the order of execution of the blocks may be changed, and/or some of the blocks described may be changed,
eliminated, or combined.
[0032] As mentioned above, the example method of FIGS. 4 - 7 may be implemented using coded instructions (e.g.,
computer and/or machine readable instructions) stored on a tangible computer readable storage medium such as a hard
disk drive, a flash memory, a read-only memory (ROM), a compact disk (CD), a digital versatile disk (DVD), a cache, a
randomaccess memory (RAM) and/or any other storage device or storage disk in which information is stored for any
duration (e.g., for extended time periods, permanently, for brief instances, for temporarily buffering, and/or for caching
of the information). As used herein, the term tangible computer readable storage medium is expressly defined to include
any type of computer readable storage device and/or storage disk and to exclude propagating signals and to exclude
transmission media. As used herein, "tangible computer readable storage medium" and "tangible machine readable
storage medium" are used interchangeably. Additionally or alternatively, the example method of FIGS. 4 - 7 may be
implemented using coded instructions (e.g., computer and/or machine readable instructions) stored on a nontransitory
computer and/or machine readable medium such as a hard disk drive, a flash memory, a read-only memory, a compact
disk, a digital versatile disk, a cache, a randomaccess memory and/or any other storage device or storage disk in which
information is stored for any duration (e.g., for extended time periods, permanently, for brief instances, for temporarily
buffering, and/or for caching of the information). As used herein, the term nontransitory computer readable medium is
expressly defined to include any type of computer readable storage device and/or storage disk and to exclude propagating
signals and to exclude transmission media. As used herein, when the phrase "at least" is used as the transition term in
a preamble of a claim, it is open-ended in the same manner as the term "comprising" is open ended.
[0033] FIGS. 4 and 5 will be described in combination where FIG. 4 shows a method and FIG. 5 shows a flow diagram
corresponding to the method of FIG. 4. The example method of FIG. 4 begins when the pilot switches on and/or enables
a direct lift control switch 502 (FIG. 5) and the processor 224 receives a direct lift control input (block 402). The processor
224 then obtains first and second force values from the first and second sensors 204, 208 (block 404). In this example,
the first sensor 204 is associated with the pilot control column 202 and the second sensor 208 is associated with the
first officer’s column 206.
[0034] The processor 224 then sums the first and second force values to determine a summed force value, Fsum,
(block 406). At block 408, the processor 224 determines if the jam is an aft jam. In some examples, the processor 224
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determines that the jam is an aft jam if the summed force value, Fsum, is greater than a predetermined value (e.g., 44,48
Newton (ten pounds)). If the jam is determined not to be an aft jam (e.g., a forward jam), the processor 224 enables the
column override device (e.g., the forward jam override device 219) to mitigate the forward jam (block410). However, if
the processor 224 determines the location of the jam as being an aft jam, a direct lift control (DLC) command can be
determined by the processor 224 (block 412). In some examples, the DLC command is determined by subtracting a
dead zone value from the summed force value. The processor 224 then determines if the DLC command is above a
predetermined value (e.g., 155,7 Newton (thirty five pounds)) (block 414). If the DCL command is above the predetermined
value, the predetermined value is used (not the determined DCL command) to command the wing spoilers 104 of the
aircraft 100 to move and control the aircraft 100 (block 416). However, if the DCL command is equal to or below the
predetermined value, the DCL command is used to command the wing spoilers 104 of the aircraft 100 to move and
control the aircraft 100 (block 418).
[0035] The example method of FIG. 6 may be used to mitigate lateral jams (e.g., aileron jam, spoiler jam) using, for
example, the rudder of the aircraft 100. The example method begins when the pilot switches on and/or enables an
alternate control switch and the processor 1412 receives an alternate control input (block 602). The processor 1412
then obtains first and second force values from the first and second sensors associated with the control wheels (block
604). In this example, the first sensor is associated with the pilot control column 202 and the second sensor is associated
with the the first officer’s column 206.
[0036] The processor 1412 then sums the first and second force values to determine a summed force value, Fsum,
(block 606). At block 608, the processor 1412 determines if the jam is an aft jam. In some examples, the processor 1412
determines that the jam is an aft jam if the summed force value, Fsum, is greater than a predetermined value. If the jam
is determined not to be an aft jam (e.g., a forward jam), the processor 1412 enables the control wheel override device
to mitigate the forward jam (block 610). However, if the processor 1412 determines the location of the jam as being an
aft jam, an alternate control command can be determined by the processor 1412 (block 612). In some examples, the
alternate control command is determined by subtracting a dead zone value from the summed force value. The processor
1412 then determines if the alternate control command is above a predetermined value (block 614). If the alternate
control command is above the predetermined value, the predetermined value is used (not the determined alternate
control command) to command the rudder of the aircraft 100 to move and control the aircraft 100 (block 616). However,
if the alternate control command is equal to or below the predetermined value, the alternate control command is used
to command the rudder of the aircraft 100 to move and control the aircraft 100 (block 618).
[0037] The example method of FIG. 7 may be used to mitigate directional jams (e.g., rudder jam) using, for example,
the aileron and/or the spoilers of the aircraft 100. The example method begins when the pilot switches on and/or enables
an alternate control switch and the processor 1412 receives an alternate control input (block 702). The processor 1412
then obtains first and second force values from the first and second sensors associated with the control wheels (block
704). In this example, the first sensor is associated with the pilot control column 202 and the second sensor is associated
with the the first officer’s column 206.
[0038] The processor 1412 then sums the first and second force values to determine a summed force value, Fsum,
(block 706). At block 708, the processor 1412 determines if the jam is an aft jam. In some examples, the processor 1412
determines that the jam is an aft jam if the summed force value, Fsum, is greater than a predetermined value. If the jam
is determined not to be an aft jam (e.g., a forward jam), the processor 1412 enables the rudder pedal override device
to mitigate the forward jam (block 710). However, if the processor 1412 determines the location of the jam as being an
aft jam, an alternate control command can be determined by the processor 1412 (block 712). In some examples, the
alternate control command is determined by subtracting a dead zone value from the summed force value. The processor
1412 then determines if the alternate control command is above a predetermined value (block 714). If the alternate
control command is above the predetermined value, the predetermined value is used (not the determined alternate
control command) to command the ailerons and/or spoilers of the aircraft 100 to move and control the aircraft 100 (block
716). However, if the alternate control command is equal to or below the predetermined value, the alternate control
command is used to command the aileron and/or the spoilers of the aircraft 100 to move and control the aircraft 100
(block 718).
[0039] FIGS. 8 - 15 are graphs generated in connection with the examples disclosed herein. FIG. 8 is a graph 600
showing a normal operation response of the first and second sensors 204, 208 where the x-axis 650 corresponds to the
input force value and the y-axis 652 corresponds to the sensor force. FIG. 9 is a graph 700 showing an aft jam response
at neutral or off-neural of the first and second sensors 204, 208 where the x-axis 750 corresponds to the input force
value and the y-axis 752 corresponds to the sensor force. FIG. 10 is a graph 800 showing a forward jam response at
neutral of the first and second force sensors 204, 208 where the x-axis 802 corresponds to the input force value and
the y-axis 804 corresponds to the sensor force. FIG. 11 is a graph 900 showing forward jam response off neutral of the
first and second sensors 204, 208 where the x-axis 902 corresponds to the input force value and the y-axis 904 corre-
sponds to the sensor force.
[0040] FIG. 12 is a graph 1000 showing the validation of the data obtained using a model-based design for aft jams
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and the data obtained using a factory and test rig for aft jams. Referring to FIG. 12, the x-axis 1002 corresponds to the
input force value and the y-axis 1004 corresponds to the sensor force. FIG. 13 is a graph 1100 showing the validation
of the data obtained using a model-based design for forward jams and the data obtained using a factory and test rig for
forward jams. Referring to FIG. 13, the x-axis 1102 corresponds to the input force value and the y-axis 1104 corresponds
to the sensor force.
[0041] FIG. 14 is a graph 1200 that shows the distinct features observed for aft jams at neutral where the x-axis 1202
corresponds to the input force value and the y-axis 1204 corresponds to the sensor force. As illustrated in the graph
1200, for aft jams, the sensor sum may be approximately equal to the input force.
[0042] FIG. 15 is a graph 1300 that shows the distinct features observed for forward jams at neutral where the x-axis
1302 corresponds to the input force value and the y-axis 1304 corresponds to the sensor force. As illustrated in the
graph 1300, for forward jams, the sensor sum may be approximately equal zero.
[0043] FIG. 16 is a block diagram of an example processor platform 1400 capable of executing the instructions of
FIGS. 4 - 7 to implement the mechanical elevator control system of FIG. 2. The processor platform 1400 can be, for
example, a server, a personal computer, a mobile device (e.g., a cell phone, a smart phone, a tablet such as an iPad™),
a personal digital assistant (PDA), an Internet appliance, or any other type of computing device.
[0044] The processor platform 1400 of the illustrated example includes a processor 1412. The processor 1412 of the
illustrated example is hardware. For example, the processor 1412 can be implemented by one or more integrated circuits,
logic circuits, microprocessors or controllers from any desired family or manufacturer.
[0045] The processor 1412 of the illustrated example includes a local memory 1413 (e.g., a cache). The processor
1412 of the illustrated example is in communication with a main memory including a volatile memory 1414 and a non-
volatile memory 1416 via a bus 1418. The volatile memory 1414 may be implemented by Synchronous Dynamic Random
Access Memory (SDRAM), Dynamic Random Access Memory (DRAM), RAMBUS Dynamic Random Access Memory
(RDRAM) and/or any other type of random access memory device. The non-volatile memory 1416 may be implemented
by flash memory and/or any other desired type of memory device. Access to the main memory 1414, 1416 is controlled
by a memory controller.
[0046] The processor platform 1400 of the illustrated example also includes an interface circuit 1420. The interface
circuit 1420 may be implemented by any type of interface standard, such as an Ethernet interface, a universal serial bus
(USB), and/or a PCI express interface.
[0047] In the illustrated example, one or more input devices 1422 are connected to the interface circuit 1420. The
input device(s) 1422 permit(s) a user to enter data and commands into the processor 1412. The input device(s) can be
implemented by, for example, an audio sensor, a microphone, a keyboard, a button, a mouse, a touchscreen, a track-
pad, a trackball, isopoint and/or a voice recognition system.
[0048] One or more output devices 1424 are also connected to the interface circuit 1420 of the illustrated example.
The output devices 1424 can be implemented, for example, by display devices (e.g., a light emitting diode (LED), an
organic light emitting diode (OLED), a liquid crystal display, a cathode ray tube display (CRT), a touchscreen, a tactile
output device, a light emitting diode (LED), a printer and/or speakers). The interface circuit 1420 of the illustrated example,
thus, typically includes a graphics driver card, a graphics driver chip or a graphics driver processor.
[0049] The interface circuit 1420 of the illustrated example also includes a communication device such as a transmitter,
a receiver, a transceiver, a modem and/or network interface card to facilitate exchange of data with external machines
(e.g., computing devices of any kind) via a network 1426 (e.g., an Ethernet connection, a digital subscriber line (DSL),
a telephone line, coaxial cable, a cellular telephone system, etc.).
[0050] The processor platform 1400 of the illustrated example also includes one or more mass storage devices 1428
for storing software and/or data. Examples of such mass storage devices 1428 include floppy disk drives, hard drive
disks, compact disk drives, Blu-ray disk drives, RAID systems, and digital versatile disk (DVD) drives.
[0051] Coded instructions 1432 to implement the method of FIG. 4 may be stored in the mass storage device 1428,
in the volatile memory 1414, in the non-volatile memory 1416, and/or on a removable tangible computer readable storage
medium such as a CD or DVD
[0052] From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that the above disclosed methods, apparatus and articles of manu-
facture enables jam locations to be differentiated and, thereafter, uses pre-determined instructions (e.g., force sensing
control law) to control the aircraft accordingly. The examples disclosed herein enable a significant weight and cost
reduction as compared to some known approaches. Additionally or alternatively, the examples disclosed herein use
sensors (e.g.., the force sensors) for multiple system functions.
[0053] As set forth herein, an example method includes determining first and second input force values and, based a
first summation of the first and second input force values, determining a location of an elevator jam in a mechanical
elevator control system of an aircraft. In some examples, determining the approximate location of the elevator jam
includes determining if the first summation is approximately equal to or above a predetermined value. In some examples,
the elevator jam includes an aft jam if the first summation is approximately equal to or above a predetermined value. In
some examples, the approximate location includes a forward jam or an aft jam.
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[0054] In some examples, the method also includes, based on the elevator jam being the aft jam, determining a direct
lift control command to mitigate the elevator jam. In some examples, based on the direct lift control command, commanding
wing spoilers of the aircraft to mitigate the elevator jam. In some examples, the direct lift control command is based on
the first summation. In some examples, the elevator jam includes a forward jam if the first summation is approximately
less than a predetermined value. In some examples, based on the elevator jam being the forward jam, enabling a forward
jam override device to mitigate the elevator jam. In some examples, the method also includes using the first summation
as an input force value when the elevator jam is an aft jam. In some examples, the elevator jam being associated with
a forward jam includes the first summation being approximately zero or less than a predetermined value.
[0055] An example apparatus includes a mechanical elevator control system including a first sensor and a second
sensor. The apparatus also includes a processor to, based on data from the first and second sensors, determine first
and second input force values and, based a first summation of the first and second input force values, determine an
approximate location of an elevator jam in a mechanical elevator control system of an aircraft. In some examples, the
processor is to identify the elevator jam as being an aft jam if the first summation is approximately equal to or above a
predetermined value. In some examples, when the processor identifies the elevator jam as being an aft jam, the processor
is to determine a direct lift control command to mitigate the elevator jam. In some examples, based on the direct lift
control command determined, the processor is to command the wing spoilers of the aircraft to mitigate the elevator jam.
In some examples, the processor is to determine the direct lift control command based on the first summation. In some
examples, the processor is to identify the elevator jam as being a forward jam if the first summation is approximately
less than a predetermined value. In some examples, when the processor identifies the elevator jam as being a forward
jam, the processor is to enable a forward jam override device to mitigate the elevator jam.
[0056] An example method includes determining first and second input force values and, based on a summation of
the first and second forces being greater than or less than a predetermined value, determining an approximate location
of an elevator jam in a mechanical elevator control system of an aircraft. The example method also includes, based on
the elevator jam being an aft jam, determining a direct lift control command based on the first summation, a minimum
predetermined value, and a maximum predetermined value.
[0057] Although certain example methods, apparatus and articles of manufacture have been disclosed herein, the
scope of coverage of this patent is not limited thereto. On the contrary, this patent covers all methods, apparatus and
articles of manufacture falling within the scope of the claims of this patent.

Claims

1. A method for operating a flight control system (200) of an aircraft (100), comprising:

determining first and second values, wherein the first and second values comprise a first input force value from
a first sensor (204) associated with a pilot control column (202) of the flight control system (200) of the aircraft
(100) and a second input force value from a second sensor (208) associated with a first officer control column
(206) of the flight control system (200) of the aircraft (100);
based on the values, determining a location of a jam in the flight control system of the aircraft, and
wherein the location of the jam is determined based on a first summation of the first and second values.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the flight control system comprises an elevator control system, a lateral control
system, or a directional control system.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein the flight control system comprises a mechanical control system or a fly-by-
wire control system.

4. The method of any of claims 1 to 3, wherein determining the approximate location of the jam comprises determining
if the first summation is approximately equal to or above a predetermined value.

5. The method of any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the jam comprises an aft jam if the first summation is approximately
equal to or above a predetermined value, wherein an aft jam exists when the jam is located aft of the control columns
(204, 206).

6. The method of any of claims 1 to 5, wherein the jam comprises a forward jam if the first summation is approximately
less than a predetermined value, wherein a forward jam exists when the jam is located forward of one of the control
columns (204, 206).
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7. The method of any of claims 1 to 6, wherein based on the jam being a forward jam, enabling a forward jam override
device to mitigate the jam.

8. The method of any of claims 1 to 7, wherein the jam comprises an elevator jam, and further comprising, based on
the elevator jam being an aft jam, determining a direct lift control command to mitigate the elevator jam.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising, based on the direct lift control command, commanding wing spoilers of
the aircraft to mitigate the elevator jam.

10. An apparatus, comprising:

an elevator control system (200) comprising a first sensor and a second sensor, wherein the elevator control
system (200) is operatively associated with a pilot control column (202) and the first sensor (204) and a first
officer control column (206) and the second sensor (208), wherein the first and second sensors (204, 208) are
located below a cockpit floor (209) of an aircraft (100), wherein the first sensor (204) is configured to sense a
first input force value from the pilot control column (202) and the second sensor (208) is configured to sense a
second input force value from the first officer control column (206); and
a processor (224) to:

based on data from the first and second sensors (204, 208), determine the first and second input force values;
based on a first summation of the first and second input force values, determine an approximate location
of an elevator jam in an elevator control system (200) of the aircraft.

11. The apparatus of claim 10,
wherein the processor is to identify the elevator jam as being an aft jam if the first summation is approximately equal
to or above a predetermined value, wherein an aft jam exists when the jam is located aft of the control columns
(204, 206).

12. The apparatus of claim 10 or 11, wherein when the processor identifies the elevator jam as being an aft jam, the
processor is to determine a direct lift control command to mitigate the elevator jam.

13. The apparatus of any of claims 10 to 12, wherein, based on the direct lift control command determined, the processor
is to command the wing spoilers of the aircraft to mitigate the elevator jam.

14. The apparatus of any of claims 10 to 13, wherein the processor is to identify the elevator jam as being a forward
jam if the first summation is approximately less than a predetermined value, wherein a forward jam exists when the
jam is located forward of one of the control columns (204, 206).

15. The apparatus of any of claims 10 to 14, wherein when the processor identifies the elevator jam as being a forward
jam, the processor is to enable a forward jam override device to mitigate the elevator jam.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Betreiben eines Flugsteuerungssystems (200) eines Luftfahrzeugs (100), mit:

Bestimmen erster und zweiter Werte, wobei die ersten und zweiten Werte einen ersten Eingangskraftwert von
einem ersten Sensor (204), der einer Pilotensteuersäule (202) des Flugsteuerungssystems (200) des Luftfahr-
zeugs (100) zugeordnet ist, und einen zweiten Eingangskraftwert von einem zweiten Sensor (208) aufweisen,
der einer der Erster-Offizier-Steuersäule (206) des Flugsteuerungssystems (200) des Luftfahrzeugs (100) zu-
geordnet ist;
basierend auf den Werten, Bestimmen eines Orts einer Blockierung in dem Flugsteuerungssystems des Luft-
fahrzeugs, und
wobei der Ort der Blockierung basierend auf einer ersten Summierung der ersten und zweiten Werte bestimmt
wird.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Flugsteuerungssystem ein Höhenrudersteuerungssystem, ein Seitenruder-
steuerungssystem oder ein Richtungssteuerungssystem aufweist.
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3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das Flugsteuerungssystem ein mechanisches Steuerungssystem oder
ein Fly-by-Wire-Steuerungssystem aufweist.

4. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei das Bestimmen des ungefähren Orts der Blockierung das
Bestimmen aufweist, ob die erste Summierung ungefähr gleich oder größer als ein vorbestimmter Wert ist.

5. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 4, wobei die Blockierung eine Hinterblockierung aufweist, falls die erste
Summierung ungefähr gleich oder oberhalb eines vorbestimmten Werts ist, wobei eine Hinterblockierung vorliegt,
wenn die Blockierung hinter den Steuersäulen (204, 206) angeordnet ist.

6. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 5, wobei die Blockierung eine Vorderblockierung aufweist, falls die erste
Summierung ungefähr geringer als ein vorbestimmter Wert ist, wobei eine Vorderblockierung vorliegt, wenn die
Blockierung vor einer der Steuersäulen (204, 206) angeordnet ist.

7. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei basierend darauf, dass die Blockierung eine Vorderblockierung
ist, einer Vorderblockierungs-Überbrückungseinrichtung ermöglicht wird, die Blockierung zu verringern.

8. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7, wobei die Blockierung eine Höhenruderblockierung aufweist, und des
Weiteren mit, basierend darauf, dass die Höhenruderblockierung eine Hinterblockierung ist, Bestimmen eines di-
rekten Höhensteuerungsbefehls erfolgt, um die Höhenruderblockierung zu verringern.

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 8, des Weiteren mit, basierend auf dem direkten Höhensteuerungsbefehl, Befehligen von
Flügelsteuerflächen des Luftfahrzeugs, um die Höhenruderblockierung zu verringern.

10. Vorrichtung, mit:

einem Höhenrudersteuerungssystem (200), das einen ersten Sensor und einen zweiten Sensor aufweist, wobei
das Höhenrudersteuerungssystem (200) wirksam einer Pilotensteuersäule (202) und dem ersten Sensor (204)
sowie einer Erster-Offizier-Steuersäule (206) und dem zweiten Sensor (208) zugeordnet ist, wobei der erste
und der zweite Sensor (204, 208) unterhalb eines Cockpitboden (209) des Luftfahrzeugs (100) angeordnet
sind, wobei der erste Sensor (204) dazu konfiguriert ist, einen ersten Eingangskraftwert von der Pilotensteuer-
säule (202) zu erfassen, und der zweite Sensor (208) dazu konfiguriert ist, einen zweiten Eingangskraftwert
von der Erster-Offizier-Steuersäule (206) zu erfassen; und
einem Prozessor (224), um:

basierend auf Daten der ersten und zweiten Sensoren (204, 208), die ersten und die zweiten Eingangs-
kraftwerte zu bestimmen;
basierend auf einer ersten Summierung der ersten und der zweiten Eingangskraftwerte, Bestimmen eines
ungefähren Orts einer Höhenruderblockierung in einem Höhenrudersteuerungssystem (200) des Luftfahr-
zeugs.

11. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 10, wobei der Prozessor dazu vorgesehen ist, die Höhenruderblockierung als eine
Hinterblockierung zu identifizieren, falls die erste Summierung ungefähr gleich oder größer als ein vorbestimmter
Wert ist, wobei eine Hinterblockierung vorliegt, wenn die Blockierung hinter den Steuersäulen (204, 206) angeordnet
ist.

12. Vorrichtung nach Anspruch 10 oder 11, wobei, wenn der Prozessor die Höhenruderblockierung als eine Hinterblo-
ckierung identifiziert, der Prozessor dazu vorgesehen ist, einen direkten Höhensteuerungsbefehl zu bestimmen,
um die Höhenruderblockierung zu verringern.

13. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 10 bis 12, wobei, basierend auf dem bestimmten direkten Höhensteue-
rungsbefehl, der Prozessor dazu vorgesehen ist, die Flügelsteuerflächen des Luftfahrzeugs zu befehligen, die Hö-
henruderblockierung zu verringern.

14. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 10 bis 13, wobei der Prozessor dazu vorgesehen ist, die Höhenruderblo-
ckierung als eine Vorderblockierung zu identifizieren, falls die erste Summierung ungefähr geringer als ein vorbe-
stimmter Wert ist, wobei eine Vorderblockierung vorliegt, wenn die Blockierung vor einer der Steuersäulen (204,
206) angeordnet ist.
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15. Vorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 10 bis 14, wobei, wenn der Prozessor die Höhenruderblockierung als eine
Vorderblockierung identifiziert, der Prozessor dazu vorgesehen ist, einer Vorderblockierungs-Überbrückungsein-
richtung zu ermöglichen, die Blockierung zu verringern.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour faire fonctionner un système de commandes de vol (200) d’un aéronef (100), le procédé comprenant :

la détermination de première et deuxième valeurs, où les première et deuxième valeurs comprennent une
première valeur de force d’entrée provenant d’un premier capteur (204) associé à un manche de commande
de pilote (202) du système de commandes de vol (200) de l’aéronef (100) et une deuxième valeur de force
d’entrée provenant d’un deuxième capteur (208) associé à un manche de commande de premier officier (206)
du système de commandes de vol (200) de l’aéronef (100) ;
sur la base des valeurs, la détermination d’un emplacement d’un blocage dans le système de commandes de
vol de l’aéronef, et
où l’emplacement du blocage est déterminé sur la base d’une première sommation des première et deuxième
valeurs.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le système de commandes de vol comprend une commande de
gouverne de profondeur, une commande de gauchissement, ou une chaîne de commande de lacet.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1 ou la revendication 2, dans lequel le système de commandes de vol comprend
un système de commande mécanique ou un système de commandes de vol électrique.

4. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel la détermination de l’emplacement approxi-
matif du blocage comprend la détermination du fait que la première sommation est ou non approximativement égale
ou supérieure à une valeur prédéterminée.

5. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel le blocage comprend un blocage arrière si
la première sommation est approximativement égale ou supérieure à une valeur prédéterminée, où un blocage
arrière existe lorsque le blocage est situé à l’arrière des manches (204, 206).

6. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, dans lequel le blocage comprend un blocage avant si la
première sommation est approximativement inférieure à une valeur prédéterminée, où un blocage avant existe
lorsque le blocage est situé à l’avant de l’un des manches (204, 206).

7. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6, dans lequel, sur la base du fait que le blocage est un
blocage avant, un dispositif de surpassement de blocage avant est activé pour atténuer le blocage.

8. Procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 7, dans lequel le blocage comprend un blocage de la
gouverne de profondeur, et le procédé comprend en outre, sur la base du fait que le blocage de la gouverne de
profondeur est un blocage arrière, la détermination d’une commande directe de portance pour atténuer le blocage
de la gouverne de profondeur.

9. Procédé selon la revendication 8, comprenant en outre, sur la base de la commande directe de portance, la com-
mande des déporteurs d’aile de l’aéronef pour atténuer le blocage de la gouverne de profondeur.

10. Appareil, comprenant :

une commande de gouverne de profondeur (200) comprenant un premier capteur et un deuxième capteur, où
le système de commande de gouverne de profondeur (200) est associé de manière opérationnelle à un manche
de commande de pilote (202) et au premier capteur (204) et à un manche de commande du premier officier
(206) et au deuxième capteur (208), où les premier et deuxième capteurs (204, 208) sont situés sous le sol
d’un cockpit (209) d’un aéronef (100), où le premier capteur (204) est configuré pour détecter une première
valeur de force d’entrée provenant du manche de commande de pilote (202) et le deuxième capteur (208) est
configuré pour détecter une deuxième valeur de force d’entrée provenant du manche de commande du premier
officier (206) ; et
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un processeur (224) pour :

sur la base des données provenant des premier et deuxièmes capteurs (204, 208), déterminer les première
et deuxième valeurs de force d’entrée ;
sur la base d’une première sommation des première et deuxième valeurs de force d’entrée, déterminer un
emplacement approximatif d’un blocage de la gouverne de profondeur dans un système de commande de
la gouverne de profondeur (200) de l’aéronef.

11. Appareil selon la revendication 10, dans lequel le processeur doit identifier le blocage de la gouverne de profondeur
comme étant un blocage arrière si la première sommation est approximativement égale ou supérieure à une valeur
prédéterminée, où un blocage arrière existe lorsque le blocage est situé à l’arrière des manches (204, 206).

12. Appareil selon la revendication 10 ou la revendication 11, dans lequel, lorsque le processeur identifie le blocage de
la gouverne de profondeur comme étant un blocage arrière, le processeur doit déterminer une commande directe
de portance pour atténuer le blocage de la gouverne de profondeur.

13. Appareil selon l’une quelconque des revendications 10 à 12, dans lequel, sur la base de la commande directe de
portance déterminée, le processeur doit commander les déporteurs d’aile de l’aéronef pour atténuer le blocage de
la gouverne de profondeur.

14. Appareil selon l’une quelconque des revendications 10 à 13, dans lequel le processeur doit identifier le blocage de
la gouverne de profondeur comme étant un blocage avant si la première sommation est approximativement inférieure
à une valeur prédéterminée, où un blocage avant existe lorsque le blocage est situé à l’avant de l’un des manches
(204, 206).

15. Appareil selon l’une quelconque des revendications 10 à 14, dans lequel, lorsque le processeur identifie le blocage
de la gouverne de profondeur comme étant un blocage avant, le processeur doit activer un dispositif de surpassement
de blocage avant pour atténuer le blocage de la gouverne de profondeur.
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