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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0001] The presentdisclosure generally relates to car-
riers or cartons for holding and displaying containers.
More specifically, the present disclosure relates to bas-
ket-style carriers.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0002] In general, one aspect of the disclosure is di-
rected to a construct comprising a partially formed carrier,
wherein the construct is for forming a carrier for holding
a plurality of containers. The construct comprises a plu-
rality of panels comprising at least a front panel, a first
side panel, a second side panel, and a central panel. The
construct further can comprise at least a central flap. The
carrier formed from the construct can comprise an interior
at least partially divided into a front portion and a back
portion by at least the central panel and the central flap.
The construct also can comprise a plurality of balance
features forming a plurality of balance regions that are
distributed in the construct for stacking the construct
evenly with other constructs.

[0003] In another aspect, the disclosure is generally
directed to a blank for forming a construct for forming a
carrier for holding a plurality of containers. The blank
comprises a plurality of panels comprising at least a front
panel, afirst side panel, a second side panel, and a cen-
tral panel. The blank further can comprise at least a cen-
tral flap disposed opposite to the central panel. The car-
rier formed from the blank can comprise an interior at
least partially divided into a front portion and a back por-
tion by at least the central panel and the central flap. The
blank also can comprise a plurality of balance features
for forming a plurality of balance regions that are distrib-
uted in the construct formed from the blank for stacking
the construct evenly with other constructs when the con-
struct is formed from the blank.

[0004] In another aspect, the disclosure is generally
directed to a method of forming a construct comprising
a partially formed carrier, wherein the construct is for
forming a carrier for holding a plurality of containers. The
method comprises obtaining a blank comprising a plu-
rality of panels comprising at least a front panel, a first
side panel, a second side panel, and a central panel. The
blank also can comprise at least a central flap disposed
opposite to the central panel, and a plurality of balance
features. The method further can comprise folding at
least a portion of the blank to form the construct. The
folding at least a portion of the blank can comprise form-
ing the plurality of balance features into a plurality of bal-
ance regions distributed in the construct for stacking the
construct evenly with other constructs. The carrier
formed from the construct can comprise an interior at
least partially divided into a front portion and a back por-
tion by at least the central panel and the central flap.
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[0005] Those skilled inthe art will appreciate the above
stated advantages and other advantages and benefits of
various additional embodiments reading the following de-
tailed description of the embodiments with reference to
the below-listed drawing figures.

[0006] According to common practice, the various fea-
tures of the drawings discussed below are not necessar-
ily drawn to scale. Dimensions of various features and
elements in the drawings may be expanded or reduced
to more clearly illustrate the embodiments of the disclo-
sure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0007]

Fig. 1is an exterior plan view of a blank used to form
a carrier according to a first exemplary embodiment
of the disclosure.

Figs. 2-4 are perspective views showing the folding
of the blank of Fig. 1 to form a construct according
to the first exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the construct of Fig. 4 in the
form of a flattened carrier according to the first ex-
emplary embodiment of the disclosure.

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a package including
the erected carrier formed from the folded carrier of
Fig. 5 according to the first exemplary embodiment
of the disclosure.

Fig. 7 is an exterior plan view of a blank used to form
a carrier according to a second exemplary embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

Figs. 8 and 9 are perspective views showing the fold-
ing of the blank of Fig. 6 to form a construct according
to the second exemplary embodiment of the disclo-
sure.

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the construct of Fig.
8 in the form of a flattened carrier according to the
second exemplary embodiment of the disclosure.

Figs. 11 and 12 are exterior plan views of blanks
used to form carriers according to alternative exem-
plary embodiments of the disclosure.

[0008] Corresponding parts are designated by corre-
sponding reference numbers throughout the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY EM-
BODIMENT

[0009] The present disclosure generally relates to car-
riers, packages, constructs, sleeves, cartons, or the like,
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for holding and displaying containers such as bottles,
jars, cans, etc. The containers can be used for packaging
beverage and food products, for example. The containers
can be made from materials suitable in composition for
packaging the particular beverage or food item, and the
materials include, but are not limited to, plastics such as
glass; PET, LDPE, LLDPE, HDPE, PP, PS, PVC, EVOH,
and Nylon; aluminum and/or other metals; and the like;
or any combination thereof.

[0010] Carriers accordingtothe presentdisclosure can
accommodate containers of numerous different shapes.
For the purpose of illustration and not for the purpose of
limiting the scope of the disclosure, the following detailed
description describes beverage containers (e.g., glass
bottles or plastic containers) at least partially disposed
within the carrier embodiments. In this specification, the
terms "inner," "interior," "outer," "exterior," "lower," "bot-
tom," "upper," "top," "front," "forward," "back," and "rear-
ward" indicate orientations determined in relation to fully
erected carriers.

[0011] Fig. 1 is a plan view of an exterior side 1 of a
blank 3 used to form a package 4 (Fig. 6) including a
basket-style carrier 5 holding a plurality of containers C,
in accordance with a first exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure. In one embodiment, the carrier 5 is
sized to contain six containers C, three containers being
contained in a front portion of the carrier and three con-
tainers being contained in a back portion of the carrier.
The carrier 5 can be sized and shaped to hold more or
fewer than six containers C without departing from the
disclosure. In the illustrated embodiment, the carrier 5
includes a reinforced handle 7 (Figs. 5 and 6), which can
include a handle panel 14 and a handle reinforcement
panel 16 among other features as described in more de-
tail below. In the illustrated embodiment, the carrier 5 is
the erected carrier 5 of Fig. 6 that receives the containers
C. As shown in Fig. 5, the carrier 5 can be in a collapsed
configuration, which can be referred to as the collapsed
carrier 5a in one embodiment.

[0012] In the illustrated embodiment, the carrier blank
3 has a longitudinal axis L1 and a lateral or transverse
axis L2 and has a front portion 9, a back portion 11, a
bottom panel 12b foldably connected to the back portion,
and a bottom attachment flap 12a foldably connected to
the front portion. In the illustrated embodiment, the front
portion 9 and back portion 11 are for being folded about
a lateral centerline CL (Figs. 1 and 4) when the carrier
blank 3 is formed into the carrier (Figs. 5 and 6). As dis-
cussed in more detail below, the carrier blank 3 is formed
into the collapsed carrier 5a by folding the carrier blank
3 about the centerline CL so that the front portion 9 and
the back portion 11 are generally overlapped (e.g., Fig.
5). In the illustrated embodiment, the blank 3 can be
formed into a construct 6 (e.g., a folded construct or a
balanced construct), which can be a folded blank or a
partially formed carrier (e.g., as shown in Fig. 4) and/or
the collapsed carrier 5a (e.g., as shown in Fig. 5). In one
embodiment, the construct 6 (Fig. 4 and/or Fig. 5) can
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be evenly stacked with other constructs 6 (e.g., for stor-
age, shipping, etc.) prior to fully forming the erected car-
rier 5 (e.g., when preparing to receive the containers C).
[0013] In the illustrated embodiment, the front portion
9, comprises a front panel 15a foldably connected to a
first side panel 17a and a second side panel 19a. A front
central flap 27a is foldably connected to the first side
panel 17a at a longitudinal fold line 29a. Longitudinal fold
lines 31a, 33a foldably connect the respective first and
second side panel 17a, 19a to the front panel 15a. A
lateral fold line 35a connects the bottom panel attach-
ment flap 12a to the front panel 15a. In addition, as shown
in Fig. 1, a bevel panel 36a can be formed in the bottom
panel attachment flap 12a and can extend between the
lateral fold line 35a and a lateral fold line 37a.

[0014] In the illustrated embodiment, the features of
the back portion 11 of the blank 3 include a back panel
15b, afirst side panel 17b, a second side panel 19b, and
a back central flap 27b that are generally a mirror-image
of the corresponding panel or flap of the front portion 9.
As shown in Fig. 1, the back central flap 27b and the front
central flap 27a are foldably connected at a narrowed
portion at the centerline CL. Alternatively or in addition,
the central flaps 27a, 27b could be foldably connected
along a lateral fold line (not shown). Corresponding com-
ponents (e.g., panels, flaps, fold lines, cuts, etc.) have
been designated by corresponding reference numbers
that differ by the "a" or "b" suffix, with the "a" components
corresponding to the front portion 9 and the "b" compo-
nents corresponding to the back portion 11 of the blank 3.
[0015] Inone embodiment, the front portion 9 includes
afront central panel 41 foldably connected to the second
side panel 19a along a longitudinal fold line 43a. As
shown in Fig. 1, a first divider panel 47a (e.g., a first front
divider panel) is foldably connected to the front central
panel 41 along a longitudinal fold line 49a, a second di-
vider panel 51a (e.g., a second front divider panel) is
foldably connected to the front central panel 41 along a
longitudinal fold line 53a, and an attachment panel 55a
(e.g., a front attachment panel) is foldably connected to
the divider panels 47a, 51a along respective longitudinal
fold lines 59a, 61a. In the illustrated embodiment, the first
divider panel 47a and the attachment panel 55a are sep-
arable from the respective front central panel 41 and the
second divider panel 51a along a cut line 63a extending
from an end of the longitudinal fold line 49a to an end of
the longitudinal fold line 61a.

[0016] Asshownin Fig. 1, the back portion 11 includes
aback central panel 69 foldably connected to the second
side panel 19b along a longitudinal fold line 43b. In one
embodiment, the back central panel 69 can be a mirror
image of the front central panel 41. As shown in Fig. 1,
a first divider panel 47b (e.qg., a first back divider panel)
is foldably connected to the back central panel 69 along
a longitudinal fold line 49b, a second divider panel 51b
(e.g., a second back divider panel) is foldably connected
to the back central panel 69 along a longitudinal fold line
53b, and an attachment panel 55b (e.g., a back attach-
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ment panel) is foldably connected to the divider panels
47b, 51b along respective longitudinal fold lines 59b, 61b.
In the illustrated embodiment, the first divider panel 47b
and the attachment panel 55b are separable from the
respective back central panel 69 and second divider pan-
el 51b along a cut line 63b extending from an end of the
longitudinal fold line 49b to an end of the longitudinal fold
line 61b.

[0017] In the illustrated embodiment, the front central
panel 41 is foldably connected to the back central panel
69 along a line of weakening 128, which can include a
fold line and one or more openings and/or cutouts. Any
of the front portion 9, the back portion 11, the central flaps
27a, 27b, the central panels 41, 69, the divider panels
47a, 51a, 47b, 51b, and/or the attachment panels 55a,
55b could be omitted or could be alternatively shaped,
arranged, positioned, and/or configured without depart-
ing from the present disclosure.

[0018] AsshowninFig. 1, the handle panel 14 and the
handle reinforcement panel 16 are generally disposed
between the front and back portions 9, 11. The handle
panel 14 includes a front handle portion 21a and a back
handle portion 21b foldably connected to the front handle
portion 21a along a lateral fold line or other line of weak-
ening 127. The front handle portion 21a is foldably con-
nected to the front central panel 41 along the longitudinal
fold line 43a, and the back handle portion 21b is foldably
connected to the back central panel 69 along the longi-
tudinal fold line 43b. The front handle portion 21a can
include a front handle opening 22a and a front handle
cushion flap 25a foldably connected to the front handle
portion along a lateral fold line 26a adjacent the front
handle opening 22a. The back handle portion 21b can
include a back handle opening 22b and a back handle
cushion flap 25b foldably connected to the back handle
portion along a lateral fold line 26b adjacent the back
handle opening 22b. The handle panel 14 could be omit-
ted or could be otherwise shaped, arranged, and/or con-
figured without departing from the disclosure.

[0019] In the illustrated embodiment, the handle rein-
forcement panel 16 can include a front handle reinforce-
ment portion 97a and a back handle reinforcement por-
tion 97b foldably connected to the front handle reinforce-
ment portion 97a along a lateral fold line or other line of
weakening 115. The front handle reinforcement portion
97a and the back handle reinforcement portion 97b are
foldably connected to the respective front handle portion
21aand back handle portion 21b along a longitudinal fold
line 131. In the illustrated embodiment, the front handle
reinforcement portion 97a includes an elongate handle
opening 99a, and the back handle reinforcement portion
97b includes an elongate handle opening 99b.

[0020] Inthe illustrated embodiment, the line of weak-
ening 128 and the lateral fold lines 115, 127 are generally
aligned with the lateral centerline CL of the blank 3. The
front handle portion 21a is adjacent the front panel 15a
and the second side panel 19a, and the front handle re-
inforcement portion 97a is adjacent the front panel 15a,
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the first side panel 17a, and the front central flap 27a.
The front handle portion 21a and the front handle rein-
forcement portion 97a are separable from the front panel
15a, the second side panel 19a, the first side panel 173,
and the front central flap 27a by a tear line or cut 23a.
Similarly, the back handle portion 21b and the back han-
dle reinforcement portion 97b are separable from the
back panel 15b, the second side panel 19b, the first side
panel 17b, and the back central flap 27b by a tear line or
cut 23b. In the illustrated embodiment, the central panels
41, 69 further can reinforce the handle and can include
handle openings 133a, 133b. Any of the handle portions,
the handle reinforcement portions, and/or the handle re-
inforcement flap could be omitted or could be otherwise
shaped, arranged, positioned, and/or configured without
departing from the disclosure.

[0021] In the illustrated embodiment, the blank 3 can
include balancing features for helping to balance the con-
struct 6 so that the construct 6 can be stacked with other
constructs 6 in a balanced stack (not shown) with even
spacing between layers of the stack. As shown in Fig. 1,
the blank 3 caninclude balance flaps 135a, 136a foldably
connected to the respective side panels 17a, 19a along
respective lateral fold lines 137a and balance flaps 135b,
136b foldably connected to the respective side panels
17b, 19b along respective lateral fold lines 137b. As de-
scribed in more detail below, the balance flaps 135a,
136a, 135b, 136b can cooperate with the central flaps
27a, 27b, the central panels 41, 69, and the side panels
17a, 19a, 17b, 19b so that each of the balance regions
or corners 138 of the construct 6 have three layers of
material to match the three layers of material in a central
handle region 142 of the construct 6 (e.g., the overlapped
portions of the handle panel 14, the handle reinforcement
panel 16, the central panels 41, 69, and/or the central
flaps 27a, 27b). Any of the balance features, including
any of the balance flaps 135a, 136a, 135b, 136b, could
be omitted or could be otherwise shaped, arranged, po-
sitioned, and/or configured without departing from the
disclosure.

[0022] In the illustrated embodiment, the carrier 5
formed from the blank 3 can be a pinhole-style basket
carrier for being received in a crate with pins or posts
(not shown). Generally, the pins of the crate can be re-
ceived in the carrier between the containers therein to
help locate and reduce movement of the carrier and con-
tainers in the crate. The blank 3 can include features for
accommodating and receiving the pins. Such features
can include in one embodiment apertures 139 in the bot-
tom panel 12b and cutouts formed in the central panels
41, 69 and along the handle portions 21a, 21b and the
handle reinforcement portions 97a, 97b. Alternatively,
the carrier could be another style of carrier where the
pinhole features are omitted.

[0023] Any ofthe panels, flaps, fold lines, cuts, or other
features could be omitted or could be otherwise shaped,
arranged, positioned, and/or configured in the blank 3
without departing from the disclosure. The blank 3 could
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be sized and/or shaped to accommodate more or fewer
than six containers C without departing from this disclo-
sure.

[0024] With reference to Figs. 2-4, in one exemplary
method of erection, the construct 6 can be formed from
the blank 3 by positioning the panels 15a, 15b, 17a, 17b,
19a, 19b, the central flaps 27a, 27b, the central panels
41, 69, the divider panels 47a, 51a, 47b, 51b, the attach-
ment panels 55a, 55b, and the balance flaps 135a, 136a,
135b, 136b relative to each other to form the front portion
9 and the back portion 11. The construct 6 further can
be folded along the centerline CL and glued to form the
collapsed carrier 5a (Fig. 5).

[0025] In one exemplary embodiment, the blank 3 can
be positioned with its interior surface 140 facing upwardly
(Fig. 2), and, as shown in Fig. 2, the balance flaps 135a,
136a, 135b, 136b can be folded along the respective lat-
eral fold lines 137a, 137b to overlap the interior surface
140 of the respective side panels 17a, 19a, 17b, 19b. In
one embodiment, the balance flaps 135a, 136a, 135b,
136b can be glued in face-to-face contact with the re-
spective side panels 17a, 19a, 17b, 19b. Accordingly,
the balance flaps 135a, 136a, 135b, 136b can cooperate
with the respective side panels 17a, 19a, 17b, 19b to
form four outer regions of the partially-formed construct
with two layers of material. As shown in Fig. 2, the handle
reinforcement panel 16 (e.g., the internal handle panel)
can be folded along the longitudinal fold line 131 into
face-to-face contact with the interior surface 140 of the
handle panel 14 (e.g. the exterior handle panel). In one
embodiment, the handle panel 14 and the handle rein-
forcement panel 16 can be glued together in face-to-face
contact. In the illustrated embodiment, the handle open-
ings 99a, 99b of the handle reinforcement panel 16 can
be aligned with the respective handle openings 22a, 22b
and the respective handle cushion flaps 25a, 25b of the
handle panel 14. As shown in Fig. 2, the handle rein-
forcement panel 16 overlapping the handle panel 14 can
forma handle region of the partially-formed construct with
two layers of material.

[0026] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the central panels
41, 69 (e.g., the handle keel) can be folded along the
longitudinal fold lines 43a, 43b so that the central panels
41, 69 overlap the respective side panels 19a, 19b and
balance flaps 136a, 136b and so that the divider panels
47a, 51a, 47b, 51b and the attachment panels 55a, 55b
overlap the respective front panel 15a and back panel
15b. In one embodiment, the portions of the central pan-
els 41, 69 overlapping the handle reinforcement panel
16 can be glued in face-to-face contact with the handle
reinforcement panel 16 so that the handle openings
133a, 133b are aligned with the respective handle open-
ings 99a, 99b of the handle reinforcement panel 16 and
the respective handle openings 22a, 22b and the respec-
tive handle cushion flaps 25a, 25b of the handle panel
14. Also, the line of weakening 128 of the central panels
41, 69, the lateral fold line 127 of the handle panel 14,
and the line of weakening 115 of the handle reinforce-
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ment panel 16 can be aligned and in an overlapping re-
lationship along the centerline CL. In the illustrated em-
bodiment, the attachment panels 55a, 55b can be glued
in face-to-face contact with the respective front panel 15a
and back panel 15b. In one embodiment, the divider pan-
els 47a, 51a, 47b, 51b remain unsecured to the front
panel 15a and back panel 15b so that they may pivot with
respectto the attachment panels 55a, 55b and the central
panels 41, 69 when the carrier is formed. In addition, the
central panels 41, 69 can remain unsecured to the side
panels 19a, 19b so that they may pivot with respect to
the side panels 19a, 19b.

[0027] As shown in Fig. 3, the partially-formed con-
struct can have three layers of material at the central
handle region 142 of the partially-formed construct and
where the central panels 41, 69 overlap the respective
balance flaps 136a, 136b at the respective corners 138
of the partially-formed construct. The partially-formed
construct in Fig. 3 can have two layers of material where
the central panels 41, 69 overlap the side panels 19a,
19b between the balance flaps 136a, 136b and the cen-
tral handle region 142 and where the divider panels 47a,
51a, 47b, 51b and attachment panels 55a, 55b overlap
the respective front panel 15a and back panel 15b, as
well as where the balance flaps 135a, 135b overlap the
side panels 17a, 17b. In one embodiment, the central
panels 41, 69 only partially overlap the respective handle
reinforcement portions 97a, 97b of the handle reinforce-
ment panel 16 so that the portion of the central handle
region 142 that does not include the central panels 41,
69 has two layers of material (e.g., the portions of the
handle panel 14 and the handle reinforcement panel 16
that are not overlapped by the central panels 41, 69).
[0028] As shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the first side panels
17a, 17b can be folded about respective fold lines 31a,
31b so that the first side panels 17a, 17b overlap the
respective front panel 15a and back panel 15b with the
respective balance flaps 135a, 135b therebetween and
so that the central flaps 27a, 27b overlap the respective
frontpanel 15aand back panel 15b, the respective divider
panels 51a, 51b, the respective attachment flaps 55a,
55b, and the respective handle reinforcement portions
97a, 97b of the handle reinforcement panel 16. In the
illustrated embodiment, the central flaps 27a, 27b can be
glued in face-to-face contact with to the portions of the
respective handle reinforcement portions 97a, 97b of the
handle reinforcement panel 16 that are not overlapped
by the central panels 41, 69 so that the portion of the
central handle region 142 of the construct 6 including the
handle panel 14, the handle reinforcement panel 16, and
the central flaps 27a, 27b has three layers of material.
Further, as shown in Fig. 4, the corners 138 including the
respective side panel 17a, 17b, the respective balance
flaps 136a, 136b, and the respective front panel 15a and
back panel 15b have three layers of material. In the illus-
trated embodiment, portions of the construct 6 that are
generally adjacent the central handle region 142 and
where the central flaps 27a, 27b overlap the respective
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divider panels 51a, 51b and the respective attachment
panels 55a, 55b, which overlap the respective front panel
15a and back panel 15b, also have three layers. The
construct 6 (Fig. 4) could be otherwise formed without
departing from the disclosure. For example, the balance
flaps 135a, 135b, 136a, 136b can be folded into contact
with the exterior surfaces of the respective side panels
17a, 17b, 19a, 19b.

[0029] As shown in Fig. 4, the construct 6 can have
three layers of material distributed throughout the con-
struct so that the constructis balanced for even stacking.
While portions of the construct 6 can have one or two
layers of material, the distributed three-layer portions of
the construct are configured so that one or more portions
(e.g., one or more corners 138) are not thinner than other
portions of the construct, which can lead to a stack of
constructs (not shown) that tilts or that is unstable. Rath-
er, the distributed three-layer portions of the construct 6
allow the constructs to be stacked evenly so that each
construct supports the constructs above it at at least the
three-layer corners 138 and the three-layer central han-
dle region 142. Accordingly, the construct 6 can be sup-
plied flat and even in board layers, which can be helpful
when feeding the constructs 6 in certain feeders (e.g.,
for further processing) (e.g., systems produced by Kro-
nes AG and/or Schubert Packaging Systems GmbH).
Constructs thatlack the balancing features of the present
disclosure (e.g., other pinhole style baskets or other con-
structs) can have board layers that are very uneven,
which can make it difficult or impossible to stack the con-
struct in a level pile. For example, variations in thickness
of a construct with different numbers of layers of material
at different portions of the construct (e.g., having more
layers of material in a central region than in outer regions
or having more layers of material on one side of the con-
struct than an opposing side) can add up in a stack of
the constructs so that the stack can have significantly
different heights between areas associated with portions
of the constructs with different numbers of layers of ma-
terial. This can result in the stack leaning in one direction
or another and/or to the constructs being situated in un-
predictable positions and/or orientations in the stack.
Such discrepancies can cause stability issues in storage
of the construct stack and/or issues with retrieving the
constructs from the stack in a hopper for processing on
a machine for example. In contrast, the corners 138 with
the balance features of the present disclosure help the
construct 6 to be more easily stacked in a level pile for
feeding into machinery (not shown) that requires or ben-
efits from such level stacks of constructs. The construct
6 could be otherwise shaped, arranged, positioned,
and/or configured without departing from the disclosure.
For example, the balancing features could have any suit-
able number of layers for balancing the stacked con-
structs.

[0030] Inone embodiment, the construct 6, in the form
of the folded blank shown in Fig. 4, can be folded about
the lateral centerline CL (i.e., the lateral fold lines 115,
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127, and the line of weakening 128) so that the front
portion 9 generally overlaps the back portion 11 to form
the flattened or collapsed carrier 5a (Fig. 5). Portions of
the front central panel 41 and the front central flap 27a
can be selectively glued to portions of the respective back
central panel 69 and back central flap 27b to generally
form a central wall 144 (Figs. 5 and 6) between the front
portion 9 and the back portion 11. The handle panel 14,
the handle reinforcement panel 16, and the handle por-
tion of the central panels 41, 69 combine to form the six-
ply reinforced handle 7 with the front handle openings
22a, 99a, 133a being generally aligned with the back
handle openings 22b, 99b, 133b. The bottom panel 12b
can be folded along a fold line and attached to the bottom
panel attachment flap 12a by glue so that the collapsed
carrier 5a is in a flattened configuration as shown in Fig.
5. The central wall 144, the reinforced handle 7, and/or
the bottom of the carrier could be otherwise shaped, ar-
ranged, positioned, and/or configured without departing
from the disclosure.

[0031] In the illustrated embodiment, the construct 6
in the form of the flattened carrier 5a of Fig. 5 can be
balanced by the balancing features in the same manner
as the construct 6 in the form of the folded blank of Fig.
4. For example, the central handle region 142 having
three layers of material in Fig. 4 can become the handle
region 142’ with six layers of material when the construct
6 (e.g., the folded blank) of Fig. 4 is folded to form the
construct 6 (e.g., the flattened carrier 5a) of Fig. 5. Sim-
ilarly, the corners 138 of the back portion 11 are over-
lapped by the corners 138 of the front portion 9 to form
the corners 138’ in the flattened carrier 5a of Fig. 5,
wherein the corners 138 each have three layers of ma-
terial and the corners 138’ each have six layers of mate-
rial. Accordingly, in the illustrated embodiment, the flat-
tened carrier 5a can be balanced for stacking in a similar
manner as the construct 6 of Fig. 4, wherein the six layers
of material at the corners 138’ and the handle region 142’
are distributed in the construct 6 in the form of the flat-
tened carrier 5a in Fig. 5.

[0032] As shown in Fig. 6, the construct 6 can be fed
into a packaging system by a feeder (not shown) and
further formed into the erected carrier 5. For example,
the first side panels 17a, 17b and second side panels
19a, 19b can be positioned to be in a generally spaced-
apart, parallel planar relationship, and the front panel 15a
and back panel 15b can be positioned to be in a generally
spaced-apart, parallel planar relationship with the central
wall 144 dividing the interior 146 of the carrier 5 into the
front portion 9 and the back portion 11. Such movement
of the side panels 17a, 17b, 19a, 19b and front and back
panels 15a, 15b, causes the divider panels 47a, 51a in
the front portion 9 of the carrier to be positioned generally
perpendicular to the central panel 41 and the front panel
15a, thereby dividing the front portion 9 into three con-
tainer-receiving spaces (Fig. 6). Similarly, the back por-
tion 11 of the carrier is divided into three container-re-
ceiving spaces (Fig. 6) by the divider flaps 47b, 51b. The
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separating of the front and back panels 15a, 15b further
pulls the bottom panel 12b flat across the bottom of the
carrier 5. Two hooks 13a, 13b (Fig. 1) disposed at the
bottoms of the respective central flaps 27a, 27b can en-
gage a notch 28 (Fig. 1) in the bottom panel 12b for sup-
porting the bottom panel.

[0033] Intheillustrated embodiment, the divider panels
47a, 51a, 47b, 51b can extend at least partially from the
respective central panels 41, 69 to the respective front
panel 15a and back panel 15b. As the front panel 15a is
positioned opposite to the front central panel 41, the at-
tachment panel 55a folds along longitudinal fold lines
59a, 61a with respect to the divider panels 47a, 51a so
that the attachment panel 55a separates from the divider
panel 51a along the cut line 63a. The attachment panel
55b can similarly separate from the divider panel 51b as
the back panel 15b is positioned opposite to the back
central panel 69. The carrier could be alternatively erect-
ed, formed, and/or arranged without departing from the
present disclosure.

[0034] In one embodiment, containers C, such as bot-
tles, can be placed into the container-receiving spaces
ofthe carrier 5 to form the package 4 (Fig. 6). The bottoms
of the containers are supported by the bottom panel 12b,
and the divider panels 47a, 51a, 47b, 51b generally can
extend between the wider lower portions of the contain-
ers to help prevent the containers from contacting re-
spectively adjacent containers.

[0035] The exemplary carrier embodiment discussed
above accommodates six containers arranged in two
rows, but the present disclosure is not limited to these
numbers. As one example, additional containers may be
accommodated by increasing the size of the blank 3 (e.g.,
in the lateral direction L2 in Fig. 1) and forming additional
container-receiving spaces therein. Also, the carrier 5
could have fewer than six container-receiving spaces.
[0036] Fig. 7 is a plan view of a blank 203 for forming
a collapsed or flattened carrier 205a (Fig. 10), which can
be further formed into an erected carrier (not shown) of
a second embodiment of the disclosure. The second em-
bodiment is generally similar to the first embodiment, ex-
cept for variations noted and variations that will be ap-
parent to one of ordinary skill in the art. Accordingly, sim-
ilar or identical features of the embodiments have been
given like or similar reference numbers. As shown in Fig.
7, the blank 203 has a different handle panel 214 and
handle reinforcement panel 216 than the blank 3, has
different dividers 247a, 251a, 247b, 251b than the blank
3, and has second central panels 241, 269 that lack the
handle features and divider panels of the central panels
41, 69 of the blank 3. In one embodiment, the central
panels 241, 269 can resemble the central flaps 27a, 27b
so that the central flaps 27a, 27b can be referred to as
first central flaps and the central panels 241, 269 can be
referred to as second central flaps. In the illustrated em-
bodiment, the second central flaps 241, 269 are foldably
connected at a line of weakening 328. Also, as shownin
Fig. 7, the bottom panel 212b and the bottom attachment
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flap 212a are foldably connected to the respective back
panel 215b and front panel 215a along respective fold
lines 35b, 35a and the bevel panels of the blank 3 are
omitted. In addition, in the illustrated embodiment, the
balance features are differently configured in the blank
203. As shown in Fig. 7, the balance flaps 335a, 336a,
335b, 336b are foldably connected to the respective cen-
tral flaps 27a, 241, 27b, 269 along longitudinal fold lines
337a, 337b. In addition, the bottom panel 12b caninclude
pinhole features 339 for receiving respective pins when
the carrier is received in a crate. As shown in Fig. 7, the
pinhole features 339 each can include an aperture 339a
and a plurality of flaps 339b that can fold upwardly into
the erected carrier (not shown) as the pins are inserted
into the apertures 339a. Alternatively, the carrier could
be a different style of carrier wherein the pinhole features
339 are omitted.

[0037] Intheillustrated embodiment, the divider panels
247a,251aarefoldably connected to the front panel 215a
along respective longitudinal fold lines 259a, 261a, and
the divider panels 247b, 251b are foldably connected to
the back panel 215b along respective longitudinal fold
lines 259b, 261b. The divider panel 247ais also foldably
connected to the first handle portion 221a along a longi-
tudinal fold line 249a, the divider panel 251a is foldably
connected to the first handle reinforcement portion 297a
along alongitudinal fold line 253a, the divider panel 247b
is foldably connected to the second handle portion 221b
along a longitudinal fold line 249b, and the divider panel
251b is foldably connected to the second handle rein-
forcing portion 297b along a longitudinal fold line 253b.
As shown in Fig. 7, a lateral fold line can extend in each
of the divider panels 247a, 251a, 247b, 251b. The blank
203 could be otherwise shaped, arranged, positioned,
and/or configured without departing from the disclosure.
[0038] Intheillustrated embodiment, the blank 203 can
be folded and selectively glued to form the construct 206
(Figs. 9 and 10) as shown in Figs. 8-10. For example, as
shown in Fig. 8, the handle reinforcement panel 216 can
be folded along fold lines 331 into face-to-face contact
with the interior surface of the handle panel 214 so that
the handle openings 99a, 99b are aligned with the re-
spective handle flaps 25a, 25b and the respective handle
openings 22a, 22b. In one embodiment, the handle re-
inforcement panel 216 can be glued to the handle panel
214 and the divider panels 247a, 247b, 251a, 251b can
remain unglued to other flaps or panels. In addition, as
shown inFig. 8, the balance flaps 335a, 335b, 336a, 336b
can be folded along the respective longitudinal fold lines
337a, 337b and glued to the interior surfaces of the re-
spective central flaps 27a, 27b, 241, 269.

[0039] The construct206 in the form of the folded blank
as shown in Fig. 9 can be further formed by folding the
side panels 17a, 17b along fold lines 31a, 31b so that
the side panels 17a, 17b and the central flaps 27a, 27b
are in face-to-face contact with the respective front panel
15a and back panel 15b. In the illustrated embodiment,
portions of the central flaps 27a, 27b can overlap the
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handle reinforcement panel 216, which overlaps the han-
dle panel214, sothat portions of the central handle region
342 have three layers of material. In one embodiment,
the central flaps 27a, 27b can be glued to the handle
panel 214 via an opening extending in the handle rein-
forcementflap 216. Alternatively or in addition, the central
flaps 27a, 27b can be glued to portions of the handle
reinforcement flap 216 (e.g., adjacent to the opening in
the handle reinforcement flap orin the case that the open-
ing is omitted in the handle reinforcement flap 216). Also
as shown in Fig. 9, the central flaps 241, 269 can be
folded along the respective fold lines 43a, 43b and into
face-to-face contact with the side panels 19a, 19b. In one
embodiment, the central flaps 241, 269 can be glued to
the interior surface of the handle panel 214 adjacent the
handle reinforcement panel 216 and the overlapping por-
tions of the central flaps 241, 269 and the side panels
19a, 19b can remain unglued. The construct 206 could
be alternatively formed without departing from the
present disclosure.

[0040] In the illustrated embodiment, four corners or
balance regions 338 with three layers of material can be
distributed in the construct 206 in the form of the folded
blank as shown in Fig. 9. In one embodiment, one region
338 caninclude the overlapping central flap 27a and front
panel 215a with the balance flap 335a therebetween, an-
other region 338 can include the overlapping central flap
27b and back panel 215b with the balance flap 335b ther-
ebetween, another region 338 can include the overlap-
ping central panel 241 and side panel 19a with the bal-
ance flap 336a therebetween, and another region 338
can include the overlapping central panel 269 and side
panel 19b with the balance flap 336b therebetween. In
one embodiment, the balance flaps 335a, 336a, 335b,
336b can help form distributed three-layer regions in the
construct 206 along with the three-layer portions of the
central handle region 342 so that the construct 206 can
be stacked with other constructs 206 in even layers more
easily.

[0041] As shown in Fig. 10, the construct 206 can be
further folded and glued to further form the carrier 205a
(e.g., the construct 206 in the form of the collapsed carrier
205a). For example, the construct 206 can be folded
about the lateral centerline CL (i.e., the lateral fold lines
315,127, and the line of weakening 328) so that the front
portion 209 generally overlaps the back portion 211 (Fig.
10). Portions of the front central flaps 241, 27a can be
selectively glued to portions of the respective back cen-
tral flaps 269, 27b to generally form a central wall (not
shown) between the front portion 209 and the back por-
tion 211. The handle panel 214 and the handle reinforce-
ment panel 216 can combine to form the four-ply rein-
forced handle 207 (Fig. 10) with the front handle openings
22a, 99a being generally aligned with the back handle
openings 22b, 99b. The bottom panel 212b can be folded
along a fold line and attached to the bottom panel attach-
ment flap 212a by glue so that the folded construct 206
forms the flattened or collapsed carrier 205a (Fig. 10). In
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one embodiment, the construct 206 in the form of the
collapsed carrier 205a can have a handle region 342’
with portions that have six layers of material (e.g., where
the central flaps 27a, 27b, the handle portions 221a,
221b, and the handle reinforcement portions 297a, 297b
overlap in the handle 207) and balance regions 338’ with
six layers of material (e.g., where the central flaps 27a,
27b, the balance flaps 335a, 335b, the front panel 215a,
and the back panel 215b overlap and where the central
flaps 241, 269, the balance flaps 336a, 336b, and the
side panels 19a, 19b overlap) so that there are regions
of six layers of material distributed throughout the con-
struct 206 in the form of the collapsed carrier 205a. The
central wall, the reinforced handle, the balance regions,
and/or the bottom of the carrier could be otherwise
shaped, arranged, positioned, and/or configured without
departing from the disclosure. In one embodiment, the
carrier can be further formed similarly to the carrier of the
first embodiment. The carrier 205a could be alternatively
erected, formed, and/or arranged without departing from
the present disclosure.

[0042] Fig. 11 is a plan view of a blank 403 for forming
a carrier (not shown) of a third embodiment of the disclo-
sure. The third embodiment is generally similar to the
prior embodiments, except for variations noted and var-
iations that will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the
art. Accordingly, similar or identical features of the em-
bodiments have been given like or similar reference num-
bers. As shown in Fig. 11, the blank 403 is similar to the
blank 3 of Fig. 1 except that the pinhole features 139
included in the bottom panel 12b of the blank 3 are omit-
ted in the bottom panel 412b of the blank 403. In addition,
the cutouts included in handle portions 21a, 21b of the
handle panel 14, the handle reinforcement portions 97a,
97b of the handle reinforcement panel 16, and the central
panels 41, 69 of the blank 3 for accommodating the pins
in the carrier 5 of the first embodiment are omitted in
handle portions 421a, 421b of the handle panel 414, the
handle reinforcement portions 497a, 497b of the handle
reinforcement panel 416, and the central panels 441,469
of the blank 403 of Fig. 11. The blank 403 could be oth-
erwise shaped, arranged, positioned, and/or configured
without departing from the disclosure.

[0043] Fig. 12is a plan view of a blank 603 for forming
a carrier (not shown) of a fourth embodiment of the dis-
closure. The fourth embodiment is generally similar to
the prior embodiments, except for variations noted and
variations that will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in
the art. Accordingly, similar or identical features of the
embodiments have been given like or similar reference
numbers. As shown in Fig. 12, the blank 603 is similar
to the blank 203 of Fig. 7 except that the pinhole features
339 in the bottom panel 212b for accommodating the
pins in the carrier 205 of the second embodiment are
omitted in the bottom panel 612b of the blank 603 of Fig.
12. The blank 603 could be otherwise shaped, arranged,
positioned, and/or configured without departing from the
disclosure.
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[0044] Any of the features of the various embodiments
of the disclosure can be combined with, replaced by, or
otherwise configured with other features of other embod-
iments of the disclosure without departing from the scope
of this disclosure. In addition, the panels, flaps, and other
features shown and described in conjunction with the
blanks 3, 203 and the carriers are included by way of
example. The balance flaps 135a, 135b, 136a, 136b,
335a, 335b, 336a, 336b and/or other features of the dis-
closure can alternatively be associated with any basket-
style carrier or other type of carton having any divider or
panel configuration.

[0045] In general, the blank may be constructed from
paperboard having a caliper so thatit is heavier and more
rigid than ordinary paper. The blank can also be con-
structed of other materials, such as cardboard, or any
other material having properties suitable for enabling the
carrier or carton to function at least generally as de-
scribed above. The blank can be coated with, for exam-
ple, a clay coating. The clay coating may then be printed
over with product, advertising, and other information or
images. The blanks may then be coated with a varnish
to protect information printed on the blanks. The blanks
may also be coated with, for example, a moisture barrier
layer, on either or both sides of the blanks. The blanks
can also be laminated to or coated with one or more
sheet-like materials at selected panels or panel sections.
[0046] As an example, a tear line can include: a slit
that extends partially into the material along the desired
line of weakness, and/or a series of spaced apart slits
that extend partially into and/or completely through the
material along the desired line of weakness, or various
combinations of these features. As a more specific ex-
ample, one type tear line is in the form of a series of
spaced apart slits that extend completely through the ma-
terial, with adjacent slits being spaced apart slightly so
that a nick (e.g., a small somewhat bridging-like piece of
the material) is defined between the adjacent slits for
typically temporarily connecting the material across the
tear line. The nicks are broken during tearing along the
tear line. The nicks typically are a relatively small per-
centage of the tear line, and alternatively the nicks can
be omitted from or torn in a tear line such that the tear
line is a continuous cut line. That s, it is within the scope
of the present disclosure for each of the tear lines to be
replaced with a continuous slit, or the like. For example,
a cut line can be a continuous slit or could be wider than
a slit without departing from the present disclosure.
[0047] In accordance with the exemplary embodi-
ments, afold line can be any substantially linear, although
not necessarily straight, form of weakening that facilitates
folding therealong. More specifically, but not for the pur-
pose of narrowing the scope of the present disclosure,
fold lines include: a score line, such as lines formed with
a blunt scoring knife, or the like, which creates a crushed
or depressed portion in the material along the desired
line of weakness; a cut that extends partially into a ma-
terial along the desired line of weakness, and/or a series
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of cuts that extend partially into and/or completely
through the material along the desired line of weakness;
and various combinations of these features. In situations
where cutting is used to create a fold line, typically the
cutting will not be overly extensive in a manner that might
cause a reasonable user to incorrectly consider the fold
line to be a tear line.

[0048] The above embodiments may be described as
having one or more panels adhered together by glue dur-
ing erection of the carrier embodiments. The term "glue"
is intended to encompass all manner of adhesives com-
monly used to secure carrier panels in place.

[0049] The foregoing description of the disclosure il-
lustrates and describes various exemplary embodi-
ments. Various additions, modifications, changes, etc.,
could be made to the exemplary embodiments without
departing from the spirit and scope of the disclosure. It
isintended that all matter contained in the above descrip-
tion or shown in the accompanying drawings shall be
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. Ad-
ditionally, the disclosure shows and describes only se-
lected embodiments of the disclosure, but the disclosure
is capable of use in various other combinations, modifi-
cations, and environments and is capable of changes or
modifications within the scope of the inventive concept
as expressed herein, commensurate with the above
teachings, and/or within the skill or knowledge of the rel-
evant art. Furthermore, certain features and character-
istics of each embodiment may be selectively inter-
changed and applied to other illustrated and non-illus-
trated embodiments of the disclosure.

Claims

1. A construct (6, 206) comprising a partially formed
carrier, wherein the construct (6, 206) is for forming
a carrier (5) for holding a plurality of containers (C),
the construct (6, 206) comprising:

a plurality of panels comprising at least a front
panel (15a, 215a), afirst side panel (17a), a sec-
ond side panel (19a), and a central panel (41,
241);

at least a central flap (27a), wherein the carrier
(5) formed from the construct (6, 206) comprises
an interior (146) at least partially divided into a
front portion (9, 209) and a back portion (11,
211) by at least the central panel (41, 241) and
the central flap (27a);

a plurality of balance features (135a, 135b,
1364, 136b, 335a, 335b, 336a, 336b) forming a
plurality of balance regions (138, 138’, 338, 338’)
that are distributed in the construct (6, 206) for
stacking the construct (6, 206) evenly with other
constructs (6, 206).

2. Theconstruct(6,206) of claim 1, wherein the plurality
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of balance features (135a, 135b, 136a, 136b, 3353,
335b, 336a, 336b) comprises a balance flap (135a,
136a, 335a, 336a) foldably connected to one of the
first side panel (17a), the second side panel (19a),
the central panel (41, 241), and the central flap (27a).

The construct (6, 206) of claim 2, wherein the bal-
ance flap (135a, 136a, 335a, 336a) and the one of
the first side panel (17a), the second side panel
(19a), the central panel (41, 241), and the central
flap (27a) are at least partially overlapped.

The construct (6) of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
balance features (135a, 135b, 136a, 136b) compris-
es a first balance flap (135a) foldably connected to
the first side panel (17a) and a second balance flap
(136a) foldably connected to the second side panel
(19a) along respective lateral fold lines (137a).

The construct (6) of claim 4, wherein:

the first side panel (17a) is a front first side panel
(17a) and the second side panel (19a) is a front
second side panel (19a);

the construct (6) further comprises a back first
side panel (17b) and a back second side panel
(19b); and

the plurality of balance features (135a, 135b,
136a, 136b) comprises a third balance flap
(135b) foldably connected to the back first side
panel (17b) and a fourth balance flap (136b) fold-
ably connected to the back second side panel
(19b) along respective lateral fold lines (137b).

The construct (206) of claim 1, wherein the plurality
of balance features (335a, 335b, 336a, 336b) com-
prises a first balance flap (335a) foldably connected
to the central flap (27a) and a second balance flap
(336a) foldably connected to the central panel (241)
along respective longitudinal fold lines (337a).

The construct (206) of claim 6, wherein:

the central flap (27a) is a front central flap (27a)
and the central panel (241) is a front central pan-
el (241);

the construct (206) further comprises a back
centralflap (27b) and a back central panel (269);
and

the plurality of balance features (335a, 335b,
336a, 336b) comprises a third balance flap
(335b) foldably connected to the back central
flap (27b) and a fourth balance flap (336b) fold-
ably connected to the back central panel (269)
along respective longitudinal fold lines (337b).

8. The construct (6, 206) of claim 1, further comprising

handle features for forming a handle (7, 207) in the
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1.

12.

carrier (5), the handle features comprising at least a
handle panel (14, 214) and a handle reinforcement
panel (16, 216) that are at least partially overlapped
to atleast partially form a central handle region (142,
142’, 342, 342’) in the construct (6, 206), the plurality
of balance regions (138, 138, 338, 338’) being
spaced apart from the central handle region (142,
142’, 342, 342’).

The construct (6, 206) of claim 8, wherein the plurality
of balance regions (138, 138’, 338, 338’) comprises
a first balance flap (135a, 335a) at least partially in
face-to-face contact with atleast one of the front pan-
el (15a, 215a), the first side panel (17a), and the
central flap (27a) and a second balance flap (136a,
336a) at least partially in face-to-face contact with at
least one of the second side panel (19a) and the
central panel (41, 241).

The construct (6, 206) of claim 8, wherein:

the central handle region (142, 142’, 342, 342’)
comprises at least a portion of at least one of
the central panel (41, 241) and the central flap
(27a) in an at least partially overlapping relation-
ship with the handle panel (14, 214) and the han-
dle reinforcement flap (16, 216) so that the cen-
tral handle region (142, 142’, 342, 342’) has
three layers; and

the plurality of balance regions (138, 138’, 338,
338’) comprises afirst balance flap (135a, 335a)
in an at least partially overlapping relationship
with the front panel (15a, 215a) and at least one
of the first side panel (17a) and the central flap
(27a) and a second balance flap (136a, 336a)
in an at least partially overlapping relationship
with each of the second side panel (19a) and
the central panel (41, 241) so that each balance
region (138, 138’, 338, 338’) of the plurality of
balance regions (138, 138’, 338, 338’) has three
layers.

The construct (6, 206) of claim 1, further comprising
a central handle region (142, 142’, 342, 342’) for
forming a handle (7, 207) in the carrier (5), wherein
each balance region (138, 138’, 338, 338’) of the
plurality of balance regions (138, 138’, 338, 338’) is
spaced apart from the central handle region (142,
142’, 342, 342’), and the central handle region (142,
142’, 342, 342’) and each of the balance regions
(138, 138’, 338, 338’) has an equal number of layers.

A blank (3, 203) for forming a construct (6, 206) for
forming a carrier (5) for holding a plurality of contain-
ers (C), the blank (3, 203) comprising:

a plurality of panels comprising at least a front
panel (15a, 215a), afirst side panel (17a), a sec-
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ond side panel (19a), and a central panel (41,
241);

at least a central flap (27a) disposed opposite
to the central panel (41, 241), wherein the carrier
(5) formed from the blank (3, 203) comprises an
interior (146) atleast partially divided into a front
portion (9, 209) and a back portion (11, 211) by
at least the central panel (41, 241) and the cen-
tral flap (27a);

a plurality of balance features (135a, 135b,
136a, 136b, 335a, 335b, 336a, 336b) for forming
a plurality of balance regions (138, 138, 338,
338’) that are distributed in the construct (6, 206)
formed from the blank (3, 203) for stacking the
construct (6, 206) evenly with other constructs
(6, 206) when the construct (6, 206) is formed
from the blank (3, 203).

The blank (3, 203) of claim 12, wherein the plurality
of balance features (135a, 135b, 136a, 136b, 3353,
335b, 336a, 336b) comprises a balance flap (135a,
136a, 335a, 336a) foldably connected to one of the
first side panel (17a), the second side panel (19a),
the central panel (41, 241), and the central flap (27a).

The blank (3, 203) of claim 13, wherein the balance
flap (135a, 136a, 335a, 336a) and the one of the first
side panel (17a), the second side panel (19a), the
central panel (41, 241), and the central flap (27a) are
for being at least partially overlapped in the construct
(6, 206) formed from the blank (3, 203).

The blank (3) of claim 12, wherein the plurality of
balance features (135a, 135b, 136a, 136b) compris-
es a first balance flap (135a) foldably connected to
the first side panel (17a) and a second balance flap
(136a) foldably connected to the second side panel
(19a) along respective lateral fold lines (137a).

The blank (3) of claim 15, wherein:

the first side panel (17a) is a front first side panel
(17a) and the second side panel (19a) is a front
second side panel (19a);

the blank (3) further comprises a back first side
panel (17b) and a back second side panel (19b);
and

the plurality of balance features (135a, 135b,
136a, 136b) comprises a third balance flap
(135b) foldably connected to the back first side
panel (17b) and a fourth balance flap (136b) fold-
ably connected to the back second side panel
(19b) along respective lateral fold lines (137b).

The blank (203) of claim 12, wherein the plurality of
balance features (335a, 335b, 336a, 336b) compris-
es a first balance flap (335a) foldably connected to
the central flap (27a) and a second balance flap
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(336a) foldably connected to the central panel (241)
along respective longitudinal fold lines (337a).

The blank (203) of claim 17, wherein:

the central flap (27a) is a front central flap (27a)
and the central panel (241) is a front central pan-
el (241);

the blank (203) further comprises a back central
flap (27b) and a back central panel (269); and
the plurality of balance features (335a, 335b,
336a, 336b) comprises a third balance flap
(335b) foldably connected to the back central
flap (27b) and a fourth balance flap (336b) fold-
ably connected to the back central panel (269)
along respective longitudinal fold lines (337b).

The blank (3, 203) of claim 12, further comprising
handle features for forming a handle (7, 207) in the
carrier (5), the handle features comprising at least a
handle panel (14, 214) and a handle reinforcement
panel (16, 216) that are for being at least partially
overlapped to at least partially form a central handle
region (142, 142’, 342, 342’) in the construct (6, 206)
formed from the blank (3, 203), the plurality of bal-
ance regions (138, 138’, 338, 338’) being spaced
apart from the central handle region (142, 142, 342,
342’) when the construct (6, 206) is formed from the
blank (3, 203).

The blank (3, 203) of claim 19, wherein the plurality
of balance features (135a, 135b, 136a, 136b, 335a,
335b, 336a, 336b) comprises a first balance flap
(135a, 335a) for being at least partially in face-to-
face contact with at least one of the front panel (15a,
215a), the first side panel (17a), and the central flap
(27a) when the construct (6, 206) is formed from the
blank (3, 203) and a second balance flap (136a,
336a) for being at least partially in face-to-face con-
tact with at least one of the second side panel (19a)
and the central panel (41, 241) when the construct
(6, 206) is formed from the blank (3, 203).

The blank (3, 203) of claim 12, further comprising
handle features that are for being at least partially
overlapped to at least partially form a central handle
region (142, 142’, 342, 342’) in the construct (6, 206)
formed from the blank (3, 203), wherein the plurality
of balance features (135a, 135b, 136a, 136b, 335a,
335b, 336a, 336b) are spaced apart from the handle
features.

A method of forming a construct (6, 206) comprising
a partially formed carrier, wherein the construct (6,
206) is for forming a carrier (5) for holding a plurality
of containers (C), the method comprising:

obtaining a blank (3, 203) comprising a plurality
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of panels comprising at least a front panel (15a,
215a), a first side panel (17a), a second side
panel (19a), and a central panel (41, 241), at
least a central flap (27a) disposed opposite to
the central panel (41, 241), and a plurality of
balance features (135a, 135b, 136a, 136b,
335a, 335b, 336a, 336b); and

folding at least a portion of the blank (3, 203) to
form the construct (6, 206), the folding at least
a portion of the blank (3, 203) comprising form-
ing the plurality of balance features (135a, 135b,
136a, 136b, 335a, 335b, 336a, 336b) into a plu-
rality of balance regions (138, 138’, 338, 338’)
distributed in the construct (6, 206) for stacking
the construct (6, 206) evenly with other con-
structs (6, 206);

wherein the carrier (5) formed from the construct
(6, 206) comprises an interior (146) at least par-
tially divided into a front portion (9, 209) and a
back portion (11, 211) by atleast the central pan-
el (41, 241) and the central flap (27a).

The method of claim 22, wherein the plurality of bal-
ance features (135a, 135b, 136a, 136b, 335a, 335b,
336a, 336b) comprises a balance flap (135a, 136a,
335a, 336a) foldably connected to one of the first
side panel (17a), the second side panel (19a), the
central panel (41, 241), and the central flap (27a),
and the forming the plurality of balance features
(135a, 135b, 136a, 136b, 335a, 335b, 336a, 336b)
into the plurality of balance regions (138, 138’, 338,
338’) comprises at least partially overlapping the bal-
ance flap (135a, 136a, 335a, 336a) and the one of
the first side panel (17a), the second side panel
(19a), the central panel (41, 241), and the central
flap (27a).

The method of claim 22, wherein the blank (3, 203)
further comprises at least a handle panel (14, 214)
and a handle reinforcement panel (16, 216), and the
folding at least a portion of the blank (3, 203) com-
prises at least partially overlapping the handle panel
(14, 214) and the handle reinforcement panel (16,
216) to at least partially form a central handle region
(142, 142’, 342, 342’) in the construct (6, 206), the
plurality of balance regions (138, 138’, 338, 338’)
being spaced apart from the central handle region
(142, 142', 342, 342’).

The method of claim 24, wherein the forming the
plurality of balance features (135a, 135b, 136a,
136b, 335a, 335b, 336a, 336b) into the plurality of
balance regions (138, 138’, 338, 338’) comprises po-
sitioning a first balance flap (135a, 335a) to be at
least partially in face-to-face contact with at least one
of the front panel (15a, 215a), the first side panel
(17a), and the central flap (27a) and positioning a
second balance flap (136a, 336a) to be at least par-
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tially in face-to-face contact with at least one of the
second side panel (19a) and the central panel (41,
241).

26. The method of claim 24, wherein:

the folding at least a portion of the blank (3, 203)
comprises positioning at least a portion of at
least one of the central panel (41, 241) and the
central flap (27a) in an at least partially overlap-
ping relationship with the handle panel (14, 214)
and the handle reinforcement flap (16, 216) in
the central handle region (142, 142’, 342, 342’)
so that the central handle region (142,142’, 342,
342’) has three layers; and

the forming the plurality of balance features
(135a, 135b, 136a, 136b, 335a, 335b, 3364,
336b) into the plurality of balance regions (138,
138’, 338, 338’) comprises positioning a first bal-
ance flap (135a, 335a) in an at least partially
overlapping relationship with the front panel
(15a, 215a) and atleast one of the first side panel
(17a) and the central flap (27a) and positioning
asecond balance flap (136a, 336a) in an at least
partially overlapping relationship with each of
the second side panel (19a) and the central pan-
el (41, 241) so that each balance region (138,
138’, 338, 338’) of the plurality of balance re-
gions (138, 138’, 338, 338’) has three layers.

27. The method of claim 22, further comprising forming

a central handle region (142, 142’, 342, 342’) in the
construct (6, 206) for forming a handle (7, 207) in
the carrier (5), wherein each balance region (138,
138’, 338, 338’) of the plurality of balance regions
(138,138,338, 338’) is spaced apartfrom the central
handle region (142, 142’, 342, 342’), and the central
handle region (142, 142’, 342, 342’) and each of the
balance regions (138, 138’, 338, 338’) has an equal
number of layers.
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