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(54) PELT-RETAINING DEVICE FOR RETAINING A PELT ON A PELT BOARD

(57) A pelt-retaining device (11) for retaining a
stretched tubular pelt on a pelt board (1) comprises:
- a first elongating element (12) having a first and an
opposite second longitudinally outer end portion (14;15),
and a second elongated element (13) having a first and
an opposite second longitudinally outer end portion
(14;15) and
- a first connecting arrangement (22) being configured
for connecting the first outer end portion of the first elon-
gated element (12) with an end portion of the second

elongated element (13), and a second connecting ar-
rangement (25) being configured for connecting the sec-
ond outer end portion of the first elongated element (12)
with an end portion of the second elongated element (13),
- wherein the first and second elongated elements
(12;13) are elastically bendable to allow bending of the
elongated elements to bring the inner surfaces thereof
into retaining engagement with the outer side of the pelt
and the inner surface of the pelt into retaining engage-
ment with the outer sides (2,3) of the pelt board (1).



EP 3 540 079 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a retaining de-
vice and a method for, after stretching and during drying,
retaining a stretched tubular pelt, such as a mink pelt
having an inner pelt side and an outer pelt side to a pre-
determined transversely circumferential section of a pelt
board having a first major side and opposite second major
side and a first lateral side and an opposite second lateral
side.
[0002] After skinning and scraping of the flesh side of
pelts, such as mink pelts, the pelt is mounted on a pelt
board and longitudinally stretched and thereafter fixed or
retained to the pelt board in order to maintain the in-
creased the length of the pelt during drying of the pelt.
Frequently, a bag or sleeve of a fat-absorbing material,
such as paper, is arranged on the pelt board prior to
mounting and stretching the pelt on the pelt board.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] A traditional pelt board is a flat board of wood
or a similar suitable material having parallel first and sec-
ond major sides and lateral sides which are essentially
parallel at the lower part of the pelt board and taper in-
wardly at the upper part of the pelt board. The pelt is in
the stretched state fixed to the pelt board by means of
staples at the lower end or tail end of the pelt.
[0004] Today, most pelt boards have convex major
sides provided with openings and are additionally circum-
ferentially expandable, thereby allowing an easier re-
moval of the pelt from the pelt board after drying.
[0005] Different retaining or fixing methods and means
have been proposed for retaining the pelt to the above
pelt boards after stretching of the pelt.
[0006] EP 1 285 094 B1 discloses a method where a
sleeve with a shape corresponding to the pelt board with
the pelt mounted and stretched is drawn down over the
pelt into tight contact with the fur side of the pelt for fixing
the pelt to the pelt board.
[0007] EP 1 723 262 B1 discloses a method where the
pelt is secured to the pelt board by winding the lower end
of the pelt with a winding material, such as band, after
stretching of the pelt.
[0008] EP 3 034 630 A1 discloses a fixing device for
surrounding and fixing a pelt to a pelt board after stretch-
ing of the pelt comprising a radially inner expandable part
partially surrounded by an outer fixed part, the expanded
part including at least one filler neck allowing for filling
the expandable part for fixing the pelt to the pelt board.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The strongest part of a pelt is the central longi-
tudinal part of the back of the pelt body and the tail being
an extension of said central longitudinal part. The central

longitudinal part of the back of the pelt body can therefore
be subjected to higher stretching stress than the rest of
the pelt, especially than the lower belly portion of the pelt.
A higher fixation stress is therefore in general needed for
maintaining the central part of the pelt in the stretched
position during drying than for the rest of the pelt. This is
especially the case when pelts including the central lon-
gitudinal back part are highly stretched for obtaining the
optimal length of the pelt.
[0010] The object of the present invention is to provide
a retaining device allowing for a reliable fixation of the
pelt to the pelt board, especially a reliable fixation of the
central longitudinal part of the back of the pelt during
drying after stretching.
[0011] A further object of the present invention is to
provide a retaining device allowing for providing the fix-
ation stress of the pelt towards the pelt board that is higher
at the central longitudinal part of at least one of the major
sides of the pelt board, said major side being the side of
the pelt board on which the back portion of the pelt is to
be mounted.
[0012] An additional object of the present invention is
to provide a retaining device allowing for adjusting the
force or stress by which the pelts are pressed against
the pelt board.
[0013] A further object of the present invention is to
provide a retaining device useable over a length of the
pelt board over which the length of the circumference of
the pelt board varies.
[0014] An additional object of the present invention is
to provide a reusable retaining device.
[0015] The present invention provides a pelt-retaining
device for surrounding and retaining a stretched tubular
pelt having an outer and an inner pelt side to a predeter-
mined transversely circumferential section of a pelt board
having a first major side and an opposite second major
side, and a first lateral side and an opposite second lateral
side, comprising:

- a first elongating element and a second elongated
element, each having a length, a width and a thick-
ness

- the first elongated element having a first longitudi-
nally outer end portion and a second longitudinally
outer end portion and an inner surface and an op-
posite outer surface, and

- the second elongated element having a first longitu-
dinally outer end portion and a second longitudinally
outer end portion and an inner surface and an op-
posite outer surface,

- the first and second elongated elements each having
a longitudinal length allowing the end portions there-
of to extend beyond the first and second lateral side,
respectively, of the pelt board in a predetermined
lateral section of the pelt board, and
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- a first connecting arrangement and a second con-
necting arrangement

- the first connecting arrangement being configured
for connecting the first outer end portion of the first
elongated element with the first or second outer end
portion of the second elongated element, and

- the second connecting arrangement being config-
ured for connecting the second outer end portion of
the first elongated element with the first or second
outer end portion of the second elongated element,

wherein the first and second elongated elements are
elastically bendable to allow bending of the elongated
elements when the elongated elements are arranged op-
posite each other on respective sides of the pelt and the
opposite end portions of the first elongated element are
moved towards the adjacent opposite end portions of the
second elongated element and thereby bringing the inner
surface of the first elongating element into retaining en-
gagement with the outer side of the pelt, and the inner
surface of the second elongated element into retaining
engagement with the outer side of the pelt, and the inner
surface of the pelt into retaining engagement with the
first and second major side of the pelt board.
[0016] The inner surfaces of the first and second elon-
gated elements are preferably provided with such a
shape relative to the shape of the first and second major
surfaces of the pelt board type for which they are to be
used that, when they are bend and their opposite end
surfaces is moved towards each other, the central por-
tions of the elongated elements are first brought into en-
gagement with the pelt part at the longitudinally central
part of the major sides of the pelt board and thereby also
the longitudinally central part of the back part of the pelt.
As a result, the longitudinally central part of the back of
the pelt is pressed harder against the pelt board than
more lateral parts of the pelt, and an optimal fixation or
securing of the pelt to the pelt board is thereby obtained.
[0017] For the presently most common used pelt
boards having convex major surfaces, the inner surface
of the elongated elements can be generally planar or
convex. However, in this case, the inner surface of the
elongated elements can also have a generally concave
curvature with a radius of curvature larger than the radius
of curvature of the pelt board in the predetermined trans-
verse section of the pelt board.
[0018] For the traditional pelt boards of wood or similar
material, it is advantageous that the inner surface of the
elongated elements has a generally convex curvature.
Thereby, the elongated elements press the pelt harder
against the longitudinally central part of the pelt board
than against the more lateral parts of the pelt board.
[0019] The inner and outer surface of each longitudinal
element can be generally parallel.
[0020] According to the invention, the elongated ele-
ments of the pelt-retaining device can advantageously

have the shape of a strip with rectangular cross-section.
[0021] The length of the elongated elements is prefer-
ably considerably longer than the width thereof, and the
width of the elongated elements can be greater than the
thickness thereof.
[0022] Additionally, according to the invention, the in-
ner surface or the elongated elements can have a texture
comprising a plurality of protrusions, such as a plurality
of linear or punctual protrusions. Thereby, an improved
grip is obtained between the elongated elements and pelt
and pelt and pelt board.
[0023] The texture of the inner surface of the elongated
elements can comprise a plurality of hemispherical pro-
trusions.
[0024] Further, according to the invention the elongat-
ed elements can be formed of a polymeric material having
a relatively high rigidity, strength, and hardness, e.g.
polyoxymethylene (POM).
[0025] The elongated elements can be formed by in-
jection moulding.
[0026] The elongated elements can also be formed of
or comprise an elongated element of spring steel or an-
other springy material.
[0027] Furthermore, according to the invention, the
elongated elements can be provided with a coating form-
ing the inner surface thereof, the coating being of a rel-
atively soft polymeric material or rubber material being
softer than other parts of the elongated elements.
[0028] The elongated elements can be provided with
a softer coating by two-component injection moulding or
by the softer coating being connected to or supplied to a
separately formed elongated element.
[0029] The soft material provides for an improvement
of the grip between the elongated elements and the pelt,
and also between the pelt and the pelt board as the soft
material can adapt to the surface structure of the major
sides of the pelt board.
[0030] According to a first example of the present in-
vention, the first connecting arrangement comprises a
first tie configured to be wound around the first outer end
portion of the first elongated element and one of the outer
end portions of the second elongated element and tight-
ened, and the second connecting arrangement compris-
es a second tie configured to be wound around the sec-
ond outer end portion of the first elongated element and
the other one of outer end portions of the second elon-
gated element and tightened, the outer end portions of
each of the elongated elements being optionally provided
with positioning means, such as a recess or a protrusion,
in order to control the position of the tie.
[0031] When the desired pressure of the elongated el-
ements against the pelt is obtained, the first and second
ties are locked to maintain the elongated element in the
bend shape providing the desired pressure of the elon-
gated elements against the pelt. The desired pressure is
maintained until the ties are removed, e.g. by being cut
after drying of the pelt.
[0032] The positioning means can e.g. be provided in
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the outer surface of the elongated elements.
[0033] The tie can be a binding wire, a tying wire, a
cable tie, a zip tie etc. of metal or a polymeric material.
[0034] Further, according to a second example of the
present invention, each connecting arrangement com-
prises a guide means provided in each outer end portion
of each longitudinal element, such as a transverse
groove or a transverse bore, and a U-shaped item having
two essentially parallel legs configured and shaped to be
preferably releasably received in respective guide means
in the outer end portions of two adjacent longitudinal el-
ements.
[0035] In the bent state of the elongated elements
against the pelt, the legs of the U-shaped item are brought
into engagement with respective guide means in the out-
er end portion of the respective elongated element.
Thereby, the pressure of the elongated elements against
the pelt is maintained until the U-shaped connecting part
is disengaged after drying of the pelt.
[0036] Additionally, according to a third example of the
present invention, each connecting arrangement com-
prises a primary connecting part comprising at least one
first engagement means, optionally several consecutive-
ly arranged first engagement means, and a secondary
connecting part comprising a second engagement
means configured to preferably releasably engage the
at least one first engagement means, the primary con-
necting part being integrated with the first end portion of
the first elongated element, and the secondary connect-
ing part being integrated with the first or second outer
end portion of the second elongated element.
[0037] In the desired bend state of the elongated ele-
ments, the primary connection part and the secondary
part of the first connection arrangement are brought into
engagement, and the primary connection part and the
secondary part of the second connection arrangement
are brought into engagement. Thereby, the desired pres-
sure of the elongated elements against the pelt on the
pelt board is obtained and can be maintained until the
pelt has been dried. By providing the primary connecting
part of each connecting arrangement with several con-
secutively arranged first engagement means, the desired
pressure of the elongated elements against the pelt on
the pelt board can be obtained over a desired length of
the pelt board with varying width.
[0038] In the above mentioned third example of the
present invention, the first elongated element can com-
prise a second primary connecting part with at least one
first engagement means being integrated with the second
outer end portion of the first elongated element, and the
second elongated element can comprise a secondary
connecting part with a second engagement means being
integrated with the first end portion of the second elon-
gated element and a secondary connecting part with a
second engagement means being integrated with sec-
ond outer end portion of the second elongated element.
[0039] Thereby, the first elongated element is provided
with a primary connection part at each outer end portion,

and the second outer connection element is provided with
a secondary connection part at each outer end portion.
[0040] Alternatively, in the above-mentioned third ex-
ample of the present invention, the first elongated ele-
ment can comprise a secondary connecting part with a
second engagement means being integrated with the
second outer end portion of the first elongated element,
and the second elongated element can comprise a sec-
ondary connecting part with a second engagement
means being integrated with the first outer end portion
of the second elongated element and a primary connect-
ing part with at least one first engagement means and
being integrated with the second outer end portion of the
second elongated element.
[0041] In the above case, the first and second elongat-
ed elements can advantageously be identical.
[0042] In the above-mentioned example of the inven-
tion, the primary and secondary connection parts can
advantageously be integrally formed with the respective
outer end portions of the respective first and second elon-
gated element.
[0043] In the above-mentioned example according to
any of the claims 8 to 10 of the present invention, a pri-
mary and a second primary connecting part with at least
one first connection means can be a ratchet bar or tie
with at least one tooth and preferably several consecutive
teeth, and the secondary connecting part comprising a
second engagement means can be a pawl configured to
preferably releasably engage the at least one tooth.
[0044] In other words, each connecting arrangement
can comprise a ratchet mechanism comprising a ratchet
bar or tie provided with at least one tooth, preferably sev-
eral consecutively arranged teeth, each having a ramp
face followed by a vertical face, and a pawl means con-
figured to ride up along the ramp face and drop down
behind the vertical face, the ratchet bar or tie being inte-
grated with the first end portion of the first elongated el-
ement, and the pawl means being integrated with the first
or second outer end portion of the second elongated el-
ement.
[0045] The pawl means of the ratchet mechanism can
be arranged at an inner wall of a through-going opening
of an outer end portion of the elongated element in ques-
tion in a way similar to that known from cable ties.
[0046] The first elongated element can comprise a sec-
ond ratchet bar or tie being integrated with the second
outer end portion of the first elongated element, and the
second elongated element can comprise a pawl means
being integrated with the first outer end portion of the
second elongated element, and a pawl means being in-
tegrated with the second outer end portion of the second
elongated element.
[0047] Alternatively, the first elongated element can
comprise a pawl means being integrated with the second
outer end portion of the first elongated element, and the
second elongated element can comprise a pawl means
being integrated with the first outer end portion of the
second elongated element, and a ratchet bar or tie being
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integrated with the second outer end portion of the sec-
ond elongated element.
[0048] In the above case, the first and second elongat-
ed elements can advantageously be identical.
[0049] The ties and pall means can be integrally
formed with the respective outer end portions of the re-
spective first and second elongated elements.
[0050] In the above-mentioned third example accord-
ing to any of the claims 8 to 10 of the present invention,
a primary and a second primary connecting part with at
least one first connection means can be a band or tie
with at least one and preferably several consecutive
holes, and a secondary connecting part comprising a
second engagement means can be a stud or button con-
figured to preferably releasably engage the at least one
hole.
[0051] It should be noted that a primary connecting part
with at least one first connection means can also be a
band or tie with at least one and preferably several con-
secutive studs or buttons, and a secondary connecting
part comprising a second engagement means can be a
hole configured to preferably releasably engage the at
least one stud or button.
[0052] In other words, each connecting arrangement
can comprise a band or tie provided with at least one
hole, preferably several consecutive arranged holes, and
a stud or button configured to be releasably received in
the at least one hole, the band or tie being integrated with
the first end portion of the first elongated element, and
the stud or button being integrated with the first or second
end of the outer end portion of the second elongated
element.
[0053] The first elongated element can comprise a sec-
ond band or tie being integrated with the second outer
end portion of the first elongated element, and the second
elongated element can comprise a stud or button being
integrated with the first outer end portion of the second
elongated element, and a stud or button being integrated
with the second outer end of the second elongated ele-
ment.
[0054] Alternatively, the first elongated element can
comprise a stud or button being integrated with the sec-
ond outer end portion of the first elongated element, and
the second elongated element can comprise a stud or
button being integrated with the first outer end portion of
the second elongated element, and a band or tie being
integrated with the second outer end portion of the sec-
ond elongated element.
[0055] In the above case, the first and second elongat-
ed elements can advantageously be identical.
[0056] The ties and studs can be integrally formed with
the respective outer end portions of the respective first
and second elongated element.
[0057] In the above-mentioned third example accord-
ing to any of the claims 8 to 10 of the present invention,
a primary and a second primary connecting part with at
least one first connection means can be a band or tie
with at least one and preferably several consecutive

hooks, and a secondary connecting part comprising a
second engagement means can be an eye configured to
be preferably releasably engaged by the at least one
hook.
[0058] It should be noted that a primary connecting part
with at least one first connection means can also be a
band or tie with at least one and preferably several con-
secutive eyes, and a secondary connecting part compris-
ing a second engagement means can be a hook config-
ured to preferably releasably engage the at least one eye.
[0059] In other words, each connecting arrangement
can comprise a tie or band provided at least one hook,
preferably several consecutive arranged hooks, and an
eye configured to be releasably engaged by the at least
one hook, the hook being integrated with the first end
portion of the first elongated element, and the eye being
integrated with the first or second end of the outer end
portion of the second elongated element.
[0060] The first elongated element can comprise a sec-
ond tie or band provided with at least one hook, preferably
several consecutive arranged hooks, and being integrat-
ed with the second outer end portion of the first elongated
element, and the second elongated element can com-
prise an eye being integrated with the first outer end por-
tion of the second elongated element and an eye being
integrated with the second outer end of the second elon-
gated element.
[0061] Alternatively, the first elongated element can
comprise an eye being integrated with the second outer
end portion of the first elongated element, and the second
elongated element can comprise an eye being integrated
with the first outer end portion of the second elongated
element and a tie or band provided with at least one hook,
preferably several consecutive arranged hooks, and be-
ing integrated with the second outer end portion of the
second elongated element.
[0062] In the above case, the first and second elongat-
ed elements can advantageously be identical.
[0063] The ties and eyes can be integrally formed with
the respective outer end portions of the respective first
and second elongated element.
[0064] Further, the present invention provides a meth-
od for retaining a stretched tubular pelt having an outer
and an inner pelt side on a predetermined transversely
circumferential section of a pelt board having a first major
side and an opposite second major side and a first lateral
side and an opposite second lateral side, comprising:

- arranging the tubular pelt on the pelt board with the
inner pelt side being the flesh side facing the first
and the second major side of the pelt board, and the
outer pelt side being the fur side facing outwardly,

- providing a first elastically bendable elongated ele-
ment and a second elastically bendable elongated
element,

- the first elongated element having a first longitudi-
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nally outer end portion and a second longitudinally
outer end portion and an inner surface and an op-
posite outer surface, and

- the second elongated element having a first longitu-
dinally outer end portion and a second longitudinally
outer end portion and an inner surface and an op-
posite outer surface,

- the first and second elongated element each having
a longitudinal length allowing the end portions there-
of to extend beyond the first and second lateral side,
respectively, of the pelt board in a predetermined
lateral section of the pelt board,

- arranging the elongated elements opposite each
other on respective sides of the pelt at the predeter-
mined transversely circumferential section of a pelt
board,

- moving the opposite end portions of the first elon-
gated element transversely towards the adjacent op-
posite end portions of the second elongated element
and thereby bending the elastically bendable elon-
gated elements and bringing the inner surface of the
first elongating element into retaining engagement
with the outer side of the pelt and the inner surface
of the second elongated element into retaining en-
gagement with the outer side of the pelt and the inner
surface of the pelt into retaining engagement with
the first and second major side of the pelt board,

- interconnecting the transversely adjacent opposite
end portions of the first and second elongated ele-
ments by means of a first and a second connecting
arrangement to maintain the retaining engagement
between the inner surfaces of the elongated ele-
ments and the outer pelt side and to maintain the
retaining engagement between the inner pelt side
and the first and second major side of the pelt board.

[0065] Finally, the present invention relates to the use
of a pelt-retaining device according to the present inven-
tion for carrying out the method according to the present
invention

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0066] Embodiments of the invention will be described
in more detail in the following with regard to the accom-
panying figures. The figures show one way of implement-
ing the present invention and are not to be construed as
being limiting to other possible embodiments falling with-
in the scope of the attached claim set.

Fig. 1 illustrates in a schematically perspective view
a reusable pelt board having opposite convex major
sides and on which pelt board, a tubular pelt has

been mounted and longitudinally stretched, and be-
ing at its lower end retained or secured to the pelt
board by means of a first example of a pelt-retaining
device according to the invention,

Fig. 2a schematically illustrates a cross-sectional
view of Fig. 1, the pelt having been omitted for illus-
trative purposes, and the pelt-retaining device not
yet having been brought into retaining engagement
with the pelt,

Fig. 2b schematically illustrates a cross-sectional
view similar to that of Fig. 2a, but where the pelt-
retaining device has been brought into a position
where the omitted pelt is retained to the pelt board,

Fig. 3a is a schematically cross-sectional view cor-
responding to that of Fig. 2a, but where the pelt board
is a traditional pelt of e.g. wood having a rectangular
cross section, and where the pelt-retaining device
has not yet been brought into engagement with the
omitted pelt on the pelt board,

Fig 3b schematically illustrates a cross-sectional
view similar to that of Fig. 3a, but where the pelt-
retaining device has been brought into a position
where the omitted pelt is retained to the pelt board,

Fig.4 is a schematically perspective view of the con-
nection arrangement shown in Fig. 1 to 3 between
adjacent outer end portions of the elongated element
of the first embodiment of the pelt-retaining device
according to the invention, the connection arrange-
ment comprising a binding or tying wire of metal be-
ing wound around the outer end portions of the ad-
jacent outer end portions and locked by being twist-
ed,

Fig. 5 is a schematically perspective view corre-
sponding to that of Fig. 4, but where the tie is a cable
or zip tie instead of a binding or tying wire.

Fig. 6a is a schematically perspective view of the
connection arrangement of a second example pf a
reusable pelt-retaining device according to the
present invention, adjacent outer end portions of
elongated elements of the pelt-retaining device hav-
ing not yet been connected,

Fig. 6b is a schematically perspective view of the
connection arrangement shown in Fig. 6a, but where
the adjacent outer end portions of elongated ele-
ments of the pelt-retaining device having have been
connected by means of a U-shaped item,

Fig. 7a is a schematically perspective view of the
connection arrangement of a third example of a re-
usable pelt-retaining device according to the present
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invention, adjacent outer end portions of elongated
elements of the pelt-retaining device having not yet
been connected, the connection arrangement being
a ratchet mechanism comprising a ratchet bar with
a single tooth at the outer end portion of one of two
adjacent end portions, and the other end portion
comprises a pawl mean, the tooth and the pawl
means not yet being in mutual engagement,

Fig. 7b is a schematically perspective view of the
connection arrangement shown in Fig. 7a, but where
the tooth of the ratchet bar and the tooth of pawl
means have been brought into mutual engagement,

Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view of a pelt board and
a third embodiment of a reusable pelt-retaining de-
vice according to the invention, the connecting ar-
rangement thereof being an improved modification
of the connection arrangement shown in Fig. 7a and
Fig. 7b. as the ratchet bar comprises several con-
secutive teeth, the ratchet bars having not yet been
brought into engagement with the respective adja-
cent pawl means,

Fig. 9 is a schematically perspective view corre-
sponding to Fig. 8, but where a tooth of the ratchet
bar and a tooth of the pawl means have been brought
into mutual engagement and the elongated elements
pressed against the not shown pelt and the pelt
thereby being pressed against the pelt board and
thereby retained to the pelt board, and

Fig. 10 illustrates in a schematically perspective view
of the situation illustrated in Fig. 9, but where it is
shown that the pelt-retaining device according to the
invention surrounds the lower end of the pelt and
presses the lower end of the pelt towards the pelt
board and thereby retains or secures the pelt to the
pelt board.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0067] Fig. 1 discloses a section of a pelt board 1 hav-
ing a first major side 2 and an opposed second major
side 3 and additionally a first lateral side 4 and an opposite
second lateral side 5. The first major side 2 and the sec-
ond major side 3 are convex in a cross-sectional view as
is more clearly shown in Fig. 2a and Fig. 2b.
[0068] A tubular mink pelt 6 is mounted and longitudi-
nally stretched on the pelt board 1. The pelt 6 has an
inner pelt side 7 being the flesh side, and an outer pelt
side 8 being the fur side. The outer pelt side shown in
Fig. 1 is the back 9 of the pelt 6, and the central longitu-
dinal part of back 9 continues into the tail 10 and is the
strongest part of the pelt.
[0069] The pelt 6 is retained, i.e. secured, to the pelt
board by means of a first example of a pelt-retaining de-
vice 11 according to the present invention. The pelt-re-

taining device 11 comprises a first elongated element 13
and a second elongated element 12. The first and second
elongated elements are identical and each has the gen-
eral shape of an elongated strip with rectangular cross-
section and a length, a width, and a thickness. Each elon-
gated element 12,13 has a length allowing the elongated
element to extend beyond each of the lateral sides of the
belt board over a certain length thereof when arranged
transversely of the pelt board, so that the elongated el-
ements and thereby the pelt-retaining device can be used
to fix essentially any pelt size intended to be stretched
and dried on the pelt board in question. Each elongated
element 12,13 is made of a first polymeric material having
a relatively high rigidity, strength, and hardness, such as
e.g. polyoxymethylene (POM), forming the outer surface
16 of the elongated element and a softer polymeric ma-
terial or rubber material forming the inner surface 17 of
the elongated element. The inner surface has a texture
of comprising a plurality of protrusions being hemispher-
ical protrusions 18 as most clearly shown in Fig 2a. Ad-
ditionally, each elongated element 12,13 has a first lon-
gitudinally outer end portion 14 and a second longitudi-
nally outer end portion 15. A cylindrical formation 19 is
formed at each outer end portion of each elongated ele-
ment at the outer surface 16 of the elongated element
12,13. The cylindrical formations 19 extend in the direc-
tion of the width of the elongated elements and are each
provided with a through-going bore 20. A groove 21 is
formed between each cylindrical formation and the ad-
jacent outer surface 16 of elongated element 12,13.
[0070] As disclosed in Fig. 1 and as it appears by com-
paring Fig. 2a and Fig. 2b, the elongated elements 12,
13 are elastically bendable 12, 13 to allow them to be
bent when they are arranged transversely of the pelt
board 1 and opposite each other on respective sides of
the pelt board, and the end potions 14, 15 of the first
elongated element 12 are moved towards the end por-
tions 14, 15 of the second elongated element 13. By this
bending of the elongated elements 12, 13, the inner sur-
face 17 of the first elongated element 12 is brought into
retaining engagement with the outer surface of the pelt
portion arranged on the first major side 2 of the pelt board
1, and the inner surface 17 of the second elongated el-
ement 13 is brought into retaining engagement with the
outer surface of the pelt portion arranged on the second
major surface 3 of the pelt board 1. Additionally, by the
above bending of the elongated elements, the elongated
elements apply a pressure on the pelt to press the pelt
into retaining engagement with the outer surface of the
pelt board.
[0071] The pressure applied to the pelt when the elon-
gated elements 12, 13 are bent over the convex major
sides 1, 2 of the pelt board 1 is highest at the longitudinally
central portion of said sides and decreases towards the
lateral sides 4, 5 of the pelt board 1. This effect is advan-
tageous in that the longitudinally central portion of the
back of the pelt is the strongest part, and this portion of
the back of the pelt is subjected to the highest pressure
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towards the pelt board.
[0072] Additionally, the pelt-retaining device 11 com-
prises a first connecting arrangement 22 and a second
connecting arrangement 23. The first connecting ar-
rangement 22 is configured for connecting the first outer
end portion 14 of the first elongated element 12 with the
first outer or second outer end portion 14,15 of the second
elongated element 13. The second connecting arrange-
ment 23 is configured for connecting the second outer
end portion 15 of the first elongated element 12 with the
first or second outer end portion of the second elongated
element 13. The object of the connecting arrangements
is to maintain the elongated elements in the above-de-
scribed bent position after stretching of the pelt and dur-
ing drying of the pelt and thereby secure the pelt to the
pelt board.
[0073] In the first example of the invention shown in
Figs.1 and 2a and 2b and 4., the first connecting arrange-
ment 22 is a first tie 24 in the form of a metal binding wire
configured to be wound around the first outer end portion
14 of the first elongated element 12 and one of the end
portions of the second elongated element and tightened
and locked by twisting the outer ends of the tie to maintain
the elongated elements in the bend state, and the second
connection arrangement 23 is a second tie 25 in the form
of a metal binding wire configured to be wound around
the second outer end portion 15 of the first elongated
element 12 and the other one of the outer end portions
of the second elongated element 13 and tightened and
locked by twisting the outer ends of the tie to maintain
the elongated elements in the bend state.
[0074] Fig. 5 discloses that the first and second con-
nection arrangements could comprise a tie in the form of
a cable tie 26 instead of comprising a tie in the form of a
metal binding wire.
[0075] The above-described example of a pelt-retain-
ing device was configured for retaining pelts on pelt
boards having convex major sides. Below and by refer-
ence to Fig. 3a and 3b a modification of the above-de-
scribed pelt-retaining device is described. The modified
pelt-retaining device 11a is configured to retain pelts on
a traditional pelt board having a rectangular cross-section
and parallel major sides 2a, 3a. The modified retaining
device 11a only differs from the above-described pelt-
retaining device 11 in that the first and second elongated
elements 12a, 13a are not essentially straight but are
instead convex curved. In other words, the elongated el-
ements 12a, 13a of the modified pelt-retaining device
11a can be considered a convex bent version of the
above-described elongated elements. The suffix a has
therefore been added to the reference numerals of the
above-described example of the invention.
[0076] The elongated elements 12a og 13a of the mod-
ified pelt-retaining device 11a is shown in Fig 3a on op-
posite sides of the pelt board. 1a. The elongated ele-
ments are convexly curved such that the inner surface
17a has convex shape and the outer surface 16a a con-
cave shape. The inner surface is provided with hemi-

spherical protrusions 18a. Each elongated element 12a,
13a is at the first and the second longitudinally outer end
portion 14a, 15a provided with the cylindrical formation
19a provided with a through-going bore 20a.
[0077] Each of the first and the second connecting ar-
rangements 22a and 22b comprises a tie in the form of
a metal binding wire 24a, 25a.
[0078] After the elongated elements have been ar-
ranged on opposite sides of the pelt board as shown in
Fig. 3a, the adjacent outer end portions 14a, 15a of the
elongated elements 12a, 13a are moved towards each
other. Thereby, the elongated elements are straightened
to bring the inner surface 17 of each elongated element
into contact with the pelt of the fur and thereby bringing
the inner surface of the pelt into retaining engagement
with the first and the second major surface 2a, 3a of the
pelt board 1a, as shown in Fig. 3b. Due to the convex
shape of the pelt board, the central longitudinal portion
of the pelt board and the central longitudinal portion of
the back of the pelt is advantageously subjected to a
higher pressure towards the pelt board than the more
lateral portion of the pelt.
[0079] In the retaining or securing state of the elongat-
ed elements, the tie 24a, 26a of the first and second con-
necting arrangements 22a and 23a are wound around
the respective adjacent outer end portions 14a, 15a,
tightened and locked by twisting the outer ends of the tie
in the form of a binding wire as described above. The
stretched pelt secured to the pelt board is now ready for
drying.
[0080] Fig. 6a and 6b illustrate a second example of a
peltretaining device 116 according to the invention. The
first and second elongated elements 12, 13 are identical
to the first and second elongated elements described
above with reference to Figs. 1, 2a. 2b and 4. The second
example only differs from the first example in that the first
and second connection arrangements each is a U-
shaped connecting part 29 having two essentially parallel
legs 27, 28 configured and shaped to be inserted in the
respective one of the through-going bores 20 in the re-
spective one set of adjacent end portions of the elongated
elements 12,13 after the elongated elements have been
bent to a position where the pelt is secured to the pelt
board. The engagement of the legs 27of the U-shaped
connecting part in the bores 20 maintains the elongated
elements in the position where the pelt is secured to the
pelt board.
[0081] Figs. 7a and 7b disclose a schematically per-
spective view of the connection arrangement of a third
example of a pelt-retaining device according to the
present invention. The third example corresponds essen-
tially to the above-described first and second example
apart from the connecting arrangements for connecting
adjacent outer end portions of a first and a second elon-
gated element and apart from the structures or features
of said outer end portions of the first and second elon-
gated element of said elongated elements. The suffix b
has therefore been added to the reference numerals of
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the above-described example of the invention for identi-
fying identical or similar features or parts.
[0082] In the third example of the present invention,
the pelt-retaining device comprises a first elongated el-
ement 32 and a second elongated element 33. The elon-
gated elements 32 and 33 are only partly shown, but they
are identical. Each connecting arrangement of the pelt-
retaining device comprises a primary connecting part 34
and a secondary connecting part 35. The first outer end
portion 14b of each elongated element is provided with
the primary connection part 34 and the second outer end
portion 15b of each elongated element is provided with
the secondary connection part 35. The primary connec-
tion part 34 is a ratchet bar or tie 36 with a single tooth
37. The secondary connection part is a pawl 38 config-
ured to preferably releasably engage the tooth 37 e.g.
by riding up along the leading face of the tooth 37 and
drop down behind the trailing face of the tooth 37 of the
ratchet bar 36. As shown in Figs. 7a and 7b, the pawl 38
is provided on the outer wall 39 of a through-going open-
ing 40 at the outer end of the elongated element 32 in
question.
[0083] Similar to what has been previously described,
the ratchet tooth and the pawl of the adjacent outer end
portion of the elongated elements arranged on opposite
sides of the pelt board are brought into engagement after
the elongated elements have been moved into the state
where the pelt is secured to the pelt board. Thereafter,
the pelt on the pelt board can be dried.
[0084] Reference is now made to Figs. 8, 9 and 10
disclosing an improved and important modification of the
third example of the pelt-retaining device shown in Figs.
7a and 7b.
[0085] The modified pelt-retaining device comprises a
first elongated element 32c and a second elongated el-
ement 33c. The elongated elements 32c and 33c are
identical. Each connecting arrangement of the pelt-re-
taining device comprises a primary connecting part 34c
and a secondary connecting part 35c. The first outer end
portion 14c of each elongated element is provided with
the primary connection part 34c, and the second outer
end portion 15c of each elongated element is provided
with the secondary connection part 35c. The primary con-
nection part 34c is a ratchet bar or ratchet tie 36c with a
plurality of consecutively arranged teeth 37c. The sec-
ondary connection part is a pawl 38c configured to pref-
erably releasably engage a tooth 37c e.g. by riding up
along the leading face of the tooth 37c and drop down
behind the trailing face of the tooth 37c of the ratchet bar
or ratchet tie 36c. As most clearly seen in Fig. 10, the
pawl 38c is provided on the outer wall 39c of a through-
going opening 40c at the outer end of the elongated el-
ement 32c in question.
[0086] One of the advantages of a ratchet mechanism
having a ratchet bar or tie with a plurality of consecutively
arranged teeth is that such a ratchet mechanism allows
for adjusting the pressure applied to the pelt by the elon-
gated element, and further allows for obtaining the de-

sired pressure on the pelt over a desired length of the
pelt board so that the pelt-retaining device can be used
for at least essentially all the sizes of pelts for which the
pelt board is intended to be used.
[0087] With reference to Figs. 1, 2a og 2b, the method
according to the present invention is carried out as fol-
lows:

- arranging a tubular pelt 6 on the pelt board 1 with
the inner pelt side 7 being the flesh side facing the
first and the second major side 1,2 of the pelt board
1 and the outer pelt side 8 being the fur side facing
outwardly,

- providing a first elastically bendable elongated ele-
ment 12 and a second elastically bendable elongat-
ed element 13,

- longitudinally stretching the pelt 6 on the pelt board,

- arranging the elongated elements 12,13 opposite
each other on respective sides of the pelt at the pre-
determined transversely circumferential section of a
pelt board 1,

- moving the opposite end portions 14, 15 of the first
elongated element transversely towards the adja-
cent opposite end portions of the second elongated
element and thereby bending the elastically benda-
ble elongated elements 12,13 and bringing the inner
surface 17 of the first elongating element 12 into re-
taining engagement with the outer side 8 of the pelt
6 and the inner surface 17 of the second elongated
element 13 into retaining engagement with the outer
side 8 of the pelt 6 and the inner surface 7 of the pelt
6 into retaining engagement with the first and second
major side 2,3 of the pelt board 1.

- interconnecting the transversely adjacent opposite
end portions of the first and second elongated ele-
ment 12,13 by means of a first and a second con-
necting arrangement 22,23, which e.g. can be a met-
al binding tie, to maintain the retaining engagement
between the inner surfaces of the elongated ele-
ments 12,13 and the outer pelt side 7 and to maintain
the retaining engagement between the inner pelt
side 7 and the first and second major side 2,3 of the
pelt board 1.

List of reference numerals

[0088]

1, 1a,1c pelt board
2,2a first major side
3,3a second major side
4 first lateral side
5 second lateral side
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6,6c tubular pelt
7 inner pelt side
8 outer pelt side
9 back
10 tail
11, 11a,11b,11c pelt retaining device
12,12a first elongated element
13,13a second elongated element
14,14a,14b,14c first longitudinally outer end portion
15,15a,15b, 15c second longitudinally outer end por-

tion
16, 16a,16b,16c outer surface of elongated element
17,17a,17b,17c inner surface of elongated element
18,18a hemispherical protrusion
19,19a cylindrical formation
20,20a through-going bore
21,21a groove
22,22a first connecting device
23.23a second connecting device
24 first tie
25 second tie
26 cable tie
27,28 parallel legs
29 U-shaped part
30
31
32,32c first elongated element
33,33c second elongated element
34,34c primary connection part
35,35c secondary connection part
36, 36c ratchet bar or tie
37,37c tooth
38,38c pawl
39,39c outer wall
40,40c through-going opening

Claims

1. A pelt-retaining device for surrounding and retaining
a stretched tubular pelt having an outer and an inner
pelt side to a predetermined transversely circumfer-
ential section of a pelt board having a first major side
and an opposite second major side, and a first lateral
side and an opposite second lateral side, comprising:

- a first elongating element and a second elon-
gated element, each having a length, a width,
and a thickness
- the first elongated element having a first lon-
gitudinally outer end portion and a second lon-
gitudinally outer end portion and an inner sur-
face and an opposite outer surface, and
- the second elongated element having a first
longitudinally outer end portion and a second
longitudinally outer end portion and an inner sur-
face and an opposite outer surface,
- the first and second elongated element each

having a longitudinal length allowing the end
portions thereof to extend beyond the first and
second lateral side, respectively, of the pelt
board in a predetermined lateral section of the
pelt board, and
- a first connecting arrangement and a second
connecting arrangement,
- the first connecting arrangement being config-
ured for connecting the first outer end portion of
the first elongated element with the first or sec-
ond outer end portion of the second elongated
element, and
- the second connecting arrangement being
configured for connecting the second outer end
portion of the first elongated element with the
first or second outer end portion of the second
elongated element,

wherein the first and second elongated elements are
elastically bendable to allow bending of the elongat-
ed elements when the elongated elements are ar-
ranged opposite each other on respective sides of
the pelt, and the opposite end portions of the first
elongated element are moved towards the adjacent
opposite end portions of the second elongated ele-
ment and thereby bringing the inner surface of the
first elongating element into retaining engagement
with the outer side of the pelt, and the inner surface
of the second elongated element into retaining en-
gagement with the outer side of the pelt, and the
inner surface of the pelt into retaining engagement
with the first and second major side of the pelt board.

2. A pelt-retaining device according to claim 1, wherein
the elongated elements have the general shape of
a strip with rectangular cross-section.

3. A pelt-retaining device according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the inner surface or the elon-
gated elements has a texture comprising a plurality
of protrusions such as a plurality of linear or punctual
protrusions.

4. A pelt-retaining device according to any of the pre-
ceding claims and being formed of a polymeric ma-
terial having a relatively high rigidity, strength, and
hardness, e.g. polyoxymethylene (POM).

5. A pelt-retaining device according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the elongated elements are
provided with a coating forming the inner surface
thereof, the coating being of a relatively soft poly-
meric material or rubber material being softer than
other parts of the elongated elements.

6. A pelt-retaining device according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the first connecting arrange-
ment comprises a first tie configured to be wound
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around a first outer end portion of the first elongated
element and one of the outer end portions of the
second elongated element and tightened, and the
second connecting arrangement comprises a sec-
ond tie configured to be wound around the second
outer end portion of the first elongated element and
the other one of outer end portions of the second
elongated element and tightened, the outer end por-
tions of each of the elongated elements being op-
tionally provided with positioning means, such as a
recess or a protrusion, in order to control the position
of the tie.

7. A pelt-retaining device according to any of the pre-
ceding claims 1 to 5, wherein each connecting ar-
rangement comprises a guide means provided in the
outer end portion of each longitudinal element, such
as a transverse groove or a transverse bore, and a
U-shaped connecting part having two essentially
parallel legs configured and shaped to be preferably
releasable received in respective guide means in the
outer end portions of two adjacent longitudinal ele-
ments.

8. A pelt-retaining device according to any of the pre-
ceding claims 1 to 5, wherein each connecting ar-
rangement comprises a primary connecting part
comprising at least one first engagement means, op-
tionally several consecutively arranged first engage-
ment means, and a secondary connecting part com-
prising a second engagement means configured to
preferably releasably engage the at least one first
engagement means, the primary connecting part be-
ing integrated with the first end portion of the first
elongated element and the secondary connecting
part being integrated with the first or second outer
end portion of the second elongated element.

9. A pelt-retaining device according to claim 8, wherein
the first elongated element comprises a second pri-
mary connecting part with at least one first engage-
ment means being integrated with the second outer
end portion of the first elongated element, and the
second elongated element comprises a secondary
connecting part with a second engagement means
being integrated with the first end portion of the sec-
ond elongated element and a secondary connecting
part with a second engagement means being inte-
grated with second outer end portion of the second
elongated element.

10. A pelt-retaining device according to claim 8, wherein
the first elongated element comprises a secondary
connecting part with a second engagement means
being integrated with the second outer end portion
of the first elongated element, and the second elon-
gated element comprises a secondary connecting
part with a second engagement means being inte-

grated with the first outer end portion of the second
elongated element and a primary connecting part
with at least one first engagement means and being
integrated with the second outer end portion of the
second elongated element.

11. A pelt-retaining device according to any of the pre-
ceding claims 8 to 10, wherein a primary and a sec-
ond primary connecting part with at least one first
connection means is a ratchet bar or tie with at least
one tooth and preferably several consecutive teeth,
and a secondary connecting part comprising a sec-
ond engagement means is a pawl configured to pref-
erably releasably engage the at least one tooth.

12. A pelt-retaining device according to any of the pre-
ceding claims 8 to 10, wherein a primary and a sec-
ond primary connecting part with at least one first
connection means is a band or tie with at least one
and preferably several consecutive holes, and a sec-
ondary connecting part comprising a second en-
gagement means is a stud or button configured to
preferably releasably engage the at least one hole.

13. A pelt-retaining device according to any of the pre-
ceding claims 8 to 10, wherein a primary and a sec-
ond primary connecting part with at least one first
connection means is a band or tie with at least one
and preferably several consecutive hooks, and a
secondary connecting part comprising a second en-
gagement means is an eye configured to be prefer-
ably releasably engage the at least one hook.

14. A method for retaining a stretched tubular pelt having
an outer and an inner pelt side on a predetermined
transversely circumferential section of a pelt board
during drying, the pelt board having a first major side
and an opposite second major side and a first lateral
side and an opposite second lateral side, comprising:

- arranging the tubular pelt on the pelt board with
the inner pelt side being the flesh side facing the
first and the second major side of the pelt board,
and the outer pelt side being the fur side facing
outwardly,
- providing a first elastically bendable elongated
element and a second elastically bendable elon-
gated element,
- the first elongated element having a first lon-
gitudinally outer end portion and a second lon-
gitudinally outer end portion, and an inner sur-
face and an opposite outer surface, and
- the second elongated element having a first
longitudinally outer end portion and a second
longitudinally outer end portion, and an inner
surface and an opposite outer surface
- the first and second elongated element each
having a longitudinal length allowing the end
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portions thereof to extend beyond the first and
second lateral side of the pelt board, respective-
ly, in predetermined lateral section of the pelt
board,
- arranging the elongated elements opposite
each other on respective sides of the pelt at the
predetermined transversely circumferential sec-
tion of a pelt board,
- moving the opposite end portions of the first
elongated element transversely towards the ad-
jacent opposite end portions of the second elon-
gated element and thereby bending the elasti-
cally bendable elongated elements and bringing
the inner surface of the first elongating element
into retaining engagement with the outer side of
the pelt, and the inner surface of the second
elongated element into retaining engagement
with the outer side of the pelt, and the inner sur-
face of the pelt into retaining engagement with
the first and second major side of the pelt board,
- interconnecting the transversely adjacent op-
posite end portions of the first and second elon-
gated element by means of a first and a second
connecting arrangement to maintain the retain-
ing engagement between the inner surfaces of
the elongated elements and the outer pelt side
and to maintain the retaining engagement be-
tween the inner pelt side and the first and second
major side of the pelt board.

15. Use of a pelt-retaining device according to any of the
preceding claims 1 to 13 for retaining a stretched
tubular pelt to a pelt board during drying and for car-
rying out the method according to claim 14.

21 22 



EP 3 540 079 A1

13



EP 3 540 079 A1

14



EP 3 540 079 A1

15



EP 3 540 079 A1

16



EP 3 540 079 A1

17



EP 3 540 079 A1

18



EP 3 540 079 A1

19



EP 3 540 079 A1

20



EP 3 540 079 A1

21



EP 3 540 079 A1

22



EP 3 540 079 A1

23



EP 3 540 079 A1

24

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 540 079 A1

25

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 540 079 A1

26

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• EP 1285094 B1 [0006]
• EP 1723262 B1 [0007]

• EP 3034630 A1 [0008]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

