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(54)
COMPRESSOR

(57) In accordance with one aspect of the present
invention, an apparatus for controlling a linear compres-
sor, includes: a detector that detects an operating state
of the linear compressor; a controller that outputs a cor-
rection signal for correcting at least an operating frequen-
cy of a linear motor based on the operating state; and a
drive signal generator that generates a drive signal of the
linear motor according to the correction signal, and out-
puts the generated drive signal to the linear motor, where-
in the controller includes: a reference operating frequen-
cy determiner that determines a reference operating fre-
quency at which the linear motor is operated; and an
actual operating frequency determiner that determines
an actual operating frequency as an arbitrary value in-
cludedin a predetermined numerical value range around
the reference operating frequency, wherein the correc-
tion signal is determined based the actual operating fre-
quency.

LINEAR COMPRESSOR, AND APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR CONTROLLING A LINEAR
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Description
Technical Field

[0001] A linear compressor, and an apparatus and
method for controlling a linear compressor are disclosed
herein.

Background Art

[0002] Linearcompressors are machines that suction,
compress, and discharge arefrigerant using alinear drive
force of a motor. Linear compressors may be roughly
divided into a compression unit or device having a cylin-
der, and a piston, and a drive unit or device having a
linear motor that provides a drive force to the compres-
sion device. The linear compressors may have advan-
tages in that they have less friction due to their linear
operation and a high energy use efficiency as most of
the drive force is used for compression of gas.

[0003] Inthe linear compressor, a cylinder may be pro-
vided inside of a sealed container, and a piston may be
provided inside of the cylinder to be movable in a linear
and reciprocating manner. The piston may linearly recip-
rocate inside of the cylinder, and thereby a refrigerant
may be allowed to flow into a compression space inside
the cylinder, be compressed, and then discharged. In the
compression space, a suction valve assembly and a dis-
charge valve assembly may be provided to control inflow
and outflow of the refrigerant according to a pressure
within the compression space.

[0004] A linear motor that generates a linear motion
force may be connected to the piston. In the linear motor,
an inner stator and an outer stator, which may be con-
figured in such a manner that a plurality of laminations
are stacked in a circumferential direction around the cyl-
inder, may be provided with a predetermined gap there-
between, coils may be wound around the inner stator
and/or the outer stator, and a permanent magnet may be
provided to be connected to the piston in the gap between
the inner stator and the outer stator. The permanentmag-
net may be provided to be movable in a moving direction
of the piston, and may be linearly reciprocate in the mov-
ing direction of the piston by an electromagnetic force
generated according to a current flow in the coil.

[0005] The linear motor may be operated at a prede-
termined operating frequency (fc) so as to allow the piston
to linearly reciprocate at a predetermined stroke (S). A
spring may be provided so that the piston may be elas-
tically supported in the moving direction of the piston even
when the piston is linearly reciprocated by the linear mo-
tor. For example, a coil spring, which is a type of me-
chanical spring, may be mounted to be elastically pro-
vided in the sealed container and the cylinder in the mov-
ing direction of the piston. In addition, refrigerant suc-
tioned into the compression space may also serve as a
gas spring. The coil spring may have a predetermined
mechanical spring constant (Km), and the gas spring may
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have a gas spring constant (Kg) that varies according to
load. Thus, a natural frequency (fn) of the piston (or the
linear compressor) may be calculated in consideration
of the mechanical spring constant (Km) and the gas
spring constant (Kg). The natural frequency (fn) of the
piston may be represented by the following Math figure 1.
MathFigure 1

[Math.1]
Km+Kg

_ 4w e
Iy 27;\/ M

Where, fn denotes the natural frequency of the piston,
Km denotes the mechanical spring constant, Kg denotes
the gas spring constant, and M denotes a mass of the
piston.

[0006] The natural frequency (fn) of the piston calcu-
lated in this manner may serve as a main factor in deter-
mining the operating frequency (fc) of the linear motor.
More specifically, by enabling the operating frequency
(fc) of the linear motor to coincide with the natural fre-
quency (fn) of the piston, that is, by operating the linear
motor in a resonant state in which both frequencies co-
incide with each other, it is possible to maximize an op-
erating efficiency of the linear motor. High energy use
efficiency of the linear compressor may be obtained in
the resonant state in which the natural frequency (fn) of
the piston and the operating frequency (fc) of the linear
motor coincide with each other, and the energy use effi-
ciency of the linear compressor may be further degraded
different from the resonant state.

[0007] When the linear compressor is operated, as the
actual load varies, the gas spring constant (Kg) of the
gas spring and the natural frequency (fn) of the piston
calculated based on the gas spring constant (Kg) may
change or vary. For example, as the load of the linear
compressor is increased, the natural frequency (fn) of
the piston may be higher. More specifically, pressure and
temperature of the refrigerant in a limited space may be
increased along with anincrease in the load, and thereby
the elastic force of the gas spring itself may be increased,
causing an increase in the gas spring constant (Kg).
Thereby, the natural frequency (fn) of the piston calcu-
lated in proportion to the increased gas spring constant
(Kg) becomes high.

[0008] As described above, the operating efficiency
and energy use efficiency of the linear compressor may
be improved by enabling the operating frequency (fc) of
the linear motor to coincide with the natural frequency
(fn) of the piston as much as possible. However, in the
linear compressor, there are mechanism natural frequen-
cies (fm) of the piston, the cylinder, and the spring, for
example. Thus, when the operating frequency (fc) of the
linear motor coincides with the mechanism natural fre-
quencies (fm), there may be a case in which the individual
components cause mechanical resonance phenomena
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which causes loud noise and damage to products.
[0009] Due tothe mechanical resonance phenomena,
there is no freedom to vary the operating frequency (fc)
of the linear motor. For example, when the operating fre-
quency (fc) of the linear motor varies, the operating fre-
quency (fc) should avoid the natural frequency (fn) of the
piston, or operating frequencies that can be set as the
operating frequency (fc) of the linear motor are limited to
several cases.

[0010] As a variety of harmonic frequencies are also
included in the mechanism natural frequencies (fm), it is
more difficult to control the operating frequency (fc) of
the linear motor, and a variety of problems are caused.
Further, when variation in a compression capacity occurs
by variable operation of a product, such as a refrigerator,
oran air conditioner, forexample, in which the linear com-
pressor is provided, or in a case of responding to a var-
iation in a compression capacity so as to implement a
variety of operational aspects of the product, it is more
difficult to avoid the mechanical resonance phenomena.

Disclosure of Invention
Technical Problem

[0011] Therefore, it is an aspect of the present inven-
tion to provide a linear compressor that may improve the
operating efficiency and reduce the generation of noise
and vibration, and an apparatus and method for control-
ling the linear compressor.

Solution to Problem

[0012] In accordance with one aspect of the present
invention, an apparatus for controlling a linear compres-
sor, includes: a detector that detects an operating state
of the linear compressor; a controller that outputs a cor-
rection signal for correcting at least an operating frequen-
cy of a linear motor based on the operating state; and a
drive signal generator that generates a drive signal of the
linear motor according to the correction signal, and out-
puts the generated drive signal to the linear motor, where-
in the controller includes: a reference operating frequen-
cy determiner that determines a reference operating fre-
quency at which the linear motor is operated; and an
actual operating frequency determiner that determines
an actual operating frequency as an arbitrary value in-
cludedin a predetermined numerical value range around
the reference operating frequency, wherein the correc-
tion signal is determined based the actual operating fre-
quency.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0013] Accordingtothe presentinvention, itis possible
to increase the operating efficiency of the linear compres-
sor, reduce generation of the noise and vibration, and
implement a premium product
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Brief Description of Drawings
[0014]

Fig. 1 is block diagram of an apparatus for controlling
a linear compressor according to an embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a flowchart of a method for controlling a
linear compressor according to an embodiment;
Fig. 3 is an efficiency graph of a linear motor accord-
ing to a phase difference between a detected current
and a stroke;

Figs. 4 and 5 are graphs of frequency versus a sound
pressure level (SPL) of a linear compressor, where
Fig. 4 illustrates a case in which a reference operat-
ing frequency is applied, and Fig. 5 illustrates a case
in which an actual operating frequency is applied;
Fig. 6 is a graph illustrating variation of an operating
frequency (fc) of a linear motor in a range of 56.5 Hz
to 59 Hz according to an embodiment;

Fig. 7 isa cross-sectional view of alinear compressor
according to another embodiment;

Fig. 8 is a block diagram of an apparatus for control-
ling a linear compressor according to another em-
bodiment;

Fig. 9 is a flow chart of a method for controlling a
linear compressor according to another embodi-
ment;

Fig. 10 is a flowchart of a method for controlling a
linear compressor according to still another embod-
iment; and

Fig. 11is a graphillustrating variation of an operating
frequency (fc) of a linear motor in a range of 56.5 Hz
to 59 Hz according to the embodiment of Fig. 10.

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention

[0015] Hereinafter, embodiments will be described in
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. The
embodiments may, however, be embodied in many dif-
ferentforms and should not be construed as being limited
to the embodiments set forth herein; rather, alternate em-
bodiments falling within the spirit and scope will fully con-
vey the concept to those skilled in the art.

[0016] Fig. 1 is block diagram of an apparatus for con-
trolling a linear compressor according to an embodiment.
Referring to Fig. 1, a linear compressor 1 having a com-
pression unit or device including a drive unit or drive, a
cylinder, and a piston, for example, may be provided.
The apparatus for controlling the linear compressor 1
may include a detection unit or detector 50 that detects
an operating state of the linear compressor 1, a control
unit or controller 60 that determines an operating state
of an operating frequency (fc) of a linear motor based on
the operating state of the linear compressor 1 detected
by the detector 50 and generates a correction signal, and
a drive signal generation unit or generator 70 that gen-
erates a drive signal of the linear compressor 1 in ac-
cordance with the correction signal generated by the con-
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troller 60 and transmits the generated drive signal to the
linear compressor 1.

[0017] Operations of the apparatus for controlling the
linear compressor will be described hereinafter.

[0018] The detector 50 may detect an existing or cur-
rent operating state of the linear compressor 1. The cur-
rent operating state detected by the detector 50 may be
transmitted to the controller 60, and the controller 60 may
determine whether the linear motor is operated with an
optimal efficiency. For example, the controller 60 may
determine whether the linear motor is operated in a state
in which a natural frequency (fn) of the piston and the
operating frequency (fc) of the linear motor coincide with
each other. The linear motor may include a stator, and a
coil, for example, and may provide a drive force. The
controller 60 may generate a correction signal so that the
linear motor is operated with the optimal efficiency. For
example, the controller 60 may generate the correction
signal so that the linear compressor 1 is operated in close
proximity to a resonance point in which the operating
frequency (fc) of the linear motor and the natural frequen-
cy (fn) of the piston coincide with each other. The drive
signal generator 70 may receive the correction signal,
and output a drive signal to the linear compressor 1
through a predetermined motor control method.

[0019] The detector 50, the controller 60, and the drive
signal generator 70, and operations thereof will be de-
scribed hereinafter.

[0020] The detector 50 may include a current detector
110, a voltage detector 100, and a stroke detector 120
that detects a stroke using a detected current and volt-
age.

[0021] The controller 60 may determine a reference
operating frequency (fc) of the linear motor so that the
operating frequency (fc) of the linear motor may be opti-
mized. For example, the controller 60 may determine the
reference operating frequency of the linear motor in a
directionin which the operating frequency (fc) of the linear
motor and the natural frequency (fn) of the piston coincide
with each other. The reference operating frequency of
the linear motor may be referred to as a first operating
frequency (f1). An actual operating frequency ofthe linear
motor at which the linear motor is actually operated at a
present time may be determined based on the first op-
erating frequency (f1). The actual operating frequency of
the linear motor may be referred to as a second operating
frequency (f2). The first operating frequency (f1) and the
second operating frequency (f2) may have a relationship
of the following Math figure 2.

MathFigure 2

[Math.2]
=2+a

Where, ’a’ denotes a linear compressor which may be
changed depending on a type and specification of an
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apparatus in which the linear compressor is installed, and
may be, forexample, an arbitrary value larger than -0.3Hz
but smaller than 0.3Hz. It should be noted that 'a’ may
be changed depending on various cases. However, the
value of ’a’ may be provided as any value when an arbi-
trary value included within a given value range may be
provided with equal probability. The value of ’a’ is a value
for which a positive value and a negative value have a
same absolute value, and for example, the value of 'a’
may be given in a range of a minimum value of -0.3Hz
to a maximum value of +0.3Hz. As the actual operating
frequency may be controlled based on Equation 2, the
actual operating frequency may be operated to be equal
to the reference operating frequency through an average
value of a predetermined time.

[0022] When analyzing Equation 2 physically, the ac-
tual operating frequency of the linear motor may be con-
sidered as being given an arbitrary value included within
arange with a predetermined width around the reference
operating frequency of the linear motor (see Fig. 6). In
other words, when determining the operating frequency
of the linear motor in a direction in close proximity to a
resonance point at which the operating frequency (fc) of
the linear motor and the natural frequency (fn) of the pis-
ton coincide with each other, analysis of the linear com-
pressor 1 may proceed using the following process. For
example, first, the reference operating frequency of the
linear motor, which is the first operating frequency (f1),
may be determined. Second, the actual operating fre-
quency of the linear motor, which is the second operating
frequency (f2), may be determined as an arbitrary value
included within a range with a predetermined width
around the reference operating frequency. Third, the cor-
rection signal may be generated so that the actual linear
motor is operated at the actual operating frequency.
[0023] Thereasonwhythe above processis performed
is to prevent a mechanical resonance phenomenon from
occurring for a long period of time because the first op-
erating frequency (f1), which is the reference operating
frequency, is matched with the mechanism natural fre-
quency (fm). Thus, in Equation 2, the value of 'a’ may be
changed at a predetermined time interval. For example,
when the reference operating frequency is the same val-
ue for about 5 seconds, the actual operating frequency
may be changed at increments of about 0.1 seconds.
[0024] In order to obtain the value of ‘a’, the controller
60 may include a random number generator 160. A value
generated by the random number generator 160 may be
transmitted to an actual operating frequency determiner
150, processed together with the reference operating fre-
quency, and used as a factor to allow the actual operating
frequency to be randomly determined within a predeter-
mined range.

[0025] The drive signal generator 70 may receive the
correction signal, generate a control signal in accordance
with, for example, a PWM control method, and transmit
the drive signal to the linear compressor 1. The method
for controlling the linear motor according to embodiments
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is not limited to the PWM method, and other methods
may be applicable.

[0026] A configuration and operation of an apparatus
for controlling a linear compressor according to embod-
iments will be described in detail hereinafter.

[0027] The detector 50 may include the current detec-
tor 110, the voltage detector 100, and the stroke detector
120. The controller 60 may include a control signal gen-
erator 130, a stroke determiner 161, a reference operat-
ing frequency determiner 140, the actual operating fre-
quency determiner 150, the random number generator
160, and a comparator 170. The drive signal generator
70 may include a PWM controller 180 and aninverter 190.
[0028] The current detector 110 may detect a current
of the linear motor operated in the linear compressor 1,
and the voltage detector 100 may detect a voltage of the
linear motor operated in the linear compressor 1. The
stroke detector 120 may detect a stroke using the detect-
ed current and voltage.

[0029] The control signal generator 130 may deter-
mine an existing or current load of the linear motor in
accordance with a phase difference between the detect-
ed current and the stroke, and output a frequency control
signal and a stroke control signal based on the determi-
nation result. For example, the control signal generator
130 may determine that the current load of the linear
motor is a high load when the phase difference between
the detected current and the stroke is smaller than a tar-
get phase difference (in this instance, the natural fre-
quency (fn) of the piston may more be significantly
changed), and output a stroke control signal for changing
an existing or current stroke into a larger stroke while
outputting a frequency control signal for varying the op-
erating frequency of the linear motor to an operating fre-
quency larger than the current operating frequency. In
an opposite case, control signals may be output in an
opposite manner.

[0030] The phase difference betweenthe detected cur-
rent and the detected stroke may be understood more
accurately with reference to an efficiency graph of the
linear motor according to the phase difference between
the detected current and the detected stroke shown in
Fig. 3. Referring to FIG. 3, in a case of a linear motor
used in a corresponding test, when a target phase differ-
ence is approximately 60 degrees, it may be seen that
an operating efficiency of the linear motor reaches 100%.
In this manner, by comparing the target phase difference
and the phase difference between the detected current
and the detected current stroke, frequency and stroke
control signals may be generated.

[0031] The reference operating frequency determiner
140 may determine a reference operating frequency
command value for varying the operating frequency, ac-
cording to the frequency control signal. Similarly, the
stroke determiner 161 may determine a stroke command
value for varying the stroke, according to the stroke con-
trol signal.

[0032] The actual operating frequency determiner may
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150 may receive the reference operating frequency com-
mand value, and determine an actual operating frequen-
cy command value based on a random value received
from the random number generator 160. As described
above, the actual operating frequency command value
may be determined as the arbitrary value included within
arange having a predetermined width around the refer-
ence operating frequency value (see Fig. 4). For exam-
ple, during an arbitrary time in which the reference oper-
ating frequency command value acting as the first oper-
ating frequency is about 58 Hz, each of -0.3, -0.2, -0.1,
0, 0.1, 0.2, and 0.3 may be received from the random
number generator 160, so that frequencies of about
57.7Hz, 57.8Hz, 57.9Hz, 58Hz, 58.1Hz, 58.2Hz, and
58.3Hz may be continuously changed at a predetermined
time interval, for example, at a time interval of about 0.1
seconds, and output. An order of the actual operating
frequency command values as the second operating fre-
quencies may not necessarily show a change toward the
upper right side, and the actual operating frequency com-
mand values may not be limited to being determined with
a limit of one decimal place.

[0033] Cases in which the linear motor is operated at
the reference operating frequency and at the actual op-
erating frequency will be compared and described here-
inafter.

[0034] Figs. 4 and 5 are graphs of frequency versus a
sound pressure level (SPL) of a linear compressor. Fig.
4 illustrates a case in which a reference operating fre-
quency is applied. Fig. 5 illustrates a case in which an
actual operating frequency is applied. In the cases of
Figs. 4 and 5, it is assumed that a mechanism natural
frequency (fm) is about 58 Hz.

[0035] Referring to Fig. 4, in a case in which the linear
motor is operated at about 58 Hz during a predetermined
time, a noise of about 15 dB occurs, and in acase, when
differing from the mechanism natural frequency (fm) by
0.3 Hz at a periphery, a sound pressure level of the linear
compressor may be rapidly reduced, for example, at
about 57.7 Hz and about 58.3 Hz, noise may be reduced
toabout 5 dB orless. Inthe case in which the linear motor
is operated at about 58 Hz using the reference operating
frequency, which is the first operating frequency, noise
of about 15 dB occurs. On the other hand, referring to
Fig. 5, in a case in which frequencies of about 57.7Hz,
57.8Hz, 57.9Hz, 58Hz, 58.1Hz, 58.2Hz, and 58.3Hz as
the actual operating frequencies, which are the second
operating frequencies, are operated with equal probabil-
ity during the same time, it is shown that the linear com-
pressor is operated with a noise that hardly causes in-
convenience to a user even when it is slightly higher than
about 5dB (see cross-hatched box in Fig. 5).

[0036] Thus, when the linear motor is operated at the
actual operating frequency, which is the second operat-
ing frequency, itis possible to actively and freely vary the
operating frequency (fc) of the linear motor according to
a load state of the linear compressor while excluding the
influence of noise. As a result, it is possible to operate
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the linear compressor in a state in which the operating
frequency (fc) of the linear motor and the natural frequen-
cy (fn) of the piston coincide with each other. In this case,
the operating frequency (fc) of the linear motor may be
freely operated with optimal efficiency. Meanwhile, in
Equation 2, the range of the value of 'a’ may be deter-
mined based on the fact that the value of 'a’ is included
within the phase difference between the current and the
stroke, where the operating efficiency of the linear motor
reaches nearly 100% as shown in Fig. 3. The range of
the value of 'a’ may be changed depending on a specific
model of the linear motor, but it is shown that the optimal
actual operating frequency may be obtained when the
range of the value of ’a’ is included within a range of about
0.3 Hz.

[0037] Referring again to Fig. 1, the comparator 170
may compare the actual operating frequency command
value and the current operating frequency, and output a
frequency correction signal based on the comparison re-
sult. In addition, the comparator 170 may compare the
stroke command value and the current stroke, and output
a stroke correction signal based on the comparison re-
sult.

[0038] The PWM controller 180 may output a PWM
control signal for varying the operating frequency and the
stroke according to the frequency correction signal and
the stroke correction signal. The PWM control signal may
include a PWM duty ratio variable signal and a PWM
cycle variable signal. A stroke voltage may be varied by
the PWM duty ratio variable signal, and the operating
frequency may be varied by the PWM cycle variable sig-
nal.

[0039] The inverter 190 may vary a voltage and a fre-
quency applied to the linear compressor 1, more specif-
ically, the linear motor, according to the PWM control
signal. More specifically, in the inverter 190, an ON/OFF
time of an internal switching element may be controlled
according to the PWM control signal, so that the frequen-
cy and voltage level of a DC voltage output from a power
supply 75 may vary and be applied to the linear motor.
[0040] According to the apparatus for controlling the
linear compressor, the actual operating frequency acting
as the second operating frequency may be input to the
linear motor as a command value. Thus, the natural fre-
quency (fn) of the piston may be changed according to
external conditions, and when the operating frequency
(fc) varies in a range of about 56.5 Hz to 59 Hz, the op-
erating frequency of the linear motor may vary as shown
in Fig. 6.

[0041] Referring to Fig. 6, the operating frequency of
the linear motor which is moved originally within a range
of about 56.2 to 56.8 Hz may be changed to be moved
within a range of about 58.7 to 59.3 Hz. In this instance,
the operating frequency of the linear motor may be op-
erated as the actual operating frequency, which is the
second operating frequency, rather than the reference
operating frequency, which is the first operating frequen-
cy. Thus, the operating frequency of the linear motor may
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be gradually continued toward the upper right side in the
graph of Fig. 6 while fluctuating vertically.

[0042] Inthe case in which the linear motor is operated
in this manner, even when there is the case in which the
mechanism natural frequency (fm) and the actual oper-
ating frequency as the second operating frequency co-
incide with each other, a period of a coincidence time
may be short, and the actual operating frequency may
be immediately changed. Thus, a time of constructive
interference absolutely required for causing a resonance
effect is not satisfied, and therefore, a resonance phe-
nomenon does not occur. In addition, the actual operating
frequency may be immediately changed to cause de-
structive interference even when slight resonance cur-
rently occurs, and therefore, the resonance phenomenon
cannot continue. Because of this, problems of noise and
vibration cannot occur. In addition, the linear compressor
may be operated with optimal operating efficiency by time
average.

[0043] As described above, when the linear motor is
operated according to the actual operating frequency as
the first operating frequency, the operating frequency of
the linear motor may be randomly and frequently
changed for a short time. Thus, such an operating mode
may be referred to as a random change mode.

[0044] The difference between the random change
mode and the linear change mode may be clearly appre-
ciated based on a comparison between the random
change mode and the linear change mode in which the
operating frequency of the linear motor is linearly
changed when the linear motor is operated using the ref-
erence operating frequency as the second operating fre-
quency. For reference, in Fig. 6, only the random change
mode is performed. The linear change mode may be a
mode in which the actual operating frequency determiner
controls the actual operating frequency to be equal to the
reference operating frequency. The random change
mode may be performed even when the operating fre-
quency of the linear motor is not changed in order to
prevent the occurrence of the mechanical resonance
phenomenon when the linear motor is operated. In other
words, even when the reference operating frequency is
not changed and maintained to be equal to the current
frequency, it is possible to randomly vary the actual op-
erating frequency using the random number generator.
In this case, the linear motor may be controlled so as to
prevent the occurrence of the mechanical resonance
phenomenon in any case in which the linear compressor
is operated.

[0045] Fig. 2 is a flowchart of a method for controlling
a linear compressor according to an embodiment. Refer-
ring to Fig. 2, in step or operation S1, it is assumed that
the linear compressor is operated at a predetermined
operating frequency and stroke. In this state, in step or
operation S2, the current detector 110 may detect a cur-
rent of the linear motor, and the voltage detector 100 may
detect a voltage of the linear motor.

[0046] In step oroperation S3, the stroke detector 120
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may detect a stroke using the detected current and volt-
age. The stroke detector 120 may detect the stroke using
the detected current and voltage, and the control signal
generator 130 may detect a phase difference between
the detected stroke and current, in step or operation S4,
and compare a phase difference between the detected
current and the detected stroke and the target phase dif-
ference to output a control signal, in step or operation
S5. The target phase difference may be an optimal value
determined by experiment, set in advance as a fixed val-
ue according to a specification of the linear compressor,
or given as a variable value.

[0047] The control signal generator 130 may deter-
mine that the current load of the linear motor is a high
load when the phase difference between the detected
current and the detected stroke is smaller than the target
phase difference, and output a frequency control signal
for changing the current operating frequency into a higher
operating frequency. In an opposite case, the control may
be performed in the opposite manner.

[0048] In step or operation S6, according to the fre-
quency control signal, the reference operating frequency
determiner 140 may determine an operating frequency
higher than the current operating frequency as the first
operating frequency and the reference operating fre-
quency as a command value. In this instance, the refer-
ence operating frequency command value may be given
as a predetermined value according to a magnitude of
the load determined by experiment. In step or operation
S7, after the reference operating frequency command
value is determined, the actual operating frequency com-
mand value may be determined based on the reference
operating frequency command value as a value obtained
by adding or subtracting the random number. As de-
scribed above, the actual operating frequency command
value may be determined as an arbitrary value which is
included in a predetermined range around the reference
operating frequency command value and may be contin-
uously changeable, using the random number generator
160. Meanwhile the predetermined range around the ref-
erence operating frequency may have a same range up-
ward and downward centered around the reference op-
erating frequency.

[0049] In step or operation S61, the stroke determiner
161 may determine a stroke command value for changing
the current stroke into a higher stroke according to the
stroke control signal. In step or operation S8, the com-
parator 170 may compare the actual operating frequency
command value and the current operating frequency to
output a frequency correction signal based on the com-
parison result, and compare the stroke command value
and the current stroke to output a stroke correction signal
based on the comparison result.

[0050] Instep or operation S9, the PWM controller 180
may output a PWM control signal based on the frequency
correction signal and the stroke correction signal. In step
or operation S10, the inverter 190 may vary the stroke
voltage and the operating frequency, which are applied

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

to the motor, by the PWM control signal. An order of the
respective steps or operations of the method for control-
ling a linear compressor according to embodiments may
be changed within a required range.

[0051] According to the method for controlling the lin-
ear motor according to embodiments disclosed herein,
as the actual operating frequency is the second operating
frequency (f2), an arbitrary value (random value) includ-
ed within the range within a predetermined width in the
vertical direction around the reference operating frequen-
cy acting as the first operating frequency (f1) may be
applied. Thus, the linear compressor may be operated
without the influence of noise, and operated with optimal
efficiency.

[0052] In addition, even when the reference operating
frequency is not changed and maintained to be equal to
the current frequency, as well as when the reference op-
erating frequency is changed from the current operating
frequency, it is possible to randomly vary the actual op-
erating frequency using the random number generator.
In this case, the mechanical resonance phenomenon
does not occur at any time when the linear compressor
is operated, and therefore, the linear motor may be con-
trolled with optimal efficiency while preventing the influ-
ence of noise.

[0053] The apparatus and method for controlling a lin-
ear compressor according to this embodiment may be
applied to a controller of the linear compressorin the form
of hardware and software, and thereby may be applied
directly to the linear compressor.

[0054] According to another embodiment, another us-
age will be proposed based on the previous embodiment.
Thus, description of the previous embodiment may be
directly applied to the description of this embodiment. In
this embodiment, a noise measuring sensor may be fur-
ther provided.

[0055] Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a linear com-
pressor according to another embodiment. Referring to
Fig. 7, on one side of a sealed container 2, an inlet pipe
2a and an outlet pipe 2b for inflow/outflow of a refrigerant
may be provided. A cylinder 4 may be fixedly provided
to an inner side of the sealed container 2. The piston 6
may be provided inside of the cylinder 4 so as to linearly
reciprocate, so that the refrigerant suctioned into a com-
pression space P inside of the cylinder 4 may be com-
pressed. A spring may be provided so that the piston 6
may be elastically supported in a moving direction of the
piston 6. The piston 6 may be connected to a linear motor
10 that generates a linear reciprocating drive force.
[0056] A suction valve 22 may be provided at a first
end of the piston 6 and in contact with the compression
space P. Adischarge valve assembly 24 may be provided
at a first end of the cylinder 4 and in contact with the
compression space P. Each of the suction valve 22 and
the discharge valve assembly 24 may be automatically
controlled so as to be opened and closed by a pressure
inside of the compression space P.

[0057] Anuppershellandalower shellmay be coupled
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to each other so that the inside of the sealed container
2 may be sealed. The inlet pipe 2a for inflow of the re-
frigerant and the outlet pipe 2b for outflow of the refrig-
erant may be respectively provided on or at one side of
the sealed container 2. The linear motor 10 and the cyl-
inder 4 may be assembled with each other by at least
one frame 18 to form an assembly, and the assembly
may be elastically supported by a support spring 29 on
an inner bottom surface of the sealed container 2. A noise
sensor 40 may be provided on an inner side of the sealed
container 2. The noise sensor 40 may be provided in any
specific location inside or outside of the sealed container
2 as long as it is safely mounted and ensures reliable
noise measurement. A resulting measurement of the
noise of the linear compressor detected by the noise sen-
sor 40 may be transmitted to a controller of the linear
compressor. For example, the resulting measurement of
the noise detected by the noise sensor 40 may be trans-
mitted to the actual operating frequency determiner 150
of Fig. 1.

[0058] A predetermined amount of oil may be stored
on an internal bottom surface of the sealed container 2,
and an oil supply device 30 to pump the oil may be pro-
vided in or at a lower end of the assembly. An oil supply
pipe 18a to supply the oil between the piston 6 and the
cylinder 4 may be formed inside of the frame 18. The oll
supply device 30 may be operated by vibration generated
according to a linear reciprocating movement of the pis-
ton 6 to pump the oil, and the pumped oil may be supplied
to a gap between the piston 6 and the cylinder 4 through
the oil supply pipe 18a to execute cooling/lubrication ac-
tions or functions. Other lubrication methods, such as an
air lubrication method, may be used.

[0059] In the cylinder 4, the piston 6 may be provided
so as to linearly reciprocate in the cylinder 4 in close
proximity to the inlet pipe 2a, and the discharge valve
assembly 24 may be provided at the first end of the cyl-
inder 4 on aside opposite to the inlet pipe 2a. The dis-
charge valve assembly 24 may include a discharge cover
24a provided to form a predetermined discharge space
at the first end of the cylinder 4, a discharge valve 24b
provided to open and close a first end of the compression
space P of the cylinder 4, and a valve spring 24c as a
type of coil spring that gives an elastic force in an axial
direction between the discharge cover 24a and the dis-
charge valve 24b. An O-ring R may be provided at an
inner circumference of the first end of the cylinder 4,
thereby bringing the discharge cover 24a into close con-
tact with the first end of the cylinder 4. A loop pipe 28,
which may be formed to be bent, may be connected be-
tween afirstend of the discharge cover 24a and the outlet
pipe 2b. The loop pipe 28 may guide the compressed
refrigerant to be discharged outside of the sealed con-
tainer 2, and buffer transmission, to all of the sealed con-
tainer 2, of vibration caused by interaction among the
cylinder 4, the piston 6, and the linear motor 10. Accord-
ing to the above-described configuration, when a pres-
sure of the compression space P is equal to or higher
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than a predetermined discharge pressure as the piston
6 linearly reciprocates inside of the cylinder 4, the valve
spring 24c may be compressed to open the discharge
valve 24b, and the refrigerant may be discharged from
the compression space P. Next, the refrigerant may be
discharged outside through the loop pipe 28 and the out-
let pipe 2b.

[0060] Inacenterofthe piston 6, a refrigerant passage
6a to allow the refrigerant flowing-in from the inlet pipe
2a to flow may be formed. The linear motor 10 may be
directly connected to a second end of the piston 6 in close
proximity to the inlet pipe 2a by a connection member
17, and the suction valve 22 may be provided in the first
end of the piston 6 on a side opposite to the inlet pipe
2a. The suction valve 22 may be elastically supported by
the spring in the moving direction of the piston 6. The
suction valve 22 may have a thin plate shape, and a cent-
er portion of the suction valve 22 may be partially cut so
as to open and close the refrigerant passage 6a of the
piston 6. The suction valve 22 may be provided such that
afirst end of the suction value 22 may be fixed to the first
end of the piston 6 by a screw, for example. According
to the above-described configuration, when the pressure
of the compression space P is less than a predetermined
suction pressure lower than the discharge pressure as
the piston 6 linearly reciprocates inside of the cylinder 4,
the suction valve 22 may be opened so that the refrigerant
may be suctioned into the compression space P. On the
other hand, when the pressure of the compression space
P is equal to or higher than the predetermined suction
pressure, the refrigerant of the compression space P may
be compressed in a state in which the suction valve 22
may be closed.

[0061] The piston 6 may be provided to be elastically
supported in the moving direction of the piston 6. More
specifically, a piston flange 6b that radially protrudes from
the second end of the piston 6 in close proximity to the
inlet pipe 2a may be elastically supported in the moving
direction of the piston 6 by mechanical springs 8a and
8b, such as a coil spring. In addition, the refrigerant in-
cluded in the compression space P on the side opposite
tothe inlet pipe 2a may serve as a gas spring by an elastic
force of the refrigerant itself, and thereby elastically sup-
portthe piston 6 through a predetermined gas spring con-
stant (Kg). The mechanical springs 8a and 8b may be,
respectively, provided side by side with a support frame
26 fixed to the linear motor 10 and with the cylinder 4 in
an axial direction, with respect to the piston flange 6b.
The mechanical spring 8a supported by the support
frame 26 and the mechanical spring 8b provided in the
cylinder 4 may be configured to have the same mechan-
ical spring constant (Km).

[0062] The linear motor 10 may include an inner stator
12 including a plurality of laminations 12a stacked in a
circumferential direction and may be provided to be fixed
to an outer side of the cylinder 4 by the frame 18, a coil
winding body 14a around which a coil may be wound, an
outer stator 14 including a plurality of laminations 14b
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stacked in the circumferential direction around the coil
winding body 14a, and a permanent magnet 16 located
in a gap between the inner stator 12 and the outer stator
14 and connected to the piston 6 by the connection mem-
ber 17. In the above-described linear motor, as current
is applied to the coil winding body 14a, an electromag-
netic force may be generated, and the permanent magnet
16 may be linearly reciprocated by interaction between
the electromagnetic force and the permanent magnet 16,
so that the piston 6 connected to the permanent magnet
16 may be linearly reciprocated inside of the cylinder 4.
[0063] Thelinear compressoraccording to thisembod-
iment may include the separate noise sensor 40 and the
related configuration may be further applied, unlike the
linear compressor according to the previous embodi-
ment. Thus, when the noise sensor 40 and the related
configuration are absent, the linear compressor of Fig. 7
may be applied to the previous embodiment.

[0064] Fig. 8 is a block diagram of an apparatus for
controlling a linear compressor according to another em-
bodiment. Referring to Fig. 8, this embodiment may be
the same or similar to the previous embodiments except
for a difference therebetween in that a noise signal is
input from the noise sensor 40 to the actual operating
frequency determiner 150. The actual operating frequen-
cy determiner 150 may determine a degree of noise cur-
rently generated by the linear compressor, and may not
perform a random change mode when a noise of a ref-
erence level is not generated. More specifically, for ex-
ample, when a noise generated when the linear com-
pressor is operated at the present time is about 5 dB or
less, the current operating frequency (fc) of the linear
motor may be significantly different from the mechanism
natural frequency (fm). In this case, it is possible to per-
form the linear change mode without performing the ran-
dom change mode. The reference operating frequency
determined by the reference operating frequency deter-
miner may be used as is, without changing the reference
operating frequency.

[0065] In this case, it is possible to use the optimally
proposed reference operating frequency as is, and there-
fore, the operating efficiency and energy use efficiency
of the linear compressor may be maximized. When the
noise becomes higher than a predetermined level, the
actual operating frequency determiner 150 may perform
the random change mode, thereby minimizing the influ-
ence of the noise.

[0066] Fig. 9 is a flowchart of a method for controlling
a linear compressor according to another embodiment.
Referring to Fig. 9, in step or operation S21, a current
noise and a predetermined noise, which may be set in
advance, may be compared. When the current noise is
larger than the predetermined noise based on the com-
parison result, the random change mode may be execut-
ed, in step or operation S23, otherwise, the linear change
mode may be executed, in step or operation S22.
[0067] According to the method for controlling the lin-
ear compressor according to embodiments disclosed
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herein, it is possible to suppress the occurrence of noise
while maximizing the operating efficiency of the linear
compressor. When the mechanism natural frequency
(fm) according to the linear compressor is determined in
advance, it may be unnecessary to separately measure
noise. For example, when it is determined that the refer-
ence operating frequency given by the reference oper-
ating frequency determiner 140 overlaps or is adjacent
to the natural frequency (fm), the actual operating fre-
quency determiner 150 may be operated so that the ran-
dom change mode may be performed even when there
is no signal from the noise sensor 40.

[0068] According to still another embodiment, another
usage will be proposed based on the descriptions of the
previous embodiments. Thus, the descriptions of the pre-
vious embodiments may be applied to this embodiment,
and repetitive description has been omitted.

[0069] Fig. 10 is a flowchart of a method for controlling
a linear compressor according to still another embodi-
ment. Referring to Fig. 10, in step or operation S31, an
instruction to change the operating frequency of the linear
motor due to afactor, such as aload change, forexample,
may be generated. In step or operation S32, whether the
mechanism natural frequency (fm) is present in variation
ranges of a current operating frequency and the target
operating frequency may be determined. When the
mechanism natural frequency (fm) is present in the var-
iation range based on the determination result, the ran-
dom change mode may be executed, in step or operation
S34, and when the mechanism natural frequency (fm) is
absent from the variation range, the linear change mode
may be executed during the variation range, in step or
operation S33. Next, in step or operation S35, the change
to the target frequency may be completed.

[0070] In this embodiment, when the mechanism nat-
ural frequency (fm) is known, it is possible to maximize
the operating efficiency of the linear compressor while
reducing the noise, by utilizing the mechanism natural
frequency (fm).

[0071] Fig. 11is a graph illustrating variation of an op-
erating frequency (fc) of a linear motor in a range of 56.5
Hz to 59 Hz according to the embodiment of Fig. 10.
Referring to Fig. 11, the natural frequency (fn) of the pis-
ton may be changed according to external conditions, so
that an instruction to change the operating frequency (fc)
of the linear motor from about 56 Hz to 59 Hz may be
generated. However, it is determined that there is a surg-
ing frequency as the mechanism natural frequency (fm)
at 58 Hz, and there is no mechanism natural frequency
(fm) at other sections.

[0072] In the above-described case, the random
change mode may be executed in a vicinity of about 58
Hz, and the linear change mode may be executed in the
other sections. It may be confirmed that the linear change
mode is executed in a section 1 (1000) and a section 3
(3000), and the random change mode may be executed
in a section 2 (2000). The diagram according to Fig. 11
may be obtained even in the case of the previous em-
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bodiment.

[0073] Any reference in this specification to one em-
bodiment, an embodiment, example embodiment, etc.,
means that a particular feature, structure, or character-
istic described in connection with the embodiment is in-
cluded in at least one embodiment. The appearances of
such phrases in various places in the specification are
not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment.
Further, when a particular feature, structure, or charac-
teristic is described in connection with any embodiment,
it is submitted that it is within the purview of one skilled
inthe artto effect such feature, structure, or characteristic
in connection with other ones of the embodiments.
[0074] Although embodiments have been described
with reference to a number of illustrative embodiments
thereof, it should be understood that numerous other
modifications and embodiments can be devised by those
skilled in the art that will fall within the spirit and scope
of the principles of this disclosure. More particularly, var-
ious variations and modifications are possible in the com-
ponent parts and/or arrangements of the subject combi-
nation arrangement within the scope of the disclosure,
the drawings and the appended claims. In addition to
variations and modifications in the component parts
and/or arrangements, alternative uses will also be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art.

Industrial Applicability

[0075] According to embodiments, a mechanical res-
onance phenomenon in which noise is maximized may
be suppressed, and therefore, it is possible to maximize
an operating efficiency and energy consumption efficien-
cy of the linear motor while reducing inconvenience to
users caused by the occurrence of noise. Thus, the em-
bodiments may be applied to the linear compressor of a
premium level. In addition, only through improvement of
software without separate additional facilities, the effects
maybe achieved, and therefore, industrial application
may be significantly expected.

[0076] The following items represent further aspects
of the present invention.

[Item 1] An apparatus for controlling a linear com-
pressor, comprising:

a detector that detects an operating state of the
linear compressor;

a controller that outputs a correction signal for
correcting at least an operating frequency of a
linear motor based on the operating state; and
a drive signal generator that generates a drive
signal of the linear motor according to the cor-
rection signal, and outputs the generated drive
signal to the linear motor, wherein the controller
includes:

areference operating frequency determiner
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that determines a reference operating fre-
quency at which the linear motor is operat-
ed; and

an actual operating frequency determiner
that determines an actual operating fre-
quency as an arbitrary value included in a
predetermined numerical value range
around the reference operating frequency,
wherein the correction signal is determined
based the actual operating frequency.

[Item 2] The apparatus according to item 1, wherein
the reference operating frequency is determined as
a value that enables the operating frequency of the
linear motor to be changed such that the operating
frequency of the linear motor coincides with a natural
frequency of a piston.

[Item 3] The apparatus according to item 1, wherein
the actual operating frequency is continuously
changed even when the actual operating frequency
is the same as the reference operating frequency.
[Item 4] The apparatus according to item 1, wherein
the predetermined numerical value range has a
same range upward and downward around the ref-
erence operating frequency.

[Item 5] The apparatus according to item 1, wherein
the detector includes:

a current detector that detects a current of the
linear motor;

a voltage detector that detects a voltage of the
linear motor; and

a stroke detector that detects a stroke using the
detected current and the detected voltage.

[Item 6] The apparatus according to item 5, wherein
the controller further includes:

a control signal generator that determines a cur-
rentload of the linear motor accordingto a phase
difference between the detected current and the
detected stroke, and outputs to the reference
operating frequency determiner a frequency
control signal based on the determination result;
and

a comparator that compares the actual operat-
ing frequency and a current operating frequen-
cy, and outputs a frequency correction signal
based on the comparison result.

[Item 7] The apparatus according to item 6, wherein
the control signal generator determines the current
load of the linear motor according to the phase dif-
ference between the detected current and the de-
tected stroke, and further outputs a stroke control
signal based on a determination result, wherein the
controller further includes a stroke determiner that
determines a stroke command value for varying the
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stroke according to the stroke control signal, and
wherein the comparator compares the stroke com-
mand value and the current stroke and outputs a
stroke correction signal based on the comparison
result.

[Item 8] The apparatus according to item 1, wherein
the drive signal generator includes:

a PWM controller that performs a PWM control
based on the correction signal and outputs a
PWM control signal; and

aninverter that varies a voltage and a frequency
to be output to the linear motor according to the
PWM control signal.

[Item 9] The apparatus according to item 1, wherein
the controller further includes a random number gen-
erator that transmits a random number to the actual
operating frequency determiner, so that the actual
operating frequency is determined randomly.

[Item 10] The apparatus according toitem 1, wherein
a noise signal generated in the linear compressor is
transmitted to the controller, and the actual operating
frequency determiner controls the actual operating
frequency to be equal to the reference operating fre-
quency according to the noise signal.

[Item 11] The apparatus according toitem 10, where-
in, when the noise signal has a value smaller than a
predetermined noise value, the actual operating fre-
quency is controlled to be equal to the reference op-
erating frequency.

[Item 12] The apparatus according toitem 10, where-
in the noise signal is transmitted to the actual oper-
ating frequency determiner.

[Item 13] The apparatus according to item 1, where-
in, when the operating frequency of the linear motor
does not coincide with amechanism natural frequen-
cy of the linear compressor, the actual operating fre-
quency determiner controls the actual operating fre-
quency to be equal to the reference operating fre-
quency.

[Item 14] A linear compressor operated by the ap-
paratus of item 1.

[Item 15] The linear compressor according to item
14, wherein a noise sensor is mounted in the linear
compressor.

[Item 16] A method for controlling a linear compres-
sor, the method comprising:

detecting an operating state of the linear com-
pressor;

determining a reference operating frequency to
output a correction signal for correcting at least
an operating frequency of a linear motor based
on the operating state;

determining an arbitrary value included in a pre-
determined range with a predetermined width
around the reference operating frequency as an
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actual operating frequency at which the linear
motor is actually operated;

comparing the actual operating frequency and
a current operating frequency and determining
and outputting the correction signal; and
generating a drive signal of the linear compres-
sor according to the correction signal and out-
putting the generated drive signal to the linear
compressor.

[Item 17] The method according to item 16, wherein
the method includes a linear change mode in which
the actual operating frequency is operated to be
equal to the reference operating frequency, and a
random change mode in which the actual operating
frequency is continuously changed even when the
actual operating frequency and the reference oper-
ating frequency are the same.

[Item 18] The method according to item 17, wherein,
when a current noise value of the linear compressor
is greater than a predetermined noise value, the ran-
dom change mode is performed.

[Item 19] The method according to item 17, wherein,
when the linear motor is operated at a frequency in
close proximity to a mechanism natural frequency,
the random change mode is performed.

[Item 20] The method according to item 16, wherein
the arbitrary value is determined randomly.

[Item 21] An apparatus for controlling a linear com-
pressor, the apparatus comprising:

means for detecting an operating state of the
linear compressor;

means for determining a reference operating
frequency to output a correction signal for cor-
recting atleastan operating frequency of alinear
motor based on the operating state;

means for determining an arbitrary value includ-
ed in arange with a predetermined width around
the reference operating frequency as an actual
operating frequency at which the linear motor is
actually operated;

means for comparing the actual operating fre-
quency and a current operating frequency and
determining and outputting the correction signal;
and

means for generating a drive signal of the linear
compressor according to the correction signal
and outputting the generated drive signal to the
linear compressor.

[Item 22] An apparatus for controlling a linear com-
pressor, comprising:

a detector that detects an operating state of the
linear compressor;

a controller that outputs a correction signal for
correcting at least an operating frequency of a
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linear motor based on the operating state; and
a drive signal generator that generates a drive
signal of the linear motor according to the cor-
rection signal, and outputs the generated drive
signal to the linear motor, wherein the controller
determines a reference operating frequency at
which the linear motor is operated, determines
an actual operating frequency as an arbitrary
value included in a predetermined numerical
value within a range with a predetermined width
around the reference operating frequency, and
determines the correction signal is determined
based the actual operating frequency.

Claims

Alinear compressor with a controlling apparatus, the
controlling apparatus comprising:

a detector (50) that detects an operating state
of the linear compressor;

a controller (60) that outputs a correction signal
for correcting at least an operating frequency of
a linear motor based on the operating state; and
a drive signal generator (70) that generates a
drive signal of the linear motor according to the
correction signal, and outputs the generated
drive signal to the linear motor,

wherein the controller (60) includes:

areference operating frequency determiner
(140) that determines a reference operating
frequency at which the linear motor is oper-
ated; and

an actual operating frequency determiner
(150) that determines an actual operating
frequency a value included in a predeter-
mined numerical value range around the
reference operating frequency, wherein the
correction signal is determined based on
the actual operating frequency,

characterized in that the controller (60) is con-
figured to continuously change the actual oper-
ating frequency.

The linear compressor according to claim 1, wherein
the reference operating frequency is determined as
a value that enables the operating frequency of the
linear motor to be changed such that the operating
frequency of the linear motor coincides with a natural
frequency of a piston.

The linear compressor according to claim 1, wherein
the actual operating frequency is continuously
changed even when the actual operating frequency
is the same as the reference operating frequency.
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4. Thelinear compressor according to claim 1, wherein

the detector (50) includes:

a current detector (110) that detects a current
of the linear motor;

a voltage detector (100) that detects a voltage
of the linear motor; and

a stroke detector (120) that detects a stroke us-
ing the detected current and the detected volt-
age,

wherein the controller (60) further includes:

a control signal generator (130) that deter-
mines a current load of the linear motor ac-
cording to a phase difference between the
detected current and the detected stroke,
and outputs to the reference operating fre-
quency determiner a frequency control sig-
nal based on the determination result; and
a comparator (170) that compares the ac-
tual operating frequency and a current op-
erating frequency, and outputs a frequency
correction signal based on the comparison
result, wherein the control signal generator
(130) determines the current load of the lin-
ear motor according to the phase difference
between the detected current and the de-
tected stroke, and further outputs a stroke
control signal based on a determination re-
sult,

wherein the controller (60) further includes
a stroke determiner (161) that determines
a stroke command value for varying the
stroke according to the stroke control signal,
and wherein the comparator (170) com-
pares the stroke command value and the
current stroke and outputs a stroke correc-
tion signal based on the comparison result.

5. Thelinear compressoraccording to claim 1, wherein

the drive signal generator (70) includes:

a PWM controller (180) that performs a PWM
control based on the correction signal and out-
puts a PWM control signal; and

an inverter (190) that varies a voltage and a fre-
quency to be output to the linear motor according
to the PWM control signal.

The linear compressor according to claim 1, wherein
a noise signal generated in the linear compressor is
transmitted to the controller (60), and the actual op-
erating frequency determiner (150) controls the ac-
tual operating frequency to be equal to the reference
operating frequency according to the noise signal,

wherein, when the noise signal has a value smaller
than a predetermined noise value, the actual oper-
ating frequency is controlled to be equal to the ref-
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erence operating frequency, wherein the noise sig-
nal is transmitted to the actual operating frequency
determiner (150).

The linear compressor accordingto claim 1, wherein,
when the operating frequency of the linear motor
does not coincide with amechanism natural frequen-
cy of the linear compressor, the actual operating fre-
quency determiner (150) controls the actual operat-
ing frequency to be equal to the reference operating
frequency.

Thelinear compressor accordingto claim 1, wherein,
the actual operating frequency changes up and down
continuously.

The linear compressor accordingto claim 1, wherein,
the actual operating frequency changes without the
predetermined pattern.

A method for controlling a linear compressor, the
method comprising:

detecting an operating state of the linear com-
pressor;

determining a reference operating frequency to
output a correction signal for correcting at least
an operating frequency of a linear motor based
on the operating state;

determining an arbitrary value included in a pre-
determined range with a predetermined width
around the reference operating frequency as an
actual operating frequency at which the linear
motor is actually operated;

comparing the actual operating frequency and
a current operating frequency and determining
and outputting the correction signal; and
generating a drive signal of the linear compres-
sor according to the correction signal and out-
putting the generated drive signal to the linear
compressor,

characterized in that the arbitrary value chang-
es continuously.

The method according to claim 10, wherein the meth-
odincludes a linear change mode in which the actual
operating frequency is operated to be equal to the
reference operating frequency, and a random
change mode in which the actual operating frequen-
cy is continuously changed even when the actual
operating frequency and the reference operating fre-
quency are the same.

The method according to claim 11, wherein, when a
current noise value of the linear compressor is great-
er than a predetermined noise value, the random
change mode is performed.
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The method according to claim 11, wherein, when
the linear motor is operated at a frequency in close
proximity to a mechanism natural frequency, the ran-
dom change mode is performed.

The method according to claim 10, wherein the ar-
bitrary value changes continuously, even when the
actual operating frequency is the same as the refer-
ence operating frequency.

The method according to claim 10, wherein the ar-
bitrary value changes continuously up and down.
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[Fig. 7]
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[Fig. 9]
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