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Description
Technical field

[0001] The present invention relates to a soap holder,
and more particularly to a soap holder suitable for use
on a wash basin, a sink, or the like.

Background art

[0002] A soap holder, a soap container, and a soap
dish are used to hold soap on a wash basin and a sink,
and in a bathing room.

[0003] One conventional soap container includes a
container body including a bottom plate and side plates
surrounding the bottom plate. A lid member including a
top plate and side plates surrounding the top plate is fit
on an upper portion of the container main body. With this
configuration, the soap container contains soap therein.
The side plates of the container body have lower end
surfaces with a shape matching the surface shape of a
circumference edge of the top plate of the lid member.
Thus, the lower end surfaces of the side plates of the
container body can fit with the circumference edge of the
top plate of the lid member, so that the lid member can
be disposed on a lower portion of the container body
(see, for example, Patent Literature 1).

[0004] Furthermore, one proposed soap stand has a
plurality of vertical protrusions on a surface for receiving
solid soap, whereby natural drying of the soap can be
achieved in a short period of time (see, for example, Pat-
ent Literature 2) .

Citation List
Patent Literature
[0005]

Patent Literature 1: JP 2010-268931 A
Patent Literature 2: JP 2011-36621 A

Summary of the Invention
Technical Problem

[0006] Unfortunately, aconventional dish shaped soap
container involves adhesion of soap on a bottom surface,
hindering drying of the soap. A hole may be provided in
the soap container but will be closed by dissolved soap.
Thus, water is likely to be collected in the soap container.
For this reason, the soap softens and dissolves, and thus
is difficult to be fully used up. Furthermore, an attempt to
put soap in a soap container might result in the soap
slipping out.

[0007] With the soap container in Patent Literature 1
and the soap stand in Patent Literature 2, soap needs to
be grabbed from the upper side to be taken out. Thus,
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slippery soap is difficult to grab and take out. Further-
more, the grabbing requires application of force which
results in deformation if the soap has been softened.
[0008] The present invention has been made in view
of such circumstances, and is directed to improving drain-
age of soap, enabling soap to be more easily taken out
and stored, and more effectively preventing deformation
of soap.

Solution to Problem

[0009] A soap holder according to one aspect of the
present invention includes: a plurality of claws each in-
cluding plate members that have a cross-section with a
J shape in a front and back direction, short portions serv-
ing as shorter side portions of the J shape positioned on
a front surface side, long portions serving as longer side
portions of the J shape positioned on a back surface side,
and an upper side open, the claws being aligned along
a lateral direction at an interval corresponding to a gap
with a predetermined width formed in the lateral direction;
a back plate having a plate shape with which the long
portions of the plurality of claws are connected to each
other to be a single flat surface; and two side plates hav-
ing a plate shape that are arranged to be oriented in a
direction intersecting with the back plate to serve as both
side surfaces.

[0010] The soap is supported by the plurality of claws
aligned in the lateral direction at the interval correspond-
ing to the gap with the predetermined width formed in the
lateral direction. Thus, portions to be in contact with the
soap can be made smaller and collection of water does
not occur, whereby drainage of the soap can be im-
proved. The claws are formed to have the J shape with
the short portions positioned on the front surface side,
and are aligned in the lateral direction at the interval cor-
responding to the gap with the predetermined width
formed in the lateral direction. Thus, the soap can be
easily taken out with a scooping maneuver through the
gap between the claws. Furthermore, the soap can be
easily stored being slipped in through the front upper side
to be easily stored. The soap can be scooped while being
supported from below, and thus no strong force needs
to be applied to the soap. Thus, deformation is less likely
to occur, even when the soap is softened. All things con-
sidered, the deformation of the soap can be more effec-
tively prevented.

[0011] The claws may include three claws. With the
three claws, the scooping maneuver through the gaps
between the claws can be easily performed, and the soap
can be supported with a wider surface. Thus, even if the
soap stored is softened, the soap can be prevented from
deforming. Furthermore, the width of the gap between
the claws may be 1.8 cm to 2.2 cm. With this configura-
tion, the soap can be easily scooped to be taken outusing
a finger through the gap between the claws.

[0012] The short portions of the claws may have a
length of 2.2 cm to 2.7 cm in a vertical direction. With this



3 EP 3 556 272 A1 4

configuration, the scooping maneuver for the soap
through the gap between the claws only requires a short-
er distance of upward displacement of the soap for taking
out the soap toward the front side over the upper ends
of the short portions of the claws. The soap can be easily
stored by being slipped in over the upper ends of the
short portions of the claws. Thus, the soap can be more
easily taken out and stored. The soap can be scooped
while being supported from below and can be taken out
toward the front side over the upper ends of the short
portions of the claws with only a shorter distance of up-
ward displacement of the soap. Thus, no strong force
needs to be applied to the soap, so that the soap is less
likely to deform even when the soap has been softened.
All things considered, the deformation of the soap can
be more effectively prevented.

[0013] Lower end portions of the claws may have a
length of 3.0 cm to 4.0 cm in the front and back direction.
With this configuration, the soap is stored with the wide
surface of the soap erected. This facilitates the downward
flow of water from the soap, whereby the drainage of the
soap can be improved.

[0014] The lower end portion of the claw may have a
shape inclined to extend downward and toward the back
plate from the front surface side. With this configuration,
the stored soap slips toward the back plate so that the
erection of the flat surface of the soap is facilitated,
whereby the drainage of the soap can be more improved.
[0015] The short portions of the claws can have a
shape inclined toward the front surface side while ex-
tending from a lower side toward an upper side. With this
configuration, when the soap is scooped through the gap
between the claws, the flat surface of the soap is inclined
toward the front surface side and the soap slips along
the short portions of the claws toward the front surface
side. Thus, the soap can easily climb over the upper ends
of the short portions of the claws toward the front side to
be taken out. Due to a large opening on the front surface
side, the soap can easily slip in over the upper ends of
the short portions of the claws to be stored. Thus, the
soap can be more easily taken outand stored. The scoop-
ing maneuver with the support from below results in the
soap slipping toward the front surface side along the short
portions of the claws. Thus, the soap can be taken out
with a smaller amount of force which is less likely to lead
to deformation even if the soap has been softened. All
things considered, the deformation of the soap can be
more effectively prevented.

[0016] The lower end portions of the claws may have
upper surfaces with a bulging shape. With this configu-
ration, the soap does not adhere to the upper surface of
the lower end portions, whereby flow of water through
the claws is facilitated so that the drainage of the soap
can further be improved.

[0017] A gap may be formed between the side plate
and the claw disposed adjacent to the side plate. With
this configuration, smooth flow of water is achieved
through the gap between the side plate and the claw,
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whereby the drainage of the soap can further be im-
proved.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0018] The soap holder according to one aspect of the
presentinvention described above can improve drainage
of soap, enable soap to be more easily taken out and
stored, and more effectively prevent deformation of soap.

Brief Description of Drawings
[0019]

Fig. 1 is a front view illustrating a configuration of a
soap holder 11.

Fig. 2 is a rear view illustrating the configuration of
the soap holder 11.

Fig. 3 is a top view illustrating the configuration of
the soap holder 11.

Fig. 4 is a bottom view illustrating the configuration
of the soap holder 11.

Fig. 5is aright side view illustrating the configuration
of the soap holder 11.

Fig. 6 is a view illustrating a state where soap 101
is taken out from the soap holder 11.

Description of Embodiments

[0020] An embodiment of the present invention will be
described below. An example of the relationship between
constituent features of the present invention and embod-
iments in a detailed description of the invention is as fol-
lows. The description is for confirming that embodiments
supporting the present invention are described in the de-
tailed description of the invention. Therefore, if there is
an embodiment described in the detailed description of
the invention but is not described as an embodiment cor-
responding to the constituent feature of the present in-
vention, it does not necessarily mean that the embodi-
ment does not correspond to the constituent element. On
the other hand, if there is an embodiment described as
being corresponding to a constituent element, it does not
necessarily mean that the embodiment does not corre-
spond to a constituent element other than the constituent
element.

[0021] A soap holder (a soap holder 11 in Fig. 1 for
example) according to one aspect of the present inven-
tion includes: a plurality of claws (claws 21-1 to 21-3 in
Fig. 1 for example) including plate members with an up-
per side open, the plate members having a cross-section
with a J shape in a front and back direction, in which short
portions serving as shorter side portions of the J shape
are positioned on a front surface side and long portions
serving as longer side portions of the J shape are posi-
tioned on a back surface side, the claws being aligned
along a lateral direction at an interval corresponding to
a gap with a predetermined width formed in the lateral
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direction; a back plate (a back plate 22 in Fig. 1 for ex-
ample) having a plate shape with which the long portions
of the plurality of claws are connected to each other to
be a single flat surface; and two side plates (side plates
23-1and 23-2in Fig. 1 for example) having a plate shape
that are arranged to be oriented in a direction intersecting
with the back plate to serve as both side surfaces.
[0022] Hereinafter, a soap holder 11 according to an
embodiment of the present invention will be described
with reference to Figs. 1 to 6. Figs. 1 to 5 are respectively
a front view, a rear view, a top view, a bottom view, and
a right side view illustrating a configuration of the soap
holder 11.

[0023] The outer edge of the soap holder 11 defines a
generally rectangular parallelepiped shape. For exam-
ple, the width of the soap holder 11 is 10.0 cm to 11.0
cm, the depth of the soap holder 11 is 5.2 cm to 6.0 cm,
and the height of the soap holder 11 is 6.0 cm to 7.0 cm.
With the upper side and the upper half of the front surface
side of the soap holder 11 open, the soap can be stored
inside the soap holder 11 and can be taken out from the
inside of the soap holder 11.

[0024] The soap holder 11 is used by being fixed to,
for example, a vertical surface of a bowl of a wash basin
or a sink, a vertical wall of a bathing room, or the like.
The soap holder 11 is formed of a material that is well
drained andis not easily corroded. Forexample, the soap
holder 11 is formed of a resin such as acrylic, polypro-
pylene, or polyethylene resin, or metal such as stainless
steel or titanium alloy. The soap holder 11 can also be
formed as pottery.

[0025] In the soap holder 11, the stored soap is sup-
ported by three arm-shaped claws 21-1 to 21-3 in a state
where a wide surface of the soap is erected. Thus, the
portion in contact with the soap can be made small so
that the amount of water adhering to the soap can be
made small, and collection of water does not occur,
whereby drainage of the soap can be improved. In addi-
tion, with the soap supported in the state where the wide
surface of the soap is erected, the soap holder 11 can
have a small depth so as not to take up a large space,
and thus is less likely to get in the way.

[0026] The moisture adhered on the soap drops direct-
ly from the soap holder 11 to the wash basin, sink, bathing
room, or the like to be directly drained, and thus is not
likely to soil the wash area.

[0027] The user can easily take out the soap by insert-
ing his or her fingers through gaps between the claws
21-1 to 21-3 and scooping the soap. Furthermore, the
soap can be returned to the soap holder 11 with excellent
fitting, that is, the soap can fit neatly without sticking out.
[0028] Next, the configuration of the soap holder 11
will be described in detail. The soap holder 11 includes
the claws 21-1 to 21-3, a back plate 22, and side plates
23-1 and 23-2. The claws 21-1 to 21-3 are three arms
that support the soap.

[0029] The back plate 22 is a flat plate connecting the
back surface sides of the claws 21-1 to 21-3 to each
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other. On the back surface side of the back plate 22,
suction cup holders 24-1 and 24-2, for respectively hold-
ing suction cups 81-1 and 81-2, are arranged side by
side in a lateral direction. The suction cup holders 24-1
and 24-2 are each formed of elastic rubber, plastic, or
the like and have a dish shape. Each of the suction cup
holders 24-1 and 24-2 is formed to have a hollow rectan-
gular parallelepiped form with a lower side open. Further-
more, on the back surface side of each of the suction cup
holders 24-1 and 24-2, a circular hole with a lower side
open is formed.

[0030] The suctioncups81-1and81-2 arerespectively
attached to the suction cup holders 24-1 and 24-2, with
protrusions of the suction cups 81-1 and 81-2 respec-
tively inserted into the holes of the suction cup holders
24-1and 24-2. The soap holder 11 can be fixed by press-
ing the suction cups 81-1 and 81-2 against a vertical sur-
face of a bowl of a wash basin or a sink, a vertical wall
of a bathing room, or the like.

[0031] A front surface side surface of the back plate
22 can have a bulging shape.

[0032] The side plates 23-1 and 23-2 are respectively
disposed to be both side surfaces of the soap holder 11.
The side plates 23-1 and 23-2 are each a flat plate dis-
posed to be oriented in a direction intersecting with the
back plate 22.

[0033] Specifically, the side plate 23-1 is provided to
be the left side surface of the soap holder 11. The claw
21-1 is adjacently provided on the right side of the side
plate 23-1. The claw 21-2 is adjacently provided on the
right side of the claw 21-1. The claw 21-3 is adjacently
provided on the right side of the claw 21-2. The side plate
23-2 is adjacently provided on the right side of the claw
21-3. In other words, the side plate 23-2 is provided to
be the right side surface of the soap holder 11.

[0034] The claws 21-1 to 21-3 are arranged side by
side in the lateral direction at a predetermined interval.
The claws 21-1 to 21-3 is each formed in a shape of a
plate curved to be in a hook form. The claws 21-1 to 21-3
are formed such that the surfaces of the plate-shaped
claws 21-1 to 21-3 come in contact with the stored soap.
The stored soap is supported on the curved inner sides
of the claws 21-1 to 21-3.

[0035] Specifically, the claws 21-1 to 21-3 are each
formed of a plate material. The claws 21-1 to 21-3 have
identical shapes.

[0036] More specifically, the claws 21-1 to 21-3 each
are formed to have a cross-section with a J shape, in a
frontand back direction. The claw 21-1 has a shortportion
41-1, which is a shorter side portion of the J shape, po-
sitioned on the front surface side and a long portion 42-1,
which is a longer side portion of the J shape, positioned
on the back surface side. The claw 21-2 has a short por-
tion 41-2, which is a shorter side portion of the J shape,
positioned on the front surface side and a long portion
42-2, which is a longer side portion of the J shape, posi-
tioned on the back surface side. The claw 21-3 has a
short portion 41-3, which is a shorter side portion of the
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J shape, positioned on the front surface side and a long
portion 42-3, which is a longer side portion of the J shape,
positioned on the back surface side.

[0037] The J-shaped claw 21-1has alowerend portion
43-1 having a length of 3.0 cm to 4.0 cm in the front and
back direction. The J-shaped claw 21-2 has a lower end
portion 43-2 having a length of 3.0 cm to 4.0 cm in the
front and back direction. The J-shaped claw 21-3 has a
lower end portion 43-3 having a length of 3.0 cm to 4.0
cm in the front and back direction. More preferably, the
lower end portions 43-1 to 43-3 each has a length of 3.5
cm in the front and back direction.

[0038] Theclaws21-1to21-3 each have an upper side
open.
[0039] The claws 21-1to 21-3 are at the same position

in a height direction. Thus, the claws 21-1 to 21-3 are
aligned in the lateral direction. In other words, the claws
21-1 to 21-3 are arranged side by side with the positions
of the inner surfaces of the claws 21-1 to 21-3 aligned.

[0040] Furthermore, as indicated by arrows A in Fig.
1, gaps with a predetermined width in the lateral direction
isformed between the claws 21-1to 21-3. Thus, the claws
21-1 to 21-3 are arranged in the lateral direction at an
interval corresponding to the gap formed to have a pre-
determined width in the lateral direction. The width of the
gap between the claw 21-1 and the claw 21-2 is 1.8 cm
to 2.2 cm. The width of the gap between the claw 21-2
and the claw 21-3 is 1.8 cm to 2.2 cm. Thus, the gaps
between the claws 21-1 to 21-3 each have a width of 1.8
cm to 2.2 cm. More preferably, the width of each of the
gaps between the claws 21-1 to 21-3 is 2.0 cm.

[0041] The short portion 41-1 of the claw 21-1 has a
length of 2.2 cm to 2.7 cm in the vertical direction. The
short portion 41-2 of the claw 21-2 has a length of 2.2
cm to 2.7 cm in the vertical direction. The short portion
41-3 of the claw 21-3 has a length of 2.2 cm t0 2.7 cm in
the vertical direction. More preferably, the short portions
41-1 to 41-3 each have a length of 2.4 cm in the vertical
direction.

[0042] Theshortportions41-1to41-3 ofthe claws21-1
to 21-3 are inclined toward the front surface side while
extending from the lower side to the upper side.

[0043] Thelowerend portions 43-1 to 43-3 of the claws
21-1to21-3 are inclined to extend downward and toward
the back plate 22 from the front surface side.

[0044] The lower end portions 43-1 to 43-3 of the re-
spective claws 21-1 to 21-3 each have an upper side
surface with a bulging shape.

[0045] Furthermore, as indicated by arrow B in Fig. 1,
agap having a predetermined width in the lateral direction
is formed between the side plate 23-1 and the claw 21-1.
Further, as shown by arrow B in Fig. 1, a gap having a
predetermined width in the lateral direction is formed be-
tween the claw 21-3 and the side plate 23-2. The gap
between the side plate 23-1 and the claw 21-1 and the
gap between the claw 21-3 and the side plate 23-2 are
each smaller than each of the gaps between the claws
21-1to0 21-3.
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[0046] Thus, a gap is formed between the side plate
23-1 or 23-2 and any of the claws 21-1 to 21-3 disposed
adjacent to the side plate 23-1 or 23-2.

[0047] A protrusion 51-1is formed on the back surface
side and on the lower side of the side plate 23-1. A pro-
trusion 51-2 is formed on the back surface side and on
the lower side of the side plate 23-2. The soap holder 11
fixed by using the suction cups 81-1 and 81-2 can have
an orientation (the orientation of the claws 21-1 to 21-3
in particular) appropriately maintained, with the protru-
sions 51-1 and 51-2 coming into contact with a vertical
surface of a bowl! of a wash basin or a sink, a vertical wall
of a bathing room, or the like.

[0048] Fig. 6 is a view illustrating a state where the
soap 101 is taken out from the soap holder 11. The soap
101 stored in the soap holder 11 has a lower side sup-
ported by the lower end portions 43-1 to 43-3 of the re-
spective claws 21-1 to 21-3. At the same time, the soap
101 has a back surface side supported by the back plate
22, or has a front surface side supported by the short
portions 41-1to 41-3 of the respective claws 21-1to 21-3.
Furthermore, the soap 101 has a side surface supported
by the side plate 23-1 or 23-2.

[0049] The soap 101 is taken out from the soap holder
11 in the following manner. Specifically, an index finger
and a middle finger facing up are inserted upward from
the bottom side of the soap holder 11 storing the soap,
through the gaps between the claws 21-1 to 21-3, with
the palm facing up. Then, the soap 101 is pushed out
upward with a scooping maneuver using the index finger
and the middle finger inserted through the gaps between
the claws 21-1 to 21-3. Thus, the soap 101 is pushed up.
The scooping maneuver using the index finger and the
middle finger involves a movement of the finger tips to-
ward the front side, whereby the soap 101 is taken out
by being moved over the upper ends of the short portions
41-1 to 41-3 to be on the palm.

[0050] The soap 101 is returned to be stored in the
soap holder 11 in the following manner. Specifically, the
soap 101 placed on the palm is slid on the upper ends
of the short portions 41-1 to 41-3. Then, the soap 101 is
guided, by the inner surfaces of the short portions 41-1
to 41-3 and the side plates 23-1 or 23-2, into the soap
holder 11. In this manner, the soap 101 can be easily
stored in the soap holder 11.

[0051] As described above, the soap holder 11 in-
cludes the claws 21-1 to 21-3, the back plate 22, and the
side plates 23-1 and 23-2. The claws 21-1 to 21-3 are
plate members with an upper side open that have a cross-
section with a J shape in the front and back direction with
the short portions 41-1 to 41-3 serving as shorter side
portions of the J shape positioned on the front surface
side and the long portions 42-1 to 42-3 serving as longer
side portions of the J shape positioned on the back sur-
face side. The claws are aligned along the lateral direc-
tion at an interval corresponding to the gap with the pre-
determined width formed in the lateral direction. With the
back plate 22 having a flat plate shape, the long portions
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42-1 to 42-3 of the plurality of claws 21-1 to 21-3 are
connected to each other to be a single flat surface The
side plates 23-1 and 23-2 that are two side surfaces hav-
ing a flat plate shape are arranged to be oriented in a
direction intersecting with the back plate 22 to serve as
both side surfaces of the soap holder 11.

[0052] The soap 101 is supported by the plurality of
claws 21-1 to 21-3 aligned in the lateral direction at the
interval corresponding to the gap with the predetermined
width formed in the lateral direction. Thus, portions to be
in contact with the soap 101 can be made smaller and
collection of water does not occur, whereby drainage of
the soap 101 can be improved. The claws 21-1 to 21-3
are formed to have the J shape with the short portions
41-1 to 41-3 positioned on the front surface side, and are
aligned in the lateral direction at the interval correspond-
ing to the gap with the predetermined width formed in the
lateral direction. Thus, the soap 101 can be easily taken
out by being scooped through the gap between the claws
21-1 to 21-3. Furthermore, the soap 101 can be easily
stored by being slipped in through the front upper side.
The soap 101 can be scooped while being supported
from below, and thus no strong force needs to be applied
to the soap 101. Thus, deformation is less likely to occur,
even when the soap 101 is softened. All things consid-
ered, the deformation of the soap 101 can be more ef-
fectively prevented.

[0053] Further, the plurality of claws may include the
three claws 21-1 to 21-3. With the three claws 21-1 to
21-3, the scooping maneuver through the gaps between
the claws 21-1 to 21-3 can be easily performed, and the
soap 101 can be supported with a wider surface. Thus,
even if the soap 101 stored is softened, the soap 101
can be prevented from deforming. Furthermore, the width
of the gap between the claws 21-1 to 21-3 may be 1.8
cm to 2.2 cm. With this configuration, the soap 101 can
be easily scooped to be taken out using fingers through
the gaps between the claws 21-1 to 21-3.

[0054] Theshortportions41-1to41-3 ofthe claws21-1
to 21-3 may have a length of 2.2 cm to 2.7 cm in the
vertical direction. With this configuration, the scooping
maneuver for the soap 101 through the gaps between
the claws 21-1 to 21-3 only requires a shorter distance
of upward displacement of the soap 101 for taking out
the soap 101 toward the front side over the upper ends
of the short portions 41-1 to 41-3 of the claws 21-1 to
21-3. The soap 101 can be easily stored by being slipped
in over the upper ends of the short portions 41-1 to 41-3
of the claws 21-1 to 21-3. Thus, the soap 101 can be
more easily taken out and stored. The soap 101 can be
scooped while being supported from below with only a
shorter distance of upward displacement of the soap 101
required for taking out the soap 101 toward the front side
over the upper ends of the short portions 41-1 to 41-3 of
claws 21-1 to 21-3. Thus no strong force needs to be
applied to the soap 101, so thatthe soap 101 is less likely
to deform even when the soap 101 has been softened.
All things considered, the deformation of the soap 101
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can be more effectively prevented.

[0055] Thelowerend portions 43-1to 43-3 of the claws
21-1 to 21-3 may have a length of 3.0 cm to 4.0 cm in
the front and back direction. With this configuration, the
soap 101 is stored with the wide surface of the soap 101
erected. This facilitates the downward flow of water from
the soap 101, whereby the drainage of the soap 101 can
be improved.

[0056] The lowerend portions 43-1to 43-3 of the claws
21-1to 21-3 may have a shape inclined to extend down-
ward and toward the back plate 22 from the front surface
side. With this configuration, the stored soap 101 slips
toward the back plate 22 so that the erection of the flat
surface of the soap 101 is facilitated, whereby the drain-
age of the soap 101 can be more improved. Note that a
section from the lower sides of the short portions 41-1 to
41-3 of the claws 21-1 to 21-3 to the front sides of the
respective lower end portions 43-1 to 43-3 may be
curved.

[0057] The shortportions41-1to41-3 ofthe claws 21-1
to21-3 can have ashape inclined toward the front surface
side while extending from the lower side toward the upper
side. With this configuration, when the soap 101 is
scooped through the gaps between the claws 21-1 to
21-3, the flat surface of the soap 101 is inclined toward
the front side and the soap 101 slips along the short por-
tions 41-1 to 41-3 of the claws 21-1 to 21-3 toward the
front surface side. Thus, the soap 101 can easily climb
over the upper ends of the short portions 41-1 to 41-3 of
the claws 21-1 to 21-3 toward the front side to be taken
out. Due to a large opening on the front surface side, the
soap 101 can be easily stored by being slipped in over
the upper ends of the short portions 41-1 to 41-3 of the
claws 21-1 to 21-3. Thus, the soap 101 can be more
easily taken out and stored. The scooping maneuver with
the support from below results in the soap 101 slipping
toward the front surface side along the short portions
41-1 to 41-3 of the claws 21-1 to 21-3. Thus, the soap
101 can be taken out with a smaller amount of force which
is less likely to lead to deformation even if the soap 101
has been softened. All things considered, the deforma-
tion of the soap 101 can be more effectively prevented.
[0058] Thelowerend portions 43-1to 43-3 of the claws
21-1 to 21-3 may have upper surfaces with a bulging
shape. With this configuration, the soap 101 does not
adhere to the upper surface of the lower end portions
43-1to 43-3, whereby water flow through the claws 21-1
to 21-3 is facilitated so that the drainage of the soap 101
can further be improved.

[0059] A gap may be formed between the side plate
23-1 or 23-2 and any of the claws 21-1 to 21-3 disposed
adjacent to the side plate 23-1 or 23-2. With this config-
uration, smooth flow of water is achieved through the gap
between the side plate 23-1 or 23-2 and any one of the
claws 21-1 to 21-3, whereby the drainage of the soap
101 can further be improved.

[0060] All things considered, it is possible to improve
drainage of soap, to enable soap to be more easily taken
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out and stored, and to more effectively prevent deforma-
tion of soap.

[0061] The fixing of the soap holder 11 to the vertical
surface of the bowl, the vertical wall, or the like is not
limited to the suction cups 81-1 and 81-2. The fixing can
also be achieved with a screw, magnet, or adhesive dou-
ble-sided tape.

[0062] The plurality of claws are the three claws 21-1
to 21-3 in the description. However this should not be
construed in a limiting sense, and four claws may be
used.

[0063] Embodiments of the present invention are not
limited to the above-described embodiment, and various
modifications can be made without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

Reference Signs List

[0064]

11 Soap holder
21-1to0 21-3 Claw

22 Back plate
23-1and 23-2  Side plate

24-1 and 24-2  Suction cup holder
41-1t0 41-3 Short portion
42-1to 42-3 Long portion
43-11043-3 lower end portion
51-1 and 51-2  Protrusion
81-1and 81-2  Suction cup
Claims

1. A soap holder comprising:

a plurality of claws each including plate mem-
bers with a cross-section of a J shape in a front
and back direction, the plate members having
short portions serving as shorter side portions
of the J shape positioned on afront surface side,
long portions serving as longer side portions of
the J shape positioned on a back surface side,
and an upper side open, the claws being aligned
along a lateral direction at an interval corre-
sponding to a gap with a predetermined width
formed in the lateral direction;

a back plate having a plate shape with which the
long portions of the plurality of claws are con-
nected to each other to be a single flat surface;
and

two side plates having a plate shape that are
arranged to be oriented in a direction intersect-
ing with the back plate to serve as both side sur-
faces.

2. The soap holder according to claim 1,
wherein the claws include three claws.
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3.

The soap holder according to claim 1,
wherein a width of the gap between the claws is 1.8
cmto 2.2 cm.

The soap holder according to claim 1,
wherein the short portions of the claws have a length
of 2.2 cm to 2.7 cm in a vertical direction.

The soap holder according to claim 1,
wherein lower end portions ofthe claws have alength
of 3.0 cm to 4.0 cm in a front and back direction.

The soap holder according to claim 1,

wherein lower end portions of the claws are inclined
to extend downward and toward the back plate side
from the front surface side.

The soap holder according to claim 1,

wherein the short portions of the claws are inclined
toward the front surface side while extending from a
lower side toward an upper side.

The soap holder according to claim 1,
wherein lower end portions of the claws have upper
surfaces with a bulging shape.

The soap holder according to claim 1,
wherein gaps are formed between the side plates
and the claws disposed adjacent to the side plates.
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