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(54) LANYARDS

(67)  This invention relates to a lanyard. The lanyard
comprises an elongate material having opposing front
and back faces, the front face being printed. The lanyard
further comprises first, second and third sections, the
first, second and third sections being disposed sequen-
tially along the length of the lanyard such that the second

FIGURE 1

section is located between the first and third sections.
The second section has a cross-sectional width which is
less than a cross-sectional width of both of the first and
third sections. The lanyard is arranged such that, in use,
the printed front face is visible.
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to lanyards.

[0002] A lanyard is a strap or cord which is worn about
the neck, shoulder or wrist, most commonly the neck,
and which is used to carry small items such as identifi-
cation cards, access passes, keys, tickets or medals, or
to aid in supporting large items such as trays or medical
devices.

[0003] Lanyards are used in a wide range of environ-
ments, and typically have a means of attachment such
as a clip, wallet, ski reel, or tag, which is designed to
contain or to which can be attached the relevant means
of identification, security pass, ticket etc. Inindustry, lan-
yards are often supplied by employers for employees to
carry information which it is desirable to have on view or
to have easy access to, such as security passes, access
passes and/or ID cards. Venues such as exhibition cen-
tres and trade shows often supply lanyards as a means
of carrying and displaying tickets and exhibitor passes.
They may also be used at concerts and sporting events
for holding and displaying tickets and/or passes.

[0004] It is known to make lanyards from a range of
materials. They are typically formed of a simple, flat piece
of fabric or braid of sufficient length to extend about the
wearer’s neck (or wrist) and to reach the middle of the
chest. The two ends of the fabric or braid are normally
stitched or welded together, to formaloop whichis placed
about the wearer’s neck (or wrist). Normally, lanyards
are between about 10 mm and 20 mm in width along their
entire length, as this is a sufficient width to display simple
printed text, whilst still being comfortable for the wearer.
[0005] Lanyardswhichhave printing on the surface (eg
promotional information) are commonly known. As lan-
yards are typically mass-produced items, a single design
of lanyard bearing a promotional message is designed
for a workplace or event, and individual information (eg
security or ID information) is contained in the security
pass, ID card, or ticket, which is attached to the lanyard.
[0006] However, ID and security cards for use in this
arrangement typically have low quality pictures and, in
use, are positioned some way from the wearer’s face
such that it is difficult to simultaneously view the wearer’'s
face and their picture on the card. This increases the risk
that someone wearing an incorrect ID badge would not
be identified.

[0007] The pass, ID card, ticket or other item attached
to the lanyard necessarily carries a manufacturing cost,
and can be heavy and/or unwieldy to wear. Normal move-
ment by the wearer can cause the attachment to swing
creating a pendulum effect, both causing annoyance for
the user and giving rise to a risk of entanglement.
[0008] When worn, lanyards often move and twist. In
addition to being awkward for the wearer, this means that
it is necessary for any promotional printing to be applied
to both sides of the lanyard to ensure that it is in view at
all times. This significantly increases the cost of produc-
tion, as well as making it difficult to read the printed in-
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formation and thus reducing the value of using a lanyard
as a means of displaying promotional material.

[0009] There is now provided a lanyard which over-
comes and/or substantially mitigates the above men-
tioned and/or other problems associated with the prior
art.

[0010] Accordingtoafirstaspectoftheinvention, there
is provided a lanyard comprising an elongate material
having opposing frontand back faces, the frontface being
printed, the lanyard comprising first, second and third
sections, the first, second and third sections being dis-
posed sequentially along the length of the lanyard such
that the second section is located between the first and
third sections, the second section having a cross-sec-
tional width which is less than a cross-sectional width of
both of the first and third sections, and the lanyard being
arranged such that, in use, the printed front face is visible.
[0011] The lanyard of the invention is a strap or band
which is intended to be worn about the neck, shoulder or
wrist. In particular, the lanyard of the invention may be
worn about the neck. The ends of the lanyard may be
joined to form a loop which can be worn about the neck
(or wrist, or shoulder).

[0012] The lanyard of the invention comprises an elon-
gate material. The lanyard may be formed of an elongate
material. The elongate material may be flat, and may be
a strip of material of sufficient length to extend around
the back of the neck of the wearer and down and extend
on the wearer’s front down to their mid-torso.

[0013] The elongate material may be a knitted, woven
or nonwoven material. It may be a flexible material that
conforms to the shape of the body when worn, and does
not easily crease. The elongate material may have a sub-
stantially flat surface, suitable for printing, for example
digital printing.

Additives may be included in the fabric to increase com-
fort for the wearer or to improve other features of the
lanyard. Alternatively or additionally, coatings and/or fin-
ishes may be applied to the yarn to affect the appearance,
for example making it brighter or more attractive. Addi-
tives include silicone or other softeners which improve
the feel of the material and so increase the wearer’s com-
fort. Bright trilobal yarns may be incorporated into the
fabric to increase brightness, thus increasing the impact
of any promotional or other printed information which is
printed on the surface of the lanyard. Additives may also
be incorporated into the fabric to improve hygiene, for
example, antimicrobial agents may be used to reduce
pathogen contamination and repel or reduce odour in
lanyards which are intended to be worn repeatedly, coat-
ings may be applied to repel dirt, and/or wicking yarns or
wicking coating treatments may be incorporated to facil-
itate the wicking properties of the lanyard fabric, helping
to remove sweat and thus increase the wearer’s comfort.
[0014] The lanyard of the invention has opposing front
and back faces, that is, the elongate fabric from which
the lanyard is formed has a front face and a back face,
the front and back faces being on opposing sides. The
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front face of the elongate fabric is printed, and is visible
while the lanyard is being worn. The back face of the
elongate fabric may or may not be printed, and may be
invisible, or only minimally visible, when the lanyard is
worn correctly.

[0015] Itisimportantthatthe lanyardiswornthe correct
way round, so that the printed front face is visible. The
biggest hurdle to achieving this is compliance by the
wearer, or the willingness of the wearer to wear the lan-
yard the correct way round. To that end, the back face
may include features which make the wearer desirous of
wearing the lanyard the correct way round. For example,
the back face of the lanyard may include stitching or folds
which look untidy, or may carry a printed message which
encourages the user to display the front face of the lan-
yard. Alternatively or additionally, the structure of the lan-
yard may be such that it only lies flat on the body when
worn the correct way round, and twists or distorts when
worn incorrectly.

[0016] Thefrontface ofthe elongate materialis printed.
The front face may be digitally printed. Digital printing
enables high quality, multi-colour images to be applied
to the lanyard. Digital printing also permits short print
runs enabling small quantities, or even individual lan-
yards, to be produced to a specific specification.

[0017] The use of high quality digital images also mean
that ID information can be applied directly or indirectly to
the fabric of the lanyard, without the need for a pendant
card or pass to be attached. For example, identification
photographs of the wearer can be printed directly onto
the lanyard. Typically, photographs would be printed on
the first and/or third sections of the lanyard in a position
so that, when the lanyard is worn, they are situated near
the shoulder of the wearer. The photographs would thus
be close to the face, and easy to check for security rea-
sons.

[0018] QR codes, barcodes and/or other identification
means may also be printed directly onto a lanyard, ena-
bling the lanyard itself to be used as a security pass,
ticket or authorisation without the need for a separate
pass.

[0019] High quality digital printing also enables good
quality promotional material to be printed onto the lan-
yard, which may be desirable at exhibitions and trade
shows, where sponsors wish to have their branding vis-
ible to all visitors. The lanyard of the invention is arranged
such that, in use, the printed front face of the lanyard is
visible, ensuring that high quality promotional material is
visible at all times, giving a greater impact than may be
achieved with lanyards of the prior art.

[0020] The significant cost of digital printing has previ-
ously meant that it was cost prohibitive to use digital print-
ing on lanyards, as the cost of printing was often more
than the cost of the lanyard itself. It may therefore be
preferable for the elongate material to only be printed on
the front face, with the back face not being printed. As
the lanyard is arranged such that the front face is visible,
any information printed on the front face will be visible
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during normal use.

[0021] A further advantage of the use of digital printing
is that it enables bespoke lanyards, or small numbers of
lanyards, to be economically produced in an automated
process. This enables, for example, an employer to use
the lanyard of the invention as an ID or security tag, or
for conferences or other events to use lanyards as a ticket
or exhibitor pass. Automation allows bespoke printing
where the labour cost would previously have been pro-
hibitive. In addition, the arrangement of the lanyard such
that the printed front face of the lanyard is visible means
that it is not necessary for the back face of the lanyard
to be printed, again reducing the cost of manufacture and
making it possible to print a lanyard in a single run.
[0022] Production of the lanyard may be carried out in
batches, with individual lanyards separable by means of
tearing or cutting along a perforated line. Where multiple
lanyards are ordered they may be supplied individually
or as a chain, the chain being separable by tearing or
cutting along a perforated line. Multiple lanyards may al-
ternatively be supplied in a set arranged in a predeter-
mined sequence (eg in ticket number order), with each
lanyard attached to the set by means of a detachable
tab. In order to dispense a lanyard, the desired lanyard
is identified in the set and removed from the detachable
tab, for example by cutting or tearing along a perforated
line. The detachable tab may be retained by the dispens-
er as evidence that the lanyard has been dispensed.
[0023] Dependingonthe environmentin which the lan-
yard is intended to be used, and its desired functionality,
other security means may be incorporated either into the
elongate material, or into the printed images. These in-
clude but are not limited to embedding an RF tag or mi-
crochip into the elongate material, including conductive
materials (eg copper or steel) in the elongate material
incorporating GPS, GSM and/or Bluetooth technology for
location detection, and/or applying a watermark, ultravi-
olet inks, a hologram and/or other authentication tech-
nology to prevent counterfeiting.

[0024] It is believed that the provision of a bespoke
printed lanyard as a means of identification is new, and
according to a second aspect of the invention there is
therefore provided a lanyard comprising an elongate ma-
terial having opposing front and back faces, the front face
being printed with at least one form of personal identifi-
cation, the lanyard being arranged such that, in use, the
printed front face is visible.

[0025] "Personal identification", within the context of
the invention, means a form of identification which is spe-
cific to an individual and is intended to identify that indi-
vidual. Personal identification includes, but is not limited
to, a name, an identifying number (eg ticket number, or-
der number, employee number, visitor number etc), pho-
tograph, individual barcode or individual QR code. Any
feature describedinrelation to one aspectof the invention
is hereby also disclosed in combination with the other
aspects of the invention.

[0026] The lanyard of the first aspect comprises first,
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second and third sections. The lanyard of the second
aspect may comprise first, second and third sections.
Thefirst, second and third sections are disposed sequen-
tially along the lanyard. That is, they are disposed one
after the other along the length of the elongate material.
The second section is disposed between the first and
third sections, with the first, second and third sections
extending longitudinally along the length of the elongate
material.

[0027] The second section may, when worn, extend
about the neck of the wearer, while the first and third
sections may extend from the shoulder down the front of
the torso.

[0028] The first and third sections may be the same
length, or may be of different lengths, and may be be-
tween approximately 200mm and 450mm long, or be-
tween about 250mm and about 400mm long. The second
section may be of sufficient length that it extends only
around the back of the neck of the wearer, between the
wearer’s shoulders. The second section may be approx-
imately 100-500mm, 200-500mm or 230-500mm long.
[0029] In the first aspect of the invention, the second
section has a cross-sectional width which is less than a
cross sectional width of both of the first and third sections.
In the second aspect of the invention, the second section
may have a cross-sectional width which is less than a
cross sectional width of both of the first and third sections.
The cross-sectional width is the width of the elongate
material measured perpendicular to the longitudinal axis,
which extends along the length of the elongate material.
It has been found that the presence of a narrowed section
positioned about the neck increases comfort forthe wear-
er, as it prevents the edges of the lanyard from rubbing
on their neck.

[0030] Any of the first, second or third sections may
have a consistent width along the length of the section,
or may vary in width along their length. In particular, any
or all of these sections may have a taper either along a
portion of its length, and/or may taper at the end of the
section, particularly at the transition between the different
sections. Thus, the minimum cross-sectional width of the
second section may be less than the maximum cross-
sectional width of the first and third sections. Additionally
or alternatively, the mean average cross-sectional width
ofthe second section may be less than the mean average
cross-sectional width of the first and third sections.
[0031] The cross-sectional width of the second section
may be, or may have a mean average of between about
1mm and 20mm, 5mm and 20mm or 10mm and 20mm.
[0032] The cross-sectional width of the first and third
sections may be the same or different. The cross-sec-
tional width of the first and third sections may independ-
ently be, or may have a mean average of between about
20mm and about 70mm, or between about 25mm and
60mm, for example 30mm or 40mm. Thus, the first and
third sections may be wider both than the second section,
and wider than conventional lanyards known in the art.
[0033] It has been found that having the first and third
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sections with widths falling within the ranges described
above provides sufficient space for a high quality, recog-
nisable image of a human face to be printed onto the
lanyard. The inclusion of wide first and third sections is
enabled by the presence of the narrower second section,
which improves comfort for the wearer who may other-
wise find a broad band about the back of the neck un-
comfortable. The ability to produce a broader lanyard en-
ables a larger range of high quality printed identification
and promotional information to be applied to the fabric,
as well as recognisable facial images.

[0034] The lanyard may be produced from a unitary
piece of fabric, or may be produced from a plurality of
lengths of fabric which have been joined together by any
appropriate means known in the art, for example, sewn,
sonic welded, glued, otherwise bonded, clipped, tagged
or stapled. Where a plurality of lengths of fabric are joined
together they may correspond to the first, second and
third sections and may have different widths and/or may
have a different fabric composition. For example, the fab-
ric used to form the second section which passes about
the wearer’s neck may be designed to increase comfort,
and may therefore be a softer material or one with impact
absorbent properties.

[0035] Particularly where the lanyard is produced from
a unitary piece of fabric, the narrower second section
may be produced by any suitable method which results
in the formation of a narrower section of fabric. In one
embodiment, the fabric may be shaped during manufac-
ture or cut after manufacture to form a scalloped edge
along the length of the second section, such that the elon-
gate fabric narrows along one or both edges.

[0036] Alternatively, the narrowed second section may
be formed by folding the fabric in the region of the second
section. In one embodiment, the fabric of the second sec-
tion may be folded such that the outer edges of the elon-
gate material meet along the length of the second section.
The outer edges may then be sealed together by stitching
orwelding, and/orthe two layers of fabric may be stitched,
welded, glued or joined by any other means known in the
art at each end of the second section, and/or at intervals
along the second section. This folded structure creates
a pocket of air within the fold, which absorbs movement
and increases comfort for the wearer.

[0037] In an alternative embodiment, the two outer
edges along the length of the portion of fabric forming
the second section may be folded across the centre of
fabric such that they overlap, or are folded towards each
other such that the join is concealed, and sealed in place
using stitching, sonic welding, gluing, stapling or any oth-
er suitable means at each end of the second section, at
intervals along the folds, and/or along the length of the
fold. Again, this creates a pocket of air within the fold,
and helps to conceal the edges of the fabric which may
cause irritation against the neck.

[0038] In embodiments where the second section is
narrowed by folding the fabric, a section of reinforcing
fabric may be incorporated into the fold at each end of
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the second section, and held in place by the bonding
means used to hold the fold in place. It has been found
that the inclusion of reinforcing fabric at each end of the
second section helps the lanyard to lay flat on the neck
of the wearer at this point, enabling any printed informa-
tion to be clearly visible.

[0039] Features may beincorporated to encourage the
lanyard to lie flat about the wearer’s shoulders, for ex-
ample, a small fold or tuck located at each end of the
second section has been found to help the lanyard lie flat
when it is worn the correct way round, while distorting
the lanyard if it is worn back-to-front, thus encouraging
compliance by the wearer.

[0040] Othercomponents may beincorporatedintothe
second section to increase the wearer’s comfort. For ex-
ample, fabric, spacer fabric or sponge material may be
bonded to the fabric of the second section, or may be
folded or rolled into the fabric of the second section to
create a cushioned area to increase wearability.

[0041] The lanyard is arranged such that, when worn,
the printed front face of the lanyard is visible. The lanyard
is arranged such that, when worn, the front face is reliably
visible, and may be arranged such that substantially none
of the back face of the lanyard is visible. The back face
of the lanyard may include stitching or folds which look
untidy, or may carry a printed message which encourag-
es the user to display the front face of the lanyard. Alter-
natively or additionally, the structure of the lanyard may
be such that it only lies flat on the body when worn the
correct way round, and twists or distorts when worn in-
correctly.

In some embodiments, the first and third sections may
join at an attachment point. The first and third sections
may join at an attachment point in a "V" shape, and the
"V" shape may have an acute angle of between 5° and
60°, or of between 10° and 50°, or of between 20° and
40°, or of between 25° and 35°, for example 27°, 28°,
29°,30°, 31° or 32°. At the "V" shaped attachment point,
the front face of one of the first and third sections may
come into contact with the back face of the other of the
first and third sections, ie such that the front face of the
lanyard on both the first section and the third section face
the same general direction, eg outwardly facing when
worn. That is, one of the first and third sections may par-
tially overlay the other of the first and third sections at
the attachment point. It has been found that, where the
first and third sections join at an attachment point in a
"V" shape, particularly with an angle as described above
and in the overlaying manner as described above, the
lanyard lays flat on the chest of the user when the lanyard
is worn with the printed front face exposed, preventing
twisting and distortion of the lanyard. If the lanyard is
worn back-to-front, the "V" shape will not lay flat on the
chest of the user but cause the lanyard to distort, dis-
couraging the wearer from wearing the lanyard the wrong
way round.

[0042] The first and third sections may join at an at-
tachment point in a "V" shape as described in the pre-
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ceding paragraph, wherein the front face of both the first
and third sections are on the same face of the "V", that
is, that the first and third sections are orientated such that
the frontface of both the first and third sections are visible
simultaneously. This arrangement means that, when
worn, only the printed front face of the lanyard is visible:
substantially none of the back face of the lanyard is vis-
ible. This orientation also resists twisting and distortion
of the lanyard as the wearer moves.

[0043] The lanyard may be formed from an elongate
material comprising two free ends. In this embodiment,
the attachment point may be a point at which two points
at or close to the free ends of the elongate fabric are
bonded together to form a "V" shape, the first and third
sections being defined by being either side of the "V"
shape. After bonding, an end portion at each end of the
elongate material may extend below the attachment
point. The end portion at one end may be longer than the
end portion at the other end, ie the end portion at one
end may extend further below the attachment point than
the end portion at the other end. The longer end portion
may be folded over the shorter end portion, ie to conceal
the shorter end portion from view. After folding, the longer
end portion may be bonded with a face of the lanyard.
[0044] Alternatively, the elongate material may com-
prise a continuous piece of fabric, ie formed as a loop of
fabric. In this embodiment, the attachment point may be
a point at which the continuous piece of fabric is bonded
and folded to form the required "V" shape, the first and
third sections being defined by being either side of the
"V" shape. After bonding, an end portion of the continu-
ous piece of fabric may extend below the attachment
point, and may have the form of a loop of material. The
end portion may be folded backwardly, ie away from the
front face of the lanyard and towards the back face of the
lanyard, and bonded with the back face of the lanyard.
[0045] The attachment point may alternatively be an
additional component. The attachment point may be an
attachment member, to which the first and third sections
are attached. The attachment member may have a V or
U shape, wherein the first and third sections are each
attached to one end of the attachment member. The at-
tachment member may be formed of any suitable mate-
rial, for example a plastic or textile material.

[0046] A fourth section of elongate fabric may extend
below or depend from the attachment point, onto which
further information (for example a barcode or QR code
relating to an access or security pass) can be printed.
This section may be formed integrally with the lanyard.
A clip, wallet, tag or similar may also be coupled to the
attachment point or to the fourth section, to permit the
accompanying use of removable/interchangeable ID or
passes.

[0047] Where the lanyard is formed from an elongate
material comprising two free ends, and the attachment
point is a point at which two points at or close to the free
ends of the elongate material are bonded together to form
a "V" shape, the longer end portion may form the fourth
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section of elongate material that extends below or de-
pends from the attachment point. The longer end portion
may fold forwardly, ie away from the back face of the
lanyard and towards the front face of the lanyard, to fold
over the shorter end portion. An intermediate part of the
longer end portion may be bonded to a point close to the
attachment point, and may be folded back over itself,
such that the remainder of the longer end portion de-
pends from the attachment point, and extends below the
attachment point when worn. The folding and bonding of
the longer end portion may be arranged to substantially
align the longer end portion, and hence the fourth section
of the elongate material, with a bisecting axis of the "V"-
shaped attachment point. For example, the bonding of
the intermediate part of the longer end portion close to
the attachment point may be along a bonding line that is
substantially perpendicular to the bisecting axis of the
"V"-shaped attachment point.

[0048] However, where no fourth section of elongate
fabric is present, the longer end portion may fold back-
wardly, ie away from the front face of the lanyard and
towards the back face of the lanyard, to fold over the
shorter end portion. A point at or close to the free end of
the longer end portion may be bonded to point at or close
to the free end of the shorter end portion. This allows the
free ends of the end portions to be concealed during use
of the lanyard.

[0049] Where the first and third sections join at an at-
tachment pointin a "V" shape, the first and third sections
may further join at a second attachment point. The sec-
ond attachment point may be positioned towards the sec-
ond section from the first attachment point, ie upwardly
of the first attachment point when worn by a user. The
firstand third sections may join at the second attachment
point by stitching, sonic welding, gluing, stapling or any
other suitable means. The second attachment may be
positioned between 5mm and 50mm, or between 10 and
30mm from the first attachment point. This prevents twist-
ing of the lanyard and helps to ensure that the lanyard
lays flat against a wearer with the printed face facing
outwardly, particularly when the wearer is wearing an
open neck collar.

[0050] Insome embodiments, the elongate fabric may
have a proximal end and a distal end, the proximal end
and the distal end, or points close to the proximal end
and the distal end, of the fabric being fixed together at
an attachment point such that, in use, the front face of
the lanyard is visible. The proximal and the distal ends
of the fabric, or points close to the proximal end and the
distal end, may be fixed together such that, in use, sub-
stantially none of the back face of the lanyard is visible.
The proximal and distal ends of the fabric may be fixed
together by any suitable means, which include stitching,
bonding, gluing and welding.

[0051] The proximal and distal ends of the fabric, or
points close to the proximal end and the distal end, may
be joined together such that the front face of the proximal
end (or a point close thereto) comes into contact with the
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back face of the distal end (or a point close thereto), that
is, that the distal end overlays the proximal end, such
that the front face of the lanyard is uppermost on both
the proximal and distal ends.

[0052] The proximal and distal ends of the fabric (or
points close thereto) may be joined together in a "V"
shape with an angle of between 5° and 60°, or of between
10° and 50°, or of between 20° and 40°, or of between
25° and 35°, for example 27°, 28°, 29°, 30°, 31° or 32°.
This helps the lanyard to lay flat on the chest of the user,
preventing twisting and distortion of the lanyard, and en-
courages the wearer to wear the lanyard in the correct
orientation.

[0053] Where a pointclose to either or both of the prox-
imal or distal end is joined, the remaining length of fabric
between the attachment point and the proximal or distal
end of the fabric may extend below the attachment point
to form the fourth section, onto which further information
(for example a barcode or QR code relating to an access
or security pass) can be printed. A clip, wallet, tag or
similar may also be coupled to the attachment point or
to the fourth section, to permit the additional use of re-
movable/interchangeable ID or passes.

[0054] By "close to" the proximal end or distal end is
meant, in the context of the invention, that the attachment
pointis located within 200mm of the proximal and/or distal
end, or within 150mm of the proximal and/or distal end,
or within 100mm of the proximal and/or distal end.
[0055] Inan alternative embodiment, the elongate ma-
terial may be formed of a continuous loop of fabric. In
this embodiment, the first and third sections may form a
continuous section, broken only by the comparatively
narrowed second section. The lanyard may be shaped
to lie on the body through a series of spaced tucks or
pleats in the first and third sections. Alternatively, the
lanyard may be shaped using a heat press.

[0056] Inany embodiment, the lanyard of the invention
may also comprise at least one fastener., The fastener
may comprise a buttonhole or a clip, for attachment to
the wearer’s clothing, to prevent substantial movement
of the lanyard while it is worn. For example, where
present the fourth section may comprise one or two but-
tonholes which affix to the wearer’s shirt or blouse. Al-
ternatively, the lanyard may comprise one or more clips
which attach to the wearer’s waistband or belt. As well
as preventing movement of the lanyard which may irritate
the wearer, this arrangement reduces the risk of entan-
glement and helps to ensure that the lanyard remains
with the front face visible. The at least one fastener may
be positioned such that it does not overlay a printed por-
tion of the lanyard.

[0057] Inlanyards of the invention, the elongate fabric
may comprise two or more fasteners, eg buttonholes or
clips, for attachment to points on the wearer’s clothing,
wherein the lanyard is not intended to go about the wear-
er’s neck. For example, the lanyard may be formed from
a strip of fabric which is attached to the wearer’s shirt at
two points, the fabric of the lanyard extending between
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those two points. The two or more fasteners may be po-
sitioned such that they do not overlay a printed portion
of the lanyard.

[0058] The lanyard of the invention may further com-
prise one or more break points, or clips, which release
under a small amount of pressure, to reduce the risk of
entanglement. The break points, or clips, may be ar-
ranged such that they are located away from any security
or identification device, eg a photograph, barcode or
hologram. Particularly where there are multiple break
points or clips, these are located away from any security
or identification device (eg they may be located in the
second section, which sits at the back of the neck) such
that it is not possible to remove or replace a security or
identification device.

[0059] Certain embodiments of the invention will now
be described in further detail by reference to the following
Figures.

Figure 1 - an embodiment of a lanyard according to
the invention;

Figure 2a - a cross sectional view of the lanyard of
Figure 1 along the line X-X;

Figure 2b - an alternative embodiment of the view of
Figure 2a;

Figure 3 - an alternative embodiment of a lanyard
according to the invention

[0060] Figure 1 shows a lanyard 10 comprising a first
section 11 and a third section 13, with a second section
12 disposed between the first and third sections 11, 13
such that the first, second and third sections 11, 12, 13
are disposed sequentially along the length of the lanyard.
The two sides of the second section have been cut out
to form a scalloped shape, giving the second section 12
a narrower cross-sectional width along the line C-C than
the first and third sections 11, 13.

[0061] The front face F of the lanyard is printed, and
carries photographs 14 of the wearer as a form of ID.
The photographs 14 are located about two thirds of the
way along the first and third sections 11, 13, such that
they will be close to the wearer’s face when the lanyard
is worn, enabling easy comparison of the photographs
to the wearer’s face.

[0062] When worn, the front face F of the lanyard is
visible, while the back face B of the lanyard faces the
body and is substantially invisible.

[0063] The lanyard 10 is formed from a single piece of
elongate material having a distal end 16 on the first sec-
tion 11 and a proximal end 15 on the third section 13 (see
Figures 2a and 2b). The distal end 16 of the elongate
material is joined to a point approximately 5-100mm from
the proximal end 15in a folded arrangement, as depicted
in Figures 2a and 2b.

[0064] The first and third sections 11, 13 meetin a "V"
shape, with the distal end 16 of the fabric abutting the
underside (the back face) of the second section 13 at a
point slightly further than 100mm from the proximal end
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15. The second section 13 is folded over the distal end
16, before being folded back on itself at a point approx-
imately 100mm from the proximal end 15, forming the
depending section 18. When the second section 13 is
folded back on itself, the angle is adjusted such that the
resulting depending section 18 hangs vertically. The fold
is sealed by a line of stitching across the width of the
elongate material 17.

[0065] In the alternative embodiment shown in Figure
2b, a 20-50mm portion of fabric at the distal end 16 of
the lanyard is folded and sealed against the back face of
the first section 11, such that the front face of the folded
portion is exposed. This creates a folded distal end 19,
while the distal end 16 is sealed to the underside of the
first section 11. The first and third sections 11, 13 meet
in a "V" shape, with the folded distal end 19 of the fabric
abutting the underside (the back face) of the second sec-
tion 13 at a point slightly further than 100mm from the
proximal end 15. The second section 13 is folded over
the folded distal end 19, before being folded back on itself
at a point approximately 100mm from the proximal end
15, forming the depending section 18, and leaving the
distal end 16 exposed. When the second section 13 is
folded back on itself, the angle is adjusted such that the
resulting depending section 18 hangs vertically. The fold
is sealed by a line of stitching across the width of the
elongate material 17.

[0066] This results in a portion of the front face F ad-
jacent to the distal end 16 being visible from the reverse
side of the lanyard, onto which a printed message may
be applied encouraging the wearer to wear the lanyard
the correct way round. This also creates an unsightly
appearance on the reverse of the lanyard, again encour-
aging the wearer to wear the lanyard the correct way
around.

[0067] The depending section 18 may optionally be
folded towards the back of the lanyard and sealed along
the line of stitching 17 to provide the depending section
18 with a double thickness of fabric, wherein the printing
on the front face F (eg a barcode) will appear on both
sides for ease of use.

[0068] The folded arrangement shown in Figures 2a
and 2b provides a depending section 18 which may be
printed with an access pass (eg a QR code or barcode),
making it easy for the wearer to access such a pass for
moving through a secure building.

[0069] Figure 3 depicts a lanyard 30 comprising a first
section 31 and a third section 33, with a second section
32 disposed between the first and third sections 31, 33,
such that the first, second and third sections 31, 32, 33
are disposed sequentially along the length of the lanyard.
In the second section 32, the edges of the section are
folded towards the back face of the lanyard so that they
overlap, with the fold being held in place by regular lines
of stitching 34. The lines of stitching 34 may equally be
lines of welding, glue, or other suitable bonding means,
and the fold may additionally or alternatively be bonded
along the length of the fold.
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The lanyard 10 is formed from a single piece of elongate
material having a proximal end 35 on the first section 31
and a distal end 36 on the third section 33. The first and
third sections 31, 33 meet at a point 37 approximately
90mm from the proximal and distal ends 35, 36, at an
angle A of approximately 29°. The first and third sections
31, 33 are joined together along the edge of the fabric
by stitching or welding between the point 37 at which they
meet and the proximal and distal ends 35, 36. The prox-
imal and distal ends 35, 36 are folded towards the back
of the lanyard by approximately 10mm to provide a neat
finish, and to form a loop to which a clip 38 may be at-
tached for the connection of a wallet or additional card
or pass.

[0070] This structure will only lay flat on the wearer
when it is worn the correct way round; when worn back-
to-front, the "V" shaped join distorts the shape of the lan-
yard such that it does not lay flat on the user’s chest, and
looks unsightly.

Claims

1. A lanyard comprising an elongate material having
opposing front and back faces, the front face being
printed, the lanyard comprising first, second and third
sections, the first, second and third sections being
disposed sequentially along the length of the lanyard
such that the second section is located between the
first and third sections, the second section having a
cross-sectional width which is less than a cross-sec-
tional width of both of the first and third sections, and
the lanyard being arranged such that, in use, the
printed front face is visible.

2. Alanyard according to Claim 1 wherein, in use, sub-
stantially none of the back face is visible.

3. Alanyard according to any preceding claim, wherein
the front face is digitally printed.

4. A lanyard according to Claim 3, wherein the digital
printing includes at least one form of personal iden-
tification printed on the first and/or third sections.

5. Alanyard according to any preceding claim, wherein,
in use, the second section extends between the
wearer’s shoulders, and/or wherein the second sec-
tion is between 200mm and 500mm long.

6. Alanyard according to any preceding claim, wherein
the mean average cross-sectional width of the sec-
ond section is between about 1Tmm and 20mm,
and/or wherein the mean average cross-sectional
width of the first and third sections is between about
20mm and about 70mm.

7. Alanyard according to any preceding claim, wherein
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

the section of the elongate material which forms the
second section is folded.

Alanyard according to any preceding claim, wherein
thefirstand third sections join atan attachment point.

Alanyard according to any preceding claim, wherein
thefirstand third sections are joined at an attachment
point in a "V" shape.

A lanyard according to Claim 9, wherein the "V"
shape has an acute angle of between 10° and 50°,
or between 20° and 40°.

Alanyard according to any of Claims 8 to 10, wherein
a fourth section of elongate fabrics depends from the
attachment point.

A lanyard according to any of Claims 1 to 7, wherein
the elongate fabric has a proximal end and a distal
end, and the proximal and distal end, or points close
to the proximal and distal end, are joined together
such that the front face of the proximal end, or a point
close thereto, is in contact with the back face of the
distal end, or a point close thereto.

A lanyard according to Claim 12, wherein the prox-
imal and distal ends, or points close to the proximal
and distal ends, are joined together in a "V" shape
with an acute angle of between 20° and 40°.

Alanyard according to Claim 12 or Claim 13, wherein
the proximal and distal end, or a point within 150mm
of the proximal or distal end, are joined together such
that the front face of the proximal end, or a point
within 150mm of the proximal end, is in contact with
the back face of the distal end, or a point within
150mm of the distal end.

Alanyard according to any preceding claim, wherein
the lanyard further comprises at least one fastener
for attachment to a wearer’s clothing.
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