
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
56

1 
58

7
A

2
*EP003561587A2*

(11) EP 3 561 587 A2
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
30.10.2019 Bulletin 2019/44

(21) Application number: 19170718.1

(22) Date of filing: 23.04.2019

(51) Int Cl.:
G02F 1/295 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
KH MA MD TN

(30) Priority: 27.04.2018 US 201862663897 P
20.03.2019 US 201916359789

(71) Applicant: Honeywell International Inc.
Morris Plains, NJ New Jersey 07950 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• PUCKETT, Matthew Wade

Morris Plains, NJ New Jersey 07950 (US)
• KRUEGER, Neil A.

Morris Plains, NJ New Jersey 07950 (US)

(74) Representative: Houghton, Mark Phillip
Patent Outsourcing Limited 
Cornerhouse 
1 King Street
Bakewell
Derbyshire DE45 1DZ (GB)
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(57) An emitter configuration layout for an optical
phased array comprises a plurality of emitters arranged
around a perimeter, and a plurality of waveguides, with

each of the waveguides respectively coupled to one of
the emitters. The plurality of emitters are operative to
generate a single far-field peak.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] There are numerous applications for which it is
desirable to steer the direction of emission of a beam of
light without the use of any moving parts. To this end,
efforts have been made to design chip-scale optical
phased arrays based on integrated photonics compo-
nents. While breakthroughs have been made in one-di-
mensional beam steering and, to a lesser extent, two-
dimensional beam steering, improvements in these tech-
nologies are still needed.
[0002] For example, a major limitation currently faced
by two-dimensional beam steering is the inability to space
individual emitters of an array (NxN) close enough to one
another, which ideally should be at one-half wavelength
(lambda/2). This results from the requirement for optically
isolated waveguides to propagate among the emitters.
This limitation translates to a limited steering range, as
well as an increased number of emitted beams and a
reduced power level in the beam of interest.

SUMMARY

[0003] An emitter configuration layout for an optical
phased array comprises a plurality of emitters arranged
around a perimeter, and a plurality of waveguides, with
each of the waveguides respectively coupled to one of
the emitters. The plurality of emitters are operative to
generate a single far-field peak.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] Features of the present invention will become
apparent to those skilled in the art from the following de-
scription with reference to the drawings. Understanding
that the drawings depict only typical embodiments and
are not therefore to be considered limiting in scope, the
invention will be described with additional specificity and
detail through the use of the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a circular emitter
configuration layout for an optical phased array, ac-
cording to one embodiment;

Figures 2A-2C are emission profiles from numerical-
ly generated simulations corresponding to the emit-
ter configuration layout of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of a circular emitter
configuration layout for an optical phased array, ac-
cording to another embodiment;

Figures 4A-4C are emission profiles from numerical-
ly generated simulations corresponding to the emit-
ter configuration layout of Figure 3;

Figure 5 is a schematic diagram of a circular emitter
configuration layout for an optical phased array, ac-
cording to a further embodiment;

Figures 6A-6C are emission profiles from numerical-
ly generated simulations corresponding to the emit-
ter configuration layout of Figure 5;

Figure 7 is a schematic diagram of a circular emitter
configuration layout for an optical phased array, ac-
cording to another embodiment;

Figures 8A-8C are emission profiles from numerical-
ly generated simulations corresponding to the emit-
ter configuration layout of Figure 7;

Figure 9 is a schematic diagram of an emitter con-
figuration layout for an optical phased array, accord-
ing to an alternative embodiment;

Figures 10A-10C are emission profiles from numer-
ically generated simulations corresponding to the
emitter configuration layout of Figure 9;

Figure 11 is a schematic diagram of an emitter con-
figuration layout for an optical phased array, accord-
ing to another alternative embodiment;

Figures 12A-12C are emission profiles from numer-
ically generated simulations corresponding to the
emitter configuration layout of Figure 11;

Figure 13 is a schematic diagram of an emitter con-
figuration layout for an optical phased array, accord-
ing to a further alternative embodiment; and

Figures 14A and 14B are emission profiles from nu-
merically generated simulations corresponding to
the emitter configuration layout of Figure 13.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0005] In the following detailed description, embodi-
ments are described in sufficient detail to enable those
skilled in the art to practice the invention. It is to be un-
derstood that other embodiments may be utilized without
departing from the scope of the invention. The following
detailed description is, therefore, not to be taken in a
limiting sense.
[0006] Various emitter configurations for optical
phased arrays are disclosed herein. The emitter config-
urations include a plurality of emitters arranged around
a perimeter, and a plurality of waveguides that are each
respectively coupled to one of the emitters. In some em-
bodiments, the emitters can be arranged around the pe-
rimeter such that none of the waveguides are located
between any of the emitters. The emitter configurations
are operative to generate a single far-field peak.

1 2 



EP 3 561 587 A2

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0007] The emitters can be arranged in various geo-
metric patterns or shapes around the perimeter. In prin-
ciple, the perimeter can encompass a variety of different
shapes. In some embodiments, performance is en-
hanced for perimeter shapes possessing greater levels
of radial symmetry. For example, the emitters can form
a circular pattern around the perimeter, an elliptical pat-
tern around the perimeter, a semi-circular pattern around
the perimeter, or the like.
[0008] The present approach solves the problem of pri-
or emitter arrays by rearranging the emitters around a
perimeter. For example, instead of positioning the emit-
ters in an NxN array configuration, the present emitters
can be spaced equidistant along the perimeter, such as
in a circular arrangement with a given radius. In such
embodiments, there is no requirement for waveguides to
pass among the emitters, and so the emitters can be
placed much closer together than in conventional optical
phased arrays.
[0009] An optical phased array based on the present
emitter configurations can be fabricated using integrated
optical waveguides through standard fabrication proc-
esses. For example, the waveguide design can include
a 1xN splitter, N phase modulators (which may operate
based on one of a number of effects), and a configuration
of grating-assisted emitters. Driving electrodes for phase
shifters can be included in the fabrication.
[0010] To operate an optical phased array device with
the present emitter configuration, laser light is injected
into an input waveguide facet. The phases of the N
waveguide arms are controlled to control the direction of
emission of the emitted beam.
[0011] Simulations have verified that various circular
emitter configurations result in an improved steering
range for the emitted beam, as well as better transfer of
optical power into the single beam of interest.
[0012] The present emitter configurations can be im-
plemented in various integrated photonics applications,
light detection and ranging (LiDAR) systems, free-space
optical communication systems, or the like.
[0013] Further details of various embodiments are de-
scribed hereafter with reference to the drawings.
[0014] Figure 1 illustrates an emitter configuration lay-
out 100 for an optical phased array, according to one
embodiment. The emitter configuration layout 100 in-
cludes a plurality of emitters 110 each with a given emitter
spot size, and arranged in a circular pattern, with a given
radius (R), around a perimeter. The emitters 110 are each
coupled to a respective waveguide 120. In this embodi-
ment, there are no waveguides between each of the emit-
ters 110, which provides for a reduced pitch.
[0015] Figures 2A-2C are emission profiles from nu-
merically generated simulations corresponding to emitter
configuration layout 100. Figure 2A is a near-field emis-
sion profile 200 for 36 emitters in a circular configuration
having a radius (R) of 13.5 mm. Figure 2B is a far-field
emission profile 210 of the light generated by the 36 emit-
ters with no steering of a central lobe, and Figure 2C is

a far-field emission profile 220 of the light generated by
the 36 emitters with steering of the central lobe. As shown
in Figures 2B and 2C, a single peak (central lobe) is gen-
erated in the far-field by the circular configuration.
[0016] Figure 3 illustrates an emitter configuration lay-
out 300 for an optical phased array, according to another
embodiment. The emitter configuration layout 300 in-
cludes a plurality of emitters 310 arranged in a circular
pattern, with a given radius (R), around a perimeter. The
emitter configuration layout 300 has a reduced number
of emitters compared to the embodiment of Figure 1. The
emitters 310 are each coupled to a respective waveguide
320. As shown in Figure 3, there are no waveguides be-
tween each of the emitters 310.
[0017] Figures 4A-4C are emission profiles from nu-
merically generated simulations corresponding to emitter
configuration layout 300. Figure 4A is a near-field emis-
sion profile 400 for 25 emitters in a circular configuration
having a radius of 13.5 mm. Figure 4B is a far-field emis-
sion profile 410 of the light generated by the 25 emitters
with no steering of a central lobe, and Figure 4C is a far-
field emission profile 420 of the light generated by the 25
emitters with steering of the central lobe. Note that for
this reduced number of emitters, the quality of the far-
field emission at emission angles sufficiently different
from the central lobe is decreased.
[0018] Figure 5 illustrates an emitter configuration lay-
out 500 for an optical phased array, according to a further
embodiment. The emitter configuration layout 500 in-
cludes a plurality of emitters 510 arranged in a circular
pattern, with a given radius (R), around a perimeter. The
emitter configuration layout 500 has a reduced emitter
spot size compared to the emitter spot size of the em-
bodiment of Figure 1. The emitters 510 are each coupled
to a respective waveguide 520. As shown in Figure 5,
there are no waveguides between each of the emitters
510. Reducing the emitter spot size gives a wider steering
range.
[0019] Figures 6A-6C are emission profiles from nu-
merically generated simulations corresponding to emitter
configuration layout 500. Figure 6A is a near-field emis-
sion profile 600 for 36 emitters in a circular configuration
having a radius of 13.5 mm. Figure 6B is a far-field emis-
sion profile 610 of the light generated by the 36 emitters
with no steering of a central lobe, and Figure 6C is a far-
field emission profile 620 of the light generated by the 36
emitters with steering of the central lobe.
[0020] Figure 7 illustrates an emitter configuration lay-
out 700 for an optical phased array, according to another
embodiment. The emitter configuration layout 700 in-
cludes a plurality of emitters 710 arranged in a circular
pattern, with a given radius (R), around a perimeter. The
emitter configuration layout 700 has an increased con-
figuration radius compared to the embodiment of Figure
1. The emitters 710 are each coupled to a respective
waveguide 720. As shown in Figure 7, there are no
waveguides between each of the emitters 710.
[0021] Figures 8A-8C are emission profiles from nu-
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merically generated simulations corresponding to emitter
configuration layout 700. Figure 8A is a near-field emis-
sion profile 800 for 64 emitters in a circular configuration
having a radius of 27 mm. Figure 8B is a far-field emission
profile 810 of the light generated by the 64 emitters with
no steering of a central lobe, and Figure 8C is a far-field
emission profile 820 of the light generated by the 64 emit-
ters with steering of the central lobe. As shown in Figures
8B and 8C, increasing the configuration radius decreases
the central spot size and reduces the spacing of the fring-
es around the central lobe in the far-field.
[0022] Figure 9 illustrates an emitter configuration lay-
out 900 of an optical phased array, according to a further
embodiment. The emitter configuration layout 900 in-
cludes a plurality of emitters in a dual ring configuration,
including an outer ring of emitters 910a arranged in a
circular pattern with first radius (R1), and an inner ring of
emitters 910b arranged in a circular pattern with a second
radius (R2) that is less than the first radius. The emitters
910a are each coupled to a respective waveguide 920a,
and the emitters 910b are each coupled to a respective
waveguide 920b. The outer ring of emitters 910a are each
positioned so as to be offset from the inner ring of emitters
910b, such that the waveguides 920b coupled to the inner
ring of emitters 910b respectively extend between a pair
of adjacent outer ring emitters 910a.
[0023] Figures 10A-10C are emission profiles from nu-
merically generated simulations corresponding to emitter
configuration layout 900. Figure 10A is a near-field emis-
sion profile 1000 for 72 emitters in a dual ring configura-
tion, with an inner radius (R2) of 10.8 mm. Figure 10B is
a far-field emission profile 1010 of the light generated by
the 72 emitters with no steering of a central lobe, and
Figure 10C is a far-field emission profile 1020 of the light
generated by the 72 emitters with steering of the central
lobe. As shown in Figures 10B and 10C, the dual ring
configuration suppresses the fringes around the central
lobe in the far-field.
[0024] While two concentric rings of emitters are
shown in the embodiment of Figure 9, it should be un-
derstood that three or more concentric rings of emitters
can be used in alternative embodiments, to provide for
even greater fringe suppression.
[0025] Figure 11 illustrates an emitter configuration
layout 1100 of an optical phased array, according to an
alternative embodiment. The emitter configuration layout
1100 comprises a plurality of emitters arranged to have
two independent polarizations, including a first set of
emitters 1110a having a first polarization and a second
set of emitters 1110b have a second polarization that is
different than the first polarization. In one embodiment,
the first set of emitters 1110a are arranged in a first semi-
circular pattern, and the second set of emitters 1110b
are arranged in a second semi-circular pattern that faces
the first semi-circular pattern. The emitters 1110a are
each coupled to a respective waveguide 1120a, and the
emitters 1110b are each coupled to a respective
waveguide 1120b.

[0026] Figures 12A-12C are emission profiles from nu-
merically generated simulations corresponding to emitter
configuration layout 1100. Figure 12A is a near-field
emission profile 1210 for one half of a 36 emitter config-
uration having a radius of 13.5 mm, in which the emitters
have a first polarization. Figure 12B is a near-field emis-
sion profile 1220 for the other half of the 36 emitter con-
figuration, in which the emitters have a second polariza-
tion that is different than the first polarization. Figure 12C
is a far-field emission profile 1230 of the light generated
by the 36 emitter configuration, including a first lobe 1240
generated by the emitters with the first polarization (Fig.
12A), and a second lobe 1250 generated by the emitters
with the second polarization (Fig. 12B).
[0027] While the two beams corresponding to first lobe
1240 and second lobe 1250 are separate beams pos-
sessing orthogonal polarization states, these two beams
can be made to track each other, such that the beams
overlap in the far-field. The orthogonal polarization states
prevent interference between the two beams. This ena-
bles the two beams to contain and transmit separate data
streams, such as polarization multiplexed data, while
minimizing cross-talk between the data streams.
[0028] Figure 13 illustrates an emitter configuration
layout 1300 of an optical phased array, according to a
further alternative embodiment. The emitter configura-
tion layout 1300 comprises a plurality of emitters ar-
ranged to have two independent phase gradients in a
circular pattern. A first set of emitters 1310a have a first
phase gradient and are alternatingly arranged with a sec-
ond set of emitters 1310b having a second phase gradi-
ent that is different than the first phase gradient. The emit-
ters 1310a are each coupled to a respective waveguide
1320a, and the emitters 1310b are each coupled to a
respective waveguide 1320b.
[0029] Figures 14A and 14B are emission profiles from
numerically generated simulations corresponding to
emitter configuration layout 1300. Figure 14A is a near-
field emission profile 1410 for a 36 emitter configuration
having a radius of 13.5 mm, in which the emitters have
alternating independent phase gradients. Figure 14B is
a far-field emission profile 1420 of the light generated by
the 36 emitter configuration, including a first lobe 1430
and a second lobe 1440. In this implementation, the
beams corresponding to first lobe 1430 and second lobe
1440 are two separate beams that can be independently
steered and controlled.

Example Embodiments

[0030]

Example 1 includes an emitter configuration layout
for an optical phased array, comprising: a plurality
of emitters arranged around a perimeter; and a plu-
rality of waveguides, each of the waveguides respec-
tively coupled to one of the emitters; wherein the
plurality of emitters are operative to generate a single
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far-field peak.

Example 2 includes the emitter configuration layout
of Example 1, wherein the plurality of emitters are
arranged in a circular pattern around the perimeter.

Example 3 includes the emitter configuration layout
of Example 1, wherein the plurality of emitters are
arranged in an elliptical pattern around the perimeter.

Example 4 includes the emitter configuration layout
of Example 1, wherein the plurality of emitters are
arranged in a semi-circular pattern around the pe-
rimeter.

Example 5 includes the emitter configuration layout
of any of Examples 1-4, wherein the plurality of emit-
ters are arranged around the perimeter such that
none of the waveguides are located between any of
the emitters.

Example 6 includes the emitter configuration layout
of any of Examples 1-2, wherein the plurality of emit-
ters are arranged in at least two concentric rings,
including an outer ring of emitters arranged in a cir-
cular pattern with a first radius, and at least one inner
ring of emitters arranged in a circular pattern with a
second radius that is less than the first radius.

Example 7 includes the emitter configuration layout
of Example 6, wherein the outer ring of emitters are
each positioned so as to be offset from the inner ring
of emitters, such that the waveguides coupled to the
inner ring of emitters respectively extend between a
pair of adjacent outer ring emitters.

Example 8 includes the emitter configuration layout
of any of Examples 6-7, wherein the plurality of emit-
ters arranged in at least two concentric rings sup-
press fringes around a central lobe in the far-field.

Example 9 includes the emitter configuration layout
of any of Examples 1-8, wherein the plurality of emit-
ters are implemented in an integrated photonics ap-
plication, a light detection and ranging (LiDAR) sys-
tem, or a free-space optical communication system.

Example 10 includes an optical phased array, com-
prising: a plurality of emitters arranged around a pe-
rimeter, wherein the plurality of emitters include a
first set of emitters having a first polarization, and a
second set of emitters having a second polarization
that is different than the first polarization; and a plu-
rality of waveguides, each of the waveguides respec-
tively coupled to one of the emitters.

Example 11 includes the optical phased array of Ex-
ample 10, wherein the plurality of emitters are ar-

ranged in a circular pattern around the perimeter.

Example 12 includes the optical phased array of Ex-
ample 11, wherein the first set of emitters are ar-
ranged in a first semi-circular pattern, and the second
set of emitters are arranged in a second semi-circular
pattern that faces the first semi-circular pattern.

Example 13 includes the optical phased array of any
of Examples 10-12, wherein a far-field emission pro-
file of light generated by the plurality of emitters in-
cludes a first lobe generated by the first set of emit-
ters with the first polarization, and a second lobe gen-
erated by the second set of emitters with the second
polarization.

Example 14 includes the optical phased array of Ex-
ample 13, wherein each beam corresponding to the
first lobe and the second lobe are separate beams
possessing orthogonal polarization states, wherein
each beam is configurable to track the other beam
such that the beams overlap in the far-field.

Example 15 includes the optical phased array of Ex-
ample 14, wherein the orthogonal polarization states
prevent interference between the beams.

Example 16 includes an optical phased array, com-
prising: a plurality of emitters arranged around a pe-
rimeter, wherein the plurality of emitters include a
first set of emitters having a first phase gradient and
a second set of emitters having a second phase gra-
dient that is different than the first phase gradient,
the first set of emitters alternatingly arranged with
the second set of emitters around the perimeter; and
a plurality of waveguides, each of the waveguides
respectively coupled to one of the emitters.

Example 17 includes the optical phased array of Ex-
ample 16, wherein the plurality of emitters are ar-
ranged in a circular pattern around the perimeter.

Example 18 includes the optical phased array of any
of Examples 16-17, wherein a far-field emission pro-
file of light generated by the plurality of emitters in-
cludes a first lobe generated by the first set of emit-
ters with the first phase gradient, and a second lobe
generated by the second set of emitters with the sec-
ond phase gradient.

Example 19 includes the optical phased array of Ex-
ample 18, wherein each beam corresponding to the
first lobe and the second lobe are separate beams
that are independently steerable and controllable.

[0031] The present invention may be embodied in oth-
er specific forms without departing from its essential char-
acteristics. The described embodiments are to be con-
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sidered in all respects only as illustrative and not restric-
tive. The scope of the invention is therefore indicated by
the appended claims rather than by the foregoing de-
scription. All changes that come within the meaning and
range of equivalency of the claims are to be embraced
within their scope.

Claims

1. An emitter configuration layout for an optical phased
array, comprising:

a plurality of emitters arranged around a perim-
eter; and
a plurality of waveguides, each of the
waveguides respectively coupled to one of the
emitters;
wherein the plurality of emitters are operative to
generate a single far-field peak.

2. The emitter configuration layout of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of emitters are arranged in a circular
pattern around the perimeter.

3. The emitter configuration layout of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of emitters are arranged in an elliptical
pattern around the perimeter.

4. The emitter configuration layout of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of emitters are arranged in a semi-cir-
cular pattern around the perimeter.

5. The emitter configuration layout of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of emitters are arranged around the pe-
rimeter such that none of the waveguides are located
between any of the emitters.

6. The emitter configuration layout of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of emitters are arranged in at least two
concentric rings, including an outer ring of emitters
arranged in a circular pattern with a first radius, and
at least one inner ring of emitters arranged in a cir-
cular pattern with a second radius that is less than
the first radius.

7. The emitter configuration layout of claim 6, wherein
the outer ring of emitters are each positioned so as
to be offset from the inner ring of emitters, such that
the waveguides coupled to the inner ring of emitters
respectively extend between a pair of adjacent outer
ring emitters.

8. The emitter configuration layout of claim 6, wherein
the plurality of emitters arranged in at least two con-
centric rings suppress fringes around a central lobe
in the far-field.

9. The emitter configuration layout of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of emitters are implemented in an inte-
grated photonics application, a light detection and
ranging (LiDAR) system, or a free-space optical
communication system.

10. An optical phased array, comprising:

a plurality of emitters arranged around a perim-
eter, wherein the plurality of emitters comprise:

a first set of emitters having a first polariza-
tion, and a second set of emitters having a
second polarization that is different than the
first polarization; or
a first set of emitters having a first phase
gradient and a second set of emitters having
a second phase gradient that is different
than the first phase gradient, the first set of
emitters alternatingly arranged with the sec-
ond set of emitters around the perimeter;
and

a plurality of waveguides, each of the
waveguides respectively coupled to one of the
emitters.
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