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Description
[0001] The present invention concerns an adapter for
an integrated unit with a bleed valve, a temperature sen-

sor and a pressure sensor for a brake caliper.

Prior art

[0002] As is well known, during the development and
testing operations of the brakes of a new motor vehicle,
itis necessary to measure the temperature and pressure
of the brake fluid. The braking system, and in particular
the brake fluid circuit, must in effect be sized in such a
way thatthe temperature of the brake fluid never reaches,
even in particularly severe conditions, the maximum al-
lowable temperature, beyond which the fluid vaporizes.
Being compressible, gaseous substances such as fluid
vapors and air that may be trapped in the brake fluid do
not allow the pressure required for applying the brakes
to be transmitted.

[0003] Currently, the brake fluid temperature of a ve-
hicle braking system is measured by means of a thermo-
couple applied in a threaded seat with a conical end pro-
vided in an upper part of the brake caliper. In normal
vehicle use, the threaded seat houses a hollow bleed
screw. The bleed screw is penetrated by a central chan-
nelthat serves to remove air bubbles from the brake fluid.
In the test phase, the thermocouple is mounted in the
threaded seat for the bleed screw by means of a threaded
fastening element with a conical end of a shape and size
corresponding to that of the bleed screw.

[0004] Whenever the hydraulic circuit of the braking
system is opened, a bleed is required before closing the
circuit.

[0005] To apply the thermocouple, the bleed screw
must first be removed from its seat in the brake caliper,
then afirst bleed step is carried out, then the thermocou-
ple is applied and the threaded fastener that carries the
thermocouple is tightened. Once the test has been com-
pleted and the temperature has been measured, the ther-
mocouple must be removed, a second bleed operation
must be carried out, and the bleed screw must be re-
mounted on the brake caliper.

[0006] Tomeasurethebrakefluid pressure, a pressure
sensor is currently applied upstream of the brake caliper,
atan intermediate point of the braking system interposed
between arigid supply tube and aflexible tube that brings
the brake fluid to the caliper. In this intermediate position,
a T-connector (three-way) is introduced, which allows
the passage of the brake fluid and also allows a pressure
transducer to be connected. Therefore, to apply the pres-
sure transducer, the hydraulic circuit is opened again,
causing the introduction of considerable quantities of air
into the braking circuit. Part of the air entering the circuit
migrates through the flexible tube towards the brake cal-
iper; another part of the air entering the circuit rises
through the rigid tube towards the hydraulic control unit,
which is located in the engine compartment in a higher
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position than the brake caliper and at the point where the
connection for the pressure sensor is inserted.

[0007] Each bleed procedure requires a certain
number of bleed cycles to completely remove the air. It
is necessary to carry out several subsequent bleed cy-
cles and wait each time for the air bubbles dispersed
inside the tubes to recompose after each bleed cycle to
form larger air bubbles, which are easier to expel.
[0008] The bleed operations described above must be
repeated for each wheel of the vehicle and require the
intervention of two operators, one towork the bleed valve,
the otherto depress the brake pedal frominside the motor
vehicle.

Summary of the invention

[0009] A general object of the present invention is to
overcome the aforementioned inconveniences by meas-
uring the temperature and pressure of the brake fluid in
a simpler and more expeditious way. Another object is
to avoid or at least drastically reduce the introduction of
air into the circuit of the braking system.

[0010] The aforesaid and other objects and advantag-
es, which will be better understood hereinafter, are
achieved according to an aspect of the presentinvention,
by an adapter having the features defined in claim 1.
Preferred embodiments of the adapter are defined in the
dependent claims. According to another aspect, the in-
vention proposes to implement a method as defined in
claim 8.

[0011] The present invention proposes to make an
adapter for an integrated unit with bleed valve, temper-
ature sensor and pressure sensor for a brake caliper; the
adapter allows both for bleeding the brake fluid and for
measuring its temperature and pressure without having
to disconnect the conduits of the hydraulic circuit of the
braking system.

[0012] In summary, an adapter has a hollow body,
which forms an internal cavity, and a connecting append-
age, which has an external thread and an internal pas-
sage. This passage opens at one end of the connecting
appendage and is in fluid communication with the internal
cavity. Two threaded seats are formed in the hollow body,
both open externally and both in fluid communication with
the internal cavity. A first threaded seat is configured to
receive at least one temperature and/or pressure trans-
ducer. A second seat is configured to receive a bleed
screw and has a conical end connection surface tapering
towards and communicating with the internal cavity.

Brief description of the drawings

[0013] The features and advantages of the present in-
vention will become clearer from the detailed description
that follows, provided purely by way of non-limiting ex-
ample. Reference is made to the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:
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Figure 1 is a side view of an adapter according to an
embodiment of the invention;

Figure 2is alongitudinal sectional view of the adapter
along the line II-Il in Figure 1;

Figures 3 and 4 are respective views of the two op-
posite ends of the adapter in Figure 1;

Figure 5 is a side view of a bleed screw applicable
to the adapter of Figure 1;

Figure 6 is a longitudinal sectional view of the bleed
screw along the line VI-VI in Figure 5;

Figure 7 is a longitudinal sectional view of an alter-
native embodiment of the adapter to that of Figure 2;
Figure 8 is a partial perspective view of a brake cal-
iper; and

Figure 9 is a schematic view of the adapter with a
bleed screw and transducer mounted.

Detailed description

[0014] With reference initially to figures 1 to 4, an
adapter, indicated collectively at number 10, comprises
a hollow body 11 that forms an internal cavity 12. The
hollow body 11 is made of rigid material, preferably of
metallic material. For example, the hollow body 11 may
be made of aluminum or aluminum alloys, which may
withstand temperature peaks (800°C-1000°C) due to the
proximity of the brake disc.

[0015] The hollow body 11 forms a connecting append-
age 13 penetrated by an internal passage 14 that opens
externally and is in fluid communication with the internal
cavity 12 of the hollow body 11.

[0016] The connecting appendage 13 has a cylindrical
portion 15 with an external thread 16, which allows screw-
ing into a corresponding threaded bleed seat A formed
in the body B of a brake caliper (Figure 8), to which the
adapter is to be mounted. The threaded bleed seat A of
the brake caliper is the seat into which a traditional bleed
screw may be screwed. During normal use of the vehicle,
the bleed seat Ais closed by a threaded plug (not shown).
[0017] The connecting appendage 13 may have a con-
ical end portion 17, as in the embodiment illustrated, cor-
responding to a traditional conical surface in the bleed
seat A of the brake caliper.

[0018] The connecting appendage 13 allows the
adapter to be mounted in the bleed seat A of the brake
caliper. In the installed condition, the internal passage
14 allows the brake fluid from the body B of the brake
caliper to be introduced into the cavity 12 of the adapter.
[0019] The body 11 of the adapter forms at least two
cylindrical seats with respective internal threads: a first
cylindrical seat 18 with aninternal thread 19 and a second
cylindrical seat 20 with an internal thread 21. Both seats
18 and 20 open to the outside and are in fluid communi-
cation with the internal cavity 12.

[0020] Atleastone ofthe seats 18, 20 has a respective
conical end connection surface 22, 23, tapered towards
the cavity 12 and communicating therewith.

[0021] Thefirst seat 18 is configured to receive a bleed
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screw 24 (Figures 5 and 6) suitable to allow the removal
of air and vapor bubbles from the brake fluid contained
in the cavity 12 and originating from the hydraulic circuit
that activates the brake caliper.

[0022] The bleed screw 24 has a structure that does
not differ significantly from a traditional bleed screw and
has a conical end 25 coupled with or corresponding to
the conical end connection portion 20 of the seat 18. Ac-
cording to a configuration known per se, the bleed screw
24 may have a longitudinal channel 26 which opens at
one end of the screw intended in use to be turned out-
wards, and a transverse channel 27 which opens near
the conical end 25 and communicates with the longitu-
dinal channel 25.

[0023] The outer part of the bleed screw 24 may be
miniaturized for reasons of space so that it does not pro-
trude appreciably from the adapter when mounted there-
to.

[0024] The second threaded seat 20 is configured to
receive a pressure transducer 28 with integrated temper-
ature sensor to measure the temperature and pressure
of the brake fluid introduced into the cavity 12. The inte-
grated transducer 28 is known in the art and does not
need to be described in detail here. For example, an in-
tegrated transducer sold by Kulite Semiconductor Prod-
ucts, Inc. may be installed.

[0025] The transducer 28 may be connected electri-
cally, by means of a cable 29, to a connector 30 contain-
ing the electronics for power supply and management of
the temperature and pressure sensors. The connector
30 is preferably fitted in the wheel arch of the motor ve-
hicle, where the operating temperatures are lower than
in the brake area.

[0026] When the adapter 10 is mounted on the brake
caliper, the connecting appendage is turned downwards
and inserted into the bleed seat A, while the threaded
seats 18, 20 are turned upwards.

[0027] The seats 18, 20 may be identical in shape and
size, which allows the integrated transducer or the bleed
valve to be mounted indifferently in either seat 18, 20.
[0028] The measurement and bleed operations may
be carried out as follows. First of all, the external closure
plug, which normally closes the circuit, is removed from
the seat A of the brake caliper. Then the connecting ap-
pendage 13 of the adapter is screwed into the seat A of
the caliper. An integrated pressure-temperature trans-
ducer 28 is mounted in the first threaded seat 18 of the
adapter. A bleed screw 24 is mounted in the second seat
20. The connector 30 is applied and connected electri-
cally to an electronic control unit (not shown), conven-
iently located in a not excessively hot area of the vehicle
to be tested, typically in the wheel arch. The air in the
circuit is then removed by acting on the bleed screw 24,
which is then closed. The test may then be carried out
by measuring the temperature and the pressure of the
brake fluid through the transducer 28. After the meas-
urements have been made, the connector 30 is discon-
nected, and the adapter 10 is removed from the seat A
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of the brake caliper. A final bleed phase of the brake fluid
is carried out; this bleed phase may be carried out by
applying a traditional bleed screw in the seat A of the
brake caliper, or the same bleed screw 24 unscrewed
from the adapter 10.

[0029] As may be appreciated, due to the configuration
described above, the pressure and temperature of the
brake fluid in a braking system may be measured without
disconnecting the conduits of the hydraulic circuit. Ex-
perimental tests carried out by the Applicant have shown
that the use of an adapter as described above allows an
overall reduction in the preparation and testing time of
approximately 50%. It will be appreciated that the risk of
air being introduced into the braking system and trapped
therein is eliminated. Possible complications linked, ac-
cording to the traditional art, to disconnecting the hydrau-
lic circuit at a height from which any air bubbles intro-
duced into the circuit tended to go up towards the hy-
draulic control unit of the vehicle, are eliminated. The
small size of the adapter allows it to be mounted on vir-
tually any brake caliper, without problems of interference
with mechanical members close to the brake caliper.
[0030] According to one embodiment (Figure 2), the
internal cavity 12 may be obtained as aninternal chamber
12 communicating on one side with the internal passage
14 and communicating directly, on the other side, with
the threaded seats 18, 20.

[0031] Accordingtoan alternative embodiment (Figure
7), the internal cavity 12 may be obtained in the form of
a branched channel obtained within the body 11 of the
adapter. The channel may comprise two conduits 12a,
12b that fork from the internal passage 14 and connect
it respectively to the first 18 and the second seat 20.
[0032] According to a further alternative embodiment
(not shown), the adapter may have two separate and
distinct threaded seats instead of a single threaded seat
for a single integrated temperature and pressure trans-
ducer. According to this variant, a first seat may be used
to mount a pressure sensor and a second threaded seat
may be used to mount a temperature sensor.

[0033] Different aspects and embodiments of the
adapter and the measurement method have been de-
scribed. It is understood that each embodiment may be
combined with any other embodiment. Moreover, without
altering the principle of the invention, the embodiments
and the details of construction may vary widely with re-
spect to those described and illustrated purely by way of
non-limiting example, without thereby departing from the
scope of the invention as defined in the accompanying
claims.

Claims
1. An adapter (10) for an integrated unit with a bleed

valve, a temperature sensor and a pressure sensor
for a brake caliper, the adapter comprising:
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- a hollow body (11), which forms an internal
cavity (12);

- a connecting appendage (13) having an exter-
nal thread (16) and an internal passage (14)
which opens on one end of the connecting ap-
pendage and is in fluid communication with the
internal cavity (12);

- at least a first seat (18) in fluid communication
with the internal cavity (12) and having an inter-
nal thread (19) configured toreceive atleastone
temperature and/or pressure transducer (28);

- at least a second seat (20) in fluid communi-
cation with the internal cavity (12), wherein the
second seat (20) has an internal thread (21)
which is configured to receive a bleed screw
(24), and a conical end connection surface (23)
tapering towards and communicating with the
internal cavity (12).

An adapter according to claim 1, wherein the con-
necting appendage (13) has a cylindrical portion (15)
providing the external thread (16), and a conical end
portion (17).

An adapter according to claim 1 or 2, wherein also
the first seat (18) has a conical end connection sur-
face (22) tapering towards and communicating with
the internal cavity (12).

An adapter according to claim 3, wherein the seats
(18, 20) have a same shape and size.

An adapter according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the internal cavity (12) is shaped as
a chamber (12) communicating on one side with the
internal passage (14) and communicating directly,
on the other side, with both threaded seats (18, 20).

An adapter according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
wherein the internal cavity (12) is shaped as a chan-
nel comprising two conduits (12a, 12b) which bifur-
cate from the internal passage (14) and connect the
internal passage to the first seat (18) and the second
seat (20), respectively.

An adapter according to any one of the preceding
claims, wherein the adapter has a further, third
threaded seat, distinct and separate from the first
and second threaded seats (18, 20), the third thread-
ed seatbeing in fluid communication with the internal
cavity (12) and having an internal thread configured
to receive a temperature or pressure sensor.

A method of measuring the temperature and pres-
sure of the brake fluid in a braking system of a motor

vehicle, the method comprising the steps of:

providing an adapter (10) according to any one
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of the preceding claims,

applying the adapter (10) to a brake caliper of a
motor vehicle by screwing the threaded con-
necting appendage (13) into a threaded bleed
seat (A) formed in the body (B) of the brake cal- %
iper,

mounting an integrated pressure-temperature
transducer (28) in the first threaded seat (18) of

the adapter,

mounting a bleed screw (24) in the second 10
threaded seat (20),

connecting electrically the transducer (28) to an
electronic control unit of the motor vehicle, lo-
cated in a remote position with respect to the
brake caliper, by means of aconnector (30)elec- 15
trically connected to the transducer (28) through

a cable (29),

removing air and vapor from the brake fluid of

the hydraulic circuit of the braking system by
means of the bleed screw (24), and then closing 20
the hydraulic circuit of the braking system by act-

ing on the bleed screw (24),

measuring the temperature and pressure of the
brake fluid by means of the transducer (28),
disconnecting the connector (30) from the elec- 25
tronic control unit of the vehicle,

removing the adapter (10) from the bleed seat

(A) of the brake caliper,

performing a final bleed phase by mounting a
bleed screw into the bleed seat (A), and 30
closing the bleed seat (A) by means of a thread-

ed closure plug.
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