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(67)  The present invention generally relates to the
field of appliances, particularly home appliances, more
particularly laundry treatment appliances.

According to the invention, a coupling structure (3)
for receiving a laundry treatment appliance (1) thereon,
comprises one or more coupling elements (5, 6, 10, 11)
to be coupled to the appliance (1). The coupling structure
is characterized by comprising a connecting device (30)
having a shape elongated in one direction which has a
first end (31) connected or adapted to be connected to
said coupling structure (3) and a second end (32) pro-
vided with an attaching member (100) for attaching said
connecting device (30) to a holding element (70) availa-
ble in a location where the appliance (1) has to be placed,
such thata movement of the appliance (1) increasing the
distance between the holding element (70) and the cou-
pling structure (3) attached thereto is prevented.

The invention also refers to a method for arranging
a laundry treatment appliance (1) on top of a coupling
structure (3) and to a laundry treatment appliance with
said coupling structure (3).

COUPLING STRUCTURE FOR LAUNDRY TREATMENT APPLIANCES

Figure 2
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Description

Background of the present invention

Field of the present invention

[0001] The present invention generally relates to the
field of appliances, particularly home appliances, more
particularly laundry (linen, clothes, garments and the like)
treatment appliances (hereinafter, shortly, laundry appli-
ances).

[0002] The invention relates to a coupling structure for
receiving an appliance thereon, said coupling structure
comprising a connecting device for improving the cou-
pling structure stability and, consequently the stability of
the appliance carried thereon.

[0003] The appliance is preferably a tumble dryer and
said coupling structure preferably comprises a frame el-
ement which is designed to be fixed on top of a second
appliance, preferably a washing machine, so that the
coupling structure is placed between the two appliances.
The coupling structure may also be arranged on a sup-
porting pedestal, for example a piece of furniture prefer-
ably designed to provide a container for storing laundry
items, detergents and/or washing additives and the like.
[0004] The invention also relates to a method for ar-
ranging an appliance on top of a coupling structure and
for coupling a connecting device to the coupling structure.
[0005] The invention also relates to an appliance com-
prising a cabinet and the coupling structure being inte-
grated or forming an integral part of one wall of the cab-
inet.

Overview of the related art

[0006] There is often the necessity of saving space in
the location where the appliances are going to be placed.
A possible known solution is to dispose an appliance on
top of another one or on top of a supporting pedestal, for
example a piece of furniture. For safety reasons, in case
two appliances, namely a laundry washing machine and
alaundry dryer, are arranged one on top of the other, the
washing machine is placed below the dryer and supports
it.

[0007] Itis always advisable to use acoupling structure
between the two appliances or between the appliance
and the supporting pedestal, in order to guarantee a safe
stability and a more reliable fixing arrangement. Laundry
appliances are known which are equipped with a coupling
structure to arrange them one on top of the other.
[0008] EP2703536 A1 discloses a device for connect-
ing a first appliance with a second appliance, wherein
the second appliance is arranged on top of the first ap-
pliance, wherein the device comprises a frame element
which is designed to be fixed on top of the first appliance,
wherein the frame element comprises two receptions for
afootarranged ata stem of the second appliance, where-
in those receptions are arranged in a front region of the
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frame element, wherein the frame element comprises
two receptions for a foot arranged at a stem of the second
appliance, wherein those receptions are arranged in a
rear region of the frame element, wherein each reception
has a carrier surface for the foot which is limited by side
walls and an upper wall having at least one recess for
the passage of the stem of the foot. To allow a secure
connection between two appliances with different depth,
the invention is characterized in that the device compris-
es two adapter elements, wherein each adapter element
comprises a reception for the foot arranged at the stem,
wherein the reception has an upper wall having at least
one recess for the passage of the stem of the foot, where-
in the recess is arranged at a front end of the adapter
element, wherein the adapter element is designed to fit
into a reception in the rear region of the frame element
with a rear end.

[0009] DE102005026134 A1 discloses an arrange-
ment for connecting two domestic units, especially a
washing machine with a drier on top, which comprises a
frame or board which can be fixed to the lower unit. The
frame or board has at least two shoe sections for fixing
the feet of the upper unit. The feet of the upper unit can
be placed in the shoe sections and fixed using a horizon-
tal force. The frame or board is made of plastic or metal
as are the locating elements and spacers. The frame or
board is fixed to the lower unit using screws or adhesive.
[0010] The appliance is raised above the ground at a
predetermined height, whether on top of another appli-
ance or on top of a supporting pedestal. The higher the
appliance is positioned, the greater could be the risk for
the appliance placed on top to fall off due to a user inter-
action with the appliance which may cause instability is-
sues. There are different situations which can cause a
fall of the appliance placed on top, for example: a user
can pull the laundry loading door of the appliance with
excessive strength; an excessive vertical load can be
exerted on an open laundry loading door; a garment can
get stuckin an appliance element; the appliance vibration
during a treatment cycle can cause an excessive shifting
movement.

[0011] It should be noted that in case of fall of the ap-
pliance placed on top of the coupling structure, the latter
will fall too.

[0012] None of the above cited documents discloses
a device which guarantees a stability improvement of the
coupling structure and of the appliance which in posi-
tioned on top.

[0013] Therefore,in ordertoovercome the above men-
tioned problems, there is the necessity to increase the
stability of the coupling structure and of the appliance
which is placed on top. In other words the invention pro-
vides for solutions that increase the force to be applied
to a partof the assembly formed by the coupling structure
and the appliance thereon up to an increased safety level
that greatly reduces the risk that the entire assembly may
fall.
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Summary of the present invention

[0014] Itis an object of the invention to provide a cou-
pling structure for receiving a laundry treatment appli-
ance thereon, said coupling structure comprising one or
more coupling elements to be coupled to the appliance,
characterized by comprising a connecting device having
a shape elongated in one direction which has a first end
connected or adapted to be connected to said coupling
structure and a second end provided with an attaching
member for attaching said connecting device to a holding
element available in a location where the appliance has
to be placed, such that a movement of the appliance in-
creasing the distance between the holding element and
the coupling structure attached thereto is prevented.
[0015] Preferably the appliance is a washing machine,
a washing and drying machine or a laundry dryer, par-
ticularly a tumble dryer.

[0016] The appliance comprises a cabinet, preferably
parallepiped-shaped. Said cabinet has a plurality of
walls, i.e. a front wall, two lateral walls, a rear wall, a top
wall and a base wall.

[0017] The appliance preferably has a plurality of feet,
more preferably four feet. Preferably two front feet and
two rear feet. Preferably the feet are arranged at stems,
which are preferably designed as a threaded rod so as
to allow an adjustment of the appliance footprint to the
surface where the appliance lies on.

[0018] The connecting device has a shape elongated
in one direction, a first end connected or adapted to be
connected to the coupling structure and a second end
provided with an attaching member for attaching said
connecting device to a holding element available in a
location where the appliance has to be placed.

[0019] The holding element available in a location
where the appliance is to be placed may be a wall of the
location, a pillar, a tube or a pipe available in the location.
[0020] The attaching member may have different con-
figurations: in a favourite embodiment of the present in-
vention the attaching member is a threaded element, for
example a bolt or a screw with a nut for receiving said
bolt or an expandable member that receives the screw
therein and is provided to be received in a hole drilled in
the holding element. The attaching member is adapted
to engage the second end of the connecting device and
attach it to the holding element, for example a wall of the
location where the appliance has to be placed. The at-
taching member can also be a nail.

[0021] Alternatively, the attaching member can be a
hook to be fixed to the holding element and adapted to
engage the second end of the connecting device.
[0022] In another embodiment the attaching member
can be integrated in the second end of the connecting
device, for example in the form of a hook , and adapted
to be connected to the holding element or to an eyelet to
be fixed to the holding element.

[0023] In other embodiments the attaching member
may include a snapping connection with a part to be fixed
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to the holding element and a portion formed or attached
to the second end of the connecting device.

[0024] In another embodiment, the attaching element
can be a lace associated to the second free end of the
connecting device and adapted to be wrapped around
the holding element, for example a pillar, a tube or a pipe.
[0025] By preventing a movement of the appliance in-
creasing the distance between the holding element and
the coupling structure attached thereto, the connecting
device helps to improve the user safety by stably fixing
the coupling structure to a holding element available in
alocation where the appliance is to be placed, to prevent
the risk of a possible fall of the appliance.

[0026] The coupling structure comprises a seat for re-
ceiving the first end of the connecting device or for re-
ceiving a fixing member that connects the connecting
device to the coupling structure.

[0027] The seat has preferably an elongated shape
which is adapted to receive the first end of the connecting
device or the fixing member in a plurality of positions.
The elongated shape allows a certain tolerance of the
distance between the coupling structure and the holding
element available in the location where the appliance is
to be placed. The appliance located on top of the coupling
structure may be positioned for example at a certain dis-
tance from the wall of the location and the adjustable
position of the connection device can facilitate the mount-
ing of the connecting device.

[0028] The connecting device is preferably connected
to the seat of the coupling structure through a fixing mem-
ber. Preferably the fixing member is a threaded element,
for example a screw or a bolt. In an embodiment, the
coupling structure also comprises a hooking member to
hook the top wall of the appliance casing so as to fix the
coupling structure thereto by means of a fastening mem-
ber which is received in a hole provided in the hooking
member.. In another embodiment, said fastening mem-
ber can be the fixing member that connects, at the same
time the connecting device and the hooking member to
the coupling structure. Said hooking member is prefera-
bly placed under the seat of the coupling structure.
[0029] In other embodiments, the connecting device is
directly received within the seat of the coupling structure.
In such embodiments the first end of the connecting de-
vice has preferably a T shape so that it can be inserted
in the seat of the coupling structure and slide therein.
[0030] The coupling structure comprises a frame ele-
ment which is designed to be fixed on top of a second
appliance or on a supporting pedestal to raise the cou-
pling structure at a predetermined height, such that the
second appliance or the supporting pedestal is arranged
below said appliance with the coupling structure there-
between.

[0031] Preferably the frame element has a substantial
U-shaped form. Preferably the frame element comprises
the coupling elements described above. More preferably
the frame element comprises four coupling elements, i.e.
two coupling elements for the front feet of the appliance
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and two coupling elements for the rear feet of the appli-
ance. Preferably the coupling elements are arranged in
side regions of the frame element of the coupling struc-
ture.

[0032] Preferably eachcoupling elementshas a carrier
surface which is basically formed by the upper surface
of the frame element. Preferably each coupling element
is formed by side walls and upper walls to form a reception
chamber. Preferably, to allow the appliance foot with its
stem to be pushed into the reception, the upper wall has
arecess.

[0033] Preferably the coupling structure comprises
adapterelements. Amore detailed description of this type
of adapter elements is provided in the application
EP2703536A1 of the same Applicant to which the
present description refers to.

[0034] Preferably the position of the first end of the
connecting device is adjustable in a plurality of positions
relative to the coupling structure.

[0035] Preferably, the connecting device is slidably
and/or rotatably coupled to the coupling structure. Pref-
erably, the connecting device can slide into the seat of
the coupling structure so as to facilitate the mounting of
the connecting device to the holding element available
in a location where the appliance has to be placed by
adapting the connecting device position relative to the
coupling structure according to the distance between the
latter and the holding element.

[0036] Preferably, the connecting device is rotatably
coupled to the coupling structure so as to guarantee that
a holding element available in a location where the ap-
pliance has to be placed is reacheable even if it is avail-
able in different positions relative to the coupling struc-
ture.

[0037] Preferably, the connecting device is made of a
resilient flexible material which elastically deforms when
subject to a shearing force and is substantially inextensi-
ble when subjected to a traction force acting in a direction
parallel to the elongation direction of the elongated
shaped connecting device. The connecting device would
otherwise not improve the stability of the coupling struc-
ture: an extension in the direction of the elongated shape
may cause the movement of the coupling structure with
the risk of a fall of the appliance placed on top thereof.
Preferably, the connecting device is made of plastic, i.e.
polymeric material.

[0038] Preferably, the connecting device comprises a
plurality of holes or slots and has at least one hole or slot
at each end. The at least one hole or slot can be, in gen-
eral, alternatively embodied as apertures of any desired
shape. The hole or slot or aperture of the first end is
adapted to be coupled to the coupling structure. The hole
or slot or aperture of the second end is adapted to be
attached to the holding element available in a location
where the appliance has to be placed.

[0039] In some embodiments the connecting device
has a plurality of holes, slots or apertures distributed
along its length. Said holes, slots or apertures have the
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function of allowing a certain adjustment of the distance
between the coupling structure and the holding element
available in a location where the appliance has to be
placed. Preferably, the holes, slots or aperture are dis-
tributed at the same distance one another along the elon-
gation direction of the elongated shaped connecting de-
vice.

[0040] The second appliance is preferably a home ap-
pliance, preferably a laundry treatment appliance, more
preferably a washing machine.

[0041] Preferably the supporting pedestal is piece of
furniture. The piece of furniture may be for example a
box adapted to contain garments or laundry treatment
products.

[0042] Preferably the coupling structure comprises a
movable shelf and/or a drawer. The movable shelf is a
panel element which can be extracted/inserted from/into
the coupling structure. The movable shelf and/or a draw-
er preferably comprises a handle. The movable shelf
and/or a drawer can be for example used as a support
for garments or laundry treatment products.

[0043] Itis a further object of the invention to provide
a method for arranging a laundry treatment appliance on
top of a coupling structure, wherein the method compris-
es:

a) coupling the appliance to the coupling structure
by means of the one or more coupling elements;

b) providing a connection between the first end of
the connecting device and the coupling structure;
c) providing a holding element in a location where
the appliance has to be placed;

d) attaching the connecting device to the holding el-
ement by means of an attaching member.

[0044] The steps a) to d) can be carried out in different
orders. For example, a user may first provide a holding
element in the location where the appliance has to be
placed, then he/she may connecting the first end of the
connecting device to the coupling structure. Then the
connecting device is attached to the holding element by
means of an attaching member as, for example, a screw
and an expandable member that receives the screw
therein and is provided to be received in a hole drilled in
the holding element. Evidently, the connecting device
may be attached to the holding element before connect-
ing the coupling structure with the first end of the con-
necting device, as explained below. The distance be-
tween the holding element and the coupling structure
must not exceed the maximum length of the connecting
device such that the latter can be connected to both the
coupling structure and the holding element. Thereafter
the user can couple the appliance on top of the coupling
structure by means of one or more coupling elements.
Preferably the coupling elements of the coupling struc-
ture are connected to the feet of the appliance.

[0045] Preferably, the method further comprises:
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e) providing a second appliance or a supporting ped-
estal;

f) arranging the coupling structure on top of the sec-
ond appliance.

[0046] The second appliance is preferably a home ap-
pliance, preferably a laundry treatment appliance, more
preferably a washing machine. The user places the cou-
pling structure on top of the second appliance. In other
embodiments the coupling structure may be placed on
top of a supporting pedestal, for example a piece of fur-
niture.

[0047] Preferably, steps c), e), f) are carried out before
steps b), d). Preferably, the user first places the second
appliance in proximity to a holding element in a location
where the appliance is to be placed. Thereafter the user
arranges the coupling structure on top of the second ap-
pliance. Preferably steps a) b) and d) are then carried out.
[0048] Preferably step a) is carried out after steps b),
d) are completed. Steps b) and d) can be carried out in
differentorder. In one embodiment the user first connects
the first end of the connecting device to the coupling
structure and then the second end of the connecting de-
vice to the holding element using an attaching member.
This can be advantageous because the first end of the
connecting device can be adjusted in a plurality of posi-
tions as previously described. In another embodiment
the user can attach the second end to the holding element
before connecting the first end to the coupling structure.
This can be useful when there is already an arrangement
in the holding element adapted to receive the attaching
member, for example a hook or and eyelet in the wall of
the room where the appliance has to be can be placed.
Step a) is preferably made after b) or d) so as to facilitate
the user in the connection of the connecting device to
the coupling structure. Having already positioned the ap-
pliance on top of the coupling structure would increase
the difficulty of connecting the first end of the connecting
device to the coupling structure, since the user would
have less space available.

[0049] It is a further object of the invention to provide
a laundry treatment appliance comprising a cabinet hav-
ing a plurality of walls and a coupling structure which is
integrated or forms an integral part of one wall of the
cabinet, preferably the top or a base wall of the cabinet.
This solution can be advantageous because it reduces
the number of parts to be assembled by a user.

[0050] Preferably, the position of the connecting de-
vice can be regulated in a direction perpendicular to the
holding member. This allows a certain tolerance of the
distance between the coupling structure and the holding
element available in the location where the appliance is
to be placed.

Brief description of the drawings

[0051]
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Figure 1 shows a perspective view of two appliances
which are connected by a coupling structure;
Figure 2 shows a perspective view of the coupling
structure, a foot of the first appliance, a connecting
device and a fixing member;

Figure 3 shows the coupling structure arranged on
top of the second appliance;

Figures 4, 5,6 show an embodiment of the mounting
process of the connecting device to the coupling
structure;

Figures 7, 8 show an example of the attachment of
the connecting device to a holding element.

Detailed description of exemplary and non-limitative em-
bodiments of the present invention

[0052] In Figure 1 a first appliance 1, which is a dryer
in the present embodiment, and a second appliance 2,
which is a washing machine in the present embodiment,
are shown. The first appliance 1, i.e. the dryer, has to be
arranged onto the second appliance 2 in a stable manner.
For doing so, a coupling structure 3 is employed.
[0053] In other embodiments not illustrated, the first
appliance 1 can be arranged on top of a supporting ped-
estal, for example a piece of furniture. The piece of fur-
niture may be for example a box adapted to contain gar-
ments or laundry treatment products.

[0054] Each of the appliances, 1 and 2, comprises a
cabinet, 1a and 2a, preferably parallepiped-shaped. Said
cabinet has a plurality of walls, preferably a front wall,
two lateral walls, a rear wall and a top wall (1b, 1c, 1d,
1e, 1f).

[0055] The upper appliance, i.e. the first appliance 1,
has four feet (one of them being schematically shown in
Figure 2 with reference 7) which are arranged at stems
8in Figure 2 which often are designed as a threaded rod.
[0056] In Figure 2 it can be seen that the coupling
structure 3 has a frame element 4. The frame element 4
has a substantial U-shaped form. So, a receiving space
is formed for a movable shelf 25. The movable shelf 25
is preferably a panel element which can be extracted/in-
serted from/into the coupling structure the coupling struc-
ture. The movable shelf 25 preferably comprises a handle
26. The movable shelf 25 can be for example used as a
support for garments or laundry treatment products dur-
ing preparation of laundry and/or the appliances for car-
rying out a laundry treatment process. In other embodi-
ments the movable shelf 25 can be replaced by a drawer.
In other embodiments both a drawer and a shelf can be
implemented.

[0057] The coupling structure 3 comprises a seat 40
which has preferably an elongated shape.

[0058] The coupling structure 3 has four coupling ele-
ments 5, 6, 10, 11, i.e. two coupling elements 5, 6 for the
front feet 7 of the first appliance 1 and two coupling ele-
ments 10, 11 for the rear feet 7 of the first appliance 1.
[0059] Preferably, the coupling structure 3 comprises
adapter elements 17. A more detailed description of this
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type of adapter elements is provided in the application
EP 2703536 A1 of the same Applicant to which the
present description refers to.

[0060] The coupling structure 3 comprises a connect-
ing device 30. The connecting device 30 has a shape
that is elongated in one direction, a first end 31 and a
second end 32.

[0061] The first end 31 is adapted to be connected to
the coupling structure 3, preferably to the seat 40, which
is adapted to receive the first end 31 of the connecting
device 30 or a fixing member 51 that connects the con-
necting device 30 to the coupling structure 3, in a plurality
of positions. Preferably, the fixing member 51 is a thread-
ed element, for example a screw or a bolt.

[0062] In an embodiment not illustrated the coupling
structure is integrated or forms an integral part of one
wall 1b, 1c, 1d, 1e, 1f of the cabinet 1a. Preferably, the
coupling structure 3 is integrated or forms an integral part
of the base wall 1g of the cabinet 1a of the first appliance
1. Alternatively, with reference to the second appliance
2, the coupling structure 3 may be integrated or forming
an integral part of its top wall.

[0063] Thesecondend 32is provided with anattaching
member 100 so that the connecting device is attached
to a holding element 70 available in the location where
the appliance has to be placed.

[0064] In the embodiment illustrated in Figure 7, the
attaching member 100 is a screw 60 and an expandable
member 80 that receives the screw 60 therein and is
provided to be received in a hole drilled in the holding
element 70. The screw 60 is adapted to engage the sec-
ond end 32 of the connecting device 30, which remains
free after the first end has been connected to the coupling
structure 3, and attach it to the holding element 70. The
attaching member 100 may have different configurations
as previously described.

[0065] In the example illustrated, the holding element
70 is a wall available in the location where the appliance
has to be placed. In other embodiments, not illustrated,
the holding element 70 can be, for example, a pillar avail-
able in the location where the appliance has to be placed.
[0066] The connecting device 30 is preferably made
of a resilient flexible material which elastically deforms
when subject to a shearing force and is substantially in-
extensible when subjected to a traction force acting in a
direction parallel to the elongation direction of the elon-
gated shaped connecting device 30. Preferably the con-
necting device 30 is made of plastic, i.e. polymeric ma-
terial.

[0067] The connecting device 30 has at least one ap-
erture (33, 34) at each of its ends (31, 32). Preferably,
the apertures are holes or slots. In other embodiments,
the apertures may also have different shapes, for exam-
ple rectangular or oval.

[0068] In the embodiment illustrated, the aperture 33
is a hole while the aperture 34 has a slot shape. The hole
33 of the first end 31 is adapted to be coupled to the
coupling structure 3. The slot 34 of the second end 32 is
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adapted to be attached to the holding element 70 avail-
able in a location where the appliance has to be placed.
[0069] In some embodiments not illustrated the con-
necting device 30 has a plurality of holes distributed in
his length. Said holes have the function of allowing a
certain compensation of the distance of the coupling
structure 3 from the holding element 70 available in the
location where the appliance has to be placed. Prefera-
bly, the holes are distributed at the same distance one
another along the elongation direction of the elongated
shaped connecting device..

[0070] With reference to Figures 3 to 8 different steps
of a method for arranging the appliance 1 on top of a
coupling structure 3, in particular, the following steps are
disclosed:

a) coupling the first appliance 1 to the coupling struc-
ture 3 by means of the one or more coupling ele-
ments 5, 6, 10, 11;

b) providing a connection between the first end 31
of the connecting device 30 and the coupling struc-
ture 3;

c) providing a holding element 70 in a location where
the first appliance 1 has to be placed;

d) attaching the connecting device 30 to the holding
element 70 by means of an attaching member 100;
e) providing a second appliance 2;

f) arranging the coupling structure on top of the sec-
ond appliance 2.

[0071] In Figure 3 the user places the second appli-
ance 2 in proximity of the holding element 70. The dis-
tance from the holding element 70 must be close enough
to connect the connecting device 30 both to the coupling
structure 3 and to the holding element 70. The user ar-
ranges the coupling structure 3 on top of the second ap-
pliance 2. In other embodiments not illustrated, the cou-
pling structure 3, instead of on top of a second appliance
2, can be placed on top of a supporting pedestal, for
example a piece of furniture.

[0072] InFigure 4,5, 6, the user connects the first end
31 of the connecting device 30 to the coupling structure
3. Preferably the connecting device is connected to the
coupling structure 3 through a fixing member (see refer-
ence numeral 51 in Figure 5). Preferably the coupling
structure also comprises a hooking member (see refer-
ence numeral 50 in Figure 4). Preferably the hooking
member 50 comprises a hole 50a which is adapted to
receive the fixing member 51, so that the connecting de-
vice 30 can be fixed on the seat 40 of the coupling struc-
ture 30. However other connections are possible be-
tween the first end 31 of the connecting device 30 and
the coupling structure 3.

[0073] InFigure 7, 8, the user attaches the connecting
device 30 to the holding member 70 by means of the
attaching member 100. The user uses the attaching
member 100 to attach the second end 32 of the connect-
ing device 30 to the holding element 70. However other
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possible coupling solutions can be used.

[0074] The user can couple the first appliance 1 to the
coupling structure 3 by means of one or more coupling
elements 5, 6,10,11. Preferably, the coupling elements
5, 6,10,11 of the coupling structure 3 are connected to
the feet 7 of the first appliance 1.

[0075] The final configuration is the one illustrated in
Figure 1.
[0076] Preferably, step a) is carried out after steps b),

d) are completed. Steps b) can be carried out before step
d) or vice versa.

[0077] In one embodiment the user first connects the
firstend 31 of the connecting the device 30 to the coupling
structure 3 and then the second 32 end of the connecting
device 30 to the holding element 70 using an attaching
member 100. In another embodiment the user can attach
the second end 32 to the holding element 70 before con-
necting the first end 31 to the coupling structure 3.
[0078] Step a) is preferably made after b) or d) so as
to facilitate the user in the connection of the connecting
device 30 to the coupling structure 3.

Claims

1. Acoupling structure (3) for receiving a laundry treat-
ment appliance (1) thereon, said coupling structure
(3) comprising one or more coupling elements (5, 6,
10, 11) to be coupled to the appliance (1), charac-
terized by comprising a connecting device (30) hav-
ing a shape elongated in one direction which has a
first end (31) connected or adapted to be connected
to said coupling structure (3) and a second end (32)
provided with an attaching member (100) for attach-
ing said connecting device (30) to a holding element
(70) available in a location where the appliance (1)
has to be placed, such that a movement of the ap-
pliance (1) increasing the distance between the hold-
ing element (70) and the coupling structure (3) at-
tached thereto is prevented.

2. A coupling structure (3) according to claim 1 com-
prising a seat (40) for receiving the first end (31) of
the connecting device (30) or for receiving a fixing
member (51) that connects the connecting device
(30) to the coupling structure (3).

3. A coupling structure (3) according to claim 1 or 2
wherein the coupling structure (3) comprises aframe
element (4) which is designed to be fixed on top of
a second appliance (2) or on a supporting pedestal
to raise the coupling structure (3) at a predetermined
height, such that the second appliance (2) or the sup-
porting pedestal is arranged below said appliance
(1) with the coupling structure (3) therebetween.

4. A coupling structure (3) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims comprising a movable shelf (25)
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and/or a drawer.

5. A coupling structure (3) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims wherein the position of said first end
(31) of the connecting device (30) is adjustable in a
plurality of positions relative to the coupling structure

3).

6. A coupling structure (3) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims wherein the connecting device (30) is
slidably and/or rotatably coupled to the coupling
structure (3).

7. A coupling structure (3) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims wherein the connecting device (30) is
made of a resilient flexible material which elastically
deforms when subject to a shearing force and is sub-
stantially inextensible when subjected to a traction
force acting in a direction parallel to the elongation
direction of the elongated shaped connecting device
(30).

8. A coupling structure (3) according to any of the pre-

ceding claims wherein the connecting device (30)
comprises a plurality of holes or slots (33, 34) and
having at least one hole or slot at each end (31,32).

9. A coupling structure (3) according to any of the pre-

ceding claims wherein the attaching member (100)
comprises, a nail or a threaded element (60) with a
nut or an expandable member (80).

10. Method for arranging a laundry treatment appliance
(1) on top of a coupling structure (3) wherein the
method comprises:

a) coupling the appliance (1) to the coupling
structure (3) by means of the one or more cou-
pling elements (5, 6, 10, 11);

b) providing a connection between the first end
(31) of the connecting device (30) and the cou-
pling structure (3);

c¢) providing a holding element (70) in a location
where the appliance (1) has to be placed;

d) attaching the connecting device (30) to the
holding element (70) by means of an attaching
member (100).

11. Method according to claim 10 further comprising:

e) providing a second appliance (2) or a sup-
porting pedestal;

f) arranging the coupling structure (3) on top of
the second appliance (2) or the supporting ped-
estal.

12. Method according to claim 11 wherein steps c), e),
f) are carried out before steps b), d).



13.

14.

15.
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Method according to any claim 10 to 12 wherein step
a) is carried out after steps b), d) are completed.

A laundry treatment appliance (1) comprising a cab-
inet (1a) having a plurality of walls (1b, 1c, 1d, 1e,
1f) and a coupling structure (3) according to any
claim 1 to 8 characterized in that said coupling
structure (3) is integrated or forms an integral part
of one wall (1b, 1c, 1d, 1e, 1f) of the cabinet (1a).

Alaundry treatment appliance (1) according to claim
14 where the position the connecting device (30) can
be regulated in a direction perpendicular to the hold-
ing member (70).
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Figure 3
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Figure 7
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