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(54) FIXING DEVICE AND IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS INCORPORATING  SAME

(57) A fixing device (7) includes an endless fixing belt
(22), a pressing member (23) configured to press an outer
surface of the fixing belt (22), a heater (31) disposed in-
side a loop of the fixing belt (22) and configured to heat
the fixing belt (22), and a nip formation pad (32) disposed
inside the loop of the fixing belt (22). The nip formation

pad (32) has a nip formation surface (32c) configured to
contact the pressing member (23) to form a fixing nip and
a projection (32c) at a position different from an end por-
tion of the nip formation pad (32) in a conveyance direc-
tion of a recording medium. The projection (32c) is on a
surface opposite the nip formation surface (32a1).
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