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(54) AN AIRCRAFT WITH A SAFETY DISTANCE DISPLAY APPARATUS

(67)  The invention is related to an aircraft 1 with a
safety distance display apparatus 8 that is configured to
display a visual indication 11 on an obstacle 10 for rep-
resenting a current distance between the aircraft 1 and
the obstacle 10, wherein the safety distance display ap-
paratus 8 comprises a first light source 8a that emits a

first light signal 9a in a first predefined direction 9a’, and
a second light source 8b that emits a second light signal
9b in a second predefined direction 9b’, and wherein the
first light signal 9a crosses the second light signal 9b at
a predetermined safety distance 16 from the aircraft 1.
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Description

[0001] Theinventionis related to anaircraftwith a safe-
ty distance display apparatus thatis configured to display
a visual indication on an obstacle for representing a cur-
rent distance between the aircraft and the obstacle. The
invention is further related to a corresponding safety dis-
tance display apparatus.

[0002] The document JP 2017-132377 A describes
such an aircraft that is illustratively embodied as a quad-
copter drone. This quadcopter drone includes an irradi-
ation device that is provided for irradiating light from an
airframe of the quadcopter drone radially outwards. Thus,
irradiated light can be projected on an obstacle that is in
the surroundings of the quadcopter drone, in particular
in the vicinity of the quadcopter drone. A respective image
that is created by the projected irradiated light on the
obstacle is bright and small when the quadcopter drone
is close to the obstacle, and becomes dark when it is
farther away from the quadcopter drone. Thus, an oper-
ator who operates the quadcopter drone may obtain in-
formation with respect to a respective distance between
the quadcopter drone and the obstacle simply by looking
at the created image. However, the operator needs to
guess the information based on his experience and visual
faculty so that the information as such is only very ap-
proximative.

[0003] More specifically, the irradiation device of the
quadcopter drone according to the document JP
2017-132377 A permits the operator to get a feeling or
sense with respect to a current distance between the
quadcopter drone and a given obstacle, such that the
operator may determine whether the quadcopter drone
is e. g. drifting towards or away from the obstacle. Nev-
ertheless, there is no concrete and exact analysis and
interpretation of the created image possible, as it is en-
tirely based on the operator’s ad hoc interpretation of a
subjectively observed brightness and size of the created
image on the obstacle.

[0004] As aconsequence, the irradiation device of the
document JP 2017-132377 A is not suitable for real-life
applications in which more precise and reliable informa-
tion with respect to distances between aircrafts and re-
spective obstacles is required. For instance, if an aircraft
such as a helicopter is hovering close to a wind turbine
generator, e. g. for hoisting above the nacelle resp. main-
tenance platform of the wind turbine generator, the pilot
of the helicopter must take extreme care that the helicop-
teris notdrifting towards the wind turbine generator struc-
ture and/or its wind turbine blades in order to prevent a
potentially disastrous rotor strike of the helicopter’s rotor
blades against the wind turbine generator structure
and/or its wind turbine blades. This is especially chal-
lenging during night conditions, when visibility to certain
position reference points at the wind turbine generator is
limited. Furthermore, comparatively slow helicopter side
drift due to repetitive side wind gusts may easily go un-
noticed by the pilot.
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[0005] It should be noted that the above-described
case is a very particular real-life application wherein an
aircraft resp. helicopter comes in a specific flight condi-
tion comparatively close to an external structure that rep-
resents an obstacle to the aircraft. In other words, the
above-described case is not comparable to the general
detection of obstacles occurring in a flight path of an air-
craft, such as a helicopter, which is a well-known task.
[0006] Forinstance, the documents US 2003/0043363
A1and WO 2017/119537 A1 describe laser-based radar
systems which use laser light for detecting obstacles oc-
curring in a flight path of an aircraft. Such laser-based
radar systems use laser devices which are usually
mounted onto a main rotor shaft of the helicopter such
that they are rotating around a rotational axis of the main
rotor shaft together with the main rotor shaft.

[0007] Furthermore, the document EP 3 072 812 A1
describes a helicopter with a landing assistance display
device that is adapted to generate vertical projections on
ground for landing assistance. More specifically, the
landing assistance display device is configured to create
a concentric circle illumination on ground, which remains
stable and almost identical all over landing of the heli-
copter, independent on whether the helicopter is farther
away from a respective landing zone or closer to the land-
ing zone. In other words, there is no unambiguous visual
cue about a current distance between the helicopter and
the landing zone, which may indicate to the pilot whether
the helicopter is too close or too far away from a respec-
tively illuminated landing zone.

[0008] However, inall ofthe above-described aircrafts,
a precise and exact determination of a current distance
between the aircraftand an obstacle is either not possible
at all or correspondingly provided devices are expensive
and much too sophisticated. In other words, there is cur-
rently no aircraft available with a safety distance display
apparatus which is simple and inexpensive.

[0009] ltis, therefore, anobjectofthe presentinvention
to provide a new aircraft with a safety distance display
apparatus that is suitable to display a visual indication
on an obstacle for reliably and securely representing a
current distance between the aircraft and the obstacle.
[0010] This object is solved by an aircraft with a safety
distance display apparatus, the aircraft comprising the
features of claim 1.

[0011] More specifically, according to the present in-
vention an aircraft with a safety distance display appa-
ratus that is configured to display a visual indication on
an obstacle for representing a current distance between
the aircraft and the obstacle is provided. The safety dis-
tance display apparatus comprises a first light source
that emits a first light signal in a first predefined direction,
and a second light source that emits a second light signal
in a second predefined direction. The first light signal
crosses the second light signal at a predetermined safety
distance from the aircraft.

[0012] Advantageously, the inventive aircraft compris-
es a safety distance display apparatus that is suitable to
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provide an unambiguous and reliable visual cue, in par-
ticular to a pilot of the aircraft. This safety distance display
apparatus has a simple low-cost configuration and avoids
a requirement for expensive post-analysis electronics,
additional sensors or image capturing and image
processing devices.

[0013] In general, the safety distance display appara-
tus of the inventive aircraft uses laser projection of two
crossing light signals for providing a pilot of the aircraft
with a visual external safety cue in order to allow the pilot
to maintain a correct resp. safe distance between the
aircraft and a given obstacle in the surroundings. Thus,
the safety distance display apparatus e. g. allows for mit-
igation of sideward drift of the aircraft. Accordingly, if the
aircraftis e. g. arotary wingaircraft and, more particularly,
a helicopter, potentially disastrous strikes between re-
spective rotor blade tips of the helicopter and an obstacle
in the surroundings, such as a wind turbine generator
structure and/or corresponding wind turbine blades, may
be avoided.

[0014] According to one aspect, the light signals
project light lines onto the obstacle, which are created
by emitted light planes and exemplarily chosen as a sim-
plest form of usable light patterns. However, more intri-
cate geometrical light patterns, in particular three-dimen-
sional light patterns, may likewise be used, such as e. g.
cones or pyramids. In any case, a key feature of the safety
display apparatus consists in that the two emitted light
signals intersect at a predetermined safety distance from
the aircraft.

[0015] According to one aspect, the safety distance
display apparatus of the inventive aircraft is not only suit-
able for allowing a pilot of the aircraft to maintain the
correct safety distance between the aircraft and a given
obstacle, but also to visually and unambiguously inform
a pilot on whether the aircraft is drifting towards or away
from the obstacle. This may easily be achieved by a
change in arespectively emitted light pattern of each light
signal, but also by a change in light color and/or light
intensity of a respectively projected visual cue resp. vis-
ual indication.

[0016] More particularly, the safety distance display
apparatus preferably comprises two light sources and,
preferentially, two laser sources, which may either be
used to project light patterns which are differing fromeach
other, or which are provided with different characteristics
in intensity and/or color. A first laser source is preferably
mounted in an upper region resp. on top of the aircraft
and the other laser source is preferably mounted in a
lower region resp. on the bottom of the aircraft. According
to one aspect, an underlying distance between the two
laser sources is maximized in order to obtain a maximally
achievable system sensitivity.

[0017] Preferably, each laser source has an optical el-
ement, such as a diffractive optical element, that trans-
forms a respective laser beam generated by the laser
source, preferentially a highly collimated laser beam, into
a predetermined light pattern. As already mentioned
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above, the light pattern may have a particular intensity
and/or color, and/or a preselected shape and form. Each
light pattern is projected on a respective obstacle and
upon intersecting the obstacle it creates a bright visually
recognizable indication on a corresponding surface of
the obstacle.

[0018] The laser source which is mounted at the upper
region of the aircraft and its diffractive element are mount-
ed to the aircraft such that its emitted light signal is tilted
under an associated tilt angle with respect to a reference
plane. Similarly, the laser source at the lower region of
the aircraft is mounted with its diffractive element such
that its emitted light signal is tilted under an associated
tilt angle upwards with respect to a reference plane. The
tilting is preferably performed with respect to a horizontal
reference plane, e. g. the horizon level horizontal plane,
but may likewise also be performed with respect to a
vertical reference plane, e. g. a cut plane of the aircraft
in its longitudinal direction.

[0019] According to one aspect, at a predetermined
distance from the aircraft, which is referred to as the pre-
determined safety distance, the emitted light signals of
both laser sources intersect, i. e. the light signals cross
each other at the predetermined safety distance. If the
obstacle is located exactly at this predetermined safety
distance from the aircraft, both light signals will cross on
a surface of the obstacle, thereby creating a predefined
visual cue for indicating the correct distance between the
aircraft and the obstacle.

[0020] By way of example, ifthe aircraftis a rotary wing
aircraft, in particular a helicopter, and if the obstacle is a
wind turbine generator, then the obstacle may e. g. be
one or more wind turbine blades of the wind turbine gen-
erator. In this case, the light signals emitted by the laser
sources of the safety distance display apparatus of the
helicopter will be projected onto the surfaces of the wind
turbine blades. As long as the helicopter is maintained
at the predetermined safety distance from the wind tur-
bine blades, the light signals cross each other on the
surface of the wind turbine blades of the wind turbine
generator and are, thus, combined to a single visual in-
formation which represents the visual cue resp. indica-
tion. This single visual information consists of a mixture
of selected characteristics of the light signals in intensity,
color and/or pattern.

[0021] If, however, the helicopter drifts towards or
away from the obstacle, i. e. if the predetermined safety
distance is not maintained between the helicopter and
the obstacle, the visual cue on the obstacle will change.
Preferably, instead of seeing a single visual information
on the obstacle, each one of the light signals emitted by
the two laser sources that are mounted to the lower and
upper region of the helicopter will become visible sepa-
rately. In other words, each emitted light signal will be
projected on the obstacle at separate locations.

[0022] More specifically, assuming that both laser
sources project horizontal light lines onto the obstacle,
then the pilot may know that the aircraft is drifting away
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from the obstacle if an upper i. e. top projected line on
the obstacle shows the characteristics in intensity, color
and/or specific pattern of the laser source thatis mounted
at the bottom of the aircraft. The pilot may even access
a respective speed of drifting away from the obstacle by
determining how fast a current distance between the top
projected line and a respective associated bottom pro-
jected line becomes larger. In fact, the bottom projected
line resp. lower projected line is the line that is emitted
by the laser source that is mounted at the upper region
of the aircraft.

[0023] Similarly, when the top projected line shows the
characteristics of the laser source in intensity, color
and/or specific pattern of the laser source thatis mounted
at the upper region of the aircraft, then the pilot knows
thatthe aircraftis drifting towards the obstacle. In analogy
to the case where the aircraft is drifting away from the
obstacle, the pilot may determine a speed of drift upon
looking on a given distance between respectively pro-
jected top and bottom lines.

[0024] Asexplained above, the safety distance display
apparatus of the inventive aircraft comprises the first light
source that emits the first light signal and the second light
source that emits the second light signal and is intended
to be a low-cost implementation that aims to provide a
visual cue for a pilot of the aircraft. However, in some
embodiments the pilot may also at least be assisted by
a fully automated set-up. In this case, e. g. an imaging
camera is provided for performing an image analysis of
respectively projected light patterns on a given obstacle.
Thus, an associated control system may either warn the
pilot on the basis of the performed image analysis ac-
cording to an observed drift, or it may automatically cor-
rect respective flight controls to mitigate the observed
drift.

[0025] Preferably, the first light signal forms a first pat-
tern and the second light signal forms a second pattern.
The first and second patterns preferably overlap at the
predetermined safety distance and/or are concentric at
the predetermined safety distance.

[0026] According to one aspect, the first pattern and
the second pattern respectively comprise light sectors
and unilluminated sectors. The light sectors of the first
pattern preferably overlap with the unilluminated sectors
of the second pattern at the predetermined safety dis-
tance and the light sectors of the second pattern prefer-
ably overlap with the unilluminated sectors of the first
pattern at the predetermined safety distance.

[0027] The first pattern may be a first light line and the
second pattern may be a second light line. In addition,
or alternatively, the first light signal may have a first color
and the second light signal may have a second color.
The first light signal may in addition, or alternatively, also
have afirst light intensity and the second light signal may
also in addition, or alternatively, have a second light in-
tensity.

[0028] Preferably, at least one of the first and second
light sources comprises a highly collimated laser. Alter-
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natively, at least one of the first and second light sources
comprises an omnidirectionally emitting light source and
an associated collimating optical element.

[0029] Preferably, eachone ofthe firstand second light
sources comprises an associated light encoding element
for encoding the first and second light signals.

[0030] The first light source is preferably mounted to a
lower region of a fuselage of the aircraft and the second
light source is preferably mounted to an upper region of
the fuselage.

[0031] According to one aspect, the first light signal is
emitted at a first predetermined tilt angle with respect to
an associated reference plane and the second light signal
is emitted at a second predetermined tilt angle with re-
spect to an associated reference plane. The associated
reference planes are preferentially arranged in parallel.
[0032] According to one aspect, the aircraft is a rotary
wing aircraft with a multi-blade main rotor that comprises
associated rotor blades. The predetermined safety dis-
tance is preferably greater than a respective rotor blade
length.

[0033] According to one aspect, an image analysis de-
vice is provided for monitoring a current distance be-
tween the aircraft and an obstacle on the basis of the first
and second light signals.

[0034] By way of example, the predetermined safety
distance preferably liesin arange between 10m and 20m.
Furthermore, the first and second light sources are pref-
erably spaced apart from each other by a distance of
nominally 2m, wherein a maximum acceptable positional
error of the aircraft with respect to the obstacle amounts
to approximately 0.5m.

[0035] It should be noted that the exemplary predeter-
mined safety distance as well as the spacing between
the first and second light sources and the maximum ac-
ceptable positional error of the aircraft with respect to the
obstacle are particularly relevant for a realization, where-
in the inventive aircraft is implemented as a rotary wing
aircraft, in particular a helicopter, and wherein the obsta-
cle in consideration is a wind turbine generator and/or its
wind turbine blades. In other words, the given exemplary
dimensions are suitable for a real-life application in which
a helicopter is intended to hover over a nacelle resp.
maintenance platform of a wind turbine generator, as in
this particular realization the given dimensions are most
suitable.

[0036] However, it should be noted that the given di-
mensions may easily be adapted to other real-life appli-
cations. Corresponding adaptations are, nevertheless,
considered to be readily available to the person skilled
in the art and, therefore, also contemplated in the context
of the present invention.

[0037] The presentinvention further provides a safety
distance display apparatus for displaying a visual indica-
tion on an obstacle for representing a current distance
between a vehicle and the obstacle. The safety distance
display apparatus comprises afirstlight source thatemits
a first light signal in a first predefined direction and a
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second light source that emits a second light signal in a
second predefined direction. The first light signal crosses
the second light signal at a predetermined safety distance
from the vehicle.

[0038] Preferredembodiments oftheinvention are out-
lined by way of example in the following description with
reference to the attached drawings. In these attached
drawings, identical or identically functioning components
and elements are labeled with identical reference num-
bers and characters and are, consequently, only de-
scribed once in the following description.

- Figure 1 shows afront view of an aircraft with a safety
distance display apparatus according to the present
invention,

- Figure 2 shows a schematic view of a light source
according to the present invention,

- Figure 3 shows aschematic view of afirstlight source
of the safety distance display apparatus of Figure 1,

- Figure 4 shows a schematic view of a second light
source of the safety distance display apparatus of
Figure 1,

- Figure 5 shows a front view of an illuminated surface
of an object that is located at a predetermined safety
distance from the aircraft of Figure 1,

- Figure 6 shows a front view of an illuminated surface
of an object that is located at a distance from the
aircraft of Figure 1 which is smaller than a predeter-
mined safety distance,

- Figure 7 shows a front view of an illuminated surface
of an object that is located at a distance from the
aircraft of Figure 1 which is greater than a predeter-
mined safety distance, and

- Figure 8 shows a schematic diagram that illustrates
optical characteristics of the safety distance display
apparatus of Figure 1.

[0039] Figure 1 shows an aircraft 1 with a fuselage 2
that illustratively comprises a lower region 2a and an up-
per region 2b that is opposed to the lower region 2a. The
fuselage 2 exemplarily defines at least a cockpit 3a of
the aircraft 1. lllustratively, the fuselage 2 further defines
a cabin 3b of the aircraft 1. The cockpit 3a and the cabin
3b are illustratively arranged between the lower region
2a and the upper region 2b of the fuselage 2.

[0040] According to one aspect, the aircraft 1 is pro-
vided with a safety distance display apparatus 8. The
aircraft 1is exemplarily embodied as a rotary wing aircraft
and, more particularly, as a helicopter with at least one
multi-blade main rotor 1a for providing lift and forward or
backward thrust operation. Therefore, the aircraft 1 is
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also referred to hereinafter as the "helicopter 1" for sim-
plicity and clarity. It should, however, be noted that the
present invention is not limited to helicopters and can
likewise be applied to other aircrafts and, more generally,
to other vehicles that can be equipped with a safety dis-
tance display apparatus such as the safety distance dis-
play apparatus 8 according to the present invention.
[0041] For purposes of illustration, the helicopter 1 is
shown with a first axis 7a in longitudinal direction, which
is defined by the helicopter’s roll axis that is inherent to
the helicopter 1 and which is hereinafter referred to as
the "roll axis 7a", for simplicity and clarity. The helicopter
1 is further shown with a second axis 7b in height direc-
tion, which is defined by the helicopter's yaw axis and
which is hereinafter referred to as the "yaw axis 7b", for
simplicity and clarity. Preferably, but not necessarily, the
helicopter 7 is symmetrical about the yaw axis 7b and
the roll axis 7a. Furthermore, the helicopter 1 is shown
with a third axis 7c in lateral direction, which is defined
by the helicopter’s pitch axis and which is hereinafter
referred to as the "pitch axis 7¢", for simplicity and clarity.
[0042] lllustratively, the at least one multi-blade main
rotor 1a of the helicopter 1 comprises a plurality of rotor
blades 1b, 1c, 1d. The latter are mounted at an associ-
ated rotor head 1f that is arranged on top, i. e. above the
upper region 2b of the fuselage 2 to a rotor shaft, which
rotates in operation of the helicopter 1 around an asso-
ciated rotor axis. At least one, and preferably each one,
of the rotor blades 1b, 1c, 1d has an associated rotor
blade length 1g, which is exemplarily only shown with
respect to the rotor blade 1d.

[0043] According tooneaspect, the helicopter 1 further
comprises at least one preferentially shrouded counter-
torque device configured to provide counter-torque dur-
ing operation, i. e. to counter the torque created by a
rotation of the at least one multi-blade main rotor 1a for
purposes of balancing the helicopter 1 in terms of yaw.
The at least one counter-torque device is preferably pro-
vided at an aft section of a tail boom, which is formed by
or attached to the fuselage 2 and which comprises a hor-
izontal tail 4 and a fin 5.

[0044] Preferably, the fuselage 2 is further connected
to alanding gear 6 of the helicopter 1. By way of example,
the landing gear 6 is a skid-type landing gear. However,
wheel-type landing gears or other landing gears are like-
wise contemplated. Furthermore, the skid-type landing
gear 6 is illustratively of the non-retractable type. How-
ever, a landing gear of the retractable type may likewise
be provided.

[0045] As already mentioned above, the helicopter 1
is according to one aspect provided with the safety dis-
tance display apparatus 8, which is preferably configured
to display a visual indication 11 on an obstacle 10 for
representing a current distance between the helicopter
1 and the obstacle 10. Preferably, the safety distance
display apparatus 8 comprises at least one first light
source 8a and at least one second light source 8b.
[0046] By way of example, and for simplifying the
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present description, reference is only made to a single
first light source 8a and a single second light source 8b.
However, it should be noted that more than a single first
light source 8a and a single second light source 8b may
likewise be employed.

[0047] The first light source 8a preferably emits a first
light signal 9a in a first predefined direction 9a’. The sec-
ond light source 8b preferably emits a second light signal
9b in a second predefined direction 9b’.

[0048] The first light signal 9a preferably crosses the
second light signal 9b at a predetermined safety distance
16 from the helicopter 1. In the illustrated example, the
first light signal 9a crosses the second light signal 9b on
a surface 10a of the obstacle 10, which is, thus, illumi-
nated by the first and second light signals 9a, 9b.
[0049] More specifically, the first light signal 9a prefer-
ably forms a first pattern 11a on the illuminated surface
10a of the obstacle 10 and the second light signal 9b
preferably forms a second pattern 11b on the surface
10a. As the first and second light signals 9a, 9b cross
each other at the surface 10a of the obstacle 10, the first
and second patterns 11a, 11b overlap at the surface 10a
and, thus, overlap at the predetermined safety distance
16 from the helicopter 1.

[0050] Alternatively, instead of overlapping the first
and second patterns 11a, 11b may simply be concentric
on the surface 103, i. e. at the predetermined safety dis-
tance 16 from the helicopter 1. In particular, in an appli-
cation-specific manner and also dependent on the pat-
tern, color and intensity of the first and second light sig-
nals 9a, 9b that are generated by the first and second
light sources 8a, 8b, the visual indication 11 on the sur-
face 10a of the obstacle 10 may vary. An exemplary vis-
ual indication that implements the visual indication 11 is
described by way of example below with reference to
Figure 5.

[0051] According to one aspect, the first light source
8a is mounted to the lower region 2a of the fuselage 2 of
the helicopter 1 and the second light source 8b is mount-
ed to the upper region 2b of the fuselage 2. Furthermore,
in order to allow crossing of the first and second light
signals 9a, 9b emitted by the first and second light sourc-
es 8a, 8b at the predetermined safety distance 16 from
the helicopter 1, the firstlight signal 9a is preferably emit-
ted from the first light source 8a at a first predetermined
tilt angle 14a with respect to an associated reference
plane 14d and the second light signal 9b is preferably
emitted by the second light source 8b at a second pre-
determined tilt angle 14b with respect to an associated
reference plane 14c.

[0052] lllustratively, the associated reference planes
14c, 14d are arranged in parallel. By way of example,
the associated reference planes 14c, 14d are further ar-
ranged in parallel to a horizontal reference plane and,
illustratively, to the pitch axis 7¢ of the helicopter 1. How-
ever, as mentioned above the associated reference
planes 14c, 14d must not necessarily by arranged hori-
zontally, and may also be vertical reference planes or
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planes that are arranged in a predetermined angle with
respect to the horizontal reference plane, as long as they
are arranged such that the first and second light signals
9a, 9b emitted by the first and second light sources 8a,
8b cross each other at the predetermined safety distance
16 from the helicopter 1.

[0053] The predetermined tilt angles 14a, 14b are on
the one hand dependent on the predetermined safety
distance 16 and on the other hand dependent on a pre-
determined distance 15 in direction of the yaw axis 7b of
the helicopter 1 between the lower and upper light sourc-
es 8a, 8b. In an exemplary realization, the predetermined
distance 15 amounts at least approximately to 2m. In
other words, the first and second light sources 8a, 8b are
spaced apart from each other in direction of the yaw axis
7b by the distance 15 of nominally 2m.

[0054] Furthermore, assuming an application wherein
the predetermined safety distance 16 is calculated with
respect to the helicopter 1 that is used for hovering close
to a wind turbine generator for hoisting above a nacelle
resp. maintenance platform of the wind turbine generator,
then the predetermined safety distance 16, e. g. with re-
spect to the wind turbine blades of the wind turbine gen-
erator, lies preferably in a range between 10 m and 20
m. In this case, a maximum acceptable positional error
of the helicopter 1 with respect to the obstacle 10
amounts preferably to approximately 0.5m. However, in
any case the predetermined safety distance 16 must be
greater than the rotor blade length 1g of the rotor blades
1b, 1c, 1d of the multi-blade main rotor 1a of the helicopter
1, as illustrated.

[0055] According to one aspect and as already de-
scribed above, the visual indication 11 is intended to pro-
vide a visual cue to the pilot of the helicopter 1 with re-
spect to the predetermined safety distance 16. However,
the pilot may also at least be assisted by an image anal-
ysis device 17 that may be provided for monitoring a cur-
rent distance between the helicopter 1 and the obstacle
10 on the basis of the first and second light signals 9a,
9b. The image analysis device 17 may also be used to
provide control information to flight controls of the heli-
copter 1 such that the current distance between the hel-
icopter 1 and the obstacle 10 may be adjusted as required
for maintaining the predetermined safety distance 16 in-
dependent of the pilot’s control.

[0056] Figure 1 further illustrates, by way of example,
two additional positions of the obstacle 10 with respect
to the helicopter 1: a first position in which the obstacle
10 is closer to the helicopter 1, i. e. wherein a current
distance is smaller than the predetermined safety dis-
tance 16, and a second position in which the obstacle 10
is farther away from the helicopter 1, i. e. wherein a cur-
rent distance is greater than the predetermined safety
distance 16. In the first position, the obstacle 10 is re-
ferred to as "the obstacle 10", and in the second position
it is referred to as "the obstacle 10", for simplicity and
clarity. Furthermore, the respectively illuminated surface
of the obstacle 10’ is referred to with the reference sign
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10a’ and the respectively illuminated surface of the ob-
stacle 10" is referred to with the reference sign 10a".
[0057] In the illustrated example, the surface 10a’ of
the obstacle 10’ is illuminated by the light signals 9a, 9b
of the light sources 8a, 8b such that the light signal 9a
projects a light pattern 12a onto the surface 10a’ and that
the light signal 9b projects a light pattern 12b on the sur-
face 10a’. lllustratively, the projected light patterns 12a,
12b are spaced apart by a distance 12 and the projected
light pattern 12a of the lower light source 8a is located
below the projected light pattern 12b of the upper light
source 8b.

[0058] Thus, the pilot of the helicopter 1 may at least
recognize that the current distance between the helicop-
ter 1 and the obstacle 10’ is smaller than the predeter-
mined safety distance 16, as the projected light pattern
12bis above the projected light pattern 12a. Furthermore,
by looking at the distance 12 between the projected light
patterns 12a, 12b, the pilot may derive an information
with respect to the current distance, i. e. he may derive
from the distance 12 the difference between the current
distance and the predetermined safety distance 16. More
specifically, the greater the distance 12 between the pro-
jected light patterns 12a, 12b is, the smaller the current
distance is. The projected light patterns 12a, 12b on the
obstacle 10’ are described below with reference to Figure
6 in an exemplary realization.

[0059] Similarly, on the surface 10a" of the obstacle
10", a light pattern 13a is projected by the lower light
source 8a and a light pattern 13b is projected by the upper
light source 8b. The projected light patterns 13a, 13b are
illustratively spaced apart by a distance 13. However, in
contrast to the projected light patterns 12a, 12b, now the
projected light pattern 13a of the lower light source 13a
is above the projected light pattern 13b of the upper light
source 8a, thus, indicating that the current distance be-
tween the helicopter 1 and the obstacle 10’ is greater
than the predetermined safety distance 16.

[0060] Furthermore, the pilot may again derive an in-
formation of the current distance by determining the dis-
tance 13 between the projected light patterns 13a, 13b.
More specifically, the greater the distance 13 between
the projected light patterns 13a, 13b is, the greater the
current distance is. The projected light patterns 13a, 13b
are in an exemplary realization described below with ref-
erence to Figure 7.

[0061] Figure 2 shows an exemplary light source 18
that may be used to implement each one of the light
sources 8a, 8b of Figure 1. For simplifying the following
description, a coordinate system is shown with an X-axis
19a, a Y-axis 19b and a Z-axis 19c. In the exemplary
configuration of Figure 1, the X-axis 19a corresponds to
the pitch axis 7c, the Y-axis 19b corresponds to the roll
axis 7a and the Z-axis 19c corresponds to the yaw axis
7b.

[0062] According to one aspect, the light source 18
comprises a light emitting device 20 that is configured to
emit a light beam 21. The light beam 21 is preferably
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collimated by an optical element 22 such that a collimated
light beam 23 is created. The collimated light beam 23
is then preferably spread into a light plane 25 in the XY-
plane by a diffractive optical element 24. The generated
light plane 25 preferably comprises at least one light sec-
tor 26.

[0063] In the illustrated example, the light emitting de-
vice 20 is an omnidirectionally emitting light source, such
as an LED. In this case, the collimating optical element
22 is required as an additional optics in order to collimate
the light beam 21 that is emitted by the light emitting
device 20, i. e. the omnidirectionally emitting light source,
into the collimated light beam 23 with preferentially low
divergence, e. g. 1.5millirad.

[0064] If, alternatively, the light emitting device 20 is a
highly collimated laser, the collimating optical element
22 can be omitted, as in this case the light beam 21 that
is emitted by the light emitting device 20, i. e. the highly
collimated laser, is already highly collimated. In other
words, the collimating optical element 22 is optional and
may be omitted dependent on a respectively selected
light emitting device 20.

[0065] The diffractive optical element 24, in turn, may
e. g. be a transmissive, reflective or holographic diffrac-
tive element. This diffractive optical element 24 is pref-
erably adapted to spread the incident collimated light
beam 23 into the light plane 25 without deteriorating the
original beam divergence in the normal direction, i. e. the
direction of the Z-axis 19c. Alternatively, the diffractive
optical element 24 may be replaced by a rotating mirror
device to generate the light plane 25. However, as such
a rotating mirror device requires moving parts, the dif-
fractive optical element 24, which does not contain any
moving parts, is preferred.

[0066] Moreover, according to one aspect the collimat-
ing function of the collimating optical element 22 is di-
rectly encoded in the diffractive optical element 24. In
this case, a configuration of the light source 18 may ad-
vantageously be simplified, as a single optical element
is used instead of the two optical elements 22, 24.
[0067] Moreover, according to one aspect, the diffrac-
tive optical element 24 is implemented as a light encoding
element which is configured to encode the collimated
light beam 23. By way of example, encoding may com-
prise the creation of a particular light pattern, color and/or
intensity.

[0068] Finally, it should be noted that only for further
clarifying properties of the light plane 25, the latter is ad-
ditionally shown in the XZ-plane. In the XZ-plane, the
light plane 25 is preferably formed by a light beam 27
with a comparatively small beam divergence, preferably
less than 1.5millirad.

[0069] Furthermore, it should be noted that laser pat-
tern projectors that use diffractive optical elements to
projectlines or specific patterns onto objects or obstacles
are well-known in the art. Therefore, a more detailed de-
scription of the light source 18 can be omitted for brevity
and conciseness.
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[0070] Figure 3 shows an exemplary configuration of
the lower light source 8a of Figure 1 that emits the light
signal 9a. According to one aspect, the exemplary con-
figuration corresponds to the configuration of the light
source 18 of Figure 2.

[0071] More specifically, the lower light source 8a pref-
erably comprises a light emitting device 20a that is con-
figured to emit a light beam 21a towards a collimating
optical element 22a. The light emitting device 20a may
be an omnidirectionally emitting light source, such as an
LED, or a highly collimated laser. In the latter case, the
collimating optical element 22a may be omitted. The col-
limating optical element 22a collimates the light beam
21a such that a collimated light beam 23a is emitted to
a diffractive optical element 24a which, in turn, creates
as the light signal 9a of Figure 1 exemplarily a light plane
25a.

[0072] In contrast to Figure 2, the light plane 25a now
illustratively comprises a predefined number of light sec-
tors 26a as well as unilluminated sectors 28 such that a
fan-shape structure is created. Again, for comparison
purposes only, a comparative light beam 27a is shown
which represents the light plane 25a in the XZ-plane.
[0073] However, it should be noted that the light plane
25a with the predefined number of light sectors 26a and
the unilluminated sectors 28 is merely one example for
the light signal 9a that is emitted by the lower light source
8a. Inthis case, the light plane 25a forms the light patterns
11a, 12a, 13a of Figure 1, as described in more detail
below with reference to Figure 5 to Figure 7, which are
respectively projected onto the surfaces 10a, 10a’,
10a" of the obstacles 10, 10°, 10" of Figure 1 in the form
of light lines.

[0074] Alternatively, or in addition, the light signal 9a
may also be emitted with a predefined color and/or light
intensity. Furthermore, instead of forming the light plane
25a, the light signal 9a may form any other geometric
form, such as e. g. a circle, oval, polygon, and so on.
[0075] Figure 4 shows an exemplary configuration of
the upper light source 8b of Figure 1 that emits the light
signal 9b. According to one aspect, the exemplary con-
figuration corresponds to the configuration of the light
source 18 of Figure 2.

[0076] More specifically, the upperlight source 8b pref-
erably comprises a light emitting device 20b that is con-
figured to emit a light beam 21b towards a collimating
optical element 22b. The light emitting device 20b may
be an omnidirectionally emitting light source, such as an
LED, or a highly collimated laser. In the latter case, the
collimating optical element 22b may be omitted. The col-
limating optical element 22b collimates the light beam
21b such that a collimated light beam 23b is emitted to
a diffractive optical element 24b which, in turn, creates
as the light signal 9b of Figure 1 exemplarily a light plane
25b.

[0077] In contrast to Figure 2, the light plane 25b now
illustratively comprises a predefined number of light sec-
tors 26b as well as unilluminated sectors 28 such that a
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fan-shape structure is created. Again, for comparison
purposes only, a comparative light beam 27b is shown
which represents the light plane 25b in the XZ-plane.
[0078] However, it should be noted that the light plane
25b with the predefined number of light sectors 26b and
the unilluminated sectors 28 is merely one example for
the light signal 9b that is emitted by the upper light source
8b. Inthis case, the light plane 25b forms the light patterns
11b, 12b, 13b of Figure 1, as described in more detail
below with reference to Figure 5 to Figure 7, which are
respectively projected onto the surfaces 10a, 10a’,
10a" of the obstacles 10, 10’, 10" of Figure 1 in the form
of light lines.

[0079] Alternatively, or in addition, the light signal 9b
may also be emitted with a predefined color and/or light
intensity. Furthermore, instead of forming the light plane
25a, the light signal 9a may form any other geometric
form, such as e. g. a circle, oval, polygon, and so on,
which preferably corresponds to the geometrical form of
the light signal 9a of Figure 3.

[0080] Figure 5 shows the illuminated surface 10a of
the obstacle 10 of Figure 1 which is, as described above
with reference to Figure 1, located at the predetermined
safety distance 16 from the helicopter 1 of Figure 1. On
the surface 10a, illustratively the light patterns 11a, 11b
created by the light signals 9a, 9b of Figure 3 and Figure
4 overlap each other, as the light signals 9a, 9b are cross-
ing on the surface 10a of the obstacle 10.

[0081] More specifically, according to one aspect the
light planes 25a, 25b created by the light sources 8a, 8b
of Figure 3 and Figure 4 form the visual indication 11 of
Figure 1. lllustratively, the light plane 25a forms the first
pattern 11a which comprises the light sectors 26a and
the unilluminated sectors 28 as described above with ref-
erence to Figure 3. Similarly, the light plane 25b forms
the second pattern 11b which comprises the light sectors
26b and the unilluminated sectors 28, as described
above with reference to Figure 4.

[0082] On the surface 10a, the light sectors 26a of the
first pattern 11a preferably overlap with the unilluminated
sectors 28 of the second pattern 11b and the light sectors
26b of the second pattern 11b preferably overlap with
the unilluminated sectors 28 of the first pattern 11a. Thus,
acontinuous line is illuminated on the surface 10a, which
defines the visual indication 11. Accordingly, if the pilot
of the helicopter 1 of Figure 1 recognizes a single con-
tinuous line on the surface 10a of the obstacle 10, he is
aware that the helicopter 1 is at the predetermined safety
distance 16 of Figure 1 with respect to the obstacle 10.
[0083] Figure 6 shows the obstacle 10’ with the surface
10a’ which is, according to Figure 1, at a current distance
from the helicopter 1 of Figure 1 which is smaller than
the predetermined safety distance 16 of Figure 1. Ac-
cordingly, the light planes 25a, 25b of the light sources
8a, 8b of Figure 3 and Figure 4 are not overlapped, but
spaced apart by the distance 12 of Figure 1.

[0084] In other words, the horizontal light planes 25a,
25b which define the projected light pattern 12a, 12b of
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Figure 1 may be visually distinguished from each other
as two separately illuminated light lines on the surface
10a’. As the projected light pattern 12a is located below
the projected light pattern 12b, the pilot knows that the
current distance between the helicopter 1 of Figure 1 and
the object 10’ of Figure 1 is smaller than the predeter-
mined safety distance 16 of Figure 1, as explained above
with respect to Figure 1. The size of the distance 12 gives
an indication about the current distance.

[0085] Figure 7 shows the obstacle 10" with the sur-
face 10a" of Figure 1. In analogy to Figure 6, the light
planes 25a, 25b are illuminating to distinguishable light
lines on the surface 10a", i. e. the projected light patterns
13a, 13b of Figure 1, which are spaced apart by the dis-
tance 13 of Figure 1. In contrast to Figure 6, however,
as the projected light pattern 13a is illustratively above
the projected light pattern 13b, this is an indication for
the pilot of the helicopter 1 of Figure 1 that a current
distance between the helicopter 1 and the obstacle 10"
is greater than the predetermined safety distance 16 of
Figure 1, as explained above. The size of the distance
12 gives an indication about the current distance.
[0086] Figure 8 shows the lower and upper light sourc-
es 8a, 8b of Figure 1, which emit the light signals 9a, 9b
of Figure 1 in the predefined directions 9a’, 9b’, such that
the light signals 9a, 9b cross each other at the predeter-
mined safety distance 16 of Figure 1. As described above
with reference to Figure 3 and Figure 4, the light signals
9a, 9b are preferably emitted as the light planes 25a, 25b
of Figure 3 and Figure 4 onto the obstacle 10 of Figure 1.
[0087] Asillustrated by means of the comparative light
beams 27a, 27b of Figure 3 and Figure 4, the light planes
25a, 25b have a given thickness when being projected
onto the surface 10a of the obstacle 10 of Figure 1, which
results from a respective beam divergence of the light
beams 27a, 27b of Figure 3 and Figure 4. In order to
simplify the following description, it is assumed that each
one of the light signals 9a, 9b can be approximated as a
light plane 29a, 29b, respectively, with a constant thick-
ness over at least a predefined range of spacing with
respect to the obstacle 10. Therefore, rectangular struc-
tures are shown for exemplifying the light planes 29a,
29b.

[0088] More particularly, Figure 8 should be under-
stood as an attempt to estimate whether the safety dis-
tance display apparatus 8 with the lower and upper light
sources 8a, 8b of Figure 1 may easily be implemented
with using realistic technology parameters and with tak-
ing into account realistic distances and sizes. According-
ly, itis assumed hereinafter that the distance 15 of Figure
1 by which the light sources 8a, 8b are spaced apart from
each other amounts to 2m within a symmetrical set-up.
Furthermore, it is assumed that the light sources 8a, 8b
are implemented by means of lasers having a beam di-
vergence of 1.5millirad (total angular spread 6 =
1.5millirad). It is further assumed that the eye of the pilot
has an angular resolution in its central view of § =
1arcminute and that the predetermined safety distance
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16 lies in a range between 10m and 20m and, more pre-
cisely, is assumed to be D = 10m.

[0089] Using these dimensions, arespective accuracy
of the safety distance display apparatus 8 of Figure 1
may be determined. This accuracy corresponds to an
underlying depth of field (DOF) or respective range over
which the helicopter 1 of Figure 1 may drift with respect
to the obstacle 10 of Figure 1 before the projected light
patterns 12a, 12b or 13a, 13b of Figure 1 become distin-
guishable as separate light pattern for a human eye in-
stead of the overlapped light patterns 11a, 11b of Figure
1 which form the visual indication 11.

[0090] Assuming now as indicated above the total an-
gular spread 6 = 1.5millirad and the predetermined safety
distance D = 10m, a respective thickness t of the light
planes 29a, 29b can be calculated using the relationship

t=2D tan(g)

to t = 15mm. However, hereinafter a safety margin is
considered and the thickness t is therefore set to t =
20mm. Using this parameter, the length of a half of thick-
ness line 29¢ can be determined to /2 = 10mm.

[0091] Subsequently, by using the angular resolution
B = 1arcminute of the eye, a distance between the light
planes 29a, 29b x may be calculated using the relation-
ship

x =2D tan(g)

to x = 2.9mm. Using this parameter, a length of a half of
light plane separation distance line 30 can be determined
as being x/2 = 1.45mm.

[0092] Furthermore, the tilt angle a, i. e. the tilt angles
14a, 14b of the light sources 18a, 18b, can be calculated
using the relationship

d/2
a = atan (—D—)‘

toa =5.71°.

[0093] Moreover, a first component 31 of the underly-
ing depth of field (DOF), which is hereinafter designated
as the component "A" and which corresponds to a dis-
tance between a first location, where intersection of the
rectangular structures 29a, 29b occurs, and the obstacle
10, may be determined using the relationship
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to A=100.509157mm.

[0094] Likewise, a vertical component required for
length determination of this first component 31, which is
referred to as the vertical component 32 and hereinafter
designated as the component "S", may be determined
using the relationship

&)

cosa

S =

to S =10.049865 mm.

[0095] Moreover, a second component 33 of the un-
derlying depth of field (DOF), which is hereinafter desig-
nated as the component "B", can be determined using
the relationship

tana

to B =14.501516 mm.

[0096] On the basis of the above-determined values,
the depth of field (DOF) can be determined using the
relationship

DOF = 2(A+B)

to approximately 230 mm. Half of the depth of field (DOF)
is illustrated in Figure 8 and referred to with the reference
sign 34.

[0097] If now a 7-fold degradation of the angular eye
resolution  is assumed, which means that the separation
x of the visual cue lines becomes 7 times bigger such
that x increases from 2.9mm to approximately 20mm, a
helicopter-obstacle distance error of (A+7B) = 202mm is
obtained, or a depth of field (DOF) of DOF = 2(A+7B) =
404mm < 0.5m.

[0098] In conclusion, even when assuming a compar-
atively bad pilot visual acuity, a positional error of the
helicopter 1 of Figure 1 with respect to the obstacle 10
of Figure 1 of not more than 0.5m may occur. In other
words, by setting a maximum acceptable positional error
of the helicopter 1 with respect to the obstacle 10 to ap-
proximately 0.5m, the safety distance display apparatus
8 would operate within acceptable margins and toleranc-
es.

[0099] Finally, it should be noted that modifications to
the above-described embodiments are within the com-
mon knowledge of the person skilled in the art and, thus,
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also considered as being part of the present invention.
For instance, although the detailed description of the fig-
ures makes only reference to visible light, the light sourc-
es of the safety distance display apparatus according to
the present invention may also emit infrared light, in par-
ticular infrared light with different light intensities. This
may be applicable e. g. during night missions where in-
visible infrared wave length light signals may be recog-
nized by the pilot of the helicopter by means of suitable
night vision devices.

[0100] Furthermore, it should be noted that pattern,
color and intensity of the emitted light signals can almost
be freely selected, as described above. However, a key
point in selection of the light signals consist in selecting
them in a manner such that a combination of their re-
spective attributes to the visual indication 11 of Figure 1
and Figure 5 gives an unambiguous and reliable visual
cue to the pilot of the helicopter. Such an unambiguous
and reliable visual cue may be obtained by two overlap-
ping lines or other geometrical shapes, as exemplarily
described above, but also by otherwise combined forms,
such as e. g. a cross that fits into a rectangle at the pre-
determined safety distance, a semicircle and an associ-
ated inverted semicircle which fit together to a complete
circle at the predetermined safety distance, a vertical line
and a circular form which fit together to form a "D" at the
predetermined safety distance, and so on.

[0101] Similarly, two different colors may be selected,
such that the overlapping results in still another color.
For instance, a yellow light signal and a blue light signal
may be used such that the overlapped signal is green,
and so on.

Reference List

[0102]

1 aircraft

1a multi-blade main rotor

1b, 1c, 1d rotor blades

1f rotor head

19 rotor blade length

2 fuselage

2a fuselage lower region

2b fuselage upper region

3a cockpit

3b cabin

4 horizontal tail

5 fin

6 landing gear

7a roll axis

7b yaw axis

7c pitch axis

8 safety distance display apparatus
8a lower light source

8b upper light source

9a light signal of the lower light source
9a’ emitting direction of the light signal of the



9b
b’

10

10a

10°

10a’

10"

10a"

11

11a, 11b

12

12a

12b

13

13a

13b

14a
14b
14c,
15

16

17

18

19a

19b

19¢

20, 20a, 20b
21, 21a, 21b

22, 22a, 22b
23, 23a, 23b
24, 24a, 24b
25, 25a, 25b
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lower light source

light signal of the upper light source
emitting direction of the light signal of the
upper light source

obstacle at predetermined safety dis-
tance

illuminated surface of the obstacle at the
predetermined safety distance
obstacle at a distance that is smaller
than the predetermined safety distance
illuminated surface of the obstacle at the
distance that is smaller than the prede-
termined safety distance

obstacle at a distance that is greater
than the predetermined safety distance
illuminated surface of the obstacle at the
distance that is greater than the prede-
termined safety distance

visual indication with overlapping area
of the light signals projected onto the il-
luminated surface of the obstacle at the
predetermined safety distance
projected overlapping light pattern of the
lower and upper light sources

distance between the light signals pro-
jected onto the illuminated surface of the
obstacle at the distance that is smaller
than the predetermined safety distance
projected light pattern of the lower light
source

projected light pattern of the upper light
source

distance between the light signals pro-
jected onto the illuminated surface of the
obstacle at the distance that is greater
than the predetermined safety distance
projected light pattern of the lower light
source

projected light pattern of the upper light
source

tilt angle of lower light source

tilt angle of upper light source

14d reference planes

predetermined distance between lower
light source and upper light source
predetermined safety distance

image analysis device

light source

X-axis

Y-axis

Z-axis

light emitting devices

light beams emitted from the light emit-
ting devices

collimating optical elements

collimated light beams

diffractive optical elements

light planes in XY-plane
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1"

26, 26a, 26b
27, 27a, 27b
28

29a

29b

29¢c
30

31
32

the

33
34

Claims

20

light sectors of light planes
comparative light planes in XZ-plane
unilluminated sectors

light plane created with the light signal
of the lower light source

light source light plane created with the
light signal of the upper

half of light plane thickness line

half of light plane separation distance
line

first component of depth of field

vertical component required for length
determination of

first component

second component of depth of field
half of depth of field

1. An aircraft (1) with a safety distance display appa-
ratus (8) that is configured to display a visual indica-
tion (11) on an obstacle (10) for representing a cur-
rent distance between the aircraft (1) and the obsta-
cle (10), characterized in that the safety distance
display apparatus (8) comprises a first light source
(8a) that emits a first light signal (9a) in a first pre-
defined direction (9a’), and a second light source (8b)
that emits a second light signal (9b) in a second pre-
defined direction (9b’), wherein the first light signal
(9a) crosses the second light signal (9b) at a prede-
termined safety distance (16) from the aircraft (1).

2. The aircraft (1) of claim 1,

characterized in that the first light signal (9a) forms
a first pattern (11a) and the second light signal (9b)
forms a second pattern (11b), wherein the first and
second patterns (11a, 11b) overlap at the predeter-
mined safety distance (16) and/or wherein the first
and second patterns (11a, 11b) are concentric at the
predetermined safety distance (16).

3. The aircraft (1) of claim 2,

characterized in that the first pattern (11a) and the
second pattern (11b) respectively comprise light
sectors (26a, 26b) and unilluminated sectors (28),
wherein the light sectors (26a) of the first pattern
(11a) overlap with the unilluminated sectors (28) of
the second pattern (11b) atthe predetermined safety
distance (16), and wherein the light sectors (26b) of
the second pattern (11b) overlap with the unillumi-
nated sectors (28) of the first pattern (11a) at the
predetermined safety distance (16).

4. The aircraft (1) of claim 2 or 3,
characterized in that the first pattern (11a) is a first
light line and the second pattern (11b) is a second

light line.
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The aircraft (1) of any one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the first light signal (9a) has
a first color and the second light signal (9b) has a
second color and/or wherein the first light signal (9a)
has a first light intensity and the second light signal
(9b) has a second light intensity.

The aircraft (1) of any one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that at least one of the first and
second light sources (8a, 8b) comprises a highly col-
limated laser.

The aircraft (1) of any one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that at least one of the first and
second light sources (8a, 8b) comprises an omnidi-
rectionally emitting light source (20a, 20b) and an
associated collimating optical element (22a, 22b).

The aircraft (1) of claim 6 or 7,

characterized in that each one of the first and sec-
ond light sources (8a, 8b) comprises an associated
light encoding element (24a, 24b) for encoding the
first and second light signals (9a, 9b).

The aircraft (1) of any one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the first light source (8a) is
mounted to a lower region (2a) of a fuselage (2) of
the aircraft (1) and the second light source (8b) is
mounted to an upper region (2b) of the fuselage (2).

The aircraft (1) of claim 9,

characterized in that the first light signal (9a) is
emitted at a first predetermined tilt angle (14a) with
respect to an associated reference plane (14d) and
the second light signal (9b) is emitted at a second
predetermined tilt angle (14b) with respect to an as-
sociated reference plane (14c), wherein the associ-
ated reference planes (14c, 14d) are arranged in par-
allel.

The aircraft (1) of any one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the aircraft (1) is a rotary wing
aircraft with a multi-blade main rotor (1a) that com-
prises associated rotor blades (1b, 1c, 1d), wherein
the predetermined safety distance (16) is greater
than a respective rotor blade length (1g).

The aircraft (1) of any one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that an image analysis device (17)
is provided for monitoring a current distance between
the aircraft (1) and an obstacle (10) on the basis of
the first and second light signals (9a, 9b).

The aircraft (1) of any one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the predetermined safety dis-

tance (16) lies in a range between 10m and 20m.

The aircraft (1) of any one of the preceding claims,
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15.

22

characterized in that the first and second light
sources (8a, 8b) are spaced apart from each other
by a distance (15) of nominally 2m, wherein a max-
imum acceptable positional error of the aircraft (1)
with respect to the obstacle (10) amounts to approx-
imately 0.5m.

A safety distance display apparatus (8) for displaying
a visual indication (11) on an obstacle (10) for rep-
resenting a current distance between a vehicle (1)
and the obstacle (10), characterized in that the
safety distance display apparatus (8) comprises a
first light source (8a) that emits afirst light signal (9a)
in a first predefined direction (9a’) and a second light
source (8b) that emits a second light signal (9b) in a
second predefined direction (9b’), wherein the first
light signal (9a) crosses the second light signal (9b)
at a predetermined safety distance (16) from the ve-
hicle (1).
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