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ARTICLE MANAGEMENT DEVICE, ARTICLE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM, AND

COMPUTER-READABLE STORAGE MEDIUM

According to one embodiment, an article man-

for forwarding the article to a sorter configured to sort the

agement device includes a receiver, a processor, and a
transmitter. The receiver is configured to receive article
measurement information. The processor is configured
to select a first divergence control signal or a second
divergence control signal based on the article measure-
mentinformation, the first divergence control signal being

article according to sorting destination information cor-
responding to the article, the second divergence control
signal being for forwarding the article to a carrier. The
transmitter is configured to transmit the first or the second
divergence control signal to a diverger configured to for-
ward the article toward the sorter or the carrier.
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The application comprises two independent claims - claim 1 directed to an
article management device, and claim 10 directed to a storage medium.
Claim 1 reads :

1. An article management device comprising:

a receiver configured to receive article measurement information acquired
from measuring an article;

a processor configured to select a first divergence control signal or a
second divergence control signal based on the article measurement
information, the first divergence control signal being for forwarding the
article to a sorter configured to sort the article according to sorting
destination information corresponding to the article, the second
divergence control signal being for forwarding the article to a carrier
configured to carry the article according to a carrier control signal;
and

a transmitter configured to transmit the first or the second divergence
control signal to a diverger configured to forward the article toward the
sorter or the carrier.

Claim 10 reads :

10. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium storing a program
for causing a computer to:

select a first divergence control signal or a second divergence control
signal based on article measurement information acquired from measuring
an article, the first divergence control signal being for forwarding the
article to a sorter configured to sort the article according to sorting
destination information corresponding to the article, the second
divergence control signal being for forwarding the article to a carrier
configured to carry the article according to a carrier control signal;
and

transmit the first or the second divergence control signal to a diverger
configured to forward the article toward the sorter or the carrier.

Both claims comprise references to entities outside of the scope of the
respective device / medium (highlighted in bold letters).

The applicant is invited to indicate to indicate the scope of search to
be carried out under Rule 63 EPC for both independent claims.

The applicant is further invited to refer his arguments to the Guidelines
F-1V-3.9, and which sub-section is to be applied for interpretation and
for search, and which Timitation should be applied, in particular as for
section 3.9.1. the medium would not comprise any technical features apart
from selecting a signal and transmitting the signal, whilst for section
3.9.2. the article measurement, the sorter, the sorting information,
sorter, carrier and diverger are presently not limiting the scope of the
claim. Similar issues under Article 84 EPC exist for independent claim 1.
By reply of 06.08.2020 the applicant replied that claim 1 should be
construed such that the actions that are performed on the articles are
meant to be encompassed by the claimed subject-matter, i.e. measuring the
article, diverging the articles according to the signal and sorting or
carrying the article to the carrier destination.

Claiml should be construed in a similar manner as claim 1, the claimed
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