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(54) INDICATION SIGNAL CONFIGURATION METHOD AND DEVICE

(57) An indication signal configuration method and
device are provided, and relate to the field of communi-
cations technologies. The method includes: sending, by
a network device, first configuration information and sec-
ond configuration information; sending a first indication
signal on a first carrier; and sending a second indication
signal on a second carrier, where the first configuration
information is used to indicate duration of the first indi-
cation signal corresponding to the first carrier, the second
configuration information is used to indicate duration of
the second indication signal corresponding to the second
carrier, the first terminal device is a terminal device that
needs to receive the first indication signal, and the second
terminal device is a terminal device that needs to receive
the second indication signal.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] This application relates to the field of commu-
nications technologies, and in particular, to an indication
signal configuration method and device.

BACKGROUND

[0002] An indication signal is introduced into a narrow
band internet of things (Narrow Band Internet of Things,
NB-IoT) system and a new radio (New Radio, NR) sys-
tem. The indication signal is used to indicate whether a
terminal device needs to continue to receive a signal as-
sociated with the indication information or process a
channel associated with the indication signal. The signal
associated with the indication information is downlink
control information (Downlink Control Information, DCI)
sent by a network device on a physical downlink control
channel (Physical Downlink Control Channel, PDCCH).
The channel associated with the indication information
is the PDCCH. Without loss of generality, the signal as-
sociated with the indication signal is any signal sent by
the network device, the channel associated with the in-
dication signal is any channel that carries the any signal,
and the indication signal is sent before the network device
sends the signal associated with the indication signal.
[0003] As shown in FIG. 1, the indication signal is as-
sociated with a PDCCH channel in a target search space.
If the terminal device receives the indication signal, the
terminal device further performs blind detection in the
associated target search space, to receive DCI sent by
the network device on the PDCCH; and the terminal de-
vice may receive, based on the received DCI, downlink
data sent by the network device on a physical downlink
shared channel (Physical Downlink Shared Channel,
PDSCH), or send uplink data to the network device on a
physical uplink shared channel (Physical Uplink Shared
Channel, PUSCH). If the terminal device does not receive
the indication signal or the indication signal instructs the
terminal device not to process a PDCCH channel in a
subsequent search space, the terminal device directly
skips the target search space associated with the indi-
cation signal without performing blind detection. Howev-
er, when the indication signal is not introduced, even if
there is no PDSCH scheduling or PUSCH sending, to be
specific, there is no PDCCH in a search space, the ter-
minal device still needs to perform blind detection in the
target search space. Blind detection in the target search
space refers to a process of demodulating and decoding
a PDCCH. A decoding process is a process of blind de-
coding, to be specific, the decoding process is a process
in which blind decoding is performed on several candi-
dates (candidate). Such a process is comparatively time-
consuming and the terminal device consumes compar-
atively large power. Therefore, the terminal device con-
sumes comparatively large power.

[0004] After the indication signal is introduced, be-
cause the indication signal is designed to carry only quite
limited information, power consumption required for re-
ceiving the indication signal is comparatively low. When
receiving the indication signal, the terminal device does
not perform blind detection. Therefore, power consump-
tion of the terminal device can be reduced.
[0005] In an application example of the indication sig-
nal, when the terminal device is in an idle mode, the ter-
minal device needs to periodically wake up to check
whether there is a paging message. In this case, the ter-
minal device may determine, by using the indication sig-
nal, whether to process a PDCCH starting from each pag-
ing occasion (Paging Occasion). In addition, in this ex-
ample, the terminal device may further use the indication
signal to synchronize with the network device, so that the
terminal device does not need to use a primary synchro-
nization signal (Primary Synchronized Signal, PSS) and
a secondary synchronization signal (Secondary Syn-
chronization Signal, SSS) to synchronize with the net-
work device. This further reduces power consumption of
the terminal device.
[0006] However, when the terminal device uses the
indication signal to synchronize with the network device,
to enable the indication signal to meet a detection re-
quirement of the terminal device in target coverage of a
cell, comparatively high overheads of the indication sig-
nal may be caused. Therefore, to ensure that the indica-
tion signal implements the foregoing two functions, the
indication signal needs to be optimized in design.

SUMMARY

[0007] This application provides an indication signal
configuration method and device, to flexibly adjust a cov-
erage area of an indication signal and control overheads
of the indication signal.
[0008] According to a first aspect, an embodiment of
this application provides an indication signal configura-
tion method, including:
sending, by a network device, first configuration informa-
tion and second configuration information, sending a first
indication signal on a first carrier, and sending a second
indication signal on a second carrier, where the first con-
figuration information is used to indicate duration of the
first indication signal corresponding to the first carrier,
the second configuration information is used to indicate
duration of the second indication signal corresponding
to the second carrier, the first indication signal is used to
indicate whether a first terminal device continues to re-
ceive a signal associated with the first indication signal
or process a channel associated with the first indication
signal, the second indication information is used to indi-
cate whether a second terminal device continues to re-
ceive a signal associated with the second indication sig-
nal or process a channel associated with the second in-
dication signal, the first terminal device is a terminal de-
vice that needs to receive the first indication signal, and
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the second terminal device is a terminal device that needs
to receive the second indication signal.
[0009] In comparison with the prior art in which duration
of one indication signal is uniformly configured for differ-
ent carriers, in this embodiment of this application, the
network device can flexibly adjust, based on duration of
an indication signal corresponding to each carrier con-
figuration, a coverage area corresponding to the indica-
tion signal, and can effectively control overheads of the
indication signal.
[0010] In a possible design, the duration of the first
indication signal is different from the duration of the sec-
ond indication signal.
[0011] The network device may separately configure
the duration of the first indication signal and the duration
of the second indication signal.
[0012] In a possible design, the first carrier is an anchor
carrier, and the second carrier is a non-anchor carrier;
the second carrier is an anchor carrier, and the first carrier
is a non-anchor carrier; or both the first carrier and the
second carrier are non-anchor carriers.
[0013] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation further indicates a first determining threshold,
and the first determining threshold is used to instruct the
first terminal device to determine whether to receive the
first indication signal on the first carrier; and
the second configuration information further indicates a
second determining threshold, and the second determin-
ing threshold is used to instruct the second terminal de-
vice to determine whether to receive the second indica-
tion signal on the second carrier.
[0014] It can be learned from the foregoing descrip-
tions that when a measurement value of a preset param-
eter is less than the first determining threshold corre-
sponding to the first carrier, the first terminal device is
located outside a target coverage area of the first indica-
tion signal, for example, the first terminal device is located
in a cell edge area or a poor coverage area. If the first
terminal device still determines, by receiving the indica-
tion signal, whether the first terminal device needs to con-
tinue to receive the signal associated with the indication
information or process the channel associated with the
indication signal, due to missing detection of the indica-
tion signal, there is a high probability that the first terminal
device does not receive the associated signal that needs
to be received or does not process the associated chan-
nel that needs to be processed. This causes data loss,
and affects communication between the first terminal de-
vice and the network device.
[0015] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation further indicates a third determining threshold,
and the second configuration information further indi-
cates a fourth determining threshold. The third determin-
ing threshold is used to instruct the first terminal device
to determine, in case of receiving the first indication signal
on the first carrier, whether to use a synchronization sig-
nal to synchronize with the network device. The fourth
determining threshold is used to instruct the second ter-

minal device to determine, in case of receiving the second
indication signal on the second carrier, whether to use
the synchronization signal to synchronize with the net-
work device.
[0016] It can be learned from the foregoing descrip-
tions that when the measurement value of the preset pa-
rameter is less than the third determining threshold, if the
first terminal device still uses the indication signal to syn-
chronize with the network device, this may cause a syn-
chronization failure, and affect communication between
the first terminal device and the network device. There-
fore, the first terminal device needs to use the synchro-
nization signal (for example, a PSS and an SSS) to syn-
chronize with the network device.
[0017] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation further indicates a fifth determining threshold
and a sixth determining threshold, and the fifth determin-
ing threshold is less than the sixth determining threshold.
The second configuration information further indicates a
seventh determining threshold and an eighth determining
threshold, and the seventh determining threshold is less
than the eighth determining threshold. The fifth determin-
ing threshold and the sixth determining threshold are
used to instruct the first terminal device to determine
whether to receive the first indication signal on the first
carrier, and determine, in case of receiving the first indi-
cation signal on the first carrier, whether to use a syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the network de-
vice. The seventh determining threshold and the eighth
determining threshold are used to instruct the second
terminal device to determine whether to receive the sec-
ond indication signal on the second carrier, and deter-
mine, in case of receiving the second indication signal
on the second carrier, whether to use the synchronization
signal to synchronize with the network device.
[0018] According to the foregoing method, the first ter-
minal device can accurately determine, based on the
measurement value of the preset parameter, the fifth de-
termining threshold, and the sixth determining threshold,
a case in which the indication signal is not received, a
case in which the indication signal is received but the
indication signal is not used to synchronize with the net-
work device, and a case in which the indication signal is
received and the indication signal is used to synchronize
with the network device. Therefore, in Manner 3, it can
be better ensured that the first terminal device and the
network device normally communicate with each other,
and ensured that the terminal device always selects a
low-power-consumption manner to communicate with
the network device.
[0019] In a possible design, the network device sends
third configuration information, where the third configu-
ration information indicates a ninth determining thresh-
old. The ninth determining threshold is used to instruct
the first terminal device to determine whether to receive
the first indication signal on the first carrier, and is used
to instruct the second terminal device to determine
whether to receive the second indication signal on the
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second carrier.
[0020] In a possible design, the network device sends
fourth configuration information, where the fourth config-
uration information indicates a tenth determining thresh-
old. The tenth determining threshold is used to instruct
the first terminal device to determine, in case of receiving
the first indication signal on the first carrier, whether to
use a synchronization signal to synchronize with the net-
work device; and is used to instruct the second terminal
device to determine, in case of receiving the second in-
dication signal on the second carrier, whether to use the
synchronization signal to synchronize with the network
device.
[0021] In a possible design, the network device sends
fifth configuration information, where the fifth configura-
tion information indicates an eleventh determining
threshold and a twelfth determining threshold. The elev-
enth determining threshold is less than the twelfth deter-
mining threshold. The eleventh determining threshold
and the twelfth determining threshold are used to instruct
the first terminal device to determine whether to receive
the first indication signal on the first carrier, and deter-
mine, in case of receiving the first indication signal on
the first carrier, whether to use a synchronization signal
to synchronize with the network device; and are used to
instruct the second terminal device to determine whether
to receive the second indication signal on the second
carrier, and determine, in case of receiving the second
indication signal on the second carrier, whether to use
the synchronization signal to synchronize with the net-
work device.
[0022] Therefore, the network device needs to config-
ure a corresponding determining threshold for each car-
rier, or may uniformly configure a same determining
threshold for different carriers.
[0023] According to a second aspect, an embodiment
of this application provides an indication signal configu-
ration method, including:
receiving, by a first terminal device, first configuration
information sent by a network device; receiving a first
indication signal on a first carrier; and continuing, by the
first terminal device, to receive a signal associated with
the first indication signal or processes a channel associ-
ated with the first indication signal, or skipping continuing
to receive a signal associated with the first indication sig-
nal or process a channel associated with the first indica-
tion signal, where the first configuration information is
used to indicate duration of the first indication signal sent
on the first carrier, the duration of the first indication signal
is independent of duration of a second indication signal
received by a second terminal device on the second car-
rier, the first indication signal is used to indicate whether
the first terminal device continues to receive the signal
associated with the first indication signal or process the
channel associated with the first indication signal, and
the second indication information is used to indicate
whether the second terminal device continues to receive
a signal associated with the second indication signal or

process a channel associated with the second indication
signal.
[0024] In comparison with the prior art in which duration
of one indication signal is uniformly configured for differ-
ent carriers, in this embodiment of this application, the
network device can flexibly adjust, based on duration of
an indication signal corresponding to each carrier con-
figuration, a coverage area corresponding to the indica-
tion signal, and can effectively control overheads of the
indication signal.
[0025] In a possible design, the duration of the first
indication signal is different from the duration of the sec-
ond indication signal.
[0026] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation further indicates a first determining threshold;
and the method further includes:
determining, by the first terminal device, that a measure-
ment value of a preset parameter is greater than or equal
to the first determining threshold, and receiving, by the
first terminal device, the first indication signal on the first
carrier.
[0027] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation further indicates a third determining threshold,
and the method further includes:

if the first terminal device determines that a meas-
urement value of a preset parameter is less than the
third determining threshold, receiving, by the first ter-
minal device, the first indication signal on the first
carrier, and using a synchronization signal to syn-
chronize with the network device; or
if the first terminal device determines that a meas-
urement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to the third determining threshold, receiving,
by the first terminal device, the first indication signal
on the first carrier, and using the first indication signal
to synchronize with the network device.

[0028] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation further indicates a fifth determining threshold
and a sixth determining threshold, and the fifth determin-
ing threshold is less than the sixth determining threshold;
and the method further includes:

if the first terminal device determines that a meas-
urement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to the fifth determining threshold and less
than the sixth determining threshold, receiving, by
the first terminal device, the first indication signal on
the first carrier, and using a synchronization signal
to synchronize with the network device; or
if the first terminal device determines that a meas-
urement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to the sixth determining threshold, receiving,
by the first terminal device, the first indication signal
on the first carrier, and using the first indication signal
to synchronize with the network device.
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[0029] In a possible design, the first terminal device
receives a reference signal on an anchor carrier, where
the anchor carrier is the first carrier or another carrier; and
the first terminal device determines a reference signal
received power RSRP corresponding to the reference
signal as the measurement value of the preset parame-
ter.
[0030] According to a third aspect, an embodiment of
this application provides an indication signal configura-
tion method, including:
sending, by a network device, first configuration informa-
tion, where the first configuration information indicates a
first determining threshold, or a second determining
threshold, or the first determining threshold and the sec-
ond determining threshold; the first determining thresh-
old is used to instruct a first terminal device to determine
whether to receive a first indication signal on a first carrier;
the second determining threshold is used to instruct the
first terminal device to determine, in case of receiving the
first indication signal on the first carrier, whether to use
a synchronization signal to synchronize with the network
device; and the first terminal device is a terminal device
that needs to receive the first indication signal.
[0031] In this way, the network device can flexibly con-
figure various determining thresholds, so that based on
the determining thresholds, the terminal device deter-
mines whether to receive the first indication signal on the
first carrier or determines, before receiving the first indi-
cation signal on the first carrier, whether to use the syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the network de-
vice.
[0032] In a possible design, the first determining
threshold corresponds to the first carrier, and the second
determining threshold corresponds to the first carrier.
[0033] In a possible design, the first determining
threshold is further used to instruct a second terminal
device to determine whether to receive a second indica-
tion signal on a second carrier; the second determining
threshold is used to instruct the second terminal device
to determine, in case of receiving the second indication
signal on the second carrier, whether to use the synchro-
nization signal to synchronize with the network device;
and the second terminal device is a terminal device that
needs to receive the second indication signal.
[0034] According to a fourth aspect, an embodiment
of this application provides an indication signal configu-
ration method, including:
receiving, by a first terminal device, first configuration
information, where the first configuration information in-
dicates a first determining threshold, or a second deter-
mining threshold, or the first determining threshold and
the second determining threshold; the first determining
threshold is used to instruct the first terminal device to
determine whether to receive a first indication signal on
a first carrier; the second determining threshold is used
to instruct the first terminal device to determine, in case
of receiving the first indication signal on the first carrier,
whether to use a synchronization signal to synchronize

with a network device; the first indication signal is used
to indicate whether the first terminal device continues to
receive a signal or a channel associated with the first
indication signal; and the first terminal device is a terminal
device that needs to receive the first indication signal.
[0035] In a possible design, the first determining
threshold corresponds to the first carrier, and the second
determining threshold corresponds to the first carrier.
[0036] In a possible design, the first determining
threshold is further used to instruct a second terminal
device to determine whether to receive a second indica-
tion signal on a second carrier; the second determining
threshold is used to instruct the second terminal device
to determine, in case of receiving the second indication
signal on the second carrier, whether to use the synchro-
nization signal to synchronize with the network device;
and the second terminal device is a terminal device that
needs to receive the second indication signal.
[0037] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation indicates the first determining threshold, and
the method further includes:
determining, by the first terminal device, that a measure-
ment value of a preset parameter is greater than or equal
to the first determining threshold, and receiving, by the
first terminal device, the first indication signal on the first
carrier.
[0038] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation indicates the second determining threshold,
and the method further includes:
if the first terminal device determines that a measurement
value of a preset parameter is less than the second de-
termining threshold, receiving, by the first terminal de-
vice, the first indication signal on the first carrier, and
using a synchronization signal to synchronize with the
network device; or if the first terminal device determines
that a measurement value of the preset parameter is
greater than or equal to the second determining thresh-
old, receiving, by the first terminal device, the first indi-
cation signal on the first carrier, and using the first indi-
cation signal to synchronize with the network device.
[0039] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation indicates the first determining threshold and
the second determining threshold, and the method fur-
ther includes: if the first terminal device determines that
a measurement value of a preset parameter is greater
than or equal to the first determining threshold and less
than the second determining threshold, receiving, by the
first terminal device, the first indication signal on the first
carrier, and using a synchronization signal to synchronize
with the network device; or if the first terminal device de-
termines that a measurement value of the preset param-
eter is greater than or equal to the second determining
threshold, receiving, by the first terminal device, the first
indication signal on the first carrier, and using the first
indication signal to synchronize with the network device.
[0040] According to a fifth aspect, this application pro-
vides an indication signal configuration apparatus, to per-
form the method in any one of the first aspect or the pos-
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sible designs of the first aspect. Specifically, the appa-
ratus includes units configured to perform the method in
any one of the first aspect or the possible implementa-
tions of the first aspect.
[0041] According to a sixth aspect, this application pro-
vides an indication signal configuration apparatus, to per-
form the method in any one of the third aspect or the
possible designs of the third aspect. Specifically, the ap-
paratus includes units configured to perform the method
in any one of the third aspect or the possible implemen-
tations of the third aspect.
[0042] According to a seventh aspect, this application
provides an indication signal configuration apparatus, to
perform the method in any one of the second aspect or
the possible designs of the second aspect. Specifically,
the apparatus includes units configured to perform the
method in any one of the second aspect or the possible
implementations of the second aspect.
[0043] According to an eighth aspect, this application
provides an indication signal configuration apparatus, to
perform the method in any one of the fourth aspect or
the possible designs of the fourth aspect. Specifically,
the apparatus includes units configured to perform the
method in any one of the fourth aspect or the possible
implementations of the fourth aspect.
[0044] According to a ninth aspect, this application pro-
vides a network device. The device includes a processor,
a transceiver, and a memory. The memory may be con-
figured to store program code, and the processor is con-
figured to invoke the program code in the memory to per-
form the method in any one of the first aspect or the pos-
sible implementations of the first aspect. For specific ex-
ecution steps, refer to the first aspect. Details are not
described herein again.
[0045] According to a tenth aspect, this application pro-
vides a network device. The device includes a processor,
a transceiver, and a memory. The memory may be con-
figured to store program code, and the processor is con-
figured to invoke the program code in the memory to per-
form the method in any one of the third aspect or the
possible implementations of the third aspect. For specific
execution steps, refer to the third aspect. Details are not
described herein again.
[0046] According to an eleventh aspect, this applica-
tion provides a terminal device. The device includes a
processor, a transceiver, and a memory. The memory
may be configured to store program code, and the proc-
essor is configured to invoke the program code in the
memory to perform the method in any one of the second
aspect or the possible implementations of the second
aspect. For specific execution steps, refer to the second
aspect. Details are not described herein again.
[0047] According to a twelfth aspect, this application
provides a terminal device. The device includes a proc-
essor, a transceiver, and a memory. The memory may
be configured to store program code, and the processor
is configured to invoke the program code in the memory
to perform the method in any one of the fourth aspect or

the possible implementations of the fourth aspect. For
specific execution steps, refer to the fourth aspect. De-
tails are not described herein again.
[0048] According to a thirteenth aspect, an embodi-
ment of this application further provides a computer-read-
able storage medium. The computer-readable storage
medium stores a program. When the program is run on
a computer, the computer is enabled to perform the meth-
ods in the foregoing aspects.
[0049] According to a fourteenth aspect, this applica-
tion further provides a computer program product includ-
ing a program. When the computer program product is
run on a computer, the computer is enabled to perform
the methods in the foregoing aspects.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0050]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram 1 of detecting a PD-
CCH in a target search space by a terminal device
based on an indication signal in the background;
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a system architec-
ture according to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 3a and FIG. 3b are schematic flowcharts of an
indication signal configuration method according to
an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of detecting a PDCCH
in a target search space by a terminal device accord-
ing to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 5a and FIG. 5b are schematic diagrams 2 of
detecting a PDCCH in a target search space by a
terminal device based on an indication signal accord-
ing to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 6a and FIG. 6b are schematic diagrams 3 of
detecting a PDCCH in a target search space by a
terminal device based on an indication signal accord-
ing to an embodiment of this application;
FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram 4 of detecting a PD-
CCH in a target search space by a terminal device
based on an indication signal according to an em-
bodiment of this application;
FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of a communications
apparatus according to an embodiment of this appli-
cation;
FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a communications
apparatus according to an embodiment of this appli-
cation;
FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a communications
apparatus according to an embodiment of this appli-
cation;
FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a communications
apparatus according to an embodiment of this appli-
cation; and
FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram of a communications
system according to an embodiment of this applica-
tion.
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DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0051] The following describes the embodiments of
this application with reference to the accompanying
drawings. Technologies described in this application may
be applied to wireless communications systems that use
various radio access technologies, for example, systems
that use access technologies such as code division mul-
tiple access (code division multiple access, CDMA), fre-
quency division multiple access (frequency division mul-
tiple access, FDMA), time division multiple access (time
division multiple access, TDMA), orthogonal frequency
division multiple access (orthogonal frequency division
multiple access, OFDMA), and single carrier-frequency
division multiple access (single carrier-frequency division
multiple access, SC-FDMA). The technologies are also
applicable to a subsequent evolved system such as a
5th generation 5G (also referred to as new radio (new
radio, NR)) system.
[0052] Network elements in the embodiments of this
application include a network device and a terminal. The
network device is an access device for the terminal to
wirelessly access the mobile communications system.
The network device may be a base station (NodeB), an
evolved base station (eNodeB), a base station in a 5G
mobile communications system, a base station in a future
mobile communications system, an access node in a Wi-
Fi system, or the like. A specific technology and a specific
device form used by the network device are not limited
in the embodiments of this application.
[0053] The terminal device (Terminal equipment) may
be user equipment (user equipment, UE), a mobile sta-
tion (mobile station, MS), a mobile terminal (mobile ter-
minal, MT), or the like. The terminal may be a mobile
phone (mobile phone), a tablet computer (Pad), a com-
puter with a wireless transceiver function, a virtual reality
(Virtual Reality, VR) terminal device, an augmented re-
ality (Augmented Reality, AR) terminal device, a wireless
terminal in industrial control (industrial control), a wireless
terminal in self driving (self driving), a wireless terminal
in remote medical surgery (remote medical surgery), a
wireless terminal in a smart grid (smart grid), a wireless
terminal in transportation safety (transportation safety),
a wireless terminal in a smart city (smart city), a wireless
terminal in a smart home (smart home), or the like.
[0054] A diagram of a system architecture in the em-
bodiments of this application is shown in FIG. 2. A net-
work device and user equipment (User Equipment, UE)
1 to UE 3 constitute a communications system. In the
communications system, the UE 1 to the UE 3 may send
uplink data to the network device, and the UE 1 to the
UE 3 may also receive downlink data sent by the network
device.
[0055] The embodiments of this application are mainly
applied to the internet of things, the narrowband internet
of things, or a new radio system.
[0056] Using the NB-IoT as an example, one NB-IoT
carrier (carrier) occupies 180 kHz in frequency domain,

and corresponds to a width of 12 15-kHz subcarrier spac-
ing in LTE. NB-IoT carriers are classified into an anchor
(Anchor) NB-IoT carrier and a non-anchor (non-anchor)
NB-IoT carrier. The anchor NB-IoT carrier is a carrier that
carries at least one of a PSS, an SSS, or a physical broad-
cast channel (Physical Broadcast Channel, PBCH), and
the non-anchor carrier does not carry a PSS, an SSS, or
a PBCH.
[0057] During initial network search, after a terminal
device finds a PSS and an SSS and demodulates a
PBCH, that is, after the terminal device finds an anchor
NB-IoT carrier, the terminal device may camp on the an-
chor NB-IoT carrier. A non-anchor carrier may be con-
figured on the anchor NB-IoT carrier by using system
information block (System Information Block, SIB) infor-
mation. The terminal device may complete paging (pag-
ing) based on the non-anchor carrier, and complete a
random access procedure through a random access
channel (RACH, Random access channel). For a termi-
nal device in a connected mode, the network device may
alternatively configure a non-anchor carrier for the termi-
nal device by using radio resource control (Radio Re-
source Control, RRC) signaling, and the terminal device
and the network device may communicate with each oth-
er based on the non-anchor carrier.
[0058] Whether an indication signal can implement the
foregoing two functions is related to duration (Duration)
of the indication signal, in addition to relating to whether
a design of the indication signal can support the terminal
device in using the indication signal to synchronize with
the network device. Using the NB-IoT as an example,
different NB-IoT carriers may have different transmit
powers. Therefore, indication signals on different NB-IoT
carriers have different coverage areas. For example, a
transmitted indication signal with a 1-ms-subframe length
can support only a terminal with a maximum coupling
loss (Maximum coupling Loss, MCL) of 144 dB, while a
terminal device with an MCL of 164 dB may be incapable
of reliably detecting the indication signal. Therefore, the
duration of the indication signal is related to a coverage
area of the indication signal. If the indication signal needs
to meet a receiving requirement of a terminal device with
worst cell coverage, comparatively long duration of the
indication signal is required. If all terminal devices in a
cell are enabled to be covered by the indication signal,
duration of an indication channel may be excessively
long. Consequently, comparatively high overheads of the
indication signal may be caused, and scheduling of an-
other service may be further affected. Based on this, the
embodiments of this application provide an indication sig-
nal configuration method, to flexibly adjust a coverage
area of an indication signal and control overheads of the
indication signal.
[0059] In the embodiments of this application, the in-
dication signal is also referred to as a wakeup signal
(Wakeup signal, WUS) or a power saving signal (power
saving signal). However, without loss of generality, all
signals that are sent before an existing signal or channel
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and that are used by the terminal device to determine,
based on the signals, whether to continue to receive sig-
nals associated with the signals or process channels as-
sociated with the signals fall within the scope of the indi-
cation signal in this application. The embodiments of this
application are described by using a WUS as an example
without loss of generality in this application.
[0060] FIG. 3a is a flowchart of an indication signal
configuration method. The method includes the following
steps.
[0061] Step 300: A network device sends first config-
uration information and second configuration informa-
tion.
[0062] The first configuration information is used to in-
dicate duration of a first indication signal corresponding
to a first carrier. The second configuration information is
used to indicate duration of a second indication signal
corresponding to a second carrier. The first indication
signal is used to indicate whether a first terminal device
needs to continue to receive a signal or a channel asso-
ciated with the first indication information. The second
indication information is used to indicate whether a sec-
ond terminal device needs to continue to receive a signal
or a channel associated with the second indication infor-
mation. The first terminal device is a terminal device that
needs to receive the first indication signal. The second
terminal device is a terminal device that needs to receive
the second indication signal.
[0063] It should be understood that the terminal device
determines, based on an identifier of the terminal device
and according to a preset rule, a carrier that needs to be
processed or a working carrier, and further determines
an indication signal that needs to be received. For exam-
ple, the terminal device obtains a carrier ID through cal-
culation based on a higher-layer user identifier and ac-
cording to the preset rule that is agreed on with the net-
work device, so that the terminal device determines to
receive a paging message on a carrier corresponding to
the carrier ID or send an uplink physical random access
channel (Physical Random Access Channel, PRACH)
on a carrier corresponding to the carrier ID.
[0064] Specifically, the network device sends the first
configuration information and the second configuration
information on an anchor carrier in a broadcasting man-
ner.
[0065] In a possible design, the duration of the first
indication signal and the duration of the second indication
signal are separately configured.
[0066] In a possible design, the duration of the first
indication signal is different from the duration of the sec-
ond indication signal.
[0067] In a possible design, the first carrier is an anchor
carrier, and the second carrier is a non-anchor carrier;
or the first carrier is a non-anchor carrier, and the second
carrier is an anchor carrier.
[0068] In a possible design, configurations of the du-
ration of the first indication signal and the duration of the
second indication signal may be determined based on

target coverage areas of the indication signals and a pow-
er difference between the first carrier and the second
carrier. Without loss of generality, the target coverage
area is a coverage area corresponding to a maximum
MCL that can meet target detection performance (includ-
ing false alarm rate and miss detection rate performance)
of the terminal device. The MCL is a measure of cover-
age.
[0069] In a possible design, the first configuration in-
formation and the second configuration information may
be carried in one message or two messages.
[0070] For example, when the first carrier is an anchor
carrier and the second carrier is a non-anchor carrier,
the network device may add the first configuration infor-
mation and the second configuration information to two
messages and broadcast the two messages to the ter-
minal device. For another example, when the first carrier
is a non-anchor carrier, and the second carrier is a non-
anchor carrier, the network device may add the first con-
figuration information and the second configuration infor-
mation to different configuration fields of one message,
and broadcast the message to the terminal device.
[0071] It should be understood that the foregoing uses
only the first carrier and the second carrier as examples
for description. The network device may broadcast a plu-
rality of pieces of configuration information, and each
piece of configuration information indicates duration of
an indication signal corresponding to a carrier. Without
loss of generality, this application further protects a case
in which only one carrier is configured.
[0072] Specifically, the duration that is of the first indi-
cation signal corresponding to the first carrier and that is
indicated or configured by using the first configuration
information means that the first terminal device can de-
termine, only after detecting the indicated or configured
duration of the first indication signal, that the network
device does not send the first indication signal. To ensure
the false alarm and miss detection performance, the ter-
minal device can determine that the first indication signal
is not detected only after detecting a signal that is sent
during a sufficiently long time (the configured duration)
or performing joint detection on signals sent within the
duration.
[0073] However, for the first terminal device, when the
terminal device is located within better coverage, it is very
likely to determine that the terminal device detects the
first indication time within a time shorter than the config-
ured duration length. Therefore, in implementation of the
network device, if the network device determines that the
first terminal device is located within better coverage,
when the network device needs to send a WUS signal,
an actual time length for which the network device sends
the WUS may be shorter than the duration that is of the
first indication signal corresponding to the first carrier and
that is configured and indicated by the first configuration
information.
[0074] Step 320a: The first terminal device receives
the first configuration information sent by the network de-
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vice, and parses the first configuration information.
[0075] It should be understood that the first terminal
device can receive the first configuration information and
the second configuration information that are sent by the
network device.
[0076] Herein, it is assumed that a carrier determined
by the first terminal device based on an identifier of the
first terminal device and according to a preset rule is the
first carrier, and the first terminal device supports to re-
ceive or needs to receive the first indication signal. Fur-
ther, the first terminal device determines that configura-
tion information that needs to be parsed is the first con-
figuration information.
[0077] Step 320b: The second terminal device re-
ceives the second configuration information sent by the
network device, and parses the second configuration in-
formation.
[0078] Similarly, the second terminal device can re-
ceive the first configuration information and the second
configuration information that are sent by the network
device. Herein, it is assumed that a carrier determined
by the second terminal device based on an identifier of
the second terminal device and according to a preset rule
is the second carrier, and the second terminal device
supports to receive or needs to receive the second indi-
cation signal. Further, the second terminal device deter-
mines that configuration information that needs to be
parsed is the second configuration information.
[0079] Step 330: The network device sends the first
indication signal on the first carrier, and sends the second
indication signal on the second carrier.
[0080] Step 340a: The first terminal device receives
the first indication signal on the first carrier.
[0081] Step 340b: The second terminal device re-
ceives the second indication signal on the second carrier.
[0082] In comparison with the prior art in which duration
of one indication signal is uniformly configured for differ-
ent carriers, in this embodiment of this application, the
network device can flexibly adjust, based on duration of
an indication signal corresponding to each carrier con-
figuration, a coverage area corresponding to the indica-
tion signal, and can effectively control overheads of the
indication signal.
[0083] Step 350a: The first terminal device continues
to receive the signal or the channel associated with the
first indication information.
[0084] In this case, the first indication signal instructs
the first terminal device to continue to receive the signal
or the channel associated with the first indication infor-
mation.
[0085] Step 350b: The second terminal device skips
continuing to receive the signal or the channel associated
with the first indication information.
[0086] In this case, the second indication signal in-
structs the second terminal device to skip continuing to
receive the signal or the channel associated with the sec-
ond indication information.
[0087] FIG. 3b is a flowchart of an indication signal

configuration method. The method includes the following
steps.
[0088] In another embodiment, the method includes
the following steps.
[0089] Step 300’: A network device sends first config-
uration information.
[0090] The first configuration information is used to in-
dicate duration of a first indication signal corresponding
to a first carrier, and the first indication signal is used to
indicate whether a first terminal device needs to continue
to receive a signal or a channel associated with the first
indication information. The first terminal device is a ter-
minal device that needs to receive the first indication sig-
nal.
[0091] It should be understood that the terminal device
determines, based on an identifier of the terminal device
and according to a preset rule, a carrier that needs to be
processed or a working carrier, and further determines
an indication signal that needs to be received. For exam-
ple, the terminal device obtains a carrier ID through cal-
culation based on a higher-layer user identifier and ac-
cording to the preset rule that is agreed on with the net-
work device, so that the terminal device determines to
receive a paging message on a carrier corresponding to
the carrier ID or send an uplink physical random access
channel (Physical Random Access Channel, PRACH)
on a carrier corresponding to the carrier ID.
[0092] Specifically, the network device sends the first
configuration information on an anchor carrier in a broad-
casting manner.
[0093] In a possible design, the first carrier is an anchor
carrier, or the first carrier is a non-anchor carrier.
[0094] In a possible design, a configuration of the du-
ration of the first indication signal may be determined
based on a target coverage area of the indication signal
and a power difference between the first carrier and the
anchor carrier. Without loss of generality, the target cov-
erage area is a coverage area corresponding to a max-
imum MCL that can meet target detection performance
(including false alarm and miss detection performance)
of the terminal device. The MCL is a measure of cover-
age.
[0095] It should be understood that the foregoing uses
only the first carrier as an example for description. The
network device may broadcast a plurality of pieces of
configuration information, and each piece of configura-
tion information indicates duration of an indication signal
corresponding to a carrier. Without loss of generality, this
application further protects a case in which only one car-
rier is configured.
[0096] Specifically, the duration that is of the first indi-
cation signal corresponding to the first carrier and that is
indicated or configured by using the first configuration
information means that the first terminal device can de-
termine, only after detecting the indicated or configured
duration of the first indication signal, that the based sta-
tion does not send the first indication signal. To ensure
the false alarm and miss detection performance, the ter-
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minal device can determine that the first indication signal
is not detected only after detecting a signal that is sent
during a sufficiently long time (the configured duration)
or performing joint detection on signals sent within the
duration.
[0097] However, for the first terminal device, when the
terminal device is located within better coverage, it is very
likely to determine that the terminal device detects the
first indication time within a time shorter than the config-
ured duration length. Therefore, in implementation of the
base station, if the base station determines that the first
terminal device is located within better coverage, when
the base station needs to send a WUS signal, an actual
time length for which the base station sends the WUS
may be shorter than the duration that is of the first indi-
cation signal corresponding to the first carrier and that is
configured and indicated by the first configuration infor-
mation.
[0098] Step 320a’: The first terminal device receives
the first configuration information sent by the network de-
vice, and parses the first configuration information.
[0099] It should be understood that the first terminal
device can receive the first configuration information sent
by the network device.
[0100] Herein, it is assumed that a carrier determined
by the first terminal device based on an identifier of the
first terminal device and according to a preset rule is the
first carrier, and the first terminal device supports receiv-
ing or needs to receive the first indication signal. Further,
the first terminal device determines that configuration in-
formation that needs to be parsed is the first configuration
information.
[0101] Step 330’: The network device sends the first
indication signal on the first carrier.
[0102] Step 340a’: The first terminal device receives
the first indication signal on the first carrier.
[0103] In comparison with the prior art in which duration
of one indication signal is uniformly configured for differ-
ent carriers, in this embodiment of this application, the
network device can flexibly adjust, based on duration of
an indication signal corresponding to each carrier con-
figuration, a coverage area corresponding to the indica-
tion signal, and can effectively control overheads of the
indication signal.
[0104] Step 350a’: The first terminal device continues
to receive the signal or the channel associated with the
first indication information. In this case, the first indication
signal instructs the first terminal device to continue to
receive the signal or the channel associated with the first
indication information; or
the terminal device skips continuing to receive the signal
or the channel associated with the first indication infor-
mation. In this case, the first indication signal instructs
the first terminal device to skip continuing to receive the
signal or the channel associated with the first indication
information.
[0105] Further, the embodiments of this application fur-
ther provide the following several types of configurations

for the indication signal by the network device. The fol-
lowing uses an example in which only the first terminal
device receives an indication signal for description. An-
other terminal device has a same processing process.
The following configuration does not depend on the em-
bodiment shown in FIG. 2, and may be used independ-
ently.
[0106] Manner 1: The first configuration information
further indicates a first determining threshold, and the
first determining threshold is used to instruct the first ter-
minal device to determine whether to receive the first
indication signal on the first carrier.
[0107] Specifically, if the first terminal device deter-
mines that a measurement value of a preset parameter
is less than the first determining threshold corresponding
to the first carrier, the first terminal device does not re-
ceive the first indication signal on the first carrier; or
if the first terminal device determines that a measurement
value of a preset parameter is greater than or equal to
the first determining threshold corresponding to the first
carrier, the first terminal device receives the first indica-
tion signal on the first carrier.
[0108] Further, receiving the first indication signal on
the first carrier means that the terminal device receives
the first indication signal, and determines, based on an
indication of the first indication signal, whether to contin-
ue to receive the signal associated with the first indication
signal or process the channel associated with the first
indication signal. If the first indication signal instructs the
terminal device to continue to receive the signal associ-
ated with the first indication signal or process the channel
associated with the first indication signal, the terminal
device continues to receive the signal associated with
the first indication signal or process the channel associ-
ated with the first indication signal; or if the first indication
signal instructs the terminal device to skip continuing to
receive the signal associated with the first indication sig-
nal or process the channel associated with the first indi-
cation signal, the terminal device does not receive the
signal associated with the first indication signal or proc-
ess the channel associated with the first indication signal.
Optionally, the terminal device may turn off a receiver to
reduce power consumption. Not receiving the first indi-
cation signal on the first carrier means that the terminal
device does not use the first indication signal, but directly
receives the signal associated with the first indication sig-
nal or processes the channel associated with the first
indication signal.
[0109] It can be learned from the foregoing descrip-
tions that when the measurement value of the preset pa-
rameter is less than the first determining threshold cor-
responding to the first carrier, the first terminal device is
located outside the target coverage area of the first indi-
cation signal, for example, the first terminal device is lo-
cated in a cell edge area or a poor coverage area. If the
first terminal device still determines, by receiving the in-
dication signal, whether the first terminal device needs
to continue to receive the signal associated with the in-
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dication information or process the channel associated
with the indication signal, due to missing detection of the
indication signal, there is a high probability that the first
terminal device does not receive the associated signal
that needs to be received or does not process the asso-
ciated channel that needs to be processed. This causes
data loss, and affects communication between the first
terminal device and the network device.
[0110] It should be understood that the first determin-
ing threshold herein is configured for the first carrier, and
the network device may configure different determining
thresholds for different carriers. For example, second
configuration information further indicates a second de-
termining threshold, and the second determining thresh-
old is used to instruct a second terminal device to deter-
mine whether to receive a second indication signal on a
second carrier. Alternatively, the network device may uni-
formly configure a same determining threshold for differ-
ent carriers. For details, refer to Manner 4 in the following.
[0111] Manner 2: The first configuration information
further indicates a third determining threshold.
[0112] The third determining threshold corresponding
to the first carrier is used to instruct the first terminal de-
vice to determine, in case of receiving the first indication
signal on the first carrier, whether to use a synchroniza-
tion signal to synchronize with the network device.
[0113] Specifically, if the first terminal device deter-
mines that a measurement value of a preset parameter
is less than the third determining threshold, the first ter-
minal device first uses the synchronization signal to syn-
chronize with the network device, and then receives the
first indication signal on the first carrier. Alternatively, in
another implementation, if the first terminal device deter-
mines that a measurement value of a preset parameter
is less than the third determining threshold, the first ter-
minal device does not use the synchronization signal to
perform synchronization before receiving the first indica-
tion signal on the first carrier, but after receiving the first
indication signal before receiving the signal associated
with the first indication signal or processing the channel
associated with the first indication signal, uses the syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the network de-
vice; or
if the first terminal device determines that a measurement
value of a preset parameter is greater than or equal to
the third determining threshold, the first terminal device
receives the first indication signal on the first carrier, and
uses the first indication signal to synchronize with the
network device.
[0114] It can be learned from the foregoing descrip-
tions that when the measurement value of the preset pa-
rameter is less than the third determining threshold, if the
first terminal device still uses the indication signal to syn-
chronize with the network device, this may cause a syn-
chronization failure, and affect communication between
the first terminal device and the network device. There-
fore, the first terminal device needs to use the synchro-
nization signal (for example, a PSS and an SSS) to syn-

chronize with the network device.
[0115] It should be understood that the third determin-
ing threshold herein is configured for the first carrier, and
the network device may configure different determining
thresholds for different carriers. For example, second
configuration information further indicates a fourth deter-
mining threshold, and the fourth determining threshold
is used to instruct the second terminal device to deter-
mine, in case of receiving the second indication signal
on the second carrier, whether to use the synchronization
signal to synchronize with the network device. Alterna-
tively, the network device may uniformly configure a
same determining threshold for different carriers. For de-
tails, refer to Manner 5 in the following.
[0116] Manner 3: The first configuration information
further indicates a fifth determining threshold and a sixth
determining threshold. The fifth determining threshold is
less than the sixth determining threshold.
[0117] The fifth determining threshold and the sixth de-
termining threshold are used to instruct the first terminal
device to determine whether to receive the first indication
signal on the first carrier, and determine, in case of re-
ceiving the first indication signal on the first carrier, wheth-
er to use a synchronization signal to synchronize with
the network device.
[0118] If the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is less than
the fifth determining threshold, the first terminal device
does not receive the first indication signal on the first
carrier.
[0119] If the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to the fifth determining threshold and less than
the sixth determining threshold, the first terminal device
first uses the synchronization signal to synchronize with
the network device, and then receives the first indication
signal on the first carrier; or if the first terminal device
determines that a measurement value of a preset param-
eter is greater than or equal to the fifth determining
threshold and less than the sixth determining threshold,
after receiving the first indication signal on the first carrier,
the first terminal device uses the synchronization signal
to synchronize with the network device.
[0120] If the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to the sixth determining threshold, the first ter-
minal device receives the first indication signal on the
first carrier, and uses the first indication signal to syn-
chronize with the network device.
[0121] Manner 3 may be considered as a combination
of Manner 1 and Manner 2. For details, refer to the spe-
cific descriptions of Manner 1 and Manner 2. Repeated
parts are not described again.
[0122] It should be understood that the fifth determin-
ing threshold and the sixth determining threshold herein
are configured for the first carrier, and the network device
may configure different determining thresholds for differ-
ent carriers. For example, second configuration informa-
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tion further indicates a seventh determining threshold
and an eighth determining threshold. The seventh deter-
mining threshold is less than the eighth determining
threshold. The seventh determining threshold and the
eighth determining threshold are used to instruct the sec-
ond terminal device to determine whether to receive the
second indication signal on the second carrier, and de-
termine, in case of receiving the second indication signal
on the second carrier, whether to use the synchronization
signal to synchronize with the network device. Alterna-
tively, the network device may uniformly configure a
same determining threshold for different carriers. For de-
tails, refer to Manner 6 in the following.
[0123] It should be understood that the fifth determin-
ing threshold may be equal to or unequal to the first de-
termining threshold in Manner 1, and the sixth determin-
ing threshold may be equal to or unequal to the third
determining threshold in Manner 2.
[0124] According to the method provided in Manner 3,
the first terminal device can accurately determine, based
on the measurement value of the preset parameter, the
fifth determining threshold, and the sixth determining
threshold, a case in which an indication signal is not re-
ceived, a case in which an indication signal is received
but the indication signal is not used to synchronize with
the network device, and a case in which an indication
signal is received and the indication signal is used to
synchronize with the network device. Therefore, in Man-
ner 3, it can be better ensured that the first terminal device
and the network device normally communicate with each
other, and ensured that the terminal device always se-
lects a low-power-consumption manner to communicate
with the network device.
[0125] It should be understood that the determining
thresholds in Manner 1 to Manner 3 are all based on a
carrier configuration, that is, the network device needs
to configure a corresponding determining threshold for
each carrier. Alternatively, the network device may uni-
formly configure a same determining threshold for differ-
ent carriers. A difference between Manner 4 to Manner
6 and Manner 1 to Manner 3 lies in that the network device
configures only one determining threshold if determining
thresholds have a same function.
[0126] Manner 4: The network device sends third con-
figuration information, where the third configuration in-
formation indicates a ninth determining threshold. The
ninth determining threshold is used to instruct the termi-
nal device that needs to receive the first indication signal
to determine whether to receive the first indication signal
on the first carrier, and is used to instruct the second
terminal device to determine whether to receive the sec-
ond indication signal on the second carrier.
[0127] It should be understood that the first carrier and
the second carrier herein are merely examples, and other
carriers configured in the cell may be further included.
Therefore, regardless of which carrier is determined by
the first terminal device, the ninth determining threshold
may be used to determine whether the corresponding

indication signal is received on the determined carrier.
[0128] For example, if a carrier determined by a termi-
nal device A is the first carrier, and the terminal device
A determines that a measurement value of a preset pa-
rameter is greater than or equal to the ninth determining
threshold, the terminal device A receives the first indica-
tion signal on the first carrier; or if the terminal device A
determines that a measurement value of a preset param-
eter is less than the ninth determining threshold, the ter-
minal device A does not receive the first indication signal
on the first carrier.
[0129] For example, if a carrier determined by the ter-
minal device A is the second carrier, and the terminal
device A determines that a measurement value of a pre-
set parameter is greater than or equal to the ninth deter-
mining threshold, the terminal device A receives the sec-
ond indication signal on the second carrier; or if the ter-
minal device A determines that a measurement value of
a preset parameter is less than the ninth determining
threshold, the terminal device A does not receive the sec-
ond indication signal on the second carrier.
[0130] Therefore, a function of the ninth determining
threshold herein is the same as a function of the first
determining threshold in Manner 1. According to the
method provided in Manner 4, the network device does
not need to separately configure a determining threshold
for each carrier, and all carriers share one determining
threshold, that is, the ninth determining threshold.
[0131] Manner 5: The network device sends fourth
configuration information, where the fourth configuration
information indicates a tenth determining threshold.
[0132] The tenth determining threshold is used to in-
struct the first terminal device to determine, in case of
receiving the first indication signal on the first carrier,
whether to use a synchronization signal to synchronize
with the network device; and is used to instruct the sec-
ond terminal device to determine, in case of receiving
the second indication signal on the second carrier, wheth-
er to use the synchronization signal to synchronize with
the network device.
[0133] If the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is less than
the tenth determining threshold, the first terminal device
first uses the synchronization signal to synchronize with
the network device, and then receives the first indication
signal on the first carrier. Alternatively, if the first terminal
device determines that a measurement value of a preset
parameter is less than the tenth determining threshold,
after receiving the first indication signal on the first carrier,
the first terminal device uses the synchronization signal
to synchronize with the network device.
[0134] If the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to the tenth determining threshold, the first ter-
minal device receives the first indication signal on the
first carrier, and uses the first indication signal to syn-
chronize with the network device.
[0135] Therefore, a function of the tenth determining
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threshold herein is the same as a function of the third
determining threshold in Manner 2. According to the
method provided in Manner 5, the network device does
not need to separately configure a determining threshold
for each carrier, and all carriers share one determining
threshold, that is, the tenth determining threshold.
[0136] Manner 6: The network device sends fifth con-
figuration information, where the fifth configuration infor-
mation indicates an eleventh determining threshold and
a twelfth determining threshold.
[0137] The eleventh determining threshold and the
twelfth determining threshold are used to instruct the first
terminal device to determine whether to receive the first
indication signal on the first carrier, and determine, in
case of receiving the first indication signal on the first
carrier, whether to use a synchronization signal to syn-
chronize with the network device; and are used to instruct
the second terminal device to determine whether to re-
ceive the second indication signal on the second carrier,
and determine, in case of receiving the second indication
signal on the second carrier, whether to use the synchro-
nization signal to synchronize with the network device.
The eleventh determining threshold is less than the
twelfth determining threshold.
[0138] A carrier determined by the first terminal device
is the first carrier. If the first terminal device determines
that a measurement value of a preset parameter is less
than the eleventh determining threshold, the first terminal
device does not receive the first indication signal on the
first carrier.
[0139] If the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to the eleventh determining threshold and less
than the twelfth determining threshold, the first terminal
device first uses the synchronization signal to synchro-
nize with the network device, and then receives the first
indication signal on the first carrier; or if the first terminal
device determines that a measurement value of a preset
parameter is greater than or equal to the eleventh deter-
mining threshold and less than the twelfth determining
threshold, after receiving the first indication signal on the
first carrier, the first terminal device uses the synchroni-
zation signal to synchronize with the network device.
[0140] If the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to the twelfth determining threshold, the first ter-
minal device receives the first indication signal on the
first carrier, and uses the first indication signal to syn-
chronize with the network device.
[0141] The measurement value of the preset parame-
ter in Manner 1 to Manner 6 may be an RSRP value
obtained by the terminal device through measurement
based on an NPSSS and an NSSS that are sent on an
anchor carrier.
[0142] For example, for Manner 1, when the RSRP val-
ue is greater than the first determining threshold, the first
terminal device receives the first indication signal on the
first carrier, and determines, by using the first indication

signal, whether the signal associated with the first indi-
cation signal needs to be received or the channel asso-
ciated with the first indication signal needs to be proc-
essed; or when the RSRP value is less than the first de-
termining threshold, the first terminal device does not re-
ceive the first indication signal, but directly receives the
signal associated with the first indication signal or proc-
esses the channel associated with the first indication sig-
nal.
[0143] Similarly, for Manner 4, when the RSRP value
is greater than the ninth determining threshold, the first
terminal device receives the first indication signal on the
first carrier, and determines, by using the first indication
signal, whether the signal associated with the first indi-
cation signal needs to be received or the channel asso-
ciated with the first indication signal needs to be proc-
essed; or when the RSRP value is less than the ninth
determining threshold, the first terminal device does not
receive the first indication signal, but directly receives the
signal associated with the first indication signal or proc-
esses the channel associated with the first indication sig-
nal.
[0144] For another example, for Manner 2, when the
RSRP value is greater than the third determining thresh-
old, it indicates that the first terminal device receives the
first indication signal on the first carrier, and uses the first
indication signal to directly perform synchronization; or
when the RSRP value is less than the third determining
threshold, the first terminal device does not use the first
indication signal to perform synchronization, but uses the
synchronization signal to perform synchronization before
or after receiving the first indication signal.
[0145] Similarly, for Manner 5, when the RSRP value
is greater than the tenth determining threshold, it indi-
cates that the first terminal device receives the first indi-
cation signal on the first carrier, and uses the first indi-
cation signal to directly perform synchronization; or when
the RSRP value is less than the third determining thresh-
old, the first terminal device does not use the first indica-
tion signal to perform synchronization, but uses the syn-
chronization signal to perform synchronization before or
after receiving the first indication signal.
[0146] For another example, for Manner 3, when the
RSRP value is less than the fifth determining threshold,
the first terminal device does not receive the first indica-
tion signal, but directly receives the signal associated
with the first indication signal or processes the channel
associated with the first indication signal; when the RSRP
value is greater than the fifth determining threshold and
less than the sixth determining threshold, the first termi-
nal device does not use the first indication signal to per-
form synchronization, but uses the synchronization sig-
nal to perform synchronization before or after receiving
the first indication signal; or when the RSRP value is
greater than the sixth determining threshold, the first ter-
minal device receives the first indication signal on the
first carrier, and uses the first indication signal to directly
perform synchronization.
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[0147] Similarly, for Manner 6, when the RSRP value
is less than the eleventh determining threshold, the first
terminal device does not receive the first indication sig-
nal, but directly receives the signal associated with the
first indication signal or processes the channel associat-
ed with the first indication signal; when the RSRP value
is greater than the eleventh determining threshold and
less than the twelfth determining threshold, the first ter-
minal device does not use the first indication signal to
perform synchronization, but uses the synchronization
signal to perform synchronization before or after receiv-
ing the first indication signal; or when the RSRP value is
greater than the twelfth determining threshold, the first
terminal device receives the first indication signal on the
first carrier, and uses the first indication signal to directly
perform synchronization.
[0148] Without loss of generality, the measurement
value of the preset parameter may be alternatively a
measurement value of another parameter, and a deter-
mining condition may accordingly change. For example,
if the preset parameter is a quantity of subframes required
by the terminal device to receive a paging message, a
smaller quantity of subframes indicates better signal cov-
erage in an area in which the terminal device is located,
and indicates better signal quality of an indication signal
received by the terminal device. For another example, if
the preset parameter is a transmission time length re-
quired by the terminal device to achieve WUS detection
performance, a shorter required transmission time length
indicates better signal coverage of an area in which the
terminal device is located, and indicates better signal
quality of an indication signal received by the terminal
device. In this case, the threshold is a WUS sending time
length configured by the network.
[0149] In this case, for Manner 1, the determining con-
dition correspondingly changes to: If the first terminal de-
vice determines that the measurement value of the preset
parameter is greater than the first determining threshold,
the first terminal device does not receive the first indica-
tion signal on the first carrier; or if the first terminal device
determines that the measurement value of the preset pa-
rameter is less than or equal to the first determining
threshold, the first terminal device receives the first indi-
cation signal on the first carrier.
[0150] Similarly, for Manner 4, only the first determin-
ing threshold needs to be replaced with the ninth deter-
mining threshold.
[0151] For Manner 2, the determining condition corre-
spondingly changes to: If the first terminal device deter-
mines that the measurement value of the preset param-
eter is greater than or equal to the third determining
threshold, the first terminal device first uses the synchro-
nization signal to synchronize with the network device,
and then receives the first indication signal on the first
carrier; or if the first terminal device determines that the
measurement value of the preset parameter is greater
than or equal to the third determining threshold, the first
terminal device does not use the synchronization signal

to perform synchronization before receiving the first in-
dication signal on the first carrier, but after receiving the
first indication signal before receiving the signal associ-
ated with the first indication signal or processing the chan-
nel associated with the first indication signal, uses the
synchronization signal to synchronize with the network
device; or
if the first terminal device determines that the measure-
ment value of the preset parameter is less than the third
determining threshold, the first terminal device receives
the first indication signal on the first carrier, and uses the
first indication signal to synchronize with the network de-
vice.
[0152] Similarly, for Manner 5, only the third determin-
ing threshold needs to be replaced with the tenth deter-
mining threshold.
[0153] For Manner 3, if the first terminal device deter-
mines that the measurement value of the preset param-
eter is greater than or equal to the sixth determining
threshold, the first terminal device does not receive the
first indication signal on the first carrier.
[0154] If the first terminal device determines that the
measurement value of the preset parameter is greater
than or equal to the fifth determining threshold and less
than the sixth determining threshold, the first terminal
device first uses the synchronization signal to synchro-
nize with the network device, and then receives the first
indication signal on the first carrier; or if the first terminal
device determines that the measurement value of the
preset parameter is greater than or equal to the fifth de-
termining threshold and less than the sixth determining
threshold, after receiving the first indication signal on the
first carrier, the first terminal device uses the synchroni-
zation signal to synchronize with the network device.
[0155] If the first terminal device determines that the
measurement value of the preset parameter is less than
the fifth determining threshold, the first terminal device
receives the first indication signal on the first carrier, and
uses the first indication signal to synchronize with the
network device.
[0156] Similarly, for Manner 6, only the fifth determin-
ing threshold needs to be replaced with the eleventh de-
termining threshold and the sixth determining threshold
needs to be replaced with the twelfth determining thresh-
old.
[0157] Without loss of generality, the network device
may configure different measurement values of preset
parameters and corresponding first determining thresh-
olds based on a relationship between a measurement
value of a preset parameter and signal coverage of an
area in which the first terminal device is located; and
based on a configuration of the network device, the first
terminal device determines, based on an indication of
the first indication signal, whether to receive the signal
associated with the first indication signal or process the
channel associated with the first indication signal.
[0158] Generally, when signal receiving quality corre-
sponding to the measurement value, obtained through
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measurement by the first terminal device, of the preset
parameter is lower than signal receiving quality corre-
sponding to the first determining threshold, the first ter-
minal device does not receive the first indication signal
on the first carrier, and does not use the first indication
signal to determine whether to receive the signal asso-
ciated with the first indication signal or process the chan-
nel associated with the first indication signal; or when
signal receiving quality corresponding to the measure-
ment value, obtained through measurement by the first
terminal device, of the preset parameter is higher than
or the same as signal receiving quality corresponding to
the first determining threshold, the first terminal device
receives the first indication signal on the first carrier, and
uses the first indication signal to determine whether to
receive the signal associated with the first indication sig-
nal or process the channel associated with the first indi-
cation signal.
[0159] Similarly, when signal receiving quality corre-
sponding to the measurement value, obtained through
measurement by the first terminal device, of the preset
parameter is lower than signal receiving quality corre-
sponding to the third determining threshold, the first ter-
minal device does not use the first indication signal to
perform synchronization; or when signal receiving quality
corresponding to the measurement value, obtained
through measurement by the first terminal device, of the
preset parameter is higher than or the same as signal
receiving quality corresponding to the third determining
threshold, the first terminal device uses the first indication
signal to perform synchronization.
[0160] Therefore, a function of the eleventh determin-
ing threshold herein is the same as a function of the fifth
determining threshold in Manner 3, a function of the
twelfth determining threshold is the same as a function
of the sixth determining threshold in Manner 3. According
to the method provided in Manner 6, the network device
does not need to separately configure two determining
thresholds for each carrier, and all carriers share the elev-
enth determining threshold and the twelfth determining
threshold.
[0161] In an example, the determining thresholds men-
tioned in Manner 1 to Manner 6 are all set for a reference
signal received power (Reference Signal Received Pow-
er, RSRP). The first terminal device receives a reference
signal on an anchor carrier, and determines an RSRP
corresponding to the reference signal as the measure-
ment value of the preset parameter. The anchor carrier
herein may be the first carrier, the second carrier, or an-
other carrier.
[0162] Without loss of generality, the measurement
value of the preset parameter may be alternatively an-
other parameter, and the determining condition may ac-
cordingly change. For example, if the preset parameter
is a quantity of subframes required by the terminal device
to receive a paging message, a smaller quantity of sub-
frames indicates better coverage for the terminal device.
In this case, the determining condition in this solution of

this application is correspondingly adjusted.
[0163] For another example, the measurement value
of the preset parameter is a WUS sending time length
required when the terminal device detects that a WUS
meets preset detection performance, and a configured
threshold is a WUS sending time length configured by
the network. In this case, a smaller measurement value
of the preset parameter indicates better coverage for the
terminal device. In this case, the determining condition
in this solution of this application is correspondingly ad-
justed.
[0164] Without loss of generality, based on a relation-
ship between a measurement value of a preset param-
eter and terminal coverage, different relationships be-
tween measurement values of preset parameters and
determining thresholds are used to determine whether
to use the first indication information to perform synchro-
nization. Generally, when terminal coverage correspond-
ing to the measurement value of the preset parameter is
poorer than terminal coverage corresponding to the de-
termining threshold, the first terminal device does not re-
ceive the first indication signal on the first carrier, and
does not use the first indication signal to determine
whether to process a subsequent associated channel or
signal; or when terminal coverage corresponding to the
measurement value of the preset parameter is better than
or the same as terminal coverage corresponding to the
determining threshold, the first terminal device receives
the first indication signal on the first carrier, and deter-
mines, by using the first indication signal, whether to proc-
ess a subsequent associated channel or signal.
[0165] Without loss of generality, based on a relation-
ship between a measurement value of a preset param-
eter and terminal coverage, different relationships be-
tween measurement values of preset parameters and
determining thresholds are used to determine whether
to use the first indication information to perform synchro-
nization. Generally, when terminal coverage correspond-
ing to the measurement value of the preset parameter is
poorer than terminal coverage corresponding to the de-
termining threshold, the first terminal device does not use
the first indication signal on the first carrier to perform
synchronization; or when terminal coverage correspond-
ing to the measurement value of the preset parameter is
better than or the same as terminal coverage correspond-
ing to the determining threshold, the first terminal device
uses the first indication signal to perform synchronization.
[0166] The following describes the foregoing manners
with reference to specific embodiments.
[0167] In the prior art, when the terminal device is in
an idle mode, the network device configures an idle mode
discontinuous reception cycle (IDLE mode Discontinu-
ous Reception, IDLE mode DRX cycle, referred to as
DRX cycle below), and the terminal device wakes up at
time locations of these DRX cycles used as cycles. The
time location is referred to as a paging occasion (Paging
Occasion, PO). The terminal device detects a common
search space (common Search Space) starting from a
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PO. If the terminal device detects a PDCCH scheduled
to the terminal device, that is, DCI carried on the PDCCH
is scrambled by using a paging-radio network temporary
identifier (Paging-Radio Network Temporary Identity, P-
RNTI), the terminal device demodulates and decodes a
paging message (Paging message) carried on a PDSCH
scheduled by using the DCI. As shown in FIG. 4, it can
be learned that before the terminal device detects the
common search space starting from the PO, because
the terminal device is no longer in synchronization with
the network device after the terminal device sleeps for
duration of a DRX cycle, the terminal device needs to
synchronize with the network device. For example, the
terminal device synchronizes with the network device by
using a PSS or an SSS. Therefore, after an indication
signal (for example, a WUS) is introduced, the terminal
device may not need to use the PSS and the SSS to
synchronize with the network device, but use the indica-
tion signal to synchronize with the network device, there-
by further reducing power consumption of the terminal
device.
[0168] Specifically, the terminal device may read the
WUS in the following three manners.
[0169] Procedure (procedure) 1: This procedure is
used to determine whether the terminal device needs to
further receive subsequent paging, that is, determine
whether to detect the PDCCH in the common search
space starting from the PO, but the terminal device needs
to synchronize with the network device first.
[0170] Specifically, before receiving the WUS, the ter-
minal device first synchronizes with the network device
by using the PSS and the SSS. After completing the syn-
chronization, the terminal device receives the WUS. If
indication information carried in the WUS instructs the
terminal device to continue to process a subsequent as-
sociated PDCCH and PDSCH, the terminal device con-
tinues to detect the PDCCH in the common search space
starting from the PO, as shown in FIG. 5a. If indication
information carried in the received WUS instructs the ter-
minal device not to process a subsequent associated PD-
CCH and PDSCH, the terminal device does not need to
continue to detect the PDCCH in the common search
space starting from the PO, as shown in FIG. 5b.
[0171] Specifically, the WUS may carry, in the following
manner, the indication information to indicate whether
the terminal device continues to process the subsequent
associated channel or signal: When a preset WUS signal
is sent, it indicates that the terminal device is instructed
to continue to process the subsequent associated chan-
nel or signal; or when no preset WUS signal is sent (in
this case, the network device may send another signal
or scheduling data, which is generally denoted as send-
ing DTX), it indicates that the terminal device is instructed
to skip continuing to process the subsequent associated
channel or signal.
[0172] In another example, the WUS may carry, in the
following manner, the indication information to indicate
whether the terminal device continues to process the

subsequent associated channel or signal: When a preset
WUS signal 1 is sent, it indicates that the terminal device
is instructed to continue to process the subsequent as-
sociated channel or signal; or when a preset WUS signal
2 is sent, it indicates that the terminal device is instructed
to skip continuing to process the subsequent associated
channel or signal.
[0173] The foregoing are two examples in which the
indication information carried in the WUS indicates
whether the terminal device continues to process the
subsequent associated channel or signal. This applica-
tion is not limited to the foregoing two manners.
[0174] Procedure 2: This procedure is used to deter-
mine whether the terminal device needs to further receive
subsequent paging, that is, determine whether to detect
the PDCCH in the common search space starting from
the PO, and the terminal device may use a WUS to im-
plement time-frequency synchronization with the net-
work device, and directly detect the PDCCH in the com-
mon search space starting from the PO.
[0175] Specifically, the terminal device receives the
WUS. If the terminal device receives the WUS, and the
terminal device simultaneously implements time-fre-
quency synchronization with the network device, the ter-
minal device directly continues to detect the PDCCH in
the common search space starting from the PO, as
shown in FIG. 6a; or if the terminal device receives no
WUS, the terminal device does not need to continue to
detect the PDCCH in the common search space starting
from the PO, as shown in FIG. 6b.
[0176] Procedure 3: This procedure is used to deter-
mine whether the terminal device needs to further receive
subsequent paging, that is, determine whether to detect
the PDCCH in the common search space starting from
the PO. However, after receiving a WUS, the terminal
device needs to first synchronize with the network device,
and then the terminal device detects the PDCCH in the
common search space starting from the PO.
[0177] Specifically, the terminal device receives the
WUS. If the terminal device receives the WUS, the ter-
minal device first needs to synchronize with the network
device, and then detects the PDCCH in the common
search space starting from the PO, as shown in FIG. 7;
or if the terminal device receives no WUS, the terminal
device does not need to synchronize with the network
device, and the terminal device does not need to continue
to detect PDCCH in the common search space starting
from the PO either, as shown in FIG. 6b.
[0178] It can be learned from the foregoing descrip-
tions that differences among the procedure 1, the proce-
dure 3, and the procedure 2 lie in: The WUS is not used
to synchronize with the network device in both the pro-
cedure 1 and the procedure 3, and the WUS is used to
synchronize with the network device in the procedure 2;
in the procedure 2 and the procedure 3, pre-synchroni-
zation is not required before the WUS is detected, but in
the procedure 1, pre-synchronization is required before
the WUS is detected. A difference between the procedure
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1 and the procedure 3 lies in: Synchronization is first per-
formed with the network device and then the WUS is
received in the procedure 1, while the WUS is first re-
ceived and then synchronization is performed with the
network device in the procedure 3.
[0179] For example, it is assumed that user equipment
(User Equipment, UE) determines that a carrier on which
the UE operates is the first carrier, that the UE is in an
idle mode, that the UE wakes up at a time location with
a DRX cycle used as a cycle, that the first configuration
information indicates the first determining threshold (cor-
responding to Manner 1) or the third configuration infor-
mation indicates the ninth determining threshold (corre-
sponding to Manner 4), and that the first determining
threshold = the ninth determining threshold = A.
[0180] If the UE determines that a measured RSRP 1
< A, the UE directly detects the PDCCH in the common
search space starting from the PO, and does not receive
or process the WUS.
[0181] If the UE determines that a measured RSRP 1
≥ A, when the UE receives the WUS or indication infor-
mation carried in the WUS instructs the UE to continue
to process the subsequent associated PDCCH and PD-
SCH, the UE detects the PDCCH in the common search
space starting from the PO; or if the UE receives no WUS
or indication information carried in the WUS instructs the
UE to skip continuing to process the subsequent asso-
ciated PDCCH and PDSCH, the UE does not detect the
PDCCH in the common search space starting from the
PO.
[0182] For another example, it is assumed that a carrier
that is determined by UE and on which the UE operates
or on which the UE camps is the first carrier, that the UE
is in an idle mode, that the UE wakes up at a time location
with a DRX cycle used as a cycle, that the first configu-
ration information indicates the third determining thresh-
old (corresponding to Manner 2) or the fourth configura-
tion information indicates the tenth determining threshold
(corresponding to Manner 5), and that the third determin-
ing threshold = the tenth determining threshold = B.
[0183] If the UE determines that a measured RSRP 1
< B, the UE performs the foregoing procedure 1. To be
specific, before receiving the WUS, the UE first synchro-
nizes with the network device. If receiving the WUS, the
UE continues to detect the PDCCH in the common search
space starting from the PO. If receiving no WUS, the UE
does not detect the PDCCH in the common search space
starting from the PO. Alternatively, the UE performs the
foregoing procedure 3. If receiving the WUS, the UE syn-
chronizes with the network device after receiving the
WUS, and continues to detect the PDCCH in the common
search space starting from the PO. If receiving no WUS,
the UE does not detect the PDCCH in the common search
space starting from the PO.
[0184] If the UE determines that a measured RSRP 1
≥ B, the UE performs the foregoing procedure 2. To be
specific, if the UE receives the WUS or indication infor-
mation carried in the WUS instructs the UE to continue

to process the subsequent associated PDCCH and PD-
SCH, and the UE may simultaneously implement time-
frequency synchronization with the network device, the
UE continues to detect the PDCCH in the common search
space starting from the PO; or if the UE receives no WUS
or indication information carried in the WUS instructs the
UE to skip continuing to process the subsequent asso-
ciated PDCCH and PDSCH, the UE does not detect the
PDCCH in the common search space starting from the
PO.
[0185] For another example, it is assumed that a carrier
that is determined by UE and on which the UE operates
or on which the UE camps is the first carrier, that the UE
is in an idle mode, that the UE wakes up at a time location
with a DRX cycle used as a cycle, that the first configu-
ration information indicates the fifth determining thresh-
old and the sixth determining threshold (corresponding
to Manner 3) or the fifth configuration information indi-
cates the eleventh determining threshold and the twelfth
determining threshold (corresponding to Manner 6), that
the fifth determining threshold = the eleventh determining
threshold = A, and that the sixth determining threshold =
the twelfth determining threshold = B.
[0186] If the UE determines that a measured RSRP 1
< A, the UE directly detects the PDCCH in the common
search space starting from the PO, and does not receive
the WUS.
[0187] If the UE determines that A ≤ RSRP 1 < B, the
UE performs the foregoing procedure 1. To be specific,
before receiving the WUS, the UE first synchronizes with
the network device. If receiving the WUS, the UE contin-
ues to detect the PDCCH in the common search space
starting from the PO. If receiving no WUS, the UE does
not detect the PDCCH in the common search space start-
ing from the PO. Alternatively, the UE performs the fore-
going procedure 3. If receiving the WUS, the UE syn-
chronizes with the network device after receiving the
WUS, and continues to detect the PDCCH in the common
search space starting from the PO. If receiving no WUS,
the UE does not detect the PDCCH in the common search
space starting from the PO.
[0188] If the UE determines that a measured RSRP 1
≥ B, the UE performs the foregoing procedure 2. To be
specific, if the UE receives the WUS and the UE may
also implement time-frequency synchronization with the
network device, the UE continues to detect the PDCCH
in the common search space starting from the PO; or if
the UE receives no WUS, the UE does not detect the
PDCCH in the common search space starting from the
PO.
[0189] The solutions provided in this application are
described above mainly from a perspective of interaction
between network elements. It may be understood that,
the network elements include corresponding hardware
structures and/or software modules for performing the
foregoing functions. A person skilled in the art should be
easily aware that, units and algorithm steps in the exam-
ples described with reference to the embodiments dis-
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closed in this application may be implemented by hard-
ware or a combination of hardware and computer soft-
ware. Whether a function is performed by hardware or
hardware driven by computer software depends on par-
ticular applications and design constraints of the techni-
cal solutions. A person skilled in the art may use different
methods to implement the described functions for each
particular application, but it should not be considered that
the implementation goes beyond the scope of this appli-
cation.
[0190] Based on a same concept, FIG. 8 is a schematic
diagram of a communications apparatus according to this
application. The communications apparatus may be a
network device, or may be a chip or a system-on-a-chip
in a network device, and may perform the method per-
formed by the network device in the embodiment shown
in FIG. 3.
[0191] The communications apparatus 800 includes at
least one processor 810 and a memory 830.
[0192] The memory 830 is configured to store a pro-
gram, and may be a ROM, another type of static storage
device that can store static information and an instruction,
for example, a RAM, or another type of dynamic storage
device that can store information and an instruction, or
may be an electrically erasable programmable read-only
memory (Electrically erasable programmable-only mem-
ory, EEPROM), a compact disc read-only memory (com-
pact disc read-only memory, CD-ROM) or another optical
disc storage, an optical disc storage (including a com-
pressed optical disc, a laser disc, an optical disc, a digital
versatile optical disc, a Blu-ray disc, or the like), a disk
storage medium or another magnetic storage device, or
any other medium that can carry or store an expected
program in a form of an instruction or a data structure
and that can be accessed by a computer, but is not limited
thereto. The memory 830 may exist independently, and
is connected to the processor 810. The memory 830 may
be alternatively integrated with the processor 810.
[0193] The processor 810 is configured to execute the
program in the memory 830, to implement the steps per-
formed by the network device in the indication signal con-
figuration method in the embodiments of this application.
For related features, refer to the foregoing descriptions.
Details are not described herein again. The processor
810 may be a general-purpose CPU, a microprocessor,
a specific ASIC, or one or more integrated circuits con-
figured to control program execution of the solutions of
this application.
[0194] In specific implementation, in an embodiment,
the processor 810 may include one or more CPUs, for
example, a CPU 0 and a CPU 1 in FIG. 8.
[0195] In specific implementation, in an embodiment,
the apparatus 800 may include a plurality of processors,
for example, the processor 810 and a processor 811 in
FIG. 8. Each of the processors may be a single-core (sin-
gle-CPU) processor, or may be a multi-core (multi-CPU)
processor. Herein, the processor may be one or more
devices, circuits, and/or processing cores for processing

data (for example, a computer program instruction).
[0196] Optionally, when the communications appara-
tus 800 is a network device, the communications appa-
ratus 800 may further include a transceiver 820 shown
in FIG. 8, where the transceiver 820 is configured to com-
municate with another device or a communications net-
work. The transceiver 820 includes a radio frequency cir-
cuit. In the network device, the processor 810, the trans-
ceiver 820, and the memory 830 may be connected by
using a communications bus. The communications bus
may include a path for transmitting information between
the foregoing units. When the communications appara-
tus 800 is a chip or a system-on-a-chip in the network
device, the processor 810 may send or receive data by
using an input/output interface, a pin, a circuit, or the like.
[0197] FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of another com-
munications apparatus according to an embodiment of
this application. The apparatus may be a network device,
or may be a chip or a system-on-a-chip in a network de-
vice, and may perform the method performed by the net-
work device in the embodiment shown in FIG. 3.
[0198] The apparatus includes a processing unit 901
and a communications unit 902.
[0199] The communications unit 902 is configured to:
send first configuration information and second configu-
ration information, send a first indication signal on a first
carrier, and send a second indication signal on a second
carrier, where the first configuration information is used
to indicate duration of the first indication signal corre-
sponding to the first carrier, the second configuration in-
formation is used to indicate duration of the second indi-
cation signal corresponding to the second carrier, the
first indication signal is used to indicate whether a first
terminal device continues to receive a signal associated
with the first indication signal or process a channel as-
sociated with the first indication signal, the second indi-
cation information is used to indicate whether a second
terminal device continues to receive a signal associated
with the second indication signal or process a channel
associated with the second indication signal, the first ter-
minal device is a terminal device that needs to receive
the first indication signal, and the second terminal device
is a terminal device that needs to receive the second
indication signal. Optionally, the first configuration infor-
mation and the second configuration information are gen-
erated by the processing unit 901.
[0200] Optionally, the duration of the first indication sig-
nal is different from the duration of the second indication
signal.
[0201] Optionally, the first carrier is an anchor carrier,
and the second carrier is a non-anchor carrier.
[0202] Optionally, the first configuration information
further indicates a first determining threshold, and the
first determining threshold is used to instruct the first ter-
minal device to determine whether to receive the first
indication signal on the first carrier; and
the second configuration information further indicates a
second determining threshold, and the second determin-
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ing threshold is used to instruct the second terminal de-
vice to determine whether to receive the second indica-
tion signal on the second carrier.
[0203] Optionally, the first configuration information
further indicates a third determining threshold, and the
second configuration information further indicates a
fourth determining threshold. The third determining
threshold is used to instruct the first terminal device to
determine, in case of receiving the first indication signal
on the first carrier, whether to use a synchronization sig-
nal to synchronize with the network device. The fourth
determining threshold is used to instruct the second ter-
minal device to determine, in case of receiving the second
indication signal on the second carrier, whether to use
the synchronization signal to synchronize with the net-
work device.
[0204] Optionally, the first configuration information
further indicates a fifth determining threshold and a sixth
determining threshold, and the fifth determining thresh-
old is less than the sixth determining threshold. The sec-
ond configuration information further indicates a seventh
determining threshold and an eighth determining thresh-
old, and the seventh determining threshold is less than
the eighth determining threshold. The fifth determining
threshold and the sixth determining threshold are used
to instruct the first terminal device to determine whether
to receive the first indication signal on the first carrier,
and determine, in case of receiving the first indication
signal on the first carrier, whether to use a synchroniza-
tion signal to synchronize with the network device. The
seventh determining threshold and the eighth determin-
ing threshold are used to instruct the second terminal
device to determine whether to receive the second indi-
cation signal on the second carrier, and determine, in
case of receiving the second indication signal on the sec-
ond carrier, whether to use the synchronization signal to
synchronize with the network device.
[0205] Optionally, the communications unit 902 is fur-
ther configured to send third configuration information,
where the third configuration information indicates a ninth
determining threshold. The ninth determining threshold
is used to instruct the first terminal device to determine
whether to receive the first indication signal on the first
carrier, and is used to instruct the second terminal device
to determine whether to receive the second indication
signal on the second carrier.
[0206] Optionally, the communications unit 902 is fur-
ther configured to send fourth configuration information,
where the fourth configuration information indicates a
tenth determining threshold. The tenth determining
threshold is used to instruct the first terminal device to
determine, in case of receiving the first indication signal
on the first carrier, whether to use a synchronization sig-
nal to synchronize with the network device; and is used
to instruct the second terminal device to determine, in
case of receiving the second indication signal on the sec-
ond carrier, whether to use the synchronization signal to
synchronize with the network device.

[0207] Optionally, the communications unit 902 is fur-
ther configured to send fifth configuration information,
where the fifth configuration information indicates an
eleventh determining threshold and a twelfth determining
threshold, and the eleventh determining threshold is less
than the twelfth determining threshold. The eleventh de-
termining threshold and the twelfth determining threshold
are used to instruct the first terminal device to determine
whether to receive the first indication signal on the first
carrier, and determine, in case of receiving the first indi-
cation signal on the first carrier, whether to use a syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the network de-
vice; and are used to instruct the second terminal device
to determine whether to receive the second indication
signal on the second carrier, and determine, in case of
receiving the second indication signal on the second car-
rier, whether to use the synchronization signal to syn-
chronize with the network device.
[0208] It should be understood that the communica-
tions apparatus may be configured to implement steps
performed by the network device in the indication signal
configuration method in the embodiments of this appli-
cation. For related features, refer to the foregoing de-
scriptions. Details are not described herein again.
[0209] Based on a same concept, FIG. 10 is a sche-
matic diagram of a communications apparatus according
to this application. The communications apparatus may
be, for example, a terminal device or a chip or a system-
on-a-chip in a terminal device, and may perform the meth-
od performed by the terminal device in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 3.
[0210] The communications apparatus 1000 includes
at least one processor 1010 and a memory 1030.
[0211] The memory 1030 is configured to store a pro-
gram, and may be a ROM, another type of static storage
device that can store static information and an instruction,
for example, a RAM, or another type of dynamic storage
device that can store information and an instruction, or
may be an EEPROM, a CD-ROM or another optical disc
storage, an optical disc storage (including a compressed
optical disc, a laser disc, an optical disc, a digital versatile
optical disc, a Blu-ray disc, or the like), a disk storage
medium or another magnetic storage device, or any other
medium that can carry or store an expected program in
a form of an instruction or a data structure and that can
be accessed by a computer, but is not limited thereto.
The memory 1030 may exist independently, and is con-
nected to the processor 1010. The memory 1030 may
be alternatively integrated with the processor 1010.
[0212] The processor 1010 is configured to execute
the program in the memory 1030, to implement the steps
performed by the terminal device in the indication signal
configuration method in the embodiments of this appli-
cation. For related features, refer to the foregoing de-
scriptions. Details are not described herein again. The
processor 1010 may be a general-purpose CPU, a mi-
croprocessor, a specific ASIC, or one or more integrated
circuits configured to control program execution of the
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solutions of this application.
[0213] In specific implementation, in an embodiment,
the processor 1010 may include one or more CPUs, for
example, a CPU 0 and a CPU 1 in FIG. 10.
[0214] In specific implementation, in an embodiment,
the apparatus 1000 may include a plurality of processors,
for example, the processor 1010 and a processor 1011
in FIG. 10. Each of the processors may be a single-core
(single-CPU) processor, or may be a multi-core (multi-
CPU) processor. Herein, the processor may be one or
more devices, circuits, and/or processing cores for
processing data (for example, a computer program in-
struction).
[0215] Optionally, when the communications appara-
tus 1000 is a network device, the communications appa-
ratus 1000 may further include a transceiver 1020 shown
in FIG. 10, where the transceiver 1020 is configured to
communicate with another device or a communications
network. The transceiver 1020 includes a radio frequency
circuit. In the terminal device, the processor 1010, the
transceiver 1020, and the memory 1030 may be connect-
ed by using a communications bus. The communications
bus may include a path for transmitting information be-
tween the foregoing units. When the apparatus 1000 is
a chip or a system-on-a-chip in the terminal device, the
processor 1010 may send or receive data by using an
input/output interface, a pin, a circuit, or the like.
[0216] FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of another com-
munications apparatus according to an embodiment of
this application. The communications apparatus may be
a terminal device, or may be a chip or a system-on-a-
chip in a terminal device, and may perform the method
performed by the first terminal device in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 3.
[0217] The communications apparatus includes a
processing unit 1101 and a communications unit 1102.
[0218] The communications unit 1102 is configured to:
receive first configuration information sent by a network
device, and receive a first indication signal on a first car-
rier. Then, the communications unit 1102 is further con-
figured to continue to receive a signal associated with
the first indication signal or process a channel associated
with the first indication signal, or skip continuing to receive
a signal associated with the first indication signal or proc-
ess a channel associated with the first indication signal.
The first configuration information is used to indicate du-
ration of the first indication signal sent on the first carrier.
The duration of the first indication signal is independent
of duration of a second indication signal received by a
second terminal device on a second carrier. The first in-
dication signal is used to indicate whether a first terminal
device continues to receive the signal associated with
the first indication signal or process the channel associ-
ated with the first indication signal. The second indication
information is used to indicate whether the second ter-
minal device continues to receive a signal associated
with the second indication signal or process a channel
associated with the second indication signal. Optionally,

the processing unit 1101 is configured to trigger the com-
munications unit 1102.
[0219] Optionally, the duration of the first indication sig-
nal is different from the duration of the second indication
signal.
[0220] Optionally, the first configuration information
further indicates a first determining threshold. The
processing unit 1101 is configured to determine that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to a first determining threshold, and the first ter-
minal device receives the first indication signal on the
first carrier.
[0221] Optionally, the first configuration information
further indicates a third determining threshold. If the
processing unit 1101 determines that a measurement
value of a preset parameter is less than the third deter-
mining threshold, the communications unit 1102 is further
configured to receive the first indication signal on the first
carrier, and use a synchronization signal to synchronize
with the network device. If the processing unit 1101 de-
termines that a measurement value of a preset parameter
is greater than or equal to the third determining threshold,
the communications unit 1102 is further configured to
receive the first indication signal on the first carrier, and
use the first indication signal to synchronize with the net-
work device.
[0222] Optionally, the first configuration information
further indicates a fifth determining threshold and a sixth
determining threshold, and the fifth determining thresh-
old is less than the sixth determining threshold. If the
processing unit 1101 determines that a measurement
value of a preset parameter is greater than or equal to
the fifth determining threshold and less than the sixth
determining threshold, the communications unit 1102 is
further configured to receive the first indication signal on
the first carrier, and use a synchronization signal to syn-
chronize with the network device. If the processing unit
1101 determines that a measurement value of a preset
parameter is greater than or equal to the sixth determin-
ing threshold, the communications unit 1102 is further
configured to receive the first indication signal on the first
carrier, and use the first indication signal to synchronize
with the network device.
[0223] Optionally, the communications unit 1102 is fur-
ther configured to receive a reference signal on an anchor
carrier, where the anchor carrier is the first carrier or an-
other carrier; and
the processing unit determines a reference signal re-
ceived power RSRP corresponding to the reference sig-
nal as the measurement value of the preset parameter.
[0224] It should be understood that the communica-
tions apparatus may be configured to implement steps
performed by the first terminal device in the indication
signal configuration method in the embodiments of this
application. For related features, refer to the foregoing
descriptions. Details are not described herein again.
[0225] It should be understood that division of the com-
munications apparatuses shown in FIG. 9 and FIG. 11
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into modules is an example, and is merely logical function
division. In actual implementation, there may be another
division manner. For example, the communications unit
is divided into a receiving unit, a sending unit, and the like.
[0226] As shown in FIG. 12, an embodiment of this
application further provides a communications system.
The communications system includes a communications
apparatus 800 and a communications apparatus 1000.
[0227] All or some of the foregoing embodiments may
be implemented by using software, hardware, firmware,
or any combination thereof in the foregoing embodi-
ments. When software is used to implement the embod-
iments, all or some of the embodiments may be imple-
mented in a form of a computer program product. The
computer program product includes one or more com-
puter instructions. When the computer program instruc-
tions are loaded and executed on a computer, the pro-
cedures or functions according to the embodiments of
this application are all or partially generated. The com-
puter may be a general-purpose computer, a special-
purpose computer, a computer network, or another pro-
grammable apparatus. The computer instruction may be
stored in a computer-readable storage medium or may
be transmitted from a computer-readable storage medi-
um to another computer-readable storage medium. For
example, the computer instruction may be transmitted
from one website, computer, server, or data center to
another website, computer, server, or data center in a
wired (for example, a coaxial cable, an optical fiber, or a
digital subscriber line (DSL)) or wireless (for example,
infrared, radio, or microwave) manner. The computer-
readable storage medium may be any usable medium
accessible by the computer, or a data storage device,
such as a server or a data center, integrating one or more
usable media. The usable medium may be a magnetic
medium (for example, a floppy disk, a hard disk, or a
magnetic tape), an optical medium (for example, a DVD),
a semiconductor medium (for example, a solid state disk
(Solid State Disk, SSD)), or the like.
[0228] Although this application is described with ref-
erence to the embodiments, in a process of implementing
this application that claims protection, a person skilled in
the art may understand and implement another variation
of the disclosed embodiments by viewing the accompa-
nying drawings, disclosed content, and appended
claims. In the claims, "comprising" (comprising) does not
exclude another component or another step, and "a" or
"one" does not exclude a case of a plurality. A single
processor or another unit may implement several func-
tions listed in the claims. Some measures are described
in dependent claims that are different from each other,
but this does not mean that these measures cannot be
combined to produce a better effect.
[0229] A person skilled in the art should understand
that the embodiments of this application may be provided
as a method, a system, or a computer program product.
Therefore, the embodiments of this application may use
a form of hardware only embodiments, software only em-

bodiments, or embodiments with a combination of soft-
ware and hardware. In addition, the embodiments of this
application may use a form of a computer program prod-
uct that is implemented on one or more computer-usable
storage media (including but not limited to a disk memory,
a CD-ROM, an optical memory, and the like) that include
computer-usable program code.
[0230] The embodiments of this application are de-
scribed with reference to the flowcharts and/or block di-
agrams of the method, the device (system), and the com-
puter program product according to the embodiments of
this application. It should be understood that computer
program instructions may be used to implement each
process and/or each block in the flowcharts and/or the
block diagrams and a combination of a process and/or a
block in the flowcharts and/or the block diagrams. These
computer program instructions may be provided for a
general-purpose computer, a special-purpose computer,
an embedded processor, or a processor of any other pro-
grammable data processing device to generate a ma-
chine, so that the instructions executed by the computer
or the processor of the any other programmable data
processing device generate an apparatus for implement-
ing a specific function in one or more processes in the
flowcharts and/or in one or more blocks in the block di-
agrams.
[0231] These computer program instructions may be
stored in a computer-readable memory that can instruct
the computer or the any other programmable data
processing device to work in a specific manner, so that
the instructions stored in the computer-readable memory
generate an artifact that includes an instruction appara-
tus. The instruction apparatus implements a specific
function in one or more processes in the flowcharts and/or
in one or more blocks in the block diagrams.
[0232] These computer program instructions may be
loaded onto the computer or the any other programmable
data processing device, so that a series of operations
and steps are performed on the computer or the any other
programmable device, thereby generating computer-im-
plemented processing. Therefore, the instructions exe-
cuted on the computer or the any other programmable
device provide steps for implementing a specific function
in one or more processes in the flowcharts and/or in one
or more blocks in the block diagrams.
[0233] The objectives, technical solutions, and bene-
ficial effects of this application are further described in
detail in the foregoing specific embodiments. It should
be understood that the foregoing descriptions are merely
specific embodiments of this application, but are not in-
tended to limit the protection scope of this application.
Any modification, equivalent replacement or improve-
ment made based on the technical solutions of this ap-
plication shall fall within the protection scope of this ap-
plication.
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Claims

1. An indication signal configuration method, compris-
ing:

sending, by a network device, first configuration
information and second configuration informa-
tion, wherein the first configuration information
is used to indicate duration of a first indication
signal corresponding to a first carrier, the second
configuration information is used to indicate du-
ration of a second indication signal correspond-
ing to a second carrier, the first indication signal
is used to indicate whether a first terminal device
continues to receive a signal associated with the
first indication signal or process a channel as-
sociated with the first indication signal, the sec-
ond indication information is used to indicate
whether a second terminal device continues to
receive a signal associated with the second in-
dication signal or process a channel associated
with the second indication signal, the first termi-
nal device is a terminal device that needs to re-
ceive the first indication signal, and the second
terminal device is a terminal device that needs
to receive the second indication signal; and
sending, by the network device, the first indica-
tion signal on the first carrier, and sending the
second indication signal on the second carrier.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the dura-
tion of the first indication signal is different from the
duration of the second indication signal.

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
first carrier is an anchor carrier, and the second car-
rier is a non-anchor carrier.

4. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the first configuration information further in-
dicates a first determining threshold, and the first de-
termining threshold is used to instruct the first termi-
nal device to determine whether to receive the first
indication signal on the first carrier; and
the second configuration information further indi-
cates a second determining threshold, and the sec-
ond determining threshold is used to instruct the sec-
ond terminal device to determine whether to receive
the second indication signal on the second carrier.

5. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the first configuration information further in-
dicates a third determining threshold, and the second
configuration information further indicates a fourth
determining threshold, wherein
the third determining threshold is used to instruct the
first terminal device to determine, in case of receiving
the first indication signal on the first carrier, whether

to use a synchronization signal to synchronize with
the network device; and
the fourth determining threshold is used to instruct
the second terminal device to determine, in case of
receiving the second indication signal on the second
carrier, whether to use the synchronization signal to
synchronize with the network device.

6. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the first configuration information further in-
dicates a fifth determining threshold and a sixth de-
termining threshold, and the fifth determining thresh-
old is less than the sixth determining threshold; and
the second configuration information further indi-
cates a seventh determining threshold and an eighth
determining threshold, and the seventh determining
threshold is less than the eighth determining thresh-
old, wherein
the fifth determining threshold and the sixth deter-
mining threshold are used to instruct the first terminal
device to determine whether to receive the first indi-
cation signal on the first carrier, and determine, in
case of receiving the first indication signal on the first
carrier, whether to use a synchronization signal to
synchronize with the network device; and
the seventh determining threshold and the eighth de-
termining threshold are used to instruct the second
terminal device to determine whether to receive the
second indication signal on the second carrier, and
determine, in case of receiving the second indication
signal on the second carrier, whether to use the syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the network
device.

7. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
further comprising:

sending, by the network device, third configura-
tion information, wherein the third configuration
information indicates a ninth determining thresh-
old, wherein
the ninth determining threshold is used to in-
struct the first terminal device to determine
whether to receive the first indication signal on
the first carrier, and is used to instruct the second
terminal device to determine whether to receive
the second indication signal on the second car-
rier.

8. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
further comprising:

sending, by the network device, fourth configu-
ration information, wherein the fourth configura-
tion information indicates a tenth determining
threshold, wherein
the tenth determining threshold is used to in-
struct the first terminal device to determine, in
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case of receiving the first indication signal on
the first carrier, whether to use a synchronization
signal to synchronize with the network device;
and is used to instruct the second terminal de-
vice to determine, in case of receiving the sec-
ond indication signal on the second carrier,
whether to use the synchronization signal to syn-
chronize with the network device.

9. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
further comprising:

sending, by the network device, fifth configura-
tion information, wherein the fifth configuration
information indicates an eleventh determining
threshold and a twelfth determining threshold,
and the eleventh determining threshold is less
than the twelfth determining threshold, wherein
the eleventh determining threshold and the
twelfth determining threshold are used to in-
struct the first terminal device to determine
whether to receive the first indication signal on
the first carrier, and determine, in case of receiv-
ing the first indication signal on the first carrier,
whether to use a synchronization signal to syn-
chronize with the network device; and are used
to instruct the second terminal device to deter-
mine whether to receive the second indication
signal on the second carrier, and determine, in
case of receiving the second indication signal
on the second carrier, whether to use the syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the net-
work device.

10. An indication signal configuration method, compris-
ing:

receiving, by a first terminal device, first config-
uration information sent by a network device,
wherein the first configuration information is
used to indicate duration of a first indication sig-
nal sent on a first carrier, the duration of the first
indication signal is independent of duration of a
second indication signal received by a second
terminal device on a second carrier, the first in-
dication signal is used to indicate whether the
first terminal device continues to receive a signal
associated with the first indication signal or proc-
ess a channel associated with the first indication
signal, and the second indication information is
used to indicate whether the second terminal
device continues to receive a signal associated
with the second indication signal or process a
channel associated with the second indication
signal;
receiving, by the first terminal device, the first
indication signal on the first carrier; and
continuing, by the first terminal device, to receive

the signal associated with the first indication sig-
nal or process the channel associated with the
first indication signal, or skipping continuing to
receive the signal associated with the first indi-
cation signal or process the channel associated
with the first indication signal.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein the du-
ration of the first indication signal is different from
the duration of the second indication signal.

12. The method according to claim 10 or 11, wherein the
first configuration information further indicates a first
determining threshold; and
the method further comprises:
determining, by the first terminal device, that a meas-
urement value of a preset parameter is greater than
or equal to the first determining threshold, and re-
ceiving, by the first terminal device, the first indication
signal on the first carrier.

13. The method according to claim 10 or 11, wherein the
first configuration information further indicates a third
determining threshold; and
the method further comprises:

if the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is
less than the third determining threshold, receiv-
ing, by the first terminal device, the first indica-
tion signal on the first carrier, and using a syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the net-
work device; or
if the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of the preset parameter is
greater than or equal to the third determining
threshold, receiving, by the first terminal device,
the first indication signal on the first carrier, and
using the first indication signal to synchronize
with the network device.

14. The method according to claim 10 or 11, wherein the
first configuration information further indicates a fifth
determining threshold and a sixth determining
threshold, and the fifth determining threshold is less
than the sixth determining threshold; and
the method further comprises:

if the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is
greater than or equal to the fifth determining
threshold and less than the sixth determining
threshold, receiving, by the first terminal device,
the first indication signal on the first carrier, and
using a synchronization signal to synchronize
with the network device; or
if the first terminal device determines that a
measurement value of the preset parameter is
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greater than or equal to the sixth determining
threshold, receiving, by the first terminal device,
the first indication signal on the first carrier, and
using the first indication signal to synchronize
with the network device.

15. The method according to any one of claims 10 to 14,
further comprising:

receiving, by the first terminal device, a refer-
ence signal on an anchor carrier, wherein the
anchor carrier is the first carrier or another car-
rier; and
determining, by the first terminal device, a ref-
erence signal received power RSRP corre-
sponding to the reference signal as the meas-
urement value of the preset parameter.

16. An indication signal configuration apparatus, com-
prising a processor, a memory, and a transceiver,
wherein the memory is configured to store a pro-
gram; and
the processor invokes the program stored in the
memory, to perform the following operations by using
the transceiver:

sending first configuration information and sec-
ond configuration information, wherein the first
configuration information is used to indicate du-
ration of a first indication signal corresponding
to a first carrier, the second configuration infor-
mation is used to indicate duration of a second
indication signal corresponding to a second car-
rier, the first indication signal is used to indicate
whether a first terminal device continues to re-
ceive a signal associated with the first indication
signal or process a channel associated with the
first indication signal, the second indication in-
formation is used to indicate whether a second
terminal device continues to receive a signal as-
sociated with the second indication signal or
process a channel associated with the second
indication signal, the first terminal device is a
terminal device that needs to receive the first
indication signal, and the second terminal de-
vice is a terminal device that needs to receive
the second indication signal; and
sending the first indication signal on the first car-
rier, and sending the second indication signal
on the second carrier.

17. The apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the
duration of the first indication signal is different from
the duration of the second indication signal.

18. The apparatus according to claim 16 or 17, wherein
the first carrier is an anchor carrier, and the second
carrier is a non-anchor carrier.

19. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
18, wherein the first configuration information further
indicates a first determining threshold, and the first
determining threshold is used to instruct the first ter-
minal device to determine whether to receive the first
indication signal on the first carrier; and
the second configuration information further indi-
cates a second determining threshold, and the sec-
ond determining threshold is used to instruct the sec-
ond terminal device to determine whether to receive
the second indication signal on the second carrier.

20. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
19, wherein the first configuration information further
indicates a third determining threshold, and the sec-
ond configuration information further indicates a
fourth determining threshold, wherein
the third determining threshold is used to instruct the
first terminal device to determine, in case of receiving
the first indication signal on the first carrier, whether
to use a synchronization signal to synchronize with
the network device; and
the fourth determining threshold is used to instruct
the second terminal device to determine, in case of
receiving the second indication signal on the second
carrier, whether to use the synchronization signal to
synchronize with the network device.

21. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
19, wherein the first configuration information further
indicates a fifth determining threshold and a sixth
determining threshold, and the fifth determining
threshold is less than the sixth determining thresh-
old; and the second configuration information further
indicates a seventh determining threshold and an
eighth determining threshold, and the seventh de-
termining threshold is less than the eighth determin-
ing threshold, wherein
the fifth determining threshold and the sixth deter-
mining threshold are used to instruct the first terminal
device to determine whether to receive the first indi-
cation signal on the first carrier, and determine, in
case of receiving the first indication signal on the first
carrier, whether to use a synchronization signal to
synchronize with the network device; and
the seventh determining threshold and the eighth de-
termining threshold are used to instruct the second
terminal device to determine whether to receive the
second indication signal on the second carrier, and
determine, in case of receiving the second indication
signal on the second carrier, whether to use the syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the network
device.

22. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
19, further comprising:

the processor sends third configuration informa-
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tion by using the transceiver, wherein the third
configuration information indicates a ninth de-
termining threshold, wherein
the ninth determining threshold is used to in-
struct the first terminal device to determine
whether to receive the first indication signal on
the first carrier, and is used to instruct the second
terminal device to determine whether to receive
the second indication signal on the second car-
rier.

23. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
22, further comprising:

the processor sends fourth configuration infor-
mation by using the transceiver, wherein the
fourth configuration information indicates a tenth
determining threshold, wherein
the tenth determining threshold is used to in-
struct the first terminal device to determine, in
case of receiving the first indication signal on
the first carrier, whether to use a synchronization
signal to synchronize with the network device;
and is used to instruct the second terminal de-
vice to determine, in case of receiving the sec-
ond indication signal on the second carrier,
whether to use the synchronization signal to syn-
chronize with the network device.

24. The apparatus according to any one of claims 16 to
23, further comprising:

the processor sends fifth configuration informa-
tion by using the transceiver, wherein the fifth
configuration information indicates an eleventh
determining threshold and a twelfth determining
threshold, and the eleventh determining thresh-
old is less than the twelfth determining threshold,
wherein
the eleventh determining threshold and the
twelfth determining threshold are used to in-
struct the first terminal device to determine
whether to receive the first indication signal on
the first carrier, and determine, in case of receiv-
ing the first indication signal on the first carrier,
whether to use a synchronization signal to syn-
chronize with the network device; and are used
to instruct the second terminal device to deter-
mine whether to receive the second indication
signal on the second carrier, and determine, in
case of receiving the second indication signal
on the second carrier, whether to use the syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the net-
work device.

25. An indication signal configuration apparatus, com-
prising a processor, a memory, and a transceiver,
wherein the memory is configured to store a pro-

gram; and
the processor invokes the program stored in the
memory, to perform the following operations by using
the transceiver:

receiving first configuration information sent by
a network device, wherein the first configuration
information is used to indicate duration of a first
indication signal sent on a first carrier, the dura-
tion of the first indication signal is independent
of duration of a second indication signal received
by a second terminal device on a second carrier,
the first indication signal is used to indicate
whether the first terminal device continues to re-
ceive a signal associated with the first indication
signal or process a channel associated with the
first indication signal, and the second indication
information is used to indicate whether the sec-
ond terminal device continues to receive a signal
associated with the second indication signal or
process a channel associated with the second
indication signal;
receiving the first indication signal on the first
carrier; and
continuing to receive the signal associated with
the first indication signal or process the channel
associated with the first indication signal, or skip-
ping continuing to receive the signal associated
with the first indication signal or process the
channel associated with the first indication sig-
nal.

26. The apparatus according to claim 25, wherein the
duration of the first indication signal is different from
the duration of the second indication signal.

27. The apparatus according to claim 25 or 26, wherein
the first configuration information further indicates a
first determining threshold; and
the processor is configured to determine that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is greater
than or equal to the first determining threshold, and
the processor receives the first indication signal on
the first carrier by using the transceiver.

28. The apparatus according to claim 25 or 26, wherein
the first configuration information further indicates a
third determining threshold; and
the processor is configured to determine that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is less
than the third determining threshold, and the proc-
essor receives the first indication signal on the first
carrier by using the transceiver, and uses a synchro-
nization signal to synchronize with the network de-
vice; or
the processor is configured to determine that a
measurement value of the preset parameter is great-
er than or equal to the third determining threshold,
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and the processor receives the first indication signal
on the first carrier by using the transceiver, and uses
the first indication signal to synchronize with the net-
work device.

29. The apparatus according to claim 25 or 26, wherein
the first configuration information further indicates a
fifth determining threshold and a sixth determining
threshold, and the fifth determining threshold is less
than the sixth determining threshold; and
the processor is configured to determine that a
measurement value of a preset parameter is greater
than or equal to the fifth determining threshold and
less than the sixth determining threshold, and the
processor receives the first indication signal on the
first carrier by using the transceiver, and uses a syn-
chronization signal to synchronize with the network
device; or
the processor is configured to determine that a
measurement value of the preset parameter is great-
er than or equal to the sixth determining threshold,
and the processor receives the first indication signal
on the first carrier by using the transceiver, and uses
the first indication signal to synchronize with the net-
work device.

30. The apparatus according to any one of claims 27 to
29, wherein the processor receives a reference sig-
nal on an anchor carrier by using the transceiver,
wherein the anchor carrier is the first carrier or an-
other carrier; and
the processor is configured to determine a reference
signal received power RSRP corresponding to the
reference signal as the measurement value of the
preset parameter.
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